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1^  The  General  Court  of  1854  assembled  in  the  State  House  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday, 
the  fourth  day  of  January,  and  was  prorogued  on  Saturday,  the  29th  day  of  April. 

The  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  His  Excellency,  Emoky  Washburn,  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  January. 
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An  Act  extending  the  time  for  constructing  the  Danvers  and  Georgetown  p^^*,    1 
and  the  Danvers  Railroads.  ^HOp.  l. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The   times,  within  which  the  Danvers  and  Georgetown  Time  for  con- 
Railroad   Company,  and  the  Danvers   Railroad   Company,  t^jj^'^'g^^"'^  ^^' 
may  construct  their  respective  railroads,  are  hereby  respect- 
ively extended  to  the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four.     [v4p- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  January  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  restrain  Railroad  Cor-  Qhct}).   2. 
porations,  by  injunction,  from  entering  upon,  and  using  land,  in  certain  ^ 

cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Whenever  it  shall  be   made   to   appear  to  the  injunction  to 
supreme  judicial  court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  in  term  time  certain  cases. 
or  vacation,  upon  petition  of  any  owner  of  land   or  other 
property,  that  any  railroad  corporation  heretofore,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  established,  has  neglected,  for  the  space 
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of  thirty  days,  to  comply  with  an  order  of  county  commis- 
sioners, requiring  security  to  be  given  for  damages  and 
Agreeable  to    costs,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  sixty-first  section 
c^.  ^,  ?ec.    ,  ^^  ^1^^  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  said 
court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  shall  have  power,  by  injunction 
or  other  suitable  process,  according  to  the  practice  of  courts 
of  equity,  to  restrain  and  prohibit  any  such  railroad  cor- 
poration from  entering  upon,  or  using  any  such  land,  or 
other  property,  for  any  purpose  except  making  surveys,  until 
such  order  of  county  commissioners  shall  be  complied  with. 
Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  1,  1854.] 

Chap.  3.      An  Act  authorizing  the  Pilgrim  Society  to  hold  additional  Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ajid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The  Pilgrim  Society  of  Plymouth,  are  hereby  authorized 
to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate,  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  for  the  purposes  specified  in  their 
charter.     [Approved  by  the   Governor,  February  4,  1854.] 

Chap.  4.  An  Act  concerning  the  Eliot  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Time  extended      Sect.  1.     The   time  withiu  which  the  increased  capital 

for    paying    in     ,,„,,„,.,    -rr        t  /-i  •  •        i     , 

capital  stock,  stock  01  thc  liiliot  1^  irc  iusuranco  Company  is  required  to 
be  paid  in,  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  change  the  name 
of  the  United  Interest  Insurance  Company,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  is  hereby 
extended  to  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  4,  1854.] 

Chan    5  ■^^  ■^^*  *°  incorporate  the  Quincy  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Henry  H.  Faxon,  John  Faxon,  and  Eobert  M. 
Morse,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
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corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Quincy  Gas  Light  Company, 

for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  gas  in  the  town 

of  Quincy ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject 

to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  Duties,  liabiu- 

thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Stat-  ^^'^^'  *^- 

utes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore- Real  estate  not 
said,  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value,  the  sum  of  ^?io?o^ooo%or 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  ^^P-I*']]',^ 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  the  town  of  Quincy,  shall  have  the  power  and 
authority  to   open  the  ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets.  May  open  the 
lanes  and  highways  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  ^[°^s'^'^{,g^^ 
and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be  nec- 
essary to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.     And  the   said 
corporation,  after  opening  the  ground  in  such  streets,  lanes, 
and  highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the   same  again  into  re- 
pair, under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance : 
provided,  that  the  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall.  Provided,  &c. 
at  all  times,  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict,  and  con- 
trol the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  corporation,  which  may 
in  any  manner,  affect  the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  cor-  shares  not  to 
poration  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less   sum  or  amount,  to  be  |^^e  issued  under 
actually  paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the 
shares  which  shall  be  first  issued.     [Approved  by  the   Gov- 
ernor, February  6,  1854.] 


An  Act  concerning  the  Webster  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company.      QJiat)    6 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  time,  within  which  the  capital  stock  of  the  Time  extended 
Webster  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company  in  Boston,  is  capit'T/stlfck!'^ 
by  law  required  to  be  paid  in,  is  hereby  extended  to  the 
twenty-first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.     Said  company  shall  have  power  and  authority  when  to  com- 

,  -i.,^.*^  ,  j_     n  if  rnence   busi- 

to  commence  doing  busmess,  when  seventy-five  per  cent,  oi  ness. 
their  capital  stock  shall  have  been  paid  in. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the   Governor,  February  6,  1854.] 
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Chan    7  "^^  ^^^  concerning  Loans  by  Banks  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Loan  by  banks      Moiiey  loaned  by  any  bank  of  this  State  to  the  Common- 
wenur'notto  wealth,  shall  not  be   deemed  to   be  debts  due  said  bank, 
be  deemed,  &c.  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes ;  and   so  much 
of  said  section  as  is  inconsistent  with  this  act,  is  hereby 
Provided.        repealed :  provided,  that  the  amount  of  said  loan,  thus  ex- 
empted, shall  not  exceed  five  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock 
of  said  bank.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  6, 
1854.] 

Chan.  8.     ^^  ^^^  ^°  change  the  corporate  name  of  the  Doctrinal  Tract  and  Book 
-*  '      '  Societ}'. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Name  changed  The  Corporate  name  of  the  Doctrinal  Tract  and  Book 
Society,  a  society  incorporated  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty,  is  hereby  changed;  and  said  society,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Congregational  Board  of  Publication. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  6,  1854.] 

Chan.  9.  ^"  ^^^  ^^  incorporate  the  Dorchester  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Gideon  Beck,  Alexander  Pope  and  Charles  C. 
Harrington,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Dorchester  Gas  Light 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  gaa 
in  the  town  of  Dorchester;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
Duties,  liabili-  Icges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties, &c.  ^jgg^  gg|.  f^^Y\\\  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters; 

of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
ffndloio,'^''^'^    said,  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value   one  hundred, 
nor  capital,      thousaud   dollars;    and  the   whole   capital   stock   shall  not 
*  '■*  '     ■         exceed  one  huadred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.   3.      Said   corporation,   with   Xhsi  CQas.eat   of  the 
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selectmen  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  shall  have  the  power  May  open 
and  authority  to  open  the  qrroiind  in  any  part  ot  the  streets,  ,,ipes,  &c. 
lanes  and  hii;hways  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  siiikini^ 
and  repairini!:  sui^h  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and   the  said  corpo- 
ration, after  openinfr  the   ground  in   such   streets,   lanes  or 
hio'hways,  shall  be  held  to   put  the   same  auain  inio  repair, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance  :  pro-  Provided,  &c. 
vided,  tiiat  the  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,   shall  at 
all  times  have  the  power  to   regulate,  restrict  and   control 
the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said   corporation,   wliich  may  in 
any  manner  affect  the  health,   safety  or  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  shares  ji^t  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  par" 
paid  in,  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value   of  the  shares 
which  shall  first  be  issued.      [Approved  by  the    Governor, 
February  6,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Conway  Mutual  Fire  Chap.    10. 
Insurance  Company. 

Beit  e'lacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  (Assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     On  receiving  from  the   subscribers  thereto  a  Guarnntee cap- 
guarantee  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be  ^^^^°^^^^'°°*'- 
paid  in  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
Conway   Mutual  Fire  Insurance   Company,  established  at 
Conway,  may  make  insurance  against  fire  and  against  mari-  May  insure 
time  losses,  otherwise  than  on  the  mutual  principle  ;  with  and  maritime 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  losses, 
liabilities  and  restrictions   set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  ti"s,'&c. 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  subsequent  acts 
relating  to  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.     Said  company  may  increase  its  guarantee  capital  Guarantee 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  gxpeedin°* 
at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  §100,000? and 
and  may  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty  020,000!*^' 
thousand  dollars,  excepting  such  as  may  be  taken  for  debt, 
or  held  as  collateral  security  for  money  due  said  company. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  6,  1854.] 
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Chap.    11.  An  Act  concerning  the  Militia. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Cavalry,   &c.,      Sect.  1.      Whenever  any  company    of   cavalry,    or   any 
^l\o  brigades  Company  now  formed,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  formed, 
in  certain  ca-  under  tlic  scvcnth  scction  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  statutes,  passed  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  shall  be   so  located  that  the   same 
cannot  be  organized  into  battalions  of  their  respective  arm, 
they  may  be  attached  to  such  brigades  as  the  commander- 
in-chief  may  order. 
Entitled  to  cer-      Sect.  2.     Each  and  every  company  aforesaid,  which  may 
taino  cers.     |)e  SO  attached  to  any  brigade,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  enti- 
tled, so  long  as  it  remains  so  attached,  to   an  adjutant,  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  one  surgeon,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  commanding  ofl&cer  of  said  companies  respectively,  and 
commissioned  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  to  hold  their 
commissions  respectively  as   other  stafiF-oflacers  now  do,  or 
until  the  companies  to  which  they  may  be  respectively  at- 
tached, may  be  organized  into  battalions  or  regiments  of  the 
Provided.         same  arm :  provided,  however,  that  any  adjutant,  so  appoint- 
ed and  commissioned,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
compensation,  as  provided  in  section  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three of  the  twelfth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Inconsistent         Sect.  3.     All  provisions   of   law  inconsistent  with   the 
acts  repealed,   provisions  of  tliis  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  7,  1854.] 

py  1  0  An  Act  relating  to  the  obtaining  of  Property  by  False  Pretences. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Ch.  126,  see.32,      Sect.  1.     The  provisions  of  the  thirty-second   section  of 
R.  s.nottoap-  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 

T)lv   in   CGrtuin  j.  «/  * 

cases.  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  for  obtaining  by  way  of  pur- 

chase from  another,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  other 
property,  by  means  of  any  false  pretence  relating  to  such 
purchaser's  means  or  ability  to  pay,  when  by  the  terms  of 
such  purchase,  payment  for  the  same  is  not  to  be  made  upon 
or  before  the  delivery  of  the  property  so  obtained,  unless 
such  pretence  shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the 
party  to  be  charged. 
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Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  have  no  effect  upon  any  indict-  when  to  take 
ment  now  pendinsr,  or  in  cases  in  which  goods,  wares  and  ^ 
merchandise,  or  other  property,  have  been  or   shall  be  ob- 
tained before  this  act  goes  into  operation.      ^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  8,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  S.  P.  Ruggles  Power  Press  Manufacturing  QJiap^    13, 

Company.  ^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 

same,  as  folloivs : 

Sect.  1.     Stephen  P.  Ruggles,  John  M.  Fessenden,  Fred-  Corporators. 
erick  0.  Prince,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a   manufacturing  corporation,  by  the  name    of  the 
S.  P.  Ruggles  Power  Press  Manufacturing  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  printing  presses  and  other  rurpose. 
machinery  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ; 
and  for  this  purpose,  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privi-  rowers.duties, 
leges,  and  be   subject  to   all  the    duties,  restrictions  and  *"• 
liabilities,  set  forth  in   the    thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purpose  Real  estate 
aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou-  |ho*ie  wpitai 
sand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  not  to  exceed 
tion  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  ^^   ' 
dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  no  shares  to 
shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  bejssued under 
paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  8,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Cutting  Machine  Manufacturing  Company.      Qhcij),    14. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se7iate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  S.  C.  Demerest,  Edward  Richmond,  and  Fred-  Corporators, 
erick  0.  Prince,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  manufacturing  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the 
Cutting  Machine  Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  purpose  Purpose. 
of  manufacturing  rotary  cutters  for  cutting  metallic  and 
other  substances,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of 
2 
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Powers, duties,  SuflFolk ;  and  for  this  purpose,  shall  have  all  the  povT-ers  and 
"■  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 

liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 

chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purpose 
whole  capital,  aforesaid,  real  estate,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 
^500,000.         sand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand 

dollars. 
No  shares  to      Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
^eissue  un  er  g|^g^|j  jjg  iggued  for  a  Icss  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 

in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 

first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  8,  1854.] 

Chnn     1  ^  ■^^  ^^^  ^^  incorporate  the  Lawrence  Carpet  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.    Gcorge  Adams,  John  Rayner,  Thomas  Crossley, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the   Lawrence   Carpet   Company,  for 
Purpose.         the  purpose  of  manufacturing  carpets  and  other  woollen 
goods,  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  city  of  Lawrence ;  with  all 
Powers, duties,  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
*•=•  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 

forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     The   Said  Corporation  may,  for  the  purposes 

whoie^crpitai    ^foresaid,  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 

§600,000.     '   and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  capital  stock  of  said 

corporation  shall  not  exceed  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

No  shares  to      Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 

beissue  un  er  ^.^^^  ^^^^^  j^^  issued  for  a  Icss  suin  or  amount,  to  be  actually 

paid   in  on   each,  than  the  par  value  of  the    shares   first 

issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  9,  1854.] 


1854.— Chapter  16.  11 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  establish  the  City  of  Lynn.  Chap.    1  6. 

Be  it  efiacted  by  the  Seriate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     The   election  of  city  and  ward  officers   shall  J5^™%-[/'^'^*d 
take  place   on  the   second  Monday  of  December  of  each  ward   oifirers, 
year;  and  the  municipal  year  shall  commence  on  the  first  *^  '^"^^  ' 
Monday  of  January  next  following ;  at  which  tioie  the  city 
government  shall  be   organized.     This  change   shall  take 
eflfect  on  the  second  Monday  of  December,  1854,  and  the 
term  of  office  of  the  officers  elected  on  the  second  Monday 
of  March,  1854,  shall  expire  on  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary, 1855. 

Sect.  2.    The  common  council  shall  consist  of  twenty-two  Commoncoun- 
.  -,  •'  cil. 

members,  and  no  more. 

Sect.  3.  The  board  of  assessors  shall  consist  of  three  Assessors  and 
persons,  to  be  selected  from  the  city  at  large ;  and  shall  be  chosen.  ' 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters,  at  their  annual  meetings, 
held  in  their  respective  wards ;  and  the  said  voters  of  each 
ward  shall,  at  the  same  time,  elect  by  ballot,  one  person 
residing  in  their  said  ward,  as  an  assistant  assessor  to  aid 
said  board  in  the  valuation  of  property  in  their  respective 
wards. 

Sect.  4.     The  qualified  voters  of  each  ward,  at  their  re-  School  com- 
spective  annual  ward  meetings,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  one  ^nstUuteT 
person  residing  in  their  said  ward,  to  be  a  member  of  the  ^nd  chosen, 
school  committee ;  and  shall  also  cast  their  ballots  for  five 
persons  from  the  city  at  large,  to  be  members  of  the  school 
committee ;  and  the  persons  thus  chosen,  together  with  the 
mayor  and  president  of  the  common  council,  shall  consti- 
tute the  school  committee  of  the  city. 

Sect.  5.     The  lists  of  jurors,  in  the  city  of  Lynn,  shall  J^^^^^j^^^"*^  f^, 
be  prepared  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city,  in  the  pare    lists   of 
same  manner  as  is  required  in  the  ninety-fifth  chapter  of  J^'^'°^^'  *"• 
the  Revised  Statutes,  to  be  drawn  by  the  selectmen  within 
and  for  their  respective  towns ;  and  the  said  lists,  when 
prepared  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  common  council,  for  concurrent  revision  or  amendment. 

Sect.  6.     The  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  the  clerk  of  Jurors,  how 
the  city  of  Lynn,  shall  severally  have  and  exercise  all  the  <^'^^^°- 
powers  and  duties,  as  to  the  drawing  of  jurors  in  the  city 
of  Lynn,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  jurors  therein, 
which  are,  in  the  ninety-fifth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
required  to  be  performed  by  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks, 
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Venires  for 
jurors,  how 
served. 


Inconsistent 
acts  repealed. 


When  to  take 
effect. 


in  their  respective  towns :  and  all  venires  for  jurors,  to  be 
returned  from  Lynn,  shall  be  served  on  said  mayor  and 
aldermen. 

Sect.  7.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  in  relation  to  said 
city,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  not  go  into  operation  until  a 
majority  of  the  citizens,  voting  thereon  by  yea  and  nay,  and 
by  ballot,  shall  accept  the  same,  at  meetings  held  simulta- 
neously in  the  several  wards,  upon  notice  duly  given,  at 
least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  said  meetings,  and 
within  sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act ;  at  which 
meetings  the  polls  shall  be  kept  open,  at  least  sis  hours, 
and  the  check  lists  shall  be  used  as  at  the  election  of  state 
and  city  officers ;  and,  if  this  act  shall  be  so  accepted,  it 
shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  acceptance,  as  aforesaid. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  9,  1854.] 


Chap. 


1  >y    An  Act  relating  to  Commissioners  to  take  Depositions  and  Acknowledg- 
ments in  other  States. 


Number  lim- 
ited ;  to  hold 
office  three 
years. 


To  be  sworn, 
&c. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  governor  shall  not  appoint  commissioners 
exceeding  ten  in  number,  in  any  one  city  or  county,  under 
the  provisions  of  section  fifty-three  of  chapter  thirteen  of  the 
Revised  Statutes ;  and  all  such  commissioners  hereafter  ap- 
pointed shall  be  commissioned  to  hold  office  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  unless  sooner  removed,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
governor. 

Sect.  2.  Every  commissioner  so  appointed  shall,  before 
the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment, take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  some  other  magistrate  of  the  city 
or  county  where  he  resides,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute 
and  perform  all  the  duties  of  such  commissioner,  which  oath 
or  affirmation  shall  be  forthwith  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
anT^sT<niature^  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  every  such  commis- 
with  secretary!  sioncr  shall  also,  withiu  the  time  aforesaid,  cause  to  be 
prepared  an  official  seal,  in  which  shall  be  designated  his 
name,  and  the  words  "  Commissioner  for  Massachusetts," 
together  with  the  name  ot  the  state  or  territory,  and  city 
or  county,  where  he  resides,  and  for  which  he  shall  have 
been  appointed,  and  he  shall  transmit  an  impression  of  such 


To  file  an  ira 
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seal,  witli  liis  signature,  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  filed  therein. 

Sect.  3.  No  commissioner  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
exercise  any  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  virtue  of 
such  appointment,  at  any  place  other  than  the  city  or  county 
in  which  he  shall  reside  at  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

Sect.  4.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  this  Secretary  of 
Commonwealth  to  prepare  instructions  and  a  set  of  forms,  to^^pai^and 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  for-  forward  in- 
ward the  same,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  together  with  a  copy  of  this  act,  to  every  person  who 
shall  be  appointed  a  commissioner  as  aforesaid,  and  to  all 
persons  who  now  hold  commissions  under  the  aforesaid 
provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  5.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  to  all  This  act  shall 
persons  now  holding  commissions  from  the  governor  of  this  ^^^  ^'' 
Commonwealth,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes aforesaid,  and  the  authority  of  all  said  commissioners 
heretofore  appointed,  shall  cease  and  be  revoked  at  the  end 
of  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  such  com- 
missioners shall  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act 
within  three  months  from  the  day  of  its  passage.  [Appi^oved 
by  the  Govej^nor,  Fehruarij  10,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Norfolk  Mills.  CIlClp.    18. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     George  W.  Martin,  Eliphalet  Baker,  William  Corporators. 
Coughlen,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Norfolk  Mills,  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  woollen,  cotten,  linen,  and  silk  Purpose, 
goods,  or  any  of  them,  in  the  city  of  Roxbury,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  Powers.duties, 
to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  ^^' 
thirty-eighth   and    forty-fourth    chapters    of    the    Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The   said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur-  Keai  estate, 
poses  aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  ;vhoie  capital, 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  cor-  ^300,ooo. 
poration  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  No  shares  to 
shall' be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  derp^T 
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in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  eflfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  10,  1854.] 

Chan     19  ^^  ^^^  ^^  incorporate  the  Nantucket  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  SeJiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporitor.=.  Sect.  1.  Justin  Lawreucc,  Charles  B.  Swain  and  Na- 
thaniel A.  SpraLi;ue,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Nantucket 
Gas  Light  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  selling 
gas  in  the  town  of  Nantucket;  with  all  the  powers  and 
D  iHes  liabiii-  P'"i^'il6ges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
tLs,  &c.  liabilities,   set  forth  in  the   thirty-eighth  and   forty-fourth 

chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
P^pj^^j  Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not 

550,010',  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars ;    and  said  corporation  may 

525,000!*^^'      liold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars. 
Shares  not  to      Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
be  issued  un-  shall  be  issucd  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 
"  ^^^'  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 

first  issued. 
May  open  the       Sect.  4.     Said   corporation,   with    the   consent   of    the 
ground  lay     selectmen  of  the  town  of  Nantucket,  shall  have  power  and 

131D6S     &C> 

authority  to  open  the  ground,  in  any  part  of  the  streets, 
lanes  and  highways,  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking 
and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors,  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  sink,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  corpo- 
ration, after  opening  the  ground  in  said  streets,  lanes,  and 
highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  into  repair,  under 
Provided.  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance  :  provided,  that 
the  said  selectmen  for  the  time  being  shall,  at  all  times, 
have  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control  all  the  acts 
and  doings  of  said  corporation,  which  may  in  any  manner 
affect  the  health,  safety  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town. 

Sect.  5.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  16,  1854.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Chcin.    20. 

Company.  "' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     On  receiving  from  the   subscribers  thereto  a  Guarantee 
guarantee  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  eYoo})oa 
be  paid  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Company,  established  at  Boston,  may 
make  insurance  against  fire  and  against  maritime  losses,  May  insure 
otherwise  than  on  the  mutual  principle ;  with  all  the  powers  and'maritime 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  losses, 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  chapter  of  the    ^  ^^^' 
Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  subsequent  acts  relating   to 
insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.     Said  company  may  increase  its  guarantee  cap-  May  increase 
ital  to  an  amount  not  exceeding   two   hundred    thousand  crpitXand 
dollars,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of  hold  real  estate 
this  act ;  and  may  hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  ^^'^^p'^^"^. 
forty  thousand  dollars,  excepting  such  as  may  be  taken  for 
debt,  or  held  as  collateral  security,  for  money  due  to  said 
company.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  16,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Salisbury  and  Ainesbury  Gas  Light  Company.  QhaV     21 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.      James    Babson,    David    French,    and    David  Corporators. 
Batchelder,   their   associates   and    successors,   are    hereby 
made   a  corporation,  by  the    name   of    the    Salisbury  and 
Amesbary  Gas  Liiiht  Company,  for  the  purpose  of   manu- 
facturing and   selling  gas   in  the  towns  of   Salisbury  and 
Amesbury,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject 
to   all  the   duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  Duties,  liabiii- 
the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  ^'*^'''    '^' 
Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore- Real  estate, 
said,  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty  thou-  f^^p}"^!*^' 
sand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  ^63,ojo. 
sixty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.    Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  select-  May  open  the 
men  of  the   towns  of  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  shall  have  ^[p^^'^^'^^g''^ 
the  power  and  authority  to  open  the  grounds  in  any  part  of 
the  streets,  lanes  and  highways  in  said  towns,  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  sinking  and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as 
it  may  be  necessary  to  sink    for  the    purpose  aforesaid; 
and  the  said  corporation,  after  opening  the  grounds  in  such 
streets,  lanes  or  highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same 
again  into  repair,  under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for 
rrovided.         a  nuisancc  :  provided,  however,  that  said  selectmen,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  at  all  times  have  the  power  to  regulate, 
restrict,  and  control  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, "which  may  in  any  manner  affect  the  health,  safety,  or 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns. 
Shares  not  to      Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
derpar.  tiOH  shall  be  issucd  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 

paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued.  {^Approved  hy  the  Governor, 
February  16,  1854.] 

Chan     22     ^^  ^^^  '•^  incorporate  the  Atlas  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Asahel  Huntington,  Benjamin  F.  Brown,   Otis 
P.  Lord,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  by  the  name  of  the  Atlas  Fire  and  Marine  In- 
surance Company,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Salem,  for 
Purpose.         the  purpose  of  making  insurance  against  losses  by  fire,  and 
Powers,duties,  against  maritim'e  losses  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
la  1 1  les, lc.   ^^^i  g^ijJQgj.  ^Q  g^]j  ^j^g  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  and  all  other   general  laws  which  are 
now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  in  force  relative  to  insurance 
companies. 
Capital  stock        Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock 
'     '  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 

May  increase  dollars  cach,  with  liberty  to  increase  the  same  to  any 
real  estate  not  amouut  uot  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and 
to  exceed        niay  hold  real  estate,  for  its  use,  not  exceeding  twenty  thou- 

sand  dollars. 
Subject  to  act  Sect.  3.  Said  compauy  may  do  business  in  accordance 
ofib5i,ch.28i.  .^jth  the  provisions  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty-first 
chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-one ;  and  shall  possess  the  power  of  determining, 
by  its  by-laws,  the  manner  of  making  and  apportioning  divi- 
dends to  its  members  and  stockholders. 
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Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  February  16, 1854.] 


An  Act  relating  to  the  Transportation  of  Baggage  on  Railroads.        Chap.    23. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  railroad  corporations  in  this  Checks  for 
Commonwealth  to  give  checks,  when  requested  to  do  so,  to  be"|ben. 
passengers,  for  the  baggage  of  such  passengers  when  deliv- 
ered for  transportation,  and  such  baggage  shall  be  delivered 
to  such  passengers  upon  the  surrender  of  such  checks ;  and 
any  such  corporation  refusing  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  this  Act,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for 
each  offence.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  18, 
1854.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Adoption  of  Children,  and  the  Change  of  Name  of  ChttD.   24. 

Persons.  "' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  saine,  as  follows  : 

When  any  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  petition  Judge  of  pro- 
the  judge  of  probate  for  leave  to  adopt  a  child,  not  his  or  certijjca'te^s'^&c 
her  own,  by  birth,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  three 
hundred  and  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  the  person  so  petition- 
ing, may,  at  the  same  time,  apply  for  a  change  of  name  of 
such  child,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  two  himdred 
and  fifty-sixth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one ;  and  if  the  judge  of  probate  shall  decree 
that  such  adoption  shall  take  effect,  he  may  pass  the  decree 
changing  the  name  of  such  child,  and  grant  the  certificate 
provided  for  in  said  two  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  chapter  of 
the  acts  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
without  requiring  public  notice  to  be  given  of  such  applica- 
tion, or  of  the  change  decreed.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor,  February  ^0,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Metropolitan  Hotel  Company. 

^'  ■  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     Ealph  W.  Holman,  Samuel  S.  Pierce,  and  Eben 
orpora  ors.     Qut,ler,  tlieir  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Metro- 
ton!    ^^         politan  Hotel  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hotel 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  maintaining  such  public  house, 
and  the  buildings  and  improvements  connected  therewith ; 
and  for  these  purposes  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
biiiUes^&c.^^^'  leges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  lia- 
bilities,   set   forth   in   the    thirty-eighth    and    forty-fourth 
Proviso.  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes :  provided,  however,  that 

said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on  the  business  of  hotel- 
keeping. 
Capital  not  to      Sect.  2.     The  wholc  amount  of  capital  stock  which  said 
11^000,000.       corporation  may  hold  for  the  purposes   aforesaid  shall  not 
exceed  one  million  dollars  in  value  :    provided,   that   no 
No  shares  to  share s  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be 

be  issued    un-  .  -if.  ^  i.i.n  •  ^   - 

der  par.  issucd  lor  a  Icss  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  m  on 

each,  than  the  par  value  of  tlie  shares  which  shall  be  first 
issued. 
When  to  take       Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  five  hundred 
^  ^'^^'  thousand  dollars  of  the  capital  stock  shall  have  been  sub- 

scribed by  responsible  parties,  and  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
said  company.  [Approved  by  the  Govertior,  February  21, 
1854.] 

Chd]).   26.     An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Benjamin  B.  Mussey,  Thomas  Thacher,  James  G.  Hovey, 
of  Boston,  in  the  coimty  of  Suffolk,  their  associates  and 
successors,  arc  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of 
the  Boston  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  be  estab- 
Term  of  twen- lished  iu  Bostou,  aforcsaid,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight 
Piirp^se.^^^"^^'  years,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  buildings,  stock  in  trade, 
and  all  other  kinds   of   personal  property,   on  the  mutual 
Duties,  liabiii-  principle ;  witli  all  the  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
ties,  &c.  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 

seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
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and  in  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fort3'-five,  and  in  all 
other  general  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  relating  to  such 
corporations.  [Approved  bij  the  Governor,  Fehriiary  21, 
1854.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Suffolk  Savings  Bank  for  Seamen  and  others,  to  QJkijj     27 
hold  Real  Estate.  ^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows: 

Sect.  1.     The  Suffolk  Savings  Bank  for  Seamen  and  oth-  May  hold  real 
ers  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  ^s*^^^- 
of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  :  provided,  however,  that  no  Proviso, 
part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except 
in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  pre- 
paration of  a  suitable  building  to  be  used  for  the  banking 
purposes  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  22, 1854.] 


An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  the    Neck  Village    Baptist    Society,  of  (Jhai).   28. 
Charlestown,  and  for  other  purposes.  ■*  * 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  corporate  name  of  the  Neck  Village  Bap- ^ame  changed 
tist  Society,  in  Charlestown,  is  hereby  changed ;  and  said 
society  shall,  hereafter,  be  called  and  known,  by  the  name 
of  the  Perkins  Street  Baptist  Society  in  Somerville ;  and 
the  conveyance  of  a  parcel  of  land,  situated  in  Somerville,  conveyance  of 
made  to  said  society,  by  Daniel  Tufts,  on  the  first  day  of  la""!   confirm- 
October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  is 
hereby  confirmed  to  said  society  under  its  new  name. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  22,  1854.]^ 

An  Act  to  change  the  Name  and  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Cape  Chan     29 
Cod  Branch  Railroad  Company.  '     jJ'    "^  • 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  corporation  established  by  the  name  of  xame  changed 
the  Cape  Cod  Branch  Railroad  Company  shall  hereafter  be 
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known  by  the  name  of  tlie   Cape   Cod  Railroad   Company, 

and  by  that  name  it  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  its  rights  and 

obligations   shall  remain  the  same  as  if  its  name  had  not 

been  changed. 
May  increase        Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
SW  000  ^^        crease  its  capital  stock  by  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars, 

to  be  divided  into  shares  of  sixty  dollars  each,  and  no 
No  shares  to  sharcs  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actu- 
be  issued  un-    qI\j  ^Q^id  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first 

issued. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take   efi'ect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  22, 1854.] 

ChaV.   30.  ^^  ^^^  ^°  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Suffolk  County  Mills. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius  : 

Additional  The  Suffolk  County  Mills  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 

SK)0^o6o.  crease  their  capital,  by  adding  thereto  a  sura  not  exceeding 
Invest  in  real  One  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  to  invest  such  portion 
^'ut^^'^"^^^  thereof  in  real  and  personal  estate,  as  may  be  necessary 
and  convenient  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  incor- 
ProTiso.  porated :  provided,  however,  that  no  shares  in  the  capital 

stock,  hereby  authorized,  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par 
value  of  the  shares,  in  the  original  capital  stock  of  said  cor- 
poration. [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  24, 
1854.] 

Chan    SI   An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mystic  River  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Location.  Sect.  1.      The  Mystic  River  Railroad  are  hereby   em- 

powered, in  addition  to  the  authority  given  them  iDy  the 
act  to  establish  said  corporation,  to  locate,  construct,  and 
maintain  their  railroad,  from  some  convenient  point  on 
the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  between  the  crossings  of 
said  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  by  the  Eastern  Railroad, 
south  of  Cambridge  Street,  and  Prison  Point  Bridge  in 
Charlestown ;  thence  north-easterly  by  a  curved  and  straight 
line  across  Main  Street,  northerly  of  the  junction  of  Med- 
ford  and  Bunker  Hill  Streets  with  said  Main  Street,  and 
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soutlierly  of  the  main  part  of  Johnson's  Wharf,  to  the  land 
or  flats  of  George  W.  Gerrish  and  others,  described  in  the 
original  Act  of  May  twenty-fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
»  three,  to  which  this  is  in  addition:  provided,  how eve?^,  no  ^^°'''^^°- 
engine-house  shall  be  located  north-easterly  of  Main  Street, 
by  said  corporation,  without  the  approval  of  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Charlestown ;  and  provided,  also,  Provided,  also, 
that  the  rate  of  speed  of  the  engines  and  cars  on  said  rail- 
road, in  crossing  the  streets  of  Charlestown,  may  at  any 
time  be  regulated  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  citji 
of  Charlestown;  and  joromc^ec?,  further,  that  all  the  grants  Provided, fur- 
herein  contained,  are  on  the  same  conditions  as  are  pro- 
vided in  section  second  of  the  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mys- 
tic River  Railroad,  being  chapter  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-three. 

Sect.  2.     The  location  of  the  part  of  said  railroad  au-  Filing  of  loca- 
thorized  by  this  act  shall  be  filed  within  two  years,  and  the  pieUon!    *^°"^' 
same  shall  be  completed  within  three  years  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act.     [^Approved  by  the    Governor,  February 
24,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  and  constructing  the  Amherst  and  Chan.   32. 

Belchertown  Railroad.  ■*  ' 

• 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  a?id  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  times  allowed  to  the  Amherst  and  Belchertown  Rail-  Time  extended 
road  Company,  for  locating  and  constructing  its  railroad, 
are   hereby  respectively  extended  two  years  beyond  the 
periods  now  fixed  by  law,  for  the  locating  and  constructing 
thereof.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  24:,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Taunton  Iron  Works  Company.  Chap.   33. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     William  L.  Hathaway,  Thomas  R.  Drake,  and  Corporators. 
H.  B.  Wetherell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made    a   corporation,  by  the   name  of  the   Taunton  Iron 
Works  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  manufac-  Purpose, 
turing  iron,  and  other  articles  of  which  iron  is  a  material, 
jin  the  town  of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  with  all 
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Duties,  liabiii-  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  re- 
ties,&c.  strictioDS  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the   thirty-eighth  and 

forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion, shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  in  amount,  to  be  actually 
^aid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Febru- 
ary 24,  1854.] 


Real  estate, 
580,000  ; 
whole  capital, 
g250,000. 


No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


Court  estab- 
lished. 


Power,  duty, 
&c. 


Chan.    34.  -^^  ^^^  ^'^  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Haverhill. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  atitlwrity  of 
tJte  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  A  Police  Court  is  hereby  established  in  the 
town  of  Haverhill,  to  consist  of  one  competent  and  discreet 
person,  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences,  and  misdemeanors, 
committed  within  said  town  of  Haverhill,  whereof  justices 
of  the  peace  now  have  or  may  have  jurisdiction ;  also,  of 
all  suits  and  actions  which  may  now,  or  at  any  time  here- 
after, be  heard,  tried,  and  determined,  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Essex,  whenever  all  the  parties 
shall  reside  in  Haverhill,  and  service  of  the  writ  is  had  on 
the  defendant  in  said  county. 

The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  concurrent  juris- 
diction, with  justices  of  the  peace  in  said  county  of  Essex, 
over  all  crimes,  offences,  and  misdemeanors,  whereof  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  Essex,  now  have,  or 
may  have,  jurisdiction;  also,  of  all  suits  and  actions  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county 
of  Essex. 

Sect.  3.  An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments 
of  said  police  court,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments 
of  justices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justice  of  said  police 
court  shall  not  bo  of  counsel  to  any  party  in  any  causQ 
which  may  be  pending  in  said  court. 


Jurisdiction. 


Appeal  allow- 
ed. 
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Sect.  4.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crim-  Fines,  costs, 
inal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  received  by,  or  paid  into  posed  o7.  '^" 
the   hands   of  the  justice  of   said  court,  shall  be  by  him 
accounted  for,  and  paid  over  to  the   same  persons,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are   by  law 
prescribed  in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

All  costs  in  such  prosecutions,  not  thus  received,  shall  be 
made  up,  taxed,  certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in 
like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of 
the  peace. 

Sect.  5.  The  justice  of  said  court  shall  retain  to  his  Compensation 
own  use,  all  fees  by  him  received,  or  which  now  accrue  to  ^  '  ' 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  actions  and  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, in  full  compensation  for  all  services  assigned  to  him 
by  the  provisions  of  this  Act :  provided^  that  he  shall  not 
retain  for  his  services  in  criminal  prosecutions,  a  sum  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  dollars  annually,  but  shall  pay  over 
to  the  county  treasurer  all  fees  received  by  him  in  criminal 
prosecutions  over  and  above  that  sum. 

Sect.  6.  A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice,  at  some  Court  how  of- 
suitable  ^lace  in  said  town  of  Haverhill,  to  be  provided  at  ^^"^  to  be  held, 
the  expense  of  said  town,  on  two  several  days  of  each 
week,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes, 
ofi"ences,  and  misdemeanors,  and,  on  two  several  days  in 
each  month,  to  be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  jus- 
tice, for  the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions.  The  justice  of 
said  court  may  adjourn  said  court,  as  justices  of  the  peace 
may  now  adjourn  the  same  hearings,  or  trials,  and  he  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the  or- 
derly and  uniform  transaction  of  the  business  thereof. 

Sect.  7.  The  justice  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  shall  keep  a 
record  of  all  proceedings  in  said  court,  and  shall  make  re-  make^return° 
turn  to  the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of  his 
doings  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace 
are  now  by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also,  annually, 
in  the  month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen  of  said 
town  of  Haverhill,  a  true  and  faithful  statement  of  moneys 
actually  received  by  him  as  fees,  and  all  charges  and  fees 
which  are  outstanding  and  claimed  to  be  due  to  him  at  the 
date  of  such  exhibit. 

Sect.  8.     There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  One  special 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one  special  J^^*^^^- 
justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,  sickness,  interest,  or  any  other  disability,  of  the 
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standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to 
hear  and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until  such 
Compensation,  disability  be  removed.  The  said  special  justice  shall  be 
paid  for  the  services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees  re- 
ceived in  said  court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice  would 
be  entitled  to  for  the  same  services. 

Sect.  9.  All  suits,  actions  and  prosecutions,  which  shall 
be  pending  within  the  said  town  of  Haverhill,  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sect.  10.  The  governor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing and  special  justice,  at  any  time  after  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  11.  This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  it  has  been 
accepted  by  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  in  town 
meeting  legally  notified  for  that  purpose.  [^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  25,  1854.] 


Pending  suits. 


Appointment 
of  justices. 


Act  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  the 
town. 


Chap.  35. 


Corporators. 


Duties,  liabili- 
ties, &c. 


Real  estate, 

S25,000 ; 
whole  capital, 
J?50,000. 


May  open  the 
ground,  lay] 
pipes,  &c. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Marblehead  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  George  Wilson,  John  Conway,  Jr.,  Gardner 
"Warren,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Marblehead  Gas  Light 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  gas 
in  the  town  of  Marblehead,  with  all  the  powers  and  priv- 
ileges, and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabili- 
ties, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, hold  real  estate,  not  exceediag  in  value  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  ex- 
ceed fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  8.  Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  the  town  of  Marblehead,  shall  have  the  power 
and  authority  to  open  the  ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets, 
lanes  and  highways  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking 
and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors,  as  it  may  be  nec- 
essary to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  the  said  cor- 
poration, after  opening  the  ground  in  such  streets,  lanes  or 
highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  again  into  repair, 
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under  tlie  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance :  pro-  Proviso. 
vided,  that  the  said  selectmen  for  the  time  being,  shall,  at 
all  times,  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict,  and  control 
the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  corporation,  which  may,  in 
any  manner,  affect  the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  cor-  No  shares  to 
poration  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  ^er  pTr!  ^"" 
actually  paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the 
shares  which  shall  first  be  issued.     [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
eriior,  February  25,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  E.  Carver  Company.  Chcip.    36. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  E.  Carver  Company  is  hereby  authorized  and  em-  Additional 
powered  to  increase  its  capital  stock,  by  adding  thereto  one  |i3o%o. 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  invest  such  por- 
tion thereof  in  real  estate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  To  invest 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  fJJ'i'egtate 
to  carry  on  the  business  for  which  said  company  was  incor- 
porated :  provided,  however,  that  no   shares,  in  said  capital  Proviso, 
stock,  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be   actu- 
ally paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first 
issued.     [Approved  by  the   Governor,  February  25,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  unite  the  Grand  Junction  Railroad  and  Depot  Company   and  Chcip.   37. 
the  Union  Railroad  Company.  -^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     That  the  Grand  Junction  Railroad;fand  Depot  Railroads 
Company  and  the  Union  Railroad  Company  are  hereby  con-  "°i*^^- 
stitutcd  and  made   one  corporation,  by  the  name  of   The 
Grand  Junction    Railroad  and  Depot   Company;    and    all 
the  franchises,  property,  powers  and  privileges,  now  en- 
joyed by,  and  all  the  restrictions,  liabilities  and  obligations 
imposed  upon,  said  two  corporations,  by  virtue  of  their  re- 
spective charters,  shall  appertain  to   said  united  corpora- 
tion, in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  contained 
in  or  acquired  under  an  original  charter,  and  all  contracts  Former  con- 
and  conveyances  heretofore  made  by  either  of  said  two  ed. 
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corporations,  are   hereby  confirmed  and   made  valid  and 
binding  upon  the  corporation  hereby  constituted. 
Time  extended      Sect.  2.     The  time  allowed  for  completing  the  Union 
Railroad,  is  hereby  extended  to  the  first  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor^  February '2^^,!^^^.'] 


Chap.    38.  ^^  ^^^  to  Incorporate  the  Boston  Stove  Foundry  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Thomas  Coggeshall,  George  B.  Hood,  and  Asa 
Dean,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Stove  Foundry 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  stove  castings 
from  iron,  in  the  town  of  Somerset  and  county  of  Bristol, 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
may  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- 
ration shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actu- 
ally paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  25, 1854.] 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


Real  estate, 
goO.OOO  ; 
capital, 
^100,000. 


No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


Chap.    39.       An  Act  concerning  the  Election  of  City,  Town  and  County  Officers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 


Certain  officers 
how  elected. 


Sect.  1.  In  all  elections,  hereafter  holden,  for  the  choice 
of  town,  city  or  county  ofiicers,  by  the  people,  the  person 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes,  shall  be  declared 
elected. 

Sect.  2.  Whenever  two  or  more  persons  are  to  be  elect- 
ed to  the  same  office,  the  several  persons,  to  the  number 
required  to  be  chosen,  having  the  highest  number  of  votes, 
shall  be  declared  elected. 
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Sect.  3.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  here-  inconsistent 
with,  are  hereby  repealed.  ^'*'  repealed. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  eflfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  27, 1854] 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Provident  Institution  for  Savings  in  the  town  of  Chap.    40. 
Boston,  to  hold  Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.      The  Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  in  the  To  hold  real  es- 
town  of  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  estate,  of^Vioo^Joo"^* 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars :  provided,  Proviso.' 
however,  that  no  part  of  said  amount   shall  be  invested  in 
real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase   of  a  suitable  site,  and 
the  erection  or  preparation  of   a  suitable  building,  to  be 
used  for  the  banking  purposes  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Athol  Reservoir  Company.  Chan     41 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Lyman  W.  Hapgood,   Theodore  Jones,   Abra-  corporators, 
ham  Oaks,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Athol  Reservoir  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing,  supporting,  and  occupying  a  Purpose, 
reservoir  of  water,  by  the  means  of  dams  in  the  towns  of 
Athol  and  Phillipston,  in  the  coimty  of  Worcester,  for  the 
supply  of  mills  situated  on  the  stream  below  said  reservoir, 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the   thirty-  Duties,  Uabiii- 
eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  Revised  Statutes.  ^^®®'  *^' 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  Real  estate, 
may  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars.  S5,ooo; 
and  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  ^io,ooo. 
shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  iN^o  shares  lo 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amoimt,  to  be  actually  Reissued  under 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  first  be  issued. 
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Compensation      Sect.  4.     Any  person  "wliose  land  is  Overflowed  or  other- 
hovfobtamed.   "^isB  injured  by  such  dam,  may  obtain  compensation  therefor 
in  the  manner  provided  in  the  one  hundred  and  sixteenth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  the  several  acts  in 
addition  to  and  amendment  thereof. 
Liability  of  Sect.  5.     The  Stockholders  of  the  Athol  Reservoir  Com- 

stockhoiders.  p^^^^  ^^iq]}  be  jointly  and  severally,  individually,  liable  for 
all  damages  that  may  result  to  any  and  all  persons  in  con- 
sequence of  the  construction  of  said  reservoir,  to  the  same 
extent  that  individuals  would  be  in  like  cases.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  February  27,  1854.] 

Chat)     42  ■^^  "^^^  ^°  incorporate  the  Amherst  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs : 

In  Amherst.  Ithamar  Conkey,  John  S.  Adams,  and  William  Kellogg, 
Jr.,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  of  the  Amherst  Savings  Bank,  to  be 
established  and  located  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
Duties,  liabiii-  and  subjcct  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
ties,  &c.  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 

and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  relating  to 
institutions  for  savings.  [App7^oved  by  the  Governor,  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1854.] 

C'hnn    4-*^     -^^  ^^^  ^°  incorporate  the  Maiden  and  Melrose  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators,  Sect.  1.  Henry  S.  Downs,  George  Odiorne,  Jamess 
Eaton,  and  Otis  Tufts,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Maiden  and 
Melrose  Gas  Light  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and 
selling  gas,  in  the  towns  of  Maiden  and  Melrose ;  with  all 

Duties,  liabiii-  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to   all  tlie  duties,. 

ties,  &c.  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 

forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Capital,  Sect.  2.     The  capital   stock  of  said  company   shall  not 

^eai'esute        excccd  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ; 

gioo.ooo.  and  said  corporation  may  hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in. 
value  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
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Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  No  shares  to 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  ^gr**^/*^  ^^' 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued. 

Sect.  4,     Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  select-  May  open  the 
men  of  the  towns  of  Maiden  and  Melrose,  respectively,  gfound,  lay 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  open  the  ground,  in  any 
part  of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways  of  said  towns,  for 
the  purpose  of  sinking  and  repairing  such  pipes  and  con- 
ductors as  it  may  be  necessary  to   sink  for   the  purposes 
aforesaid;    and   the    said   corporation,    after   opening   the 
ground  in  said  streets,  lanes  and  highways,  shall  be  held  to 
put  the  same  into  repair,  under  the  penalty  of  being  pros- 
ecuted for  a  nuisance  :  provided,  hoioever,  that  the  selectmen  Proviso, 
of  said  towns,  respectively,  for  the  time  being,  shall  at  all 
times  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control  all 
the  acts  and  doings  of  said  corporation,  which  may  in  any 
manner  affect  the  health,  safety  and  convenience  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  towns,  respectively. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  February  27,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Newton  and  Watertown  Gas  Light  Company.  Qfim).   44. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Joseph  W.  Stone,  Francis  Edmond,  and  Moses  Corporators. 
M.  Rice,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Newton  and  Watertown 
Gas  Light  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  selling 
gas,  in  the  towns  of  Newton  and  Watertown ;  with  all  the  Duties,  liabili- 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric-  ^^^^'  ^^' 
tions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  Capital, 
exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  said  cor-  fei'i'^esute, 
poration  may  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  one  Sioo,ooo. 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock   of  said  com-  No  shares  to 
pany  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  l^g^  par!^  ^^' 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     Said   corporation,   with    the   consent   of    the  May  open  the 
.selectmen  of  the  said  towns  of  Newton  and  Watertown,  or  p[p^s°  &c.  *^ 
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either  of  them,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  open  the 
ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets,  lanes  or  highways,  in  said 
towns,  for  which  the  right  may  be  granted,  for  the  purpose 
of  sinking  and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it 
may  be  necessary  to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And 
the  said  corporation,  after  opening  the  ground  in  said 
streets,  lanes  and  highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same 
into  repair,  under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a 
Proviso.  nuisance :  provided,  however,   that  the  said    selectmen  for 

either  of  said  towns,  for  the  time  being,  shall  at  all  times 
~  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control  all  the  acts 
and  doings  of  said  corporation,  which  may  in  any  manner 
aflfect  the  health,  safety  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  towns. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  1854.] 

Chop.    45.  ^'^"  ^^^  relating  to  the   State  Reform  School   and  the  State  Board  of 
-*  Agriculture. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Lands forstate      Sect.  1.     The  trustccs  of  the  State  Reform  School  are 
cuUure.     ^"'  hereby  authorized  to  place  under  the  charge  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  at 
.    "Westborough,  owned  by  the  Commonwealth,  except  such 
portion  thereof  as  may  be  required  for  the  use   of  the 
school,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  upon  such 
conditions  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Boards ;  and 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  is  hereby  authorized  to  take 
charge  of  and  manage  said  lands  as  fully  as  the  said  trus- 
tees are  now  authorized  by  law  to  do. 
Appropriation.      Sect.  2.     For  the  purposc  of  permanent  improvements 
upon  said  lands  and  of  agricultural  experiments  thereon, 
and  to   defray  the   ordinary  expenses  of  the  same  for  the 
current  year,  said  Board  may,  by  its  secretary,  and  as  the 
same  may  be  required,  draw  upon  the   treasurer  of   the 
Commonwealth,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the   aggregate 
six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  from  such  funds  as  may  be 
Governor  to     in  the  treasury ;  and  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to 
draw  warrant,  (j^-aw  his  Warrant  upon  the  treasurer  for  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars,  to  remain  in  the  treasury,  subject  to  the 
drafts  above  provided  for. 
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Sect.  3.     The  Board  of  Agriculture  shall,  in  the  annual  Board  of  agri- 
report  required  by  law,  make  a  full  report  of  all  sums  ex-  port^annuaUy, 
pended  upon  said  farm  for  each  year  that  it  may  be  under 
their  charge,  and  of  all  their  doings  in  relation  to   said 
premises,  and  the  results  thereof. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  construction  of  the  Eastern  Railroad.  Chcip.    46. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

The  time  allowed  to  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  by  Time  for  con- 
the  three  hundred  and  sixth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  tended. 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  to  extend 
and  construct  its  railroad,  is  hereby  extended  to  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five.     [Approved  by  the  Goveriior,  February  27, 1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Wesleyan  Association.  ChciV.    47. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Jacob  Sleeper,  Thomas  Patten,  Benjamin  H.  Corporators. 
Barnes,  their  associates  and  successors,  not  exceeding  at 
any  one  time  twenty  in  number,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Wesleyan  Association,  for 
the  purpose  of  printing  and  publishing  a  newspaper  in  Bos-  Purpose, 
ton,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  contained  in  the 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per-  Real  and  per- 
sonal property  necessary  for  conducting  said  business,  not  noTto^e^ceeP 
exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  value,  and  all  profits  520,000. 
which  shall  accrue  from  said  business  over  and  above  said 
capital  sum  necessary  for  conducting  the  same,  the   said 
corporation  shall  annually  divide  and  appropriate  among 
the   several  annual  conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  New  England,  for  the  benefit  of  the  superannu- Profits  how  ap- 
ated  and  necessitous  ministers  of  the   same,  their  wives,  P^'opi'^^^ed. 
widows  and  orphans,  in  such  proportions  as  said  corporation 
shall  deem  equitable. 
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First  meeting       Sect.  3.     Any  two   of  the  persons  named  in  the  first 
ow  ca  e  .      ggc^ion  of  this  act,  may  call  the  first  meeting  of  said  cor- 
poration, by  publishing  a  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting,  in  Zion's  Herald,  a  newspaper  published  in  Boston, 
one  week,  at  least,  prior  thereto. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  eflFect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  28,  1854.] 


Chan.    48.  An  Act  concerning  the  Commercial  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  satne,  as  follows  : 

Insure  against  The  Commercial  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  in 
OSS  y  re.  ^-^^  ^-^^  ^^  Boston,  in  addition  to  its  present  powers  and 
privileges,  may  make  insurance  on  the  mutual  principle, 
against  losses  by  fire ;  and  for  this  purpose,  shall  have  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  subsequent  acts 
relating  to  mutual  fire  insurance  companies.  [App?'oved  by 
the  Governor,  February  28,  1854.] 

Chap.    49.  A"   ^^^  ^°   increase    the  Capital  Stock   of  the   Maiden   Manufacturing 
■^  *  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Additional  Sect.  1.    The  Maiden  Manufacturing  Company  are  hereby 

1^3^0*000         authorized  to  increase  their  capital  stock,  by  adding  thereto 
How' invested,  three  himdred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  invest  such  portion 

thereof  in  real  and  personal  estate  as  may  be  necessary 

and-  convenient  for  carrying  on  the  business  for  which  said 

company  was  incorporated. 
No  shares  to      Sect.  2.     No  stock,  issucd  Under  this  act,  shall  be  issued 
der  imrT    ""'  foi'  ^  l^ss  sum  than  the  par  value  of  the  original  shares. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  28,  1854.] 

Chau.    50.  ^^  ^^^  *°  incorporate  the  American  Manufacturing  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tlie  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.      James    F.  WMttcmore,    William    C.    Wright, 
Eufus  A.  Putnam,  Jr.,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
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hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  American 
Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  Purpose, 
machinery,  in  the  city  of  Boston;  with  all  the  powers  and  Duties,  liabm- 
privileges,  and  subject  to   all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  ^^^^'  ^'^' 
liabilities,   set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Eevised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  mav,  for  the  purposes  afore-  i^eai  estate, 
said,  hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  seventy-five  capital, ' 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  com-  530o,ooo. 
pany  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  No  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  der  par. 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  tlie   shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  28, 1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Propri-  QJkjj)     ^1 
etors  of  Sargent's  Wharf,  in  Boston,"  passed  April  ninth,  A.  D.  eighteen  -^  " 

hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  the  Act  in  addition  thereto. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.    The  proprietors  of  Sargent's  Wharf,  in  Boston,  Capital  stock, 
are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  their  capital  stock  to  five  S^'^^'O^'^- 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  is  authorized  to  issue  New  shares  for 
new  shares,  for  the  amount  of  its  entire  stock,  the  par  value  ^^^'^^^  ^*°''^- 
thereof  to  be  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  to  be  divided 
amongst  the  present  shareholders  on  surrender  of  their 
certificates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  shares  now  held 
by  each  shareholder.  {Approved  by  the  Governor,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Dudley  Street  Baptist  Society  in  Roxbury.     Chop.    5.2. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Eben  Jones,  Samuel  "Walker,  and  Paul  Sears,  Corporators. 
Junior,  their  associates  and  successors,  and  proprietors  of 
pews  in  the  Dudley  Street  Baptist  Meeting-House  in  Rox- 
bury, in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion by  the  name  of  the  Dudley  Street  Baptist  Society  in 
5 
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Powers.duties,  Roxbuiy ;  "With  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
^^'  all  the  duties  and  liabilities  incident  to  religious  societies 

Real  and  per-  in  this  Commonwealth  J  with  power  to  hold  real  and  per- 
^S7^5,ooo!^^^'     sonal  estate  to  the  amount  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  : 
provided,  however,  the  same  be  appropriated  exclusively  to 
parochial  purposes. 
Deacons  to  Sect.  2.     Thc   dcacon^s  of  the   Dudley    Street   Baptist 

fn^-house,  &c.  Church  in  Roxbury,  formerly  the  Calviuistic  Baptist  Church, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  convey  to  the  said 
Dudley  Street  Baptist  Society  the  meeting-house  in  Rox- 
bury, aforesaid,  and  all  the  other  real  estate  held  by  said 
Proviso.  deacons  for  said  church :  provided,  however,  the  said  church 

shall  assent  to  and  direct  the  said  conveyance. 

Sect.  3,     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  3,  1854.] 


Chcip.    53.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  North  Brookfield  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         Amasa  Walker,  G.  B.  Deming,  Edmund  Smith,  their  asso- 
ciates  and   successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by 
the  name  of  the  North  Brookfield  Savings  Bank,  to  be  es- 
tablished and  located  in  the  town  of  North  Brookfield; 
Powers, duties,  with  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
<-*^c-  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth 

chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth  relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 
\App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  March  3,  1854.] 


Chav     54.         ^^  ^^^  ^°  incorporate  the  Chebacco  Branch  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Ezra  Perkins,  Jr.,  David  Choate,  John  Choate, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the   Chebacco  Branch  Railroad  Com- 
pany, with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
Powers, duties,  the  dutics,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
*''•  fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of 

the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the  said  statutes  relating  to  rail- 
road corporations,  and  in  all  general  laws  which  are  now  or 
may  be  hereafter  enforced  relating  to  railroad  corporations 
in  this  Commonwealth. 
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Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  construct  and  main-  Location, 
tain  a  railroad,  commencing  at  some  convenient  point  in  the 
town  of  Essex,  thence  running  through  the  towns  of  Ips- 
wich, Hamilton,  Wenham,  and  Danvers,  or  either  of  said 
towns,  to  unite  with  the  Danvers  and  Georgetown  Railroad 
at  some  convenient  point  in  Wenham  or  Danvers,  and  with 
authority  to  cross  the  Eastern  Railroad,  and  enter  upon  and 
use  the  Danvers  and  Georgetown  Railroad,  and  the  Eastern 
Railroad,  or  any  portions  of  them,  according  to  law. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation   shall  900  shares, 
consist  of  nine  hundred  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  *      ^^^  ' 
and  no  assessment  shall  be  made  thereon  of  a  greater  amount 
in  the  whole  than  one  hundred  dollars  on  each  share ;  and 
no  share  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  No  shares  to 
issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  der  pTr!  ^^' 
each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first 
issued ;  and  the  said  corporation  may  purchase   and  hold 
such   real  estate,  materials,  engines  and  cars,  and  other 
things,  as  may  be  necessary  for  depots  for  the  use  of  the 
said  road,  and  for  the  transportation  of  persons,  goods  and 
merchandise. 

Sect.  4.     The  said  Chebacco  Branch  Railroad  Company  May  contract 
are  hereby  authorized  to  lease  their  railroad  to  the  Dan-  porations.  ^"^' 
vers  and   Georgetown  Railroad  Company,  or  the  Eastern 
Railroad  Company,  for  such  term  of  time  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties,  or  to  contract  with  the  said  Danvers 
and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company,  or  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road Company,  to  operate  the  Chebacco  Branch  Railroad ; 
and  the  Chebacco  Branch  Railroad  Company  also  are  hereby  Way  receive 
authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  of  ^^  scnptions. 
said  company,  from  the  said  Danvers  and  Georgetown  Rail- 
road  Company,  or  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dollars :  provided,  Proviso. 
that  the  holders  of  tliree-fourths  of  the  stock  of  the  com- 
pany so  subscribing,  present  and  represented  at  a  meeting 
called  for  that  purpose,  shall  consent  to  the  same. 

Sect.  5.     If  the  location  of  the  said  railroad  be  not  filed  ^o°''t^[J°t1on'"^ 
according  to  law  within  one  year,  and  if  the  said  railroad 
be  not  constructed  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  this  act  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  6.     The  legislature  may  authorize  any  company  to  Ufed  by  an- 

•/  J.        **  otiiGrconiD3.ny, 

enter  with  another  railroad  upon  the  said   railroad,  any 
point  thereof,  and  use  the  same  according  to  law. 

Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  3,  1854.] 
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Powers,  duties, 
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Location. 
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Chap.  55.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Easton  Branch  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Oliver  Ames,  Oakes  Ames,  Howard  Lothrop, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Easton  Branch  Railroad  Company, 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities,  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of 
the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  said  statutes  relating  to  railroad 
corporations,  and  in  all  statutes  which  have  been,  or  shall 
be  hereafter  passed,  relating  to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  may  construct  a  railroad,  from 
some  convenient  point  on  or  near  the  Stoughton  Branch 
Railroad,  at  or  near  its  terminus  in  Stoughton,  thence  in  a 
southerly  direction  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Branch 
Turnpike,  so  called,  to  some  convenient  point  in  Easton,  at 
or  near  the  village  of  North  Easton. 

Sect.  3.  Said  company  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter 
upon  and  unite  their  railroad,  by  proper  means,  with  the 
Stoughton  Branch  Railroad,  at  or  near  the  terminus  thereof 
in  Stoughton,  and  also  to  make  use  of  said  Stoughton  Branch 
Railroad,  and  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  law. 

Sect.  4.  The  capital  stock  of  this  corporation  shall 
consist  of  not  more  than  one  thousand  shares,  the  number  of 
which  shall  be  determined,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  directors 
thereof;  and  no  assessment  shall  be  laid  thereon,  of  a 
greater  amount,  in  the  whole,  than  one  hundred  dollars  on 
each  share ;  and  said  corporation  may  take,  purchase,  and 
hold  such  real  estate,  and  may  purchase  and  hold  such  en- 
gines, cars,  and  other  things,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
use  of  said  railroad,  and  for  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers, goods,  and  merchandise. 

Sect.  5.  If  the  location  of  the  road,  as  provided  for  in 
the  second  section,  be  not  filed,  according  to  law,  within 
one  year,  and  if  said  railroad  be  not  completed  within  three 
years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  then  this  act  shall  be 
void. 

Sect.  6.  The  legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  regu- 
late the  rate  of  tolls,  or  other  receipts,  on  said  road,  when- 
ever the  net  income  thereof  shall  exceed  ten  per  cent,  per 
annum ;  but  the  tolls  or  other  receipts   shall  not,  without 


1,000  shares. 


^100  each. 


Location  and 
completion. 


Tolls,  &c. 
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the  consent  of  the  company,  be  so  reduced  as  to  produce 
less  than  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  investment  in  said 
company.      [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  3,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the   East  Boston  Dry  Dock  Chap.   56. 

Company, 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.      The   East   Boston   Dry   Dock   Company   are  Capital  stock 
hereby  authorized  to  increase   their  capital  stock  by  an  ^loolooo. 
amount  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to 
invest  such  increase  in  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  How  invested. 
and  convenient  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  said  cor- 
poration. 

Sect.  2.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  No  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  der  par.^ 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  7,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  change  the  location  of  the  Suffolk  Cordage  Company.        Chnp.   5  7. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The   Suffolk   Cordage  Company  is  hereby  authorized  to  Location 
manufacture  rope,  twine,  and  other  cordage,  in  the  city  of  °^^"^^  * 
Eoxbury ;  and  the  acts  and  doings  of  said  corporation  are 
hereby  affirmed  and  made  as  valid  as  if  said  authority  to  Doings  made 
manufacture,  as  aforesaid,  in  said  city  of  Roxbury,  were  ''^  ^  ' 
contained  in  the  original  act  of  incorporation  of  said  com- 
pany.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  7,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Revere  House  Company.  Chap.   58. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : — 

Sect.  1.     Frederick  W.  Lincoln,  Junior,  Pelham  Bonney,  Corporators. 
John  H.  Thorndike,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors 
of  the  Revere  House,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  and  main-  „  ,  ,.    -o 

..  ,.,.  n  -K  Til      M  T  1  Hotel  in  Bos- 

jtainjing  a  hotel  in  the  city  oi  Boston,  and  the  buildings  and  ton. 


38  1854.-T-CHAPTERS  59,  60. 

improvements  connected  therewith;  and  for  these  purposes 

shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to 
Privileges,  lia-  all  the  dutics,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the 
biiities,  &c.  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
Proviso.  utes :  provided,  however,  that  the  said  corporation  shall  not 

carry  on  the  business  of  hotel-keeping. 
Capital,  Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 

^500,000.         exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  they  may  invest 

in  real  and  personal  estate :  provided,  however,  that  no 
No  shares  to  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be 
^eissue  un  er  jgg^gjj  fQj,  ^  jggg  g^jj^  qj.  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on 

each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first 
issued. 
When  to  go  Sect.  3.     TMs  act  shall  not  go  into  effect  until  the  sum 

of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  capital 
stock  shall  have  been  subscribed,  by  responsible  parties, 
and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  said  company.  [Approved 
hy  the  Govertior,  March  7,  1354.] 

Chan     59    ^^  ^^^  ^^  addition  to  an  Act  concerning  the  manner  of  Voting  at  certain 
"'         '  Elections. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Ballots  to  indi-  Sect.  1.  All  votcs  and  ballots  for  governor,  lieutenant- 
cate  the  office,  governor.  Senators  and  representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  representatives  in  congress,  whether  deposited 
in  the  ballot-box  in  a  sealed  envelope  or  not,  shall  clearly 
indicate,  in  print  or  writing,  the  office  for  which  each  person 
voted  for  is  designed,  and  no  vote  which  does  not  so  indi- 
Proviso.  cate  it  shall  be  counted  :  provided,  however,  that  in  all  trials 

for  the  choice  of  representatives  to  the  general  court  or  to 
congress,  when  no  other  officer  is  voted  for,  the  office  need 
not  be  indicated,  in  print  or  writing. 

Sect.  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  here- 
with, are  hereby  repealed.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  7,  1854.] 


Chai).   60.  ^"^  ■^^^  ^^  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Milford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Gerieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Court  estab-         Sect.  1.     A  policc  court  is  hereby  established  in  the 
town  of  Milford,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  to  consist  of 


lished. 
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one  competent  and  discreet  person,  to  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  the  governor,  pursuant  to  the  constitution, 
as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  exclusive  Power,  duty, 
jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors  com- ''  ^' 
mitted  within  the  said  town  of  Milford,  whereof  justices  of 
the  peace  now  have  or  may  have  jurisdiction ;  also,  of  all 
suits  and  actions  which  may  now  or  at  any  time  hereafter 
be  heard,  tried  and  determined  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  county  of  "Worcester,  whenever  all  the  parties 
shall  reside  in  Milford  and  service  of  the  writ  is  had  on  the 
defendant  in  said  county.     The  said  court  shall  have  original  Jurisdiction. 
and  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  justices  of  the  peace  in 
said  county  of  Worcester,  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  mis- 
demeanors, whereof  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  county 
of  Worcester  now  have  or  may  have  jurisdiction ;  also,  of 
all  suits  and  actions  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  justice 
of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  Worcester. 

Sect.  3.     An  appeal  shall  l3e  allowed  from  all  judgments  Appeal 
of  said  police  court,  in  like  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  ^ii°^^^<^- 
that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments  of 
justices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justice  of  said  police  court 
shall  not  be  of  counsel  to   any  party,  in  any  cause  which 
may  be  pending  in  said  court. 

Sect.  4.  All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crim-  Fines,  costs, 
inal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  received  by  or  paid  into  pj'sed^o^  *^" 
the  hands  of  the  justice  of  said  court,  shall  be  by  him 
accounted  for  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are  by  law 
prescribed  in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace.  All  costs 
in  such  prosecutions,  not  thus  received,  shall  be  made  up, 
taxed,  certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like  man- 
ner as  is  provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  5.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall  retain  to  his  Compensation 
own  use   all  fees  by  him  received,  or  which  may  accrue  to  °  J^^^^^^^- 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  actions  and  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, in  full  compensation  for  all  services  assigned  to  him 
by  the  provisions  of  this  act :  provided,  that  he   shall  not  Fees  over  ^300 
retain  for  his  services,  in  criminal  prosecutions,  a  sum  ex- ^j.^gj,gy°gj^°""*^ 
ceeding  three  hundred  dollars  annually,  but  shall  pay  over 
to  the  county  treasurer  all  fees  received  by  him  in  criminal 
prosecutions  over  and  above  that  sum. 

Sect.  6.     A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice,  at  some  Court  how  of- 
suitable  place  in  said  town  of  Milford,  to  be  provided  at 
the  expense  of  said  court,  on  two   several  days  of  each 
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"week,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes, 
offences  and  misdemeanors,  and  on  two  several  days  in  each 
month,  to  be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  justice,  for 
the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions.  The  justice  of  said 
court  may  adjourn  said  court,  as  justices  of  the  peace  may 
now  adjourn  the  same  hearings  or  trials  ;  and  he  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly 
and  uniform  conducting  of  the  business  thereof. 
Shall  keep  a        Sect.  7.     The   lusticc  of   said  court  shall  keep  a  fair 

fair  record  and  t      j*     ^^  t  •  -t  ,  iini 

make  return,  rccord  01  ail  procecdnigs  in  said  court,  and  shall  make  re- 
turn to  the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes  and  of  his 
doings  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace 
are  now  by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also,  annually, 
in  the  month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen  of  the 
said  town  of  Milford  a  true  and  faithful  statement  of  money 
actually  received  by  him  as  fees,  and  all  charges  and  fees 
which  are  outstanding  and  claimed  to  be  due  to  him  at  the 
date  of  such  exhibit. 

One  special  Sect.  8.     There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 

justice.  ^^^  ^.^j^  ^j^g  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one  special 

justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,  sickness,  interest,  or  any  other  disability  of  the 
standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to 
hear  and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to 
exercise   all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until  such 

Compensation,  disability  be  removed.  The  said  special  justice  shall  be 
paid,  for  the  services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees  re- 
ceived in  said  court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice  would 
be  entitled  to  for  the  same  services. 

Pending  suits.  Sect.  9.  All  suits,  actions  and  prosecutions,  which  shall 
be  pending  within  the  said  town  of  Milford,  before  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Appointment  Sect.  10.  The  govcmor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
^^^ '  ^  ■  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing and  special  justices,  at  any  time  after  receiving  notice 
of  the  adoption  of  this  act  by  the  town  of  Milford,  as 
herein-after  mentioned. 

Act  to  be  ac-      Sect.  11.     TMs  act  shall  be  void  uulcss  the  inhabitants 

cepted  by  the  ^f  ^|^^  ^^^^  ^^  Milford,  at  a  legal  town  meeting  called  for 
that  purpose,  shall,  by  a  written  vote,  determine  to  adopt 
the  same,  within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk  of 
said  town  of  Milford,  to  certify  that  fact  to  his   excellency 
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the  governor,  if  the  town  should   so   vote    to   adopt  this 
act.      [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  8,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Israel  Brayton  tOj^Plant  Oysters  in  Taunton  Great  Chap.   61. 

River.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Represeiita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Israel  Brayton,  of  Somerset,  in  the  county  of 
Bristol,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
plant  and  dig  oysters  in  the  waters  and  flats  of  Taunton  to  plant  and 
Great  River,  in  front  and  easterly  of  said  Brayton's  land,  in^g^omerset 
in  said  town  of  Somerset,  from  high-water  mark  to  the 
channel  of  said  river.  Said  Brayton's  land  is  bounded  on 
the  south  by  land  of  William  Wilbur,  on  the  west  by  the 
new  highway,  so  called,  on  the  north  by  land  of  the  heirs 
of  late  William  Hade,  deceased,  and  on  the  east  by  Taun- 
ton Great  River. 

Sect.  2.  Said  Brayton,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  have  Exclusive  use. 
exclusive  use  of  said  waters  and  flats,  from  high-water 
mark  to  the  channel  of  said  river,  as  defined,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  planting  and  digging  oysters,  for  the  term  of  twenty 
years ;  and  if  any  person  shall,  within  said  limits,  dig  or 
take  any  oysters,  during  said  term,  without  license  from 
said  Brayton,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  Penalty, 
fine,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  said 
Brayton,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the 
same. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  8,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Clinton  Gas  Light  Company.  Chcip.    62. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.      Horatio  N.  Bigelow,    Franklin   Forbes,   and  corporators. 
Henry  Kellogg,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Clinton  Gas  Light 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  gas  purpose, 
in  the  town  of  Clinton ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  Duties,  liawii- 
forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  t»es,  &c. 
Revised  Statutes. 
6 
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Real  estate, 
^30,000 ; 
capital, 
^50,000. 


May  open  the 
ground,  lay 
pipes,  &c. 


Proviso. 


Other  compa- 
nies may  take 
stock,  &c. 


No  shares  to 
be  issued  under 
par. 


Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  the  town  of  Clinton,  shall  have  po"v;»er  and  author- 
ity to  open  the  ground,  in  any  part  of  the  streets,  lanes  and 
highways  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  and  re- 
pairing such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be  necessary  to 
sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  corporation, 
after  opening  the  ground  in  such  streets,  lanes,  or  highways, 
shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  again  in  repair,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance :  provided,  that 
the  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  power 
to  regulate,  restrict  and  control,  the  acts  and  doings  of  the 
said  corporation,  which  may  affect  the  health  or  safety  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Clinton. 

Sect.  4.  Any  manufacturing,  machine,  or  other  company, 
having  its  place  of  business  in  said  town,  may  take  and  hold 
stock  in  said  Gas  Light  Company,  not  exceeding  a  sum,  the 
interest  of  which  will  pay  for  all  the  gas  consumed  and  used 
for  the  purpose  of  lighting  the  buildings  belonging  to  such 
company. 

Sect.  5.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  8,  1854.] 


Chap.  63. 


Plaintiff  to 
make  oath,  &c. 


An  Act  in  relation  to  Arrests  in  Actions  of  Tort. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

No  person  shall  be  arrested  on  mesne  process  in  an  ac- 
tion of  tort,  unless  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  in  his  behalf, 
first  makes  oath  that  he  believes  that  the  cause  of  action  set 
forth  in  the  writ,  is  just  and  true.  [App?'ovcd  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  8,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  the  Bristol  County  Savings  Bank  to  hold  Real  Estate.  Chap.   64. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Bristol  County  Savings  Bank  is  hereby  Amount  real 
authorized  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  ^^*^*^- 
thousand  dollars :  provided,  however,  that  no  part  of  said  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of 
a  suitable  building  to  be  used  for  the  banking  purposes  of 
said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  8,  1854.] 

An  Act  to   authorize   the   Lowell  Institution  for  Savings   to  hold  Real  Chap.   65. 

Estate. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Se?iate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.     The  Lowell  Institution  for  Savings  is  hereby  Amount  real 
authorized  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  forty  thou-  ^^^^^^• 
sand  dollars  :  provided,  however,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  Proviso, 
shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a 
suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable 
building,  to  be  used  for  the  banking  purposes  of  said  cor- 
poration. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  8,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Chemical  Company.  ChaP-   66. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Andrew  H.  Ward,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Ward,  and  H.  Gr.  Corporators. 
Wheelock,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  all  kinds  of  Purpose, 
chemicals,  acids  and  drugs,  in  either  of  the  counties  of  Suf- 
folk or  Norfolk,  under  the  name  of  the  Boston  Chemical 
Company;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  Powers.duties, 
to   all  the   duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  *"• 
the  ^thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Eevised 
Statutes. 
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Real  estate,  Sect.  2.  Said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purposes 
fapit'ai,  '  aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and 
^300,000.         fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said 

company  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

[Appj-oved  hy  the  Gover?ior,  March  8,  1854.] 

Chap.    67.  An  Act  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Boston    Stone    Dressing   Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Benjamin  Perkins,  Luther  Munn,  John  G.  Web- 
ster, their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Stone  Dressing  Com- 
Purpose.         pany,  for  the  purpose   of  cutting,  dressing  and  polishing 
stone,  by  machinery  and  otherwise,  for  building  and  other 
purposes,  in  the  coimties  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  or  either 
Powers, duties,  of  them;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
*"'  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the 

thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Eevised  Stat- 
utes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     The  said  Corporation,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
capital, '         said,  may  take  and  hold  real  estate,  to  the  amount  of  sev- 
poo,ooo.        enty-five  thousand  dollars ;  and  their  whole  capital  stock 

shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to       Sect.  3.     No  shares  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum,  ac- 
beissuedunder  ^^^a^;[iy  pai(j  jn  on  each  share,  than  the  original  par  value  of 
the  shares  first  issued.   [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
8,  1854.] 

Chap.   68.  ^"^  Act  to  authorize  John  H.  Gregory  and  his  associates  to  build  a  Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

"Wharf  in  Mar-  John  H,  Gregory,  and  his  associates,  are  hereby  autlio- 
biehead.  rized  to  build  and  maintain  a  wharf  in  the  harbor  of  Mar- 

blehead,  to  extend  from  their  land,  at  a  place  called  Red 
Stone  Cove,  one  hundred  and  ninety  feet,  in  a  southerly 
direction,  from  high-water  mark  in  said  cove,  to  the  outer 
Wi  th  an  L  part  ledge  situated  off  the  same;  with  liberty  to  build  an  L  part, 
of  forty  feet  in  length  and  fifteen  feet  in  breadth,  to  extend 
and  run  in  a  south-westerly  or  westerly  direction  from  the 
southerly  termination  of  the  wharf.     Also  to  lay  vessels  at 
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the  ends  and  sides  of  the  wharf,  and  receive  dockage  and  Rights,  &c. 
wharfage  therefor :  provided,  that  this  act  shall  not  in  any  Proviso, 
manner  impair  the  legal  rights   of  any  person  whatever. 
{^Approved  by  the  Governor ,  March  8,  1854.] 


An  Act  relating  to  the  Third  Congregational  Society  in  Springfield.         Chap.    69. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

The  trustees  of  the  funds  of  the  Third  Congregational  Additional  real 
Society  in  Springfield,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  pro-  estat^!'^^°'^^ 
vided  for,    by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  January 
thirty-first,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  are 
hereby  authorized  to   receive,  hold,  improve,  and  manage, 
for  said  society,  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  the  annual 
income  of  which  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  :  provided,  however,  that  said  income   shall  be  used.  Proviso, 
by  said  trustees,  exclusively  for  the  support  of  the  ministry, 
and  for  other  parochial  purposes,  as  the  said  society  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  direct.     [^Approved  by  the    Governor, 
March  8,  1854.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the    Election  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  Chap.   70. 
the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  In  all  elections  hereafter  holden  for  the  choice  How  elected, 
of  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
the  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
declared  elected,  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith  transmit 
to  such  person  a  certificate  of  such  choice  signed  by  the 
governor  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary. 

Sect.  2.     In  case  two   or  more  persons  in  any  congres-  Another  eiec- 
sional  district,  shall  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  tion  in  certain 
of  votes,  no  person  shall  be   deemed  to  be   elected,  and 
another  election  shall  be  ordered  as  provided  in  the   sixth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  3.     The  first  section  of  the  fortieth  chapter  of  the  inconsistent 
acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^^^ts  repealed, 
fifty-one,  and  all  other  acts,  and  parts   of  acts  inconsistent 
herewith,  are  hereby  repealed.     [Approved  by  the  Gover- 
nor, March  8,  1854.] 
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Chap.    71.  -^^  ^^^  ^"  addition  to  the  Acts   incorporating  the  Boston    Asylum  and 
-*  Farm  School  for  Indigent  Boys. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  In  addition  to  the  existing  members  of  the 
corporation  of  the  Boston  Asylum  and  Farm  School  for 
Indigent  Boys,  the  present  and  future  boards  of  managers 
shall  be  and  become  members,  with  all  the  rights  of  the 
corporators. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  take  and  hold  real  and 
personal  estate,  to  an  amount  in  value  not  exceeding  double 
that  authorized  by  the  act  of  1835,  chapter  28,  to  which 
this  act  is  in  addition,  and  upon  the  same  conditions  as  are 
therein  specified.  {Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9, 
1854.] 


Members. 


Real  and  per- 
sonal estate. 


Chap.  72. 


An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Blackstone. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 


Police  Court 
established. 


Sect.  1.     A  police  court  is  hereby  established  in  the  town 
of  Blackstone,  to   consist  of  one  competent  and  discreet 
person,  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 
Powers,duties,      Sect.  2.     The  Said  court  shall  have  Original  and  exclusive 
&°-  jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences,  and   misdemeanors, 

committed  within  said  town  of  Blackstone,  whereof  justices 
of  the  peace  now  have,  or  may  have  jurisdiction ;  also,  of 
all  suits  and  actions  which  may  now,  or  at  any  time  here- 
after, be  heard,  tried,  and  determined,  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  whenever  all  the  par- 
ties shall  reside  in  Blackstone,  and  service  of  the  writ  is 
had  on  the  defendant  in  said  county. 

The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  concurrent  juris- 
diction, with  justices  of  the  peace  in  said  county  of  Worces- 
ter, over  all  crimes,  offences,  and  misdemeanors,  whereof  jus-" 
tices  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  Worcester,  now  have, 
or  may  have,  jurisdiction ;  also,  of  all  suits  and  actions  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county 
of  Worcester. 

Sect.  3.     An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments 
of  said  police  court,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  same  ex- 


Appeal  al- 
lowed. 


1854.— Chapter  72.  47 

tent,  that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments 
of  justices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justice  of  said  police 
court  shall  not  be  of  counsel  to  any  party  in  any  cause 
which  may  be  pending  in  said  court. 

Sect.  4.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crim-  Fines,  costs, 
inal  prosecutions,  which   shall  be  received  by,  or  paid  into  p^g^ J "J^  *^'^" 
the    hands   of  the  justice  of   said  court,  shall  be  by  him 
accounted  for,  and  paid  over  to  the   same  persons,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as   are   by  law 
prescribed  in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

All  costs  in  such  prosecutions,  not  thus  received,  shall  be 
made  up,  taxed,  certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in 
like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of 
the  peace. 

Sect.  5.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall  retain  to  his  what  fees 
own  use,  all  fees  by  him  received,  or  which  now  accrue  to  ^gt^^^^™^^ 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  actions  and  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, in  full  compensation  for  all  services  assigned  to  him 
by  the  provisions  of  this  act :  provided,  that  he   shall  not  Fees  over  S300 
retain  for  his  services  in  criminal  prosecutions,  a  sum  ex-  ti^gasurer?^'^*^ 
ceeding  three  hundred  dollars  annually,  but  shall  pay  over 
to  the  county  treasurer  all  fees  received  by  him  in  criminal 
prosecutions  over  and  above  that  sum. 

Sect.  6.  A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice,  at  some  when  to  be 
suitable  place  in  said  town  of  Blackstone,  to  be  provided  at  ^^^<^- 
the  expense  of  said  town,  on  two  several  days  of  each 
week,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes, 
offences,  and  misdemeanors,  and  on  two  several  days  in 
each  month,  to  be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  jus- 
tice, for  the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions.  The  justice  of 
said  court  may  adjourn  said  court,  as  justices  of  the  peace 
may  now  adjourn  the  same  hearings,  or  trials,  and  he  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the  or- 
derly and  uniform  conducting  of  the  business  thereof. 

Sect.  7.  The  justice  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  Records,  re- 
record  of  all  proceedings  in  said  court,  and  shall  make  re-  ^"'^'^^'  *^" 
turn  to  the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of  his 
doings  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace 
are  now  by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also,  annually, 
in  the  month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen  of  the  said 
town  of  Blackstone,  a  true  and  faithful  statement  of  money 
actually  received  by  him  as  fees,  and  all  charges  and  fees 
which  are  outstanding  and  claimed  to  be  due  to  him  at  the 
date  of  such  exhibit. 
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Special  justice.      Sect.  8.     There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one   special 
justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,    sickness,   interest,    or    other    disability   of    the 
standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of   said  court,  to 
hear  and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  of  the   standing  justice,  until  such 
disability  be  removed.     The  said  special  justice  shall  be 
How  paid.       paid  for  the  services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees  re- 
ceived in  said  court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice  would 
be  entitled  to  for  the  same  services. 
Pending ac-         Sect.  9.     All  suits,  actions  and  prosccutions,  whicli  sliall 
*'°"^'  be  pending  within  the  said  town  of  Blackstone,  before  any 

justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,-  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 
Justices,  when      Sect.  10.     The  govcmor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
appointed.       ^^^^  advicc  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing and  special  justice,  at  any  time  after  receiving  notice 
of  the  adoption  of  this  act  by  the  town  of  Blackstone,  as 
herein-after  mentioned. 
Void  unless  Sect.  11.     Tliis  act  shall  be  void,  uulcss  the  inhabitants 

wSn  vot^e.  *^f  *^^6  town  of  Blackstonc,  at  a  legal  town  meeting,  called 
for  that  purpose,  shall,  by  a  written  vote,  determine  to  adopt 
the  same,  within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk 
of  said  town  of  Blackstone,-  to  certify  that  fact  to  his  excel- 
lency, the  governor,  if  the  town  should  so  vote  to  adopt  this 
act.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  11,  1854.] 

Chap.   73.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Winthrop  House  Company. 

Be  it  etiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Samuel  S.  Pierce,  Setli  W.  Fowle,  Samuel  S. 
Perkins,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Winthrop  House  Company ; 
for  the  purpose  of  owning,  holding,  improving  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  house  called  the  Winthrop  House,  situated  at 
the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston  Streets,  in  Boston,  in 
said  Commonwealth,  and  the  buildings  and  appurtenances 
Privileges,  thereto  belonging;  and  for  these  purposes,  shall  have  all 
liabilities,  &c.  ^j^^  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
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ter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  this  Common-wealth :  pro-  Proviso. 
vided,  however,  that  said  company  shall  not  engage  in  the 
business  of  hotel-keeping. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  Capital, 
exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  they  may  invest  S^^^>^^^- 
in  real  and  personal  property,  necessary  and  convenient  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid :  provided,  however,  that  no  shares  in  no  shares  to 
the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  ^gj.^®\^®^  ^^' 
less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the 
par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued.     [^Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  March  11,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Division  of  Water  Rights.  Chat).    74. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     All  persons  who  are  interested  as  joint  ten- water  rights, 
ants,  tenants  in  common  or  otherwise,  in  any  mill  privilege,  **^- 
water  right,  or  other  incorporeal  hereditament,  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, may  be  compelled  to  divide  the  same,  either  by  Division,  &c. 
bill  in  equity,  in  the  supreme  judicial  court;  or  in  the  man-  • 
ner  provided  for  the  division  of  land,  by  the  statutes  of  this 
Commonwealth ;   in  which    latter  case,  [the  commissioners 
appointed  to  make  partition  shall  set  forth,  in  their  return, 
the  best  method  of  setting  off  to  the  several  parties  their 
respective  shares  or  interests,  and  thereupon  the  said  Court 
may  require  the   several  parties  interested,  or   either  of 
them,  to  perform  such  acts  as  justice  and  equity  may  require, 
and  may  make  all  such  orders  and  decrees,  in  the  premises, 
according  to  the  course  of  proceedings  in  chancery,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  do  justice  between  the  parties. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  11,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Chelsea  Brick  Manufacturing  Company.       Phnt^     75 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  George  B.  Parrott,  William  W.  Bullock,  Levi  corporators. 
Wilkins,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Chelsea  Brick  Manufac- 
turing Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  brick,  in 
the  town  of  Chelsea,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  with  all  the 
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Powers, duties,  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric- 
tions and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Eevised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  estate,  nec- 
essary and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  amount  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
whole  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars :  provided,  however,  that  no 
shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be 
issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on 
each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \_Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  11,  1854.] 


Real  estate, 
^100,000  ; 
capital, 
^300,000. 


No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


Chctp.    76.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lowell  Traders'  and 
Mechanics'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Guarantee  Sect.  1.     On  receiving  from  the   subscribers  thereto  a 

capital.  ,  guarantee  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be 
paid  in  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
Lowell  Traders'  and  Mechanics'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  may  make  insurance  against  fire  and  against  mar- 
itime losses,  otherwise  than  on  the  mutual  principle ;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  subsequent  acts 
relating  to  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  may  increase  its  guarantee  cap- 
ital, to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.  So  much  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  in  addition, 
as  may  be  construed  to  require  property  hereafter  insured 
by  said  company  to  be  divided  into  separate  classes,  is 
hereby  repealed.  But  no  existing  contract,  for  insurance 
with  said  company,  shall  be  affected  by  said  repeal. 

Sect.  4.  Said  company  shall  hereafter  be  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Traders'  and  Mechanics'  Insur- 
ance Company.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  11, 
1854.] 


Insure  against 
fire  and  mari- 
time losses. 
Duties,  liabili- 
ties, &c. 


Increase  guar- 
antee capital. 


Partial  repeal. 
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tracts not  af- 
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Name  changed 
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An  Act  concerning  County  Commissioners.  Chap.    77. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.     The  county  commissioners  now  in  office  in  the 
several  counties,  except  in  Suffolk  and  Nantucket,  shall  be 
divided  into  three  classes :  those  of  the  first  class  shall  Three  classes. 
hold  their  offices  until  the  day  of  the  next  annual  election 
of  governor,  and  until  successors  shall  be  chosen  and  quali- 
fied in  their  stead,  and  no  longer ;  those  of  the  second  class  2d  class. 
shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  day  of  the  annual  election 
of  governor,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  and  until  successors  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified 
in  their  stead,  and  no  longer;  those  of  the  third  class  shall  3d  class. 
hold  their  offices  until  the  day  of  the  annual  election  of  Term  of  office. 
governor,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
six,  and  until  successors   shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  in 
their  stead. 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commission-  Classes  deter- 
ers  in  each  of  said  counties,  within  sixty  days  after  this  act  ™™^  ^ 
shall  take  effect,  to  determine,  by  lot,  to  which  one  of  the 
said  classes  each  member  of  their  board  shall  belong;  they 
shall  cause  a  record  to  be  made  of  such  determination,  and 
shall,  within  thirty  days  after  such  determination,  cause  an 
attested  copy  of  said  record  to  be  published  once,  in  each 
newspaper  printed  in  said  county. 

Sect.  3.  At  the  next  annual  election  of  governor,  and  one  to  be  cho- 
at  such  annual  election  iu  each  year  thereafter,  in  each  of  ®^^  annually, 
the  counties  except  Suffolk  and  Nantucket,  there  shall  be 
one  county  commissioner  chosen  in  the  manner  prescribed 
in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  for  the 
election  of  county  commissioners,  except  so  far  as  such 
manner  is  changed  by  this  act ;  such  commissioner  not  to 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  town  as  either  of  the  commis- 
sioners remaining  in  office,  and  every  commissioner  so 
chosen  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and 
until  a  successor  is  chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead. 

Sect.  4.  The  county  commissioners  in  each  county  shall  Chairman  cho- 
hereafter  choose  a  chairman  of  their  board,  by  ballot,  an-  ^^°  ^'  ^  °*" 
nually,  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  annual  election. 

Sect.  5.     The  special  commissioners,  now  in  office,  shall  Special  com- 
hold  their  offices  until  the  annual  election  of  governor,  in  ™^^^^°'^"^- 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  until 
successors  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  places. 
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How  elected.  Sect.  6.  At  the  annual  election,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  each  third  year  there- 
after, in  each  of  the  counties  except  Suffolk  and  Nantucket, 
there  shall  be  two  special  commissioners  elected,  in  the 
manner  provided  in  this  act,  for  the  election  of  county 
commissioners,  said  special  commissioners  not  to  be  inhab- 
itants of  the  same  town,  or  of  the  same  town  as  either  of 
the  county  commissioners,  excepting  in  the  county  of  Dukes, 
and  such  special  commissioners  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
Term  of  office,  the  term  of  three  years,  and  until  successors  shall  be  chosen 

and  qualified  in  their  places. 
Elections,  how      Sect.  7.     In  all  elections  of  county  commissioners  and 
decided.  special  commissioners,  the  person  having  the  highest  num- 

ber of  votes,  and  being  otherwise  qualified,  shall  be  declared 
to  be  elected ;  but,  in  case  two  or  more  persons  shall  have 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  by  reason  of  which  neither  of 
such  persons  shall  be  elected,  another  election  shall  be' 
ordered,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  fourteenth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Inconsistent  Sect.  8.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with  the 
acts  repealed.  ppQvisions  of  this  act,  arc  hereby  repealed.  [Appr^oved  by 
the  Governor,  March  11,  1854.] 


Chap.    78.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Franklin  Locomotive  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
'  tives,  ill  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Jonathan  Amory,  Thomas  A.  Dexter,  and 
William  P.  Parrott,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Franklin 
Locomotive  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
locomotive  engines,  steam-boilers,  furnaces,  and  other  ma- 
chinery, in  the  city  of  Boston ;  with  power  to  hold  any  pa- 
tents in  relation  thereto ;  and  for  this  purpose,  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Eevised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  .and  the  corporation 
may  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  .each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


Powers,  privi- 
leges, &c. 


Capital, 
^300,000; 
real  estate, 
550,000. 

No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 
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Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  15,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Warren  Cotton  Mills.  Chan     79 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority^of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     Jacob  B.  Merrick,  John  S.  "Wright,  and  Ephraim  corporators. 
P.  Whitman,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Warren  Cotton 
Mills,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  and  machinery,  in  the  town  of  Warren,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester;  and  for  this  purpose,  shall  have  all  the  pow-  powers,  privi- 
ers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili-  leges,  &c. 
ties  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur-  Real  estate, 
poses  aforesaid,  real  estate,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  £p^^;^°j°^  > 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  cap-  poo,o6o. 
ital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  share  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  No  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  ^g^  pT/*^  ^'^' 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first 
issued.     {^Approved  by  the  Goveriior,  March  15,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  Bethesda  Baptist  Society.  Ckcip.    80. 

Be  it  etiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  Bethesda  Baptist  Society,  in  the  city  of  Charlestown, 
shall  hereafter  be  called  and  known  as  the  Bunker  Hill 
Baptist  Society.  [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  15, 
1854.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Salary  of  the  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Adjutant  Chcit).    81. 
and  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Commonwealth.  -*  * 

Be  it  e7iacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     From  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  Salary  fixed. 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  the  clerk  in 
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the  office  of  the  adjutant  and  quartermaster-general  of  the 
Commonwealth  shall  receive  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  which  said  sum  shall  be  in 
full  for  all  services  rendered  in  said  office. 
Inconsistent  Sect.  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with 
acts  repeaie  .  ^^^  provisious  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.  [Approved 
hy  the  Governor ,  March  15,  1854.] 

Chap.    82.  -^"  -^^t  ^°  incorporate  the  Lyman  Mills. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Augustus  H.  Fiske,  Mark  Healey,  Richard  S. 
Fay  and  Thomas  Hopkinson,  their  associates  and  assigns, 
are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Lyman 

Purpose.  Mills,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing,  printing,  dyeing, 
bleaching  and  finishing  cotton,  woollen,  linen  or  silk  goods, 
at  Holyoke,  in  the  county  of  Hampden ;  with  all  the  powers 

Powers,  privi-  and  privileges,  and  subject  to   all  the  duties,  restrictions 

°^®^'  °*  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     The  Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  and  per- 

personal  estate  i,,  i  •      i     i^         l^ 

sonal    estate,  necessary  and  convenient  lor  the  purposes 

aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  amount  two  millions  of  dollars. 
No  shares  to  Sect.  3.  No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- 
der  par.        "  ration,  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  than  the 

par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  efi"ect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1854.] 


Chcip,    83.  -^n  Act  to  authorize  the  Nantucket  Institution  for  Savings  to  hold  Real 
^  '         '  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

May  hold  real       Sect.  1.     The  Nautuckct  Institution  for  Savings  is  here- 
estate.  y^^  authorized  to  hold  real  estate^  to   the  amount  of  five 

Proviso.  thousand  dollars :  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount 

shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a 
suitable  site,  aud  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable 
building,  to  be  used  for  the  banking  purposes  of  said  corpo- 
ration. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  16, 1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Middlesex  South  Agricultural  Society.        Chcii).    84. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  satjie,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     William  Buckminster,  James  W.  Clark,  Nathan  Corporators. 
Stone,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name   of  the  Middlesex  South  Agricul- 
tural Society ;    for   the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  Purpose. 
the  mechanic  arts,  by  premiums  and  other  means,  in  the 
town  of  Framingham,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  with  all  Location, 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabil- Powers,  liabiii- 
ities,  and  restrictions  of  other  agricultural  societies  estab-  ^^^' 
lished  in  this  Commonwealth ',  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  admit  members  from  the  towns  of  Framingham,  Ashland, 
Hopkinton,  Holliston,  Sherborn,  Natick,  Newton,  Wayland, 
Sudbury  and  Marlborough,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and 
the  town  of  Southborough  in  the  county  of  Worcester.  And 
said  corporation  may  hold  and  manage  real  estate,  not  ex-  Real  and  per- 
ceeding  in  value  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  personal  estate  ^15,000  each! 
not  exceeding  the  same  sum,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  society  shall  be  entitled,  on  the  same  Receive  same 
terms  as  other  incorporated  agricultural  societies,  to  receive  cultural^ socie- 
annually,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the   Commonwealth,   such  ties,  &c. 
sum  as  any  other  agricultural  society  may  receive,  under  the 
provisions  of   chapter  forty-two   of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
notwithstanding  the  restrictions  of  section  seven  of  that 
chapter.     [A][)p7^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  16, 1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Franklin    Library  Association  of  Cambridge.  Chap.   85. 

Be  it  efiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Gener^al  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Samuel    C.    Smith,    John    McDuffie,    Hamlin  Corporators. 
Harding,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Franklin  Library  Associa- 
tion of  Cambridge ;  for  the  purpose   of  diffusing  and  pro-  Purpose, 
moting  useful  knowledge  and  moral  culture  among  young 
men ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  Duties,  liabUi- 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-      ' 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per-  f  ^^1^°*^  p^*"" 
sonal  estate,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  525,000.      ' 
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amount  not  exceeding  in  all,  the  value   of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App?'oved  hy  the  Governor,  March  16,  1854.] 

Chap.    86.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Steam  Guage  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  aiithority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     William  P.  Newcll,  H.  K.  Moore,  and  S.  T. 

Sanborn,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 

a  corporation,  by  the  name   of  the  American  Steam  Guage 

Purpose.  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  Steam  Guages 

and  Metres. 
Location,  Said  Company  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the 

Powers.duties,  county  of  Suffolk,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth 
in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes, 
^eai  estate,  Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  estate  not 

capital, '         exceeding  in  amount,  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole 
^2o0,ooo.         capital  stock  thereof  shall*  not  exceed  in  amount,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- 
der  par.  ration  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  ac- 

tually paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1854.] 

Chap.    87.  An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  in  relation  to  Public  Health. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Change  in  X[\  the  fiucs  and  forfeitures  named  in  section  seven  of 
ery  of° fines.  '  chapter  two  hundred  and  eleven  of  the  Statutes  of  Eight- 
een Himdred  and  Forty-nine,  may  be  recovered  by  complaint 
in  the  name  of  any  police  officer  of  any  city,  as  well  as  in 
the  name  of  the  treasurer  thereof.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  16,  1854.] 
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An  Act  concerning  Truants  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Chap.   88. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Each  iustice  of  the  police  court  of  the  city  of  Police  justices 

-r%  i-.T.  n  t    •    ,  1  -I        ,,  X      may  take  juris- 

Boston,  may  take  jurisdiction  of  complaints  made  under  "  An  diction,  &c. 
Act  concerning  truant  children  and  absentees  from  school," 
passed  the  third  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eight- 
een hundred  and  fifty,  against  children  between  the  ages  of 
six  and  fifteen  years,  as  habitual  truants,  or  as  children  not 
attending  school,  without  any  regular  and  lawful  occupation, 
growing  up  in  ignorance. 

Sect.  2.     All  warrants  issued  upon  such  complaints  shall  Warrants  re- 
be  made  returnable  before  either  of  said  justices  at  the 
place  named  in  the  warrant. 

Sect.  3.  Such  justice  may  sentence  any  child  convicted  Sentences. 
of  either  of  said  offences,  to  be  committed  for  not  more 
than  two  years  to  the  institution  of  instruction,  house  of 
reformation,  or  suitable  situation  assigned  or  provided  under 
the  authority  given  by  said  act,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
so  assigned  or  provided ;  or  he  may  sentence  such  child  to 
pay  the  fine,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  mentioned  in  the 
first  section  of  said  act,  and  in  default  of  payment  thereof, 
to  stand  committed  to  such  institution  of  instruction,  house 
of  reformation,  or  suitable  situation,  or  to  the  county  jail, 
as  provided  in  default  of  payment  of  other  fines. 

Sect.  4.  Any  minor  so  committed,  upon  proof  that  he  ^*'^°'■^  "^'^' 
is  unable  to  pay  such  fine,  and  has  no  parent,  guardian  or  proof,^&c!^°° 
person  chargeable  with  his  support  able  to  pay  the  same, 
may  be  discharged  by  either  of  said  justices,  whenever  he 
shall  see  fit.  And  if  such  minor  is  not  so  discharged,  he 
shall  be  discharged  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  third 
section  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-fifth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  5.     The  justices  shall  receive  such  compensation  Compensation 
as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  city  council  of  Boston.  of  justices. 

Sect.  6.     The  three  hundred  and  forty-third  chapter  of  Former  act  re- 
the  acts  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  ^^^  ^ 
and  fifty-three,  is  hereby  repealed :  provided,  hoioever,  that  Proviso, 
the  provisions  of  this  act  and  all  other  acts  with  reference 
to  truant  children,  shall  apply  to  children  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  sixteen  years,  as  well  as  to  children  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years. 

'     Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16, 1854.] 
8 
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Chap.   89.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bigelow  Carpet  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Horatio  N.  Bigelow,  Erastus  B.  Bigelow,  and 
Stephen  Fairbanks,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Bigelow 
Carpet  Company ;  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  woollen, 
linen  and  woollen,  and  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics,  and  ma- 
chinery and  other  articles  necessary  or  convenient  to  be 
used  therefor,  and  in  carrying  on  the  business  thereof,  in 
the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the  county  of  Worcester ;  and  for 
these  purposes  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities,  set 
forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  real  estate  not  exceeding  the  value  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  They  may  hold  not  exceeding 
one-half  of  the  stock  of  the  Clinton  Gas  Light  Company, 
and  their  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 
first  be  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1854.] 

Chap.   90.         An  j^ct  to  incorporate  the  Mumford  River  Reservoir  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Paiul  Whi tin,  Warren  Hunt,  and  John  W.  Ca- 
pron,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,   by  the  name  of  the  Mumford  River  Reser- 

Purpose.  voir  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  holding,  maintaining, 
managing,  and  improving  a  reservoir  of  water,  established 
by  means  of  a  dam  erected  upon  the  Mumford  River,  in  the 
town  of  Douglas,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  in  order  to 
benefit  the  mill  privileges  on  the  stream  below  said  reser- 

Powers,  privi-  voir ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 

leges,  &c.  ^i^g  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thir- 
ty-eighth and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


Location. 

Powers,  duties, 
&c. 


Real  estate, 
;^200,000. 

May  hold  stock 
in  Clinton  Gas 
Light  Co. 
Capital, 
^500,000. 

No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


1854.— Chapter  90.  59 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purposes  afore- Real  estate, 
said,  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  f^p^t^'i^ ' 
dollars,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  of  said  corpo-  530,ooo. 
ration  shall  not  exceed  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  The  Douglas  Axe  Manufacturing  Company,  and  other  corpora- 
the  Uxbridge  Cotton  Mills,  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  hereby  ^gi^cL™''^  ^°^*^ 
empowered,  to  take  and  hold  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of 
the  said  reservoir  corporation,  in  such  amounts  as  the  said 
corporations,  or  each  of  them,  shall  deem  proper ;  and  such 
shares,  when  votes  to  that  effect  shall  be  adopted  by  said 
companies,  respectively,  shall  become,  and  forever  remain, 
appurtenant  to  the  mill  privilege  owned  by  said  companies, 
respectively. 

Sect.  4.  Each  of  the  said  manufacturing  corporations.  Corporations 
may,  at  all  corporate  meetings  of  the  corporation  hereby  ™^^  '^'°^^'  ^^^' 
established,  by  their  respective  agents  duly  appointed  for 
such  purpose,  cast  as  many  votes  as  such  corporation  shall 
own  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  reservoir  cor- 
poration, and  the  stockholders,  officers,  or  agents  of  the 
said  manufacturing  corporations  may  be  eligible,  as  officers 
of  said  reservoir  corporation. 

Sect.  5.  Any  person,  whose  land  is  overflowed  or  oth-  Compensation 
erwise  injured  by  the  water  of  said  reservoir,  and  who  has  how'^obtamed. 
not  already  received  compensation  therefor,  may  obtain 
compensation  for  the  same,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
one  hundred  and  sixteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  in  the  several  acts  in  addition  thereto,  and  in  amend- 
ment thereof. 

Sect.  6.     The  stockholders  of  the  said  Reservoir  Com-  Liability  of 
pany  shall  be,  jointly  and  severally,  individually  liable  for  stockholders, 
all  damages  that  may  result  to  any  and  all  persons,  in  con- 
sequence   of    the    construction   of    said   reservoir,    except 
where  compensation  has  already  been  made  therefor,  to  the 
same  extent  that  individuals  would  be  in  like  cases. 

Sect.  7.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpo-  No  shares  to 
ration  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less   sum  or  amount,  to  be  ac-  ^er  p^^r!*^  ^^" 
tually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the   shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  8.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and -after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16, 1854.] 
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Chap,   91.  -An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association  of  Taunton. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coiirt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.        Sect.  1.     George  B.  Atwood,  'George  A.  Crocker,  and 
Edmund  H.  Bennett,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Young 
Purpose.         Men's  Library  Association  of  Taunton,  for  the  purpose  of 
instituting  and  maintaining  a  library  and  reading-room,  ad- 
vancing  useful  arts    and   sciences,  and  promoting   public 
Powers,duties,  instruction,  by  lectures,  or  otherwise ;  with  all  the  powers 
^'^'  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions 

and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 
Real  and  per-     Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per- 
noTtVexceed  soual  estate,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  not 
§50,000.         exceeding,  in  all,  the  value  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the 
How  vested,    legal  title  of  which  shall  be  vested  in  five  trustees,  to  be 
appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  corporation. 
Investment  of     Sect.  3.     All  investments  of  the  funds  of  the  corpora- 
funds,  &c.       ^Jqj^  ^^  j.gg^j  estate,  or  in  any  securities  drawing  interest, 
shall  be  made  by  the  said  trustees,  and  be  subject  to  their 
control  and  disposal ;  but  no  sale  or  transfer  of  the  library 
shall  be  made,  unless  the  same  shall  be  authorized  by  a  vote 
of  the  corporation. 
Members  and       Sect.  4.     All  male  inhabitants  of  Taunton,  above  the 
trustees.         ^^^  ^^  fourteen  years,  shall  be  eligible  as  members  of  the 
corporation,  and  entitled  to  vote  and  to  act  as  officers 
thereof,  excepting,  that  no  person  under  twenty-one  years 
of  age  shall  be  a  trustee. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Gover^ior,  March  16,  1854.] 

Chap,   92.  An  Act  relating  to   Notices  of  Meetings  of  Commissioners   upon   the 

Insolvent  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons. 

Be  it,  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Seven  days' no-      That  all  commissioners  appointed  by  the  judges  of  pro- 

ing^s,°&c!^^*"    b^te  upon  the  involvent  estates  of  deceased  persons,  shall 

give  to  all  known  creditors  of  said  deceased  persons,  written 

notice,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  of  all  meetings  held  by  them 

for   the  examination  and   proof  of  claims  due  from  said 


tors. 
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estates,  seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said 

meetings;  and  that  the  executors  or  administrators  upon 

all  said  estates,  shall  furnish  said  commissioners  with  a  list  List  of  credi- 

of  all  creditors,  with  their  places  of  residence,  so  far  as  the 

same  may  be  known  to  them,  fourteen  days,  at  least,  before 

the  first  meeting  of  said  commissioners.     [Approved  by  the 

Governor,  March  16,  1854.] 

An  Act  in    relation    to    deliverincr    Intoxicating    Liquors    to   Persons  in  Qhcip.   93. 

Custody.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  provisions  contained  in  section  thirty-seven  of  chap-  ch.  us,  sec. 
ter  one  hundred  and  forty-three  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  ^^•■^^^- *°^P' 
shall  apply  to  every  person  who  shall  give  or  deliver  any 
intoxicating  liquor  to  any  person  confined  in  any  jail,  house 
of  correction,  or  prison,  or  to  any  person  in  custody  of  any 
sheriff,  constable,  police  officer,  jailer,  master  of  house  of 
correction,  or  warden  of  prison,  in  the  Commonwealth,  un- 
less under  the  direction  of  the  physician  appointed  to 
attend  upon  such  prisoners.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  16,  1854.] 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  to  incorporate  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Chan.  94. 

Company.  ■^' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se7iat'e  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoj'ity  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     That  at  anytime  after  the  expiration  of  one  Track  may  be 
year  from  the  opening  for  use  of  the  tracks  of  said  railroad,  discontinued, 
in  any  street  in  which  the  same  may  be  located,  as  provided 
by  its  charter,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of   the  cities  of 
Boston  and  Eoxbury,  respectively,  may,  by  vote  of  the  major 
part  thereof,  determine  as  to  so  much  of  said  track  as  is 
located  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  cities,  that  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  be  discontinued ;  and  thereupon 
the  location  shall  be  deemed  to  be  revoked,  and  the  tracks 
of  said  railroad  shall  forthwith  be  taken  up  and  removed, 
in  conformity  with  such  vote  or  order  of  said  mayor  and 
aldermen :  provided,  that  such  taking  up  and  removal  shall  Proviso, 
be  at  the  expense  of  said  railroad  company. 

Sect.  2.     The  rates  of  fare  upon  the  said  railroad,  be-  Fare. 
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tween  any  two  points  in  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  never 
exceed  five  cents  for  each  passage,  unless  with  the  assent  of 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city. 
Notice  given  to      Sect.  3.     Noticc  to  abuttors  on  streets,  in  which  it  may 
abutters.         ^^  proposcd  to  lay  the  tracks  of  said  corporation,  shall  be 
given  by  the  publication  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  pub- 
lished in  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Roxbury,  of  an  order  of 
notice  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of   said  respective 
cities,  fourteen  days,  at  least,  prior  to  the  location  of  any 
such  tracks. 
Boston  and         Sect.  4.     Either  of  the  cities  of  Boston  or  Roxbury,  if 
purchase.'&^c!  it  SO  clcct,  may  purchase,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  are  mentioned  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  in  addition,  that  part  of  the  corporate  property  of 
the  company  which  relates  to  or  lies  within  its  own  limits  ; 
paying  therefor  a  proportional  sum,  to  be  ascertained  by 
commissioners  to    be  appointed   by  the  supreme  judicial 
court. 
Act  to  be  void,      Sect.  5.     TMs  act  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect,  unless 
un  ess,    c.      ^j^^  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  city  council  of  the  cities 
of  Boston  and  Roxbury,  respectively,  within  one  year  from 
the  date  hereof.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16, 
1854] 


Chap.   95.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled,  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
to  provide  for  the  Confinement  of  Idiots  and  Insane  Persons." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  cuul  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autltority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Lunatics,  &c.,  Sect.  1.  Any  luuatic  or  insane  person,  confined  in  any 
der^o/govcTnor  jail  or  housc  of  corrcctiou,  by  authority  of  a  certificate  of 
the  trustees  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  forty-eighth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  by  any  other  legal  authority, 
may  be  removed  therefrom  to  either  of  the  lunatic  hospitals, 
or  to  any  other  jail,  house  of  correction,  or  other  suitable 
place,  by  order  of  the  governor,  whenever  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear  to  him  that  such  removal  would  be  expedient  and 
just. 
Sheriff  to  exe-  Sect.  2.  In  any  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
cutesuchor  er  g|^gpj£f  ^f  ^j^^  county  in  wMch  is  the  jail  or  house  of  correc- 
tion from  which  the  removal  is  to  be  made,  to  execute  such 
order  of  the  governor,  and  to  convey  such  insane  person  to 
the  jail,  house  of  correction  or  hospital,  mentioned  in  said 
order. 
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Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of  Northampton.    Chap.   96. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Ge7ieral  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     A  fire  department  is  hereby  established  in  the 
town  of  Northampton,  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabili-  Duties,  liabili- 
ties, and  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  set  forth  and  ^^^' 
contained  in  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  Fire  De- 
partments," passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  17, 1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  relating  to  the  State  Library."         Chap.   97. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The  salary  of  the  assistant  librarian  and  the  clerk  of  the  Additional 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  addition  to  his  ^^^^^y- 
present  salary,  shall  receive  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  paid  in  quarterly  payments  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  said  payments  to  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four.  [^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  17,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Suffolk  Iron  Works.  Chap.   98. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     John  D.  Richardson,   Josiah  Dunham,  Jr.,   J.  Corporators. 
Avery  Richards,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Suffolk  Iron  Works, 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  castings  and  machinery,  Purpose, 
in  the  city  of  Boston ;  and  for  these  purposes,  shall  have  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  Powers,duties, 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  ^'^' 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Hold  real  and 
estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  p^'^^°'^^^®^*^*® 
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No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


not  exceeding  in  amount  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 
be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  17,  1854.] 


Chap.    99.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England  Gas  Regulator  Manufacturing 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Elisha  B.  Pratt,  John  M.  Mayo,  and  Frederick 
Nickerson,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  New  England  Gas  Regu- 
lator Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing and  selling  gas  regulators  iu  the  city  of  Boston,  with 
,  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
may  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  fifty  thousand 
dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  thereof  shall  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  eflfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  17,  1854.] 
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Chap.  100  An  Act  concerning  the  Middlehorough  and  Taunton  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tlie  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Time  extended  That  the  time  fixed  by  the  original  act  incorporating  the 
Middlehorough  and  Taunton  Railroad  Company,  for  the 
construction  of  said  railroad,  is  hereby  extended  for  one 
year,  from  the  first  day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-four.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  17, 
1854.] 


1854.— Chapters  101,  102. 


65 


An  Act  to  authorize  Jerome  G.  Kidder  to  extend  his  Wharf.  Chap.  101 

^  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Jerome  G.  Kidder,  proprietor  of  a  wharf  and  flats  sit- 
uated on  Marginal  Street,  in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  on  lots 
numbered  eleven,  twelve,  and  thirteen,  on  a  plan  made  bv 

c  .^    w.'''"^.'''.'''  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  of  the  lands 
of  the  Wmnisimmet   Company,  is  hereby  authorized  to  ex- May  extend 
tend  and  maintain  his  wharf  into  the  harbor  channel  of  Chel-  ''^"^• 
sea  Creek,  as  far  as  the  line  established  by  the  act  entitled 

An  Act  to  preserve  that  part  of  the  harbor  of  Boston 
called  Chelsea  Creek,  and  to  prevent  encroachments  there- 
on,    passed  on  the  second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine;  and  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  Rights,  &e. 
receive  wharfage  and  dockage  ih^v^fov:  provided,  hoioever.  Proviso, 
that  this  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  flats 
or  land  of  this   Commonwealth,  lying  in  front  of  the  flats 
ot  any  other  person,  or  which  would  be   comprehended  by 
the  true   mes  of  such  flats,  continued  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners   line:    and  provided,  also,  that    so    much  of   said  Provided, also, 
wharf  as  may  be  constructed  below  low-water  mark,  shall 
be  built  on  piles;  which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each 
other  than  six  feet,  in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eio-ht 
iept  m  a  transverse  direction ;  and  that  this  act  shall,  in'no 
wise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person  whatever.     \Ap. 
proved  by  the  Governor,  March  18,  1854  ] 


An  Act  authorizing  Henry  F.  Pitman  to  build  a  Wharf.  Chap.  102 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : -^   ^ 

Henry  F  Pitman  is  hereby  authorized  to  build  and  main- 
tain a  wharf  from  his  land,  known  as  the  ship-yard,  on  the 
nojtWest  side  of  the  harbor  of  Marblehead,  and  to  extend  wharfini. 
the  same  two  hundred  feet  into  the  harbor;  and  he  shalP^etad" ' 
bave  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  Rights,  &c 
wharl,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided  Proviso. 
Wz;.r  that  this  act  shall  in  nowise  affect  the  private 
rights  of  any  person  or  persons  whatever.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  March  18,  1854.] 
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Chap.  103  An  Act  in  addition   to  An    Act  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  India 

Wharf. 

Be  it  e?iacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Shares  held  as      Sect.  1.     The  sliares  of  the  individual  proprietors  in  the 
personal  prop-  corporate  property  of  the  "  Proprietors  of  India  Wharf," 
shall  hereafter  be  personal  property,  and  shall  be  held, 
Proviso.  transferred  and  disposed  of  as  such :  provided,  the  said  Pro- 

prietors of  India  Wharf  shall,  at  a  meeting  duly  held, 
accept  this  act,  and  provided,  also,  that  all  the  present 
shareholders  shall,  by  deeds  duly  executed,  -with  release  of 
dower  when  necessary,  convey  to  the  said  corporation  the 
shares  by  them  respectively  held. 

Sect.  2.     Upon  such  conveyances  being  made,  the  said 
corporation  shall,  by  vote,  divide  their  corporate  property 
into  such  a  number  of  shares  as  they  may  think  expedient. 
Certificates  of  and  shall  issuc  to  each  proprietor  a  certificate  of  so  many 
shares  issued,  gi^a^gg  ^g  shall  be  cqual  to  his  interest  in  the  corporate 
property  conveyed  by  him  to  the  said  corporation,  as  afore- 
said.    The  said  corporation  may,  by  their  by-laws,  prescribe 
the  form  of  such  certificate,  and  the  mode  of  transfer  there- 
of. 
Trustees,  &c.,      Sect.  3.     In  casc  any  of  the  present  shares  in  the  said 
convey  s  ares.  (,QppQj.jj^^Q  property  are  now  held  by  trustees,  executors,  or 
guardians,  such  trustees,  executors  and  guardians,  are  here- 
by authorized  to  convey  the  same  to  the   said  corporation, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  receive  certificates  of  so  many  of  the 
new  shares  as  shall  be  equal  to  their  respective  interests : 
Proviso.         provided,  however,  that  the  new  shares  so  received,  shall  be 
taken  and  held  by  them  respectively  upon  the  same  trusts 
and  for  the  same  uses  and  purposes,  and  subject  to  the  same 
limitations,  as  their  present  shares  are  now  holden :  and 
Provided,  also,  ^royic^ec?,  also,  that  such  trustees,  executors,  and  guardians, 
shall  give  sufficient  bond  to  the  judge  of  probate  for  the 
county  in  which  they  shall  respectively  have  been  appointed, 
or  in  case  their  appointment  shall  have  been  by  deed,  to  the 
judge  of  probate  for  the  county  in  which  they  shall  respec- 
tively reside,  to  hold  and  account  for  the  said  shares,  and 
the  proceeds  thereof,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  re- 
spective trusts.     But  such  bond  may  be  in  any  case  dis- 
pensed with,  provided,  the  same  shall  not  be  required  by 
the  terms  of  the  deed  or  will  creating  such  trust :  and  pro- 
vided, also,  that  all  the  parties  beneficially  interested  in  the 
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trust  fund  shall  so  request  in  writing,  and  shall  cause  such 
request,  with  the  approval  of  the  judge  of  probate  thereon, 
to  be  filed  in  the  probate  office  for  the  county  in  which  such 
bond  would  otherwise  be  given. 

Sect.  4.     In  case  any  of  the  present  shares  in  the  said  Married  wo- 
corporate  property  are  now  held  by  any  married  woman,  in  ^tres°i^°^h  • 
her  own  right,  the  new  shares  issued  to  such  married  woman  ownTighJ  ^"^ 
shall  also  be  held  by  her,  in  her  own  right,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  married  women  are  authorized  to  hold  property  for 
their  own  use,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,  chapter  two  hundred  and 
eight;  and  the  same  shall  appear  in  the  certificate  issued 
for  such  shares. 

Sect    5.     The  taxes  on  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  said  Taxes  assessed 
corporation,  shall  be  assessed  to  the  said  corporation ;  and 
m  assessing  the  individual  proprietors  for  their  shares,  there 
shall  first  be  deducted  from  the  value  thereof,  the  value  of 
such  real  estate. 

Sect.  6.  So  much  of  the  act,  passed  March  third,  eight- inconsistent 
een  hundred  and  eight,  as  provides  that  the  shares  of  the  ^'^'  repealed, 
individual  proprietors  in  the  corporate  property  of  the  said 
proprietors,  shall  be  real  estate,  and  be  subject  to  the  inci- 
dents of  real  estate ;  and  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  is 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  re- 
pealed.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  20,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act   to  incorporate  the  Brookline  Gas  Light  Chap   104 

_  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Getieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1      The  Brookline  Gas  Light  Company  are  hereby  Capital  in- 
authorized  to  increase  their  capital  stock,  to  an  amount  not  "^^'^'^■ 
exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  to  invest 
such  increase   in  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and 
convenient  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex-  May  extend 
tend  their  pipes  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Brighton,  P'p*^'^-  *°- 
and  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Roxbury,  and  to   sell  gas  on 
the  line  of  such  extension. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  No  shares  to 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  ^^*^^^^^'^"'^'^^'' 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  ^''"'" 
first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  sc- May  open  the 
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ground,  lay  lectmen  of  the  town  of  Brookline,  and  of  the  mayor  and 
pipes,  c.  aldermen  of  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Roxbury,  respective- 
ly, shall  have  power  and  authority  to  open  the  ground  in 
any  part  of  the  streets,  lanes,  and  highways  in  said  town 
and  cities,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  and  repairing  such 
pipes  and  conductors,  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  sink  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  company,  after  opening 
the  ground  in  said  streets,  lanes,  and  highways,  shall  be 
held  to  put  the  same  again  in  repair,  under  the  penalty  of 
Proviso.  being   prosecuted  for  a  nuisance :  provided,  however,  that 

said  selectmen,  and  mayor  and  aldermen,  for  the  time  being, 
shall,  at  all  times,  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict,  and 
control  the  acts  and  doings  of  said  company,  which  may  in 
any  manner  affect  the  health,  safety,  or  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town  and  cities. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [^Apjproved  by  the  Governor,  March  20,  1854.] 

Chup.  105  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Nahant  Steam-boat  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Francis  S.  Newhall,  Paran  Stevens,  Ezra  Ba- 
ker, their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  of  the  Nahant  Steam-boat  Company, 
Purpose.         for  the  purposc   of  owning  and  running  a  steam-boat  or 
steam-boats,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  travel,  and  the 
transportation  of  merchandise,  between  Boston  and  Nahant, 
and  from  either  of  said  places  to  other  places  in  Massachu- 
Powers, duties,  sctts  Bay ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject 
**=•  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 

thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Eeviscd  Stat- 
utes. 
Capital  stock,       Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
575,000.  exceed  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars :  provided, 

No  shares  to  no  sharcs  in  said  corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum 
be  issued  under  qj,  aQ^ount,  to  bc  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the 
shares  first  issued ;   and  all  debts  of  said  corporation,  shall 
be  paid,  before  the  stockholders  shall  receive  any  dividend. 
[Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  March  20,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  the   New  Bedford   Institution   for  Savings  to  hold  Chap.  106 

Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics : 

Sect.  1.     The  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Savings  is  ^S^^^lt^te, 
hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  estate,  to  the  amount  of      ' 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars :  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of 
a  suitable  building,  to  be  used  for  the  banking  purposes  of 
said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  20,  1854,] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bay  State  Wharf  Company.  Chap.  107 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Barnabas  Hammett,  Eben  H.  Balch,  Daniel  A.  Corporators. 
Baldwin,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Bay  State  Wharf  Compa-  Powers, duties, 
ny,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold  the  May  purchase 
whole,  or  any  part,  of  certain  land  and  flats,  in  that  part  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  called  South  Boston,  within  the  follow- 
ing limits,  to  wit :    between  the  premises   of  the  Boston 
Wharf  Company,  which  bound  said  land  and  flats  on  the 
south-easterly  side,  and  the  premises   of  the  Old   Colony 
Railroad   Company's  Wharf,  bounding  it  on  the  westerly 
side ;  bounding  on  First  Street,  on  the   southerly  side,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  feet,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges 
and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging ;  and  said  corporation 
may  build  and  maintain  a  wharf,  within  said  limits,  and  lay  May  build 
vessels   thereat,*  and   receive    dockage    therefor,  and   may         ' 
excavate  docks,  and  may  construct  warehouses,  stores,  and 
sheds  upon  the  land  above-mentioned,  and   maintain  and 
lease  the  same. 

Sect.  3.     Nothing  herein  contained,  shall  authorize  said  No  structure 

.  "  i.        J.         1     1         J.1  •      •  ,  below  commis- 

corporation  to  erect  any  structure  below  the  commissioners  sioners'  line. 
line,  established  by  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  of 
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the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  chapter  thir- 
ty-five of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  by 
other  acts  in  addition  to  the  same,  which  the  owners  of 
said  land  and  flats  may  not,  legally  do,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  hereof,  or  to  fill  up  any  flats  which  said  owners 
may  not  now  fill  up. 
3,000  shares,  Sect.  4.  The  Capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  shall 
5100  each.  consist  of  thrcB  thousand  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  March  21,  1854.] 


Ohap.  108  -^n  ■'^ct  authorizing  the  Town  of  Amesbury  to  sell  and  convey  a  Town- 
way  and  Landing. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sell  town  land.  Sect.  1.  That  the  town  of  Amesbury  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  sell  and  convey  a  certain  ancient  town  land- 
ing, containing  about  three-quarters  of  an  acre  of  land,  sit- 
uated in  Amesbury,  on  Powow  River,  near  the  falls,  bounded 
southerly  by  land  of  the  Salisbury  Manufacturing  Company, 
easterly  by  Powow  River,  northerly  by  land  of  said  Salis- 
bury Manufacturing  Company,  and  westerly  by  a  passage- 
way leading  to  the  main  road. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  21,  1854.] 

Chcip.  109  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Hardware  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloiDS  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Homcr  Foot,  Pliilos  B.  Tyler,  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name 

Purpose.  of  the  American  Hardware  Company,  for  the  purpose  of 

manufacturing  furniture,  castors,  and  other  hardware,  in  the 
city  of  Springfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampden ;  with  all  the 

Pawers,duties,  powcrs  aud  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric- 
tions and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Real  estate,  Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purposes 

500,000.  aforesaid,  real  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  carrying 

on  the  business  of  said  company,  not  exceeding  in  amount 
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fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  Capital, 
corporation  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ^  ^  '     * 
dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  No  shares  to 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  amount  than  the  par  value  of  the  der  pTr! 
shares  which  may  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  21, 1854.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  Epes  Merchant  and  his  associates  to  build  a  Wharf.  Chcip.  110 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Epes  Merchant  and  his  associates  are  hereby  authorized  Wharf  in 

•  •         •  Gloucester 

to  build  and  maintain  a  wharf,  extending  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  from  a  bank  wall  which  incloses  the  upland  at 
Leighton's  Hill,  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  in  the  town  of 
Gloucester,  to  be  called  Merchant's  Wharf;  and  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  Rights,  &c. 
and  to  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided.  Proviso, 
that  this  grant  shall  not  interfere  with  the  legal  rights  of 
any  person.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  21, 1854.] 

An    Act   to    incorporate    the    New   Bedford,   Vineyard    and    Nantucket  Chcip.  Ill 
Steam-boat  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Thomas  Mandell,  David  R.  Greene,  Joseph  Corporators. 
Grinnell,  their  associates,  successors  and  assigns,  are  here- 
by made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  New  Bedford, 
Vineyard  and  Nantucket  Steam-boat  Company,  for  the  pur-  Purpose, 
pose  of  running  steam-boats  and  sailing  vessels,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public  travel  and  the  transportation  of 
merchandise,  between  New  Bedford  and  Nantucket,  and 
between  New  Bedford  and  other  ports  and  places,  and  for 
the  towing  of  ships  and  vessels ;  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and  re- 
strictions, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  such  real  and  per-  ^^p^*^},v 
sonal  estate  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said;    but  the   capital    stock  of   said   company  shall   not 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 


72 


1854.— Chapters  112,  113. 


No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued ;  and  the  par  value  is  hereby  fixed  at  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  share.  [Appj^oved  by  the  Governor, 
March  21,  1854.] 


May  extend 
wharf. 


Chap.  112  An  Act  to  authorize  Daniel  D.  Kelly  and  William  Kelly  to  extend  their 

Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Daniel"  D.  Kelly  and  William  Kelly,  proprietors  of  a 
wharf  and  flats,  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  East  Boston, 
and  bounded  on  Marginal  Street,  arc  hereby  authorized  to 
extend  and  maintain  their  wharf  into  the  harbor  channel,  as 
far  as  the  line  established  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  con- 
cerning the  Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed  on  the  seventeenth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty  ]  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end 
and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage 
therefor :  provided,  however,  that  this  grant  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  flats  or  land  of  this  Common- 
wealth, lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of  any  other  person,  or 
which  would  be  comprehended  by  the  true  lines  of  such 
flats,  continued  to  the  said  commissioners'  line :  and  pro- 
Provided,  fur-  vided,  further,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  be  con- 
structed below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on  piles, 
which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet, 
in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse 
direction,  and  that  this  act  shall  in  nowise  impair  the  legal 
rights  of  any  person  whatever.  ^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  21,  1854.] 


plights,  &c. 


Proviso. 


Chap.  113  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  IVJaverick  Oil  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Samuel  W.  Hawes,  D.  S.  King,  D.  S.  Green- 
ough,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Maverick  Oil  Company,  for 

Purpose.         the  purpose  of  manufacturing  oil  in  that  part  of  Boston 
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called  East  Boston,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileo-es  and 
l""^'  .1  .  .*\^,^^tie,V''^'^'*^°^^  ^^^  liabilities,  s'et  forth 
Statutes'^  fortj.fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 

r^v^^^i  ^'     ^^'"^  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personalReai  and  per-' 
property,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  afore-  ITo^,^''''' 
said  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  ^' 
thousand  dollars.  -^ 

V.^nT:dh  W   '^'T/  '"^  i^'    '^P^*^^   '*°^^    «f  «^id    COrpo- No  shares  to 

ration  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actuallv  ^/  '"''''^  "°- 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  22,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  aothome  A.  W.  Fernald    B.  L.  Fernald,  and  Amasa  Nick-  Chat)   lU 
erson,  Jr.,  to  build  a  Wharf.  ^nap.  114 

fiZ'tT''"'^^V^''  '^'"^'^  '^'^^  House  of  Representa. 
twes,  m  Genera  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  :  ^   •' 

r.rtZ\l^"lft'  ?•  ^^^™^.l^'  ^^d  ^^asa  Nickerson,  Jr.,  Wharf  m  East 
proprietors  of  land  and  flats  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  ^°^^-- 
J^ast  Boston,  and  bounded  on  Border  Street,  are  herebv 
authorized  to  build  and  maintain  a  wharf,  upon  and  from 
P^fn  h^i  f^'^'lT^  ^^t«  Boston  Harbor,  as  far  as  the  line 
established  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  the 
Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
March,  m  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
and  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and 

muToft-ff  r'  ^''^^^'  '"'''''''■•  provided,  X^2..Vr..:.o. 
much  of  said  wharf,  as  may  be  constructed  below  low-water 
mark,  shal   be  built  on  piles,  which  piles  shall  not  be  niarer 
to  eaph  other  than  six  feet,  in  the  direction  of  the  stream, 

thatTht  nn?  /""if-*'"^'^''''.^^^''^*^"^^^  ^^^  provided,  also, 
that  this  act  shall  m  nowise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  anv 

Ta^l  22,  S.]^  "'^^^^^^-      ^^^^'-^^  'y  ^^-  ^'—0.^  . 

An  Act  to  authorize  Salma  E.  Gould  to  extend  his  Wharf.  Qhap    115 

Be  it  enacted  by   the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

10 
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ton,  and  lyipg  between  and  adjoining  the  land  and  flats  of 
A.  and  G.  Fernald,  and  the  Sullivan  heirs,  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  build,  extend  and  maintain  his  said  wharf  into  the 
channel,  as  far  as  the  line  established  by  an  act  entitled 
"An  Act  concerning  the  Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
Proviso.  hundred  and  forty :  provided,  that  so  much  of  the  said  wharf 

as  may  be  constructed  below  low-water  mark,  shall  be  built 
on  piles,  which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than 
six  feet,  in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a 
transverse  direction ;  and  that  this  act  shall  in  nowise  affect 
the  legal  rights  of  any  person  or  corporation.  [^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  22,1854.] 

Chcip.  116  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  People's  Mutual 

Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Additional  The  Pcoplc's  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  established 

real  estate.  g^^  Worcester,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  estate,  not 
exceeding  in  value  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of 
such  as  may  be  taken  for  debt,  or  held  as  collateral  security 
for  money  due  said  company,  in  addition  to  the  real  estate 
which  said  company  is  allowed  to  hold,  by  an  act  passed 
April  twenty-third,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty;  and  may 
invest  a  part  of  its  guarantee  capital  in  the  purchase  of 
said  real  estate.  \_Approved  by  the  Govei^nor,  March  22, 
1854.] 

Chap.  117  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Greenfield  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     "Wendell  T.  Davis,   Ira  Abercrombie,  "William 

Keith,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 

corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Greenfield  Stock  and  Mu- 

Duration.        tual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight 

Purpose.         years,  for  the  purpose    of    insuring  dwelling-houses,  and 

oiher  buildings,  and  personal  property,  against  loss  by  fire ; 

Powers,duties,  With  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 

^*^'  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
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seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes : 
provided,  however,  that  no  policy  shall  be  issued  by  the  Proviso, 
company  until  property  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  is  subscribed  to  be  insured. 

Sect.  2.     Said  company,  after  its  organization,  may  open  Guarantee  cap- 
books  of  subscription  for  a  guarantee  capital  of  fifty  thou-  ^  ^   ii^crease  . 
sand  dollars,  with  leave  to  increase  the  same  to  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  in  within 
three  years  from  the  passage  of   this  act ;  and  whenever 
said  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars   shall  be  subscribed,  as 
aforesaid,  said  corporation  may  insure  and  issue  policies, 
otherwise  than  upon  the  mutual  principle.     Said  guarantee 
capital   shall  be   divided  into   shares,  by  said  corporation, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  semi-annual  dividend,  not 
exceeding  four  per  centum ;  and  said  corporation  may  invest  Funds,  hawin- 
its  funds  in  any  manner  insurance   companies  or  savings  ^^^^^  ' 
banks  are,  or  may  be,  authorized  to  do. 

Sect.  3.  Xt  the  annual  meeting  next  after  the  time  of  Profits,  how 
issuing  policies  upon  the  stock  principle,  and  at  such  sue-  ^pp"^"?^'^ 
ceeding  annual  meeting,  said  corporation  may  cause  an  exam- 
ination to  be  made  of  any  surplus  or  profits  accruing  and 
remaining  from  the  receipts  or  income  of  business  done 
upon  the  stock  principle,  and  if,  after  providing  for  all  out- 
standing risks,  losses,  interest  on  guarantee  capital,  inci- 
dental expenses  and  other  liabilities,  chargeable  to  that 
portion  of  the  business  done  upon  the  stock  principle,  there 
shall  remain  any  surplus  or  profits,  the  same  may  be  set 
aside,  as  a  reserve  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of 
the  guarantee  capital.  And  whenever,  after  the  expiration 
of  ten  years  from  the  commencement  of  business  upon  the 
stock  principle,  there  shall  be  a  sufficient  amount  of  reserved 
fund  to  redeem  the  whole  or  a  part  of  said  guarantee  cap- 
ital, and  the  corporation  shall  vote  to  redeem  it,  the  same 
shall  be  redeemed :  provided,  however,  that  it  shall  not  be  Proviso, 
redeemed  in  less  amounts,  at  one  time,  than  twenty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  capital  existing  at  the  time  of  such  redemption. 
\^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  22,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Christopher  Lufkin  to  build  a  Wharf.  Chap.  118 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Christopher  Lufkin  is  hereby  authorized  to  build  and  Wharf  in 
maintain  a  wharf,  extending  one  hundred  feet  from  a  bank 
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wall  which  encloses  his  upland  at  Rowe's  Bank,  at  the  head 
of  the  harbor,  in  the  town  of  Gloucester,  to  be  called  Luf- 
Rights,  &c.  kin's  Wharf;  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the 
end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  to  receive  wharfage  and 
dockage  therefor :  provided,  that  this  grant  shall  not  inter- 
fere with  the  legal  rights  of  any  person.  [^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  March  22,  1854] 

Chap.  119         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Merchants' Manufacturing'  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se7iate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, i?i  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.    Francis  Brinley,  Samuel  Nicolson,  Joseph  West, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of   the  Merchants'  Manufacturing   Com- 
Purpose.         pany,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  purpoge  of  manufac- 
turing machinery  and  articles  composed  in  part  or  whole  of 
iron  or  other  materials,  and  using,  improving,  working  or 
Powers,duties,  disposing  of  the  same ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
*"•  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set 

forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
capital,  '        said,  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  one  hundred 
pso.ooo.        and  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock 
thereof  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 
No  shares  to      Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
pLT^^^"'^*^^'  tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  22,  1854.] 

Chap,  120  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Hadley  Falls  Company. 

Be  it  eriacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Capital  divided  The  Hadley  Falls  Company  are  hereby  authorized  to 
divide  their  capital  stock  into  shares  of  one^hundred  dollars 
each.     [Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  Matxh  22,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  the  Second  Parish  in  Dorchester  to  sell  Ministerial  Chap.  121 
or  Parsonage  Land. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Second  Parish  in  Dorchester,  is  hereby  May  sell  par- 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  or  private  sale,  at  such  time  or  ^°^^s«  ^^^^s- 
times  as  it  may  direct,  all  the   ministerial  or  parsonage 
lands  belonging  to  said  parish,  and  situated  in  the  town  of 
Milton,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  and  the  treasurer  of  said  Treasurer  to 
parish,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  authority  to   execute  ^^^'^^^^  *®®'^^- 
and  deliver  deeds  to  convey  the  same  in  fee  simple,  or  oth- 
erwise. 

Sect.  2.     The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  lands  shall  Proceeds, how 
be  permanently  invested  in  such  manner  as  said  parish  shall  '°'^^^'^^- 
direct,  and  the  income  arising  therefrom  shall  be  applied 
exclusively  to  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  said  parish. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  23,1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  the  Upper  Ch(in.  1 22 
Locks  and  Canals  on  Connecticut  River,  in  the  County  of  Hampshire.  ■' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     That  the  proprietors  of  the  Upper  Locks  and  Maintain  and 
Canals  on  Connecticut  River,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  "^^  '^^^^'  ^^' 
may  maintain  and  use  their  dams,  locks  and  canals,  or  any 
portion  thereof,  and  may  construct  other  dams,  locks  and 
canals,  connected  therewith,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
water-power,  to  use  or  lease  to  other  persons  or  corpora- 
tions, for  mechanical  or  manufacturing  purposes.     And  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  said  corporation  shall  have  all  Powers, duties, 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,    ^' 
liabilities  and   restrictions,   set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth 
and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes ;  but  this  Not  to  impair 
grant  shall  in  nowise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  stock-  ^^^^^  "ghts. 
holder  in  said  company. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  are  hereby  relieved  from  Relieved  from 
the  obligation  to  support  their  locks,  dams  and  canals,  for  o^Ugation,  &c. 
the  purposes  of  navigation,  and  that  their  said  canal  may  be 
discontinued  as  a  navigable  highway. 
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Parts  of  acts        Sect.  3.     Such  parts  of  the  acts,  to  which  this  is  in  ad- 
repeaied.         dition,  as  are  incompatible  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 

are  hereby  repealed. 
When  to  take       Sect.  4.     TMs  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  it  shall  be 
^  ^^^'  accepted  by  a  majority  of  stockholders,  present  and  voting 

at  a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  until  a 
copy  of  such  vote,  attested  by  the  clerk  of  the  corporation, 
shall  have  been  filed  with  the  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  23,  1854.] 

Chap.  123  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Waltham  Improvement  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Edward  Howard,   James  Brown,  William  H. 
Keith,  their  associates,  successors,  and  assigns,  are  hereby 
made    a   corporation   by  the   name    of  the    Waltham    Im- 
provement   Company,   in   the    town    of  Waltham,  for   the 
Purpose.         purpose  of  establishing  the  manufacture  of  watches,  and  the 
Powers,duties,  finer  articles  of  brass,  steel  and  iron ;  with  all  the  powers 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
May  hold  real       Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase, 
estate.  j^^j^j  ^^^  posscss,  in  fee  simple  or  otherwise,  a  certain  tract  or 

parcel  of  real  estate  in  Waltham,  described  in  a  deed  of  Sarah 
W.  Bemis  and  others,  to  Jonathan  W.  Bemis,  and  recorded 
with  Middlesex  deeds,  book  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  page 
four  hundred  and  forty-seven ;  also,  another  tract  described 
in  a  deed  of  Paul  Adams  to  George  Lawton,  recorded  with 
Middlesex  deeds,  book  four  hundred  and  three,  page  four 
May  sell,  lease  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  said  corporation   shall  have 
or  mortgage.    pQ^ygj.  ^q  grant,  Sell,  and  convey,  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise, 
the  said  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  lease,  mort- 
gage, improve,  or  otherwise  manage  the  same,  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  deemed  most  for  the  interest  of  said  corpo- 
ration, and  by  such  forms  of  conveyance  and  contract  as  the 
Capital,  by-laws  of  the  company  shall  provide ;  and  the  capital  stock 

^300,000.         Q^  gg^-^  corporation,  both  real  and  personal  property,  shall 

not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

300  shares,  Sect.  3.     The   stock  and  property  of  said  corporation 

51,000  each.     Q\^2i\\  be  divided  into  shares  not  exceeding  three  hundred  in 

number,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  assessments  exceeding 

the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  on  each  share  ;  and  no  cer- 
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tificate  of  shares   shall  be  issued  by  said  corporation  on  No^^sha^resj^^^ 
which  a  less  sum  shall  be  paid  than  the  par  value  ot  the  par. 
shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  23,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  Chap.  124 
Ferry    to    transfer   their    Charter    to  the    Fairhaven    Branch  Railroad 
Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Fair-  May^^^^nsfer 
haven  Ferry  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  trans- 
fer the  charter  of  said  corporation,  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  and  with  all  the  privileges  thereby  created,  to 
the  Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad  Company:  provided,  the  Proviso. 
said  proprietors  shall  so  determine  to  do  at  a  legal  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  of'  said  corporation,  duly  called  for 
that  purpose  :  and  provided,  also,  the  said  railroad  corpora- 
tion shall  agree  to  accept  the  said  transfer  upon  the  terms 

herein  prescribed.  .,     ^    i  i    xr  ^     r. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  transfer  may  be  made  by  deed  duly  Mode  of  trans- 
executed  by  the  proprietors  of  said  ferry  company  in  favor 
of  said  railroad  company,  which  deed  shall  be  recorded  m 
the  books  of  said  railroad  company,  and  said  deed  shall 
vest  in  said  railroad  corporation  all  the  rights  and  powers 
conferred  by  the  charter  of  said  ferry  company,  and  the 
said  railroad  corporation  shall  be  held  to  perform  all  and 
singular  the  duties  prescribed  thereby. 

Sect.  3.     From  and  after  the  execution  and  delivery  of  Name  changed 
said  deed,  the  name   of  the  said  ferry  company  shall  be 
chano-ed,  and  the   said  corporation  shall  afterwards  exist 
and  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Fairhaven  Branch  Rail- 
road Company.  ^  .     -,  ^    ,t   .•       x. 

Sect.  i.  The  said  corporation  shall  not  be  required  to  Meetings,  &c. 
hold  separate  meetings  as  a  ferry  company,  but  all  acts 
needful  and  proper  to  be  done  shall  be  done  at  regular  or 
special  meetings  of  the  railroad  corporation,  or  by  the  di- 
rectors thereof,  and  all  expenses  incident  to  the  manage- 
ment of  said  ferry,  and  all  profits  arising  therefrom,  shall 
be  borne  by,  and  shall  accrue  to,  said  railroad  corporation. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1854.] 
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May  borrow 
money. 


Removal  of 
prisoners. 


Chap.  125  ■'^n  Act  to  authorize  the  County  Commissioners  of  Franklin  County  to 
Borrow  Money,  and  do  other  acts  in  reference  to  building  a  New 
Jail. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of 
Franklin,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  borrow, 
on  the  credit  of  said  county,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of 
debt  they  are  now  authorized  to  contract,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  thousand  dollars,  the  same  to  be  expended 
by  the  said  commissioners,  or  their  successors  in  office,  in 
providing  a  suitable  jail  and  house  of  correction  for  said 
county. 

Sect.  2.  When  the  county  commissioners  for  the  county 
of  Franklin  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  remove  any  prison- 
ers, who  may  be  committed  to  or  confined  in  the  house  of 
correction  or  jail  in  said  county,  to  a  place  of  greater  se- 
curity, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  of  said  county,  or 
his  deputy,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  remove  upon  the 
order  of  said  commissioners,  all  such  prisoners,  as  well 
those  confined  for  debt,  as  for  any  other  cause,  to  the  house 
of  correction  or  jail  in  Northampton,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire ;  and  the  keeper  or  keepers  of  said  jail  and  house  of 
correction,  is  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive  and  de- 
tain in  his  or  their  custody  all  such  prisoners  so  removed, 
and  shall  have  the  same  powers,  and  shall  perform  the  same 
duties  in  respect  to  such  prisoners,  as  if  they  had  been 
originally  committed  in  said  county  of  Hampshire ;  and  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  debtors  and  creditors  interest- 
ed in  such  commitments  shall  remain  the  same,  as  if  such 
debtors  had  continued  in  jail  in  Franklin  County.  And  it 
is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  proper  magistrates  and  offi- 
cers of  the  county  of  Hampshire  to  administer  all  oaths, 
and  perform  all  services  necessary  for  securing  to  all  pris- 
oners removed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  same 
benefits  and  privileges  that  they  would  have  been  entitled 
to,  had  they  remained  in  confinement  in  Franklin  County : 
provided,  however,  the  consent  of  the  county  commissioners 
of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  thus  to  use  and  occupy  the 
said  jail  and  house  of  correction  in  Northampton,  be  first 
had:  provided,  also,  that  all  expenses  occasioned  by  the 
operation  of  this  section,  shall  be  paid  by  the  county  of 
Franklin. 


Proviso. 
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Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  Act  to  con- 
the  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Franklin  shall  ^^""^ '"  ^*'"^- 
decide  that  the  jail  and  house  of  correction  in  said  county 
are  sufficient  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  such  prisoners  as 
may  be  committed  to  them. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  Richard  Shackford  and  George  Shackford  to  build  Chap.  126 

a  Wharf.  ^ 

Be  it  e)i acted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Richard  Shackford  and  George  Shackford,  proprietors  of  Wharf  in  East 
land  and  flats  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  East  Boston,  ^°s*°°- 
bounding  on  Border  Street,  are  hereby  authorized  to  build 
and  maintain  a  wharf  upon  and  from  their  said  premises 
into  Boston  harbor,  as  far  as  the  line  established  by  the 
act  entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  the  Harbor  of  Boston," 
passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty ;  and  shall  have  the  right  Rights,  &c. 
to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  to 
receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided,  hoivever, 
that  this  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  flats 
or  lands  of  this  Commonwealth,  lying  in  front  of  the  flats 
of  any  other  person,  or  which  would  be  comprehended  by 
the  true  lines  of  such  flats  continued  to  said  commissioners' 
line :  and  provided,  further,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf,  as  Proviso, 
may  be  constructed  below  low-water  mark,  shall  be  built  on 
piles,  which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six 
feet,  in  the  direction  of  the   stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a 
transverse  direction,  and  that  this  act  shall  in  nowise  impair  Legal  rights 
the  legal  rights  of  any  person  whatever.     [Approved  by  the  °°*  iinp'^ired. 
Governor,  March  24,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  further   addition   to    An    Act   authorizing   the  erection  of  a  Chop.  127 
Second  Hospital    for  the  Insane. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sam,e,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- Additional  ap- 
tion  to  the  sum  granted  by  the  act  of  April  twenty-seven,  prop"ation. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
11 
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of  completing  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Taunton,  and 
preparing  the  same  for  the  reception  of  patients ;  said  sum 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  said 
hospital. 
Necessary  sup-  Sect.  2.  The  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
P^^^'-  appropriated,   to  furnish  the  institution  with  the  supplies 

necessary  for  its  support,  until  the   expense  of  the  same 
shall  be  defrayed  from  other  sources,  as  provided  by  law.^ 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1854.] 


Chap.  128  An  Act  to  authorize  Charles  Smith  to  build  a  Wharf  and  Marine  Rail- 

way  in  the  Harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
'  tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Wharf,  &c.,at      Charlcs  Smith  is  hereby  authorized  to  build  and  maintain 

Holmes'  Hole.  ^  ^j^arf  and  a  marine  railway,  from  his  land  adjoining 
Holmes'  Hole  Harbor,  into  fifteen  feet  of  water,  at  low 
tide ;  and  not  to  extend  more  than  five  hundred  feet,  into 
said  harbor,  beyond  low-water  mark;  and  shall  have  the 

Rights,  &c.  right  to  lay  vessels  at  said  wharf,  and  take  vessels  on  said 
railway,  and  receive  wharfage,  dockage  and  toll  therefor : 

Proviso.  provided,  that  this  grant  shall,  in  nowise  impair  the  legal 

rights  of  any  person  whatever.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  24,  1854.] 

Chan.  129  An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  town 
-^  "  of  Milford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Setiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 
Town  to  pro-  Sect.  1.  The  towu  of  Milford  shall  provide,  at  its  own 
Sice'comt^'''  expense,  a  suitable  place  for  the  holding  of  the  Police  Court 
in  said  town,  any  thing  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  es- 
tablishing said  court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1854.] 
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An  Act  .to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  the  Emery  House  in  Springfield.  Chap.  1 30 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Albert   Morgan,  Philos   B.  Tyler  and  E.   D.  Corporators. 
Beach,  tlieir  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,   by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Em- 
ery House,  in  Springfield;  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Purpose. 
hotel,  or  boarding  house,  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  and 
maintaining  the  same,  and  the  buildings  and  appurtenances, 
connected  therewith;    and,  for  those  purposes,  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be   subject  to  all  the  du-  ^^^j^^jj^^Fes.^^ 
ties,  restrictions  and  limitations,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  '^  ^ '  '^^' 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  whole  amount  of  real  and  personal  estate,  ^^jf^\^°gj3^Pf" 
or  capital  stock,  which  said  corporation  may  hold,  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  When  any  stockholder,  in  this  corporation,  stocky  w 
shall  transfer  his  stock  in  this  corporation,  a  certificate  of  ^^"^  "^^  • 
such  transfer  shall  forthwith  be  deposited  with  the  city 
clerk  of  the  city  of  Springfield,  who  shall  note  the  time 
when  the  same  was  deposited,  and  record  the  certificate  at 
full  length,  on  the  record  book  of  the  city ;  and  no  transfer 
of  such  stock  shall  be  valid,  as  against  the  creditors' of  such 
stockholder,  until  such  certificate  shall  have  been  deposited 
and  recorded  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24, 1854.] 


An  Act  establishing  the  Salaries  of  Certain  Public  Officers.  Chap.  131 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rejjresenta- 
iives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  several  public  officers  herein  named,  shall  Saianes  estab- 
receive  for  their  services  an  annual  salary,  as  specified,  that 
is  to  say :  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars ;  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver- General 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars ; 
the  Auditor,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars ;  the  First 
Clerk  in  the  treasurer's  office,  the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred 
dollars ;  the  Second  Clerk  in  the  treasurer's  office,  the  sum 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars ;  the  Clerk  in  the  auditor's  office, 
the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars ;  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
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the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  and  the  rent  of  the 
house  occupied  by  him. 

Clerks.  Sect.  2.     The  secretary,  treasurer,  and  auditor  of  the 

Commonwealth  are  authorized  to  employ,  from  time  to  time, 
such  clerical  assistance  in  addition  to  their  permanent 
clerks,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  despatch  of  the  public 
business ;  and  the  annual  salaries  paid  to  the  clerks  so  em- 
ployed shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  for  any  one 
person. 

Paid  quarterly,  Sect.  3.  The  Said  salaries  shall  be  paid  in  quarterly 
payments,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  the 
first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  every 
year,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  any  part  of  a  quarter. 

Inconsistent         Sect.  4.     All   laws  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 

acts  repealed,     .i  •  ,  i  i  i    j 

this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.  The  salaries  aforesaid  shall  be  computed  and 
paid  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  last. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  25,  1854.] 

Chap,  132  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics'  Steam  Mills  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sa7ne,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.        Sect.  1.     James  Alley,  John  Chapman,  Benjamin  Scrib- 
ner,  Jr.,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Mechanics'  Steam  Mills 
Purpose.  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  dealing  in 

lumber,  making  and  selling  shoe  and  other  boxes,  and  fur- 
nishing and  letting  steam-power  for  manufacturing  and  me- 
chanical purposes,  in  the  city  of  Lynn ;  with  all  the  powers 
Powers, duties,  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities,   set   forth  in  the    thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  estate,  not  ex- 
capitai, '         ceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  value ;  and  the  whole 
550,000.  capital  stock  thereof  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 

sand dollars. 
No  shares  to  Sect.  3.  No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
derpar.^  ^^'  ^'^^^  shall  be  issucd,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued.  [Approved  by  the  Governor^  March 
25,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  unite  the  Old  Colony  and  the  Fall  River  Railroads.        Chap.  133 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General.  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect,  1.  The  Old  Colony  Eailroad  Corporation  and  the  Union  of  rail- 
Fall  River  Railroad  Company  are  hereby  authorized,  at  such 
times  and  on  such  terms  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon 
and  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  stockhold- 
ers of  each  of  said  corporations,  at  meetings  regularly 
warned  for  the  purpose,  to  unite  and  form  one  corporation, 
to  be  called  the  Old  Colony  and  Fall  River  Railroad 
Company. 

Sect.  2.  The  corporation,  formed  as  aforesaid,  shall  Privileges,  lia- 
have,  hold,  possess,  and  enjoy  all  the  powers,  privileges,  ^  '^^^^'  *'' 
rights,  franchises,  property,  and  estates,  which  at  the  time  of 
such  union  may  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  both  of  the  existing 
corporations,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions, 
obligations,  and  liabilities,  to  which,  at  the  time  of  union, 
they  are  subject  in  severalty,  and  all  suits  at  law  or  in 
equity,  and  all  proceedings  before  any  tribunal  which  may 
be  pending,  to  which  either  corporation  shall  be  a  party, 
may  be  prosecuted  and  defended  by  the  company  hereby 
authorized,  in  like  manner  and  with  the  same  effect  as  might 
have  been  done,  had  such  union  not  been  formed. 

Sect.  3.  The  first  meeting  of  the  corporation  hereby  First  meeting 
authorized,  shall  be  called  by  the  presidents  of  the  two 
corporations  composing  its  parts ;  and  of  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting,  seven  days'  notice  shall  be  given,  by  publi- 
cations in  two  newspapers  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  one  in 
each  of  the  counties  of  Plymouth  and  Bristol ;  and  at  said 
meeting,  persons  holding  stock  either  in  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Corporation,  or  in  the  Fall  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany, shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  like  manner  as  they  would 
have  been,  had  these  corporations  been  convened  separately. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  25,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  of  the  State  Loan  to  the  Norwich  and  Wor-  Chap,  134 
cester  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  Treasurer  to 
authorized  and  directed  to  issue  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  ^^^"^^  ^*^"^' 
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in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  imder 
its  seal,  and  under  the  hand  of  said  treasurer,  for  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  coupons  attached  for 
interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
semi-annually,  at  the  office  of  said  treasurer,  and  redeemable 
Redeemable  in  at  thc  samc  placc,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  from 
wen  }  J  ear*,  ^j^^  g^^^^  ^^^  ^^  July,  in  the  ycar  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  which  scrip  or  certificate  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  for 
the  redemption  thereof.  And  the  said  scrip  or  certificates 
shall  be  sold  by  thc  treasurer,  in  such  sums  as  he  shall 
require  or  find  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds, 
to  pay  and  redeem  the  scrip  issued  for  the  same  amount  to 
the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  March  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  aid  the  construction 
of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad,"  which  was  made 
payable  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  from  the  first  day 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 
Redeem  scrip  Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
issued  m  1837.  Commonwealth,  to  pay  and  reedeem  the  scrip  issued  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Com- 
pany, whenever  presented  and  demanded,  after  the  same 
becomes  due,  out  of  the  avails  of  the  sale  of  the  scrip  to 
be  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  hold  the 
scrip  so  redeemed,  and  the  bond  and  mortgage  made  and 
given,  and  the  stock  transferred  to  the  Commonwealth  as 
security  for  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  March 
twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  to  be  enforced 
against  said  company,  as  herein  provided. 
To  pay  interest  Sect.  3.  The  Norwicli  and  Worcester  Railroad  Cora- 
sinkin^\ind.  V^^Jj  shall,  scmi-annually,  on  or  before  thc  first  days  of 
June  and  December,  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  interest  on  the 
amount  paid  by  the  Commonwealth,  to  redeem  the  said 
scrip,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  ;  and  shall  also,  annually, 
on  the  first  day  of  December,  pay  to  the  said  treasurer,  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  a  sinking  fund,  the  further  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  during  said  term  of  twenty  years,  and 
shall  also  pay  all  costs  and  expenses  for  making  and  issuing 
such  certificates  or  scrip,  as  herein  provided. 
Sinking  fund,  Sect.  4.  Tlic  Said  sums  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  paid 
annually,  as  herein  before  provided,  together  with  the  pre- 
mium, if  any,  which  shall  be  received  on  the  sale  of  said 
scrip,  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  held 
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by  the  said  treasurer  and  put-  at  interest,  and  the  same, 
with  the  interest  accruing  thereon,  shall  constitute  a  sinking 
fund  for  the  future  payment  and  final  redemption  of  the  scrip 
issued  to  the  said  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  redeemed  by  the  said  treasurer,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act.  And  the  said  sinking  fund  shall  be  held  Bywhomman- 
and  managed  by  said  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  ^"^  ' 
such  commissioners  as  may  be  by  law  provided,  and  all  rea- 
sonable charges  and  costs  in  the  management  thereof,  being 
approved  by  the  governor  and  council,  shall  be  paid  from 
the  same. 

Sect.  5.  At  the  expiration  of  said  term  of  twenty  years,  sinking  fund, 
or  sooner,  if  the  amount  of  the  said  sinking  fund  shall  be  "^"^  ^"^^  '^ 
sufl&cient  therefor,  the  amount  of  said  sinking  fund  shall  be 
applied  to  the  payment  and  liquidation  of  the  said  sum  of 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  due  to  the  Commonwealth 
from  said  company,  for  the  redemption  of  said  scrip  issued 
under  said  act  of  March  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven ;  and  if,  at  the  expiration  of  said  term,  the  said 
sinking  fund  shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  the  said  sum,  the 
said  company  shall  be  required  to  pay  the  balance  of  said 
sum  on  the  day  of  the  expiration  of  said  term.  And  on 
such  payment  and  complete  liquidation  of  the  debt,  the 
treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  surrender  to  said  com-  ?^'"^®"')f'^  °^ 
pany  the  bond  of  said  company,  and  the  mortgage  given  to 
secure  the  same,  and  the  four  thousand  shares  of  the  stock 
of  said  company,  made  and  given  to  the  Commonwealth,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  March  twentieth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Sect.  6.  In  case  of  the  failure  of  the  said  company  to  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  interest  due  on  the  said  scrip,  issued  under  the  said  ^  ^possession 
act  of  March  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
until  the  maturity  thereof,  or  to  pay  the  expenses  and  costs 
of  issuing  the  scrip  herein  provided  for,  or  to  pay  the  inter- 
est semi-annually,  as  herein  provided,  or  to  pay  annually,  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  herein  provided,  for  a  sinking  fund,  then,  in 
such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  the  rail- 
road of  said  company,  and  enforce  all  the  provisions  of  said 
bond  given  by  said  company  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
make  use  of  all  the  security  or  pledge  held  by  the  Common- 
wealth, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  March 
twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  said  debt  and  indemnity  to  the  Commonwealth,  for 


stockholders 
necessary 
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all  loss  or  injury  in  relation  thereto.  And  the  said  mort- 
gage and  pledge  and  the  said  bond  are  hereby  declared  not 
to  be  waived  or  impaired  by  any  delay  in  enforcing  the 
same,  or  by  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  until  the  entire 
payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  debt  due  to  the  Common- 
wealth, according  to  the  true  and  original  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  same. 
Assent  of  Sect.  7.     TMs  act  shall  not  take  effect  unless  the  said 

Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  before  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  duly 
notified  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  assented  to  all  the  pro- 
visions thereof;  nor  unless  the  same  shall  be  approved  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  before  the  first 
day  of  January  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  27,  1854.] 


Chap.  135      An  Aot  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Bristol  County  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloxos  : 

Additional  Sbct.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 

Fk)o  m        Bristol  County  Bank  in  Taunton,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
Proviso.  president  and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the 

whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
Remonstrance       Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  Stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
mg.       gtrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  here- 
in provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made  in  writing 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
June  next;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent 
one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- 
ration, it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 
Additional  Sect.  3.     The    additional   capital   aforesaid,  when   paid 

Kx!  ^"^'^^'^*  in^o  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations, 
restrictions  and  provisions  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
Certificate  Sect.  4.     Bcforc  Said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 

retary  of^state  ^^sincss  on  Said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
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bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the   office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  sliall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.-     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Bank,  in      Chap.  136 
Charlestown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coiwt  assembled,  and  by  the  anthority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional  cap- 
Bunker  Hill  Bank,  in  Charlestown,  are  hereby  authorized  to  ^^'^ ' 
increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  sucli  instalments  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  Proviso, 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Remonstrance 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  here- ^°^^'"^"^^"^ 
in  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing, 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The   additional  capital   aforesaid,  when   paid  Adiitionaicap- 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regulations,  tax.  ^'^  ^^^ 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the   present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  P"gf'^j^*^-*u 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary   of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  ^*=^^^- 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be   returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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Chcm.  137  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Pittsfield  Bank,  in  Pittsfield 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Pittsfield  Bank  in  Pittsfield,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instal- 
ments as  the  president  and  directors  of  said  bank  may 
determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid 
in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
strate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regu- 
lations, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present 
capital  stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  ofiice  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Goverrior,  March  28, 1854.] 
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Chcip.  138  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Mahaiwe  Bank,  in  Great 

Barrington. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
Mahaiwe  Bank,  in  Great  Barrington,  are  hereby  authorized 
to  increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  there- 
to of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
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president  and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  pro-  Proviso. 
videcl,  that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the 
first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re-  Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  *°^®''^^"'*^°° 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  July  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  repre- 
sent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when  Additional 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regu- ^o  u^^!  ^''^^^''* 
lations,  restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present 
capital  stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  sccretary^of 
the   president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  state. 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor ^  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Housatonic  Bank,  in  Stock-  Qhan   139 

bridge.  -^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Setiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Housatonic  Bank,  in  Stockbridge,  are  hereby  authorized  to  '^^p^*^^^* 
increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided.  Proviso, 
that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five. 

Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the   stockholders  of  said  bank  re- Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the   acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  °  ^^"'^"'"S 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  July  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
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corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efTect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  28, 1854.] 
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Chan   140      ^^  ^^^  ^^  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  John  Hancock  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
John  Hancock  Bank,  in  Springfield,  are  hereby  authorized 
to  increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  addition  there- 
to of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the 
whole  amount  sliall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re- 
*°*^®^'^'*^"'^'^^monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  jDrovisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
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bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the   secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eflFect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Howard  Banking  Company.  Qhcin.  141 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Howard  Banking  Company,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  '^^^^ 
to  increase  their  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  Proviso, 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiftj^-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re- Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  *°^^^'^'^"*^°s 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital    aforesaid,  when  paid  Additional 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  '^.^^f^  ^^' 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secreuiry^^of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  state. 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the   office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  142  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Boylston  Bank,  in  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
Boylston  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president 
and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the, 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re- 
monstrate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  July  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  of  said 
bank,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  stock  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 
said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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Chai).  143  -^"  ^^^  ^'^  increase  the    Capital    Stock  of  the  Lancaster  Bank,  in  Lan- 
-^  caster. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
Lancaster  Bank,  in  Lancaster,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presider^t  a^nd 
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directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  Proviso, 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  ^e- Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when  Additional 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the   same  tax,  regu- Jg^^t  Wtax. 
lations,  restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present 
capital  stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secret^ary^'of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  state, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  ejffect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  hy  the  Governor ,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Fitchburg  Bank,  in  Fitchburg.  (Jhap.  144 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Fitchburg  Bank,  in  Fitchburg,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in-  ^^^^*^  ' 
crease  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares   of   one  hundred  dollars- 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  whole  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  K  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Remonstrance 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein  ^°  ^^^"^^  '°s 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 
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Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 
said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  tlie  same  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

■   Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      lApp7'oved  hy  the  Gover?ior,  March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  145  An  Act  to.  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Taunton  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Taunton  Bank,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  their  pres- 
ent capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 
shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
strate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Monument  Bank,  in  the  city  of  Charlestown'  Chap.  146 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  George  W.  White,  Frederick  Tudor,  G-.  Wash-  Corporators. 
ington  Warren,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Monument  Bank,  in 
the  city  of  Charlestown,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the 
first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ^jfyg*^"^^^  *^^^ 
and  seventy-fiye,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Com- 
monwealth relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  ^  ^  '     ' 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  in- 
stalments, and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct : 
provided,  that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  Proviso, 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transfer  of 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books.  ^^°'^  ' 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Subject  to  fu- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.     [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Neponset  Bank,  in  Canton.  Chap.  147 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Neponset  Bank,  in  Canton,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  ^^^^^^  • 
their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president 
and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided,  that  Proviso, 
the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Remonstrance 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein  °  ^^"^^^^  '°s 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shalKbe  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July 
13 
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next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subjlect  to  the  same  tax,  regu- 
lations, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present 
capital  stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  148  An  Act  to   increase   the]  Capital   Stock   of  the   Southbridge  Bank,   in 

Southbridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 


Additional 

capital. 


Proviso. 
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Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Southbridge  Bank,  in  Southbridge,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided, 
that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
strate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting,  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regu- 
lations, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present 
capital  stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  ^by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
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bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Wamesit  Bank,  in  Lowell.  Chcip.  149 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ajid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Wamesit  Bank,  in  Lowell,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  ^^^^^^  ■ 
their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of   one  hundred  dollars   each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount  Proviso, 
shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Remonstrance 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein  *°  em  writing 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.      The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  ^"i^itionai 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regulations,  to^ax.  ^^  ^^'^ 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  u^'^gf  ^^^^-Ju 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary   of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  ®^^*®' 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Central  Bank,  in  Worcester.  Chap.  150 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Central  Bamk,  in  Worcester,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
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one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
Proviso.  president  and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the 

whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
Remonstrance      Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
emwu  mg  g^j,g^^g  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 
Additional  Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when   paid 

to^tax.  ^'^  ^^'^  iiito  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regulations, 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
Certificate  to  Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
secfetoy^'of  l^^usiness  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
state.  the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 

under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28, 1854.] 

ChttT)   151  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  in  New 
^  Bedford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Additional  Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 

capital.  Mechanics'  Bank,  in  New  Bedford,  are  hereby  authorized  to 

increase  their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto 

of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 

dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 

president  and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  p?-o- 

Proviso.  vided,  that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the 

first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  fifty-five. 

Remonstrance      Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  Stockholders  of  said  bank  re- 

to  be  m  writing  j^^^g^j,^^^  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 

herein  provided,  the   said  remonstrance   shall  be  made,  in 

writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  before  tl:yB  first  day 

of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
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resent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when  Additional 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula-  ^^i^f^  '''^J^^* 
tions,  restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation   shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secret^ary^^of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  state. 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into-  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into   the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appj^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Waltham  Bank,  in  Waltham.  Chap.  152 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Waltham  Bank,  in  Waltham,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in-  "^^p^*^^- 
crease  their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount  Proviso, 
shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re-  Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  *°  "^^  ^^  ^"^^°^ 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting,  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital   aforesaid,  when   paid  Additional 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regulations,  ^^te'^!  ^^^^^'^^ 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary    of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  state. 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
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bank,  shall  be  returned  to  the  secretary  of  the   Common- 
wealth. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  153  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Blackstone  Bank,  in  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Additional  Se€t.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 

capita .  Blackstone  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 

crease their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
Provifo.  president  and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the 

whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
Remonstrance       Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the   Stockholders   of  said  bank  re- 
am writing  jj^Qj^g^i^a^^Q  against  the  acceptance  of  the  capital  herein  pro- 
vided, the   said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 
Additional  Sect.  3.     The  additional  stock  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 

to^tax.  ^^  ^^'^^  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  capital  stock  of  said 
bank  is  now  subject. 
Certificate  to  Sect.  4.  Beforc  Said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
secretary  of  busiucss  on  Said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
state.  w^Q  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 

under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  ofiice  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
.  passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

Chap.  154  An  Act   to    increase    the    Capital    Stock   of  the    Washington   Bank,    in 

Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Additional  Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 

capita  .  Washington  Bank,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  their 
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Pnoh  wK  ^T^i"?  ,  ^^^^^?'.  ^^  '^^'^^  °f  0^^  ^^"^^dred  dollars 
each,  wliicli  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  may  determine  -.provided,  that  the  whole  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  da/ of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five 

mon.tr^fh    If  ^^^>:/f    the    stockholders    of    said    bank   re- Remonstrance 

monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  *° '^^  ^^  "^^^i"°- 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made  in 
wn  mg,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
rJ/'''^^'  !fd^f  t^^  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep^ 
resent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  Itock  of  afd 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 

said  W>'=1  ^M  ^^^^fi^^^l  «tock  aforesaid,  when  paid  into  Additional' 
said  bank,  shall  be   subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations  re- to'^A'.'^ '^'J^'^* 

bank  Znl         '  'T?  '"''  f""""y  ^"''^  P«"'  '°to  said 

t>as?a?;  ^V/"'  ''5\'''f  ^^'''  "'f""'  fr""  and  after  its 
passage.     [^;,;,roi,<.<i?  6y  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock-  of  the  Metacomet  Bank.  C/iap  155 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

a;;,t  >lf:r^^  ---'^^'^  --^  ^y '"-«//'-;"/ 

Metacomei  B^l!t  '^''''^i'^f"*' Bi^-ectors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
,W,LtT  '  "  ^'*"  Barer,  are  hereby  authorized  to  °*'"'"- 

inciease  the.r  present  eapital  stools  by  an  addition  thereto 

dll  r  """f '■«  ."'""f^d  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
nr  ,1l/r^',''r"=''  '''^"  '"'  ?'»'<'  '"^  ^^^^  instalments  as  the 
Slrf  th  t"?,'^ '^T^'^  °f  ^^'''  "^^"i^  -nay  determine  :.™!p,„.,„ 
fim  dlv  of  llf  f  ,r"°™*  '""^'^  ''"  l"'id  in  before  "Ihe 
aidfift^five.      ^'  ^^''"  °°'  ^"""'^"""^  ^'g"^'  ''™dred 

mous?r'ate  ao-aL?f,  "^  "^^  stockholders  of  said  bank  re- Ee„,.„s,r„ce 
Tre  n  nrovfZ   ,,        "°/'''^"''  "'^  *''"  additional  capital  •°>'-"  ™«"»" 
wS/to  I,!    '  v'  ";.'?,  '■emonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writmg,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
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of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be   entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 
Additional  Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when 

to^tax.  ^^  ■'^'^  paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
CeHificate  to  Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
secretary  of  busiucss  ou  Said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
state.  i\^Q  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 

under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28, 1854.] 

Chap.  156  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  National  Bank,  of  Boston 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
National  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re- 
monstrate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations, 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 


Additional 
capital. 


Proviso. 


Remonstrance 
to  be  in  writing 


Additional 
capital  subject 
to  tax. 


Certificate  to 
be  filed  with 
secretary  of 
state. 


1854.— Chapters  157,  158.  105 

bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  ot 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Broadway  Bank,  in  South  (^nttj).  157 

Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sajne,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Broadway  Bank,  in  South  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  ^^P'**'- 
increase  their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  tliat  the  whole  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re-  Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  *°  emwnting 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The    additional   capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  Additional 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  to'tax.  ^'^  "'^^^ 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4,     Before   said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary^^of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  state. 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

.    Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App?^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Grocers'  Bank,  in  Boston.  Chap.  158 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Grocers'  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  '^^^^^^ ' 
14 
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Proviso. 


their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  ei,2;ht  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
Remonstrance  Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  Stockholders  of  said  bank  re- 
^^'^^^  ^°^  monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  daj'^ 
of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations, 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashiei', 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28, 1854.] 
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ChciJ).  159  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Columbian  Bank,  in  Boston. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Columbian  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instal*- 
ments  as  the  president  and  directors  may  determine :  pro- 
vided, that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the 
first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re- 
monstrate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
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of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital   aforesaid,  when  paid  Additional 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  to  u*x.  ^'^  ^^^^ 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secfeu^^^of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  state. 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the   ofiice  of  the   secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  ^efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Monson  Bank,  in  Monson.  Chap.  160 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Austin  Fuller,  Albert  Norcross,  William    N.  Corporators. 
Flynt,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Monson  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Monson, 
on  Main  Street,  southerly  of  the  centre  meeting-house,  and 
within  two  hundred  rods  of  said  meeting-house,  and  shall 
so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  Continue  till 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  en-  ^^'^' 
titled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
public  statutes   of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks 
and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock. 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  in- 
stalments, and  at  such  times  as  the  stockholders  may  direct : 
provided,  that  the  whole  be   paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  Proviso. 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transferor 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be   subject  to  all  Subject  to  fu- 
the  liabilities,  requirements   and  restrictions,  contained  in  ^^^^  ^^^^* 


108 


1854.— Chapters  161,  162. 


Additional 
capital. 


Proviso. 


Remonstrance 
to  be  in  writing 


such  acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court, 
in  relation  to  banks  and  banking.  ^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  28,  1854.] 

Chap.  161      An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Quinsigamond  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Quinsigamond  Bank,  in  Worcester,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re- 
monstrate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations, 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  162  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Village  Bank,  in  Danvers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Village  Bank,  in  Danvers,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
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their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
■which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president 
and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re-  Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  °  emwni  ^ 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital   aforesaid,  when  paid  Additional 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regulations,  to  u^x.  ^^  ^^° 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 

DG    niGCi   Wltll 

business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary   of 
the  president  and   directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  '^'^^*^- 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the   office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take   efi"ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.]  • 


An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Shawmut  Bank,  in  Boston.  Ghcij).  163 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Shawmut  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments 
as  the  president  and  directors  may  determine :  provided.  Proviso, 
that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five. 

Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re-  Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  ^°  ^®  ^°  ^^"^^"^ 
herein  provided,  the   said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day 
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of  June  next :  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  rep- 
resent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 
Additional  Sect.  3.     The  additional  stock  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 

to^tax.  ^^  ^^^  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
Certificate  to  Sect.  4.  Bcforc  Said  Corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
secretary  of  busincss  ou  Said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
state.  -the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 

under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the"  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Gove7^no7\  March  2S,  1854.] 

Chap.  164  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Appleton  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Additional  Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 

capi  a .  Appleton  Bank,  in  Lowell,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 

their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  fifty 

thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars   each, 

which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 

Proviso.  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 

shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Remonstrance      Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  Stockholders  of   said  bank  re- 

^^'^^'^' '"°  moustrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 

herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance   shall  be  made,  in 

writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 

day  of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally 

represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 

said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 

this  act. 

Additional  Sect.  3.      The  additional  capital   aforesaid,  when  paid 

toTax^  ^''^•'^'''  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations, 

restrictioDS  and    provisions,  to  which  the   present  capital 

stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Certificate  to        Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 

secretary   of    busiucss  on  Said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 

state.  ^Ijq  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
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under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  iito  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  ejffect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.     [Appi'bved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Leicester  Bank.  ChciJ)-  16o 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Leicester  Bank,  in  Leicester,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  whole  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Remonstrance 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  °  emwrimg 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  Additional 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  to'^tax.  ^'^  ^^^ 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  Certificate  to 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary   of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  ^t^te. 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into   the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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Additional 
capital. 


Proviso. 


Remonstrance 
to  be  in  writing 


L/hap.  166         An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Machinists'  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Machinists'  Bank,  in  Taunton,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
iifty-thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 
shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
strate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing, 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
June  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  repre- 
sent one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 
said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  167      An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Eliot  Bank,  in  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 


Additional 
capital. 


ProTiso. 


Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Eliot  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the 
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wliole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Remonstrance 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein  *°  em  writing 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  "  3.     The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  "when  paid  into  Additional 
said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re-  to  tax.  ^'^  ^^'^ 
strictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  ^e  fiied^with° 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary  of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  ^*'^*®- 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28, 1854.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Rollstone  Bank,  in  Fitchburg.  Chap.  168 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Rollstone    Bank,   in   Fitchburg,  are  hereby  authorized    to  •^^p^*^^- 
increase  their  present  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  pres- 
ident   and    directors    may  determine :    provided,  that   the  Proviso, 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Remonstrance 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  here-  to  be  m  wntmg 
in  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made  in  writing 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
June  next;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent 
one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- 
ration, it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The    additional   capital   aforesaid,  when   paid  Additional 
into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  regulations,  fec^tfo  tax', 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
15 
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Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect,  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor^  March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  169    An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Mechanics'  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
■which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 
shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
strate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing, 
to  the  cashier  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next ;  and 
if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one-fourth  part 
of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  it  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  The  additional  stock  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 
said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  such  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
28,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Freeman's  Bank,  in  Boston.  Chap.  170 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the -A-dditionai 
Freeman's  Bank,  in  Boston,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in-*^*^^^' 
crease  their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided,  Proviso, 
that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re-  Remonstrance 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  *°^^^"^^'*'"^ 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  July  next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The   additional  capital   stock  aforesaid,  when  Additional 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to   the  like  tax,  regu- jeTt\^o  tax' 
lations,  restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present 
capital  stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to   do  F%\^^?^*^  t° 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  secretary  of 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  ^'^^^• 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office   of  the   Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take   efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital    Stock  of  the  Blue   Hill  Bank,  in  Dor-  Chap.  171 

Chester. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Additional 
Blue  Hill  Bank,  in  Dorchester,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares   of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
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Proviso.  dent  and  directors   of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided, 

that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five. 
Remonstrance      Sect.  2.     If  any  of   the   stockholders   of  said  bank  re- 
to  ^^^^"ti^Sj^^Qngtrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the   said  remonstrance   shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next ;  and  if  the  persons   so  objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital   stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 
Additional  Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when 

to^tax!  ^^'^'^^°*paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.  Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  ofiQce  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     ^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bass  River  Bank,  in  Beverl}'. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  William  H.  Allen,  Samuel  Adams,  John  A. 
Greene,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Bass  Eiver  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Bev- 
erly, and  shall  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth 
in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to 
banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2,  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in. 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
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Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transfer  of 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books.  ^^°^ '' 

Sect.  4.     The   said  corporation  shall  be   subject  to  all  Subject  to  fu- 
thc  liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  ^^^^  ^^"^" 
such  acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court, 
in  relation  to  banks  and  banking.      [Approved  by  the    Gov- 
ernor, March  1^,  1^54:.'] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  North    Bridgewater    Bank,  in  North  Bridge-  (JJian.  173 

■water.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autliority  of 
the  sa7ne,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Bela  Keith,  Benjamin  Kingman,  Jesse  Perkins,  Corporators, 
their  asscc''\tes  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpo- 
ration, by  L  e  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and   Com- 
pany of  the  North  Bridgewater  Bank,  to  be  established  in 
North  Bridi:ewater,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  Continue  tin 
of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^^''^" 
seventy-five,  and  shall  be   entitled  to  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the   duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Common- 
wealth, relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  himdred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided,  proviso, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transfer  of 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books.  ®^°''^' 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Subject  to  fu- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such  ^^'''^  ^''^"■^• 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the   general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.     [Approved  by  the    Gov- 
ernor, March  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Peinberton  Bank,  in  Lawrence.  C/ion    1  74 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aiithoj-ity  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Henry  K.  Oliver,  Levi  Sprague,  Dana  Sargent,  corporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
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Continue  till 
1875. 


tion,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Pemberton  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Lawrence,  and 
shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
public  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks 
and  banking. 
Capital  stock.  Sect.  2.  The  Capital  stock  of  Said  bank  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  pi-ovided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in 
such  acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court, 
in  relation  to  banks  and  banking.  [^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  28,  1854.] 
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Chan   175     ^^  ^^'^  ^°  incorporate  the  City  Bank  of  Lynn,  in  the  City  of  Lynn. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  John  C.  Abbott,  Otis  Johnson,  Amos  P.  Tapley, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  City  Bank  of  Lynn,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of 
Lynn,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  sub- 
ject to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in 
the  public  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks 
and  banking. 
Capital  stock.  Sect.  2.  The  Capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 
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Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Subject  to  fa- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.      [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Grafton  Bank,  in  Grafton.  Chnn    1  7fi 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Ezek  Saunders,  Erastus  Fisher,  Jonathan  War-  Corporators, 
ren,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Grafton  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Grafton, 
and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  Continue  till 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall     ''^' 
be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
public  statutes  of  this   Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks 
and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock. 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided,  proviso, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  \)Q  transferable  Transfer  of 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books.  ^*^°''^* 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Subject  to  fu- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such  ^^^^  ^'^^'^" 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.    [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Conway  Bank,  in  Conway.  Chap.  Ill 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Edmund  Burke,  Charles  Parsons,  Austin  Rice,  Corporators, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Conway  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Conway,  and  shall 
so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  continue  till 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  en-  i^^o. 
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titled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public 
statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and 
banking-. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.  \^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  178 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Merchants'  Bank,  in  Lowell. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Harlin  Pillsbury,  Thomas  Ne smith,  Ithamar  W. 
Beard,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  to  be  established  in 
Lowell,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth 
in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to 
banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shaU  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  in!  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  iastalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  oi'  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  City  Bank  of  Worcester,  in  the  city  of      Chap.  179 
Worcester. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Sejiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of. 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     William   B.    Fox,    Fred.  Wm.    Paine,   Henry  Corporators. 
Cliapiu,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  City  Bank  of  Worcester,  to  be  established 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  Continue  till 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and    ^^* 
seventy-five,  and  shall  be   entitled  to   all  the  powers   and 
privileges,  and  be   subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Common- 
wealth, relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock, 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided,  Proviso, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transfer  of 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Subject  to  fu- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such  ^^"^^  ^^^^• 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in  re- 
lation to  banks  and  banking.      {^Approved  hy  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 

An    Act    to    incorporate    the    Northborough    Bank,  in  the  town  of      Chap.  180 

Northborough. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     George  C.  Davis,    Cyrus  Gale,   Wilder  Bush,  Corporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Northborough  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of 
Northborough,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  Continue  till 
October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five, and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges, and  be   subject  to   all  duties,  liabilities  and  restric- 
tions, set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth, 
relative  to  banks  and  banking. 
16 
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Capital  stock.  Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in  re- 
lation to  banks  and  banking.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  181  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Maverick  Bank,  in  East  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Samuel  Hall,  Noah  Sturtevant,  AVilliam  C. 
Barstow,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Maverick  Bank,  to  be  established  in  that 
part  of  Boston  called  East  Boston,  and  shall  so  continue 
until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes 
of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in  re- 
lation to  banks  and  banking.  \^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Townsend  Bank,  in  Townsend.  Chcip.  182 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Walter  Fessenden,  Daniel  Adams,  Levi  Stearns,  Corporators, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Townsend  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Townsend,  and 
shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  Continue  tm 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
public  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and 
banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in   such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided.  Proviso, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transfer  of 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books.  ^^°^  ' 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Subject  to  fu- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in  re- 
lation to  banks  and  banking.      [App?'oved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Miller's  River  Bank,  in  Athol.  ChcfD.  183 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     Charles  C.  Bassett,  Isaac  Stevens,  Lewis  Thorp,  Corporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  arc  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Miller's  River  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Athol,  and 
located  in  the  depot  village,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  continue  till 
first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ^^^^" 
and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  subject  to   all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  re- 
strictions, set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Common- 
wealth, relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2,     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock. 
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one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.  \^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  184         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Brighton  Market  Bank,  in  Brighton. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.  Life  Baldwin,  Charles  Heard,  Granville  Fuller, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Brighton  Market  Bank,  in  Brighton,  and  shall 
so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public 
statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and  bank- 
ing. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.  \_Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  28,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Provincetown  Bank,  in  Provincetown.         CflCip.  185 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     James  M.  Holmes,  Elijah  Smith,  Elisha  Tillson,  Corporators, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Provincetown  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of 
Provincetown,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  continue  till 
October,   in   the    year   one    thousand   eight   hundred   and,^^'''^- 
seventy-five,  and  shall  be   entitled  to  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  be   subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  Instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided,  Proviso, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transfer  of 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books.  ®^°*^'^' 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Subject  to  fu- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such  ^"'^^  ^^'^^* 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in  re- 
lation to  banks  and  banking.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Holliston  Bank,  in  Holliston.  Chnn    ^  S(i 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Luther  Green,  Timothy  Daniels,  S.  G.  Burnap,  corporators, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Holliston  Bank,  to   be   established  in  Holliston,  and 
shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  continue  till 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  ^^^^• 
entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to 
all  the   duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
public  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and 
banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock. 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
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one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in 
such  acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court, 
in  relation  to  banks  and  banking.  [^Approved  hy  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  187 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


Powers,  du- 
ties, &c. 


Real  and  per- 
sonal   estate. 


No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Globe  Locomotive  Works. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  John  Souther,  Manley  A.  Rowell,  George 
Souther,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Globe  Locomotive  Works, 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  locomotive  and  stationary 
engines,  and  general  machinery  in  the  city  of  Boston;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth 
and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  said  cor- 
poration may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  not  exceeding 
that  amount. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  shall  be  issued 
for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      ^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  188 


Wharf  in  Fal- 
mouth. 


An  Act  to  authorize  Peter  Lewis  to  extend  his  Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Peter  Lewis,  the  proprietor  of  a  wharf  in  Falmouth,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  extend  and  maintain  the  same  into 
Waquoit  Harbor,  to  a  distance  not  to  exceed  sixty  feet  be- 
yond the  present  structure  :  provided,  hoiuever,  that  the  said 
wharf  shall  not  extend  into  the  harbor  or  channel,  so  as  to 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  the   said  harbor :  and  he   shall 
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have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  sides  and  end  of  the  Rights,  &c. 
said  wharf,  and  to  receive  dockage  and  wharfage  therefor : 
provided,  that  this  act  shall  in  nowise  impair  the  legal  rights  Proviso, 
of  any  person.      {^Approved  hy   the    Governor,  March   28, 

1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerning  tlie  State  Pauper*Establishments  CkciJ).  189 
within  this  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  May  twentieth,  Former  act 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  en-  '^^"^^  ^ 
titled  "  An  Act  in  relation  to  Paupers  having  no  settlement 
in  this  Commonwealth,"  and  being  chapter  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  of  the  acts  of  that  year,  is  hereby  so  far 
amended,  that  the  compensation  of  the  superintendent  of 
each  of  the  State  pauper  institutions,  severally  located  at 
Mouson,  Tewksbury,  and  Bridgewater,  shall  be  determined 
and  fixed  by  the  inspectors  of  the  same,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  governor. 

Sect.  2.  The  superintendents  of  said  pauper  institutions  Superintend- 
shall  severally  give  bonds  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Common-  bonds!"  ^^^^ 
wealth,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties,  and  dis- 
bursement of  all  moneys  that  may  come  into  their  hands  by 
virtue  of  their  ofl&ce ;  said  bonds  to  be  in  such  sum  as  shall 
be  designated  by  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the 
inspectors  of  said  institutions  respectively,  and  with  suf- 
ficient surety  or  sureties  to  the  acceptance  of  said  inspect- 
ors, and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  governor. 

Sect.  3.     The  inspectors   of   said  institutions   shall,  in  inspectors  ai- 
addition  to  the  salary  prescribed  for  them  in  the  sixth  sec-  ung^expenleF'. 
tion  of  the  aforesaid  act,  be  entitled  to  repayment  from  the 
treasury  of  the   Commonwealth,  of  all  travelling  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  and  paid  by  them  in  the  due  perform- 
ance of  their  ofl&cial  duties. 

Sect.  4.  The  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  and  two  hundred  ,?16,200  appro- 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  said  pauper  institutions,  ^'^'^^^  ' 
namely :  the  sum  of  five  thousand  and  four  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  of  said  institutions,  for  the  purchase  of  farming 
stock,  implements,  vehicles,  and  other  necessary  articles  for 
the  use  of  the  same,  also  for  the  building  of  fences  and 
sheds,  and  for  repairs  on  the  premises  connected  therewith, 
the  same  to  be  expended  for  the  above  purposes  by  the 
superintendents  of  said  institutions  respectively,  under  the 
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Governor  to     direction  of  the  inspectors  of  each ;  and  the  governor  is 
draw  warrant.  ]^Q^,Qi3y  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  treasury, 
from  time  to  time,  for  portions  of  said  appropriation  to  the 
extent  of  the  same,  as  they  may  be  needed  for  the  above 
purposes. 
Accounts  to  be      Sect.  5.     All  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  several 
pafd!^'^  ^''      State  pauper  establishments,  and  the  support  of  their  in- 
mates, shall,  after  they  have  been  approved  by  the  inspect- 
ors, be  presented  to  the  State  auditor  at  the   close  of  each 
month,  and  paid  from  the  treasury  of  the   Commonwealth : 
Proviso.  provided,  hoivever,  if  the  inspectors  shall  deem  it  necessary, 

a  warrant  may  be  drawn  by  the  governor  on  the  treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  favor  of  the  superintendent,  for  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  to  enable  him  to 
make  purchases  during  the  month, — said  sum  to  be  account- 
ed for  to  the  auditor,  prior  to  the  advance  of  any  further 
amount. 
Provisions  of  Sect.  6.  The  provisiou  in  relation  to  sending  sick  State 
actexten  e  .  paupers  to  Raiusford  Island,  contained  in  section  fifth  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  State  Pauper  Estab- 
lishments within  this  Commonwealth,"  passed  May  twen- 
ty-first, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
three,  and  being  chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty-second  of 
the  acts  of  that  year,  is  hereby  extended  to  all  the  cities 
and  towns  in  this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  .1854.] 

Chap.  190  An  Act  concerning  the  Newburyport  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Authorized  to       Sect.  1.     The  Ncwburyport  Railroad  Company  are  hcrc- 
^ca  e  anew,   ^^  authorized  to  locate  anew,  and  extend  their  railroad 
within  the  limits  authorized  by  the  acts  of  incorporation  of 
said  company ;  and  they  arc  also  authorized  to  locate  and 
construct  a  branch  railroad  from  some  convenient  ])oint  on 
the  railroad  of  said  company  in  Newbury,  to  the  Merrimack 
River  in  Newburyport,  and  thence  across  the  wharves  to 
some  convenient  point  in  said  Newburyport,  with  authority 
•  therefor  to  cross  the  Eastern  Railroad.     And  the  said  New- 
buryport Railroad  Company,  in  the   location,  construction, 
Powers.duties,  and  usc  of  the  roads  hereby  authorized,  shall  have  all  the 
^°'  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
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liabilities  and  restrictions,  contained  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of  the  thirty- 
ninth  chapter  of  said  statutes  relating  to  railroad  corpora- 
tions, and  the  public  statutes  subsequently  passed  relating 
to  such  corporations. 

Sect.  2.     If  the  locations,  as  herein  authorized,  be  not  Location  and 
filed  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  if  completion, 
the  construction  of   the  roads  herein  authorized,  be  not 
finished  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  then 
the  same  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1854.] 

An    Act    conferring  Jurisdiction    on    the  County  Commissioners    of  the  Chap.  191 
County  of  Barnstable. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  i^enate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  : 

The  County  Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Barnstable, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  entertain  jurisdic- 
tion of  claims,  for  land  damages,  against  the  Cape  Cod 
Railroad  Company,  notwithstanding  their  interest  from  be- 
ing owners  of  stock  therein.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  South  Reading  Bank,  in  South  Reading.       Chcil)   192 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  : 

Sect.  1.  Thomas  Emerson,  Lilley  Eaton,  Edward  ^Mans- Corporators, 
field,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  South  Reading  Bank,  to  be  established  in 
the  town  of  South  Reading,  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  Continue  till 
first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers 
and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities 
and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this 
Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  oF Capital  stock, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars   each,  to  be  paid  in   such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided,  Provifo. 
17 
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Transfer  of 
stock. 

Subject  to  fu- 
ture laws. 


that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in 
such  acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court, 
in  relation  to  banks  and  banking.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  30,  1854.] 

Char).  193       An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Blackstone  River  Bank,  in  Blackstone. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Edward  S.  Hall,  Charles  E.  Hall,  Spencer  M. 
Rice,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Blackstone  River  Bank,  to  be  established 
at  Millville,  in  the  town  of  Blackstone,  and  shall  so  con- 
tinue until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes 
of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided, 
that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  -one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in  re- 
lation to  banks  and  banking.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  30,  1854.] 


Coroorators. 


Continue  till 
1875. 


Capital  stock. 


Pro\iso. 


Transfer  of 
stock. 

Subject   to  fu- 
ture laws. 


Chap.  194  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Provincetown  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Jeremiah   Stone,    Benjamin  Allstrum,    Elijah 
Smith,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
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corporation,  by  tlie  name  of  the  Provincetown  Gas  Light 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  gas.  Purpose, 
in  the  town  of  Provincetown ;  with  all  the  powers  and  priv-  Powers,duties, 
ileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore-  5'9o^qoo*^*^' 
said,  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty  thou-  capital, ' 
sand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  S^o.ooo. 
shall  not  exceed  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  se-  May  open  the 
lectmen  of  the  town  of  Provincetown,  shall  have  the  power  |[pes°^  kc^ 
and  authority  to  open  the  grounds  in  any  part  of  the  streets, 
lanes  and  highways  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking 
and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  corporation, 
after  opening  the  grounds  in  such  streets,  lanes  or  highways, 
shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  again  into  repair,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance  :  provided,  how-  Proviso. 
ever,  that  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall  at  all 
times  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control,  the 
acts  and  doings  of  the  said  corporation  which  may,  in  any 
manner,  affect  the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the  in- 
habitants of  said  town. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  No  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  derpar. 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 
first  be  issued.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31, 
1854.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Warren  Institution  for  Savings  to  hold  additional  Chap.  195 

Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Warren  Institution  for  Savings,  in  the  city  Additional 

real  estate 

of  Charlestown,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  estate,  to 
the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to 
hold :  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  in-  Proviso. 
vested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable 
site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building, 
to  be  used  for  the  banking  purposes  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31, 1854.] 
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Chap.  196      An  Act  to  authorize  the  Cabot  Savings  Bank  to  Change  its  Name. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  Cabot  Savings  Bank,  a  corporation  organized  under 
a  law  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  eighteen 
Inmdred  and  forty-five,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  be  called  and  known  as  the  Chicopee  Savings  Bank. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 

Chap.  197  An  Act  to  incorporate   the  Bethesda  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Louisa  Minot,  Mary  Parker,  Anne  M.  Seaver, 
Hannah  B.  Emerson,  Sarah  Stocker,  Martha  W.  Wilkinson, 
and  Elizabeth  A.  Rand,  their  associates  and  successors, 
are  hereby  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  the  Bethesda  So- 

Purpose.         ciety,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  reformation  of  penitent 

"•     females,  and  affording  such  instruction  and  encouragement 

as  shall  enable  them  to  return  to  the  ways  of  virtue ;  with 

Powers.duties,  all  the  powcrs,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 

**'•  restrictions  set  forth  in  the  Revised^Statutes,  chapter  forty- 

four. 

Funds  not  to        Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporation  may  hold  the  funds  here- 

exceed  ^30,000  ^QfQj.Q  \iQ\^  by  the  associatiou  known  as  the  Auxiliary  Pen- 
itent Females'  Refuge  Society,  and  may  also  take  by  pur- 
chase, grant,  devise,  bequest,  or  otherwise,  any  real  or 
personal  property,  and  may  hold  the  same  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  may  manage  and  dispose  of  the  same :  pro- 
vided, that  the  whole  amount  of  the  property  held  and  pos- 
sessed by  the  said  corporation,  shall  not  exceed  in  value 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Officers,  &c.  Sect.  3.  All  the  officers  of  the  said  society,  except  the 
treasurer,  may  be  married  women ;  the  treasurer,  if  a  fe- 
male, shall  be  unmarried.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  31,  1854.] 
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An  Act  concerning  the  Fall  River  Railroad  Company.  Chip.  198 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Fall  River  Railroad  Company,  are  hereby  Location 
authorized  to  change  the  location  of  their  railroad,  by  en-  ''^^"s^'^- 
larging,  and  making  more  easy  of  operation,  the  curve  or 
curves,  near  its   southern  terminus",  in  the   town  of  Fall 
River. 

Sect.  2.     If  the  location  of  the  change,  herein  granted.  When fiiedand 
shall  not  be  filed,  vs^ithin  one  year,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  ^^^p^''*^  • 
be  constructed,  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
act,  this   act   shall  be  void.      [Approved   by  the   Governor, 
March  31,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Winchendon  Savings  Bank.  Chan.  199 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

B.  0.  Tyler,  Oilman  B.  Parker,  M.  Hancock,  their  asso-  Savings  Bank, 
ciates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by 
the  name  of  the  Winchendon  Savings  Bank,  to  be  estab- 
lished in  the  town  of  Winchendon ;  with  all  the  powers  and  Powers.duties, 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  re- 
strictions, set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  re- 
la,ting  to  institutions  for  savings.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  31,  1854.] 
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Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Setiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  act,  entitled  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Chem-  Act  amended, 
ical   Company,  is  hereby  amended  by  the  substitution  of 
Joseph  W.  Ward  for  J.  H.  Ward,  and  Wm.  G.  Wheelock 
for  H.  G.  Wheelock,  in  the  first  section  of  said  act.     [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 
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Chap,  201  An  Act  to  authorize  William  Pope  to  extend  his   Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Extension  of  William  Pope,  of  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  extend 
his  wharf,  on  Harrison  Avenue  in  the  city  of  Boston,  to  the 
line  established  by  •'  An  Act  concerning  the  Harbor  of  Bos- 
ton," passed  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  and  he  shall  have  the 

Rights,  &c.      right  to  lay  vessels,  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and 

Proviso.  to  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided,  how- 

ever, that  this  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
flats  or  land  of  this  Commonwealth,  lying  in  front  of  the 
flats  of  any  other  person,  or  which  would  be  comprehended 
by  the  true  lines  of  such  flats,  continued  to  the  said  com- 

Provided,  also,  missioncrs'  line  :  and  provided,  also,  that  so  much  of  said 
wharf,  as  may  be  constructed  below  low-water  mark,  shall 
be  built  on  piles,  which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each 
other,  than  six  feet,  in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and 
eight  feet  in  a  transverse  direction ;  and  that  this  act  shall 
in  nowise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 


Chap.  202  An  Act  to  Change   the  Name   of  the  Conway  Mutual    Fire   Insurance 

Compan}'. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  Conway  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  shall  here- 
after be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Conway  Stock 
and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  [Approved  hy  the 
Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 

Chap.  203  -^n  ^ct  to  incorporate  the  Medford  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Sanford  B.  Perry,  Gardner  G.  Hubbard,  Moses 

M.  Rice,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 

corporation,  by  the  name   of  the  Medford  Gas  Light  Com- 

Purpose.  pany,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  selling  gas  in  the  towns 

Powers,duties,  of  Mcdford  and  West  Cambridge ;  with  all  the  powers  and 

privileges,  and  subject  to   all  the   duties,  restrictions  and 


1854.— Chapter  204.  135 

liabilities,  set  forth  in   the  thirty-eighth    and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not  ex-  Capital, 
ceed  the  sum  of  three   hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  said  feai  estate 
company  may  hold  such  real  estate  as  may  be  necessary  and  ,?ioo,ooo. 
convenient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  value 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  No  shares  to 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  der^par! 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     Said  company,  with  the  consent  of  the  select-  May  open  the 
men  of  the  towns  of  Medford  and  West  Cambridge,  respect-  |[p^s°  &c.^^ 
ively,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  open  the  ground  in 
any  part  of  the   streets,  lanes  and  highways,  in  said  towns, 
for  the  purpose  of  sinking  and  repairing  such  pipes    and 
conductors,  as  it  may  be  necessary  to   sink,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid ;  and  the  said  company,  after  opening  the  ground 
in  said  streets,  lanes  and  highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the 
same  again  in  repair,  under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted 
for  a  nuisance  :  provided,  however,  that  said  selectmen,  for  Provided,  &c. 
the  time  being,  shall  at  all  times  have  the  power,  in  their 
respective  towns,  to   regulate,  restrict  and  control,  the  acts 
and  doings  of  said  company,  which  may  in  any  manner  affect 
the  health,  safety,  or  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
towns. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital    Stock  of  the    Salisbury  Manufacturing  Chap,  204 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Salisbury  Manufacturing  Company  is  here-  Additional 
by  authorized  to  increase  its  capital  stock,  by  an  amount  ^^p^'^^- 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  invest 
such  increase,  in  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and  Hold  real  and 
convenient  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  said  corpo- p"^"'^^^ ''®^'^*'' 
ration :  provided,  however,  that  no   shares  in  the   capital  Proviso, 
stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum 
or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 
of  the  shares  which  have  been  already  issued. 
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Doings  con-         Sect.  2.     The  doiiigs  of  the  directors  and  corporation, 

""^  ■  in  issuing  stock  from  time  to   time  heretofore,  are  hereby 

ratified  and  confirmed.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 

31,  1854.] 

Chap.  905  An  Act  in  addition    to  An    Act   to  incorporate  the  Cambridge  Railroad 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

May  remove  Sect.  1.  That  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  one 
year  from  the  opening  for  use,  of  the  tracks  of  said  rail- 
road, in  any  street  in  which  the  same  may  be  located,  as 
provided  by  its  charter,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
cities  of  Boston  and  Cambridge  respectively,  may,  by  vote 
of  the  major  part  thereof,  determine  as  to  so  much  of  said 
track  as  is  located  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
cities,  that  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  be  discontinued, 
and  thereupon  the  location  shall  be  deemed  to  be  revoked, 
and  the  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall  forthwith  be  taken  up 
and  removed,  in  conformity  with  such  vote,  or  order  of  said 

Proviso.  mayor  and  aldermen :  provided,  that   such  taking  up  and 

removal  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  said  railroad  company. 

Fare.  Sect.  2.     The  ratcs  of  fare  upon  the  said  railroad,  be- 

tween any  two  points  in  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  never 
exceed  five  cents  for  each  passenger,  unless  with  the  assent 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city. 

Notice  to  abut-  Sect.  3.  Noticc  to  abuttors  on  streets  in  which  it  may 
be  proposed  to  lay  the  tracks  of  said  corporation,  shall  be 
given,  by  the  publication,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Cambridge,  of  an  order 
of  notice  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  respective 
cities,  fourteen  days  at  least,  prior  to  'the  location  of  any 
such  tracks. 

Cities  may  pur-  Sect.  4.  Either  of  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Cambridge, 
if  it  so  elect,  may  purchase,  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  mentioned  in  the  7th  section  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  addition,  that  part  of  the  corporate  prop- 
erty of  this  company  which  relates  or  lies  within  its  own 
limits,  paying  therefor  a  proportional  sum,  to  be  ascertained 
by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  judicial 
court. 

Act  void,  un-  SECT.  5.  This  act  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  city  council  of  the  cities 


tors. 


chase,  &c. 


less,  &c. 
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of  Boston  and  Cambridge  respectively,  within  one  year  from 
the  date  hereof. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 

An  Act  relating  to  Contracts  for  Public  Works.  Chap.  *206 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

All  contracts  to  be  made  hereafter  by  county  commission-  Certain  con- 
ers,  for  public  "works,  within  their  respective  counties  in  in  ^,^*itiSg^.  ^ 
this  Commonwealth,  shall,  if  exceeding  three  hundred  dol- 
lars in  amount,  be  made  in  writing,  after  due  notice  for  pro- 
posals therefor  shall  have  been  issued  and  published,  at 
least  three  times,  in  some  newspaper  published  in  the  coun- 
ty or  town,  which  may  be  interested  therein.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  31, 1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  West  Cambridge    Gas   Light  Company.       Chap.  207 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     John  Schouler,  John  Field,  Nathan  Bobbins,  Corporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpo- 
ration, by  the  name   of  the  West   Cambridge   Gas   Light 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  selling  gas  in  the  Purpose, 
town  of  West  Cambridge ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi-  Powers.duties, 
leges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabili-  '^' 
ties,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  such  real  and  per-  Hold  real  and 
sonal  estate,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient,  for  the'^"^"'^'^  ^^^^ 
purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company,  JJ'o  s^^i-es  to 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  par. 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value   of  the   shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  se-  May  ope'J_^*^« 
lectmen  of  the  town  of  West  Cambridge,  shall  have  power  pipes,  &c. 
and  authority  to  open  the  ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets, 
lanes  and  highways,  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sink- 
ing and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors,  as  it  may  be 
18 
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necessary  to  sink,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said 
corporation,  after  opening  the  ground  in  said  streets,  lanes 
and  highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  again  in  repair, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance :  fro- 
Proviso.  vided,  hoiuever,  that  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall, 

at  all  times,  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict,  and  con- 
trol the  acts  and  doings  of  said  corporation,  which  may,  in 
any  manner,  affect  the  health,  safety  and  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 


Chap.  208  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Trustees  of  the  Union  Street   Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Springfield,  to  sell  Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Trustees  may       The  trustccs  of  the  Uniou  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
sell  real  estate.  -^^  Springfield,  or  their  successors  in  office,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  sell,  and  convey  by  deed,  any  real  estate  which 
they  may  hold  in  trust,  conveyed  to  said  church  by  deed  of 
John  W.   Hardy,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  in  the 
Proviso.  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five :  provided,  that  the 

whole  amount  received  from  such  sale  be  appropriated,  or 
held  and  managed  by  said  trustees,  and  their  successors  in 
office,  in  and  upon  the  same  trusts,  and  for  the  purposes 
specified  in  said  deed.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
31,  1854.] 

Chap.  209  An  Act  in  addition    to    "An    Act    to    incorporate    the    Merchants'    and 
Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Represetita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Guaranteecap-  Sect.  1.  The  Said  Merchants'  and  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire 
^^^^'  Insurance   Company,  established  at  Worcester,  may  open 

books  of  subscription,  for  a  guarantee  capital  of  fifty  thou- 
May  increase  saud  dollars,  with  Icavc  to  increase  the  same  to  the  sum  of 
capital.  ^^^  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  in  within 

three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  whenever  said 

sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid 
Policies,  when  in.  Said  Corporation  may  insure  and  issue  policies,  otherwise 
issued.  ihdiU  upon  the  mutual  principle.      Said  guarantee  capital 

shall  be  divided  into  shares  by  said  corporation,  and  shall 
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be  entitled  to  receive  a  semi-annual  dividend,  not  exceeding  Dividends. 
four  per  centum ;  and  said  corporation  may  invest  its  funds 
in  any  manner  insurance  companies  or  savings  banks  are  or 
may  be,  by  law,  authorized  to  do. 

Sect.  2,  At  the  annual  meeting  next  after  the  time  of  Surplus  profits, 
issuing  policies  upon  the  stock  principle,  and  at  each  suc- 
ceeding annual  meeting,  said  corporation  may  cause  an 
examination  and  estimate  to  be  made  of  any  surplus  or 
profits  accruing  and  remaining  from  the  receipts  or  income 
of  business  done  upon  the  stock  principle ;  and  if,  after 
providing  for  all  outstanding  risks,  losses,  interest  on  guar- 
antee capital,  incidental  expenses,  and  other  liabilities, 
chargeable  to  that  portion  of  the  business  done  upon  the 
stock  principle,  there  shall  remain  any  surplus  or  profits, 
the  same  may  be  set  aside,  as  a  reserve  fund,  to  be  applied 
to  the  redemption  of  the  guarantee  capital.  And  whenever.  How  applied, 
after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  commencement 
of  business  on  the  stock  principle,  there  shall  be  suSicient 
amount  of  reserved  fund  to  redeem  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
said  guarantee  capital,  and  the  corporation  shall  vote  to 
redeem  it,  the  same  shall  be  redeemed,  provided,  however,  Proviso, 
that  it  shall  not  be  so  redeemed  in  less  amounts,  at  one 
time,  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  capital  existing  at 
the  time  of  such  redemption.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  31,  1854] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Peterborough  and  Shirley  Railroad  Company.  QJiQp^  210 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Peterborough  and  Shirley  Railroad  Com- May  purchase 
pany  in  Massachusetts,  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  and  ^'^°'^''" 
hold  stock  in  the  Peterborough  and  Shirley  Railroad  Com- 
pany, a  corporation  established  by  the  laws  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  to  purchase  and  hold  bonds  and  debts  against 
said  company :  provided,  the  whole  amount  to  bo  paid  for  Proviso. 
such  stock,  bonds  and  debts,  shall  not  exceed  aeventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  Peterborough  and  Shirley  Railroad  May  take  lease. 
Company  in  Massachusetts,  are  hereby  authorized  to  take  a 
lease  of  said  Peterborough  and  Shirley  Railroad  Company    • 
in  New  Hampshire. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  not  take  effect  unless  the  same  Not  to  take  ef- 
shall  be  accepted  by  the  stockholders  of  said  company,  at  a 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
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uary  next,  and  no  purchase  of  stock,  bonds,  or  debts,  shall 
be  made,  and  no  lease  taken,  as  provided  in  this  act,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  authorized  by  the  stockholders  of  said 
Peterborough  and  Shirley  Railroad  Company  in  Massachu- 
setts, at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  [App7'oved  by 
the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 

Chap.  211  An  Act  io  incorporate  the  Woburn  Gas  Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Abijah  Thompson,  Charles  Choate,  Albert  H. 
Nelson,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Woburn  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  making  and  selling  gas,  in  the  town 
Powers, duties,  of  Wobum ;  with  all  the  privileges  and  powers,  and  subject 
^'^'  to  all  the   duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in 

the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 
Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  such  real  and  per- 
personai  estate  gQ^j^j  estate  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
der  par!    "'^'    sliall  be  issucd  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued. 
May  open  the      Sect.  4.     Said  Corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  se- 
pipes°*&S?^      lectmen  of  the  town  of  Woburn,   shall  have  power  and 
authority  to   open  the  ground,  in  any  part  of  the  streets, 
lanes  and  highways,  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking 
and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sajj^  to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and  the  said  com- 
pany, after  opening  the  ground  in  said  streets,  lanes  and 
highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the   same  again  in  repair, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance :  pro- 
Proviso.  vided,  however,  that  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall 

at  all  times  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control 
the  acts  and  doings  of  said  company,  which  may,  in  any 
manner,  affect  the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the  in- 
habitants of  said  town. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Greenfield  Gas  Light  Company.  Ch(W.  212 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, iji  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.      Franklin   Ripley,    Wendell   T.    Davis,    Eufus  Corporators. 
H6wland,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name   of   the   Greenfield  Gas  Light 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  gas, 
in  the  towns  of  Deerfield  and  Greenfield;  with  all  the  pow-  Powers,  piivi- 
ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  ^®s®^'  ^'^' 
and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2,     Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore- Real  estate, 
said,  hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty  thou-  fl^^^i^ ' 
sand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  goo.ooo. 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  se-  May  open  the 
lectmen  of  the  towns  of   Deerfield  and   Greenfield,   shall  ^[peJ^'&j!'^ 
have  the  power  and  authority  to  open  the  ground,  in  any 
part  of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways,  in  said  towns,  for 
the  purpose  of  sinking  and  repairing  such  pipes  and  con- 
ductors as  it  may  be  necessary  to  sink,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid;    and   the    said   corporation,    after   opening   the 
ground,  in  such  streets,  lanes  and  highways,  shall  be  held  to 
put  the  same  again  into  repair,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
prosecuted  for  a  nuisance  :  provided,  however,  that  the  said  Proviso, 
selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall,  at  all  times,  have  the 
power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control,  the  acts  and  doings 
of  the   said  corporation,  which  may,  in  any  manner,  affect 
the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  • 

towns. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of   said  cor- No  shares  to 
poration  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  der^pl'i^^  ""' 
actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  first  be  issued.      ^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  31,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Housatonic  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Chcti).  213 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  members  of  the  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Corporations 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  established  in  Stockbridge, 
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and  the  members  of  the  Great  Barrington  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  established  at  Great  Barrington,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Housatonic 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  Stockbridge ;  for  the 
purpose  of  insuring  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings, 
and  personal  property,  against  loss  by  fire ;  with  all  the 

Powers,  piivi-  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 

leges,  &c.  ^-gg  ^^^  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  for- 
ty-fourth chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  sub- 
sequent acts  relating  to  mutual  fire  insurance   companies : 

Proviso.  provided,  however,  that  said  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Mu- 

tual Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  said  Great  Barrington 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  shall,  respectively,  continue 
to  exist,  as  corporations,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
the  passage  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose   of  closing  their 

Not  to  impair  aflfairs :  and  provided,  also,  that  this  act  shall  not  affect  the 

legal  rights.     Iq„qI  rights  of  any  person. 

When  to  take       Sect.  2.     TMs  act  shall  not  take  effect,  until  it  shall  be 

*  ^*'*"  accepted  by  the  members  of  said  corporations,  respectively, 

at  meetings  called  for  that  purpose.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  31,  1854.] 

Chap.  214  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Russell  Mills. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.      Nathaniel   Russell,   Andrew   L.    Russell,   Le 
Baron  Russell,  their  associates  and   successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Russell  Mills,  for 
Purpose.  the  purpose   of  manufacturing  cotton,  woollen,  linen  and 

other  goods,  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  and  county  of  Ply- 
Powers,  liabiii- mouth ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
ties,  &c.  ^\\  -j^jjg  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the 

thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     The  Said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur- 
fapUai!^ '        poses  aforesaid,  real  estate  not  exceeding,  in  value,  one 
;g300,o6o.         hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital 
stock  of  said  corporation,  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 
No_  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  cor- 
de/p^ar!  ^^'    poratiou,  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be 
actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value   of  the   shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 
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Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appj-oved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Salary  of  the  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Chaj).  215 

the  County  of  Worcester. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, iyi  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  in  the  county  Salary  fixed. 
of  Worcester,  shall  receive,  for  his  services  as  assistant 
clerk  of  said  courts,  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  to  be  paid  to  him,  in  equal  quarter  yearly  payments, 
from  the  treasury  of  said  county. 

Sect.  2.     So  much  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  Jnconsis^tent^ 
chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  of  the  two  hundredth  chapter  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  as  is 
inconsistent  with  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  SI,  1S54:,'\ 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal    School  of  the  Diocese  Chcip.  216 
of  Massachusetts,  for  Orphan  Boys. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seiiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.  Manton  Eastburn,  Asa  Eaton,  William  I.  Smith-  Corporators. 
ett,  Charles  Mason,  William  R.  Lawrence,  George  M.  Dex- 
ter, George  W.  Beck,  and  their  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
School  of  the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts  for  Orphan  Boys, 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  to  orphan  boys  and  others,  a  Purpose, 
thorough  English  education,  with  all  the  powers  and  priv- 
ileges, and  subject  to  all  the  liabilities,  restrictions  and  re- 
quirements, set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  take  and  hold  real  Hold  real  and 
and  personal  estate,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  p^''^°'^*  es  a  e 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 
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Chap.  217  An  Act  to  extend   Sargent's  Wharf,  in  Gloucester. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Wharf  extend-      Georg-e  H.  Rogers,  proprietor  of  a  wharf  known  as  "  Sar- 
gent's Wharf,"  in  the  harbor  of  the  town  of  Gloucester,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  extend  and  maintain  said  wharf,  in  its 
present  width,  eighty  feet  into  the  harbor,  in  the  direction 
Right  of  wharf-  it  now  ruus,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the 
^^^-  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dock- 

Proviso,  age   therefor:  provided,  that  this    grant  shall   in   nowise 

impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person.     {^Approved  hy  the 
Governor,  Maixh  31,  1854.] 

Chap.  218  An  Act  authorizing  the  Boston  Wharf  Company  to  construct  their  Wharf 

to  the  Commissioners'  Line. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

May  extend  Sect.  1.     The  Boston  Wharf  Company  is  hereby  autho- 

wharf.  rized  to  extend  and  maintain  its  wharf  in  that  part  of  Bos- 

ton called  South  Boston,  to  the  commissioners'  line,  of  solid 
filling,  established  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  concerning 
the   Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed  May  25,   1853,  and   shall 
Rightofwharf-  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the   end  and  sides  of  said 
^s^-  wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided. 

Proviso.  however,  that  this  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 

any  flats  or  land  lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of  any  other  per- 
sons, or  which  would  be  comprehended  by  the  true  lines  of 
such  flats  continued  to  the  said  commissioners'  line :  and 
Provided,  also,  provided,  also,  that  this  grant  shall  not  impair  the  legal 
rights  of  any  person  or  corporation  whatever :  and  provid- 
ed, also,  that  the  said  wharf  shall  be  bounded  on  Fore  Point 
Channel  by  the  commissioners'  line,  established  by  an  act 
entitled  "An  Act  concerning  the  Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 
To  conform  to  Sect.  2.  The  Boston  Wharf  Company,  in  making  the 
pan,  c-o.  extensions  and  improvements  authorized  by  this  act,  shall 
conform  to  any  plan  which  may  be  adopted  by  commission- 
ers appointed  under  the  authority  of  the  present  legisla- 
ture, for  the  improvement  of  the  South  Boston  flats  on  the 
east  side  of  Fore  Point  Channel. 
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Sect.  3.     The  city  of  Boston  shall  have  the  ri^ht  to  lay  Right  of  city  to 
out  such  streets,  with  sewers  under  the  same,  as  public  con-  ^^  °" 
venience  and  necessity  may  require,  on  the  territory,  over 
which  the  Boston  Wharf  Company  is  hereby  authorized  to 
construct   their   wharf:   provided,    hoivevei',  that   all    such  Proviso, 
streets  shall  be  laid  out  within  one  year  from  the  passage 
of  this  act. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  not  authorize  said  company  to  Privileges  iim- 
hold  any  flats,  whicli  shall  not  be  embraced  between  the 
true  lines  of  its  estate,  legally  extended,  nor  to  iaterfere 
with,  nor  to  take  compensation  for  any  easement,  which  the 
legislature  have  already  granted  to  any  railroad,  or  other 
corporation,  in  or  over  said  flats. 

Sect.  5.  The  Boston  Wharf  Company  shall  pay  their  Company  ^to 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  making  the  excavations,  set  of'expense. 
forth  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-fourth 
chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty; 
said  proportion  to  be  assessed  by  the  commissioner  appoint- 
ed under  said  act.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  4, 
1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerning  the  Transit  of  Alien  Passengers.  CllClp.  219 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, ill  General  Coiirt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  act  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three.  Act  amended. 
chapter  three  hundred  and  sixty,  is  so  far  amended,  as  that 
if  any  alien  passenger,  on  whose  account  the  commutation 
money  has  been  refunded  or  bonds  cancelled,  shall,  within 
five  years  from  the  date  thereof  return  into  this  State  and 
become  a  public  charge,  then  the  party  who  originally  paid 
the  commutation  money  or  gave  the  bond,  shall  become  re- 
sponsible for  and  pay  the  cost  of  the  support  of  such  alien, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  bond  had  been  taken  and  not 
cancelled.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Aprils,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Rutland  Academy.  Chcip.  220 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     B.  H.  Tripp,  D.  Bartlett,  A.  H.  Temple,  their  Corporators, 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
by  the  name  of  the  Rutland  Academy,  to  be  established  in 
the  town  of  Rutland,  in  the  county  of  Worcester  ,•  with  all 
19 
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Powers.duties,  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
520,000  real  Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 
estate"''°°^  estate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
exclusive  of  books  and  apparatus,  to  be  devoted  solely  to 
the  purposes  of  education.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  4:,  1854.] 


Chap.  221  -^^  -^^^  to  incorporate  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Fire 

Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Daniel  C.  Baker,  Stephen  Oliver,  Jr.,  F.  S. 
Newhall,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufac- 
turers' Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  the  city  of  Lynn, 

Duration.  for  the  tcrm  of  twenty-eight  years,  for  the  purpose  of  insur- 
ing buildings  and  personal  property  against  loss  or  damage 

Powers,  privi-  by  fire  ]  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 

eges,  -c.  ^ii  ^^^  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  in  all  subsequent  acts  relating  to  mutual  fire 
insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  4,  1854.] 


Chap.  222  An  Act  relating  to  Day's  Academy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assetnbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  foUoivs  : 

Number  of  The  number  of  the  trustees  of  Day's  Academy,  in  Wren- 

duced.  tham,  m  the  county  of  Norfolk,  may  be  reduced  to  fifteen, 

eight  of  whom  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum  for 
doing  business,  but  a  less  number  may,  from  time  to  time, 
adjourn,  until  a  quorum  can  be  constituted ;  anything  con- 
tained in  the  act  incorporating  said  academy,  approved  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  4,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to    incorporate    the    Ladies'    Benevolent    Society,  of  the    First  Qj^ciy)^  223 

Religious  Society  of  Newburyport.  -^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.      Margaret   H.    Andrews,     Sarah   J.    Johnson,  Corporators. 
Elizabeth  S.  Nojes,  their  associates   and  successors,   are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Ladies' 
Benevolent  Society  of  the  First  Religious  Society,  in  New- 
buryport, for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the   wants  of  Purpose, 
sick  and  destitute  persons  of  said  religious  society ;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  Powers,  privi- 
liabilities    and    restrictions,   set   forth    in  tlie    forty -fourth  ^*^°^^'  ^''^ 
chapter  of   the    Revised   Statutes ;    and  for   the    purpose 
aforesaid,  may  take  and  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  an  ,510,000  real 
amount  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars.  estafe!"^^""*^ 

Sect.  2.     All  the  officers  of  the  said  society,  except  the  officers. 
treasurer,  may  be  married  women ;  the  treasurer,  if  a  female, 
shall  be  unmarried. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      ^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  4,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  Town  of  Methuen,  and  annex  the  same  to  Chcip.  224 

the  City  of  Lawrence. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     So  much  of  the  town  of  Methuen,  in  the  county  Boundaries. 
of   Essex,   as  lies  within   the   following  described    limits, 
namely :     Beginning  at  the   point  of   intersection  of    the 
Londonderry  Turnpike,  (so  called,)  and  the  northerly  line 
of  the  city  of  Lawrence,  near  the  house  of  Abiel  Stevens ; 
thence  running  north  sixty-one  degrees  east,  to  the  easterly 
line  of  school  district  number  four,  in  said  Methuen ;  thence 
running  south,  seventy-nine  degrees  east,  in  a  straight  line, 
crossing  the  road  north  of  the  house  of  Isaac  B.  Cobb,  to 
the  Merrimack  River ;  thence  running  by  said  river,  to  the 
north-easterly  line  of  said  Lawrence ;  thence  following  the 
northerly  and  easterly  line  of  said  Lawrence,  to  the  point 
lirst  begun  at,  with  all  the  inhabitants  and  estates  thereon,  setoff  to  city 
is  hereby  set  off  from  the  town  of  Methuen,  and  annexed  to  °^  Lawrence, 
the  city  of  Lawrence :  provided,  hoivever,  that  for  the  pur-  Proviso, 
pose  of  electing  representatives  to  the  general  court,  to 
which  the  said  town  of  Methuen  is  entitled,  until  the  next 
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Concerning 
taxes. 


Support  of 
paupers. 


List  of  voters 
to  be  furnished 
to  Methuen. 


School  dis- 
tricts. 


decennial  census  shall  be  taken,  in  pursuance  of  the  thir- 
teenth Article  of  Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  the  said 
territory  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be  a  part  of  the  town 
of  Methuen,  and  the  inhabitants  resident  therein  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  such  representatives,  and 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  representative  in  the  town 
of  Methuen,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been 
passed. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  inhabitants  and  estates  so  set  off, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  taxes  that  have  been  legally 
assessed  on  them  by  the  town  of  Methuen,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed.  And  until  the 
next  general  valuation  of  estates  in  this  Commonwealth,  the 
city  of  Lawrence  shall  annually  pay  over  to  the  said  town 
of  Methuen,  the  proportion  of  any  state  or  county  tax 
which  the  said  town  of  Methuen  may  have  to  pay,  upon  the 
inhabitants  or  estates  hereby  set  off. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  persons  who  have,  heretofore,  gained  a 
legal  settlement  in  the  town  of  Methuen,  by  reason  of  resi- 
dence on  the  territory  set  off  as  aforesaid,  or  by  having 
been  proprietors  thereof,  or  who  may  derive  such  settlement 
from  any  such  resident  or  proprietor,  shall  stand  in  need  of 
relief  or  support  as  paupers,  they  shall  be  relieved  and  sup- 
ported by  the  said  city  of  Lawrence,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  they  had  gained  a  legal  settlement  in  that  town. 

Sect.  4.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Law- 
rence shall,  annually,  fourteen  days,  at  least,  before  the 
second  Monday  of  November,  furnish  to  the  selectmen  of 
Methuen  a  correct  list,  so  far  as  may  be  ascertained  from 
the  records  of  the  city  of  Lawrence,  or  any  of  its  officers, 
of  all  persons  resident  on  the  territory  hereby  set  off,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  representatives,  as  aforesaid,  in 
Methuen. 

Sect.  5,  The  said  town  of  Methuen  is  hereby  authorized 
to  change  the  line  of  any  school  district,  if  they  shall  deem 
it  expedient,  by  reason  of  the  change  of  line  in  said  town 
hereby  made. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  ^  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  4, 1854.] 
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An  Act  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  and  annex  the  sarae  Chcif).  225 
to  the  Town  of  Somerset. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled;  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  So  much  of  the  town  of  Dighton,  in  the  county  Boundaries, 
of  Bristol,  as  lies  within  the  following  described  limits, 
namely :  Beginning  at  a  point,  in  the  line  between  Somerset 
and  Dighton,  one  hundred  and  three  rods  easterly  of  the 
stone  monument  at  the  westerly  shore  of  Broad  Cove,  so 
called ;  thence  running  northerly,  at  a  right  angle  with  said 
line,  thirteen  rods ;  thence  easterly,  parallel  with  the  said 
line  between  Somerset  and  Dighton,  thirteen  rods ;  thence 
southerly,  at  a  right  angle  with  the  last  mentioned  course, 
to  the  said  line  between  Somerset  and  Dighton ;  thence  fol- 
lowing the  said  line  between  Somerset  and  Dighton,  to  the 
point  first  begun  at,  is  hereby  set  ofl'  from  the  town  of  Annexed  to 
Dighton  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Somerset.  Somerset. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  4,  1854.] 


An  Act  authorizing  a  Loan  of  the  State  Credit  to  enable  the  Troy  and  Chap.  226 
Greenfield  Railroad  Company  to  construct  the  Hoosac  Tunnel. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  is  hereby  Scrip  to  be  is- 
authorized  and  instructed  to  issue   scrip,  or  certificates  of  oftheSmmon- 
debt,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the   Commonwealth,  and  wealth,  to  the 
under  his  signature  and  the  seal  of  the   Commonwealth,  for  g^oooiolf, 
the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  which  may  be  expressed  redeemable  in 
in  the  currency  of  Great  Britain,  and  may  be  payable  to  *^^'^*^  ^^^"" 
the  bearer  thereof  in  London,  and  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payalDle  semi-annually  in  London, 
on  the  first  days  of  April  and  October ;  or  the  said  scrip 
may  be  issued  in  federal  currency,  payable  in  Boston,  as  the 
directors  of  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company  shall 
elect  when  they  apply  for  each  and  every  issue  of  said  scrip, 
with  warrants  for  the  interest  attached  thereto,  signed  by 
the  treasurer ;  which  scrip  or  certificates,  in  the  currency  of 
Great  Britain,  shall  be  redeemable  in  London,  and  those  in 
the  federal  currency,  at  Boston,  at  the  end  of  thirty  years 
from  the  date  thereof,  and  the  same  shall  bear  date  on  the 
first  day  of  April  or  October  which  shall  precede  the  issue 
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Countersigned  of  each  portion  of  Said  scrip ;  and  all  such  scrip  shall  be 
y  governor,  countcrsigned  by  the  governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
be  deemed  a  pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Common- 
wealth, for  the  redemption  thereof;  and  the  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth,  under  the  conditions  herein-after  pro- 
vided, shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Troy 
Purpose.  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Compan}-,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  said  company  to  construct  a  tunnel  and  railroad 
under  and  through  the  Hoosac  Mountain,  in  some  place 
between  the  "  Great  Bend  "  in  Decrfield  River,  in  the  town 
of  Florida,  at  the  base  of  Hoosac  Mountain  on  the  east,  and 
the  base  of  the  western  side  of  the  mountain,  near  the  east 
end  of  the  village  of  North  Adams,  on  the  west. 
To  be  delivered  Sect.  2.  Whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
corpoTation  o"n  Satisfaction  of  the  governor  and  council,  that  the  Troy  and 
condition.  Greenfield  Railroad  Company  shall  have  obtained  subscrip- 
tions to  their  corporate  stock,  in  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  twenty  per  cent,  on  each  and  every 
share  of  said  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been 
actually  paid  in,  and  shall  have  completed  seven  miles  of 
their  said  railroad,  in  one  or  two  sections,  and  one  thou- 
sand lineal  feet  of  their  said  tunnel  under  the  Hoosac,  in 
one  or  more  sections,  of  size  sufficient  for  one  or  more 
railroad  tracks,  a  portion  of  said  scrip,  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
treasurer  of  said  company ;  and  when  said  company  shall 
have  completed,  in  one  or  two  sections,  ten  miles  of  their 
said  railroad,  and  two  thousand  lineal  feet  of  their  said 
tunnel,  in  one  or  more  sections,  another  portion  of  said 
scrip,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  said  company ;  and  when 
said  company  shall  have  completed  fifteen  miles  of  their 
said  railroad,  in  one  or  two  sections,  and  three  thousand 
lineal  feet  of  their  said  tunnel,  in  one  or  more  sections, 
another  portion  of  said  scrip,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  said 
company;  and  when  said  company  shall  have  completed 
twenty  miles  of  their  said  railroad,  in  one  or  two  sections, 
and  four  thousand  lineal  feet  of  their  said  tunnel,  in  one  or 
more  sections,  another  portion  of  said  scrip,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
treasurer  of  said  company ;  and  when  said  company  shall 
have  completed  twenty-five  miles  of  their  said  railroad,  in 
one  or  two  sections,  and  five  thousand  lineal  feet  of  their 
said  tunnel,  in  one  or  more  sections,  another  portion  of  said 
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scrip,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  said  company ;  and  when  said 
company  shall  have  completed  thirty  miles  of  their  saW 
railroad,  in  one  or  two  sections,  and  six  thousand  lineal  feet 
of  their  said  tunnel,  in  one  or  more  sections,  another  por- 
tion of  said  scrip,  amounting-  to  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, shall  be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  said  company ; 
and  when  said  company  shall  have  completed  thirty-two 
miles  of  their  said  railroad,  in  one  or  two  sections,  including 
all  their  line  to  be  constructed  east  of  the  town  of  Florida, 
and  seven  thousand  lineal  feet  of  their  said  tunnel,  in  one 
or  more  sections,  another  portion  of  said  scrip,  amounting 
to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 

.  treasurer  of  said  company ;  and  for  each  additional  portion 
or  portions  of  said  tunnel,  of  fifteen  hundred  lineal  feet,  in 
one  or  more  sections,  completed  by  said  company,  another 
portion  of  said  scrip,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  said  company ; 
subject,  however,  to  this  proviso,  that  the  last  two  hundred 

■  thousand  dollars  of  said  scrip  shall  be  reserved  until  said 
company,  their  successors  or  their  representatives,  have 
opened  said  railroad  for  use  through  the  Hoosac,  and  laid 
a  continuous  railroad  from  Greenfield  to  the  line  of  the 
State  in  Williamstown,  wheii  the  same  shall  be  delivered : 
provided,  that  prior  to  the  second  delivery  of  scrip  to  Proviso, 
the  treasurer  of  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  corpora- 
tion, according  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,  evidence 
shall  be  furnished,  satisfactory  to  the  governor  and  council, 
that  a  sum,  equal  to  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the 
scrip  then  applied  for,  shall  have  been  actually  paid  to  the 
treasurer  of  said  corporation,  in  cash,  by  the  stockholders 
-thereof,  in  addition  to  the  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  to  be  paid  prior  to  the  delivery  of  any  scrip.  And 
that  on  each  application  for  scrip,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section,  and  prior  to  the  delivery  thereof, 
satisfactory  evidence  shall  be  furnished  to  the  governor  and 
council,  that  a  sum,  equal  to  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  amount 
of  scrip  then  applied  for,  has  been  actually  paid  to  the 
treasurer  of  said  corporation,  until  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  subscribed  for  have  been  paid  by  the  stockholders. 
And  no  scrip  shall  be  delivered  till  satisfactory  evidence  of 
such  payment  is,  from  time  to  time,  furnished  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  council. 

Sect.  3.     "Whenever  the  treasurer  of  said  company  shall  Amounts  paid 
receive  any  of  said  scrip,  he  shall,  within  three  months  from  ^°^^^  ^"^^  "° 
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the  receipt  of  the  same,  pay  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund,  by  this  act  hereafter  established,  ten  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  scrip  so  taken,  as  a  sinking  fund ;  after 
the  whole  of  said  road  is  open  for  use,  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  annually,  shall  be  set  apart  from  the  income  of  said 
road  and  paid  to  said  commissioners,  and  the  whole  thereof 
shall  be  added  to  said  sinking  fund,  and  shall  be  managed, 
invested  and  appropriated,  as  is,  or  shall  be  provided  by 
law,  in  relation  thereto. 
Commissioners  Sect.  4.  The  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  au- 
ofsinkmgfund  ^1^^^  of  accounts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  treasurer 
of  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company  for  the  time 
being,  shall  be  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  of 
the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company.  The  said 
commissioners  shall  have  the  care  and  management  of  all 
the  moneys,  funds  and  securities  at  any  time  belonging  to 
said  sinking  fund,  and  shall  invest  the  same  ;  but  the  moneys 
not  invested,  and  all  the  securities  of  said  fund,  shall  be  in 
the  custody  of  the  treasurer  of  said  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  said  compa- 
Corporation  to  ny,  at  an  annual  meeting,  or  at  a  special  meeting  duly  noti- 
cured^to'^com-  ^^^  ^^r  that  purposc,  shall  have  assented  to  the  provisions 
ply  with  piovi-  thereof,  and  shall  have   executed  to  the   Commonwealth  a 
sions  0       IS  \^Qj^^^  jj^  g^^gjj  form  as  the  attorney-general  prescribed  on 
the  issuing  of  scrip  to  the  Western  Railroad  Corporation, 
conditioned,  that  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company 
shall  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  faith- 
fully expend  the  proceeds  of  said  scrip  as  herein  provided, , 
and  shall  indemnify  and  save  harmless,  the   Commonwealth, 
from  all  loss  or  inconvenience  on  account  of  said  scrip,  and 
that  said  company  shall  well  and  truly  pay  the  principal 
sum  of  said  scrip,  punctually  when  the   same  shall  become 
due  and  payable,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the   sinking  fund 
aforesaid  shall  be  insufficient  to  pay,  and  the  interest  there- 
on semi-annually,  as  the  same  shall  fall  due,  and  shall  also 
assign  to  the   Commonwealth,  by  suitable  instrument  or  in- 
struments, of  the  same  form  with  that  or  those  prepared  by 
the  attorney-general  on  the  issuing  of  scrip  to  the  Western 
Road,  &c.,  to   Railroad  Corporation,  the  entire  railroad,  with  its  income, 
^  ^  ^  °^  ■      and  all  the  franchise  and  property  to  them  belonging,  the 
whole  thereof  to  be  held  by  the  Commonwealth  ds  a  pledge 
or  mortgage  to  secure  the  performance  of  all  the  conditions 
Proviso.  of  said  bond:  provided,  however,  that  the  Commonwealth 

shall  not  take  possession  of  said  pledged  or  mortgaged 
property,  or  any  part  thereof,  under  or  by  virtue  of  said 
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mortgage,  unless  for  some  substantial  breach  of  some  con- 
dition of  said  bond. 

Sect.  6.     In  addition  to  the  security  provided  in  the  pre-  Additional 
ceding  section,  the  said  company  shall  assign  all  the  interest  ^^'^^^"'^^'• 
they  now  have,  or  may  hereafter  obtain,  in  the   Southern 
Vermont  Railroad  Company. 

Sect.  7.     The   Troy  and   Greenfield  Railroad   Company  Location  may 
are  authorized,  at  any  time  prior  to   the   execution  of  said  ^®  ^^^^sed. 
mortgage,  and  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
to  alter  the  present  location  of  their  road :  ^roiJZ(/ec?,  that  Proviso, 
the  tunnel  shall  be  located  and  constructed  within  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sect.  8.  The  time  for  completing  the  Troy  and  Green-  Time  for  corn- 
field Railroad  is  hereby  extended,  for  the  additional  termof^(j!^^°^^^*^^  " 
six  years. 

Sect.  9.  When  the  Commonwealth  shall  have  advanced  Two  directors 
to  said  company,  said  bonds  or  scrip  to  the  amount  of  five  thefegfsktur^e! 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  legislature  may  elect  two  direc- 
tors of  said  company,  who  shall  hold  office  for  the  same  time, 
be  elected  in  the  same  manner,  and  receive  compensation  to 
the  same  amount  as  the  State  directors  of  the  Western 
Railroad  Corporation,  but  neither  of  them,  while  holding 
such  office,  shall  serve  as  a  director  of  any  other  railroad 
company.     [Appj'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  5,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Woburn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.  Chap.  227 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Stephen  Dow,  J.  P.  Converse,  P.  D.  Converse,  corporators. 
Stephen  Nichols,  Jr.,  Abijah  Thompson,  Horace  Conn,  N. 
Wyman,   M.  F.  Winn,  F.  A.  Thompson,  Horace  Collamore, 
Thomas  Richardson,  their  associates  and    successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Woburn 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of 
Woburn ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  Privileges,  lia- 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  ^'^^**^^'  *°- 
thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth  relating  to  the  institutions  for 
savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive,  on  deposit,  sums  Deposits, 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3,     Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  Trustees  may 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis-  p^^  *°  mmors. 
20 
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cretion,  pay  to  such  depositor  siicli  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
Minor's  receipt  authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same;  and  the  check,  receipt, 
^^^^^'  or  acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 

was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 
was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made,  personally,  by 
said  minor. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854.] 


Chap.  228       An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Gcorgc  B.  Neal,  Thomas  J.  Stevens,  A.  Stone, 

Thomas  Greenleaf,  George  H.  Jacobs,  George  W.  Bartlett, 

James  Tuttle,  Charles  Thompson,  D.  D.  Taylor,  M.  B.  Sewall, 

Samuel  Rice,  Duncan  Bradford,  William  Fosdick,  Edward 

Pratt,  Warren  Sargent,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 

X    hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Charlestown 

Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of 

Charlestown ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject 

Duties,  liabiii-  to  all  the  dutics,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 

ties,  &c.  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other 

laws  of    this    Commonwealth   relating   to   institutions  for 

savings. 

Deposits.  Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive,  on  deposit,  sums 

as  small  as  five  cents. 
Trustees  may        Sect.  3.     Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any, 
pay  to  minors,  j^j^^qj.^  j^^^q  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
Minor's  receipt  authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same  ;  and  the  check,  receipt, 
^*^^*'  or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 

was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 
was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made,  personally,  by 
said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854,] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  Chap.  229 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Edward  M.  Robinson,  Gideon  Allen,  Benjamin  Corporators. 
T.  Ricketson,  their  associates  and   successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name   of   the   Pacific  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  purpose  of  making  maritime  loans,  and  in-  Purpose, 
surance  against  maritime  losses ;  and  for  that  purpose,  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  Duties,  liabm- 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-  ^   ' 
seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  an  act  concerning  mutual  insurance  companies,  passed 
May  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  all 
other  acts  in  relation  to  mutual  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.     No  person  effecting  insurance  with  the   said  Liability  of  in- 

s  i.ir  60.. 

company,  shall  be  liable,  in  any  court,  beyond  the  premium 
paid  by  him,  or  secured  to  be  paid.  [^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  7,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Musical  Education  Society.  CnCip.  260 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Samuel  J.  M.  Homer,  Oliver  Edwards,  William  corporators. 
F.  Goodwin,  their  associates    and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Musical  Education 
Society,  in  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  culti-  Purpose. 
vation  of  vocal  music ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  Powers, duties, 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  '^' 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  mav  hold  real  estate,  to  Real  estate, 

Sf50  000  ■ 

the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  personal  estate  to  personal', 
the  amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  for  S25,ooo. 
the  purposes  of  said  corporation.      {^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  7,  1854.] 
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Chap.  231  An  Act  to  secure  an  Alewive  Fishery  at  West  Sandwich. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemhledj  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Exclusive  Sect.  1.     Isaac  Keith,  of   Sandwich,  in  the   county  of 

hlrHn°s?^^^    Barnstable,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  have  the  exclusive 
right  to  take  and  catch  fish  in  the  stream  or  creek  known 
as  Scusset  River,  and  leading  into  the  mill  pond  in  West 
Sandwich,  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday,  in 
Proviso.  each  week,  and  at  no   other  time :  provided,  that  the  said 

Isaac  Keith,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  open  a  good  and  suf- 
ficient passage  way  around  the  dam  or  dams  erected  on  said 
stream,  to  enable  the  fish  to  go  into  said  mill  pond  to 
spawn,  and  maintain  and  keep  the  said  passage  ways  open 
and  unobstructed,  from  the  tenth  day  of  April  to  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  May,  inclusive,  in  each  year. 
Penalty  for  ta-  Sect.  2.  Any  pcrsou  or  persons  taking  fish  from  said 
ou°^c^nsenT^'  stream  or  pond,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  Isaac  Keith, 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and  every 
offence,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ;  one-half  of  the  forfeiture 
to  be  paid  to  the  person  making  the  complaint,  the  other 
half  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Isaac  Keith,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
to  be  recovered  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same. 
[^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854.] 

Chan.  232  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  in  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Edward  Edmuuds,  Rollin  H.  Neale,  B.  T. 
Loring,  John  B.  Thayer,  George  W.  Crockett,  Benjamin 
Bangs,  James  Lawrence,  William  Beals,  Nathaniel  Thayer, 
Tolman  Willey,  George  W.  Chipman,'  Charles  Hudson, 
Henry  Andrews,  Charles  C.  Barry,  George  W.  Warren, 
Geo.  Allen  Otis,  Wm.  P.  Mason,  Anson  Burlingame,  and 
Phineas  Stowe,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Five  Cents 
Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Boston;  with 

Duties,  liabiii-  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 

ties,  &c.  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chap- 

ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Deposits.  Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive,  on  deposit,  sums 

as  small  as  five  cents. 
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Sect.  3,     Whenever  any  deposit  sliall  be  made  by  any  Trustees  may 

„.T  ,.  J.     i^      •        ^•       pay  to  minors. 

minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis-  ^ 
cretion,  pay  to  such  depositor,  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  tio  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same;  and  the  check,  receipt  Mmor's receipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor   shall  be   as  valid  as  if  the  ^^ '  ' 
same  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  said  minor,  or  the  said 
minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made,  personally, 
by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the    South  Wilbrahara    Manufacturing  Company.  Chap.  233 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     William  Y.  Sessions,  Eleazer  Scripter,  Luther  Corporators. 
B.  Sage,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  South  Wilbraham  Manufac- 
turing Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  woollen 
goods,  and  goods  composed  of  wool  mixed  with  other  mate-, 
rials,  at  South  Wilbraham,  in  the  county  of  Hampden ;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  Powers,  prm- 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  ^^^^^' 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Hold  real  and 

,    '■  '       ,    n        n  V  -J    personal  estate 

estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  atoresaid,  "^ 
not  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  ^g°gg^^g''J^n/e° 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  par. 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854.] 

An  Act  to   authorize   the   East  Boston    Dry  Dock  Company  to  build  a  Chap.  234 
Marine  Railway. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  saine,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.      The   East  Boston   Dry  Dock    Company   are  Marine  rail- 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  construct  and  use  a 
marine  railway,  upon  the  land  bought  by  them  of  Samuel 
Hall,  at  East  Boston,  and  to  make  upon  said  land  such  other 
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structures  and  improvements  as  shall  be  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  the  business  of  docking  and  repairing  vessels. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854.] 


Chap.  '2^b       An  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of  Reading. 

Be  it  ejiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  A  lire  department  is  hereby  established  in  the 
town  of  Reading,  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities, 
and  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  set  forth  and  con- 
tained in  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  Fire  Depart- 
ments," passed  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7, 1854.] 


Chap.  236  An  Act  relating  to  the  Shelburne  Falls  Academy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Name  changed  Sect.  1.  The  corporate  name  of  the  Shelburne  Falls 
Academy  shall  be  changed,  and  the  said  corporation  shall 
hereafter  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  Lamson 
Classical  and  Scientific  Institute,  any  thing  in  the  act  incor- 
porating the  same  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 
Hold  real  and  Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 
personal  estate  ggl^a^^g  ^Q  rj^j^  a^^ount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854.] 


Chap.  237        An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  the  Farnsworth  House. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autJiority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Simon  Famsworth,  Asa  H.  Waters,  Simon 
Dudley,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Farns- 

Purpose.  worth  Housc,  in  the  town  of  Millbury ;  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  and  maintaining  in   said  town,  buildings  necessary 

Powers, duties,  and  convenient  for  a  public  house ;  with  all  the  powers  and 

*^*  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  re- 
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strictions,   set  forth  in   the   thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters   of  the  Revised  Statutes  :  provided,  hoiceve?',  that  Proviso, 
said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on  the  business  of  hotel- 
keeping,  or  be  interested  in  said  business. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  mav  purchase  and  hold  real  H°i'i  ^'^ai  and 

-,  1        J.   ±  /•"•!  1  T  •     personal  estate 

and  personal  estate  necessary  tor  its  use,  not  exceeding  m 
amount  thirty-thousand  dollars  :  and  provided,  also,  that  no 
shares  in  its  capital  stock  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less   sumNo  shares  to 
or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  der  par.^    ^^' 
of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  concerning  County  Debts,  Chap.  238 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  provisions  of  section  second  of  chapter  three  hun-  County  com- 
dredand  ten  of  the  Acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- SSeT  &c! 
three,  shall  not  restrict  county  commissioners  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  power  to  locate  and  construct  highways,  and 
to  contract  debts  or  liabilities  for  their  respective  counties 
for  such  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10, 
1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the   Lawrence  Paper  Company.  ChttD.  239 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.   1.     John  Wiley  Edmauds,  J.  Huntington  Wolcott,  Corporators. 
Charles  A.  Parker,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  here- 
by made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Lawrence  Paper 
Company,  for  the  purpose   of  manufacturing  paper  in  the 
city  of  Lawrence,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  Powers,duties, 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions   and  liabilities,   set^'''' 
forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not  capital  stock, 
exceed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  such  portion  of 
the  same  may  be  invested  in  real  estate  as  the  said  company 
shall  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  cor- No  shares  to 
poration,  shall  be  issued  for  a  less   sum  or  amount,  to  be  der  par!^  "°' 
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actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  10,  1854.] 


Chap.  240        An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Charlcs  L.  Putuam,  George  T.  Eice,  Ichabod 
Washburn,  George  W.  Richardson,  Clarendon  Harris,  E.  B. 
Stoddard,  Edward  Earle,  Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Edward  E. 
Hale,  Henry  Chapin,  Alvin  Waite,  Charles  L.  Knowlton, 
Harrison  Bliss,  Charles  Paine,  James  Green,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by 
the  name  of  tlie  Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  be 
established  in  the  city  of  Worcester;  with  all  the  powers 

Powers, duties,  and  privileges,  and   subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
■  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Re- 

vised Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Deposits.  Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit,  sums 

as  small  as  five  cents. 

Trustees   may      Sect.  3.     Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made,  by  any 

pay  to  minors.  j-,^JQQp^  ^]jq  trustccs  of  said  Corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor,  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 

Minor's  receipt  authorized  the  drawing  of  the   same;    and  the  check,  re- 

^*  *  ■  ceipt,  or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid,  as  if 

the  same  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the 
said  minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  per- 
sonally, by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854,] 

Chap.  241  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Millbury  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  Jonathan  A.  Pope,  Simon  Farnsworth,  Elias  Forbes,  Ben- 
jamin Flagg,  Thomas  H.  Wetherbee,  J.  E.  Bacon,  Simon 
Dudley,  Samuel  D.  Torrey,  Asa  H.  Waters,  J.  U.  Smith, 
David  Atwood,  C.  E.  Miles,  D,  B.  Sibley,  E.  W.  Goffe,  J.  H. 
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Bencliley,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Millbury  Savings  Bank, 
to  be  established  and  located  in  the  town  of  Millbury;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  Powers.duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chap-  ^''^' 
ter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  relating  to  institutions  for  savings.  [Ap- 
proved hy  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Milford  Gas  Light  Company.  CIlClj).  242 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     0.  Underwood,  Aaron  Claflin,  W.  A.  Hayward,  Corporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Milford  Gas   Light   Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  gas  works,  and  manufacturing  gas, 
in  the  town  of  Milford,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and 
supplying  said  town,  and  the  citizens  thereof,  with  the  same ; 
with  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  Powers.duties, 
duties,  liabilities   and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-  ^''^' 
eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  take  and  hold  such  real  Capital  stock, 
and  personal  estate  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  but  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  no  shares  in  its 
capital  stock  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to 
be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
first  issued. 

Sect.  3.     The  said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  M^y  open  the 
selectmen  of  the  said  town,  shall  have  power  and  authority  pip^J)  &c.^^ 
to  open  the  ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets,  lanes  and 
highways  of  the  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  and 
repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors,  as  it  may  be  necessary 
to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  corporation, 
after  opening  the  ground  in  such  streets,  lanes  and  high- 
ways, shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  again  in  repair,  under 
the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance  :  provided.  Provided,  &c. 
however,  that  the  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall, 
at  all  times,  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control, 
the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  corporation,  which  may,  in 
any  manner  afiect  the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854.] 
21 
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Chap.  243  -^'i  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England  Paper  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Co7irt  assembled,  and  by  the  autliority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Joliii  W.  BarbouP;  Ebcnezer  Rhoades,  James 
S.  Barbour,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  New  England  Paper 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  paper  hangings, 
in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Bristol ;  with 
Duties,  liabiii-  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
ties,  c-c.  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 

forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Heal  estate,         Sect.  2.     The  Said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purpose 
capital, '         aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
^100,000.        lars,  and  the  capital   stock  of  said  corporation   shall  not 

exceed  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

No  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 

der  pTn  "°"    ^io^^  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 

paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854.] 

Chop.  244  An  Act  authorizing  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Middlesex 
to  lay  out  a  Highway  and  construct  a  Bridge  over  Mystic  River,  in  the 
Towns  of  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,  in  said  County. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represejita- 
tives,  ill  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tJte  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Highway  and       Sect.  1.     The  county  commissioners  of   the  county  of 

bridjiG 

Middlesex  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  if  in  their 
opinion  the  public  necessity  and  convenience  require  it,  to 
lay  out  a  highway  and  construct  a  bridge  across  Mystic 
River,  in  the  towns  of  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,  in 
said  county,  at  some  place  to  be  determined  by  them,  be- 
tween Weare  Bridge,  so  called,  on  the  old  road  leading 
from  Medford  to  ,West  Cambridge,  and  the  aqueduct  by 
which  the  Middlesex  Canal  formerly  crossed  said  river. 
Said  commissioners,  in  laying  out  and  constructing  said 
road  and  bridge,  shall  in  all  respects  proceed  as  is  now 
provided  by  law  for  laying  out  and  constructing  highways. 
Whenfinished.  Sect.  2.  The  Said  Commissioners  shall  locate  said  high- 
way on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  shall  build 
and  finish  the  said  highway  and  bridge,  for  public  travel, 
within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 
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Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7'oved  by  the  Goverjior,  April  10,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  South  End  Savings  Bank,  in  Boston.        Gliap.  245 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  John  T.  Dingley,  William  Dall,  Joseph  P.  Pond,  Corporators. 
Stephen  Sargent,  Stephen  Childs,  Otis  Bullard,  James 
Molineux,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  South  End  Savings  Bank, 
to  be  established  and  located  south  of  the  Boylston  Market, 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  such  place  as  will  best  accommo- 
date that  part  of  Boston  called  the  South  End ;  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili-  Powers, duties, 
ties  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of 
Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth relating  to  institutions  for  savings.  [^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  10,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  confirm  the  Boundary  Line  between  Reading  and  Lynnfield.  Chap.  246 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  boundary  line  between  the  town  of  Read- Boundary  line 
iug,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  the  town  of  Lynnfield,  ^«'^^i'«^^^-  • 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  shall  be  confirmed  and  established 
as  follows :  Beginning  at  a  stone  monument  on  land  of 
Caleb  Wakefield,  at  the  point  where  the  towns  of  Reading, 
South  Reading  and  Lynnfield  meet ;  thence  northerly  in  a 
straight  line  to  a  stone  monument  by  the  swamp  at  a  point 
where  the  lands  of  Caleb  Wakefield,  Caleb  Green,  and  the 
heirs  of  Moses  Richardson  meet ;  thence  northerly  in  a 
straight  line  to  a  stone  monument  by  the  swamp  on  laod  of 
Jacob  Wiley ;  thence  north-easterly  in  a  straight  line  to  a 
stone  monument  by  the  swamp  on  land  of  John  Perkins ; 
thence  easterly  in  a  straight  line  to  a  stone  monument  near 
the  swamp  on  land  of  David  Taylor:  thence  northerly  in  a 
straight  line  through  Tophet  Swamp,  so  called,  to  a  stone 
monument  on  land  of  Israel  A.  Parsons,  at  a  point  where 
the  towns  of  Reading,  Lynnfield,  and  North  Reading  meet. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854,] 
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CllQ})'  247  An  Act  to  incorporate  the   Boston  Gas  Meter  Manufacturing  Company 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rej^resenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  GeorgG  DaiTacott,  James  Clark,  James  R.  Dar- 
racott,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Gas  Meter  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  gas 
meters,  burners,  and  other  gas  apparatus,  in  the  city  of 
Powers,duties,  Bostou ;  with  all  tlic  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the 
thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  RcTised 
Statutes. 
Real  estate,  Sect.  2.     The  said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur- 

Stai!'         poses  aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  value  of  thirty  thousand 
^100,000.         dollars,  and  the  -whole  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall 

not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to         Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
der^pTr!*^  "'^     shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the   shares  first  issued. 
[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854.] 


Chap,  248  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  People's  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  in  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Isaac  F.  Shepard,  Samuel  Greele,  John  P.  Big- 
elow,  Luther  Y.  Bell,  "W'^illiam  D.  Ticknor,  Benjamin  Seaver, 
John  S.  Sleeper,  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  Francis 
0.  Watts,  Cornelius  Driscoll,  George  R.  Sampson,  John  L. 
Dimmock,  W.  R.  Sumner,  J.  W.  Converse,  Henry  T.  Parker, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  People's  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Boston;  with  all  the  powers 
Powers, duties,  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
**'•  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of   the 

Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 
Deposits.  Sect.  2.      Said   corporation   shall   receive,   on    deposit, 

sums  as  small  as  five  cents. 
Trustees  may      Sect.  3.     "Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any 
pay  to  mmors.  j^-^q^,^  ^|jg  trustccs  of  Said  Corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
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him,  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 

for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 

authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same ;  and  the  check,  receipt,  Minor's  receipt 

or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 

was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 

was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made,  personally,  by  said 

minor. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  11,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  City  of  Roxbury.  Chap.  249 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1..  A  Police  Court  is  hereby  established  in  the  roiice  Court 
city  of  Roxbury,  to  consist  of  one  competent  and  discreet  ^^  ^ 
person,  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  exclusive  Jurisdiction, 
jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors,  com- 
mitted within  said  city  of  Roxbury,  whereof  justices  of  the 
peace  now  have  or  may  hereafter  have  ^furisdiction  ;  also  of 
all  suits  and  actions  which  may  now  or  at  any  time  here- 
after be  heard,  tried  and  determined  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  whenever  all  the  parties 
shall  reside  in  Roxbury,  and  service  of  the  writ  shall  be 
had  on  the  defendant  in  said  county ;  but  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  shall  not  be  affected  by  this  act. 
The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion, with  justices  of  the  peace  in  said  county  of  Norfolk, 
over  all  crimes,  offences,  and  misdemeanors  whereof  justices 
of  the  peace  within  said  county  now  have  or  may  have 
jurisdiction ;  also  of  all  suits  and  actions  within  the  juris- 
diction of  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of 
Norfolk. 

Sect.  3.  An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments  ^pp^^^i  «i- 
of  said  police  court  in  like  manner  and  to  the  same  extent 
that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments  of 
justices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justice  of  said  police  court 
shall  not  be  of  counsel  to  any  party  in  any  cause  which  may 
be  pending  in  said  court,  or  which  shall  have  been  heard, 
tried,  or  examined  therein. 

Sect.  4.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall  receive  an  annual  ^^""JjPtj"  g^*'""^ 
salary  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  of 
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■which,  if  above  that  sum,  shall  be  determined  not  oftener 
than  once  in  each  year  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  city  council  of  said  city;  and  said  salary 
shall  be  paid  in  equal  quarterly  payments  out  of  the  treasury 
of  said  city,  and  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  which  he  is 
or  may  hereafter  be  required  or  authorized  to  perform  as 
said  justice. 
May  appoint  Sect.  5.  The  city  couucil  of  Roxbury  shall,  immediately 
after  the  acceptance  of  this  act  as  herein-after  provided,  and 
hereafter  in  the  month  of  May  annually,  and  whenever  a 
vacancy  shall  occur,  choose  by  ballot,  in  convention  of  the 
two  branches,  a  clerk  of  said  court,  who  shall  be  paid  for 
his  services  as  herein-after  provided ;  and  in  case  of  his 
death  or  absence,  the  court  shall  appoint  a  clerk  pro  tem- 
pore, who  shall  act  until  the  standing  clerk  shall  resume  the 
duties  of  his  office  or  another  shall  be  chosen  as  herein  pro- 
vided. Said  clerk  j9ro  tempore  shall  receive  the  same  rate 
of  compensation  for  his  services  as  the  standing  clerk,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  salary  of  said  standing  clerk. 
To  be  sworn  Sect.  6.  The  clcrk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  per- 
and  give  bond.  f^^j-Q^ance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall  give  bond  to 
the  city  of  Roxbury  in  such  sum  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  said  city  shall  from  time  to  time  determine,  with  a  surety 
or  sureties  to  the  acceptance  of  the  city  treasurer,  with 
condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his 
Salary.  officc.     And  he  shall  receive  in  full  compensation  for  all  his 

services  as  clerk,  except  for  certificates  and  copies  of  papers 
and  proceedings  of  said  court,  an  annual  salary  of  not  less 
than  four  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  which,  if  above  that 
sum,  shall  be  fixed  not  oftener  than  once  in  each  year  by 
concurrent  vote  of  the  city  council ;  and  said  salary  shall  be 
paid  quarterly  from  the  treasury  of  the  city  of  Roxbury. 
Fines,  costs,        Sect.  7.     AH  fines  and  forfeitures  and  all  costs  in  criminal 
posed  of.  '      prosecutions  in  said  court  shall  be  received  by  the  clerk, 
and  shall  be  by  him  accounted  for  and  paid  over  to  the  same 
persons  in  the  sam^  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties 
as  are  by  law  prescribed  in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace. 
All  costs  in  such  prosecutions  not  thus  received  shall  be  made 
up,  taxed,  certified,  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like 
manner  as  is  provided  in  case  of  justices  of  the  peace. 
Court  how  of-      Sect.  8.     A  court   shall  be  held  by  said  justice  at  some 
ten  to  e  e  .  g^^^.g^|^jQ  placc  in  Said  city  of  Roxbury,  to  be  provided  at  the 
expense  of  said  city,  on  every  day  of  the  week,  Sundays 
excepted,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes, 
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ofifencGS,  and  misdemeanors,  and  on  one  day  in  each  week,  to 
be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  justice,  for  the  entry 
and  trial  of  civil  actions.  And  the  said  justice  may  adjourn 
said  court  as  justices  of  the  peace  may  now  adjourn  the  same 
hearings  or  trials,  and  he  shall  from  time  to  time  establish 
all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly  and  uniform  conducting 
of  the  business  of  the  court. 

Sect.  9.  The  clerk  shall  attend  all  sessions  of  the  said  Shaii  keep  a 
court,  whether  for  the  transaction  of  civil  or  criminal  busi-  make  return, 
ness,  and  shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
said  court ;  he  shall  make  all  warrants,  writs,  and  processes 
which  shall  be  ordered  by  said  court,  and  shall  make  return 
to  the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes  and  the  doings 
of  the  court  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the 
peace  are  now  by  law  required  to  do. 

Sect.  10.     All  fees  and  charges  of  said  justice,  both  in  Fees  paid  to 
civil  and  criminal  proceedings,  shall  be  received  by  the  clerk  ^^^^^^®^- 
and  by  him  accounted  for  quarterly  to  the  treasurer  of  said 
city  of  Roxbury,  and  shall  forthwith  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury of  said  city. 

Sect.  11.     The  clerk  shall  not  be  retained  or  employed  cierk  not  to  be 
as  counsel  or  attorney  in  any  suit,  complaint,  or  other  pro-  *^°^°^^  • 
ceeding  whatever  before  said  court,  nor  in  any  which  shall 
have  been  heard,  tried,  or  examined  therein. 

Sect.  12.      The  jurisdiction  of   said   police  court  shall  Jurisdiction 
not  be  limited,  by  reason  of  any  interest  on  the  part  of  the  "°*  ^^'^^^^'i- 
justices  of  said  court,  in  the  payment  of  fines  and  costs  into 
the  treasury  of  said  city  of  Roxbury  or  county  of  Norfolk. 

Sect.  13.     There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  Two  special 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  two  special  Justices, 
justices  of  said  court,  either  of  whom  shall  have  power,  in 
case  of  the  absence,  sickness,  interest,  or  any  other  disabil- 
ity of  the   standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said 
court,  to  hear  and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending, 
and  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until 
such  disability  be  removed.     And  said  special  justices  shall 
be  paid  for  the  services  as  performed  by  them,  out  of  the  How  paid, 
salary  of  the  standing  justice,  such  sum  as  the    standing 
justice  would  be  entitled  to  for  the  same  service. 

Sect.  14.      All   suits,    actions   and   prosecutions    which  Pending  suits. 
shall  be  pending  within  said  city  of  Roxbury,  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sect.  15.     The  governor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  Appointment 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand-  °  •''^^  ^^^^' 
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ing  and  special  justices  at  any  time  after  receiving  notice  of 

the  acceptance  of  this  act  by  the  city  council  of  Roxbury. 
Act  to  be  ac-  Sect.  16.  This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  city  council 
dty.^     ^    ^    of  Roxbury  shall  accept  the   same  within  sixty  days  from 

and  after  its  passage.     [Approved  by  the   Govei^nor,  April 

12,  1854] 

Chaj).  250  An  Act  to  permit  Jesse  Y.  Baker,  and  Simeon  Baker,  2d,  to  Bed  Oysters 

in  Mystic  River. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Right  to  bed        Jessc  Y.  Baker,  and  Simeon  Baker,  2d,  are  hereby  per- 
oysters.  mitted  to  bed  oysters,  in  so  much  of  the  flats  in  Mystic 

River  as  the  Commonwealth  is  interested  in,  between  the 
two  channels  westerly  of  the  draw,  where  the  Boston  and 
Maine  Railroad  crosses  the  said  Mystic  River,  bounded 
easterly  by  a  line  drawn  from  channel  to  channel,  seventy- 
five  rods  on  said  channels,  westerly  of  the  said  railroad, 
northerly  and  southerly  on  said  two  channels,  and  westerly 
by  a  line  so  drawn,  north  and  south,  from  channel  to  chan- 
nel, as  to  divide  into  two  equal  quantities,  the  flats  lying 
between  the  channels  to  the  west  of  the  said  first-mentioned 
line,  so  long  as  said  flats  are  not  wanted  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Commonwealth,  or  until  the  permission  hereby  grant- 
Proviso,  ed  is  otherwise  terminated :  provided,  that  the  said  use  of 
said  flats,  or  the  provision  of  this  act  shall,  in  nowise  inter- 
fere with  the  navigation,  or  with  the  private  rights  of  any 
person  or  persons  whatever.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  12,  1854.] 

iy/l(ip.  zD  L  An  Act  to  continue  in  force  tlie   several    Acts    concerning  the  Warren 

Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in.  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sa7?ie,  as  follows  : 

Acts  extended.  Sect.  1.  The  scvcnty-first  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  iu 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  en- 
titled "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Warren  Insurance  Com- 
pany," the  sixth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  "  An  Act 
authorizing  the  Warren  Insurance  Company  to  increase  its 
capital  stock,"  and  the  seventy-seventh  chapter  of  the  acts 
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passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  entitled  ••  An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  concerning  the 
Warren  Insurance  Company,"  shall,  each  and  all  of  them, 
be  and  remain  in  force  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  Duration, 
and  after  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  -March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-live,  and  said  Warren  In- 
surance Company  shall  be  continued  during  said  term,  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  Powers, duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh 
and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all 
subsequent  general  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  that  have 
been,  or  may  be  passed,  in  relation  to  similar  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  as  soon  as  the  same  ^^en  to  take 
shall  have  been  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  stockholders 
of  said  Warren  Insurance  Company,  present  and  voting  at 
their  annual  meeting  in  the  month  of  April  in  the  current 
year,  or  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose.  [Approved  by 
the   Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  City  Flour  Mills,  at  Newburyport.  Chap.  252 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Henry  Bartlett,  James  Horton,  Joseph  B.  Morss,  Coiporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  City  Flour  Mills,  at  Newburyport ; 
and  for  this  purpose,  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privi-  Powers,  du- 
leges,  and  be   subject  to    all  the   duties,  restrictions  and  *^^^'    *'' 
liabilities,   set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and   forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purposes  i^eai  estate, 
aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  value  of  twenty  thousand  dol-  fa"pitai, ' 
lars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  company,  shall  not  ,?ioo,ooo. 
exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No    shares   in   the   capital   of    said    corpora- No  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  der  par.^ 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 
first  be  issued.        [Approved   by  the   Gover^ior,   April   12, 
1854.] 
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Chap.  253  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Star  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  anthority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Timotlij  DaviS;  George  H.  Folger,  Henry  Lin- 
coln,  their  associates  and   successors,  are  hereby  made  a 

Duration.  corporation,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years,  by  the  name 
of  tlic  Star  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 

Purpose.  toii^  for  tlic  purposc  of  making  insurance   against  maritime 

losses,  and  losses  by  fire,  on  the  mutual  principle ;  with  all 

Powers.dutios,  thc  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  lia- 
Ijilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  sub- 
sequent laws  in  force,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  passed, 
relating  to  mutual  insurance  companies,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  applicable  to  the  corporation  hereby  created. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Govermor,  April  12,  1854.] 


Chop.  254  An  Act  in  relation    to  the  |Hancock   Free  Bridge  Corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Authorized  to  Sect.  1.  Thc  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  is 
convey  wharf,  jjgpgijy  authorized  to  convcy,  in  fee  simple,  thc  Pier  Wharf, 
in  Boston,  on  the  south  side  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge,  to 
Joseph  Coolidge,  who  is  owner  of  the  estate  abutting  on 
Sum  to  reduce  that  sidc  of  said  bridge ;  and  the  sum  received  for  said 
^°  ^'  pier,  shall  reduce  to  the  same  extent,  the  amount  which  said 

corporation  is  authorized  to  collect  from  tolls. 
To  make  solid,      Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  is  also  hereby  authorized  to 
^^'  make  solid,  that  part  of  said  bridge  which  is   east  of  the 

commissioners'  line,  in  Boston ;    and  the   said  Coolidge  is 
also  authorized  to  make  solid  that  part  of  his  estate,  and 
Proviso.  said  pier  wharf  that  is  east  of  said  line :  provided,  however, 

that  this  act  shall  not  affect  the  rights  of  any  person  or 
persons,  or  corporation,  other  than  said  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation,  and  said  Coolidge  and  his  representa- 
tives. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Vineyard  Bank,  at  Edgartown.  Choj).  255 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tlie  autltority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Leavitt  Thaxter,  Abraham  Osborn,  Benjamin  Corporators. 
Worth,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Vineyard  Bank,  to  be  established  in  Edgar- 
town,  and  shall  so  continue,  until  the  first  day  of  October,  ^""*^"''®  *^^^ 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five ; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public 
statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and  bank- 
ing. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  Capital  stock, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided,  Proviso. 
however,  that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five.  Transfer  of 

Sect.  3,  The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  at  its  banking-house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.     Said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to   all  the  Subject  to  fu- 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court,  in  re- 
lation to  banks  and  banking.      [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  12,  1854.] 


ture  laws. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Cordage  Company.  ChciJ)'  256 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  atid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Samuel  Mower,  Lyman  Kinsley,  Gustavus  V.  Corporators. 
Hall,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Cordage   Com- 
pany, for  the   purpose  of  manufacturing  cordage,  to   be  lo-  Purpose, 
cated  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  county  of  Suffolk;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties.  Powers, duties, 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  estate,  to  Hold  real  and 

.         -,     ^  -,      ■,  -,•',,,  T  ',  personal  estate 

the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  personal 
estate  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  nec- 
essary and  convenient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
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No  shares  to      Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  tlie  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
reissue  un  er  ^.^^^  ghall  bc  issucd,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 

paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 

first  be  issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


Chap.  257  An  Act  to  establish  thesCity  of  Fall  River. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aiithority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Fall  River  to  Sect.  1.  Thc  inhabitants  of  the  towu  of  Fall  Rivcr  shall 
^^^^''  continue  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  under  the  name 
of  the  City  of  Fall  River,  and  as  such,  shall  have,  exercise 
and  enjoy,  all  the  rights,  immunities,  powers  and  privileges, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  obligations  now 
incumbent  upon,  and  appertaining  to,  the  said  town,  as  a 
municipal  corporation. 

Government.  Sect.  2.  The  administration  of  all  the  fiscal,  prudential 
and  municipal  affairs  of  the  said  city,  with  the  government 
thereof,  shall  be  vested  in  one  municipal  officer,  to  be  styled 
the  mayor ;  one  council  of  six,  to  be  called  the  board  of 
aldermen;  and  one  council  of  eighteen,  to  be  called  the 
common  council ;  which  boards,  in  their  joint  capacity,  shall 
•  be  denominated  the  city  council,  and  the  members  thereof 
shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their  respec- 
tive offices.  A  majority  of  each  board  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  doing  business. 

City  divided         Sect.  3.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  of  Fall 

into  wards.  j^iyer,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
its  acceptance  by  the  inhabitants,  as  herein-after  provided, 
to  divide  the  said  town  into  six  wards,  to  contain,  as  nearly 
as  conveniently  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  legal  voters, 
which  proceedings  of  the  selectmen  shall  be  subject  to  the 
revision  of  the  city  council,  within  one  year  after  the  pas- 

Torevisewards  sagc  of  this  act.  And  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, once  in  five  years,  and  not  oftener,  to  revise,  and  if  it 
be  needful,  to  alter  the  said  wards,  and  increase  their  num- 
ber, in  such  manner  as  to  preserve,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an 
equal  number  of  legal  voters  in  each  ward :  provided,  how- 

ProTiso.  ever,  that  in  case  the  number  of  wards  shall  be  increased, 

each  ward  shall  continue  to  be  entitled  to  elect  one  alder- 
man and  three  members  of  the  common  council,  any  thing  in 
the  second  section  of  this  charter  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing;. 
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Sect.  4.     On  the  first  Monday  in  March,  annually,  there  Election  of 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  in  each  of  the    said   wards,  a^^^^°  ^^^^' 
warden,  clerk,  and  three  inspectors  of  elections,  residents  of 
wards  in    which  they    are  chosen,    who    shall   hold    their 
offices  for  one  year,  and  until  others  shall  have  been  chosen 
in  their  places,  and  qualified  to  act.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  wardens  to   preside  at  all  ward  meetings,  with  the 
power  of  moderators  of  town  meetings ;    and  if,   at  any 
meeting,  the  warden  shall  not  be  present,  the  clerk  of  such  in  absence  of 
ward  shall  call  the  meeting  to  order,  and  preside  until  a  To^reside!^"^' 
warden  p7^o  temjjore  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot ;  and  if,  at 
any  meeting,  the  clerk  shall  not  be  present,  a  clerk  jsro  cierk  pz-o  <£»i. 
tempore  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot;  and  if  both  the  warden  ""^^ ^^ '^°'^°- 
and  clerk  shall  be   absent,  either  of  the  inspectors  of  said 
ward  may  call  the  meeting  to   order,  and  preside  till  a 
warden  and  clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen  as  aforesaid. 
The  clerk  shall  record  all  the  proceedings,  and  certify  the 
votes  given,  and  deliver  to  his   successor  in  office,  all  such 
records  and  journals,  together  with  all  other  documents  and 
papers  held  by  him  in  the  said  capacity.     And  it  shall  be  the  Duties  of  in- 
duty  of  the  inspectors  of  elections,  to  assist  the  warden  in  ^p^'^*^'^^- 
receiving,    assorting   and    counting   the   votes.      And   the 
warden,    clerk    and    inspectors    so    chosen,    shall   respec- 
tively make  oath  or  affirmation,  faithfully  and  impartially  to  Oaths,  how  ad- 
discharge  their  several  duties  relative  to  all  elections,  which  "^'"^^  ^^^'^' 
oath  may  be  administered  by  the  clerk  of  such  ward  to  the 
warden,  and  by  the  warden  to  the  clerk  and  inspectors,  or 
by  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Bristol ;  and 
the  fact,  or  certificate  that  such  oath  has  been  taken,  shall 
be  entered  on  the  record  of  the  ward  by  the  clerk  thereof. 
All  warrants  for  meetings  of  the  citizens,  for  municipal  pur-  Warrants    for 
poses,  to  be  held  either  in  wards   or  in  general  meetings,  fss^uec""&c/°^^ 
shall  be  issued  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  shall  be  in 
such  form,  and   shall  be   served,  executed  and  returned,  in 
such  manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  the  city  council  may,  by 
any  by-law,  direct. 

Sect.  5.,  The  mayor  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  Election  of 
voters  of  the  city  at  large,  voting  in  their  respective  wards,  "^^y"'' 
and  one  alderman  and  three  common  councilmen  shall  be 
elected  from  and  by  the  voters  of  each  ward,  being  resi- 
dents in  the  wards  where  elected.  All  the  said  officers 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one 
year  from  the  first  Monday  in  April,  and  until  others  sliall 
be  elected  and  qualified.  „        ,.^  ^  ^^ 

Sect.  6.     On  the  first  Monday  of  March,  annually,  the  elections. 
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qualified  voters  in  each  ward  shall  give  in  their  votes  for 
mayor,  alderman,  and  common  councilmen,  as  provided  in 
the  preceding  section ;  and  all  the  votes  so  given  shall  be 
assorted,  counted,  declared  and  registered,  in  open  ward 
meeting,  by  causing  the  names  of  persons  voted  for,  and  the 
number  of  votes  given  for  each,  to  be  written  in  the  ward 
Certificates  ofrccords,  in  words,  at  length.  The  clerk  of  the  ward,  within 
election.  twcuty-four  hours  after  such   election,  shall  deliver  to  the 

persons  elected  alderman  and  members  of  the  common 
council,  certificates  of  their  election,  signed  by  the  warden 
and  clerk,  and  by  a  majority  of  the  inspectors  of  elections, 
and  shall  deliver  to  the  city  clerk  a  copy  of  the  records  of 
Proviso.  such  clcctions,  certified  in  like  manner :   provided,  that  in 

all  cases,  the  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  their  respective  offices  shall  be  deemed  and  declared  to 
be  elected;  and  if  the  choice  of  alderman  and  common 
councilmen  shall  not  be  effected  on  that  day,  by  reason  of 
two  or  more  persons  having  received  an  equal  number  of 
votes  for  the  same  office,  the  meeting  may  be  adjourned, 
from  time  to  time,  to  complete  such  election. 

The  board  of  aldermen  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 

be,  examine  the  copies  of  the  records  of  the  several  wards, 

certified  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  the  person  that  shall 

have  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  mayor,  to  be 

Mayor  to  be     notified,  in  writing,  of  his  election ;  but  if  it  shall  appear 

notified.  ^^Y^^i  no  pcrsou  hiis  been  elected,  by  reason  of  two  or  more 

having  received  an  equal  number  of  votes,  or  if  the  person 

so  elected  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  office,  the  board  shall 

Proceedings  in  issuc  their  Warrants  for  a  new  election,  and  the  same  pro- 

to  dect.  ^^^^^^^^  ceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  herein-before  provided  for  the 

choice  of  a  mayor,  and  repeated,  from  time  to  time,  until  a 

mayor  shall  be  chosen. 

In  case  of  the  decease  or  resignation  of  the  mayor,  or  of 
his  inability  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  boards 
of  aldermen  and  common  council  shall,  respectively,  by  vote, 
declare  that  a  vacancy  exists,  and  the  cause  thereof;  where- 
Vacancies,  upou  the  two  boards  shall  meet  in  convention,  and  elect  a 
how  tilled.  niayor  to  fill  such  vacancy ;  and  the  mayor  thus  elected, 
shall  hold  his  office  until  the  inability  causing  the  vacancy 
shall  be  removed,  or  until  a  new  election. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  this  act,  shall  be  administered  to 

the  mayor  by  the  city  clerk,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  for 

the  county  of  Bristol. 

Oath  of  office.      The  aldermen  and  common  councilmen  elect,  shall,  on  the 

first  Monday  in  April,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  meet 
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in  convention,  when  the  oath  required  by  this  act  shall  be 
administered  to  the  members  of  the  two  boards  present,  by 
the  mayor,  or  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Bristol ;  and  a  certificate  of  such  oath  having  been  taken, 
shall  be  entered  on  a  journal  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen, 
and  of  the  common  council,  by  their  respective  clerks. 

After  the  oath  has  been  administered,  as  aforesaid,  the  Organization 
two  boards  shall  separate,  and  the  common  council  shall  be  council!'""" 
organized  by  the  choice  of  a  president  and  clerk,  who  shall 
be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties. 

In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  mayor  elect,  on  the  first  Proceedings  in 
Monday  of  April,  the  city  government  shall  organize  itself  mayor. 
in  the  manner  herein-before  provided,  and  may  proceed  to 
business,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  mayor  were  present ; 
and  the  oath  of  office  may  be  administered  to  the  mayor  at 
any  time  thereafter,  in  a  convention  of  the  two  branches. 

In  the  absence  of  the  mayor,  the  board  of  aldermen  may  Mayor  ;j)o/m. 
choose  a  chairman  pro  tempore,  who  shall  preside   at  joint 
meetings  of  the  two  boards. 

Each  board  shall  keep  a  record  of  its  own  proceedings,  Each  board  to 
and  judge  of  the  election  of  its  own  members ;  and  in  case   ^^^  ^^*^°' 
of  failure  of  an  election,  or  in  case  of  any  vacancy,  declared 
by  either  board,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  order  a  new 
election. 

Sect.  7.  The  mayor,  thus  chosen  and  qualified,  shall  be  Duty  of  mayor, 
the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  said  city ;  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  be  vigilant  in  causing  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
the  city  to  be  enforced,  and  to  exercise  a  general  super- 
vision over  the  conduct  of  all  subordinate  officers,  and  to 
cause  their  neglect  of  duty  to  be  punished;  he  may  call 
special  meetings  of  the  boards  of  aldermen  and  common 
council,  or  either  of  them,  when  necessary,  in  his  opinion, 
by  causing  written  notices  to  be  left  at  the  places  of  resi- 
dence of  the  several  members ;  he  shall  communicate,  from 
time  to  time,  to  both  of  them,  such  information,  and  recom- 
mend such  measures  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  interests  of  the 
city  may  require  ;  he  shall  preside  in  the  board  of  aldermen, 
and  in  convention  of  the  two  boards,  but  shall  have  a  cast- 
ing vote  only. 

Sect.  8.     The  executive  power  of  the  said  city  generally.  Executive 
and  the  administration  of  the  police,  with  all  the  powers  ^nd  aWerllTen.' 
heretofore  vested  in  the   selectmen  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  Fall  River,  shall  be  vested  in,  and  may  be  exercised 
by,  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  as  fully  as  if  the   same  were 
herein  specially  enumerated.     And  the  mayor  shall  receive  Compensation. 
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five  Imudreti  dollars,  aud  the  aldermeu  fifty  dollars  each, 
per  annum,  for  their  services,  until  otherwise  determined  b}- 
the  city  council ;  but  the  amount  of  such  compensation  shall 
not  be  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  term  for  which 
each  shall  respectively  have  been  elected.  But  the  mem- 
bers of  the  common  ijouncil  shall  receive  no  compensation. 
The  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  have  full  and  exclusive  power 
to  appoint  a  constable  and  assistants,  or  a  city  marshal  and 
assistants,  with  the  powers  and  duties  of  constables  and  all 
other  police  officers,  and  the  same  to  remove  at  pleasure. 
Bonds  required  And  the  mayor  and  aldermen  may  require  any  person  who 

of    constables,  ^  •    j.    j  ii  iiif-xi  -l       j.         • 

^c.  may  be  appointed  marshal  or  constable  oi  the  city,  to  give 

bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office, 
with  such  security  and  to  sucli  amount  as  they  may  deem 
reasonable  and  proper;  upon  which  bonds  the  like  proceed- 
ings and  remedies  may  be  had  as  are  by  law  provided  in 
the  case  of  constables'  bonds  taken  by  the  selectmen  of 
towns. 

All  other  powers  now  vested  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town,  and  all  powers  granted  by  this  act,  shall  be 
vested  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen  and  common  council  of 
the  said  city,  to  be  exercised  by  concurrent  vote,  each  board 
to  have  a  negative  upon  the  other ;  but  the  city  council  shall, 
annually,  as  soon  after  their  organization  as  may  be  con- 
venient, elect  by  joint  ballot,  in  convention,  a  city  treasurer, 
collector  of  taxes,  assessors,  city  clerk,  school  committee, 
and  firewards  or  engineers,  and  shall,  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  city  council  may  determine  by  any  by-law  made  for  the 
purpose,  appoint  or  elect  all  subordinate  officers,  not  herein 
otherwise  directed,  for  the  ensuing  year,  define  their  duties 
and  fix  their  compensations,  in  cases  where  such  duties  and 
compensations  shall  not  be  defined  and  fixed  by  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

All  sittings  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  of  the  common 
council,  and  of  the  city  council,  shall  be  public  when  they 
arc  not  engaged  in  executive  business. 

The  city  council  shall  take  care  that  money  shall  not  ho 
paid  from  the  treasury  unless  granted  or  appropriated; 
shall  secure  a  just  and  prompt  accountability,  by  requiring 
bonds,  with  sufficient  penalty  and  sureties,  from  all  persons 
intrusted  with  the  receipt,  custody,  or  disbursement  of 
money;  shall  have  the  care  and  superintendence  of  city 
buildings,  aud  the  custody  and  management  of  all  city  prop- 
erty, with  power  to  let  or  sell  what  may  be  legally  let  or  sold ; 
and  to  purchase  property,  real  or  personal,  in  the  name  and 
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for  the  use  of  the  city,  whenever  its  interest  or  convenience 
may,  in  their  judgment,  require  it. 

And  the  city  council  shall,  as  often  as  once  a  year,  cause 
to  be  published,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  a  particular 
account  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  a  schedule  of  city 
property. 

Sect.  9.  In  all  cases  in  which  appointments  are  directed  Mayor  to  nom- 
to  be  made  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  the  mayor  shall  ''^^*^' 
have  tbe  exclusive  power  of  nomination,  being  subject,  how- 
ever, to  confirmation  or  rejection  by  the  board  of  aldermen ; 
but  if  a  person  so  nominated  shall  be  rejected,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  make  another  nomination  within 
one  month  from  the  time  of  such  rejection.  No  person  shall 
be  eligible  to  any  office  of  emolument  the  salary  of  which 
is  payable  out  of  the  city  treasury,  who,  at  the  time  of  such 
appointment,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
or  of  the  common  council. 

Sect.  10.  The  city  clerk  shall  also  be  clerk  of  the  board  Duty  of  city 
of  aldermen,  and  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  '^  ^^  ' 
of  his  duties.  He  shall  perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  board  of  aldermen ;  and  he  shall  perform  all 
the  duties,  and  exercise  all  the  powers  by  law  incumbent 
upon,  or  vested  in  the  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Fall  River, 
and  may  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  city  council. 

Sect.  11.  The  assessors  to  be  chosen,  as  herein-before  Assessors  to 
provided,  shall  constitute  the  board  of  assessors,  and  shall 
exercise  the  same  powers,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  duties 
and  liabilities,  that  the  assessors  in  the  several  towns  in 
the  Commonwealth  may  exercise  or  are  subject  to  under 
existing  laws,  and  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duty. 

All  taxes  shall  be  assessed,  apportioned  and  collected,  in  Taxes, 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws   of  the   Commonwealth : 
provided,  hoioever,  that  the   city  council  may  establish  fur- 
ther or  additional  provisions  for  the  collection  thereof. 

Sect.  12.     An   act   establishing  the  fire  department  in -A-ct  repealed, 
the  town  of  Troy,  (now  Fall  River,)  passed  March  sixteenth, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  is 
hereby  repealed. 

The  city  council  of  the  city  of  Fall  River  may  establish  Fire  depart- 
a  fire  department  for  said  city,  to  consist  of  a  chief  engi- 
neer, and  so  many  assistant  engineers,  and  so  many  engine- 
men,  hosemen,  hook  and  ladder  men,  as  the  city  council  by 
ordinance  shall,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe ;  and  said  city 
council  shall  have  authority  to  make   such  provisions  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  time  and  mode  of  appointment,  and  the  occasion 
and  mode  of  removals,  of  either  such  officers  or  members, 
to  make  such  requisitions  in  respect  to  their  qualifications 
and  period  of  service,  to  define  their  office  and  duties,  to 
fix  and  pay  such  compensation  for  their  services,  and  in  gen- 
eral to  make  such  regulations  in  regard  to  their  conduct 
and  government,  and  to  the  management  and  conduct  of 
fires,  and  persons  attending  fires,  subject  to  the  penalties 
provided  for  the  breach  of  the  city  ordinances,  as  they  shall 

Proviso.  deem  expedient :  provided,  that  the  appointment  of  engine- 

men,  hosemen,  and  hook  and  ladder  men,  shall  be  made  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  exclusively. 

Duty  of  engi-  The  engineers  and  other  officers  of  the  fire  department, 
so  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  authority,  in 
regard  to  the  prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires,  and 
the  performance  of  the  other  offices  and  duties  now  incum- 
bent upon  firewards,  as  are  now  conferred  upon  firewards 
by  the  Revised  Statutes  now  in  force.  They  shall  also 
have  authority,  in  compliance  with  any  ordinance  of  said 
city,  to  make  an  examination  of  places  where  shavings  and 
other  combustible  materials  are  collected  or  deposited,  and 
to  require  the  removal  of  such  materials,  or  the  adoption 
of  suitable  safeguards  against  fire.  And  said  city  council 
are  hereby  authorized  to  make  suitable  ordinances  upon 
the  latter  subject,  under  the  penalties  enacted  in  the  city 
charter. 

List  of  jurors.  Sect.  13.  The  list  of  jurors  shall  be  prepared  by  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  required  in 
the  ninety-fifth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  to  be  done 
by  the  selectmen  within  and  for  their  respective  towns ;  and 
the  lists,  when  made  out  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  common  council  for  concurrent  revision 
or  amendment. 

Drawing  of  ju-  The  uiayor  and  aldermen  and  city  clerk  shall  severally 
have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  and  duties,  with  regard  to 
the  drawing  of  jurors  in  the  city,  and  all  other  matters  re- 
lating to  jurors  therein,  which  are,  in  the  ninety-fifth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  required  to  be  performed  by  the 
selectmen  and  town  clerks  in  their  respective  towns ;  and 
all  vetiires  for  jurors  to  be  returned  from  Fall  River,  shall 
be  served  on  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen. 

May  lay  out  Sect.  14.  The  mayor  and  aldermen,  with  the  concur- 
rent vote  of  the  common  council,  shall  have  exclusive  power 
to  lay  out,  alter  or  discontinue,  any  street  or  town-way,  and 
to  estimate  the  damages  any  individual  may  sustain  thereby ; 
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and  any  person  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  city 
council,  in  the  estimate  of  damages,  may  make  complaint  to 
the  county  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Bristol,  at  any 
meeting  held  within  one  year  after  such  decision,  whereupon 
the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  now  by  law  pro- 
vided in  cases  where  persons  are  aggrieved  by  the  assess- 
ment of  damages  by  the  selectmen,  in  the  twenty-fourth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  15.     The  mayor  and  aldermen,  with  the  concurrent  May  dig 
vote  of  the  common  council,  shall  have  the  power  to  cause   ^^'"^'  ''^' 
drains  and  common  sewers  to  be  laid  down  through  any 
street  or  private  lands,  paying  the   owners   such  damage  as 
they  may  sustain  thereby,  and  to  require  all  persons  to  pay 
a  reasonable  sum  for  the  privilege  of  opening  any  drain  into 
such  public  drain  or  common   sewer  •  and  the  city  council  Measurement 
may  make  by-laws,  with   suitable  penalties,  for  the  inspec-  °^  ^°"^'  ^'^- 
tion,  survey,  measurement  and   sale  of  lumber,  wood,  coal 
and  bark,  brought  into  the  city  for  sale. 

Sect.  16.     All  power  and  authority  now  vested  by  law.  Health  ofticers 
in  the  board  of  health  for  the  town  of  Fall  River,  or  in  the 
selectmen  thereof,  shall  be  transferred  to,  and  vested  in, 
the  city  council,  to  be  by  them  exercised  in   such  manner  as 
they  may  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  17.     The  mayor  and  aldermen  shall,  in  each  year.  Election  of  re- 
issue their  warrant  for  calling  meetings  for  the   election  of  P'"'^^®"*'^*^^'^^- 
the  whole  number  of  representatives  to  the  general  court, 
to  which  the  said  city  is  by  law  entitled,  and  the  number 
shall  be  specified  in  the  warrant. 

Sect.  18.  All  elections  for  county.  State,  and  United  Couuty,  state 
States  officers,  who  are  voted  for  by  the  people,  shall  be  ficers^  ^^^ 
held  at  meetings  of  the  citizens  qualified  to  vote  in  such 
elections,  in  their  respective  wards,  at  the  time  fixed  by  law 
for  these  elections  respectively:  and  at  such  meetings,  all 
the  votes  given  for  such  officers  respectively,  shall  be  as- 
sorted, counted,  declared  and  registered,  in  open  ward 
meeting,  by  causing  the  names  of  all  persons  voted  for,  and 
the  number  of  votes  given  for  each,  to  be  written  in  the 
ward  records  in  words,  at  length.  The  ward  clerk  shall, 
forthwith,  deliver  to  the  city  clerk  a  certified  copy  of  the 
record  of  such  elections.  The  city  clerk  shall,  forthwith, 
record  such  returns,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  shall, 
within  two  days  after  every  such  election,  examine  and  com- 
pare all  such  returns,  and  make  out  a  certificate  of  the 
result  of  such  elections,  to  be  signed  by  the  mayor  and  a 
majority  of  the  aldermen,  and  also  by  the  city  clerk,  Avhich 
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shall  be  transmitted  or  delivered  in  the  same  manner  as 
similar  returns  are,  by  law,  directed  to  be  made  by  select- 
men of  towns ;  and  in  all  elections  for  representatives  to 
the  general  court,  in  case  the  whole  number  proposed  to  be 
elected,  shall  not  be  legally  chosen,  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men shall  forthwith  issue  their  warrant  for  a  new  election, 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

List  of  voters.  Sect.  19.  PHor  to  cvcry  election,  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men shall  make  out  lists  of  all  the  citizens  of  each  ward, 
qualified  to  vote  in  such  elections,  in  the  manner  in  which 
selectmen  of  towns  are  required  to  make  out  lists  of  voters ; 
and  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  have  full  access  to  the 
assessors'  books  and  lists,  and  be  entitled  to  the  assistance 
of  all  assessors  and  city  officers;  and  they  shall  deliver  the 
said  lists,  so  prepared  and  corrected,  to  the  clerks  of  the 
said  wards,  to  be  used  at  such  elections ;  and  shall  cause 
copies  thereof  to  be  posted  up  in  not  less  than  three  places 
in  said  wards  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  such  elections ; 
and  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  whose  name  is  not 

Provided,  &c.  bomc  OR  such  lists  :  provided,  that  any  person  whose  name 
shall  not  be  borne  on  the  list  of  the  ward  in  which  he  is  en- 
titled to  vote,  when  it  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
clerk  of  said  ward,  shall  have  the  right  to  have  his  name 
entered  thereon  at  any  time  thereafter  and  before  the  clos- 
ing of  the  polls,  upon  presenting  to  the  ward  ofiicers  a 
certificate  signed  by  the  mayor  or  city  clerk,  setting  forth 
his  right  to  have  his  name  thus  entered. 

Sect.  20.  General  meetings  of  the  citizens  qualified  to 
vote  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  held,  to  consult  upon  .the 
public  good,  to  give  instructions  to  their  representatives, 
and  to  take  all  lawful  measures  to  obtain  redress  for  any 
grievances,  according  to  the  right  secured  to  the  people  by 
the  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  such  meetings 
may  and  shall  be  duly  warned  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen, 
upon  the  requisition  of  fifty  qualified  voters. 

By-laws.  Sect.  21.     The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  make  all 

such  salutary  and  needful  by-laws  as  towns,  by  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth,  have  power  to  make  and  establish,  and 
to  annex  penalties,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  for  the 
breach  thereof;  which  by-laws  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  the  time  therein  respectively  limited, 
without  the  sanction  of  any  court  or  other  authority  what- 

Proviso.  ever :  provided,  that  all  such  by-laws  or  ordinances  shall  be 

presented  to  the  mayor  for  his  approval ;  which  if  he  ap- 
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prove,  he  shall  sign,  if  not,  he  shall  return  to  the  city  council 
"with  his  objections,  for  a  reviewal,  within  one  "week,  and  if 
again  passed  by  a  majority  of  each  board,  it  shall  become  a 
law.  A\\di  provided,  also,  that  all  laws  and  regulations  now  Provided,  also. 
in  force  in  the  town  of  Fall  River  shall,  until  they  shall 
expire  by  their  own  limitation,  or  be  revised  or  repealed  by 
the  city  council,  remain  in  force ;  and  all  fines  and  forfeit- 
ures for  the  breach  of  any  by-law  or  ordinance,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  city  treasury. 

Sect.  22.     All  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  accruing  Fines,  &c.  how 
for  the  breach  of  any  by-laws  of  the  city  of  Fall  River,  or 
of  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city  council,  or  of  any  of  the  / 

orders  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  may  be  prosecuted  for 
and  recovered  before  the  police  court  of  the  said  city  of 
Fall  River,  by  complaint  or  information,  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  other  criminal  offences  are  now  prosecuted  before 
the  police  courts  within  this  Commonwealth;  reserving, 
however,  in  all  cases,  to  the  party  complained  of  and  pros- 
ecuted, the  right  of  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  Rig^*  of  =ip- 
then  next  to  be  held  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  from  the  judg-  ^^"^ ' 
ment  and  sentence  of  the  police  court ;  and  the  appeal  shall 
be  allowed  on  the  same  terms,  and  the  proceedings  shall  be 
conducted  therein  in  the  same  manner,  as  provided  in  the 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  it  shall  be  sufficient,  in  all 
such  prosecutions,  to  set  forth  in  the  complaint,  the  offence  Compiainis, 
fully,  plainly,  substantially  and  formally ;  and  it  shall  not 
be  necessary  to  set  forth  such  by-law,  ordinance,  or  order, 
or  any  part  thereof. 

All  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  so  recovered  and  paid.  Fines  paid  to 
shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Fall  River,  and  city  treasurei. 
shall  enure  to  such  uses  as  the  said  council  shall  direct. 

When  any  person,  upon  any  conviction  before  the  police  Refusal  to  pay 
court  for  any  breach  of  any  by-law  of  the  said  city  of  Fall  -^^xeL  °^^^^^"' 
River,  or  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city  council,  or  any 
of  the  orders  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  pay  a  fine,  or  ordered  to  pay  any  penalty  or  forfeiture 
provided  by  any  such  by-law,  ordinance  or  order,  or,  upon 
claiming  an  appeal,  shall  fail  to  recognize  for  his  appear- 
ance at  the  court  appealed  to,  and  there  to  prosecute  his 
appeal,  and  to  abide  the  sentence  or  order  of  the  court 
thereon,  and  in  the  meantime  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of 
good  behavior,  and  upon  not  paying  the  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
feiture and  cost  so  assessed  upon  him,  lie  shall  be  committed 
to  prison,  there  to  remain  until  he  or  she  shall  pay  such  fine^ 
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forfeiture  or  penalty,  and  costs,  or  be  otherwise  discharged 
according  to  law. 
Applies  to  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  also  apply  to  all  pros- 

town  by-laws,  ecutions  founded  on  the  by-laws  or  ordinances  of  the  town 
of  Fall  River,  which  may  continue  in  force  after  this  act  shall 
go  into   operation,  and  all  the  powers  of  the  police  court 
already  established  shall  be  continued  to  it. 
First  organiza-      Sect.  23.     For  the  purposc  of  Organizing  the  system  of 
*'°"-  government  hereby  established,  and  putting  the  same  into 

operation,  in  the  first  instance,  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Fall  River,  for  the  time  being,  shall,  withia  thirty  days  after 
V  the  acceptance  of  this  act,  issue  their  warrants,  seven  days 

at  least  previous  to  the  day  so  appointed,  for  calling  meetings 
of  the  said  citizens,  at  such  place  and  hour  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  warden,  clerk 
and  inspectors  for  each  ward,  and  all  other  officers  whose 
election  is  provided  for  in  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act ; 
and  the  transcripts  of  the  records  of  each  ward,  specifying 
the  votes  given  for  the  several  officers  aforesaid,  certified 
by  the  warden  and  clerk  of  each  ward,  at  such  first  meet- 
ing, shall  be  returned  to  the  said  selectmen,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  examine  and  compare  the  same,  and  in  case  the 
said  elections  should  not  be  completed  at  the  first  meeting, 
then  to  issue  new  warrants,  until  such  elections  shall  be 
completed,  and  to  give  notice  thereof,  in  the  manner  herein- 
before provided,  to  the  several  persons  elected. 
First  meeting,  And  at  thc  said  first  meeting,  any  inhabitant  of  said 
how  organized.  ^g^Pjj^  |-)QJQg.  g^  jQgg^;[  yotcr,  may  call  the  citizens  to  order, 

and  preside  until  a  warden  shall  have  been  chosen.  And 
at  said  first  meeting,  a  list  of  voters  in  each  ward,  pre- 
pared and  corrected  by  the  selectmen  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  each  ward,  when  elected, 
to  be  used  as  herein-before  provided.  And  the  selectmen 
shall  appoint  such  time  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  city 
council,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  after  the  choice  of  city 
officers  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  the  members  of  both 
branches,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
•four,  and  shall  also  fix  upon  the  place  and  hour  of  the  said 
first  meeting,  and  a  written  notice  thereof  shall  be  sent,  by 
the  said  selectmen,  to  the  place  of  abode  of  each  of  the  city 
officers  chosen,  as  provided  in  this  section. 
Subsequent  or-  And  after  this  first  election  of  city  officers,  and  this  first 
ganizations.  meeting  for  the  organization  of  the  city  council,  as  in  this 
section  is  provided,  the  day  of  holding  the  annual  elections, 
and  the  day  and  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the  city  council  for 
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the  purpose  of  organization,  shall  remain,  as  provided  in 
the  sixth  section  of  this  act.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
city  council,  immediately  after  the  first  organization,  to  elect 
all  necessary  city  officers,  who  shall  hold  their  offices,  re- 
spectively, until  others  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified. 

Sect.  24.     All  officers  of  the  town  of  Fall  River  having  Delivery  of 
the  care  and  custody  of  any  records,  papers,  or  muniments  ^^'^"'^  ^' 
of  property,  belonging  to  the  said  town,  shall  deliver  the 
same  to  the  city  clerk,  within  one  week  after  his   entering 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sect.  25.     The  amiual  town  meeting  of  the  town  of  Fall  Town  meeting 
River,  which  by  law  is  to  be  held  in  March  or  April,  is  ®"®p^°  ^  ' 
hereby  suspended,  and  all  town  officers  now  in  office  shall 
hold  their  places  until  this  act  shall  take  effect,  and  their 
successors  are  chosen  and  qualified. 

And  in  case  this  act  shall  not  be  accepted  as  herein-after  Proceedings  in 
provided,  the  selectmen  shall  issue  their  warrant  according  ^ot  accepted. 
to  law,  for  holding  the  annual  town  meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, in  which  all  the  proceedings  shall  be  the  same  as  if 
this  act  had  not  passed.  The  warrant  for  calling  the  said 
town  meeting  shall  be  issued  within  seven  days  from  the 
rejection  of  this  act,  provided  the  same  shall  not  be 
accepted. 

Sect.  26.     All  such  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  as  are  incon-  inconsistent 
sistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  ^''t^^^P^^  ^ 
are,  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  27.     Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  con-  Legislature 
strued  as  to  prevent  the  legislature  from  altering  or  amend-  "^^^  ^ 
ing  the  same  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  expedient. 

Sect.  28.  This  act  shall  be  void,  unless  the  inhabitants  Act  void,  un- 
of  the  town  of  Fall  River,  at  a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  ^^^' 
purpose,  at  which  the  selectmen  shall  preside,  and  the  check 
list  be  used  in  the  same  manner  as  at  meetings  called  to 
choose  state  officers,  and  the  polls  be  kept  open  at  least  six 
hours,  shall,  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  voters  present 
and  voting  thereon,  yea  or  nay,  by  a  written  ballot,  deter- 
mine to  adopt  the  same,  within  twenty  days  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Sect.  29.  This  act  shall  go  into  operation  from  and 
after  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 
1854.] 
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L'liop.  ZOo  An  Act  relating-  to  Religious  Societies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Religious  soci-      Sect.  1.     Any  corporatioii  established  for  religious  pur- 
eti^es  may  aval ,  p^g^g^  wliich  sliall  liavc  erected  or  procured  for  public  wor- 
ship, a  meeting-house  prior  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,  may  avail  itself 
of  the  benefit  of  the  general  act,  passed  under  that  date, 
Proviso.  entitled  '•'  An  Act  relating  to  Religious  Societies  :  "  provided, 

that  at  a  regular  parish  meeting,  called  for  that  purpose, 
they  shall  so   decide,  by  a  vote   of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  and  voting  thereon. 
Society  may         Sect.  2.     Any  sucli  rcligious  society  which  shall  vote  to 
purchase  pews,  g^^^j^'l  j^gg|f  Qf  ^|^q  provisions  of  this  act,  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion first,  shall,  upon  the  application  of  any  person  owning 
one  or  more  pews  in  the  meeting-house  belonging  to  sucli 
society,  purchase  said  pew  or  pews  at  the  appraised  value, 
and  the  appraisal  shall  be  made  by  three  disinterested  per- 
sons, who  may  be  chosen  in  the  following  manner,  namely : 
one  by  the  pew  owner,  one  by  the  society,  and  the  third  by 
Proviso.  the  two  persons  thus  Q\io^Q,n:  provided,  however,  i\i2>X  such 

application  be  made  within  one  year  after  the  said  vote  has 
been  taken. 
Societies  com-  Sect.  o.  Any  rcligious  society  that  shall  have  complied 
plying,  &c.  ^-^1^  ^i^g  requisitions  of  this  act,  shall  thereafter  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  liabilities  in- 
incident  to  those  religious  societies  that  have  erected  or 
procured  for  public  worsliip,  a  meeting-house  since  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-five.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


Chap.  259  A"  ^ct  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Berkshire  Mutual  Fire 

Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
tJiP  same,  as  folloivs  : 

May  insure  Bect.  1.     The  Berkshire  Mutual  Fire  lusuraucc  Company 

personal  prop-  ^^  i^ercby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  insure  personal 
property,  wherever  situated,  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire, 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  three-fourths  of  its  cash  value. 
Duration.        for  a  tcrm  not  exceeding  seven  years  ;  and  all  policies  here- 
tofore issued  by  said  company,  to  insure  personal  property, 
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are  hereby  confirmed  and  made  valid,  against  any  objection  Former  pou- 
of  want  of  authority  in   said  company  to   insure  such  kind 
of  property. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Lead  Works.  Chap.  260 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     John  M.  Prince,  David  Elwell,  George  Adams,  Corporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name   of  the  American  Lead  Works,  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  the  various  articles  of  which  lead  Purpose, 
and  other  metals  are  a  component  part,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  town  of  Chelsea,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  Powers,  privi- 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  ^^^^'    '^' 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Eevised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold  Real  estate, 

.  SlOO  000  • 

real  estate  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  afore- capital,  ' 
said,  not  exceeding  in  amount,  one  hundred  thousand  dol-  S2o0,ooo. 
lars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  shall 
not  exceed  two   hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars :  pro- 
vided, however,  that  no  shares  in  the   capital   stock  of  said  No  shares  to 
corporation  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  der  l^^r!    ^^' 
actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  for  the  Protection  of  Province  Lands,  in  Provincetown.         Chap.  261 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  If  any  person  shall  pull  up  or  destroy  any  Penalty  for  de- 
beach-grass,  bushes  or  pines,  on  the  Province  Lands,  in|rass',°lc.^^° 
Provincetown,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  to  the  injury  of 
public  or  private  property  in  said  town,  or  to  the  injury  of 
Provincetown  Harbor,  or  if  any  person  shall  use  any  of  the 
said  lands  for  pasturage,  without  the  consent,  in  writing,  of 
the  agent  to  be  appointed,  as  herein-after  mentioned,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  the  first 
24 
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offence,  and  ten  dollars  for  every  subsequent  offence,  to  be 
recovered  on  a  complaint  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  for 
said  county  of  Barnstable. 

Agent  ap-  Sect.  2.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  his  excellency  the  gov-" 

poi"^  ®  ■  ernor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council, 

immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  in  the  month 
of  February  in  each  year  thereafter,  to  appoint  an  agent, 
who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  Provincetown,  and  who  shall 
be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  who  shall 
prosecute  for  the  penalties  before  mentioned,  and  the  same, 
when  recovered,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  said  town ;  and  the 

May  give  per-  gaid  agent  may  give  written  permits  to  take  sods  and  brush 
from  low  and  swamp-like  places,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 
pasturage,  when,  in  his  opinion,  after  he  shall  have  made  a 
personal  examination  of  the  place  applied  for,  such  permits 
may  be  granted  without  causing  injury  to  Cape  Cod  Harbor,  or 
to  any  public  or  private  property.  For  each  permit  granted 
by  said  agent,  he  shall  receive  from  the  party  obtaining  the 
same,  the  sum  of  one  dollar.  The  said  agent  shall  hold  his 
office  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  governor 
and  council. 

Committees  to  Sect.  3.  The  Said  town  of  Provincetown  shall,  annually, 
'  ■  elect  a  committee  of  three  persons,  who  shall  be  sworn  to 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  said  town  is  hereby 
authorized  to  enter,  by  said  committee,  chosen  as  aforesaid, 
upon  any  of  the  Province  Lands,  enclosed  or  unenclosed, 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  out  pines,  bushes,  or  grass,  when- 
ever said  committee  may  deem  it  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  said  harbor,  or  of  any  highway  on  public  or  private 
property. 

May  set  out  Sect.  4.     Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  said  committee,  it 

pmes,  c  c.  gi^aii  become  necessary,  in  consequence  of  any  of  the  viola- 
tions of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  set  out  pines  or  beach- 
grass  on  any  lot  of  said  lands  enclosed,  the  expense  thereof 
shall  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  in  the  occupancy  of 
the  same ;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  by  any  occupant,  to  pay 
such  expense,  it  may  be  recovered  by  said  committee  in  an 
action  of  contract,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

Annual  tax.  Sect.  5.     The  said  town  of  Provincetown  is  hereby  em- 

powered, annually,  to  raise  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  setting  out 
pines  or  beach-grass  on  said  Province  Lands ;  and  any  sum 
raised  for  this  purpose,  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  as 
other  taxes  now  are. 

Acts  repealed.       Sect.  6.     The  act  of  April  eighteenth,  in  the  year  eight- 
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een  liimdred  and  thirty-eight,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Province  Lands  in  the  town  of  Province- 
town,"  and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed,  except  that 
the  committee,  chosen  by  the  town,  under  the  provisions  of 
said  act,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  said  town  for  the  choice  of 
town  officers ;  and  said  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to 
carry  into  eff'ect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  fully  as  if 
chosen  by  virtue  of  its  provisions. 

Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  not  affect  any  complaint  or  ^i*'°"?  ^°* 
action  now  commenced,  or  that  shall  be  hereafter  com- 
menced, by  virtue  of  said  act  of  April  eighteenth,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  before  this  act  shall 
take  effect,  and  the  justice  of  the  peace  or  the  court  before 
whom  such  complaint  or  action  may  be  commenced,  or  pend- 
ing at  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  have 
the  same  jurisdiction,  power  and  authority,  in  respect  to 
them,  as  they  now  have. 

Sect.  8.  The  title  of  the  Commonwealth  as  owner,  in  fee.  Title  declared. 
to  all  the  Province  lands  within  the  town  of  Provincetown,  is 
hereby  asserted  and  declared,  and  no  adverse  possession  or 
occupation  thereof,  by  any  individual,  company,  or  corpora- 
tion, for  any  period  of  time,  shall  be  sufficient  to  defeat  or 
divest  the  title  of  the  Commonwealth  thereto. 

Sect.  9.     The  provisions  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  See  12,  ch.  no, 
one  hundred  and  nineteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  apply,'  &c! 
shall  not  be  held  to  apply  to  any  of  the  Province  Lands  in 
said  town  of  Provincetown. 

Sect.  10.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1854.] 


An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Hospital  on  Rainsford  Island  for  State  Paupers.  CJlClp.  262 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  His  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  advice  inspectors  ap- 
and  consent  of  the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  and  em-  ^°"^  ^ 
powered  to  appoint  three  inspectors  of  the  hospital  on 
Rainsford  Island,  who  shall  receive  each  such  salary  as  the 
governor  and  council  may  deem  reasonable  and  proper,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  removal  by  them  for  sufficient  cause  ;  and 
each  of  the  inspectors  shall  visit  the  hospital  once  at  least 
in  each  week. 
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Duty. 


To  complete 
repairs. 


Proviso. 


Inconsistent 
act  repealed. 


Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  estab- 
lish rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  and  govern- 
ment of  said  hospital,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
governor,  and  to  see  that  all  such  rules  and  regulations  are 
enforced. 

Sect.  3.  The  superintendent  of  Rainsford  Island,  and 
the  inspectors  of  the  hospital,  under  direction  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  council,  are  hereby  authorized  to  complete  the 
repairs  upon  the  buildings,  to  build  a  wharf,  and  to  provide 
the  necessary  means  for  conveyance  to  and  from  the  same, 
as  they  may  judge  expedient :  provided,  however,  that  the 
expense  thereof  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  4.  All  bills  for  expenditures  on  the  island,  wheth- 
er for  improvements  or  support  of  residents  thereon,  shall 
be  presented  to  the  state  auditor  at  the  close  of  each  quar- 
ter, after  approval  by  the  inspectors. 

Sect.  5.  So  much  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-fifth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1852,  as  is 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1854.] 


Chap.  263  An  Act  to  permit  Cornelius   Harnblen    and   Cornelius  Hamblen,  Jr.,  to 
^'  Bed  Oysters  in  Mystic  River. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  a?id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 


May  bed  oys- 
ters. 


Proviso. 


Cornelius  Hamblen  and  Cornelius  Hamblen,  Jr.,  are  here- 
by permitted  to  bed  oysters  in  so  much  of  the  flats  in  Mys- 
tic River,  as  the  Commonwealth  is  interested  in,  between 
the  two  channels,  westerly  of  the  draw,  where  the  Boston 
and  Maine  Railroad  crosses  the  said  Mystic  River ;  bounded 
on  the  east  by  a  line  so  drawn,  north  and  south,  from  chan- 
nel to  channel,  as  to  divide  into  two  equal  quantities,  the 
flats  that  lie  between  the  channels,  to  the  west  of  a  line 
drawn  from  channel  to  channel,  seventy-five  rods  on  each, 
westerly  from  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  and  from  the 
ends  of  said  first  line,  westerly  on  said  channels  to  their 
point  of  meeting,  so  long  as  said  flats  are  not  wanted  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  until  the  permission 
hereby  granted  is  otherwise  terminated :  provided,  that  the 
said  use  of  said  flats,  or  the  provisions   of  this  act  shall,  in 
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nowise,  interfere  with  the  navigation  or  with  the  private 
rights  of  any  person  or  persons  whatever.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lov.-ell  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  in  Lowell.  Chap.  264 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Horatio  Wood,  Nathan  Crosby,  0.  "W.  Stick-  Corporators, 
ney,  Linus  Child,  Daniel  S.  Richardson,  Benjamin  Adams, 
Samuel  Burbank,  Joseph  Butterfield,  Isaac  S.  Morse,  Charles 
B.  Coburn,  Samuel  Fay,  William  A.  Richardson,  Francis 
Bush,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Lowell  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Lowell ;  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili-  ^°^'^'^^;  P"^^' 
ties  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit,  sums  Deposits. 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made,  by  any  ^^'^lo^minOTT 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor,  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same ;  and  the  check,  receipt.  Minor's  receipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the 
same  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said 
minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally 
by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  Lawrence  Bridge.  Chap.  265 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  SeJiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     George  L.  Davis,  Charles  Furber,  Jarvis  Slade,  Corporators, 
their  associates,  successors  and  assigns,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  Lawrence 
Bridge,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  Powers,duties, 
all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the 
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May  erect 
bridge,  &c. 


Width. 


Rates  of  toll. 


thirty-eiglitli  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Merrimack  River,  at  the 
southerly  terminus  of  Union  Street,  in  the  city  of  Lawrence, 
and  to  purchase  and  hold  such  real  estate  as  maybe  proper  for 
the  purpose ;  and  said  bridge  shall  be  "well  built  of  suitable 
materials,  at  least  twenty-eight  feet  wide,  and  covered  with 
planks,  with  sufficient  rails  on  each  side  for  the  protection 
of  passengers  travelling  thereon,  and  shall  be  kept  in  good 
repair  at  all  times. 

Sect.  3.  A  toll  is  hereby  granted  to  said  proprietors, 
and  is  established  at  the  following  rates,  viz. :  For  each 
horse  and  rider,  four  cents ;  for  each  horse  or  ox  led,  two 
cents ;  for  each  wagon,  sleigh,  or  other  vehicle,  drawn  by 
one  horse,  five  cents ;  for  each  coach,  wagon,  sleigh,  or 
other  vehicle,  drawn  by  two  horses,  ten  cents ;  and  for  each 
additional  horse,  two  cents ;  for  each  cart,  wagon  or  sled, 
drawn  by  two  oxen,  seven  cents ;  and  for  each  additional 
yoke  of  oxen,  four  cents ;  for  droves  of  neat  cattle  or 
horses,  one-half  cent  each;  for  droves  of  swine  or  sheep, 
one-fourth  cent  each ;  but  all  persons  who  shall  -have  occa- 
sion to  pass  said  bridge  to  perform  military  duty,  or  duty 
as  firemen,  or  to  attend  at  their  usual  place  of  public  wor- 
ship on  the  Lord's  day,  shall  pass,  with  their  necessary  car- 
riages and  horses,  free  from  toll. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  tolls  shall  commence  on  the  day  of 
the  opening  of  said  bridge  for  travel,  and  shall  continue 
for  the  term  of  thirty  years  thereafter ;  and  at  the  place  of 
receiving  said  tolls,  there  shall  be  constantly  exposed  to 
view,  a  sign-board,  with  said  rates  of  toll  fairly  and  legibly 
printed  thereon. 

Accounts  to  be  Sect.  5.  The  Said  corporation,  at  the  time  of  the  open- 
ing of  said  bridge  for  travel,  or  as  soon  as  may  be  there- 
after, shall  cause  a  true  account  of  the  expenses  of  building 
the  same ;  and  also,  at  the  end  of  every  three  years  there- 
after, a  true  account  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  on 
account  of  the  same,  to  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  6.  The  said  corporation  may,  if  it  see  cause,  com- 
mute said  rates  of  toll  with  any  person  or  persons,  by  taking 
of  him  or  them  a  certain  less  sum,  payable  at  any  stated 
periods,  instead  of  the  toll  aforesaid ;  or  by  taking  of  all 
persons  less  rates  of  toll  than  as  before  specified,  public 

Notice  given,   noticc  of  their  intention  so  to  do,  being  first  given,  by  pub- 


Continuance  of 
tolls. 


filed. 


May  commute 
tolls. 
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lishing  the  same  three  weeks,  successively,  in.  any  newspaper 
printed  in  the  county  of  Essex;  and  the  legislature  may,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  regulate  the  tolls  on  said  bridge,  as  they 
may  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  7.  The  said  city  of  Lawrence,  or  the  county  com-  May  purchase 
missioners  of  the  county  of  Essex,  at  any  time  after  five 
years  from  and  after  the  opening  of  said  bridge  for  travel, 
may  purchase  >  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  free, 
by  paying  to  the  proprietors  thereof,  such  sum  therefor  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  reimburse  them  the  amount  of  money 
by  them  expended  in  building  said  bridge,  and  all  other 
necessary  expenses,  together  with  eight  per  cent,  annual 
interest  thereon :  provided,  however,  that  said  city,  or  said  Proviso, 
county  commissioners,  as  the  case  maybe,  shall,  at  the  same 
time,  purchase  or  offer  to  purchase,  Andover  Bridge,  in  said 
Lawrence,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  also  free,  by  paying 
or  tendering  to  the  proprietors  thereof,  such  sum  therefor 
as  a  board  of  three  disinterested  and  discreet  persons,  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  justices  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  shall,  on  hearing  the  parties,  deem  just 
and  reasonable ;  and  the  said  proprietors,  on  the  receipt  of 
said  sum,  shall  transfer  their  right  and  interest  in  said 
bridge  or  bridges,  to  said  city  or  county  commissioners  as 
aforesaid,  and  thereafter  the  same  shall  be  forever  free,  and 
the  proprietors  exonerated  from  any  further  obligation  en- 
joined by  their  respective  acts  of  incorporation. 

Sect.  8.     This  act  shall  be  of  no  effect,  if  the  corpora- Act  how  made 
tion,  hereby  created,  shall  neglect,  for  the  space  of  three  ^ 
years   from   the    passing  hereof,  to  build  and  finish  said 
bridge.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


An  Act  authorizing  tlie  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Bristol  Chap.  2Qb 
to  lay  out  a  Highway  and  construct  a  Bridge  over  Broad  Cove. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The   county  commissioners   of  the  county  of  Bridge  in  Som- 
Bristol  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  lay  out  a  "^^ ' 
highway  and  construct  a  bridge  over  Broad  Cove,  so  called, 
on  Taunton  Eiver,  in  the  towns  of  Somerset  and  Dighton, 
in  said  county,  at  such  place  as  the  public  convenience  and 
necessity  require :  provided,  that  in  laying  out  said  highway  Proviso, 
and  constructing  said  bridge,  said   county  commissioners 
shall,  in  all  respects,  proceed  according  to  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  laying  out  and  constructing  of  public  highways. 
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When  to  be  Sect.  2.     Said  highway  shall  be  laid  out,  and  said  bridge 

finished.  sliSiW  be  constructed  and  open  for  public  travel,  within  three 

years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [Appi-oved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chap.  267  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Revere  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Samucl  S.  Pcrldns,  James  M.  Keith,  John  B. 
Bridgman,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
Duration.        a  corporatiou,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  by  the  name  of  the  Revere  Insurance  Com- 
pany, to  be   established   in    the  city    of  Boston,    for  the 
purpose  of   making  insurance  against  losses  by  fire,  and 
Powers,  prWi-  maritime  losses ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
eges,    c.        subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth 
in  the  thirty- seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  all  other  general  laws  which  are  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be  in  force,  relative  to  insurance  companies. 
Capital,  Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock 

Sioo.ooo.  ^^  ^^^  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one 
Shares  of  gioo.  hundred  dollars  each,  with  liberty  to  pay  in  and  increase  the 
May  increase  game,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand 
Refustate'  (^ol^^-rs,  and  may  hold  real  estate,  for  its  use,  not  exceeding 
^20,000.     '     twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chap.  268    An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  Serpentine  Paint  and  Fire  Brick 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Name  changed      Sect.  1.     The  Serpentine  Paint  and  Fire  Brick  Company 
shall  hereafter  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Hampden  Paint  and  Chemical  Company. 
Additional  Sect.  2.     Said  compauy  are  hereby  authorized,  in  addi- 

^°^^^-  tion  to  the  powers  heretofore  conferred  on  them,  to  manu- 

facture chemicals. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  of  Boston,  Chap.  269 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Rufus  Anderson,   Joseph  S.   Clark,   Julius  A.  Corporators. 
Palmer,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of   the   Congregational  Library 
Association,  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and^^^P"^®- 
perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and  literature 
of  New  England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  char- 
itable societies;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and j^°^®r^  P"'^^- 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth 
in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Si50,ooo  real 
estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  es^tate!^"""^ 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted 
to   the   aforesaid  purposes.      [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  12,  1854.] 


An  Act  establishing  the  Salaries  of  the  Warden,  Deputy- Warden,  Chap-  Chap.  270 
lain,  and  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  salaries  of  the  warden,  deputy- warden,  Salaries  estab- 
chaplain,  and  inspectors  of  the  State  Prison,  shall  be  as 
follows,  to  wit:  the  warden  shall  have  eighteen  hundred 
dollars;  the  deputy-warden,  twelve  hundred  dollars;  the 
chaplain,  ten  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  inspectors  two  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  per  year ;  which  sums  shall  be  paid  in 
quarterly  payments,  by  the  warden,  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  Prison,  and  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services ;  and  no  other 
perquisite,  reward  or  emolument,  shall  be  allowed  to,  or 
received  by,  either  of  them,  except  that  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  warden  and  deputy-warden  sufficient  house 
room,  with  fuel  and  light  for  themselves  and  families. 

Sect.  2.     All  acts  and  parts   of  acts  inconsistent  with  inconsistent 

,  1  .  ,  IT  11  acts  repealed. 

this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3,     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 
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L/h(ip,  /271  An  Act  in  addition    to    An    Act    to    incorporate    the    Granite    Railway 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

11th  sec.  of  for-      ^ECT.  1.     The  eleventh  section  of  an  act  passed  on  the 

iTi8r    set    rc~ 

pealed.  foui'th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 

ty-six, entitled  ''  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Granite  Eail"vray 
Company,"  whereby  the  stockholders  in  said  company  are 
made  liable,  in  their  persons  and  estates,  for  all  debts  con- 
Proviso,  tracted  by  said  corporation,  is  hereby  repealed :  provided, 
hoioever,  that  this  act  shall  not  affect  contracts  made  before 
this  act  takes  effect. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


Chap.  272  An  Act  to  permit  Simeon  Baker  and  William  S.  Baker  to  Bed  Oysters 

in  Mystic  River. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Simeon  Baker  and  William  S.  Baker  are  hereby  permit- 
ted to  bed  oysters,  in  so  much  of  the  fiats  in  Mystic  River 
as  the  Commonwealth  is  interested  in,  commencing  at  the 
draw  where  the  Boston  and  Maine  Eailroad  crosses  the 
said  Mystic  River,  thence  southerly  to  the  second  channel, 
and  on  both  channels,  easterly  to  their  point  of  meeting"^;  so 
long  as  said  flats  are  not  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  until  the  permission,  hereby  granted,  is 
Proviso.  otherwise  terminated :  provided,  that  the   said  use  of  said 

flats,  or  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall,  in  nowise,  interfere 
with  navigation,  or  with  the  rights  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatever.   {Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1854.] 

Chap.  273  An  Act  to  permit    Benjamin   Baker   and    Benjamin   S.  Wright    to  Bed 

Oysters  in  Mystic  River. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Benjamin  Baker  and  Benjamin  S.  Wright  are  hereby  per- 
mitted to  bed  oysters,  in  so  much  of  the  flats  in  Mystic 
River  as  the   Commonwealth  is  interested  in,  commencing 
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at  the  draw  where  the  Boston  and  Maine  Eailroad  crosses 
the  said  Mystic  River,  and  extending  westerly  between  and 
upon  each  of  the  two  channels,,  a  distance  of  seventy-five  rods, 
and  thence  from  channel  to  channel  at  the  westerly  termina- 
tion of  said  two  boundaries,  so  long  as  said  flats  are  not 
wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  until  the 
permission,  hereby  granted,  is  otherwise  terminated :  pro-  ProTiso. 
vided.  that  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the  said  use  of  the 
said  flats  shall,  in  nowise,  interfere  with  the  navigation,  or 
with  the  private  rights  of  any  person  or  persons  whatever. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Hyde  Park  Company.  Chdl).  274 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Henry  Lyman,  Wm.  P.  Barnard,    Gordon  H.  Corporators. 
Xott,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Hyde  Park  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  quarrving  stone  Purpose, 
and  digging  and  removing  sand  and  gravel,  in  the  town  of 
Dorchester:  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  Powers.duties, 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  ^' 
thirty-eighth    and   forty-fourth    chapters    of    the    Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     And  the   said  corporation,  for  the    purposes  Real  estate, 
aforesaid,  may  own  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  one  fap^^^L  ' 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  capital  stock  of  S300,ow. 
said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars :  and  no  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  Xo  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  de/"^r!    ^^ 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Middlesex  Cko.p.  275 
to  lav  out  a  H'ghwav  and  construct  a  Bridge  over  Mystic  River,  in  the 
Town  of  Med  ford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tiie  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.   1.     The   county  commissioners  of  the   county  of  Bridge  in  Med- 
Middle^ex  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  lay  out  °^  ' 
a  hicfhwav  and  construct  a  bridge  over  Mvstic  River,  in  the 
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town  of  Medford,  in  said  county,  at  such  point  between  the 
bridge  in  the  market-place  in  said  town  and  the  bridge  of 
the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  as  the  public  convenience 
ProTiso.  and  necessity  require  :  provided,  however,  that  said  county 

commissioners  shall  cause  said  bridge  to  be  so  constructed 
as  not  materially  to  interrupt  the  flowage  of  the  water  in 
said  river.  Said  commissioners,  in  laying  out  and  construct- 
ing said  road  and  bridge,  shall  in  all  respects  proceed  as  is 
provided  by  law  for  laying  out  and  constructing  highways. 
When  to  be  Sect.  2.  The  Said  commissioners  shall  locate  said  high- 
completed.  ^^^^  ^^^  complete  and  open  the  same  for  public  travel, 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take   eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      ^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


Chap.  276  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Upton  Hotel  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Elijah  Stoddard,  Orra  Wood,  Elijah  Nelson, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Upton  Hotel, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hotel,  in  the  town  of  Upton, 
and  maintaining  such  public  house,  and  the  buildings  and 
appurtenances  connected  therewith ;  and  for  these  pur- 
Powers,  duties,  poses,  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  sub- 
**'•  ject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in 

the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes :  provided. 
Proviso.  however,  that  said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on  the  busi- 

ness of  hotel-keeping. 
Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  'such  real  and  per- 
persona  estate  g^j^g^j  property,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  amount  fifteen  thousand 
No  shares  to  dollars :   provided,  hoivever,  thsit  no  shares   in  the   capital 
der  par.^*^  ^"    stock  of  Said  Corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 
of  the  shares  which  shall  first  be  issued. 
Transfer  of  Sect.  '3.     When  any  stockholder  in  this  corporation  shall 

stock.  transfer  his  stock  in  this  corporation,  a  certificate  of  such 

transfer  shall  forthwith  be  deposited  witli  the  town  clerk  of 
the  town  of  Upton,  who  shall  note  the  time  when  the  same 
was  deposited,  and  record  the  certificate,  at  full  length,  on 
the  record  book  of  the  town ;  and  no  transfer  of  such  stock 
shall  be  valid  against  the  creditors  of  such  stockholder. 
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until  such  certificate  shall  have  been  deposited  and  recorded 
as  aforesaid.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Adams.  Chop.  277 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  : 

Sect.  1.     A  Police   Court  is  hereby  established,  in  the  Police  court 
town  of  Adams,  to  consist  of  one  competent  and  discreet  ^^^^ 
person,  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  exclu-  Jurisdiction. 
sive  jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors, 
committed  within  said  town  of  Adams,  whereof  justices  of 
the  peace  now  have,  or  may  have,  jurisdiction ;  also  of  all 
suits  and  actions  which  may  now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter, 
be  heard,  tried  and  determined,  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  whenever  all  the  parties 
shall  reside  in  Adams,  and  service  of  the  writ  is  had  on  the 
defendant  in  said  county.  The  said  court  shall  have  origi- 
nal and  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  justices  of  the  peace  in 
said  county  of  Berkshire,  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  mis- 
demeanors, whereof  justices  of  the  peace,  within  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  now  have,  or  may  have,  jurisdiction ;  also  of 
all  suits  and  actions  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  justice  of 
the  peace  within  the  county  of  Berkshire ;  but  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas. 

Sect.  3.     An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments  Appeal 
of  said  police  court,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  same   ex-*^ 
tent,  that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law,  from  judgments 
of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  justice  of  the  said  police 
court  shall  not  be   of   counsel  to   any  party  in  any  cause 
which  may  be  pending  in  said  court. 

Sect.  4.  All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crim-  Fines,  costs, 
inal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  received  by,  or  paid  into  ^^sed  of. 
the  hands  of  the  justice  of  said  court,  shall  be  by  him  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are  by  law  pre- 
scribed in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace.  All  costs  in 
such  prosecutions  not  thus  received,  shall  be  made  up,  taxed, 
certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace. 
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What  fees  Sect.  5.     The  justicG  of  Said  court  shall  retain  to  his 

retain™^^       own  use,  all  fees  by  him  received,  or  which  now  accrue  to 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  actions  and  criminal  pros- 
ecutions, in  full  compensation  for  all  services  assigned  to 
him  by  the  provisions  of  this  act :  provided,  that  he  shall 
Fees  over  ^350  not  retain,  for  his  services  in  criminal  prosecutions,  a  sum 
treiuren ''''^^  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually,  but  shall 
pay  over  to  the  county  treasurer,  all  fees  received  by  him 
in  criminal  prosecutions,  over  and  above  that  sum. 
Court,  how  of-      Sect.  6.     A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice,  at  some 
en  o  e   e  .  g^j^g^i^jg  placc  in  Said  town  of  Adams,  to  be  provided  at  the 
expense  of  said  justice,  on  two  several  days  of  each  week, 
at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much  oftener  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance   of  crimes,  offences 
and  misdemeanors ;  and  on  two  several  days  in  each  week, 
to  be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  justice,  for  the 
trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions.     The  justice  of  said  court 
may  adjourn  said  court,  as  justices  of  the  peace  may  now 
adjourn  the  same  hearings  or  trials,  and  he  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the   orderly  and 
uniform  conducting  of  the  business  thereof. 
Shall  keep  a         Sect.  7.     The  justicc   of   Said   court  shall  keep  a  fair 
make^return!^   rccord  of  all  proceedings  in  said  court,  and  shall  make  re- 
turn to   the  several  courts,  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of 
his  doings  therein,  in  the   same  manner  as  justices  of  the 
peace  are  now  by  law  required  to   do ;  and  he  shall  also, 
annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen 
of  the  said  town  of  Adams,  a  true  and  faithful  statement  of 
money  actually  received  by  him  as  fees,  and  all  charges  and 
fees  which  are  outstanding,  and  claimed  to   be   due  to  him 
at  the  date  of  such  exhibit. 
One  special  Sect.  8.     There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 

justice.  ^^^  ^^^j^  ^1^^  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one  special 

justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,   sickness,  interest  or  any  other  disability  of  the 
standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to  hear 
and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until  such  disability 
How  paid.        bc  rciuovcd.     The  said  special  justice  shall  be  paid  for  the 
services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees  received  in  said 
court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice  would  be  entitled  to 
for  the  same  services. 
Pending  ac-         Sect.  9.     All  suits,  actious  and  prosecutions,  which  shall 
poTed  of?"'  ^^^'  ^6  pending  within  the    said  town  of  Adams,  before    any 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall 
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be  heard   and    determined    as   though    this    act   had   not 
passed. 

Sect.  10.     The  governor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  Justices,  when 
the  advice  and'consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand-  ^ 
ing  and  special  justice  at  any  time  after  receiving  notice  of 
the  adoption  of  this  act  by  the  town  of  Adams,  as  herein- 
after mentioned. 

Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  inhabitants  f^^t  void,  un- 

IGSS       3-CC6T!)tG(.T 

of  the  town  of  Adams,  at  a  legal  town  meeting  called  for  by  written  vote 

that  purpose,  shall,  by  a  written  vote,  determine  to  adopt 

the  same,  within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 

and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk  of 

said  town  of  Adams,  to  certify  that  fact  to  his  excellency 

the  governor,  if  the  town  should  so  vote  to  accept  this  act. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  York  and  Boston  Atmospheric  Despatch  Chap.  278 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  aiid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     William  Eopes,  Ithiel  S.  Eichardson,  Thomas  Corporators. 
J.  Whittemore,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  New  York  and 
Boston  Atmospheric  Despatch  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  Purpose, 
purchasing  of  the  Atmospheric  Telegraphic  Company,  the 
right  to  use  their  method,  called  the  Atmospheric  Telegraph 
and  Railway,  for  the  rapid  conveyance  of  the  mails  and 
freight  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Boston,  and 
intermediate  places ;  and  for  the  further  purpose  of  con- 
structing a  line   of   the   said  telegraph  and  railway,  and 
carrying  on  the  business  of  transportation  on  said  line ; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  Powers.duties, 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-  *°' 
eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  company  are  empowered  to  locate.  Location, 
construct  and  maintain,  an  atmospheric  telegraph  and  rail- 
way, commencing  at  some  convenient  point  in  or  near  the 
city  of  Boston,  thence  through  the  towns  of  Brookline, 
Brighton,  Newton,  Weston,  Needham,  Natick,  Framingham,  . 
Ashland,  Southborough,  Westborough,  Grafton,  Millbury,  to 
some  convenient  point  in  the  city  of  Worcester ;  thence 
from  said  city  of  Worcester  through  the  towns  of  Auburn, 
Oxford,  Leicester,  Charlton,  Spencer,  Brookfield,  Warren, 
Brimfield,  Palmer,  Monson,  Wilbraham,  to  some  convenient 
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Capital  stock, 
5,000  shares, 
of  glOO  each. 
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Proviso. 


May  take  ne- 
cessary lands. 
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Liability    of 
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point  in  the  city  of  Springfield ;  thence  from  said  city  of 
Springfield,  through  the  town  of  Longmeadow,  to  the  line 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Sect.  3.  The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  consist 
of  not  more  than  five  thousand  shares,  the  number  of  which 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  fixed  by  its  directors,  not  to 
exceed,  at  any  time,  the  number  of  shares  above  stated,  and 
no  assessments  shall  be  laid,  of  a  greater  amount  thereon, 
in  the  whole,  than  one  hundred  dollars  on  each  share ;  and 
no  shares  shall  be  issued  by  said  company  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 
of  the  shares  which  shall  first  be  issued. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  company  are  empowered  to  construct 
the  said  atmospheric  telegraph  and  railway,  in  such  manner 
and  form  as  they  shall  deem'most  expedient :  provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  tube  of  said  telegraph  and  railway  shall  not 
be  of  greater  size  than  two  feet  in  diameter,  and  that  all 
substances  transported  by  said  telegraph  and  railway  shall 
pass  through  the  said  tube ;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  said 
company  are  authorized  to  lay  out  their  line  of  telegraph 
and  railway  two  rods  wide,  through  the  whole  length;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  cuttings,  embankments,  and  obtaining 
stone  and  gravel,  and  erecting  depots  and  ofiices,  may  take 
as  much  more  land  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  con- 
struction, security  and  business  of  said  telegraph  and  rail- 
way :  and  provided,  also,  if  said  company  shall  not  be  able 
to  obtain  such  land  or  materials  by  an  agreement  with  the 
owner  thereof,  they  shall  pay  therefor  such  damages  as  shall 
be  estimated  and  determined  by  the  county  commissioners 
for  the  county  where  the  same  may  be  situated ;  and  no 
land  or  material  without  the  limits  of  said  line,  shall  be  so 
taken  without  the  permission  of  the  owner  thereof,  unless 
the  commissioners,  on  the  application  of  said  corporation, 
(and  after  due  notice  shall  have  been  given  to  the  said 
owner,)  shall  first  prescribe  the  limits,  within  which  such 
land  or  materials  shall  be  taken  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Sect.  5.  Said  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all 
damages  that  shall  be  occasioned  by  laying  out  and  making 
and  maintaining  their  said  telegraph  and  railway,  or  by 
taking  any  land  or  materials,  as  set  forth  in  section  four  of 
this  act  of  incorporation ;  and  such  damages  shall  be  esti- 
mated by  the  county  commissioners,  in  the  manner  provided 
in  the  case  of  laying  out  highways ;  and  when  it  is  intended 
to  take  any  land  or  materials,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the 
corporation,  as  well  as  the  said  owner,  may  apply  to  the 


1854.— Chapter  279.  201 

county  commissioners  to  estimate  the  damages,  before  the 
actual  taking  and  appropriating  of  such  land  or  materials, 
by  the  said  corporation,  and  in  case  of  such  application  be- 
ing made  to  the  county  commissioners,  either  by  any  such 
owner,  or  by  the  said  corporation,  for  an  estimate  of  dam- 
ages, the  said  county  commissioners  shall,  if  requested  by 
said  owner,  require  the  said  corporation  to  give  security,  to  Corporation  to 
the  satisfaction  of  said  county  commissioners,  for  the  pay- ^^^^^^'^'^^  ^' 
ment  of  all  such  damages  and  costs  as  shall  be  awarded  by 
the  said  county  commissioners,  or  by  a  jury,  as  herein-after 
provided,  for  the  land  or  other  property  so  taken ;  and  all 
the  right  or  authority  of  the  said  corporation,  to  enter  upon 
or  use  said  land  or  other  property,  except  for  making  sur- 
veys, shall  be  suspended,  until  they  shall  give  such  security. 

Sect.  6.  Either  party,  if  dissatisfied  with  any  estimate  Parties  may 
made  by  the  county  commissioners,  may  applj'  for  a  jury  to  ^^.Tejury,  &c. 
assess  the  damages,  either  at  the  same  meeting  at  which 
such  estimate  shall  be  completed  and  returned,  or  at  the 
next  regular  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners,  after 
said  application  shall  have  been  made ;  and  the  like  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  thereon,  as  are  provided  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  for  the  recovery 
of  damages  for  laying  out  highways. 

Sect.  7.  Any  person  who  shall  unlawfully  and  intention-  Penalty  for  in- 
ally  injure,  molest,  or  destroy,  any  of  the  tubes,  pipes,  piers  |j'i""^^(,p°g™y'^' 
or  abutments,  or  any  of  the  materials  or  property  of  said 
company,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  not 
more  than  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court 
having  cognizance   thereof.      [Appj-oved  by  the   Governor,  * 

April  12,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  lay  out  a  Highway.  CIlOU.  279 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  Highway. 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  lay  out  a  highway, 
in  continuation  of  Clinton  Street,  in  said  Boston,  not  ex- 
ceeding sixty  feet  wide,  and  extending  from  the  easterly  width. 
line  of  Commercial  Street,  easterly  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  feet ;  and  from  some  point  on  the  said  con- 
tinuation, extending  north-easterly,  not  exceeding  sixty  feet 
26 
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Corporators. 


wide,  and  nearly  parallel  with  said  Commercial  Street,  to 
Eastern  Packet  Pier ;  and  from  some  point  on  the  said  con- 
tinuation of  Clinton  Street,  extending  south-westerly,  not 
exceeding  forty-feet  in  width,  to  City  Wharf,  so  called :  pro- 
Proviso.  vided,  that  the  assent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  flats,  over 

which  the  said  highway  shall  pass,  shall  be  first  obtained. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chan   280  ^^  ^^^  *°  incorporate  the  Firemen's  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Peter  C.  Jones,  John  S.  Tyler,  Gardner  G. 
Hubbard,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Firemen's  Life  Insurance 
Company,  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  insurance  on  lives  of  firemen  and  others, 
Powers.duties,  with  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  There  shall  be  an  original  guarantee  capital 
stock,  subscribed  to  the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  to  be  divided  into  shares,  by 
the  corporation,  half  of  which  shall  be  paid  in  in  money, 
before  the  said  corporation  shall  go  into  operation,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  insurance ;  the  other  half  of  the  said 
stock  may  be  called  for  by  the  directors,  from  time  to  time, 
when  they  deem  it  necessary  or  expedient,  and  shall  be  paid 
in  by  the  holders  of  the  stock ;  which  shall  always  stand 
pledged  to  the  corporation,  for  all  such  assessments  so 
called  for. 

Sect.  3.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  corporation,  a  num- 
ber of  directors,  not  less  than  twelve,  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  subscribers  to  the  guarantee  stock,  who  shall  hold  their 
ofhce  for  one  year,  and  until  others  shall  be  chosen  in  their 
stead.  At  all  subsequent  elections  of  directors,  the  number 
shall  be  such  as  may  have  been  provided  for  by  a  previous 
vote  of  the  directors,  or  by-law  of  the  corporation;  and 
in  case  of  no  provision  on  this  subject,  the  number  shall  be 
the  same  as  at  the  first  election,  one-half  of  whom  shall  be 
elected  by  the  subscribers  to  the  guarantee  stock,  and  the 
other  half  by  the  assured,  not  being  holders  of  the  guar- 
antee stock,  voting  in  separate  bodies.     The  directors  shall 
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all  be  either  stockholders  or  assured ;  and,  in  ceasing  to  be 
such,  shall  cease  to  hold  the  said  office. 

Sect.  4.  Whenever  the  net  surplus  receipts  of  the  said  Dividends. 
corporation,  over  the  losses  and  expenses,  and  after  pro- 
viding for  risks,  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  the  stock- 
holders shall  be  entitled  to  an  annual  dividend  of  seven  per 
cent.,  or  to  such  less  dividend,  as  may  be  agreed  on  at  the 
time  of  subscribing  for  the  stock ;  and  in  case  of  such  div- 
idend not  being  made,  in  any  one  year,  it  shall  be  made 
good  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  net  resources  of  the 
company  shall  be  sufficient  for  paying  the  same. 

Sect.  5.  The  funds  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  Funds,  how  in- 
invested  in  such  purchases  and  loans,  as  are  permitted  to  ^'^^  ^ 
savings  banks,  in  the  seventy-eighth  and  seventy-ninth  sec- 
tions of  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one.  The  said  company 
may  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  suitable  offices  for  the  institu- 
tion. 

Sect.  6.  After  providing  for  risks,  losses,  incidental  ex-  Surplus  funds, 
penses  and  dividends,  as  aforesaid,  the  directors  shall  set  °^^  ^^^  '^  " 
apart  one-quarter  of  the  estimated  surplus  funds  and  re- 
ceipts, as  a  reserved  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  redemption 
of  the  guarantee  stock ;  and  whenever,  after  the  expiration 
of  ten  years,  from  the  time  of  organizing  the  company,  the 
amount  of  such  fund  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  assured  shall  vote  to  redeem  the  said  guarantee  stock, 
the  same  shall  be  redeemed. 

Sect.  7.     Upon  the  redemption  and  extinction   of  the  Directors,  how 
guarantee  stock,  under  the  provision  of  the  sixth  section  of  ^  °^^"' 
this  act,  the  directors  shall  be  chosen  by  the  assured. 

Sect.  8.     At  the  expiration  of  every  five  years  from  the  Remainder  of 
time   of   the  organization  of  the  company,  the  remaining  ^^^"^  ^^ 
three-quarters  of  the  estimated  surplus  funds  and  receipts, 
shall  be  reimbursed  to  and  among  the   assured,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  amount  of  premiums  paid  during  the  pre- 
ceding five  years. 

Sect.  9.     The  said  corporation  shall,  on  the  third  Mon-  One-third prof- 
day  of  January  in  each  year,  pay  over  to   the  trustees  of '^^^^^  ' 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  one-third  of  the  net 
profits,  if  any,  which  shall  have  arisen  from  insurance  on 
lives,  made  during  the  preceding  year.     [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


204  1854.— Chapters  281,  282. 

Ghcf.p.  281  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Merrimack  Steam  Mills. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Warren  Dockuni;  JoliR  B.  Atwood,  Tliomas  At- 
wood,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  of  the  Merrimack  Steam  Mills,  for  the 
Purpose.         purpose  of  manufacturing  lumber,  at  Newburyport ;  and  for 
Privileges,  lia- this  purpose  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
1 1  les,  'c.      i^g  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set 
forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,  Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore- 

capUai, '  said,  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty-five 

^50,000.  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  ex- 

ceed fifty  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to       Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
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der  par.  tiou  shall  be  issucd  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 

paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued.  \ Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
12,  1854.] 

Ghap.  ZoZ         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Sagamore  Hotel  Company,  in  Lynn. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         ^^01.  1.     Jamcs  N.  Buffuui,  Moscs  S.  Breed,  J.  B.  Lamper, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Sagamore  Hotel 
Purpose.  Company,  in  Lynn,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hotel  in 

the  city  of  Lynn,  and  maintaining  the  same,  and  the  build- 
ings and  appurtenances  connected  therewith ;  and  for  those 
purposes,  said  corporation  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 
Powers,  privi-  privileges,  and  be   subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
leges,  &c.        restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Proviso.  Revised  Statutes  :  provided,  however,  that  said  corporation 

shall  not  carry  on  the  business  of  hotel-keeping,  or  be  in 
any  way  interested  in  said  business. 
Hold  real  and  Sect.  2.  The  wholc  amouut  of  real  and  pcrsonal  cstatc, 
persona  es  a  e  ^^  capital  stock,  whicli  Said  Corporation  may  hold,  shall  not 
exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars :  provided,  however,  that  no 
No  shares  to  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be 
^e^issue  un  er  jgg^g^j  f^j.  g^  j^ggg  ^^^  ^p  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on 
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each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first 
issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor ,  April  12,  1854.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Barnstable  Chcip.  283 
to  lay  out  a  Highway  and  construct  a  Bridge  over  East  Harbor. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  county  commissioners  of  the  county  of  ^"d?ein 
Barnstable  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  lay 
out  a  highway  and  construct  a  bridge  over  East  Harbor,  so 
called,  in  the  towns  of  Provincetown  and  Truro,  in  said 
county,  at  such  place  as  the  public  necessity  may  require : 
provided,  however,  that  the  cost  of  constructing  said  high-  Pio'^'iso- 
way  and  bridge  shall  be  equally  apportioned  between  said 
towns,  except  so  much  of  said  cost  as  shall  be  laid  upon 
said  county:  s^ndi provided, further,  that  after  said  highway 
shall  have  been  made  and  said  bridge  shall  have  been  con- 
structed, the  cost  of  maintaining  and  repairing  the  same 
shall  be  equall}^  borne  by  &aid  towns.  Said  commissioners 
shall,  in  all  respects,  except  as  aforesaid,  proceed  as  is  now 
provided  by  law  for  laying  out  and  constructing  public  high- 
ways. 

Sect.  2.     Said  highway  shall  be  laid  out,  and  said  bridge  when  to  be 
shall  be  constructed  and  opened  for  public  use,  Avithin  two  '^°™^  ^^^ 
years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.  J 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Sewing  Machine  Company.  Chap.  284 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho7'ity  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  William  0.  Grover,  0.  B.  Potter,  William  E.  Corporators. 
Baker,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Sewing  Machine 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  sewing  machines 
and  machinery,  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston  and 
county  of  Suffolk ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  Powers, duties, 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth 
in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 
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Hold  real  and  Sect.  2.  Said  corporatioii  may  hold  real  and  personal 
personal  estate  ggtate,  neccssarj  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 

not  exceeding  in  amount  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
No  shares  to  dollars:  provided,  Jiow  ever,  thsit  no  shares  in  the  capital 
der  par!  ""^     stock  of  Said  Corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or 

amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 

of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued.     [Approved  by  the 

Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

G/lGp,  2oD  An  Act  concerning  the  Alewive  Fishery  in  Herring  River,  in  the  Town  of 

Sandwich. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Indians  may  Sect.  1,  The  Herring  Pond  tribe  of  Indians  shall  be 
entitled  to  fish  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  known  as 
Herring  River,  in  the  town  of  Sandwich,  in  their  ancient 
way,  above  the  wear  established  on  said  river,  to  the  land 
*  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Nathan  B.  Gibbs,  deceased,  on 
those  days  prescribed  by  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  agree- 
ably to  an  act  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four ;  and 
also  to  receive  from  the  town  of  Sandwich  two  barrels  for 
each  family,  annually. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chap.  286  An  Act  to  authorize  Railroad  Companies  to  issue  Bonds. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Railroad  cor-       Sect.  1.     Any  railroad  corporation  established  by  the 
Fs°suVbonds.^^  l^ws  of  tliis  Commonwealth  may  issue  bonds  for  the  purpose 
of  funding  its  floating  debt,  or  for  money  which  it  may  bor- 
Proviso.  row  for  any  purpose  sanctioned  by  law:  provided,  however, 

that  such  corporation  shall,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  at  a 
meeting  of  its  stockholders  called  for  that  purpose  be 
authorized  to  issue  the  same ;  and  provided  that  the  bonds 
so  issued  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  of  capital 
stock  actually  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  of  said  company. 
jVot  less  than  Sect.  2.  Such  bonds  may  be  issued  in  sums  of  not  less 
^  ^^'^  ■  than  one  hundred  dollars  each,  payable  at  periods  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  years  from  the  date  thereof,  and  may  bear 
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a  rate  of  interest  not  exceedin,^  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
payable  annually  or  semi-annually. 

Sect.  3.  No  railroad  corporation,  having  issued  any  Mortgages  to 
bonds  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  subsequently 
make  or  execute  any  mortgage  upon  its  road,  equipments 
and  franchise,  or  any  of  its  property,  real  or  personal,  with- 
out including  in  and  securing  by  said  mortgage  all  such 
bonds  previously  issued,  and  all  other  preexisting  debts  and 
liabilities  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  4.     No  such  bond  shall  be  issued  by  any  railroad  Bonds  to  be 
corporation  unless  approved  by  one  or  more  of  the  finance  ^ 
committee  of  said  corporation,  or  some  other  person  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  who  shall  certify  that   said  bond 
is  properly  issued,  and  recorded  upon  the  books   of  the 
corporation. 

Sect.  5.     All  bonds  or  notes  which  have  been;  or  which  ^^^  bonds  coi- 

1  ^i         1         •  -XI  -IT  ,•  1     11  lectable  in  law. 

may  hereaiter  be,  issued  by  any  railroad  corporation,  shall 
be  binding  and  collectable  in  law,  notwithstanding  such 
notes  or  bonds  were  negotiated  and  sold  by  such  corpora- 
tion, or  their  agents,  at  less  than  par.  [App7^oved  by  the 
Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  relation    to  Commissioners  of  tlie  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Nor-  Chap.  287 
wich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  Commissioners 
treasurer  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  °  ^'°  '°^  ^'^ 
for  the  time  being,  and  one  person  to  be  appointed  by  the 
governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  be  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund,  provided  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the 
legislature,  passed  March  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  extend  the 
time  of  the  State  loan  to  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail- 
road Company." 

Sect.'  2.     The   said  commissioners   shall  have  the  care  Custody  of 
and  management  of  all  the  moneys,  funds  and  securities,  at  ^^  ^' 
any  time  belonging  to  said  sinking  fund ;  but  the  moneys 
uninvested,  and  all  the   securities  of  said  fund,  shall  be  in 
the  custody  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  3,     Said  commissioners  shall,  from  time  to  time,  Funds. how 
at  their  disci»etion,  invest  the  moneys  on  hand,  securely,  and 
so   that  they  shall  be  productive;  and  the   same  may  be 
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Proviso. 


Records  and 
returns. 


loaned  on  interest  to  any  county,  city  or  town,  or  any  bank 
of  this  Commonwealtli,  or  to  any  county  or  city  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut ;  or  they  may  be  loaned  on  interest,  well 
secured  by  mortgage  of  real  estate,  or  by  pledge  of  the 
scrip  or  stocks  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  or  of  any  New  England  State,  or  of  any  cit- 
ies, counties  or  towns  aforesaid,  or  of  the  stocks  of  any 
railroad  corporation  in  this  State,  whose  road  is  completed, 
and  whose  original  capital  is  wholly  paid  in,  and  whose  road 
and  property  are  unincunibered,  and  whose  debts  do  not 
exceed  one-tenth  part  of  their  capital  paid  in :  provided, 
however,  that  the  amount  loaned  on  mortgage,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed one-half  the  value  of  the  property  mortgaged ;  such 
property  being  subject  to  no  prior  mortgage.  And  said 
commissioners  may  invest  a  part,  not  exceeding  one-third  of 
said  funds,  in  any  of  said  state,  county,  town  or  city  stocks, 
and  they  may  sell  and  transfer  any  stock  or  securities  be- 
longing to  said  fund. 

Sect.  4.  Said  commissioners  shall  keep  a  true  record  of 
all  their  proceedings ;  they  shall,  annually,  in  the  month  of 
January,  make  a  report  to  the  legislature,  setting  forth  their 
proceedings  for  the  year  preceding,  the  amount  and  condi- 
tion of  said  funds,  and  the  income  of  the  several  parts 
thereof  for  the  year;  which  records  and  securities,  and 
the  books  of  account  belonging  thereto,  shall,  at  all  times, 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  governor  and  council,  or  of 
any  committee  of  the  legislature ;  and  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  receive  for  their  services,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  annually.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
13,  1854.] 


Chap.  288  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  East  Sandwich  Dyking  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Enoch  Shovc,  Samucl  Nye,  Joseph  Hoxie,  3d, 

their  associates  and   successors,  proprietors  of  fresh  and 

salt  meadows,  bordering  on  Scorton   Creek,   so   Called,  in 

the  town  of  Sandwich,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by 

the  name  of  the  East  Sandwich  Dyking  Company ;  with  all 

Powers,duties,  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to   all  the  duties,  re- 

*^-  strictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter 

Additional       of  thc  Reviscd  Statutes ;  with  authority  to  hold  real  and 

sonaWstate]    personal  estate,  (in  addition  to  the  meadow  enclosed,)  to 

an  amount  not  exceeding  in  value  ten  thousand  dollars. 
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Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  con- May  construct 
struct  a  dyke  across  said  creek,  at  or  near  the  place  where  ^  ^^^^'  *°" 
the  county  road  crosses  said  creek,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
flow  of  the  salt  water  above  the  line   of  said  dyke,  for  the 
purpose  of  draining  the  meadows  there  situate,  and  convert- 
ing the  same  into  fresh  meadow  or  tillage  land ;  and  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this  sec- 
tion, said  corporation  is   hereby  authorized  to   exercise  all  Exercise  cer- 
the  powers  and  privileges  which  are  conferred  upon  com- ^^^"  p"^^'^^^^" 
missioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
one  hundred  and  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  3.     Said  dyke  shall  be  provided  with  a  sufficient  Water-course 
opening   or   gateway,   to   permit  the  waters  accumulating  ^°*^®''^p^°p^'^ 
above,  to  pass  off  when  necessary  or  expedient.     And  said 
corporation  shall  have  authority  to   raise  the  water  above 
said  dyke,  for  the  purpose   of  creating  a  water-power,  and  May  create 
shall  be  the  exclusive  proprietors  of  said  water-power,  with  ^^ter-power. 
the  sole  right  of  directing,  using,  selling,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posing of  the  same,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient :  provided,  Proviso. 
however,  that  no  interference  of  private  rights  is  occasioned 
thereby. 

Sect.  4.  Said  corporation  shall  have  the  exclusive  own-  Ri^^t  of  fish- 
ership  of  any  alewive  or  other  fishery,  created  in  conse-  ery- 
quence  of  the  location  and  construction  of  said  dyke, 
together  with  the  right  of  regulating  such  fisheries  in  said 
creek,  above  and  below  said  dyke,  to  the  sea,  and  within 
the  boundaries  of  said  meadows,  and  of  taking  such  ale- 
wives  and  other  fish  therein,  to  their  own  exclusive  use. 

Sect.  5.     All  persons  who  now  are,  or   shall  hereafter  Members, 
become  owners   of  land,  to  be  aifected  by  said  dyke,  may 
become  members  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  6.  Any  persons,  owning  lands  injured  by  the  con-  Damages,  how 
struction  or  maintenance  of  said  dyke,  may  obtain  compen-  recovered, 
sation  for  such  injury,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  one 
hundred  and  sixteenth  chapter  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  for 
the  compensation  of  persons  whose  lands  may  be  injured 
by  the  erection  of  dams.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  13,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Safety  Brake  Manufacturing  Company.  Hhn^^   289 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Israel  Whitney,    Salem  T.  Lamb,    Charles  H.  Corporators. 
Brown,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
27 
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corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Safety  Brake 
Purpose.         Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing- 
car  brakes  and  other  machinery,  in  the  counties  of  Sufiolk 
Duties,  liabiii-  and  Middlesex ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
ties,  &c.  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth 

in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes, 
^eai  estate,         Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
capitai,   '        said,  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  one  hundred 
^500,000.        aj^(j  Q^^ij  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall 
not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be   di- 
vided into  equal  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 
No  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
der  pin   "'^     tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value   of   the   shares  first 
issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take   cfl'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governo?^,  April  13,  1854.] 


Chap.  290  An  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of  South  Reading. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  foUoics  : 

A  fire  department  is  hereby  established  in  the  town  of 
South  Reading ;  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities,  and  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  set  forth 
and  contained  in  an  act  entitled  *'  An  Act  to  regulate  Fire 
Departments,"  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  in  all  sub- 
sequent acts  relating  to  fire  departments.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 

Chap.  291  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Somerville  Gas  Light  Company. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Augustus  R.  Pope,  James  M.  Shute,  Enoch 
Robinson,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Somerville  Gas  Light 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  gas, 
in  the  town  of  Somerville ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges, and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
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Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purpose  afore-  Real  estate, 
said,  hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  forty  thousand  fapitai, ' 
dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  one  ^i50,ooo. 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.      Said   corporation,  with   the   consent    of    the  ^^^y  open  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  Somerville,  shall  have  the  power  pipes"  &c^^ 
and  authority  to  open  the  grounds,  in  any  part  of  the  streets, 
lanes  and  highways,  in  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sink- 
ing and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be 
necessary  to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said 
corporation,  after  opening  the  grounds  in  such  streets,  lanes 
or  highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  again  into  repair, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance :  pro-  Proviso. 
vided,  however,  that  said  selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
at  all  times  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control, 
the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  corporation,  which  may,  in 
any  manner,  aflFect  the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  ^\,^'^^',^^  ^° 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  der  par. 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the   shares  which 
shall  first  be  issued.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  13, 
1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Atlantic  Mutual    Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  CtlCip.  292 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Jonathan  Nickerson,  Samuel  Soper,  John  Adams,  their  Corporators, 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
by  the  name  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Fire  and  Marine  Insu- 
rance Company,  to  be  established  in  Provincetown,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-eight  years,  for  the  purpose  of  making  in-  Duration, 
surance  on  the  mutual  principle,  against  losses  by  fire,  and 
also,  against  maritime  losses ;  with  all  the  powers  and  priv-  Powcrs.duties, 
ileges,  and  subject  to  all  the   duties,  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties, set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  statutes  which  have  since 
been  passed,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  passed,  relating  to 
mutual  fire  and  marine  insurance  companies.     [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 
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Fishing   limits 
prescribed. 


iyhnp.  Za'o       An  Act  concerning  Seine  Fishing  in  the  Harbor  of  New  Bedford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprcsenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Instead  of  the  limits  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
April  twentieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine, 
for  the  use  of  any  seine  or  net  in  the  harbors  of  New  Bed- 
ford and  Fairhaven,  the  following  limits  are  hereby  pre- 
scribed, namely :  from  a  point  called  Butler's  Rock,  on  New 
Bedford  shore,  to  the  beacon  on  Egg  Island ;  thence  on  a 
course,  north-east  by  east,  to  the  Fairhaven  shore ;  and  so 
much  of  the  above-mentioned  act  as  authorizes  seining  for 
menhaden,  and  all  other  parts  thereof  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 


Inconsistent 
act  repealed. 


Chap.  294 


Removal  of 
sea-weed,  &c. 


Penalty. 


An  Act  concerning  Beaches  in  the  Town  of  Nahant. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  No  person  shall  carry  away  or  remove,  by  land 
or  water,  any  sea-weed,  sand,  stones,  gravel  or  mud,  from 
either  of  the  beaches  called  Long  Beach  or  Little  Beach, 
in  the  town  of  Nahant,  without  permission  first  obtained 
from  the  selectmen  of  said  town  of  Nahant,  or  from  some 
person  or  persons  duly  authorized,  by  the  selectmen  of  said 
town,  to  grant  such  permission. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  offence, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by 
complaint  or  indictment,  in  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction; one-half  for  the  use  of  the  complainant,  the  other 
half  for  the  use  of  said  town  of  Nahant. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 


Chap.  295  ^"  -^^^  relating  to  the  Unlawful  Use  of  Private  Property. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Unlawful  tak-      Every  person  who  shall,  wilfully  and  without  right,  take, 
ingo  animas.  ^^.^^  ^^  ^.^^   away  any  liorse,  ass,  mule  or  other  draught 
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animal,  the  property  of  another,  which  may  be  left  in  any 
way,  street,  court,  lane  or  alley,  or  under  any  shed  in  this 
Commonwealth,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  other 
person  having  the  legal  custody,  care  or  control  of  the  same, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall 
be  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than 
three  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  house  of 
correction  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months  :  provided,  Proviso. 
however,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  apply  to  any  case  where  the  taking  of  the  property  of 
another  is  with  the  intent  to  steal  the  same.  [Approved  by 
the  Goverfior,  April  13,  1854.] 


An    Act  to   aid   the   Erection   of   a   Monument  commemoralive  of   the  Chap.  296 
Declaration  of  American  Independence. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  For  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  the  others  of  Trustees  ap- 
the  thirteen  original  States  in  the  necessary  measures  for  P"^"*^^*^- 
the  construction  and  maintenance,  in  the  public  square  ad- 
joining Independence  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  of  a 
monument  to  commemorate  the  Declaration  of  American 
Independence,  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint, 
with  the  consent  of  the  council,  a  suitable  person  to  be  a 
trustee  or  agent,  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  the 
board  of  trustees  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  said  States 
respectively,  for  the  same  purpose,  with  the  like  powers. 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  trustees,  when  nine  Duty, 
or  more  shall  have  been  appointed  by  as  many  of  the  said 
thirteen  States,  to  determine  the  design,  plan,  materials 
and  expense  of  the  said  monument,  and  to  prepare  a  state- 
ment exhibiting  the  proportion  to  be  contributed  by  each  of 
the  original  thirteen  States  to  defray  the  said  expense, 
assuming  as  a  rule  for  said  proportion  the  numerical  repre- 
sentation at  this  time  of  each  such  State  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  periods  when,  in  their  judgment,  the  instalments  of  the 
said  contributions  will  be  required.  In  determining  the 
said  design,  an  appropriate  place  on  the  exterior  of  such 
monument  shall  be  provided  for  each  contributing  State,  to 
contain  such  inscription  as  the  State  shall  direct,  commemo- 
rative of  some  citizen  or  citizens  of  her  own  who  took  part 
in  the  responsibility  of  the  declaration  of  the  independence 
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To  report  de-  of  the  Said  States.  The  said  trustees  are  to  report  to  such 
sign,  plan,  &c.  ^^  ^^^  States  represented  by  them,  with  all  reasonable  ex- 
pedition, the  design,  plan  and  expense  of  said  monument  as 
proposed  by  them,  and  the  said  statement  of  proportionate 
contributions.  When  the  said  States  Shall  have  made  pro- 
visions for  contributing  their  respective  quotas  of  the  said 
expense,  the  said  board  of  trustees  shall  be  authorized  to 
proceed  and  construct  the  said  monument  and  a  sufficient 
railing  around  the  same,  and  shall  receive  and  expend  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  that  purpose  by  the  different 
States.  They  will  appoint  the  necessary  superintendents 
and  agents,  and  may  authorize  a  committee  of  their  board 
To  render  ac-  to  rcccivc  and  take  charge  of  all  moneys  contributed.  When 
the  said  monument  shall  be  finished,  the  board  of  trustees 
shall  render  an  account  to  their  respective  States  of  the 
moneys  received  and  expended  by  them,  or  under  their 
direction,  which  shall  be  verified  by  the  oaths  of  the  prin- 
cipal, superintendent,  and  one  or  more  of  the  financial  com- 
mittee of  the  board,  and  shall  be  certified  by  the  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  presidents  of  the  select 
and  common  councils  of  the  said  city,  or  any  two  of  them, 
to  have  been  compared  with  the  original  vouchers  and  en- 
tries, and  found  correct. 
Term  of  office.  Sect.  2.  The  pcrson  so  appointed  trustee  shall  hold 
and  exercise  said  trust  during  the  pleasure  of  the  governor, 
and  in  case  of  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise, 
the  governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  council,  shall  appoint 
successors,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require.  No 
part  of  the  fund  contributed  by  the  State  shall  be  applied 
to  compensate  any  trustee  for  his  services,  but  the  actual 
Expense,  how  expcuscs  of  the  trustcc  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Corn- 
defrayed,  monwealth  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  treasury  thereof. 
This  state's  Sect.  3.  Upou  receiving  the  report  of  the  board  of 
ho^paid."'  trustees  of  the  design,  plan,  material,  and  expense  of  said 
monument,  and  an  estimate  of  the  proportion  to  be  contrib- 
uted by  this  Commonwealth  as  herein  provided,  the  legis- 
lature will  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  same  in 
such  instalments  as  the  said  board  of  trustees  shall  have 
declared  to  be  necessary. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  eff"ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Charlestown  Water  Works.  Chap.  297 

Be  it  e?iacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     George's.  Adams,  Gardiner  G.  Hubbard,  Mo- Corporators, 
ses  M.  Rice,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Charlestown  Water 
Works,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  the  Purpose, 
city  of  Charlestown  with  water ;  with  all  the  powers  and  Powers.duties, 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  re-  '^' 
strictions,    contained   in    the    forty-fourth  chapter   of   the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not  Capital, 

■    •  •  i?500  000  • 

exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be   divided  into  feai  estate, 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  they  may  purchase  and  ^200,000. 
hold  any  lands  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purpose  of 
this  act,  not  exceeding  in  value,  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sect,  3.     The  said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  and  J^iay  lay  pipes, 
empowered,  to  lay  its  pipes  under  any  railroad,  street,  high-  &c.  ' 

way  and  private  way,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners  there- 
of: provided,  always,  that  the  same  be  done  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  obstruct  or  impede  the  passing  thereof     And 
they  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same  into  repair,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance  :  provided,  however.  Proviso, 
that  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city,  or  the  selectmen 
of  any  town,  for  the  time  being,  through  which  said  pipes  may 
pass,  shall,  at  all  times,  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict 
and  control,  the  acts  and  doings  of  said  corporation,  which 
may,  in  any  manner,  affect  the  safety  or  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  city  or  town.     Said  corporation  having  Consent  to  be 
first  obtained  the  consent  of  any  railroad,  city    or  town,  ^^^°  ^^^^^  " 
under  or  through  which  they  may  pass. 

Sect.  4.     Said  corporation  is  hereby  empowered  to  sell  May  sell  right, 
the  right  of  using  the  water  which  may  be  conducted  through 
their  pipes,  to  any  corporation,  person  or  persons,  on  the 
line  of  their  pipes. 

Sect.  5.     The  city  of  Charlestown  shall  have  a  right,  in  City  may  sub- 

scriDG  or   lo^n 

common  with  others,  to   subscribe   for  any  portion  of  the  &c.  ' 

capital  stock,  or  to  loan  money  to  said  corporation,  the  vote 

of  the  citizens  assenting  thereto  having  first  been  given,  at 

ward  meetings  called  for  that  purpose.     They  may,  at  any 

time,  purchase  the  franchise   of  this  corporation,  and  all 

their  corporate  property,  at  such  price  as  may  be  agreed 
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upon  between  the  parties ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement,  the 
supreme  judicial  court,  upon  application  by  either  party, 
may  appoint  commissioners  to  settle  such  disagreement. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 

Chap.  298      An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Saunders  Cotton  Mills. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Saunders  Cotton  Mills  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  increase  its  capital  stock,  by  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars :  provided, 
however,  that  no  shares  shall  be  issued  by  said  corporation, 
for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each, 
than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Gover?ior,  April  13, 1854.] 

Chap.  299  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Seaside  Cottage  Hotel  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  James  Haskcll,  Moses  Kimball,  William  E.  P. 
Haskell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Seaside 

Purpose.  Cottage  Hotel,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hotel,  in  the 

town  of  Rockport,  and  maintaining  such  public  house  and 
the  buildings,  appurtenances  and  improvements  connected 

Powers, duties,  therewith;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject 
to   all   tlie   duties,   restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in 

Proviso.  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes :  provided, 

however,  that  said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  hotel-keeping. 

Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     The  wholc  amouut  of  real  and  personal  estate, 

persona  estate  ^^  capital  stock,  wliich  Said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars 

No  shares  to  in  valuc :  provided,  hoivever,  that  no   shares   in  the  capital 

beissued under  g^Qg]^  Qf  gQ^y^  corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 
of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued.  [Appj^oved  by  the 
Governor.  April  13.  1854.] 
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An  Act  providing'  for  the  Increase  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund,  and  C/iaj).  oOO 
for  the  Disposition  of  its  Income. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.      The   treasurer  of   the    Common-wealth    shall,  i°,ci"ease  of 

1        Tir  '  school  fund. 

upon  the  passage  of  this  act,  traDsier  to  the  Massachusetts 
School  Fund,  such  a  number  of  shares  held  by  the  Common- 
wealth in  the  Western  Railroad  Corporation,  as  will,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  share,  increase  the  principal 
of  said  fund  to  the  amount  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect.  2.     One-half  of  the  annual  income  of  said  fund  One-haif  in- 
shall  be  apportioned  and  distributed  for  the  use  and  sup-  men  schools, 
port  of  common  schools,  in  the  manner,  according  to  the 
provisions,  and  under  the  restrictions,  now  provided  by  law 
for  the  apportionment  and  distribution  of  the  income  of  said 
fund. 

Sect.  3.     All  sums  of  money  which  shall  hereafter  be  Appropria- 

T  /•xii  1-xi?  •    ±'  1     tions  chareea- 

drawn  from  the  treasury  by  virtue  oi  appropriations  made  bie  to  the  other 
or  to  be  made  for  educational  purposes,  shall,  except  in  ^^i*"- 
cases  in  which  the  appropriation  made  by  any  act  hereafter 
passed  shall  be  otherwise  provided  for  therein,  be  charge- 
able to  and  paid  from  the  other  half  of  the   annual  income 
of  said  fund :  provided,  however,  that  if  the  same  shall  be  Proviso, 
insufficient  therefor,  the  excess  of  such  appropriations  in 
any  year  shall  be  paid  from  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated.      And  in  case   said  half  of  said 
annual  income  shall  in  any  year  exceed  the  sums  so  drawn 
from  the  treasury  in  such  year,  the  surplus  shall  be  carried 
to  the  account  of  the  principal  of  said  fund,  and  added 
thereto,  until  said  principal  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  two 
millions  of  dollars. 

Sect.  4.     No  sums  of  money  hereafter  drawn  from  the  ^°  sums  to  be 

•^  CD.3.rffC&blG      to 

treasury  shall  be  chargeable  to  the  principal  of  said  fund,     principal. 

Sect.  5.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  inconsistent 
provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed.     [Approved  by  ^^  "^^^  ^ 
the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 
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Chap.  801  An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Medford  Lyceum  and 

Library  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  mid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Nameciuinged  Sect.  1.  TliG  Corporation  now  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Medford  Lyceum  and  Library  Association,  shall  be  here- 
after called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  West  Medford 
Lyceum  and  Library  Association ;  said  corporation  to  have 

Powers, duties,  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  to  be  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  contained  in  the  act  to 
which  this  is  in  addition. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  13,  1854.] 


Chap.  302  An  Act  in  relation  to  Visiting  at  the  State  Prison. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Visitors  to  Sect.  1.     No  pcrsous   othcr  than  the  executive  govern- 

have  p^eVmit.  ment  of  the  Commonwealth,  members  of  the  legislature,  or 
officers  of  justice,  or  other  persons  having  business  at  the 
State  Prison,  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  the  same  without  a 
special  permit  from  one  of  the  inspectors  or  the  warden  of 
said  prison. 

Warden  to  Sect.  2.     The  Warden  shall  cause  a  register  to  be  kept 

°  of  the  names  and  residences  of  all  persons  so  visiting,  and 

of  the  authority  by  which  they  visit ;  and  said  register  shall, 
at  all  times,  be  open  to  the  inspectors. 

May  refuse  ad-  Sect.  3.  The  warden  may  refuse  admission  to  any  per- 
son  having  a  permit,  when  it  may  appear  that  such  visit 
would  be  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  prison ;  but 
he  shall  report  such  refusal  to  the  inspectors,  at  their 
monthly  meeting  next  after  such  refusal. 

Inconsistent  Sect.  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.  \ Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  13,  1854.] 


mission. 


acts  repealed. 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Plymouth  and  Wareham  Raihoad  Company.  Chap.  303 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreseJita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Nathaniel  Russell,  Eleazer  C.  Sherman,  William  Corporators. 
S.  Davis,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  bj  the  name  of  the  Plymouth  and  Wareham 
Railroad  Company,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  P'^*^®^'  ^'^"^^^^^ 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  con- 
tained in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  in  that  part  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  said  statutes, 
which  relates  to  railroad  corporations,  and  to  all  other  gen- 
eral laws  that  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter  passed,  rela- 
tive to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  and  em-  Location. 
powered,  to  locate,  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  with 
one  or  more  tracks,  commencing  at  a  point  in  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  at  or  near  the  depot  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company,  thence  running  in  a  southerly  and  westerly  direc- 
tion through  the  towns  of  Plymouth  and  Carver,  to  a  point 
in  the  town  of  Wareham,  near  the  Tremont  Iron  Works, 
and  easterly  of  the  Cape  Cod  Branch  Railroad. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  be  oX^qqq*"'^''' 
not  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  in  shares'of 
divided  into  three  thousand  equal  shares;  and  no   assess- ^^oo each, 
ment  shall  be  levied  thereon,  of  a  greater  amount  than  one 
hundred  dollars  on  each  share,  and  no  shares  in  the  capital 
stock  of  said  company  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 
of  the  shares  which  shall  first  be  issued. 

Sect.  4.     Said  company  are  hereby  authorized,  to  enter  May  unite  with 
upon  and  unite  their  railroad  Avith  the   railroad  of  the  Old  RaHroad."  °°^ 
Colony  Railroad  Company,  at  the  terminus  of  said  road  in 
Plymouth,  and  use  said  railroad  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company,  according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 

Sect.  5.     Said  company  may,  with  the   consent  of   the  May  unite  with 
Cape  Cod  Branch  Railroad  Company,  enter  upon,  unite  with,  BranchR.  R° 
and  use  the   railroad  of  said  company,  on  such  terms  as 
may  be  fixed  by  agreement. 

Sect.  6.     Said  company  may  lease  or  sell  their  franchise  May  lease  or 
and  property,  to  either  of  the  companies  herein  named.         ^®  ' 

Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  be  void,  if  the  location  of  the  Location  and 
road  herein  authorized  shall  not  be  filed  within  two  years,  "^""^^ 
with  the  county  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Plymouth, 
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or  if  said  road  shall  not  be  completed  within  three  years 
after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  8.     This  act  shall  take   eiGfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1854.] 

Chap.  304      An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  the  Quinsigaraond  House, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  l."    Samuel  Davis,  William  T.  Merrifield,  Joseph 
Mason,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Quinsig- 
Purpose.  amond  House,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hotel  or  board- 

ing-house, in  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  maintaining  the 
same,  and  the  buildings,  and  appurtenances  connected  there- 
Powers, duties,  -^i^i^  •  y^\\\^  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
Proviso,  fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes :  provided,  hoicever, 
that  said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on  the  business  of 
hotel  or  boarding-house  keeping. 
Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purposes 
personal  estate  g^fQ^ggg^j^^  Pg^l  and  pcrsoual  cstatc,  uot  cxcccding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  value ;  and  the  whole 
capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  said  sum : 
No  shares  io  provided,  however,  that  no   shares  in  the  capital  stock  of 
der^^ar^*^  ^^'  ^^id  Corporation,  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount, 
to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the 
shares  which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1854.] 


Chap.  305  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mendelssohn  Choral  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coiwt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     B.  F.  Edmands,  William  Rogers,   John  D.  W. 

Joy,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 

corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Mendelssohn  Choral  So- 

Purpose.  ciety,  in  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  the  cultivation  of  vocal 

Powers,  privi-  music  ]  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 

leges,  &c.        j^ii  ^YiQ  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 

forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
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Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per-  Hold  real  and 
sonal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  p^"^®"^^  ^^*^^^ 
aforesaid;  to   an  amount  not    exceeding  twenty  thousand 
dollars.      [App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Composite  Marble  Company.        G/wj).  306 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     George  Odiorne,  George  F.  Williams,  Francis  Corporators. 
Brinley,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Composite  Marble 
Company,  to  be  located  in  Sufiblk  County,  for  the  purpose  Purpose, 
of  manufacturing  marble,  composed  in  part  of   lime  and 
other    materials,   together   mth   all   machinery   necessary 
therefor,  and  using,  improving,  -working  or  disposing  of  the 
same ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  ^°^s"&c^"^'" 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  value  of  the  real  estate  of  said  corpora- ^^^J  ^^tate, 
tion  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  capit'ai, 
whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  thou-  S300,ooo. 
sand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  No  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  ^er  par. 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value   of   the   shares  first 
issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.     [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Publication  of  the  Condition  of  Banks.  Cliai).  307 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics : 

Sect.  1.  In  addition  to  the  returns  now  required  by  Banks  in  Bos- 
law  to  be  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  turns' ^e^ekly^' 
each  bank,  established  and  doing  business  in  Boston,  shall, 
on  every  Monday  morning,  transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  a  statement,  under  the  oath  of  the  president 
or  cashier,  which  shall  embrace  the  following  particulars, 
viz. :  amount  of  capital  stock,  and  the  average  auioimt  of 
loans  and  discounts,  specie  actually  in  the  bank,  amount  due 
from  other  banks,  amoimt  due  to  other  banks,  deposit,  and 
circulation,  for  the  several  days  of  the  week  next  preceding 
said  Monday. 
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Statement  to 
be  published. 


Banks  out  of 
Boston  to 
make  returns 
monthly. 


Statement  to 
be  published. 


Expenses  of 
publication. 


Penalty    for 
neglect,  iVc. 


Blank  forms  to 
be  furnished. 


Whfn  to  t;tkc 
effect. 


Sect.  2.  On  the  Wednesday  next  after  the  Monday 
aforesaid,  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  cause 
to  be  published,  in  one  or  more  of  the  Boston  daily  papers, 
to  be  selected  by  him,  a  summary  statement  of  the  condition 
of  said  banks,  for  the  week  aforesaid,  to  be  taken  from  the 
returns  provided  for  in  the  first  section. 

Sect.  3.  In  addition  to  the  returns  now  required  by 
law  to  be  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  each 
bank,  established  and  doing  business  in  Massachusetts,  and 
out  of  Boston,  shall,  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month, 
transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  state- 
ment, under  the  oath  of  the  president  or  cashier,  based  on 
the  condition  of  said  bank  on  each  Saturday  of  the  month 
next  preceding  the  Monday  aforesaid ;  and  said  statement 
shall  include  each  Saturday  not  included  in  any  other  pre- 
ceding return  under  this  act,  and  shall  consist  of  the  follow- 
ing particulars,  viz. :  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  average 
amount  of  loans  and  discounts,  specie  actually  in  the  banks, 
amount  due  from  other  banks,  amount  due  to  other  banks, 
deposits,  and  circulation  for  the  several  Saturdays  embraced 
in  the  return. 

Sect.  4.  The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  after  the  receipt  of  the  returns  provided  for  in 
the  third  section,  shall  cause  a  summary  statement,  taken 
from  said  returns,  to  be  published  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  for  in  regard  to  the  Boston  banks. 

Sect.  5.  The  secretary,  in  selecting  the  newspapers,  as 
provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  have  regard 
to  prices  at  which  offers  may  be  made,  to  make  the  required 
publication;  and  the  expenses  of  said  publication,  when 
approved  by  the  governor  and  council,  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  governor  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly. 

Sect.  6.  Every  bank  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  foregoing  sections  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  to 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  recovered  by  the 
treasurer  thereof,  five  hundred  dollars  for  each  and  every 
neglect. 

Sect.  7.  The  secretary  shall  prepare  and  transmit  to 
each  bank  in  the  Commonwealth,  a  blank  form  for  the  re- 
turns required  by  this  act,  and  said  bank  shall  adopt  said 
form,  in  making  the  returns. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of 
June  next.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 
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An  Act  establishing  the  Salary  of  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  Chap.  308 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  asseinhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  governor  of  tlie  Commonwealth  shall  re- Salary  estab- 
ceive  for  his  services,  an  annual  salaiy  of  thirty-five  hundred 
dollars. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  salary  shall  be  paid  in  quarterly  pay-  How  paid. 
ments,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the   Commonwealth,  on  the 
first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  every 
year,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  any  part  of  a  quarter. 

Sect.  3.     All  laws  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  inconsistent 

,,.,,,  ■,     -.  acts  repealed. 

this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.  The  salary  of  the  present  political  year  shall 
be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  {Ap- 
proved hy  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Returns  of  Banks,  made    on    the  requisition  of  Chap.  309 

the  Governor. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  annual  returns  that  each  bank  is  now  required,  by  Returns  made 
law,  to  make  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  show-  may  direct, 
ing  the  condition  of  the  bank  on  the  first  Saturday  of  such 
preceding  month  as  the  governor  shall  direct,  shall  here- 
after be  made,  showing  the  condition  of  each  bank  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  any  Saturday  that  the  governor 
shall  designate :  provided,  however,  that  no  distinction  be-  Pro>:iso. 
tween  bills  of  five  dollars  and  upwards  and   smaller  bills 
shall  be  required,  and  none  between  bills  of  banks  in  this 
State,  and  bills  of  the  banks  of  the   other  New  England 
States.      {Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Saugus  Branch  Rail-  Chap.  310 
road  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  sarnie,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Eastern   Railroad    Company  are   hereby  Exte^jon  of 
authorized  to  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  commencing 
at  a  point  in  the  line   of  the  Saugus  Brancli  Railroad,  dis- 
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tant  about  twentj^-five  hundred  feet  from  the  junction  of  the 
Saugus  Branch  Railroad  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail- 
road, to  the  Grand  Junction  and  Eastern  Railroads,  in  South 
Maiden ;  such  extension  being  located  westerly  of  the  Bury- 
ing-Ground  and  Main  Street  in  said  Maiden. 
When  filed  and  Sect.  2.  If  the  locatiou  of  sald  extension  is  not  filed 
comp  e  e  .  -^^jthiu  ouc  year,  and  if  the  same  is  not  constructed  within 
two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  same  shall  be 
void.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854,] 

Chap. '^11  An  Act  for    the  Protection    of  the    Cranberry  Vines    on    the    Province 

lands,  in  Provincetown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Penalty  for  de-  Sect.  1.  If  any  pcrsou  shall  pull  up,  remove  or  destroy, 
be'rry'vfne"'^""  any  of  the  crauberry  vines,  the  natural  growth  on  the  un- 
enclosed Province  lands,  in  the  town  of  Provincetown,  in 
the  county  of  Barnstable,  he  shall  pay  the  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars for  the  first  offence,  and  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for 
every  subsequent  offence.  And  if  any  person  shall  pick 
any  cranberries,  growing  as  aforesaid,  before  the  fifth  day  of 
October,  in  any  year,  he  shall  pay,  for  each  and  every  such 
offence,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  each  of  which  fines  may  be 
How  recovered  recovered,  by  complaint  made  to  any  justice  of  the  peace 
for  said  county. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

Chap.  312  An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Plymouth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 
iives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Police  Court  Sect.  1.  A  Police  Court  is  hereby  established  in  the 
established,  ^q^^  ^f  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  to  consist  of 
one  competent  and  discreet  person,  to  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  the  governor,  pursuant  to  the  constitution, 
as  standing  justice, 
juiisdiction.  Sect.  2.  The  sald  court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction, 
and  jurisdiction  exclusive  of  other  justices  of  the  peace  in 
the  county  of  Plymouth,  over  all  crimes,  offences,  and  mis- 
demeanors committed  within  the  said  town  of  Plymouth 
whereof  justices  of  the  peace  now  have,  or  may  have,  juris- 
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diction ;  also  of  all  suits  and  actions  "which  may  now,  or  at 
any  time  hereafter,  be  heard,  tried  and  determined,  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  -whenever 
all  the  parties  shall  reside  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  and  ser- 
vice of  the  writ  is  had  on  the  defendant  in  said  county.  The 
said  court  shall  have  original  and  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
with  justices  of  the  peace  in  said  county  of  Plymouth,  over  all 
crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors  whereof  justices  of  the 
peace  within  the  county  of  Plymouth  now  have,  or  may  have, 
jurisdiction ;  also  of  all  suits  and  actions  within  the  juris- 
diction of  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of 
Plymouth. 

Sect.  3.  An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments  Appeal  ai- 
of  said  police  court,  in  like  manner  and  to  the  same  extent 
that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments  of 
justices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justice  of  the  said  police 
court  shall  not  be  of  counsel  to  any  party  in  any  cause  which 
may  be  pending  in  said  court. 

Sect.  4.  All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crim-  Fines  costs, 
inal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  received  by  or  paid  into  posed  of. 
the  hands  of  the  justice  of  said  court,  shall  be  by  him  ac- 
counted for  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are  by  law  pre- 
scribed in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace.  All  costs  in 
such  prosecutions  not  thus  received  shall  be  made  up,  taxed, 
certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  5.  The  justice  of  said  court  shall  retain  to  his  what  fees 
own  use  all  fees  by  him  received,  or  which  now  accrue  to  retain  ™^^ 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  actions  and  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, in  full  compensation  for  all  services  assigned  to  him 
by  the  provisions  of  this  act :  provided,  hotoever,  that  he 
shall  not  retain  for  his  services  in  criminal  prosecutions  a 
sum  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  annually,  but  shall  pay 
over  to  the  county  treasurer  all  fees  received  by  him  in 
criminal  prosecutions,  over  and  above  that  sum. 

Sect.  6.  A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice  at  some  Court  how  of- 
suitable  place  in  said  town  of  Plymouth,  to  be  provided  at^^'^  ^°  beheld, 
the  expense  of  the  said  justice,  on  two  several  days  of  each 
week,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes, 
offences  and  misdemeanors,  and  on  two  several  days  in  each 
month,  to  be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  justice,  for 
the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions.  The  justice  of  said 
court  may  adjourn  said  court  as  justices  of  the  peace  may 
29 
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now  adjourn  the  same  hearings  or  trials,  and  he  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly 
and  uniform  conducting  of  the  business  thereof. 

Shall  keep  a        Sect.  7.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair 

make^^etuin?  I'Gcord  of  all  proceedings  in  said  court,  and  shall  make 
return  to  the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of 
his  doings  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the 
peace  are  now  by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also, 
annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen 
of  the  said  town  of  Plymouth  a  true  and  faithful  statement 
of  money  actually  received  by  him  as  fees,  and  all  charges 
and  fees  which  are  outstanding  and  claimed  to  be  due  to 
him  at  the  date  of  such  exhibit. 

One  special  Sect.  8.     There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 

^"'  '   ■  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one   special 

justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,  sickness,  interest,  or  any  other  disability  of  the 
standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to 
hear  and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice  until  such 
disability  shall  be  removed.  The  said  special  justice  shall 
be  paid  for  the  services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees 
received  in  said  court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice 
would  be  entitled  to  for  the  same  services. 

Pending  suits.  Sect.  9.  All  suits,  actious  and  prosecutions,  which  shall 
.  be  pending  within  the  said  town  of  Plymouth,  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Appointment  Sect.  10.  The  govcrnor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing and  special  justice  at  any  time  after  receiving  notice  of 
the  adoption  of  this  act  by  the  town  of  Plymouth,  as  herein- 
after mentioned. 

Act  void,  un-      Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  inhabitants 

iGSS       flCCGDtPfl 

by  written Tote  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  at  a  legal  town  meeting  called  for 
that  purpose,  shall,  by  a  written  vote,  determine  to  adopt 
the  same  within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk  of 
said  town  of  Plymouth  to  certify  that  fact  to  his  excellency 
the  governor,  if  the  town  should  so  vote  to  accept  this  act. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  New  Bedford  to  lay  out  a  Street.       iykap.  o\o 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represe7ita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  proper  authorities  of  the  city  of  New  Bed-  city  may  lay 

out  str66t 

ford  are  hereby  authorized  to  lay  out  South  Second  Street, 
in  said  city,  in  manner  provided  by  law  for  laying  out  streets 
and  ways,  as  a  public  street,  forty  feet  wide,  and  in  the 
general  direction  of  said  street,  from  Russell  Street  to 
South  Street,  over  the  south-west  corner  of  the  Old  South 
Burial  Ground,  so  called. 

Sect.  2.  Said  city,  after  giving  ninety  days'  notice,  in  To  give  notice 
two  newspapers  published  in  said  city,  to  all  relatives  and  mainsr&c" '^'^' 
friends  of  those  whose  remains  may  be  removed,  shall,  at 
its  own  expense,  and  before  said  street  shall  be  opened  for 
public  travel,  remove  the  remains  of  the  dead  in  that  part 
of  said  burial  ground  over  which  said  street  shall  be  laid, 
to  some  other  part  of  said  ground,  or  to  such  suitable  lots, 
to  be  furnished  by  said  city,  in  any  cemetery  in  said  city,  as 
the  said  relatives  may  select,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
buried,  under  the  direction  of  such  friends  and  relatives. 

Sect.  3.  The  said  city  shall,  forever  hereafter,  maintain  Shall  maintain 
all  fences  around  said  burial  ground  to  the  acceptance  of  ^^^^'=^^'  '^''• 
the  trustees  of  said  ground;  but  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained, shall  be  construed  as  in  any  degree  impairing  the 
title  of  the  proprietors  of  said  ground  to  the  part  not 
taken  for  said  street.  \^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April 
15,  1854.] 

An  Act  relative  to  Superintendents  of  Schools.  Chcip.  314 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  several  cities  and  towns  in  this  Common-  Hon  appointed 
wealth,  by  an  ordinance  of  the  city  government  in  said 
cities,  or  by  a  vote  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  towns  in 
legal  town  meeting,  may  annually  require  the  school  com- 
mittee to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  public  schools,  to 
have  the  care  and  supervision  of  said  schools,  under  the 
direction  and  control  of  said  school  committee  5  the  salary  Salary. 
of  such  superintendent  to  be  fixed  as  the  city  government 
of  said  cities,  or  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns,  at  a  legal 
meeting  shall  direct ;  and^  in  every  city  and  town  in  which 
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such  superintendent  shall  be  appointed,  the  school  committee 
shall  receive  no  compensation,  unless  otherwise  provided 
for  by  the  city  governments  of  said  cities,  or  by  a  vote  of 
said  town. 
What  cities  Sect.  2.     Every  city  in  this   Commonwealth,  whose  act 

exempt.  ^^  incorporation  has  already  provided,  or  shall  hereafter 

provide,  for  the  choice  of  a  superintendent  of  schools,  shall 
be  exempt  from  the  operation  of  this  act.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

Chap.  315        An"  Act  relating  to  the  Quincy  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

gi5,ooo  real         The   Quiucy  Mutual  Fire  Insurance   Company  may  hold 
estat'e^^^"'^''^     such  real  and  personal  estate,  as  may  be  necessary  and  con- 
venient, for  the  purposes  of  their  business,  not  exceeding 
fifteen   thousand   dollars.       [Approved  by   the    Governor, 
April  15,  1854.] 


Ch(ip.  316    An  Act  to  establish  the  West  Dedham  Branch  Railroad  Corporation. 

Be  it  etiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Leonard  Mason,  Timothy  Baker,  Nathan  Phil- 
lips, their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  of  the  West  Dedham  Branch  Eail- 
Powers.duties,  road  Corporation,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
*°'  subject  to  all  the   duties,  liabilities   and  restrictions,  set 

forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  in  that  part  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  said  statutes 
relating  to  railroad  corporations ;  and  to  all  other  public 
statutes  which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be  passed, 
relative  to  railroad  corporations. 
Location.  Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 

powered, to  locate,  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  with 
one  or  more  tracks,  from  some  convenient  point  on  the 
Charles  River  Railroad  in  Needham,  to  some  convenient 
May  enter  up-  point  in  the  village  of  "West  Dedham ;  and  to  enter  upon 
Riv^r  RaUroad  ^^id  Charlcs  Rivcr  Railroad,  by  proper  turnouts  and 
switches,  at  the  point  aforesaid,  and  to  use  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 


1854.— Chapter  317.  229 

Sect.  3.      The  capital  stock  of   said  corporation  shall  Capital, 
not  exceed  one  thousand  shares,  of  the  par  value  of  one        ' 
hundred  dollars  each,  the  number  of  which  shall  be  deter-  Shares  of  gioo. 
mined,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  directors  of  said  corpora- 
tion, and  no  assessment  shall  be  laid  thereon,  of  a  greater 
amount,  in  the  whole,  than  the  par  value  thereof. 

Sect.  4.     If   the  location  of  this  railroad  be  not  duly  Location  and 
filed  within  two  years,  and  if  said  railroad  be  not  construct-  ''°™^ 
ed  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  then 
this  act  shall  be  void.      [Approved  by  the    Governor,  April 
15,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  establish  additional  Terms  of  the  Court    of  Common  Pleas  Cflttp.  317 
for  the  County  of  Bristol. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assevtibled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  There  shall  be  holden,  within  and  for  the  couu-  Additional 
ty  of  Bristol,  two  additional  terms  of  the  court  of  common  *^^'"^- 
pleas  annually,  to  wit :  one  on  the  second  Monday  of  July, 
to  be  holden  at  New  Bedford,  within  and  for  said  county, 
and  the  second  on  the  first  Monday  of  February,  to  be 
holden  at  Taunton,  within  and  for  said  county,  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  criminal  business  of  said  coimty. 

Sect.  2.  The  civil  business  of  said  court  in  said  county.  Terms  for  cmi 
shall  be  transacted  exclusivelyat  the  four  terms  heretofore  business!'"^ 
established  in  said  county ;  and  the  criminal  business  there- 
of shall  be  transacted  exclusively  at  the  terms  established 
by  this  act ;  and  all  continuances  of  civil  or  criminal  cases 
shall,  without  any  special  order,  be  had  to  the  next  term  of 
said  court  for  the  transaction  of  business  of  the  same  de- 
scription. 

Sect.  3.  All  appeals,  recognizances,  continuances  and  Appeals,  &c., 
processes,  and  every  other  matter  and  thing  of  a  criminal  ^bie!^  return- 
nature,  which  would  be  returnable  to,  or  have  day  in,  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  to  be  holden  in  said  county  on  the 
second  Monday  of  June  next,  if  this  act  had  not  been 
passed,  shall  be  returnable  to,  and  have  day  in,  that  court 
at  the  term  thereof,  hereby  established,  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  July  next. 

Sect.  4.     The  grand  jurors  for  said  county  of  Bristol,  Grand  jurors, 
shall  be  required  to  attend  only  at  the  said  terms  hereby 
established  for  the  transaction  of  criminal  business.     [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 
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Chap.  318  An  Act  changing  the  Place  for  holding  certain  Terms  of  the  Probate 

Court  in  the  County  of  Worcester. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Probate  court.  Sect.  1.  A  court  of  ppobate  sliall  be  holden  in  the  town 
of  Milford,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  on  the  fourth  Tues- 
day of  May  in  each  year.  A  term  shall  also  be  holden  in 
said  town  on  the  Wednesday  next  after  the  fourth  Tuesday 
in  October. 
Part  of  act  re-  Sect.  2.  So  niuch  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled 
P^^®  •  a^jj  ^qi  ^0  establish  the  Terms  of  the  Court  of  Probate  in 

the  County  of  Worcester,"  as  provides  for  holding  a  court 
of  probate  in  the  town  of  Mendon,  passed  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

Chap.  319  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Oil  Cloth  Company. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Richard  Pitts,  Samuel  Curtis,  Benjamin  H. 
Currier,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Oil  Cloth  Company, 
to  be  located  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  oil  cloths  and  other  fabrics,  and  machinery, 
and  using,  improving    and  disposing  of  the  same ;  with  all 

Powers,  privi-  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 

leges,  &c.  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Real  estate,  Sect.  2.     The  Said  compauy  may  hold  real  estate,  neces- 

f  100  000  •  r        J  ./  ^  ' 

capital,  '        sary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceed- 
gSDO.ooo.        ing  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  their  whole  capital 

stock  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to       Sect.  3.     No  share  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
derpar.  tiou  sliall  be  issucd  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 

paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 
Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Tremont  Oil  Company.  CJiaj).  320 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represe?ita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     J.  H.  Cheney,   Charles  Smith,   Marshall  King-  Corporators, 
man,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Tremont  Oil  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  oil,  in  the  city  of  Boston; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and   subject  to  all  the  Powers, duties, 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-  ^^' 
eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Eevised  Statutes.  • 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may,  for  the  purposes  afore- Real  estate, 
said,  hold  real  estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  fifty  thou-  capital, ' 
sand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  S2'50,ooo. 
two  hundred  and  fifty-thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  No  shares  to 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  der  pa"^    ^^' 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the   shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued.     ^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15, 
1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Shawmut  Gas  Light  Company,  in  the  City  of  Chap.  321 

Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa' 
lives,  in  General  Coiirt  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi^ity  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Benjamin  L.  Allen,  William  A.  Hayes,  James  Corporators. 
C.  Dunn,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Shawmut  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany, in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
and  selling  gas  in  the  city  of  Boston;  with  all  the  powers 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Hold  real  and 
estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  said  purpose,  in  p^'^*°'^'''^®®*^*^ 
amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  Said  corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  mayor  May  open  the 
and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  have  power  and  pipes^'k-J.^^ 
authority  to  open  the  ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets, 
lanes  and  highways  in  said  city,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking 
and  repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors,  as  it  maybe  neces- 
sary to  sink  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  corpo- 
ration, after  opening  the  ground  in  said  streets,  lanes  and 
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highways,  shall  be  held  to  put  the   same  into  repair,  under 
Proviso.  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance :  provided, 

that  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  for  the  time  being,  shall, 
at  all  times,  have  the  power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control, 
all  the  acts  and  doings  of  said  corporation,  which  may,  in 
any  manner,  affect  the  health,  safety  and  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  city. 
No  shares  to       Sect.  4.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
der  par?    ^^'  sliall  be  issuod  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued. 
•  Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15, 1854.] 

Chap.  322  An  Act  relating-  to  the  Venue  of  Transitory  Actions. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Where  actions      Sect.  1.     All   trausitory  actions   between   parties  who 
maj  e     u^  i  ^^^-^  Yiyq  within  the   Commonwealth,  which,  by  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  the   Revised 
Statutes,  are  required  to  be  brought  in  the  county  where 
one  of  the  parties  lives,  may  be  brought  either  in  the  county 
in  which  one  of  the  parties  lives,  or  in  which  he  has  his 
usual  place  of  business. 
Inconsistent         Sect,  2.     So  much  of  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  nine- 
repeae  .    |.,^gj^^|^  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  is  inconsistent 
with  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed.     [Approved  by  the  €rov- 
ernor,  April  15,  1854.] 

Chap.  323  An  Act  for  the  better  Establishment  of  the  Police  Court  of  Newburyport. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Salary  of  jus-  Sect.  1.  The  standing  justico  of  the  police  court  of  the 
city  of  Newburyport,  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  not 
less  than  six  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  which,  if  above 
that  sum,  shall  be  determined  not  oftener  than  once  in  each 
year,  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches  of  tlie 
city  government  of  said  city ;  and  said  salary  shall  be  paid 
to  him  in  equal  quarterly  payments  out  of  the  treasury  of 
said  city,  and  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  which  he  now 
^  is,  and  shall  hereafter  be,  required  or  authorized  to  perform 
as  said  justice. 
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Sect.  2,     The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New-  Appointment 
buryport  shall,  forthwith,  and  hereafter  in  the  month  of  Jan-  °  ^^'^^' 
nary,  annually,  and  whenever  a  vacancy  may  occur,  appoint 
a  suitable  person  to  be  clerk  of  said  police  court,  who  shall 
be  paid  for  his  services,  as  said  clerk,  an  annual  salary  of 
not  less  than  three  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  which,  if    I 
above  that  sum,  shall  be  determined  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  salary   of  the  standing  justice,  and  paid  in   quarterly 
payments  from  the  treasury  of  the  city. 

Sect.  3.  In  case  of  the  absence  or  death  of  said  clerk,  cierk,  pro  tem. 
the  said  justice  may  appoint  a  clerk  p?^o  tempore,  who  shall 
be  paid,  pro  rata,  said  pay,  in  case  of  absence,  to  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  salary  of  the  standing  clerk,  and  who  shall 
officiate  until  the  standing  clerk  shall  resume  his  duties,  or 
until  another  clerk  shall  be  appointed. 

Sect.  4.  The  standing  clerk  shall  l)e  sworn  to  the  faith-  standing  clerk 
ful  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  shall  give  bonds  to  the  city  °^^^° 
in  such  sum  as  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  order,  with  a  surety  or  sureties  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  said  board,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  liis  office,  and  of  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to  him  in  this  act. 

Sect.  5.     The  clerk  shall  attend  all  sessions  of  the  police  To  keep  sepa- 
court,  whether  for  the  transaction  of  criminal  or  civil  busi-  ^^  °  ^^^°^  ^' 
ness,  and  shall  keep  a  true  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
said  court;  and  the  records  of  proceedings  in  civil  cases 
shall  be  kept  in  a  different  book,  and   separate  from  the 
records  of  proceedings  in  criminal  cases. 

Sect.  6.     The  said  clerk  shall  make  all  warrants,  writs.  To  make  all 
and  processes,  which  shall  be   ordered  by  said  court,  and  '^^'^'■^'^^^'  *°- 
tax  all  bills  of  costs,  and  receive   all  fines  and  forfeitures, 
and  fees  awarded  and  payable  in  said  court,  and  all  fees  for 
blanks  and  copies  in  civil  and  criminal  suits. 

Sect.  7.     All  fees  and  charges,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  Fees,  &c.,how 
proceedings,  now  by  law  received  by  or  payable  to  the  said  '^'^p"^^"^  °^- 
standing  justice,  shall  be  received  by  said  clerk,  and  by  him 
accounted  for  quarterly  in  detail,  to  the  city,  and  the  amounts 
due  the  said  city  of  Newburyport,  he  shall  forthwith  pay 
over  to  the  treasurer  of  said  city. 

Sect.  8.     All  fines  and  forfeitures  received  by  said  clerk  Fines,  costs, 
or  by  said  justice,  and  all  costs  in  criminal  prosecutions  so  founteTfon ' 
received,  except  the  fees  and  charges  named  in  the  seventh 
section  of  this  act,  shall  be  accounted  for  and  paid  over  by 
said  clerk,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  penal- 
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Compensation 


Proviso. 


ties  for  neglect,  as  are  now  prescribed  with  regard  to  jus- 
tices of  the  peace. 

And  all  costs  and  charges  arising  in  criminal  prosecutions 
which  shall  not  be  paid  by  said  clerk,  as  above  provided, 
shall,  by  said  clerk,  be  taxed,  certified,  allowed  and  paid  in 
like  manner  as  is  now  provided  with  regard  to  said  justices 
of  the  peace :  pj-ovided,  hoivever,  that  the  said  clerk  shall, 
in  the  report  returned  at  the  end  of  each  year,  give  a 
schedule  of  all  fees  remaining  in  his  hands  taxed  and 
allowed  the  previous  year,  uncalled  for  by  the  persons  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  payable,  and  pay  over  the  amount 
of  the  same  to  the  city  treasurer. 
_    .  Sect.  9,     Whenever  the  said  police  court  shall  be  held 

ticeT^"^  ^"^"  ^y  either  of  the  special  justices  thereof,  the  said  special 
justices  shall  receive,  in  compensation  for  their  services,  the 
fees  to  which  they  are  by  law  entitled :  provided,  hoioevej', 
that  when  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  shall  have  been  thus 
earned  in  any  one  year,  by  either  or  both  of  said  special 
justices,  the  said  special  justices  shall  thereafter  be  paid,  in 
full  for  their  services  as  such  justices,  at  the  rate  of  two 
dollars  fifty  cents  per  diem,  to  be  deducted  from  the  salary 
of  the  standing  justice ;  and  the  fees  to  which  they  or  either 
of  them  would  otherwise  be  entitled,  shall  be  received  by 
the  clerk,  and  by  him  accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  city 
treasurer,  as  herein-before  provided  with  regard  to  the 
standing  justice. 

Sect.  10.  The  said  police  court,  in  addition  to  the  juris- 
diction which  it  now  has,  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors,  committed  within  the 
said  city  of  Newburyport,  whereof  the  said  police  court 
and  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Essex  now  have 
jurisdiction;  and  said  police  court  shall  also  have  original 
jurisdiction  and  cognizance  of  all  suits  and  actions  whereof 
any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Essex  now  has,  or 
hereafter  may  have,  jurisdiction,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
whenever  any  person  summoned  as  trustee  in  any  such 
action  resides  in  the  city  of  Newburyport,  and  service  has 
been  duly  made  on  said  supposed  trustee :  provided,  howev- 
er,^mi  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  prevent  any  pros- 
ecution within  said  county  returnable  before  said  court ;  but 
no  fees  shall  be  allowed  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  any 
such  warrant,  unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  there 
was  just  and  reasonable  cause  for  issuing  it. 

Sect.  11.     The  standing  justice  of  said  court,  or  cither 
of  the  special  justices,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 


Jurisdiction. 


Proviso. 
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certain  cases 
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county  of  Essex,  may  issue  a  warrant  under  the  forty-niuth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  such  warrant  may  be 
made  returnable  before  said  police  court ;  but  no  justice  of 
the  peace  within  the  said  city  of  Newburyport  shall  exercise 
any  further  jurisdiction  than  to  issue  such  warrant ;  and  any 
party  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  said  court  in  any  case, 
whether  civil  or  criminal,  may  appeal  therefrom  to  the  court  Appeal. 
of  common  pleas  for  said  county  of  Essex,  in  the  manner 
now  provided  for  appeals  from  said  police  court. 

Sect.  12.  Neither  the  standingjustice  nor  the  clerk  shall  Justices  and 
be  retained  as  counsel  or  attorney  in  any  suit,  complaint,  or  as^counsei"  ^^^ 
other  proceeding  before  said  court,  nor  in  any  which  shall 
have  been  heard  or  examined  therein ;  and  neither  of  the 
special  justices  shall  be  retained  or  employed  as  counsel  or 
attorney,  in  any  matter  which  shall  have  been  heard  or  ex- 
amined before  them  respectively. 

Sect.  13.  A  court  shall  be  holden  by  the  said  standing  Court,  how  of- 
justice,  or  one  of  the  special  justices,  at  some  suitable  and  *^°  *°  ^®  ^^^^' 
convenient  place  to  be  provided  by  the  city,  on  every  day  of 
the  week,  Sundays  excepted,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
to  take  cognizance  of  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors, 
and  on  one  fixed  day  of  each  week,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  and  by  adjournment  as  much  oftener  as  may  be 
necessary,  for  the  entry  and  trial  of  civil  actions,  the  hear- 
ing of  motions,  and  such  other  civil  business  as  may  come 
before  it. 

Sect.  14.     The  jurisdiction  of  the  police  court  of  the  Jurisdiction 
city  of  Newburyport,  shall  not  be  limited  by  reason  of  any  °°*  limited, 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  justices  of  said  court,  or  either 
of  them,  in  the  payment  of  fines  and  costs  into  the  treasury 
of  the  city  of  Newburyport,  or  of  the  county  of  Essex. 

Sect.  15.     All  acts   or  parts   of  acts  inconsistent  with  inconsistent 
this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.  ^^*^  repealed. 

Sect.  16.     This  act  shall  not  take  eifect  unless  it  is  ac-Act  void,  un- 
cepted  by  the  city  council  of  Newburyport  within    sixty  ^^^^'  '^' 
days  from  its  passaa-e.     [Appi'oved  by  the  Goverjior,  April 
15,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the    Plympton  and  Wareham  Railroad  Company.  Chap.  324 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     Isaac  Wright,  Oliver  Parker,  James  Cole,  their  Corporators, 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
by  the  name  of  the  Plympton  and  Wareham  Eailroad  Com- 
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Powers, duties,  pany,  witli  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
'^'  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 

fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of 
the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  said  statutes,  relating  to  railroad 
corporations,  and  in  all  general  laws  which  have  been,  or 
shall  hereafter  be  passed,  relating  to  railroad  corporations. 
Location.  Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to 

locate,  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  with  one  or  more 
tracks,  commencing  at  a  point  on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad, 
in  the  town  of  Plympton,  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Plymp- 
ton  Station,  (so  called,)  thence   running  by  the  most  con- 
venient route,  southerly,  through  the   towns  of   Plympton, 
Carver,  and  Wareham,  to   some  convenient  point  in  said 
Wareham,  easterly  of  the  Cape  Cod  Railroad,  and  near  the 
junction  of  the  Fairhaven  Railroad  with  said   Cape  Cod 
Railroad. 
Capital  stock,       Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of   said  railroad  company 
of  «%o^e\^ch'   ^^^^^^  consist  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  shares,  of  the 
par  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  no  assessment 
shall  be  made  thereon,  of  a  greater  amount  in  the  whole. 
No  shares  to   than  the  par  value  of  such  share  or  shares ;  and  no  shares 
be  issued  un-  jj^  ^]^q  capital  stock  of  Said  company  shall  be  issued  for  a 

ucr  par.  ■*■  i       •/ 

less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the 
par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 
May  use  other      Sect.  4.     Said  Plympton  and  Wareham  Railroad  Com- 
pany may  enter  upon,  and  use  the  said  Old  Colony  Railroad, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  law ;  and  the  said  Plympton 
and  Wareham  Railroad  Company,  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Cape  Cod  Railroad  Company,  enter  upon,  unite  with, 
and  use,  the  said  Cape  Cod  Railroad,  upon  such  terms  as 
may  be  fixed  by  agreement,  by  said  two  companies. 
Location  and        Sect.  5.     If  the  location  of  the  sail  railroad  be  not  filed 
comp  etion.      according  to  law  within  two  years,  and  if  the  said  railroad 
be  not  completed  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  then  this  act  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

Chap.  325  An  Act  to  set  oft'  a  part  of  the  Town  of  North  Brookfield,  and  annex  the 

same  to  the  Town  of  Brookfield. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Boundary  de-        Sect.  1.     So  much  of  the  town  of  North  Brookficld,  in 
^"^  ^  ■  the  county  of  Worcester,  as  lies  southerly  of  a  line  begin- 
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ning  at  a  stone  monument  at  the  old  post  road  leading  to 
Brookfield,  a  little  north-westerly  of  what  is  called  the 
Wolcott  Mill,  and  running  thence  south  seventy-seven  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes,  east  three  hundred  and  seventy-live  rods 
to  a  stone  monument  as  now  established  in  the  line  of 
Brookfield  and  North  Brookfield  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Stephens  Pond,  so  called,  with  all  the  inhabitants  and  estates 
thereon,  is  hereby  set  off  from  the  town  of  North  Brookfield, 
and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Brookfield :  provided,  lioicever, 
that  for  the  purpose  of  electing  representatives  to  the  gen-  where  to  vote 
eral  court,  to  which  the  said  town  of  North  Brookfield  is  thVsf^'^^^^^  * 
entitled,  until  the  next  decennial  census  shall  be  taken,  in 
pursuance  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  the  said  territory  shall  remain  and  continue  to 
be  a  part  of  the  town  of  North  Brookfield,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants resident  therein  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  choice 
of  such  representatives,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office 
of  representative  in  the  town  of  North  Brookfield,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  inhabitants  and  estates  so  set  off  Taxes,  &c. 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  taxes  that  have  been  legally  as- 
sessed on  them  by  the  town  of  North  Brookfield,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed.  And  until 
the  next  general  valuation  of  estates  in  this  Commonwealth, 
the  town  of  Brookfield  shall  annually  pay  over  to  the  said 
town  of  North  Brookfield  the  proportion  of  any  state  or 
county  tax  which  the  said  town  of  North  Brookfield  may 
have  to  pay,  upon  the  inhabitants  or  estates  hereby  set  oft'. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  persons  who  have  heretofore  gained  a  Support  of 
legal  settlement  in  the  town  of  North  Brookfield  by  reason  p^^p^"^^" 
of  a  residence  on  the  territory  set  oft"  as  aforesaid,  or  by 
having  been  proprietors  thereof,  or  who  may  derive  such 
settlement  from  any  such  resident  or  proprietor,  shall  stand 
in  need  of  relief  or  support  as  paupers,  they  shall  be  relieved 
and  supported  by  the  said  town  of  Brookfield,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  had  gained  a  legal  settlement  in  that 
town. 

Sect.  4.  The  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Brookfield  shall  List  of  voters. 
annually,  until  the  next  decennial  census,  fourteen  days,  at 
least,  before  the  second  Monday  of  November,  furnish  to  the 
selectmen  of  North  Brookfield  a  correct  list,  so  far  as  may 
be  ascertained  from  the  records  of  the  town  of  Brookfield 
or  any  of  its  officers,  of  all  persons  resident  on  the  territory 
hereby  set  off",  who  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  representa- 
Itives  as  aforesaid,  in  North  Brookfield. 
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Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passao-e.      [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854,] 

Chap.  326  An  Act  concerning  Fees  of  Witnesses  in  Cases  of  Contested  Elections 
of  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

AVitoessesfees  That  ill  cascs  of  contestcd  elections  of  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  no  party  shall  be  paid,  by  the 
Commonwealth,  any  fees  for  witnesses,  unless  the  committee 
by  which  such  case  is  heard,  shall  certify  that  there  was 
reasonable  cause  for  the  attendance  of  such  witnesses. 
[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 


to  be  certified. 


ChcfJ).  327  An  Act  relating  to  Mill  and  Reservoir  Dams. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

County  com-       Sect.  1.     It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  county  com- 
view'°&c!^^  *°  missioners  of  the  several  counties  in  this   Commonwealth, 
on  application  made  to  them  in  writing,  by  any  person  or 
persons  owning  mill  or  other  property  liable  to  destruction 
or  damage  by  the  breaking  of  any  mill  or  reservoir  dam, 
or  on  application  of  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  on  account 
of  the  liability  of  damage  to  any  roads  or  bridges  from  the 
same  cause  in  such  town,  to  view  and  thoroughly  to  examine 
Notice  to  ad-   such  dam  or  dams,  and  give  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  of 
^erse party,      the  time  and  place   of  such  view  and  examination;  and  if, 
in    the    judgment    of    said    commissioners,   the   same  are 
not  sufficiently  strong  and  substantial  to  resist  the  action  of 
the  water  under  any  circumstances  which  may  reasonably 
be  supposed  to  exist,  it  shall  be  the   duty  of  said  commis- 
sioners to  determine  and  direct  what  alterations  or  addi- 
tions are  required,  to  make  such  dam  permanent  and  secure, 
Shall givewrit-  and  they  shall  give   a  written  direction  to   the   owner  or 
ten  irections.  Q-^j-^gpg  ^f  ^u(A\  dam   to  make  such  alterations  or  repairs 
within  a  reasonable  time ;  and  a  record  shall  be  made  of 
the  result  of  such  examination  by  the  said  commissioners. 
Result  of  ex-    and  auy  such  record  shall  be  taken  as  admissible  evidence 
b™recorded^°    in  the  trial  of  any  issue  involving  the  liability  of  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  dam,  if  the  owners  had  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard  before  said  commissioners. 
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Sect.  2,  If  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  dam  thus  ex-  Dam  may  be 
amined  and  adjudged  to  be  unsafe,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  make  such  alterations,  additions  or  repairs,  as  have  been 
ordered  by  said  commissioners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
commissioners,  on  being  notified  by  the  party  or  parties 
making  application,  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  cause 
such  dam,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  they  may  deem  necessa- 
ry for  the  safety  of  property,  roads,  or  bridges  on  the 
stream  below,  to  be  removed ;  and  after  such  removal  of 
said  dam,  or  parts  thereof,  no  structure  shall  be  erected, 
except  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Sect.  3.  If  at  any  time  when  a  dam  is  adjudged  to  be  Dam  may  be 
unsafe  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  pond 
caused  by  said  dam  should  be  so  filled  with  water  that  the 
dam  cannot  be  removed  without  danger  to  mill  and  other 
property,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners 
to  cause  such  dam  to  be  forthwith  raised,  or  otherwise 
altered  and  made  safe,  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  or 
owners  of  said  dam,  such  owner,  upon  notice,  neglecting  to 
raise  or  otherwise  alter  and  make  safe  the  said  dam. 

Sect.  4.  The  cost  or  expense  of  all  examinations  of  ^^P^^i^e,  by 
dams,  made  by  any  board  of  commissioners  under  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  party  making  application  for  the  same : 
provided^  the  said  commissioners  shall  order  no  alteration 
or  additions  to  such  dams ;  otherwise  the  expense  shall  be 
paid  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  same ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  the  party  making  application  for  such  examination  is 
the  owner  of  the  dam,  the  expense  shall  be  paid  by  the 
applicant. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  on  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 

An  Act  lo  authorize  Justices  of  the  Peace    to  impose  Imprisonment  in-  Chap.  328 
stead  of  Fine,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     In  place  of  the  fine  as   set  forth  in  the  twenty-  Discretionary 
fourth  section  of   the   eighty-fifth  chapter  of  the  Revised  tke?.'^  °  '''^^' 
Statutes,  every  justice  of  the  peace  within  his  county  may, 
in  his  discretion,  impose  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  or 
house  of  correction,  for  a  time  not  exceeding  ninety  days. 
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Defendant  to 
pay  costs. 


Sect.  2.  In  case  the  justice  shall  impoje  imprisonment, 
he  may,  in  addition  thereto,  order  the  defendant  to  pay 
the  costs  of  prosecution.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 

15,1854.] 


Chap.  329  An  Act  in  addition   to   the    several    Acts    for   the   Relief  of  Insolvent 
Debtors,  and  for  the  more  Equal  Distribution  of  iheir  Eflects. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 


Meetings  of 
creditors,  how 
called. 


Commissioner 
may   order 
meetings. 


Schedules. 


Warrants, 


Sect.  1.  Whenever,  in  any  proceedings  in  insolvency, 
there  shall  occur,  from  any  cause,  a  failure  to  call  or  hold  a 
second  or  third  meeting  of  creditors  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law,  such  second  or  third  meeting  may,  upon  pe- 
tition of  an  interested  party,  be  ordered  afte*  that  time, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  or  any  judge 
thereof,  and  with  like  effect  as  to  the  validity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings thereat,  as  if  such  proceedings  had  transpired  at  a 
like  meeting  held  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

Sect.  2.  Upon  the  death,  resignation  or  neglect  of  the 
assignee,  or  his  absence  from  the  county  in  which  the  pro- 
ceedings are  pending,  whereby  any  meeting  to  be  called  or 
notified  by  him,  is  liable  to  be  defeated,  such  meeting  may 
be  called  or  notified  by  the  clerk  on  the  order  of  the  com- 
missioner before  whom  the  proceedings  are  pending,  on  pe- 
tition of  any  interested  party,  with  notice  at  the  discretion 
of  the  commissioner,  to  such  assignee,  if  living,  and  with 
the  like  effect  as  to  the  validity  of  the  proceedings  had  at 
such  meeting,  as  if  the  same  had  been  called  and  notified 
by  the  assignee. 

Sect.  3.  The  schedules  of  creditors  and  of  assets  shall, 
in  no  case,  be  delivered  to  the  assignee,  but  to  the  custody 
of  the  clerk,  by  whom  certified  copies  shall  be  furnished  to 
the  assignee. 

Sect.  4.  The  warrant  to  the  messenger  shall,  in  all 
cases,  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  or  either  of  his  deputies, 
of  the  county  in  which  the  proceedings  are  pending.  [Ap- 
'proved  by  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Sewing  Machine  Company,         ChajJ.  ooO 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     John  P.  Bowker,  Junior,  Adin  Partridge,  H.  W.  Corporators. 
Wetherell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Sewing  Machine 
Company ;  for  the  purpose   of   manufacturing   sewing  ma-  Purpose, 
chines,  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  with  all  the  powers  and  priv-  Powers,  privi- 
ileges,   and    subject   to    all   the    duties,    restrictions,    and  ^°^^' 
liabilities,    set   forth   in   the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  such  real  and  per-  S250,ooo  real 
sonal  estate,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  estate^^^^°°^ 
purposes  aforesaid:  provided,  however,  that  the  whole  capi- 
tal stock  of  said  company  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  No  shares  to 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  der^par^ 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  may  be 
first  created. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  eflFect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Shaw  Institute  or  Asylum  for  Mariners'       Chap.  331 

Children. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aiithority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Gardiner   Howland    Shaw,    Quincy   A.  Shaw,  Corporators. 
Francis  Gr.  Shaw,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  here- 
by made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Shaw  Institute 
or  Asylum  for  Mariners'  Children,  for  charitable  and  benevo- 
lent  purposes ;  with  all  the  powers    and   privileges,    and  Powers, duties, 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  *°' 
in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Eevised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  prescribe  by  its  by-laws.  By-laws, 
the  manner  in  which  persons  may  become  members  thereof. 

Sect.  3.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Hold  real  and 
estate,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceed-  P^sonai  estate 
ing  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.     \ Approved  by  the   Gov- 
ernor, April  18,  1854.] 
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Chap.  o32  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England  Magnetic  Alarm  Manufactur- 
ing Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Geiieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         g^cT.  1.     S.  P.  Tajlop,  GeorgG  A.  Hill,  George  0.  Bras- 
tOTT,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  of  the  New  England  Electro-Mag- 
netic Alarm  Manufacturing  Company;  to  be  located  in  the 
Purpose.         county  of  Suffolk,   for   tlie   purpose  of  manufacturing   and 
Powers,  privi-  vending  electro-magnetic  alarms ;  with  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,   restrictions  and 
liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eiglith  and   forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
^eai  estate,  Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purposes 

capital, '         aforesaid,  real  estate  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dol- 
5100,000.         \cy^Q  .  r^j^(j  i\^Q  whole  capital  stock  thereof,  shall  not  exceed 

one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to       Sect.  3.     No  share,  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company, 
der  par.  shall  be  issucd  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 

in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1854.] 

Chap.  333  An  Act  in  Relation  to  the  Interest  on  Notes  and    Securities  taken  for 

Lands  sold  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Interest  con-       Sect.  1.     From  and  after  the  first  day  of  the  present 
come.  .year,  the  interest  on  notes  and  bonds  taken  for  sales  of 

lands  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  belonging  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts School  Fund,  and  Western  Railroad  Stock  Sinking 
Fund,  shall  be  considered  and  treated  as  income  of  said 
funds. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1854.] 
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An  Act  Concerning   the  Harvard  Branch  Railroad.  Choj).  334 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sejiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Harvard  Branch  Railroad  Corporation,  A' ^yiiscon- 
actino;  in  concurrence  with  James  Dana,  Oliver  Hastings,  sell  property. 
and  Gardner  G.  Hubbard,  trustees,  under  a  mortgage  exe- 
cuted by  said  corporation,  are  hereby  authorized  to  discon- 
tinue their  road,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  all  its  right,  title,  and  interest  iu,  and  to  any  and  all  real 
estate  and  personal  property,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  one  or 
more  purchasers,  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  to  be  appropri- 
ated in  the  manner  provided  in  the  following  section. 

Sect.  2.  James  Dana,  Oliver  Hastings,  and  Gardner  G. 
Hubbard,  trustees,  under  a  mortgage  executed  by  said  cor- 
poration, acting  in  concurrence  with  said  corporation,  are 
hereby  authorized  to  sell  and  convey  their  railroad,  with  its 
franchise  and  privilege,  and  the  purchase  money  shall  be  Purchase  mon- 
first  applied  in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  any  and  all  pUed!*^  '^^' 
liens  and  incumbrances  upon  the  same,  then  to  the  payments 
of  all  the  debts  of  said  corporation,  and  the  balance  thereof 
to  be  paid  to  the  stockholders  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  stock  held  by  them  respectivel3\ 

Sect.  3.     Any  party  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  said  cor- Ass"^'*'^'^?^^" 
poration  and  trustees  may  apply  to  the  supreme  judicial  &c^"^^^^^^'' 
court,  sitting  in  equity,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
who  shall  have  full  equity  powers  in  the  premises,  and  shall 
make  such  orders  and  decrees  as  are  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  equity. 

Sect.  4,  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  19,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  within  the  City  of  Cambridge.      Chap.  335 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives', in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     A  Police   Court  is  hereby  established,  in  the  Police  court 
city  of  Cambridge,  to  consist  of  one  competent  and  discreet  ^^  ^ 
person,  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  court  shall  have   original  and  exclu- Jurisdicticm. 
sive  jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors, 
committed  within  said  city  of  Cam,bridge,  whereof  justices  of 
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the  peace  now  have,  or  may  hereafter  have,  jurisdiction ;  also 
of  all  suits  and  actions  which  may  now,  or  at  any  time  here- 
after, be  heard,  tried  and  determined,  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  whenever  all  the  parties 
shall  reside  in  Cambridge,  and  service  of  the  writ  is  had  on 
the  defendant  in  said  county.    The  said  court  shall  have  orig- 
inal and  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  justices  of  the  peace  in 
said  county  of  Middlesex,  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  mis- 
demeanors, whereof  justices  of  the  peace  now  have  or  here- 
after may  have  jurisdiction;  also  of  all  suits  and  actions 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  within 
the  county  of  Middlesex. 
Returns  of         Sect.  3.     All  Warrants  issued  by  the  said  court  or  by  any 
warrants.         justice  of  the  pcacc  in  Cambridge,  in  any  criminal  suit  or 
prosecution,  shall  be  made  returnable  before  the  said  court. 
No  fees  allow-      Sect.  4.     No  fccs  shall  be  allowed  to  any  justice  of  the 
of  the  peace!^^  pcacc  for  any  warrant  issued  by  him,  returnable  before  said 
court,  unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  there  was  just 
and  reasonable  cause  for  issuing  the  warrant. 
Justices  of  the      Sect.  5.     Evcry  justicc  of  the  peace  in  the  city  of  Cam- 
se?vators,X!^'  bridge  shall,  notwithstanding  any  thing  contained  in  this  act, 
have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  conservator 
of  the  peace,  for  suppressing  all  affrays,  riots,  assaults  and 
batteries,  and  for  arresting  all  persons  concerned  therein ; 
and  all  persons   so   arrested,  whether  upon  a  warrant,  in 
writing,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  brought  before  the  said  court 
for  examination,  to  be  there  dealt  with  according  to  law. 
Appeal  Sect.  6.     An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments 

allowed.  ^^  ^^j^j  poHcc  court,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  same   ex- 

tent, that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law,  from  judgments 
of  justices    of  the    peace  5    and  the  justice  of   said  police 
court  shall  not  be   of   counsel  to  any  party  in  any  cause 
which  may  be  pending  in  said  court. 
Fines,  &c.  how      Sect.  7.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crim- 
disposedof.      -^^-^  prosccutions,  which  shall  be  received  by,  or  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  justice   of  said  court,  shall  be  by  him  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the'  same 
manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are  by  law  pre- 
scribed in  the  case  of  justices   of  the  peace.     All  costs  in 
such  prosecutions  not  thus  received,  shall  be  made  up,  taxed, 
certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace. 
Salary  of  jus-      Sect.  8.     The  justicc  of  Said  court  shall  receive  an  an- 
*^"^*  nual  salary  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  the  amount 

of  which,  if  above  that  sum,  shall  be  determined  not  ofteuer 
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than  once  in  each  j^ear  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  city  council  of  said  city;  and  said  salary 
shall  be  paid  to  him  in  equal  quarterly  payments,  out  of  the 
treasury  of  said  city,  and  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services 
which  he  is  or  may  hereafter  be  required  or  authorized  to 
perform  as  said  justice. 

Sect.  9.  A  court  shall  be  holden  by  the  said  standing  jus-  Court,  how  of- 
tice,  or  by  the  special  justice,  at  some  suitable  and  convenient  <^°  °  ^  ^  ■ 
place,  to  be  provided  by  the  city,  on  every  day  of  the  week, 
Sundays  and  days  of  public  thanksgiving  and  fast  excepted, 
at  such  hour  in  the  forenoon  as  said  standing  justice  shall 
by  general  rule  appoint,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes, 
offences  and  misdemeanors,  and  on  one  fixed  day  of  the 
week,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  by  adjournment  so 
much  oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  entry  and  trial  of 
civil  actions,  the  hearing  of  motions,  and  such  other  civil 
business  as  may  come  before  it.  And  the  said  standing 
justice  shall,  from  time  to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules 
for  the  orderly  and  uniform  conducting  of  the  business  of 
the  said  court. 

Sect.  10.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  ^haii  keep  a 

Ton  T  •  -1  i  Tini  fair  record  and 

record  ot  all  proceedings  m  said  court,  and  shall  make  re-  make  return. 
turn  to  the  several  courts,  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of 
his  doings  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the 
peace  are  now  by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also, 
annually,  in  the  month  of  December,  exhibit  to  the  city 
council  of  the  said  city  of  Cambridge,  a  true  and  faithful 
statement  of  moneys  received  by  him  as  fees. 

Sect.  11.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall,  twice  in  every  Fees,  &c.,  paid 
year,  on  the  first  day  of  June  and  on  the  first  day  of  De-rer.^^  ^ 
cember,  account  for  and  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
said  city  of  Cambridge  all  fees  of  every  description  received 
by  him  in  the  course  of  his  judicial  proceedings,  civil  or 
criminal. 

Sect.  12.  The  justice  of  said  court  is  hereby  authorized  cierk  appoint- 
to  appoint  a  clerk  of  said  police  court,  to  be  paid  by  him,  ^ 
and  to  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  said  justice, 
whenever,  in  his  discretion,  the  business  of  the  court  shall 
require  such  appointment.  And  the  clerk  so  appointed 
shall  be  duly  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  justice  shall 
keep  a  fair  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  said  court. 

Sect.  13.  The  jurisdiction  of  said  police  court  shall  not  Junstiiction 
be  limited  by  reason  of  any  interest  on  the  part  of  the  ^°*  ^^'^^'^^^' 
justices  of  said  court  in  the  payment  of  fines  and  costs  into 
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One  special 
justice. 


the  treasury  of  the  said  city  of  Cambridge,  or  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex. 

Sect.  14.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one  special 
justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,  sickness,  interest  or  other  disability  of  the  stand- 
ing justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to  hear 
and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until  such  disability 
be  removed.  The  said  special  justice  shall  be  paid  for  the 
services  performed  by  him,  out  of  the  salary  of  the  standing 
justice,  such  sum  as  said  standing  justice  would  be  entitled 
to  for  the  same  services. 

Sect.  15.  All  suits,  actions  and  prosecutions,  which  shall 
be  pending  within  the  said  city  of  Cambridge,  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  efi'ect,  shall 
be  heard  and  .determined  as  though  this  act  had  not 
passed. 

Sect.  16.  The  governor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing and  special  justice  at  any  time  after  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  17.  This  act  shall  not  take  effect  unless  accepted 
in^six^ty^daj^s.  ^7  ^hc  city  council  of  Cambridge  within  sixty  days  from  its 
passage.     [App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  19,  1854.] 


Pending  ac- 
tions, how  dis 
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Act  void,  un- 


Lo  cation. 


Chcip.  336  An  Act  concerning  the  Stoneham  Branch  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Stoneham  Branch  Railroad  Company  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  locate,  construct  and 
maintain  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  present  location  of 
their  railroad  in  Medford,  near  the  farm  of  Peter  C.  Hall, 
and  a  little  northerly  of  Purchase  Street,  in  said  Medford, 
and  from  thence  across  Mystic  River,  and  from  thence  south- 
erly and  across  South  Street,  in  said  Medford,  across  the 
street  leading  from-  Medford  to  Charlestown,  and  from 
thence  to  a  point  in  Somerville,  upon  the  Boston  and  Maine 
Railroad,  with  authority  to  connect  with  said  railroad ;  or 
said  company  may  connect  their  railroad  with  the  road  of 
the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation,  as  provided 
in  their  charter,  at  any  point  north  of  the  principal  depot 
in  Winchester.     All  that  part  of  the  present  location  of 
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the  Stoneham  Branch  Railroad,  southerly  of  Purchase  Street 
in  Medford,  is  hereby  wholly  discontinued. 

Sect.  2.  If  the  said  Stoneham  Branch  Railroad  Compa- 
ny shall  avail  themselves  of  the  power  conferred  by  the 
foregoing  section,  to  enter  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad, 
then  all  of  the  present  location  of  their  road  situate  souther- 
ly of  the  point  from  whence  their  new  location  shall  leave 
and  depart  from  their  present  location,  shall  be,  and  hereby  Location  dis- 
is  also,  wholly  discontinued,  and  any  person  upon,  across,  or  ^°^^^^'^^^- 
over  whose  lands  any  embankments,  excavations,  or  work 
have  been  made  or  performed  on  that  part  of  the  location 
hereby  discontinued,  shall  have  the  right  and  liberty  to  file 
his  petition  for  his  damages  sustained  thereby,  and  to  have 
the  same  determined  and  assessed,  according  to  the  laws 
heretofore  enacted  for  the  assessment  and  recovery  of  rail- 
road damages. 

Sect.  3.     Said  Stoneham  Branch  Railroad   Company  is  Additional 
hereby  authorized  to  increase  their  capital    stock   to  an ''^^'*^^" 
amount  not  exceeding  the   sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  the  whole. 

Sect.  4.     Said  company  shall  have  the  further  time  of  Time  extended 
three  years,  within  which  to  locate  and  construct  their  rail- 
road, as  herein  provided. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  19,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Hopkinton  Branch  Railroad  Company.        Chap.  337 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  a?id  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Lee   Claflin,  Silas  Mirick,  Erastus  Thompson,  Corporaiors. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Hopkinton  Branch  Railroad  Com- 
pany, with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  Privileges,  Ua- 
the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty- '''^'*'^''  '^''■ 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of 
the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  said  statutes,  relating  to  railroad 
corporations,  and  in  the  public  statutes  which  have  been,  or 
may  be  hereafter  passed,  relating  to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  is  hereby  empowered  to  lo-  Location. 
cate,  construct  and  maintain,  with  one   or  more  tracks,  a 
branch  railroad,  commencing  at  some  point  near  the  centre 
village   of  Hopkinton,  thence   running  to  the   sand  banks, 
near  Indian  Brook,  thence  to  the  station  house  of  the  Bos- 
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ton  and  Worcester  Railroad,  at  Cordaville,  at  which  point 
the  said  company  may  enter  upon,  and  unite  their  railroad, 
by  proper  turnouts  and  switches,  with  the  said  Boston  and 
Worcester  Railroad,  or  may  follow,  as  near  as  may  be  con- 
venient, said  Indian  Brook,  to  a  point  on  the  said  Boston 
and  Worcester  Railroad,  near  where  the  said  railroad  now 
crosses  said  Indian  Brook,  at  which  point  the  said  company 
may  enter  upon  and  unite  their  railroad,  by  proper  turnouts 
and  switches,  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad. 
Capital,  1,200  Sect.  3.  The  Capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  con- 
each^^'  sist  of  not  morc  than  twelve  hundred  shares,  the  number 

of  which  shall,  from  time   to  time,  be   determined  by  the 
directors  of  said  corporation,  and  no   assessment  shall  be 
laid  thereon,  of  a  greater  amount,  in  the  whole,  than  one 
No  shares  to  hundred  dollars  on  each  share ;  and  no  shares  shall  be  is- 
^eissue  un  ei  ^^^^^  f^^  r^  jggg  ^^^  ^j.  aj^Qunt,  to  be   actually  paid  in  on 

each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued ;  and  said 
company  may  invest  and  hold  such  part  thereof,  in  real  and 
personal  estate,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient,  for 
the  purpose  of  their  incorporation. 

Location  and  Sect.  4.  If  the  locatiou  of  Said  branch  railroad  shall 
not  be  filed  within  sixteen  months,  and  said  branch  railroad 
be  not  constructed  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  same  shall  be  null  and  void. 

May  unite  with      Sect.  5.     Said  Corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter 

another  road.  i  ••        xi     •  m  t      i  ^  j.  j 

upon   and  unite    their   railroad,   by   proper   turnouts   and 
switches,  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad,  and  use 
the  same,  and  any  part  thereof,  under  the  provisions  and 
restrictions  of  the  laws  relating  to  railroads. 
May  be  used  by      Sect.  6.     The  legislature  may  authorize  any  corporation 

Other  ro3.cis  o  i/  »/  j-  ^ 

to  enter,  with  another  railroad,  upon,  and  use  the  Hopkm- 
ton  Branch  Railroad,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  complying 
with  such  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  as  the  said  Hop- 
kinton  Branch  Railroad  may  prescribe,  or  as  may  be  deter- 
mined according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 

Tolls.  Sect.  7.     The  legislature  may,  after  the  expiration  of 

four  years  from  the  time  when  said  railroad  shall  be  opened 
for  use,  from  time  to  time,  alter  or  reduce  the  rate  of  tolls 
or  other  profits  upon  said  railroad ;  but  the  tolls  or  profits 
shall  not,  without  the  consent  of  said  company,  be  so  re- 
duced as  to  produce  less  than  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  upon 
the  investment  of  said  company. 

Mayieaseroad  Sect.  8.  Said  Hopldnton  Branch  Railroad  Company  are 
hereby  empowered  to  lease  their  railroad  to  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Railroad  Corporation. 
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Sect.  9.  The  corporation  hereby  established  is  author-  May  sell  and 
ized  to  sell  and  transfer  all  its  property,  rights,  privileges  ertyf  ^^  ^^°^ 
and  franchises,  under  this  charter,  to  the  Boston  and  Wor- 
cester Railroad  Corporation,  or  its  successors,  upon  such 
terms  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  and  upon  such 
transfer,  said  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  Corporation 
shall  enjoy  and  be  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges 
and  franchises,  hereby  granted,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  restrictions  and  liabilities  hereby  imposed. 

Sect.  10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  19,  1854] 

An  Act  for  supplying  the  City  of  Worcester  with  Pure  Water.         Chap.  338 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect,  1.  The  city  of  Worcester  is  hereby  authorized  to 
hold,  by  purchase,  and  to  convey  to,  into  and  through  the 
said  city,  the  water  of  the  Henshaw  Pond,  so  called,  in  the  Water,  where 
town  of  Leicester,  and  the  waters  that  may  flow  into  and 
from  the  same,  and  any  water-rights  connected  therewith,  or 
(if  the  city  council  shall  so  elect)  the  waters  of  a  brook 
running  throuirh  the  town  of  Holden  and  through  the  west- 
erly part  of  Worcester,  called  Tatnic  Brook,  the  water  to 
be  taken  from  a  point  in  the  same  in  said  town  of  Holden, 
about  two  miles  above  the  village  of  Tatnic,  so  called,  in 
said  Worcester;  and  said  city  may' also  hold,  by  purchase.  May  hold  land, 
any  lands  or  real  estate,  necessary  for  laying  or  maintaining 
an  aqueduct  for  conducting  the  water  from  either  of  said 
sources  to  said  city,  and  for  forming  reservoirs,  and  may  also 
hold  land  around  the  margin  of  said  pond,  or  around  the 
margin  of  any  reservoir  or  water  source  which  they  may  pos- 
sess or  create,  in  the  valley  of  said  brook,  for  the  purpose  of 
furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water  for  the  city  of  Worcester. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  city  may  make  and  build  a  permanent  May  build 
aqueduct,  from  either  of  the  aforesaid  water  sources,  to,  ^'i^^'^"'''^'  *<=• 
into  and  through  the  said  city,  and  secure  and  maintain  the 
same  by  any  works  suitable  therefor,  may  erect  and  main- 
tain a  dam  or  dams,  at  the  outlet  of  said  pond,  or  in  the 
valley  of  said  brook,  at  the  point  above  mentioned,  and  at 
other  points  above  the  same,  in  the  valley  of  said  stream,  to 
raise  and  retain  the  waters  therein;  and  may  erect  and 
maintain  reservoirs,  enlarge  water  sources,  make  and  main- 
tain public  hydrants,  in  such  places  as  may  be  deemed 
32 
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proper ;  may  distribute  the  water  through  the  city,  and  for 
,  that  purpose,  may  lay  down  pipes  to  any  house  or  building 
in  the  cit}^,  by  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  them 
thereto,  and  may  regulate  the  use  of  the  water,  and  estab- 
lish rents  and  prices  to  be  paid  therefor;  and  the  city  may, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  carry  and  conduct  any  aqueduct 
or  other  work,  over  or  under  any  street,  highway,  or 
other  way,  or  in  such  manner  as  not  to  obstruct  the  travel 
thereon,  and  may  enter  upon  and  dig  up  any  such  road, 
street  or  way,  by  consent  of  the  town  in  which  the  same 
may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  pipes  beneath  the 
surface  thereof,  and  for  making  and  repairing  the  same : 
provided,  however,  that  nothing  contained  in  this  section 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  said  city  to  take  or 
flow  the  land,  or  to  take,  or  in  any  way  injure,  the  prop- 
erty of  any  person  or  corporation,  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 
City  to  appoint  Sect.  3.  The  rights,  powcrs  and  authority  given  to  the 
eommissioneis  ^-^^  ^^  Worccstcr,  by  tliis  act,  shall  be  exercised  by  the  said 
city,  subject  to  the  restrictions,  duties  and  liabilities  herein 
contained,  in  such  manner,  and  by  such  commissioners,  offi- 
cers, agents  and  servants,  as  the  city  council  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  ordain,  appoint  and  direct. 
City  to  issue  Sect.  4.  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  and  ex- 
^"'P'  penses  of  such  land,  estate,  water,  and  water-rights,  so  pur- 

chased and  held,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this  act,  and 
of  constructing  said  aqueduct  and  works  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  act,  and  all  expenses 
incident  thereto,  the  city  council  shall  have  authority,  from 
time  to  time,  to  borrow  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  and  to 
issue  notes,  scrip,  or  certificates  of  debts  therefor,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  in  this  Commonwealth,  the  said  interest  to  be 
When  payable,  payable  scmi-annually,  and  the  principal  shall  be  made  pay- 
able at  periods  not  more  than  twenty  years  from  the  issuing 
of  said  scrip,  notes  or  certificates,  respectively;  -and  the 
city  council  may  sell  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  from 
time  to  time,  at  public  or  private  sale,  or  pledge  the  same 
for  money  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  this  act,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  city  council  shall  judge  proper ; 
and  the  city  council  are  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to 
time,  to  appropriate,  grant  and  assess  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  any  one 
year,  towards  paying  the  principal  of  the  money  so  bor- 
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rowed  or  obtained,  and  the  interest  thereof,  in  the  same 
manner  as  money  is  appropriated,  granted  and  assessed  for 
other  city  purposes. 

Sect.  5.  The  city  council  shall,  from  time  to  time,  regu-  Price  of  water. 
late  the  price  or  rent  for  the  use  of  the  water,  with  a  view 
to  the  payment  from  the  net  income  and  receipts,  not  only 
of  the  semi-annual  interest,  but  ultimately  of  the  principal 
of  said  debt  so  contracted,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  prac- 
ticable and  reasonable. 

Sect.  6.  If  any  person  shall  wantonly  or  maliciously  Penalty  for  di- 
divert  the  water,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  of  the  ponds,  ^"  ^"^  ^^  ^^' 
stream,  or  water  source,  which  shall  be  taken  by  the  city, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  shall  corrupt  the 
same,  or  destroy  or  injure  any  dam,  aqueduct  pipe,  conduit, 
hydrant,  machine,  or  other  property  held,  owned  or  used  by 
the  city,  by  the  authority  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
every  such  person  or  persons,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  said 
city,  three  times  the  amount  of  the  damages  that  shall  be 
assessed  therefor,  to  be  recovered  by  any  proper  action, 
and  every  such  person  or  persons  may,  moreover,  on  indict- 
ment for  and  conviction  of  either  of  the  wanton  and  mali- 
cious acts  aforesaid,  be  punished  by  a  fine,  not  exceeding- 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding 
one  year. 

Sect.  7.    Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  city  to  make 
to  authorize  said  city  to  take  or  to  appropriate  the  property  ^°"t^''''<=**- 
of  any  person  or  corporation,  to  its  own  use,  unless  it  be 
by  contract  or  agreement  with  the  owner  thereof. 

Sect.  8.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  shall  Act  void,  un- 
notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  said  city,  to  meet  in  irsix'ty'^days. 
their  respective  wards,  on  such  day  as  the  said  mayor  and 
aldermen  shall  direct,  not  exceeding  sixty  days  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  their 
written  votes  upon  the  question,  whether  they  will  accept 
the  same ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  so  given  upon  the 
question  shall  be  in  the  negative,  this  act  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Sect.  9.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  20,  1854.] 
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Chap.  339  An  Act  for  the  better  Security  of  Property  in  Logs,  Masts,  Spars,  and 

other  Timber. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Penalty  for  ta-  Sect.  1.  If  any  pei'son  shall,  hereafter,  unlawfully  take, 
king  logs,  &c.  ^,g^pj,y  away,  or  otherwise  convert  to  his  own  use,  or  shall 
cut  up  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  away  or  converting  to 
his  own  use,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  any  log  or 
logs,  suitable  to  he  sawed  or  cut  into  boards,  clapboards, 
shingles,  joists,  or  other  timber,  or  any  mast  or  spar,  the 
property  of  another,  whether  the  owner  thereof  be  known 
or  unknown,  lying  or  being  in  any  river,  pond,  canal,  lake, 
bay,  stream,  or  inlet,  within  this  Commonwealth,  he  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction 
thereof,  in  the  county  where  the  offence  was  committed, 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  police  court,  having  cog- 
nizance thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  by  such  justice  or  police 
court,  for  each  and  every  such  log,  mast,  or  spar,  to  pay  a 
fine,  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  of  not  less  than  five 
dollars  and  not  more  than  twenty  dollars,  together  with 
the  costs  of  prosecution ;  or,  instead  of  such  fine  and  cost, 
the  offender  may  be  sentenced  by  such  justice  or  police 
court,  to  confinement  in  the  house  of  correction,  or  common 
jail,  for  a  time  not  less  than  thirty  days,  nor  more  than  six 
months. 
Formpr  acts  Sect.  2.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
notafiected.  ^^  ^^  affcct  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  fifty-second  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  the  provisions  of  chapter  twen- 
ty-six of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  Timber  carried 
upon  adjoining  Lands  by  Floods." 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  20,  1854.] 

Chap.  340  An  Act  to  establish  the  East  Walpole  Branch  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 
lives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     John  Morsc,  Francis  W.  Bird,  Willard  Lewis, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpo- 
ration, by  the  name  of  the  East  Walpole  Branch  Railroad 
Powers.duties,  Company,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject 
*"•  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
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forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  and  in  that 
part  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  thereof,  relating  to  railroad 
corporations,  and  to  all  general  laws  which  have  been,  or 
shall  hereafter  be  passed,  relative  to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  is  hereby  authorized  and  em-  Location. 
powered  to  locate,  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  with 
one  or  more  tracks,  from  some  convenient  point  on  the  Bos- 
ton and  New  York  Central  Eailroad,  near  the  South  Ded- 
ham  and  East  Walpole  Station,  on  said  Boston  and  New 
York  Central  Eailroad  in  South  Dedham,  to  some  con- 
venient point  in  East  Walpole,. near  the  Post  Office ;  and  to 
enter  with  their  railroad,  by  proper  turnouts  and  switches, 
upon  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Eailroad,  at  the 
point  aforesaid,  and  to  use  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not  Capital,  2o0 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  of  one  hundred  (JqI- ^^^j^®^' °^  ^^^'^ 
lars  each,  the  number  of  which  shall  be   determined,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  directors  of  said  company;   and  said 
company  may  purchase  and  hold  such  real  estate  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  their  incorporation. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- No  shares  to 
ration  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actu-  der  p*a"r!  ""' 
ally  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  first  be  issued. 

Sect.  5.     If  the  location  of  this  road  shall  not  be  filed  when  filed  and 
within  one  year,  and  if  said  railroad  be  not  constructed  constructed. 
within  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  then  this 
act  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  6.     The   said  company  are  hereby  authorized  to  May  unite  with 
extend  their  railroad  hereby  authorized,  from  its  terminus  ^"o'^'i^'^  ^°^^- 
in  East  Walpole,  to  unite  with  the  Boston  and  New  York 
Central  Eailroad  at  some  convenient  point  between  East 
Walpole  and  Walpole  Centre,  and  to  enter  upon  the  Boston 
and  New  York  Central  Eailroad,  at  the  point  aforesaid,  and 
to  use  the  same  according  to  the  provisions  of  law ;  and  for 
the  purposes  of   this  extension,  the  capital  stock  of  this 
company  maybe  increased,  by  adding  thereto  not  exceeding  May  increase 
three  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  '^^'p^^^^- 
dollars  each. 

Sect.  7.     If  the  extension,  authorized  by  the  preceding  Extension, 
section,  shall  not  be  located  and  built  within  three  years  ""^^^  ^°^'*' 
from  the  passage  of  this   act,  then  so   much   of  this  act  as 
relates  to  such  extension,  shall  be  void. 
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May  lease,  &c.  Sect.  8.  Said  company  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  any 
contract  with  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad 
Company,  or  its  successors,  for  the  leasing  or  the  use  and 
maintenance  of  the  railroad  hereby  authorized. 

Sect.  9.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [App7-oved  by  the  Governor,  April  20,  1854.] 

Chap.  341  An  Act  to  establish  the  Compensation  of  the  Messengers  and  Door-keepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  Assistant  Messenger 
to  Governor  and  Council. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Compensation       Sect.  1.     The  Compensation  of  each  of  the  door-keepers 
established.      ^^^^  mcsscngers  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
and  of  the  assistant  messenger  to  the  governor  and  council, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  last,  shall  be  three 
dollars  per  day ;  and  the  compensation  of  each  of  the  pages 
of  the  senate   and  house  of  representatives   shall  be  two 
dollars  for  each  and  every  day  they  may  be  respectively 
employed  in  their  several  capacities. 
Inconsistent         Sect.  2.     So  mucli  of  the  act  pass^ed  April  twenty-four, 
act  repealed.     ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  thousaud  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  as  is  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed. 
Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  20,  1854.] 

Chap.  342  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Ladies'  Collegiate  Institute. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Lemuel  Porter,  Amory  Gale,  E.  A.  Cummings, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Ladies'  Collegiate  Institute,  to  be 
established  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
Powers.dutics,  shire,  for  educational  purposes ;  with  all  the  powers  and 
*^"  privileges,  and    subject  to  all    the    liabilities,    duties    and 

restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 
Hold  real  and  Sect.  2.  Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 
P^'^^°"^^®^'''^®  estate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  purposes 
of  education.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21, 1854.] 
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An  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of  Milford.         Chap.  343 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

A  fire  department  is  hereby  established  in  the  town  of 
Milford;  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities,  and  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  set  forth  and  contained  in  an 
act  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  Fire  Departments,"  passed 
on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  in  all  subsequent  acts  relating 
to  fire  departments.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21, 
1854.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Stone  Quarry  Railroad.  Chcip.  344 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Samuel  C.  Shapleigh,  John  H.  Shapleigh,  Aus-  Corporators. 
tin  Fenn,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the   Stone   Quarry  Railroad 
Company ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  Duties,  liabUi- 
to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  ^^''' 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  that  part 
of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  said  statutes  relating  to  rail- 
road corporations,  and  in  all  general  laws  which  have  been 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  passed,  relating  to  railroad  cor- 
porations. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  construct  and  maintain  a  Location, 
railroad,  from  some  convenient  point  in  or  near  the  stone 
quarry  in  the  town  of  Westford,  known  as  the  Barnard  Reed 
Ledge,  to  some  convenient  point  on  the  Stony  Brook  Rail- 
road, in  said  town  of  Westford,  with  authority  to  enter  upon 
and  unite  their  railroad,  by  proper  turnouts  and  switches,  May  unite  with 
with  said  Stonjr  Brook  Railroad,  at  the  point  aforesaid,  and  another  road. 
to  use  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  upon  such  terms  as 
maybe  agreed  upon  by  said  two  corporations,  or  determined 
according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 

Sect.  3.  Said  corporation  shall  have  no  authority  to  Authority  lim- 
construct  any  part  of  their  railroad  on  any  land  not  owned 
by  said  Samuel  C.  Shapleigh,  John  H.  Shapleigh  or  Austin 
Fenn,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  their  said  railroad 
which  may  cross  highways  or  townways,  and  that  part  which 
shall  be  constructed  on  land  belonging  to  said  Stony  Brook 
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Railroad  Corporation ;  and  said  corporation  shall  have  no 

authority  to  use   steam,  as  a  motive  power,  on  any  part  of 

their  said  railroad. 
Capital,  250         Sect.  4.     The  capital  stock  of    said  corporation    shall 
eac"^' "  consist  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  of  the  par  value  of 

one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  no  assessment  shall  be  laid 
No  shares  to  thcrcon,  of  a  greater  amount  in  the  whole  than  the  par 
^ir""^"'^^"  value  thereof. 
Location  and        Sect.  5.     If  the  locatiou  of  Said  railroad   shall  not  be 


costruction. 


filed,  according  to  law,  within  two  years,  and  if  the  said 
railroad  shall  not  be  constructed  within  three  years  from 
the  passage  of  this  act.  this  act  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  21,  1854.] 

Chap.  345  An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town 

of  Blackstone. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  a7id  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Warrants  re-        Sect.  1.     Any  justicc  of  the  peacc  within  said  town  of 
ikiTcourt."  ^°"  Blackstone,  may  receive  complaint  and  issue  a  warrant  for 
any  crime,  offence,  or  misdemeanor,  committed  within  said 
town  ,•  but  all  such  warrants  shall  be  made  returnable  be- 
fore said  police  court ;  and  if  any  warrant  shall  be  issued 
by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  returnable  before   said  court, 
the  lawful  fees,  payable  therefor,  shall  not  be  paid  or  al- 
lowed, unless,  on  examination  in  hearing  before  said  court, 
it  shall  appear  to  said  court,  that  there  was  just  and  rea- 
Justice  not  to  souablc  causc  for  issuing  said  warrant;  and  no  justice  who 
as  counse .  ^^^^y^  have  issucd  a  warrant,  returnable  before  said  court, 
shall  be  allowed  to  act  as  counsel  in  the  examination  or 
trial  of  the  case. 
Inconsistent         Sect.  2.     So  much  of  the   sccoud  section  of  the  act  to 
act  repea  e  .     ^|^j(,j^  ^|jjg  ^g  ^^  addition,  as  is  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of   this  act,  be,  and  the   same  is  hereby  repealed. 
[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  21,  1854.] 

Chap.  346  An  Act  relative  to  the  Police  Court  in  Worcester. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coti7^t  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Clerk  to  make      Sect.  1.     The  scvcral  rctums  required  by  law,  from  the 
returns.  police  court  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  shall  be  made  by  the 

clerk  of  said  court. 
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Sect.  2.     The  clerk  of  said  court  shall,  hereafter,  anuu-  Moneys  to  be 
ally,  in  the  month  of  January,  exhibit  to   the  treasurer  of^^°°^'^^ 
the  county  of  Worcester,  a  true  and  particular  account, 
under  oath,  of  all  sums  of  money  by  him  received,  accruing 
from  fees,  fines  and  penalties,  in  criminal  prosecutions  before 
said  court. 

Sect.  3.     The  clerk  of  said  court  shall,  immediately  after  Surplus  paid 

,  •'  „  to  county  trea- 

the  rendering  of  his  account,  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  oi  surer, 
the  county  of  Worcester,  any  surplus  remaining  in  his  hands 
after  paying  the   salaries   of  the  justice  and  clerk  of  said 
court. 

Sect.  4.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  inconsistent 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.     [Approved^^  srepeae  . 
by  the  Governor ^  April  21,  1854.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Ministerial  Fund  of  the  First  Parish  in  Spring-  Chap.  347 

field. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  asseinbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  trustees  of  the  ministerial  fund    of   the  ^^^y  transfer 
first  parish  in  Springfield,  are  hereby  authorized  to  assign,  p''°p"  ^' 
transfer,  and  make  over,  all  the  securities  and  other  prop- 
erty held  by  said  trustees  as  a  corporation,  to  said  first 
parish,  to  be  held  by  said  parish  for  the  same  uses  and  upon 
the  same  trusts  as  they  are  now  held  by  said  trustees. 

Sect.  2.  By  said  act  of  transfer  and  assignment,  the  se-  Securities  may 
curities  aforesaid,  so  far  as  they  consist  of  the  notes  and 
mortgages  of  said  parish,  heretofore  given  by  the  same  to 
said  trustees,  shall  no  longer  be  of  any  force  or  validity, 
but  the  same  may  be  discharged  and  cancelled  by  said  par- 
ish, and  the  residue  of  said  securities  and  property  so  trans-  Residue,  how 
ferred  and  assigned,  may  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  by 
said  parish,  so  far  as  it  may  be  necessary,  to  the  purchase 
of  the  pews  in  the  meeting-house  of  said  parish  that  do  not 
now  belong  to  the  same,  and  to  other  parochial  purposes 
and  uses,  for  the  benefit  of  said  parish. 

Sect.  3.     The  corporation  aforesaid,  entitled"  The  Trus- Corporation 
tees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  of  the  First  Parish  of  Spring- 
field," shall,  whenever  the  transfer  and  assignment  aforesaid 
is  made  and  fully  completed,  be  thereby  dissolved,  and  the 
members  thereof  be  no  longer  subject  to  any  further  liabil- 
ities, obligations  or  duties,  as  such  trustees ;  and  said  parish  Parish  to  have 
shall,  thereafter,  have  all  the  powers  in  reference  to  said*''^®*^^^°^"^' 
securities  and  property,  that  are  now  vested  in  said  trus- 
33 
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tees,  and  may,  in  the  name  of  said  parish,  institute  and  pros- 
ecute any  suit  or  suits  for  enforcing  the  collection  of  said 
securities,  or  obtaining  possession  of  any  property  belong- 
ing to  said  trustees,  that  maybe  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
When  to  take  Sect.  4,  TMs  act  shall  take  effect  whenever  it  shall  be 
accepted,  in  writing,  by  the  present  settled  minister  of  said 
parish,  and  by  the  trustees  aforesaid.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  22,  1854.] 

Chap.  348  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Pacific  Mills. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  Pacific  Mills  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  their 
capital  stock  by  adding  thereto  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
million  of  dollars,  and  to  invest  the  same  in  such  real  and 
personal  estate  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  incorporated.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  22,  1854.] 


Chap.  349  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Worcester  Machine  Shop  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  William  T.  Merrifield,  Elijah  B.  Stoddard, 
Dwight  Foster,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Worcester  Machine 
Shop  Company,  for  mechanical  and  manufacturing  purposes, 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  in  the  county  of  Worcester ;  with 
Powers, duties,  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
'^'  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 

forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,  Sect.  2.     The  Said  Corporation,  for  the  purposes  afore- 

capit'ai,   '        said,  may  take  and  hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
^250,000.         (jred  thousand  dollars ;  and  their  whole  capital  stock  shall 

not  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  cor- 
der  par.  poratiou   shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be 

actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued.  [Appj'oved  by  the  Governor, 
April  22,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  in  tiie  Town  of  Great  Barrington.  (Jhcij).  350 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     A  fire -department  is  hereby  established  in  the 
town  of  Great  Barrington,  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  lia- 
bilities, and  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  set  forth  P"^^"s.tiuties, 
and  contained  in  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  Fire'  ''' 
Departments,"  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor ,  April  22,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  Plymouth  to  procure  a  supply  of     Chctp.  ool 

Water. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  /Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.     The  town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Ply-  May  purchase 
mouth,  is  hereby  authorized,  by  and  through  the  agency  of  ^'^*"''''"'°''^"'^ 

'  "^  }      ».'  o  a         t/  construct      an. 

such  officers  as  the  legal  voters   of  said  town  may  elect,  to  aqueduct. 
acquire  and  hold  by  purchase,  and  convey  through  any  part 
of  said  town,  the  water  of  any  pond,  spring,  or  stream  in 
said  town;  to  purchase  the   franchise,  rights,  fixtures,  and 
property  of  any  aqueduct  corporation  now  in  existence  in 
said  town,  and  to  acquire   and  hold  by  purchase,  any  lands 
or  other  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  which  may  be  necessary  for  constructing  and  main- 
taining an  aqueduct  for  the   supply  of  pure  water  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Plymouth;  and   said  town  may 
erect  and  establish  such  dams,  reservoirs  and  hydrants,  as  May  erect 
maybe  found  desirable,  and  in  general  do  any  act  necessary '^^"^^'  '-^'^• 
or  proper  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining 
said  aqueduct. 

Sect.  2.     Said  town  may  lay  such  pipes  as  maybe  nee- May  lay  pipes, 
essary  for  the  distribution  of  water  in  said  town,  prescribe  ^"^   regulate 

1  „,.,,,  ,  Ti  water  rents. 

the  purposes  tor  which  hydrants  may  be  used,  regulate  the 
use  of  water,  and  establish  such  prices  to  be  paid  for  the 
use  of  the  same,  as  they  may  deem  expedient  and  proper : 
provided,  that  not  less  than  five  dollars  per  annum  shall  be  Proviso, 
charged  for  each  family  using  the  same,  and  a  like  propor- 
tion in  other  cases. 
Sect.  3.     The  said  town  of  Plymouth  shall  be  liable  to  Damages,  &c. 
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pay  all  damages  that  shall  be  sustained,  by  any  person  or 
corporation,  in  their  property,  by  the  construction  of  any 
dam,  aqueduct,  reservoir  or  other  works,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  act,  to  be  assessed  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
one  hundred  and  sixteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  ; 
Not  to  flow    but  nothin.o;  in  this  act  shall  authorize  said  town  to  flow  the 

■without  con- 


sent. 


lands  of  any  person  or  persons  without  their  consent. 


May  issue  scrip  Sect.  4.  For  the  purposc  of  defraying  the  expense  of 
the  construction  of  said  aqueduct,  and  of  the  purchase  of 
any  lands,  real  estate,  rights  and  franchises,  and  all  other 
expenses  incident  to  the  same,  the  said  town  may  issue 
scrip,  notes,  or  certificates  of  debt,  to  be  called  Plymouth 
Water  Scrip,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  legal 
rate  in  this  Commonwealth,  said  interest  payable  semian- 
nually,  and  the  principal  payable  at  periods  not  exceeding 
thirty  years  from  the  date  of  the  issue  of  said  scrip,  notes 
or  certificates.  And  said  town,  in  such  manner  as  its  legal 
voters  may  elect,  may  sell  the  same,  from  time  to  time : 
Proviso.  provided^  no  scrip  shall  be  issued  for  the  payment  of  any 
interest  on  money  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  this  act, 
after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  completion  of 
said  waterworks. 
Surpiusincome  Sect.  5.  The  surplus  of  the  net  income  derived  from 
howappie  .  ^^.^  waterworks,  after  payment  of  the  s?mi-annual  interest 
upon  said  scrip,  and  after  deducting  all  the  charges  of  dis- 
tribution and  repairs,  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the 
same,  shall  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund,  whibh,  with  the 
accumulated  interest  upon  the  same,  shall  be  devoted  to  the 
Selectmen  to  payment  of  said  scrip  at  maturity.  And  the  selectmen  of 
in^°i\md^^'^^"  ^^^^  town,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  commissioners  to 
hold,  invest  and  manage  said  sinking  fund,  rendering  to 
said  town,  at  each  annual  meeting,  a  statement  of  the  con- 
dition thereof. 

Sect.  6.  The  selectmen  of  said  town  of  Plymouth  shall 
notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  said  town,  to  meet  at 
such  tim'e  and  place  as  said  selectmen  shall  direct,  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  in  their  printed  or  written  votes, 
upon  the  question  whether  they  will  accept  the  same ;  and 
if  a  majority  of  the  vote  so  given  shall  be  in  the  negative, 
this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 
When  to  take  Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
^^^^^'  passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  22, 1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Monumejit  Hotel  Company.  Lyfiap.  oO-C 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     James  Dana,  G.  Washington  Warren,  George  Corporators. 
B.  Neal,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Monument  Hotel  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  maintaining  in  the  city  of  Purpose. 
Charlestown,  buildings  necessary  and  convenient  for  a  pub- 
lic house;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  Powers, duties, 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the    '^' 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  :  provided,  how-  Proviso. 
ever,  that  said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on  the  business 
of  hotel-keeping. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  such  real  and  per-  Hold  real  and 
sonal  property,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  p^'^^"'^^^  ^**^^^ 
purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding,  in  amount,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars :  provided,  however,  that  no  No  shares  to 
shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  is- der^pan*^  ^"" 
sued,  for  a  less   sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on 
each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first 
issued.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 


An  Act  authorizing  certain  Railroads  to  Tap   the  Cochituate  Water      L>hciJ).  606 
Pipe  at  Charlestovvn. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  the  Eastern  Corporations 
Railroad,  and  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Companies,  with  the  ^^J^^^^^'*- 
assent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  on  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  the  said  city  shall  determine,  are  hereby  severally 
authorized  to  insert  into  the  main  pipe  which  conveys  the 
Cochituate  water  to  the  State  Prison,  a  service  pipe  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  water  for  the  use  of  said  corporations 
respectively :  provided,  that  each  of  said  corporations  in-  Proviso, 
sertiug  a  service  pipe,  as  aforesaid,  pay  to  the  warden  of 
the  State  Prison  such  sum  or  sums,  for  the  use  of  such  pipe, 
as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  inspectors  of  said 
prison  and  such  corporation. 

Sect.  2.     Each  of  said  corporations   shall  have  power,  May  open 

StTGCtS     &C 

with  the  assent  of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  to  open  any  of  '     " 

the  streets  or  ways  of  said  city,  that  may  be  necessary  for 
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the  purpose  of  laying  down  or  repairing  the  service  pipes 
aforesaid. 
To  cross  Chan-  Sect.  3.  Each  of  Said  Corporations  is  hereb}^  authorized 
to  carry  said  service  pipe  across  the  channel  of  Miller's 
River,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  naviga- 
tion thereof;  the  manner  of  crossing  said  channel  to  be 
under  the  direction  of  a  commissioner  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall  be 
paid  for  his  services  by  the  corporation  or  corporations 
requiring  such  services. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  be  void  unless  accepted  by  the 
city  council  of  Boston  within  sixty  days  after  its  passage. 
[App?^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

Ghop.  354  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  relating  to  the  Annual  Reports  of  Railroad 

Corporations. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  cause  three 
thousand  copies  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  several  rail- 
road corporations  to  be  printed  as  document  number  two 
of  the  senate,  and  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  legislature 
on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  January  in  each  year. 
[Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

Chop.  355       An   Act   concerning   the   State   Pauper   Establishments   within   this 

Commonwealth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

^50,000  appro-      Sect.  1.     The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
^^^^^^^  '  appropriated  to  be   applied  by  the  commissioners   under 

chapter  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  of  the  acts  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  being  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  in  re- 
lation to  Paupers  having  no  legal  settlement  in  this  Com- 
monwealth," to  the  objects  and  in  the  manner  following,  to 
wit: — 
Sio,9Go  for  First.  The  sum  of  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty 

ficie^ndes^"  doUars,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  general  appropria- 
tion for  the  several  State  Almshouses,  caused  by  the  pay- 
ment of  architects,  commissioners,  and  for  the  salary  of  the 
keeper  of  Rainsford  Island. 
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Second.  The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  dol-  Si2,800  at 
lars  for  the  payment  of  debts  incurred  and  contracts  entered 
into  in  the  building  and  furnishing  of  the  State  Almshouse 
at  Monson,  and  for  the   construction  of  sheds,  out-houses, 
ice-house,  and  tomb. 

Third.     The  sum  of  eleven  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  Si.i,200  at 
for  the  payment  of  debts  incurred  and  contracts  entered   "  °^^^  ^'^' 
into  in  the  building  and  furnishing  of  the  State  Almshouse 
in  Bridgewater,  and  for  the  construction  of  sheds,  out-houses, 
ice-house,  and  tomb. 

Fourth.  The  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  and  forty  dollars  for  S}5M0  at 

J.  BWKSDUrV 

the  payment  of  debts  incurred  and  contracts  entered  into  in 
the  building  and  furnishing  of  the  State  Almshouse  at 
Tewksbury,  and  for  the  construction  of  sheds,  out-houses, 
ice-house,  and  tomb. 

Sect.  2.  The  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  is  hereby  Treasurer  may 
empowered,  under  the  direction  of  the  governor,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  issue  scrip  or  certifi- 
cates of  debt,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  under  his  signature  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  bearing  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually, 
with  warrants  for  the  interest  attached  thereto,  which  scrip 
or  certificates  shall  be  redeemable  in  twenty  years  from  the 
date  thereof,  and  be  deemed  a  pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  the  said  treasurer  may,  under 
the  direction  of  the  governor,  dispose  of  auy  portion  of  said 
scrip  at  any  price  not  less  than  its  par  value. 

Sect.  3.     The  premium,  if  any,  which  may  be   received  Premium,  how 
upon  the  sale  of  the  scrip  herein-before  authorized,  shall  be '  '"^"^^ 
added,  in  equal  sums,  to  the  several  appropriations  to  the 
State  Almshouses  at  Monson,  Bridgewater,  and  Tewksbury, 
made  by  this  act. 

Sect.  4.     The  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Governor  may 
the  council,  may  transfer  such  portions  of  the   sums  appro-  pHatio^ns^ 
priated  to  the   several  State  Almshouses  as  may  not  be 
needed,  to  each  and  any  one  of  said  buildings,  when  it  shall 
be  found  necessary  for  the  completion  or  furnishing  thereof. 

Sect,  5.  Three  thousand  dollars  annually,  in  addition  sinking  fund. 
to  the  sum  provided  by  section  thirteen  of  chapter  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-two,  shall  be  reserved  from  the  amount  received  from 
alien  passengers  arriving  in  the  Commonwealth,  to  consti- 
tute a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  scrip  issued 
both  under  this  act  and  chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
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of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  entitled 
"An  Act  concerning  the  State  Pauper  Establishments  within 
this  Commonwealth." 
Future  con-  Sect.  6.  All  coutracts  to  be  made  after  the  passage  of 
made!'  °^  this  act,  either  for  materials  or  labor  for  completing  said 
almshouses,  sheds,  out-houses,  ice-houses,  tombs,  or  any  other 
thing,  shall  be  made  and  performed  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  and  inspectors  of  the  several  establishments, 
any  thing  in  this  or  any  other  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  the  term  of  service  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
chapter  two  hundred  and  seventy-five,  shall  expire  on  the 
first  day  of  May  ensuing. 

Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  take   eiFect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      'iApproved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 


Chap.  356  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Hebrew  Mutual  Relief  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     L.   Cudkirk,  M.    Goodheim,  Julius  Felbel,  J. 
Bornstein,  Henry  S.   Spia,  their  associates  and  successors, 
are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Hebrew 
Mutual  Relief  Society,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
Purpose,  pose  of  affording,  by  means  of  a  stated  contribution  from 
the  members,  relief  to  each  other  in  cases  of  sickness ;   and 
by  the  same  means  to  raise  a  fund,  from  which  shall  be  de- 
frayed the  expense   of  the  funeral  of  a  member,  or  of  any 
of  his  family;  and  from  which  other  charitable   disburse- 
Powers,  privi-  mcuts  may  be  made ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
^^^^'     *        and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 

forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     The   Said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur- 
persona  estate  pQggg  aforesaid,  real  or  personal  estate,  or  both,  to    an 
amount  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars.      {^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

L'hnp.  o57  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Newburyport   Five    Cents    Savings  Bank,  in 

Newburyport. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.      Dudley  D.  Tilton,  John  Balch,  E.  S.  Lesley, 
John  Potter,  Daniel  P.   Pike,    Benjamin  J.   Lane,    L.   F. 
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Dimick,  D.  M.  Reed,  S.  F.  Spaulding,  William  C.  Balch,  R. 
Plummer,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Newburyport  Five  Cents 
Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Newburyport, 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  Powers.duties. 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws 
of  this  Commoiwealth,  relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit,  sums  Deposita. 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  Trustees  may 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis-  ^^^  "^^^ 
cretion,  pay  to  such  depositor,  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same ;  and  the  check,  receipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the 
same  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said 
minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally 
by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  protect  the  Property  of  the  Humane  Society  of  Massachusetts.  Chap.  358 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Every  person  who  shall,  unlawfully,  enter  any  Trespassers, 
house  or  hut,  the  property  of  the  Humane  Society,  and  wil-  °^  ^^'^^^ 
fully  injure,  destroy,  remove  or  carry  away,  any  food,  fuel, 
oil,  candles,  furniture,  utensils  or  other  property  belonging 
to  said  society,  or  who  shall  unlawfully  or  wilfully  enter  any 
boat-house,  and  carry  away,  remove  or  injure,  any  life-boat, 
car,  or  any  of  the  ropes,  tackle,  oars,  or  any  appurtenance 
thereof,  or  wilfully  injure  or  destroy,  or  unlawfully  use  or 
commit  any  trespass  upon,  the  property  of  said  society,  in- 
tended or  kept  for  the  purpose  of  saving  or  preserving 
human  life,  or  who  shall  commit  any  trespass  upon  any  such 
hut  or  boat-house,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  be  liable  to  be  tried,  on  indictment  or  complaint,  before 
any  court  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which 
said  offence  shall  be  committed,  proper  to  try  the  same ; 
and  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the 
34 
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common  jail  or  house  of  correction  not  exceeding  ninety 
days,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the  of- 
fence :  provided,  however,  that  this  act  shall  not  apply  to 
persons  for  whose  use  said  boats,  houses,  and  other  proper- 
ty are  intended  and  kept. 
Diity  of  cer-  Sect.  2.  It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  all  pilots,  commission- 
ers of  wrecks,  sheriffs,  and  their  deputies,  and  constables, 
to  make  complaint  against  all  persons  guilty  of  any  offence 
under  this  act.  {^Approved  hy  the  Goverjior,  April  24, 
1854.] 


tain  officers. 


Chap.  609  An  Act  granting  certain  powers    to  the  Greenfield  Aqueduct  Company, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

May  enter  up-      Sect.  1.     The  Greenfield  Aqueduct  Company  is  hereby 
hnds.*^  *^'^  ^^  authorized,  to   enter  upon,  and  dig  up,  any  and  all  lands, 
necessary  for  laying  and  maintaining  aqueducts,  reservoirs 
and  fountains,  required  for  the  use  of  their  works. 
Landdamages,      Sect.  2.     All  damages   Sustained  by  entering  upon,  or 
how  recovered,  ^jg^^-j^g  ^^p  lands  for  either,  or  any  of  the  above  purposes, 
shall  be  ascertained,  determined  and  recovered,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  now  provided  in  cases  where  land  is  taken  for 
highways ;  and  no  construction  of  any  work  by  said  corpo- 
ration,  shall  be   commenced  until  all  damages  shall  have 
been  ascertained,  or  agreed  upon,  and  paid  to  the  person  or 
persons  damaged  thereby. 
Same  remedy       Sect.  3.     In  casc  any  damage  shall  arise,  thereafter,  from 
for  fiowage.      ^^.^  works,  by  reason  of  any  leakage,  flowage,  or  other  un- 
foreseen cause,  the  individuals,  so  damaged,  shall  have  the 
same  remedy  as  is  provided  in  the  preceding  section. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 


Chap.  360  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Reading  Lyceum  Hall  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Edward  Safford,  Samuel  T.  Ruggles,  Ignatius 
Sargent,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Reading  Lyceum  Hall  As- 

Purpose.  sociation,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting,  holding  and  managing, 

a  Lyceum  Hall,  in  the  town  of  Reading,  with  all  the  rights 
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and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  Duties,  liabiii- 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Re-  *^^^'  *''• 
vised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation,  for  the  purpose  afore-  Hold  real  and 
said,  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  to  an  amount  notP"^°°*^^^*^*® 
exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  1^,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  Inspection  and  Measurement  of  Bark.  Chap.  361 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The  government  of  any  city  of  this  Commonwealth  which.  Cities  may  reg- 
by  a  vote  of  its  city  council,  shall  adopt  this  act,  may  estab-  ' 
lish  ordinances  and  regulations,  with  suitable  penalties,  for 
the  inspection,  survey,  admeasurement  and  sale  of  bark,  for 
fuel  or  manufacturing  purposes,  brought  by  land  or  by  water 
into  said  city  for  sale,  whether  the  same  shall  be  exposed 
for  sale  in  ranges  or  upon  any  cart  or  other  vehicle ;  and 
said  city  may  also  provide  for  the  appointment  of  such  sur- 
veyors, inspectors,  and  other  officers,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  into  effect  said  ordinances,  and  may  establish  their 
fees  of  office :  provided,  however,  that  no  one  penalty  for 
any  one  violation  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Provident  Association.  ^,         nnn 

^  Chap.  6b Z 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Ephraim  Peabody,  F.  B.  Parker,  J.  D.  W.  Joy  Corporators, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Provident  Association,  for 
the  purpose  of  suppressing  street  beggary,  and  of  elevating  Purpose, 
and  improving  the  condition  of  the  poor ;  with  all  the  pow-  Powers,  privi- 
ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  ^°^^' 
and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Hold  real  and 
estate,  not  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  ^^^^°^^  ^^  ^  ^ 
dollars,  to   be   exclusively  devoted  to  the  purpose  above- 
named.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 
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Chcip.  363  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  River-Side  Academy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
tJie  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  A.  F.  Hildretli,  J.  E.  Woodbridge,  S.  J.  Eaton, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  River-Side  Academy,  in  the  town 

Powers.duties,  of  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  with  all  the  powers 
°'  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 

restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 

persona  es  a  e  pg|.g^^g^  ^^  ^l^g  aiBOunt  of  twcnty-five  thousaud  dollars.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

Ghcip.  od4  An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  South  Parish  in  Scituate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  corporate  name  of  the  South  Parish,  in  Scituate,  is 
hereby  changed,  and  said  parish  shall  hereafter  be  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  First  Parish  in  South 
Scituate.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

Chap.  365    An  Act  to  incorporate  the    Trustees  of  the    Severy  School  Fund,  in 

Gardner. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Trustees  of  Sect.  1.  The  inhabitants  of  school  district  number  two, 
in  the  town  of  Gardner,  at  any  meeting  duly  called  urder  a 
warrant  having  an  article  therein  for  that  purpose,  may  elect 
three  persons,  who  shall  thereafter  be  constituted  a  body 
corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Severy  School 

Vacancies,  Fund,  in  South  Gardner;  and  whenever  a  vacancy  shall 
occur  in  the  said  board  of  trustees,  such  vacancy  shall  be 
supplied  by  a  new  election  by  the  inhabitants  aforesaid,  at 
a  meeting  duly  called,  in  the  manner  above  provided,  for 
that  purpose. 

Power  of  trus-      Sect.  2.     Such  trustees,  or  a  major  part  thereof,  shall 

*^^^'  have  full  power  and  authority  to  take  and  receive  from  the 

trustees  appointed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  last  will  and 
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testament  of  Abijah  M.  Severy,  late  of  said  Gardner,  de- 
ceased, the  income  of  the  fund  bequeathed  in  said  last  will,  J°^^^^ °/j^^^g"/ 
for  the  purpose  of  being  expended  for  the  support  of  a  ""^^^p^^ 
school  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  South  Gardner 
Village,  and  to  manage  and  expend  the  same  for  the  support 
of  a  school,  in  conformity  with  the  directions  contained  in 
said  "will. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

An  Act  lo  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  the  Parsonage  in  the  First     iyflCip.  oDO 
Parish  in  Amherst. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aut/iority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  John  Dickinson,  John  Leland,  Edward  Dickin-  Corporators, 
son,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Parsonage 
in  the  First  Parish  in  Amherst ;  with  all  the  powers  and  Powers, duties, 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities,  contained  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Hold  real  and 

,     ,  rr-    •       I     f  •  -I  ±.  j-i.'       personal  estate 

estate,  sufficient  for  said  parsonage,  to  an  amount  not  ex-  "^ 
ceeding  in  value  five  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  at  fifty 
dollars  each.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Militia.  Chap.  367 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  commanding  officer  of  each  brigade  shall.  Time  of  mak- 
withiu  thirty  days  after  each  tour  of  camp  duty  performed  ^"^"^^  ^^^^' 
by  the  troops  under  his  command,  transmit  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  his  division  a  correct  return  of  the  state  of 
his  brigade,  as  furnished  by  the  brigade-major,  in  conformity 
to  section  eleventh  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  eighteen  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

And  the  commanding  officer  of  each  division  shall,  within 
ten  days  after  the  receipt  of  said  returns  of  the  brigades 
under  his  command,  transmit  to  the  office  of  the  adjutant- 
general  a  correct  return  of  the  state  of  his  division,  as 
derived  from  said  brio;ade  returns. 
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Sect.  2.  The  penalty  for  neglecting  to  make  the  returns 
aforesaid  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars  in  each  case,  to  be 
recovered  in  the  manner  provided  in  section  twelve,  chapter 
two  hundred  and  eighteen,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Sect.  3.  The  commanding  of&cer  of  every  regiment,  bat- 
talion or  detached  compan}^,  may  order  out  the  commissioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers  under  his  command,  for  ele- 
mentary drill,  two  separate  days  between  the  middle  of 
May  and  the  middle  of  July,  in  each  year,  at  such  place  as 
he  shall  deem  most  convenient ;  and  if  the  place  of  any  such 
commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer,  in  any  company, 
shall  be  vacant,  from  any  cause,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  such  company  to  detail  from  the  pri- 
vates under  his  command,  a  number  sufficient  to  make  up  the 
complement  of  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers 
to  which  by  law  his  company  is  entitled. 

And  each  person  so  ordering  and  so  ordered,  that  shall 
attend  any  such  drill,  shall  receive,  for  his  necessary  travel 
to  and  from  the  place  of  drill,  the  sum  of  five  cents  per  mile, 
not  exceeding  forty  miles  in  all. 

Sect.  4.  Every  commissioned,  non-commissioned  officer 
or  private,  unnecessarily  neglecting  to  attend,  at  the  time 
and  place  appointed  for  drill,  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and 
paiy  the  sum  of  three  dollars  for  every  such  neglect,  to  be 
recovered  by  any  commissioned  officer,  in  and  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  battalion,  or  detached  company. 

Sect.  5.  The  amount  to  which  each  person  is  entitled 
for  travel,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified  to  the  adjutant- 
general,  under  oath,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment, battalion,  or  detached  company,  and  the  same  shall  be 
paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  follows, 
viz. :  That  portion  for  travel  of  commissioned  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  of  companies,  to  the 
commanding  officers  thereof,  and  that  portion  for  travel  of 
field  and  staff'-officers  of  regiments  or  battalions,  to  the 
commanding  officers  thereof  respectively,  to  be  by  them 
paid  over  to  the  parties  entitled  thereto. 

Sect.  6.  Any  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  or  bat- 
talion may,  upon  the  written  application  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  company  in  his  regiment  or  battalion,  discharge 
any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  from  such  company  : 
provided,  such  application  be  accompanied  by  a  request  in 
writing  therefor,  signed  by  said  non-commissioned  officer 
or  private ;  and  any  commanding  officer  of  a  detached  com- 
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pany  may,  upon  application  in  writin,(?,  signed  by  any  member 
of  his  company,  discharge  said  member  therefrom ;  and  in 
all  cases  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  battalions, 
or  detached  companies,  may  grant  discharges  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  or  privates,  when  requested  so  to  do  by 
a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  active  members  of  the  company, 
of  which  the  party  whose  discharge  is  sought  is  a  member. 

Sect.  7.  No  complaint  or  charge  shall  be  preferred  Complaints, 
against  any  commissioned  officer  by  any  non-commissioned 
officer  or  private,  unless  for  some  offence  committed  by  such 
commissioned  officer  while  in  the  actual  service  of  the  State, 
or  of  the  United  States ;  nor  unless  such  complaint  or  charge 
be  preferred  by  such  non-commissioned  officer  or  private 
before  leaving  the  service. 

Sect.  8.     Any  captain,  or  staff-officer  of  the  rank  of  cap-  Presiding  offi- 

*/  i  '  ■•■       CGr  3,t  BiGCtlOnS 

tain,  may  preside  at  the  election  of  any  officer  of  equal  or 
inferior  grade  within  the  limits  of  his  regiment  or  battalion, 
and  in  all  elections  of  officers  of  whatever  rank,  the  presid- 
ing officer  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  at  such 
elections,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  his  battalion,  regiment,  brigade  or  division,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

Sect.  9.  All  elections  of  officers  shall  be  holden  at  the  Where  held, 
place  most  convenient  of  access  to  a  majority  of  the  elect- 
ors ;  and  any  officer  ordering  an  election  may  preside  thereat 
himself,  or  he  may  detail  for  that  purpose  some  other  officer 
of  suitable  rank.  And  in  case  the  officer  attending  any 
such  election  shall  be  obliged  to  go  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
city  or  town  in  which  lie  resides,  he  shall  be  allowed  for 
travel  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  mile  each  way. 

Sect.  10.  The  nineteenth  section  of  chapter  twelve  of  inconsistent 
the  Revised  Statutes ;  the  third  section  of  chapter  one  hun-  ^'^  ^  ^^^^^  ^ 
dred  and  four  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-two ;  so  much  of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  sections  of 
chapter  two  hundred  and  eighteen  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-nine,  as  requires  duplicate  re- 
turns to  be  made  to  the  adjutant-general,  and  all  other  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  are  severally  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  25,  1854.] 
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Chap.  368        An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Tremont  Wharf  Company,  in  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     GeorgG  Peabodv,  John  Eliot  Thayer,  Nathan- 
iel   Thayer,  their   associates   and   successors,  are    hereby 
made   a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the   Tremont  Wharf 
May  hold  prop-  Company;  with  power  to  purchase   and  hold,  in  fee  simple, 
or525C))ooo!!^"'^  or  otherwise,  as  the  title  may  be,  any  part,  or  the  whole  of 
the  estate  on  Commercial  Street,  in  Boston,  and  known  as 
Fiske's  Wharf,  with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  to 
the  same  belonging ;  and  also,  any  lands,  tenements,  and  he- 
reditaments adjoining  said  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value,  at 
the  time  of  the  purchase  thereof,  together  with  said  estate, 
May  construct  the  sum  of  two   hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.     And 
docks,  &c.       ^i^g  g^-^  corporation  may  construct  docks  and  wharves ;  lay 
vessels  within  the  same,  and  at  the  side  thereof,  and  receive 
dockage  and  wharfage  therefor ;  erect   buildings,  lay  out 
streets  and  passage  ways,  and  improve  and  manage   said 
property  for  mercantile  purposes,  in  such  manner  as  to  them 
shall  seem  expedient,  and  may  sell  and  convey  the  same,  or 
Proviso.  any  part  thereof:  provided,  however,   that  nothing  herein 

contained  shall  authorize  the   said  corporation  to  infringe 
upon  the  legal  rights  of  any  person,  or  to  build  any  wharf 
or    other    structure   on   the   premises,  which   is   not  now 
authorized  by  law. 
2,500 shares,  of      Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may,  at  any  legal  meeting, 
5100  each.       agree  upon  the  number  of  shares,  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
hundred,  into   which  their   stock   shall  be    divided,  which 
shares  shall  be  personal  estate,  and  shall  be  transferable  in 
a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  corporation  for  that 
purpose ;  may,  from   time   to  time,  assess  upon  the  stock- 
holders such   sums   of  money,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole, 
one  hundred  dollars  on  each  share,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purchase,  improvement  and  management  of  their  estate, 
and  may,  in  case  any  stockholder  shall  neglect  to  pay  any 
Shares  sold  for  such  asscssmcut,  causc  such  of  the  shares  of  said  stockhold- 
non-payment.   gj.^  j^g  j-^-^^^  ]jg  sufficient  thcrcfor,  to  be  sold,  in  such  manner 
as  the  said  corporation  may,  by  their  laws,  determine :  pro- 
Proviso.  vided,  however,  that  such  sale  shall  be  by  public  auction,  to 

the  highest  bidder,  after  giving  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
appointed  for  such  sale,  and  the  sum  due  on  each  share,  by 
advertising  the  same,  three  weeks  successively,  in  some 
newspaper  printed  in  Boston;  and  the  surplus  proceeds  of 
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such  sale,  above  the  assessment  so  due,  with  interest  and 
charges  of  sale,  shall  be  repaid  to  such  delinquent  stock- 
holder. 

Sect.  3.     Said  corporation  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  Powers, duties, 
privileges,  and    be   subject  to   all   the   duties,  restrictions 
and  liabilities,  contained  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  Re- 
vised  Statutes.       [Approved  by  the    Governor,   April  25, 
1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers'  Marine  Insurance  Chop.  369 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Francis   S.   Newhall,    George   Hood,    Francis  Corporators. 
Dane,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers' 
Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  making  insurance  against  mari-  Purpose, 
time  losses,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  Powers,  privi- 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  ^^^''    °" 
thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes, and  all  general  laws,  which  are  now,  or  may  hereafter 
be  in  force,  relative  to  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock  ^i?J,*o\^*°^^' 
of   one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand   dollars,  divided    into  jn  shares'of 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  with  liberty  to  pay  inSioneach. 
and  increase  the  same  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hun-  ^o'soo"  ooo^^ 
dred  thousand  dollars ;  and  may  hold  real  estate  for  its  use.  Real  estate, 
not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars.  goOfioo. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor^  April  25,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Cambridge  Glass  Company.  Chap.  370 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.       Samuel   Slocomb,   John   Livermore,   Edward  Corporators. 
Richardson,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the   Cambridge   Glass  Com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  glass  in  the  city  of 
Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  with  all  the  pow-  Powers.duties, 
ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  ^'^' 
35 
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and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per- 
sonal estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, not  exceeding  in  amount,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
No  shares  to  dollars:  provided,  however,  that  no  shares  in  the  capital 
e  issue  un-  g^Q^j^  ^^  g^^j^  Corporation  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 
of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  25,  1854.] 


5150,000  real 
and  personal 
estate. 


der  par. 


Chap.  3  i  1       An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Massachusetts  Emigrant  Aid  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  saine,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Benjamin  C.  Clark,  Isaac  Livermore,  Charles 
Allen,  Isaac  Davis,  William  G.  Bates,  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Charles  C.  Hazewell,  Alexander  H.  Bullock,  Henry  Wilson, 
James  S.  Whitney,  Samuel  E.  Sewall,  Samuel  Gr.  Howe, 
James  Holland,  Moses  Kimball,  James  D.  Green^  Francis 
W.  Bird,  Otis  Clapp,  Anson  Burlingame,  Eli  Thayer,  Otis 
Rich,  their  associates,  successors  and  assigns,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Em- 
igrant Aid  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  emigrants 
to  settle  in  the  West ;  and  for  this  purpose,  they  shall  have 

Powers, duties,  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  be   subject  to  all  the 

*^-  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 

eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  five  millions  of  dollars.  Said  capital  stock  may  be 
invested  in  real  and,  personal  estate :  provided,  the  said 
corporation  shall  not  hold  real  estate  in  this  Commonwealth 
to  an  amount  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be 

T£lt°'^  ^^'  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each ;  but  no 
more^than  four  dollars  on  each  share  shall  be  assessed 
during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  no  more 
than  ten  dollars  on  each  share  shall  be  assessed  in  any  one 
year  thereafter. 

Votes  of  stock  Sect.  4.  At  all  meetings  of  the  stockholders,  each  stock- 
holder shall  be  entitled  to  cast  one  vote  for  each  share  held 
by  him :  provided,  that  no  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to 
cast  more  than  fifty  votes  on  shares  held  by  himself,  nor 
more  than  fifty  votes  by  proxy. 


Purpose. 


Capital  stock, 
^5,000,000. 

Proviso. 


Shares   (glOO 


holders. 
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Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eflfect  on  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1854.] 

An  Act  establishing  the  Salaries  of  Judges  and   Registers  of  Probate.  OnCip.  o  i  2 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coiu't  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  several  judges  and  registers  of  probate  Salaries  estab- 
shall  receive  for  their  services,  an  annual  salary,  as  speci-  ^'^^^^• 
fied  herein : — 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  the  sum 
of  nine  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Essex,  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Barnstable,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Dukes  County, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Nantucket,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  -for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Hampden,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Franklin,  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Barnstable,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
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at 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Dukes  County, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Nantucket,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  the 
sura  of  six  hundred  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Hampden,  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Franklin,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Hampshire, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 
How  paid.  Sect.  2.     The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  in  equal  quar- 

terly  payments,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth, 
on  the  first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  in 
every  year,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  any  part  of  a 
quarter,  when  necessary. 
When  to  com-  Sect.  3.  The  salaries  herein  provided,  shall  commence 
^^^'^^^  on  the  first  day  of  January  last. 

Inconsistent         Sect.  4.     All  acts  and  parts   of  acts  inconsistent  with 
acts  repealed.   ^-^^  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 


Chap.  373  An  Act  concerning  the  Salary  of  the  Adjutant-General. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Salary  fixed.         Sect.  1.     The    salary    of    the    adjutant-general  of  this 
Commonwealth  shall  hereafter  be  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year,  payable  quarterly. 
"When  to  com-      Sect.  2.     The  salary  aforesaid  shall  be  computed  and 
™®°*'^"  paid  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  last. 

Part  of  act  re-      Sect.  3.     Section  first  of  chapter  thirteen  of  the  statutes 
pealed.  ^^  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efi"ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Springfield  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.        Chap.  374 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     George  W.  Rice,  William  B,  Calhoun,  Harvey  Corporators. 
Danks,   J.  T.  Eockwood,   Ephraim  W.  Bond,    S.  S.  Rollins, 
Horace  Cutler,  J.  Stearns,   Daniel  Bontecou,   Jos.  E.  Pyn- 
chon,  C.  0.  Chapin,  E.  Brigham,  their  associates  and  succes- 
sors, are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the 
Springfield  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  in 
the  city  of  Springfield ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges.  Powers, duties, 
and  subject  to   all  the   duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  ^^' 
set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  relating  to  in- 
stitutions for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums  Deposits. 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.     "Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  Trustees  may 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  discre-  ^^^      °^^°°^  ' 
tion,  pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him 
or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor   shall  not  have 
authorized  the   drawing  the   same;  and  the  check,  receipt  Minor's  receipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 
was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 
was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made,  personally,  by  said 
minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Appropriate  Money  for  the  Chcw.  375 
Relief  of  the  Families  of  Disabled  Firemen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  Relief  of  fiie- 
expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  annually,  ™^'^' 
under  the  direction  of  the  city  council,  for  the  relief  of  such 
firemen  as  shall  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
said  city,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  such  firemen 
as  have  been  killed  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
acceptance  by  the  city  council  of  Boston.  {^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 
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GhciJ).  Sib  An  Act  to  authorize  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Middlesex 
to  alter  the  Highway  and  Bridge  between  Charlestown  and  Cambridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Highway  and  Sect.  1.  The  countj  commissioners  of  the  county  of 
11  ge  a  ere  .  jy^j-jj^jjgggj.  ^^e  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  so  to  alter 
the  highway  and  bridge  between  Charlestown  and  Sam- 
bridge,  established  by  the  act  passed  April  twenty-fourth,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  being  chapter 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  of  the  laws  of  that  year,  as 
to  afibrd  greater  security  to  the  public  travel  across  the 
several   railroads    crossing    said   highway   or   bridge,  and 

Proviso.  greater  facilities  for  navigation :  provided,  the  same  can  be 

done  with  the  concurrence,  and  at  the  expense,  of  said  rail- 
road corporations. 

May  take  land.  Sect.  2.  The  Said  county  commissioners  are  hereby 
authorized  to  enter  upon  and  take  so  much  of  the  land  of 
the  Commonwealth  connected  with  the  State  Prison  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  purposes  of  this 

Proviso.  act :   provided,  however,  that  the  alignment  of  the  road,  in 

front  of  the  State  Prison  premises,  shall  be  improved  by 
running  in  a  straight  line  from  a  point  on  the  line  of  the 
land  now  or  late  belonging  to  one  Foss,  not  less  than 
eighty-two  feet  from  the  south-easterly  corner  of  the  new 
wing  of  the  State. Prison;  and  thence  running  in  a  south- 
westerly direction,  to  such  a  point  on  the  line  of  the  State 
Prison  premises,  on  Austin  Street,  as  shall  carry  the  line 
of  the  highway  at  a  distance  of  not  less  than  twenty-eight 
feet  from  the  said  corner  of  the  new  wing  of  the  State 
Prison;  that  the  land  between  said  line  and  the  State 
Prison  premises  shall  become  the  property  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  the  purposes  of  the  Prison;  and  that  the  dam- 
ages which  may  accrue  in  consequence  of  such  straightening 
of  the  highway  over  and  above  the  value  of  the  Prison 
lands,  so  taken,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Injured  parties      Sect.  3.     All  pcrsous  injured  in  their  property  by  said 

may  recover,  alteration,  shall  be  entitled  to  remedies  by  like  course  of 
proceeding,  and  to  the  same  extent  as  is  now  provided  by 
law  for  the  assessment  of  damages  occasioned  by  the  laying 
out,  alteration  or  discontinuance  of  highways. 

Repairs,  &c.  Sect.  4.  The  citics  of  Cambridge  and  Charlestown  shall 
not  be  required  to  pay  any  greater  sum  toward  the  main- 
tenance and  repair  of  said  highway  and  bridge,  so  altered 
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as  aforesaid,  than  they  now  are  required  to  pay  toward  the 
maintenance  and  repair  of  said  highway  and  bridge. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 


An  Act  relating  to  Sales  under  Powers  in  Mortgage  Deeds,  G/iap.  o  i  7 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     In  all  cases  in  which  a  power  of  sale  is  contain-  Saiemay  be  de- 
ed in  a  mortgage  deed  of  real  property,  when  a  conditional  to^deed"  oT^^* 
judgment  has  been  entered,  the  demandant  may,  if  he  so  mortgage. 
elect,  instead  of  a  writ  of  possession,  have  a  decree  entered, 
that  the  property  be  sold  pursuant  to  the  power  of  sale  in 
the  deed  of  mortgage,  and  thereupon  the  demandant  shall 
give  such  notices,  and  do   all  such  acts,  as  are  authorized 
and  required  by  such  power,  or  by  the  court  passing  such 
decree  ;  and  if  the  deed  of  mortgage  containing  such  power 
of  sale  was  executed  by  a  man  having  at  the  time  no  lawful 
wife,  or  if,  being  married,  the  wife  of  the  mortgagor  joined 
in  such  deed  in  token  of  her  release  of  dower,  such  sale 
shall  be  effectual  to  bar  all  Maim  and  possibility  of  dower 
in  the  land  so  mortgaged. 

Sect.  2.  The  party  so  selling  shall,  within  ten  days  after  Report  of  sale 
such  sale,  make  a  report  thereof,  and  of  his  doings,  to  the  ^n^days*^'^ 
court,  under  his  oath,  and  file  the  same  in  the  clerk's  ofiice, 
and  the  same  may  be  confirmed  and  allowed,  or  set  aside 
and  a  resale  ordered,  as  to  the  court  shall  seem  lawful. 
Any  person  interested  may  intervene,  or  be  summoned  and 
heard  on  such  proceedings,  and  the  order  of  the  court  con- 
firming the  sale  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  as  against  all 
persons,  that  the  power  of  sale  was  duly  executed. 

Sect.  3.     If  the  tenant  in  the  action  in  which  such  de-  Parties  inter- 
cree  of  sale  is  to  be  made  shall  not  be  seized  in  fee  simple^ ^®'^,^^^'''^'^^' 

^      fore  decree. 

m  possession  of  the  whole  equity  of  redemption  of  the  land 
demanded,  no  decree  for  a  sale  shall  be  made  until  all  par- 
ties interested  in  such  equity  of  redemption,  and  whose 
estate,  or  interest  therein,  would  be  affected  by  such  sale, 
including  any  married  woman  having  right  or  possibility  of 
dower,  shall  have  been  summoned  to  appear,  and  shall  have 
had  due  opportunity  to  be  heard,  according  to  the  order  of 
court.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 
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Chap.  378  An  Act  to  Prevent  the  Obstruction  of  Streets  by  Railroads. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Penalty.  If  any  railroad  corporation,  or  their  servants  or  agents, 

shall  wilfully  or  negligently  obstruct  any  highway,  townway, 
or  public  street,  in  this  Commonwealth  by  their  engines, 
tenders  or  cars,  such  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  to 
be  recovered  by  indictment  in  the  court  of  common  pleas 
held  for  the  county  in  which  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 


Chap. 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


Powers,   privi- 
leges, &c. 


Real  estate, 
5-50,000  ; 
capital, 
|;300,000. 


No  shares  to 
be  issued  un- 
der par. 


379  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England  Wax  Thread  Sewing  Machine 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Elmer  Townsend,  William  Butterfield,  Edgar 
M.  Stevens,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  thje  New  England  Wax  Thread 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
sewing  machines,  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  boots, 
shoes,  harnesses,  sails,  garments,  and  other  articles  manu- 
factured from  leather,  India  rubber,  cloth,  or  other  fabrics, 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  real  estate  not  exceeding  the  amount  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  capital  stock  of  said 
corporation,  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  three  himdred 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  No  shares,  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion, shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 
be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appy^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  Prevent  Extortion  by  Witnesses.  Lliap.  OOU 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  cf 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

If  any  person,  with  a  design  to  defraud,  shall  sign  a  cer-  Penalty  for 
tificate  of  attendance  or  travel  as  a  -witness  before  any  "rtiticates. 
court  or  justice  of  the  peace,  or  before  any  reference  found- 
ed upon  any  rule  of  court  in  any  case  in  which  he  did  not 
so  attend,  or  for  a  greater  number  of  days  than  he  did 
actually  attend,  or  for  a  greater  number  of  miles  than  he 
did  actually  travel,  upon  which  said  certificate  the  attendance 
or  travel  so  claimed  shall  be  allowed  in  the  taxation  of 
costs,  every  person  signing  such  false  certificate,  and  every 
person  procuring  such  signature,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  thirty 
dollars  for  every  such  offence,  which  sum  may  be  recovered 
for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  indictment,  in  any 
court  proper  to  try  the  same ;  or  it  may  be  recovered  for 
the  use  of  any  person  against  whom  such  excessive  costs 
may  have  been  taxed,  together  with  four  times  the  whole 
amount  which  may  have  been  taxed  for  attendance  or  travel 
on  such  false  certificate,  and  double  costs,  in  an  action  of 
tort,  to  be  brought  by  the  person  against  whom  such  exces- 
sive costs  may  have  been  taxed  :  provided,  however,  that  no  Proviso, 
such  indictment  or  action  shall  be  commenced,  unless  within 
two  years  after  the  committing  of  the  offence.  \^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 

An  Act  for  the  Obtaining  Lands  for  Public  Purposes.  Chap.  381 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  His  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  Lands  to  be 
the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  or  take  for  the  P^''^^^^ed. 
use  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  is  herein-after  provided,  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  State  Prison,  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  lying  contiguous  to  the 
prison  in  Charlestown,  and  within  the  following  limits,  viz. : 
beginning  on  the  northerly  line  on  Austin  Street,  where 
the  said  line  first  touches  the  southerly  boundary  of  the 
present  prison  limits,  near  the  south-easterly  corner  of  the 
new  prison  building ;  thence  running  north-easterly  hyaline 
coincident  with  the  south-easterly  boundary  of  the  prison 
'lands,  and  onward  in  a  straight  direction  until  it  intersects 
36 
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with  the  south-westerly  line  of  Richmond  Street,  or  the 
continuation  thereof;  then  turning  and  running  easterly  hy 
said  line  in  a  straight  direction  to  Chapman  Street ;  then 
turning  and  running  in  a  south-westerly  direction  by  the 
north-westerly  line  of  Chapman  Street  to  the  southerly 
corner  of  a  lot  of  land  now  or  late  of  one  Murdock ;  thence 
by  a  line  extending  from  said  corner  to  the  easterly  corner 
of  a  piece  of  land  now  or  late  of  one  Foss,  on  Austin  Street ; 
thence  south-westerly  by  the  northerly  line  of  Austin  Street 
to  the  point  of  beginning,  and  all  the  flats  appurtenant  to 
such  lands  as  may  be  so  purchased  or  taken;  and  also  so 
much  land  as  lies  between  a  straight  line  drawn  from  a 
point  on  Austin  Street,  on  the  line  of  the  said  Foss  estate, 
not  less  than  eighty-two  feet  from  the  south-easterly  corner 
of  the  new  wing  of  the  State  Prison ;  and  thence  running 
in  a  south-westerly  direction  to  such  a  point  on  the  line  of 
the  prison  grounds  on  Austin  Street  as  shall  carry  the  line 
at  a  distance  not  less  than  twenty-eight  feet  from  the  said 
corner  of  the  new  wing. 
Rights  of  way  Sect.  2.  Any  public  or  private  way  or  ways,  or  parts 
to  cease.  ^^  ways,  which  may  now  in  any  manner  exist  upon  or  over 

any  part  or  parts  of  the  land  or  lands  which,  by  virtue  of 
this  act  shall  be  so  purchased  or  taken,  shall  thereupon, 
from  thenceforth,  without  any  further  act  or  proceeding 
whatsoever,  be  discontinued,  and  all  rights  of  any  individual 
or  individuals,  or  of  the  public,  or  of  any  body  politic  or 
corporate  whatsoever,  to  any  right  of  way  or  other  ease- 
ment whatsoever,  in,  upon,  or  over  said  land  or  lands  which 
shall  be  so  purchased  or  taken,  shall  thereupon  cease  and 
be  determined. 
Damages,  how  Sect.  3.  The  board  of  inspectors,  for  the  time  being,  of 
settled.  ^|jg  State  Prison,  are  hereby  authorized,  under  the  direction 

of  the  governor  and  council,  to  agree  with  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  land  or  lands  which  may  be  so  purchased  or 
taken,  on  the  sum  or  sums  which  shall  be  paid  for  the  same. 
And  the  said  board  are  also  hereby  authorized,  under  the 
like  direction,  to  settle  with  all  persons,  not  owners  of  said 
land,  but  entitled  to  any  easement  or  privilege  thereon,  the 
sum  or  sums  to  be  paid  them  as  compensation  for  damages 
sustained  by  reason  of  the  taking  from  them  the  enjoyment 
of  such  easement  or  privilege. 
Certificate  re-  Sect.  4.  In  casc  the  govcmor  and  council  shall  not  pro- 
corded  in  case  ^^^Q  a  title  to  any  part  or  parts  of  the  said  land  or  flats,  as 

land  is  taken.  .  •  i     i      i  ^  -,     ■  i  xi  i  r 

IS  herein  provided,  then  and  in  such  case  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  take  the  same,  and  upon  such  taking  a  cer- 
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tilicate  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  sio-necl 
by  his  excellency,  and  certified  by  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  be  done  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  tlie  council,  and  recorded  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  shall,  ipso  facto,  vest  the  fee  simple  of 
the  premises  so  taken,  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5,     If  there  shall  not,  within  three  months  from  the  Aggrieved  per- 
date  of  such  taking,  be  a  settlement  made,  as  herein  pro-  p°y''fo™j^ury^''' 
vided,  with  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  land  or  lands  which 
may  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  or  with  any  person  or  persons  having  rights  there- 
in, who  may  be  aggrieved  by  such  taking,  then,  in  such  case, 
such  owner  or  owners,  or  other  person  aggrieved  by  such 
taking,  may,  within  fifteen   months  after  such  taking,  apply, 
by  petition,  to   the   court  of  common  pleas  for  the   county 
of  Middlesex  to  have  such  damages  assessed  by  a  jury ;  and 
notice  of  such  petition  shall  be  served  on  the  secretary  of  Notice  served 
the  Commonwealth  in  such  manner  as  the  court  shall  direct,  °^  secretary, 
not  less   than  sixty  days  before  the  time  when  such  notice 
shall  be  returnable ;  and  the  jury  that  may  be  impanelled 
to  ascertain  and  assess  said  damages,  shall  be  under  oath 
truly  and  justly  to  ascertain  and  assess  the  same,  and  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff  of  said  county  of  Middle- 
sex, go  on  the  premises  and  view  the  same,  and  return  their 
verdict  into  the  said  court. 

Sect.  6.  His  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  advice  Governor  to 
and  consent  of  the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  ^^^^  warrant, 
warrant  on  the  treasury  for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary 
to  pay  the  value  of  said  lands  purchased  or  taken  as  afore- 
said, and  of  any  rights  of  way,  or  other  easements  therein, 
as  the  same  may  be  mutually  agreed  on  by  the  parties,  or 
determined  by  a  jury,  as  herein-before  prescribed. 

Sect.  7.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  inconsistent 
provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed.  ^""^^  repealed. 

Sect.  8.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     ^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  Locating  the  Barre  and  North  Brookfield  Chap.  382 

Railroad. 

Beit  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs : 

Sect.  1.     The  time  for  filing  the  location  of  the  Barre  Time  extended 
and  North    Brookfield    Railroad,  is    hereby   extended    six 
months  beyond  the  time  limited  in  their  act  of  incorporation. 


284  1854.— Chapters  383,  384. 

New  subscrip  Sect.  2.  When  this  act  shall  have  been  accepted  by  said 
op^ned!^  ^^°^^  corporation,  a  new  subscription  for  the  capital  stock  there- 
of, shall  be  opened,  and  the  persons  holding  the  stock  of 
said  corporation  heretofore  subscribed  for,  shall  not  be 
liable  for  any  assessments  on  the  shares  of  said  stock  here- 
tofore subscribed  for,  for  any  expenses  hereafter  incurred 
by  said  corporation  in  any  manner.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  Oo6  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Appleton  House  Companj'. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  -as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     John  S.  Tyler,  Francis  Brinley,  Asa  Swallow, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Appleton  House   Company,  for  the 
Purpose.         purpose.of  erectino;  a  public  house  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  maintaining  such   public  house,  and   the   buildings  and 
Duties,  liabiii- improvements  connected  therewith;    with    all   the  powers 
ties,  &c.  g^^^  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 

restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
Proviso,  vised  Statutes :  provided,  however,  that  said  corporation 
shall  not  carry  on  the  business  of  hotel  or  boarding-house 
keeping,  or  be  in  any  way  interested  in  said  business. 
Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 
personal  estate  ggtajg^  ncccssary  and  convenient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
not  exceeding  in  amount,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
No  shares  to   dollars;  but  no  shares  in  the  capital  stock  thereof,  shall  be 
dy^ar^*^  ^^'  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on 
each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  S84  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Warren  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  in  Danvers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  GeorgG  Osbomc,  Henry  Poor,  Francis  Baker, 
John  B.  Peabody,  Francis  Dane,  Benjamin  Wheeler,  Lewis 
Allen,  Amos  Merrill,  E.  W.  Upton,  Kendall  Osborne,  their 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
by  the  name  of  the  Warren  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  be 
established  in  the  south  parish,  in  the  town  of  Danvers ; 
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with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  Duties,  liabiii- 
duties,  liabilities   and   restrictions,  set  forth  in   the  thirty-  ^^^'  ^  '^' 
sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth,  relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit,  sums  Deposits, 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.     Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  anv  '^'^ustees  _  may 

,1        ,  .  /.        .'i  ,.  ,     ,^     •       t"    pay  to  minors. 

minor,  the  trustees  oi  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor,  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same;  and  the  check,  receipt.  Minor's  receipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the 
same  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said 
minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally 
by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.     This  act   shall  take  effect  from  and   after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Kinsley  Iron    and  Machine  Company.         Chop.  385 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.   1.     Lyman  Kinsley,  Oakes  Ames,  H.  B.  Wetherell,  Corporators. 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Kinsley  Iron  and   Machine  Com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  iron  and  machinery.  Purpose. 
in  the  town  of  Canton,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to   all  the  duties,  Powers,  du- 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  ^^^^'  ^^' 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purpose  Rrai  estate, 
aforesaid,  real  and  personal  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  ^l^\ia\^'' 
five  hundred  thousand   dollars;    but   the    amount   of   real  poo.ooo. 
estate  so  held,  shall  not  exceed  in  value,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  thereof, 
shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  com-  No  shares  to 
pany  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  ^g/p^/'^  ^^' 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 
be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efi"ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \ Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 
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(^hcip.  oob  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Junction  Hotel  Companj'. 

Be  if  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 
tives,  in  Genei'al  Coiwt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.  Sect,  1.  Cliarles  White,  James  Estabrook,  Timothy  S. 
Stone,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Jmiction  Hotel  Company, 

Purpose.  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hotel  in  tlie  city  of  Worcester, 
and  maintaining  the   same,  and  the  buildings  and  appurtc- 

Powers.duties,  nanccs  comicctcd  therewith  J  with  all  the  powers  and  priv- 
°"  ileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restric- 

tions, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     The  wholc  amouut  of  real  and  personal  estate, 

personal  estate  ^^,  ^^p.j.j^l  stock,  which  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the' 
purposes  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars : 

Proviso.  provided,  that  no  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- 

ration shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actu- 
ally paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 

Provided,  also,  shall  bc  first  issucd :  and  provided,  also,  that  said  corpora- 
tion shall  not  be  interested  in  the  business  of  hotel-keeping. 
{^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  387  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Hosca  Ilslcy,  Francis  B.  Fay,  Henry  Slade, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank,  to  be  estab- 

Powers, duties,  ligiied  in  the  town  of  Chelsea;  with  all  the  powers  and 
°'  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  re- 

strictions, set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  in 
all  other  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  relating  to  institutions 
for  savings.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 

Chap.  388  An  Act  relating  to  the  Second  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Appropriation       Sect.  1.     The  sum  of  four  thousand   dollars  is  hereby 
ciirms!^^"^^'"^  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  all  outstanding 
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claims,  growing  out  of  the  erection  of  the  second  hospital 
for  the  insane,  to  be  expended  for  that  purpose  under  the 
direction  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  author- 
izing the  erection  of  said  hospital,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  ;  and  the  governor  is  authorized  to  draw  his  warrants 
therefor. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi-oved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  concerning  Witness  Fees.  CJlCip.  389 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Whenever  it  shall  appear,  in  the  trial  of  any  criminal  Fees  withheld 
cause,  before  any  judge  or  magistrate,  that  any  witness  has 
induced  or  procured  the  defendant  to  commit  the  offence 
wherewith  he  is  charged,  with  the  intent  to  appear  as  a  wit- 
ness against  him,  said  judge  or  magistrate  may,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, refuse  to  allow  such  witness  any  fees  for  travel  or 
attendance,  or  both.  [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  Ap?'il  2S, 
1854.] 

An  Act  relating  to  Hope  Cemetery  in  the  City  of  Worcester.  Chcip.  390 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,iji  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     The  city  council  of  Worcester  is  hereby  au-  Commissioners 
thorized  to  elect,  by  joint  ballot,  in  convention,  a  board  of  *°  ^^  chosen, 
five  commissioners,,  one  member  thereof  to  be  elected  each 
and  every  year,  in  the  month  of  January,  to  hold  ofl&ce  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  who  shall  have  the  sole  care,  super- 
intendence   and    management    of  Hope   Cemetery,    estab- 
lished by  said  city  council ;  but  said  board,  or  any  member  Subject  to  re- 
thereof,  after  having  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  his  ™°^^  ' 
or  their  defence,  may  be  removed  at  any  time,  by  a  concur- 
rent vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  city  council ; 
and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  said  board  of  commissioners,  by  Vacancies, 
death,  resignation,  removal  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy  shall  ^°^  ^ 
be  filled  by  the  choice  of  another  commissioner,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  remainder  of 
the  term  for  which  the  member  in  whose  place  he  shall  be 
elected  would  have  held  the  same.     Said  board  may  be  or- 
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Organization    ganized  by  the  choice   of  a  chairman  and  secretary  from 
°     °^^  '         their  own  number,  and  a  major  part  of  said  board  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  ;  and  the 
Terms  of  office,  term,  for  whicli  the  several  members   of  the  first  board  of 
commissioners  to  be  chosen,  shall  hold  their  office,  shall  be 
determined  as  follows  :  The  commissioner  first  chosen,  shall 
hold  his  office  for  five  years ;  the  commissioner  next  chosen, 
shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years ;  the   commissioner  next 
chosen,  shall  hold  his   office  for  three  years ;  the  commis- 
sioner next  chosen,  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years ;  and 
the  commissioner  next  chosen,  shall  hold  his  office  for  one 
year. 
Duties  of  board      Sect.  2.     The  Said  board  of  commissioners  shall  lay  out 
said  cemetery,  or  such  part  thereof  as  is  not  already  laid 
out,  into  such  lots  or  subdivisions  for  burial  places,  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  and   the  said  commissioners  shall  set 
apart  a  proper  portion  of  said  cemetery  for  a  public  burial 
*"      place  for  the  use   of  the  inhabitants   of  said  city,  free  of 
charge  therefor,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commis- 
sioners, from  time  to  time,  as  appropriations  shall  be  made 
by  the  city  council  therefor,  to  cause  all  necessary  paths  and 
avenues  to  be  constructed  therein,  and  to  cause   said  cem- 
etery to  be  planted  and   embellished  with  trees,   shrubs, 
flowers,  and  other  rural  ornaments,  as  they  shall  think  prop- 
By-laws,  er.     And  said  board  maj^  make  all  necessary  by-laws  and 
regulations,  in  the  execution  of  their  trust,  not  inconsistent 
with  this  act,  and  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  they 
shall  deem  expedient. 
Deeds  of  con-      Sect.  3.     Said  board  of  commissioners  shall  have    au- 
Teyance,  -c.     ^jjQrity  to   Sell,  to   any  person   or  persons,  the   sole  and 
exclusive  right  of  burial  and  of  erecting  tombs,  cenotaphs, 
and  other  monuments,  in  any  of  the  designated  lots  or  sub- 
divisions of  said  cemetery,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  they  shall,  by  their  rules  and  regulations,  prescribe ;  but 
all  deeds  and  conveyances  of  such  lots  or  rights  of  burial, 
shall  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  city,  and  shall  be  executed 
in  behalf  of  the  city  by  the  treasurer  thereof,  for  the   time 
being,  when  requested  so  to  do  by  said  commissioners ;  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sales  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  paid  into 
the  city  treasury. 
Commissioners      Sect.  4,     Said  board  of   commissioners  shall,  annually, 
to^rtport annu-  -^^  ^j^^^  mouth  of  January,  and  whenever  required  by  the  city 
council,  make  and  render  a  report  of  all  their  acts,  doings, 
and  proceedings,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  cemetery,  and 
an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  same. 
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Sect.  5.     The  mayor  ard  aldermen  of   said  city,  shall  ,'^<^'"^"'''' "": 

,11  n         •  T        •  .      le-iS    arc  pted 

notity  and  warn  the  legal  voters  or  said  city,  to  meet  iii  in  sixty  days, 
their  respective  wards,  on  such  day  as  they  shall  direct,  not 
exceeding  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  in  their  written  votes,  upon  the  question 
whether  they  will  accept  the  same ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the 
votes  given  upon  said  question,  shall  be  in  the  negative, 
then  this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Western  Massachusetts  Telegraph  Company.  Chop.  391 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Wellington  H.  Tyler,  David  Campbell,  William  Corporators. 
B.  Cooley,  their  associates  and  successors,  are. hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Telegraph  Company;  for  the  purpose  of  constructing,  main- 
taining and  using  lines  of  telegraph  within  this  Common- 
wealth, from  Pittsfield  to  Sheffield,  and  connecting  the  same 
with  any  other  lines  of  telegraph,  which  may  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  constructed,  and  for  extending  the  same 
in  the  direction  of  Albany  and  Hudson,  to  the  line  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  in  the  direction  of  Now  Haven, 
Bildgeport  and  Danbury,  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  (Con- 
necticut, and  also  to  Spriniitield  and  North  Adams  in  this 
Commonwealth;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  P""''?''",  privi- 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilites  and  restrictions,  contained  ^^^*' 
in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in 
an  act  approved  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  entitled  ''An  Act 
concerning  Electric  Telegraph  Companies  and  Electric  Tele- 
graphing." 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  ^!r'*^' ^'°'=^' 
exceed  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  and  no  shares  shall  be 
issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  No  shares  to 
each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  der  pan 
issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 
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Chap.  392         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Model  Lodging  House  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  satne,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditcli,  J.  Amory  Davis,  John  L. 
Emmons,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Model  Lodging  House 
Purpose.         Association,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  lodgings  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  for  industrious  persons,  at  moderate  rates ;  with 
Privileges,  lia-  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
bihties,  &c.      liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
gioo,ooo  real       Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  hold 
e"tate'!"^°'^^^  real  and  personal  estate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one 
hundred    thousand   dollars.     [Approved  by  the    Governor, 
April  28,  1854.] 

Chap.  393      An  Act   in  relation  to  the  Visits  of  Clergymen  to  Prisoners  under 

Confinement. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, iti  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Visits  from  the      So  much  of  sections  twenty  and  forty  of  the  one  hundred 
lowed.  ^°*  ^^'  ^^^  forty- third  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  relate 

to  the  visits  of  clergymen  to  prisoners,  is  hereby  repealed. 

[Approved  by  the    Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 

Chan  394-^"  -^^^  ^°  change  the  Name  of  the  First  Baptist  Society   in  Lancaster. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assem,bled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  corporate  name  of  the  First  Baptist  Society  in  Lan- 
caster, is  hereby  changed,  and  said  society  shall  hereafter 
be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  First  Baptist 
Society  in  Clinton.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28, 

1854.] 
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An  Act  further  to  extend  the  Time  for  the  Construction   of  the  Eastern  Chap.  395 

Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

The  time  allowed  to  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  for 
constrticting  an  extension  of  their  railroad,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  entitled 
An  Act  concerning  the  Grand  Junction  Railroad  and  Depot 
Company,  and  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  chapter  306, 
is  hereby  extended  four  months  beyond  the  period  now  fixed 
by  law,  for  the  construction  thereof.  \^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  apportion  and  assess  a  State  Tax  of  Three  Hundred  Thousand  Chap.  396 

Dollars. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sa?ne,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Each  city,  town,  district,  or  other  place,  herein- 
after named,  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  assessed 
and  pay  the  several  sums  with  which  they  stand  respectively 
charged  in  the  following  schedule  : — 

SCHEDULE. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


Boston, 

Chelsea, 

North  Chelsea,     . 


Ninety-eight    thousand    six    hundred    and 
ninety-one  dollars,  .... 

One   thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars,    ...... 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars,    . 


$98,691  00 

1,764  00 
387  00 

$100,842  00 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


Ames  bury, . 
Andover, 
Beverly, 
B  oxford,      , 


Five  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars, 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  dol- 
lars,       ....... 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty- five 
dollars,   ....... 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars, 


$573  00 
1,611  00 


1,155  00 
279  00 
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Bradford,     . 

Two  hundred  and  four  dollars,  . 

$204  00 

Danvers, 
Essex, 

One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine 
dollars,   ....... 

Three  hundred  and  thirty- six  dollars. 

1,749  GO 
336  GO 

Georgetown, 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars,     . 

393  00 

Gloucester,  . 
Groveland,  . 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  dollars, 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

1,326  00 
225  00 

Hamilton,    . 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars,  . 

231  00 

Haverhill,    . 
Ips-wich, 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen  dol- 
lars,         

Five  hundred  and  seventy- three  dollars, 

1,215  00 
673  00 

Lawrence,   . 
Lynn, 
Lynnfield,   . 

Two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  dollars,  ...... 

Two  thousand  tliree  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars 

One  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars, 

2,973  00 

2,319  00 
186  00 

Manchester, 

Two  hundred  and  eighty- two  dollars, 

282  00 

Marblehead, 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  four  dollars, 

1,104  00 

Methuen,     . 

Five  hundred  and  sixty-  one  dollars,  . 

561  OO 

Middleton,  . 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars,   . 

165  00 

Newbury,    . 

Three  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars. 

345  OC 

Newburyport, 
Rock  port,    . 

Two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  dollars,            ..... 
Four  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,     . 

2,787  OC 
414  OC 

Kowley, 

Two  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars. 

243  OC 

Salem, 
Salisbury,    . 

Six   thousand  six  hundred  and   sixty-six 
dollars,    ...          .... 

Five  hundred  and  fifty- five  dollars,    . 

6,666  OC 
555  OC 

Saugus, 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars. 

273  OC 

Topsfield,    . 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars,    . 

252  OC 

"Wenham,    . 

Two  hundred  and  seven  dollars, 

207  OC 

West  Newbury,  . 

Three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  . 

318  OC 
$29,520  OC 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


Acton, 
Ashby, 


Three  hundred  dollars,        . 
Three  hundred  and  six  dollars,  . 
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Ashland, 

Bedford,      , 

Billerica, 

Boxborough, 

Brighton,     . 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Carlisle, 

Charlestowu, 

Chelmsford, 

Concord, 

Dracut, 

Dunstable, 

Framingham 

Grotou, 

Holliston, 

Hopkiuton, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Lowell, 

Maiden, 

Marlboroug 

Medford, 

Melrose, 

Natick, 

Newton, 

Pepperell, 

Reading, 

Sherborn, 

Shirley, 


h. 


Two  hundi-ed  and  thirty-four  dollars. 

One  himdred  and  ninety-two  dollars, 

Four  hundred  and  forty- one  dollars,  , 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars. 

Eight  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars, 

One  hundred  and  iifty  dollars,  . 

Five  thousand  one  hundred   and    ninety 

dollars, 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars, 

Four  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety 

two  dollars,     ..... 
Five  hundred  and  four  dollars,  . 

Six  hundred  and  forty- two  dollars,     . 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars. 

Nine  hundred  and  eighty- four  dollars, 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,     . 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

Five  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars, 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  . 

Two  hundred  and  forty- six  dollars. 


Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  four 

lars,        ..... 
Nine  hundred  dollars. 


Six  hundred  and  forty- two  dollars. 

One   thousand   two   hundred    and 

dollars,   ..... 
Two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty- one  dollars, 


fifteen 


One   thousand    five   hundred   and  ei 

seven  dollars,  .... 
Three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars, 


Six  hundred  and  six  dollars. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 
Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars, 


dol 


ghty 


$23i 

00 

192 

00 

441 

00 

123 

00 

816 

00 

150 

00 

5,190 

00 

171 

00 

4,392 
504 

00 
00 

642 

00 

375 

00 

183 

00 

984 

00 

720 

00 

462 

00 

513 

00 

594 

00 

240 

00 

246 

00 

8,604 
900 

00 
00 

642  00 

1,215  00 
270  00 

531  00 

1,587  00 
399  00 

606  00 

270  00 

297  00 
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Somerville,  . 
South  Reading,    . 
Stoneham,   . 
Stow,  . 
Sudbury,     . 
Tewksbtu-y, 
Townsend, 
Tyngsborough,    . 
"Waltbam,    . 
Watertown, 
Wayland,    . 
"West  Cambridge, 
Westford,    . 
"Weston, 
"Wilmington, 
Winchester, 
"Woburn, 


One  thousand  and  thirty-two  dollars. 
Four  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 
Three  hundred  and  six  dollars,  . 
Three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars. 
Four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars. 
Three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  . 
Four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, . 
Two  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars,    . 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety 
two  dollars,     ..... 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
dollars,   ...... 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars,  . 

Eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 
Four  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,    . 
Three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
Two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars. 
Three  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars, 
One  thousand  and  five  dollars,   . 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 


Ashburnham, 

Athol, 

Auburn, 

Barre, 

Berlin, 

Blackstone, 

Bolton, 

Boylston,     . 

Brookfield,  . 

Charlton,     . 

Clinton, 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 
Three  hundred  and  sixty- six  dollars, 
Two  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars. 
Seven  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars. 
Que  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars. 
Nine  hundred  and  thirty- six  dollars. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars, 
Two  hunch-ed  and  thirty-four  dollars. 
Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars. 
Four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars. 
Four  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars, 
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Dana, 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars, 

$126  00 

Douglas, 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars,  . 

378  00 

Dudley, 

Three  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars. 

342  00 

Fitchburg,  . 

One  thousand  and  ninety- five  dollars. 

1,095  00 

Gardner, 

Three  hundred  and  nine  dollars. 

309  00 

Grafton, 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars. 

747  00 

Hardwiek,  . 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars, 

426  00 

Harvard,      . 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars, 

396  00 

Holden,       . 

Four  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars. 

417  00 

Hubbardston, 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars, 

354  00 

Lancaster,    . 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars. 

354  00 

Leicester,     . 

Six  hundred  and  twenty- seven  dollars. 

627  00 

Leominster, 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars. 

678  00 

Lunenburg, 

Three  hundi-ed  and  thirty  dollars, 

330  00 

Mendon, 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars, 

351  00 

Milford,       . 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars,     . 

729  00 

Millbury,     . 

Five  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars. 

549  00 

New  Braintree,    . 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars,     . 

273  00 

North  Brookfield, 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars. 

369  00 

Northborough,     . 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars. 

336  00 

Northbridge, 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars, 

366  00 

Oakham, 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars, 

225  00 

Oxford, 

Five  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars. 

519  00 

Paxton, 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars,    . 

165  00 

Petersham,  . 

Foixr  hundred  and  eleven  dollars. 

411  00 

Phillipston, 

One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars, 

198  00 

Princeton,    . 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars,     . 

324  00 

Royalstou,  . 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars, 

396  00 

Rutland,      . 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars, 

276  00 

Shrewsbury, 

Four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

420  00 

Southborough,     . 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars, 

321  00 
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Southbridge, 

Six  hundred  dollars,            .... 

$600  00 

Spencer, 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,    . 

456  00 

Sterling, 

Four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

420  00 

Sturbridge, 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

450  00 

Sutton, 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars, 

528  00 

Templeton,  . 

Four  hundred  and.  seventy-four  dollars, 

474  00 

Upton, 

Three  hundred  and  forty- five  dollars. 

345  00 

Uxbridge,    . 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars. 

594  00 

Warren, 

Three  hundred  and  sixty- six  dollars, 

366  00 

Webster, 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars, 

438  00 

West  Boylston,    . 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars. 

297  00 

West  Brookfield, 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars, 

285  00 

Westborough, 

Four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars, 

420  00 

Westminster, 

Four  hundred  and  two  dollars, 

402  00 

Winchendon, 

Five  hundred  and  seven  dollars, 

507  00 

Worcester,  . 

Five  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  dollars, 

5,604  00 
$29,631  00 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 


Amherst,     . 

Six  hundred  and  twenty- one  dollars. 

$621  00 

Belchertown, 

Four  hundred,  and  sixty-five  dollars, 

465  00 

Chesterfield, 

Two  hundred  and  seven  dollars, 

207  00 

Cummington, 

Two  hundred  and  ten  dollars,     • 

210  00 

Easthampton, 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars. 

228  00 

Enfield, 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars. 

237  00 

Goshen, 

Ninety-nine  dollars,            .... 

99  00 

Granby, 

Two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars, 

213  00 

Greenwich, 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars. 

132  00 

Hadley, 

Four  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars, 

474  00 

Hatfield,      . 

Three  hundred  and  fifty- seven  dollars, 

1             857  00 
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MiddleEeld, 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

$162  00 

Northampton, 
Norwich,     . 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen 

dollars, 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  doUars, 

1,314  00 
135  00 

Peltiam, 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  doUars, 

129  00 

Plainfield,    . 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars, 

156  00 

Prescott, 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars, 

135  00 

South  Hadley,     . 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  doUars,   . 

378  00 

Southaraptoii, 

Two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars, 

213  00 

Ware, 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars, 

624  00 

Westhampton, 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  doUars, 

123  00 

Williamsburg, 

Three  hundred  and  forty- eight  doUars, 

348  00 

Worthington, 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  doUars, 

237  00 

$7,197  00 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blandford,   . 

Two  hundred  and  eighty- eight  doUars, 

$288  00 

Brimfield,    . 

Three  hundred  and  fifty -four  doUars, 

354  00 

Chester, 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  doUars,    . 

246  00 

Chicopee,     . 
Gran%"ille,    . 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three  dol- 
lars,         

Two  hundred  and  nineteen  doUars,    . 

1,803  00 
219  00 

Holland,      . 

Seventy-eight  doUars, 

78  00 

Holyoke, 

Nine  hundred  and  sixty- six  doUars,   . 

966  00 

Longmeadow, 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-three  doUars,     . 

423  00 

Ludlow, 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  doUars,     . 

246  00 

Monson, 

Four  hundred  and  ninety- five  doUars, 

495  00 

Montgomery, 

Eighty-seven  doUars,          .        .        .        . 

87  00 

Palmer, 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-six  doUars, 

666  00 

RusseD, 

Ninety-six  dollars, 

96  00 

Southwick, 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  doUars, 

279  00 

Springfield, 

Three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars, 

38 

3,327  00 
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Tolland,       . 

One  hundred  and  eleven  dollars, 

$111  00 

Wales, 

One  hundred  twenty  dollars, 

120  00 

West  Springfield, 

Eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 

840  00 

Westfield,    . 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars, 

849  00 

Wilbraham, 

Four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars, 

480  00 
$11,973  00 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 


Ashfield, 

Bernardston 

Buckland, 

Charlemont, 

Coleraine, 

Conway, 

Deeriield, 

Erving, 

Gill,    . 

Greenfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

New  Salem 

Northfield, 

Orange, 

Rowe, 

Shelburne, 

Shutesbury, 


Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars, 
Two  hundred  and  one  dollars,     . 
One  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars,    . 
Two  hundred  and  four  dollars,   . 
Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollar's. 
Three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars. 
Five  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars, 
Ninety  dollars,  .... 

One  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars. 
Five  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars. 
One  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars. 
One  hundred  and  eleven  dollars, 
Thirty-six  dollars,      .... 
Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollai's,    . 
Two  hundred  and  twenty- eight  dollars. 
Three  hundred  and  ninety  dollar's. 
Three  hundred  and  sixty -nine  dollars. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty-tAvo  dollars. 
One  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars, 
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Sunderland, 

One  hundred  and  seventy- one  dollars, 

$171  00 

Warwick,    . 

Two  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 

240  00 

Wendell,     . 

Two  hundred  and  ten  dollars,     . 

210  00 

Whately,     . 

Two  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 

240  00 

$6,117  00 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 


Adams, 

Alford, 

Becket, 

Boston  Corner,    . 

Cheshire, 

Clarksburg, 

Dalton, 

Egremont,   . 

Florida, 

Great  Barrington, 

Hancock,     . 

Hinsdale,     . 

Lanesborough, 

Lee,     . 

Lenox, 

Monterey,    . 

Mt.   Washington, 

New  Ashford, 

NewMarlborough, 

Otis,    . 

Peru,  . 

Pittsfield,    . 

Richmond,  . 


Nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine  doUars, 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars,  . 

One  hundred  and  eightj-nine  dollars. 

Nine  dollai-s, 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars, 

Fifty-four  dollars,       .... 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars. 

Eighty-four  dollars,    .... 

Six  hundred  and  ninety  dollars, 

One  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars,  . 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars, 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars. 

Five  hundred  and  forty- six  dollars,     . 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars. 

One  hundred  and  twenty -six  dollars. 

Fifty-four  dollars,       .... 

Fifty- one  dollars,        .... 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars. 

One  hundred  and  eight  dollars,  . 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety 

two  dollars,     ..... 
One  hundred  and  ninety- eight  dollars, 


$969  00 

117  00 

189  00 

9  00 

282  00 

54  00 
237  00 
243  00 

84  00 
690  00 
186  00 
222  00 
273  00 
546  00 
285  00 
126  00 

54  00 

51  00 
291  00 
189  00 
108  00 


1,392  00 
198  00 
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Sandisiield,  . 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars, 

1          $267  00 

Savoy, 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 

114  00 

Sheffield,      . 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars, 

58.5  00 

Stockbridge, 

Three  hundred  and  eighty- seven  dollars,     . 

387  00 

Tyringham, 

One  hundred  and  thirty- five  dollars,  . 

1             135  00 

"Washington, 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars,  . 

135  00 

West  Stockbridge, 

Three  hundred  and  nine  dollars, 

309  00 

Williamstown,     . 

Five  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars. 

516  00 

Windsor,     . 

One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars, 

168  00 

$9,411  00 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 


BeUingham, 

1 

Braintree, 

Brookline, 

Canton, 

Cohasset, 

Dedham, 

Dorchester, 

Dover, 

_ 

Foxborough 

Franklin, 

Medfield, 

1 

Medway, 

Milton, 

Needham, 

•  1 

Quincy, 

•  ! 

Randolph, 

Roxbury, 

Sharon, 

Two  hundred  and  seventy- six  dollars. 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars, 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars, 

Six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars, . 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars, 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  three  dol 
lars 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty' 
five  dollars,     ..... 

One  hmidred  and  fifty- nine  dollars,    . 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  dollars, . 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
dollars,   ...... 

Nine  hundred  and  thirty -six  dollars. 

Six  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve  dol 

lars,        

Two  hundred  and  ninety- one  dollars, 
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Stoughton,  . 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars, 

$624  00 

Walpole,      . 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars, 

423  00 

Weymouth, 

Nine  hundred  and  thirty- nine  dollars, 

9S9  00 

Wrentham, 

Six  hundred  dollars 

600  00 

$23,649  00 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 


Attleborough, 
Berkley, 
Dartmouth, 
Dighton, 
Easton, 
Fairhaven,  . 
Fall  River,  . 
Freetown,    . 
Mansfield,   . 
New  Bedford, 
Norton, 
Pawtucket, 
Raynham,   , 
Rehoboth,    . 
Seekonk, 
Somerset,     . 
Swanzey,     . 
Taunton, 
"VVestport,    . 


Six  hundred  and  twelve  dollars, 

One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,     . 

One  thousand  one  hundred   and  fifty- five 

dollars, 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars, 

.  i  Four  hundi-ed  and  two  dollars, . 


One   thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty 
four  dollars,    ..... 

Three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
dollars,    ...... 

Three  hundred  and  three  dollars. 


Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars, . 

Six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars,    ...... 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty- seven  dollars, 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars, 

Three  hundred  and  eighty- one  dollars. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty- one  dollars, 

Two  hundred  and  forty- six  dollars,    . 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars. 

Two  thousand  and  thirteen  dollars,     . 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 


i612  00 
150  00 


1,155  00 
288  00 

402  00 


1,584  00 

3,117  00 
303  00 

234  00 


6,945  00 
384  00 

537  00 

276  00 

381  00 

381  00 

246  00 

285  00 

2,013  00 

750  00 

$20,043  00 


PLYMOUTH   COUNTY. 


Abington,    . 
Bridgewater, 


Eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars, 
Six  hundred  and  forty- five  dollars,     . 


$867  00 
645  00 
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Carver, 

One  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars, 

$195  00 

Uuxbury,    . 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars, 

579  00 

East  Bridgewater, 

Foiu-  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,     . 

456  00 

Halifax, 

One  hundred  and  forty -four  dollars,  . 

144  00 

Hanover,      . 

Three  hundred  dollars,        .... 

300  00 

Hanson, 

Two  hundred  and  ten  dollars,     . 

210  00 

Hingham,    . 

Eight  hundred  and  sixty-one  doUars, 

861  00 

HuU,  . 

Sixty  dollars, 

60  00 

Kingston,     . 

Pour  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars,  . 

441  00 

Marshfield,  . 

Three  hundred  and  fifty- one  dollars,  . 

351  00 

Middleborough,    . 

Nine  hundred  and  three  dollars. 

903  00 

N.  Bridgewater,  . 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-one  doUars, 

621  00 

Pembroke,  . 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars,    . 

246  00 

Plymouth,  . 
Plympton,  . 

One  thousand  three  hundred   and  eleven 
dollars,   ....... 

One  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars. 

1,311  00 
183  00 

Kochester,   . 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars,  . 

663  00 

Scituate, 

Three  hundi-ed  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

375  00 

S.  Scituate, 

Three  hundred  and  ninety- six  dollars, 

396  00 

Wareham,    . 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars, 

525  00 

W.  Bridgewater,  . 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars. 

279  00 

$10,611  00 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 


Barnstable, . 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars,  . 

$846 

00 

Brewster,     . 

One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars, 

198 

00 

Chatham,     . 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars. 

297 

00 

Dennis, 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

462 

00 

Eastham,     . 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars. 

114 

00 

Falmouth,    . 

Five  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars. 

513 

00 

Harwich,     . 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars, 

339 

00 
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Orleans, 

Two  hundi-ed  and  four  dollars,  . 

$204  00 

Provincetown, 

Five  hundred  and  fifty- eight  dollars,  . 

558  00 

Sandwich,    . 

Seven  hundred  and  thirty- eight  dollars, 

738  00 

Truro, 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars, 

237  00 

Wellfleet,     . 

Two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars,     . 

213  00 

Yarmouth,  . 

Four  hundi-ed  and  fourteen  dollars,    . 

414  00 
$5,133  00 

DUKES  COUNTY. 


Chilmark,    .         .    Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars, 
Edgartown,  .    Three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars, 

Tisbury,       .        .    Three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars, 


$237  00 
369  00 
315  00 


$921  00 


NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 


Nantucket,  . 


Two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars, 


RECAPITULATION. 


^2,325  00 


Suffolk  County,      . 

One  hundred  thousand   eight    hundred 

and  forty-two  dollars, 

$100,842  00 

Essex  County, 

Twenty- nine  thousand  five  hundred  and 

twenty  dollars, 

29,520  00 

Middlesex  County,  . 

Forty-two    thousand    six   hundred    and 

twenty-seven  dollars 

42,627  00 

Worcester  County, . 

Twenty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and 

thirty- one  dollars,        .... 

29,631  00 

Hampshire  County, 

Seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 

seven  dollars, 

7,197  00 

Hampden  County,  . 

Eleven  thousand  nine  hundi'ed  and  seven- 

ty-three dollars, 

11,973  00 

Franklin  County,    . 

Six  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen 

dollars,        ...... 

6,117  00 

Berkshire  County,  . 

Nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  eleven 

dollars,         ...... 

9,411  00 

Norfolk  County,     . 

Twenty -three  thousand  six  hundred  and 

forty-nine  dollars,        .... 

23,649  00 

Bristol  County, 

Twenty  thousand  and  forty-three  dollars. 

20,043  00 

Plymouth  County,  . 

Ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven 

dollars, 

10,611  00 
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Barnstable  County, 
Dukes  County, 
Nantucket   County, 


Five  thousand  one  hundred   and  thirty- 
three  dollars,       .         .         .         .         . 
Nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars,    . 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  and  t'wen- 
ty-five  dollars, 


,133  00 
921  00 


2,325  00 


$300,000  00 


Treasurer  shall      Sect.  2.     The    trcasurer  of   this    Commonwealth   shall, 

to  selectmen,  forthwith,  scnd  his  warrant,  with  a  copy  of  this  act,  directed 
to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  city,  town,  district,  or 
other  place,  taxed  as  aforesaid,  requiring  them  respectively 
to  assess,  in  dollars  and  cents,  the  sum  so  charged,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  to  add  the  amount  of  such  tax  to  the  amount 
of  town  and  county  taxes  to  be  by  them  assessed  in  each 
city,  town,  and  district,  respectively. 

When  payable.  Sect.  3.  The  treasurer,  in  his  said  warrant,  shall  re- 
quire the  said  selectmen  or  assessors,  respectively,  to  pay, 
or  to  issue  their  several  warrant  or  warrants,  requiring  the 
treasurers  of  their  several  cities,  towns,  or  districts,  to  pay 
to  the  said  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-four,  the  sums  against  said  cities,  towns,  and  dis- 

Names  of  trea-  tricts,  respectively,  in  this  act  contained ;  and  the  selectmen 

suvers  to  be  re-  ^  i-i         ini  I'o      j.         x>xi 

turned,  &c.  or  asscssors,  respectively,  shall  return  a  certificate  oi  the 
names  of  such  treasurers,  with  the  sum  which  each  may  be 
required  to  collect,  to  the  said  treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth, some  time  before  the  first  day  of  October  next. 

Sect.  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  397        An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mariners'  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corp  raters.  Sect.  1.  Jolm  S.  Tyler,  Stephen  Bartlett,  Joseph  S. 
Hastings,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 

Duration.  a  Corporation,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years,  by  the  name  of 
the    Mariners'    Mutual  Insurance   Company,  to    be  estab- 

Purpose.  lished  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  making  mar- 
itime loans,  and  insurance  against  maritime  losses,  and 
losses  by  fire,  on  the  principle  of  mutual  insurance,  with  the 
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powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili-  Powers, liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  for-  ^^^' 
ty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  sub- 
sequent statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  relating  to  mutual 
insurance  companies,  so  far  as  the  same  are  consistent  with 
this  act,  and  applicable  to  the  corporation  hereby  created. 

Sect.  2.     Instead  of  the  safety  fund  now  required  by  law,  Capital  stock, 
said  company  shall  have   a  capital   stock  of  one  hundred  fiayi^g/ease 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into   shares  of  twenty-five  to  ^30o,ooo. 
dollars  each,  with  authority  to  increase  said  capital  stock 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dollars ; 
and  the  holders  of  shares  in  said  capital  stock  shall  be  mem- 
bers of  said  company  so  long  as  they  hold  any  share  of  said 
stock  respectively. 

Sect.  3.     Said  company  may  invest  a  portion  not  ex- Portion  of  cap- 
ceeding   one-quarter   part  of   said   capital    stock,  in   real  ve^sted.°^^  ^"' 
estate,  necessary  or  convenient  for  the  purposes  of  their 
incorporation,  over  and  above  such  real  estate  as  may  be  at 
any  time  held  by  them  in  mortgage,  or  taken  to  satisfy  any 
debt  due  to  them. 

Sect.  4.  No  policy  of  insurance  shall  be  issued  by  said  Policies,  when 
company,  until  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  said 
capital  stock,  in  cash,  and  the  further  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  of  said  capital  stock,  in  promissory  notes,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  not 
convertible  into  premiums,  shall  have  been  actually  paid  in. 

Sect.  5.     At  the  end  of  each  year  after  the  commence-  Dividends, 
ment  of  their  business,  said  company  may  pay  out  of  the 
net  profits  thereof,  to  the  holders  of  said  capital  stock,  an 
amount  not  exceeding  seven  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the 
amount  of  said  stock  held  by  them  respectively. 

Sect.  6.  After  the  payment  of  the  said  amount  to  the  |^et  profits, 
holders  of  said  capital  stock,  the  net  profits  of  the  business  of.^  '^^°^^ 
of  said  company  shall  be  credited  upon  their  books,  to  the 
said  holders  of  said  capital  stock,  and  the  persons  insured 
by  said  company  according  to  the  by-laws  of  said  company ; 
and  at  the  end  of  any  year  after  the  commencement  of  their 
business,  the  said  company  may  convert  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  said  net  profits  then  remaining  in  their  hands,  or 
credited  as  aforesaid,  into  additional  stock,  and  may  declare 
and  distribute  to  the  holders  of  their  said  capital  stock  ex- 
isting before  such  additions,  and  said  parties  insured,  a 
dividend  of  shares  in  such  additional  stock,  until  the  whole 
capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars ;    and  thereafter,  the  net 
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profits  of  said  company  shall  be  equally  divided  between 
the  holders  of  said  capital  stock  and  said  parties  insured, 
in  cash  or  otherwise,  as   the   directors  may,  from  time  to 

Proviso.  time,  determine  :  provided,  that  no   division  of  said  profits 

shall  ever  be  made,  before  the  expiration  of  this  act,  which 
shall  not  leave  wholly  unimpaired,  in  amount  and  value,  the 
capital  stock  established  at  the  time  such  dividend  shall  be 
declared. 

Risks  limited.  Sect.  7.  Said  compauy  shall  never  take,  upon  any  one 
risk,  an  amount  exceeding  one-tenth  of  their  capital  stock, 
paid  in  or  accumulated  at  the  time,  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  8,  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 

Chcip.  398  -^^  ^^^  to  increase  the  Capital    Stock    of  the  Boston  Steam  Tow-Boat 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  Boston  Steam  Tow-Boat  Company  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  increase  their  capital  stock,  by  an  addition 
thereto  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  not  to  be  issued  except  on  payment  in  cash,  of 
the  par  value  thereof.  [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  Ajoril 
28,  1854.] 


Chap.  399  An  Act  in    addition   to  "  An    Act   to    incorporate  the  Boylston  Medical 

School." 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

isEay  hold  real      The  Boylstou  Mcdical   School,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  is 
'.  s\ate!'^^°'^ '^     hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to 
the  purposes  of  medical  education.      [Approved  hy  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  400  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture  and 
Sale  of  Spirituous    and  Intoxicating  Liquors. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sheriffs,  &c.,       No  sheriff,  deputy-sherifi"   constable  or  coroner,  and  no 

not   liable   in  ,  i      •    ^  1      .  t  •  r-  •         i         j. 

certain  cases,   cxccutor  Or  admuifstrator,  and  no  assignee  oi  any  insolvent 
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debtor,  lawfully  appointed  according  to  the  acts  of  this 
Commonwealth  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  shall  be 
liable  to  any  penalty  under  any  act  or  law  of  this  Common- 
wealth, concerning  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  spirituous 
and  intoxicating  liquors :  provided,  his,  her,  or  their  doings 
and  proceedings  are  lawfully  done,  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  pursuant  to  the  lawful  order,  command,  direction,  judg- 
ment, or  decree  and  warrant,  of  any  court  or  other  legal 
tribunal,  having  lawful  jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  and  pro- 
vided, that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  sale 
of  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor  for  any  other  pur- 
poses than  are  authorized  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  in 
addition;  or  shall  authorize  any  officer  or  executor,  admin- 
istrator or  assignee,  to  sell  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating 
liquors  otherwise  than  by  public  auction.  {^Approved  by  the 
Gover-nor,  April  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  County  Commissioners.  Ch((p.  401 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  asse7nhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  county  commissioners  in  the   several  counties,  are  Commissioners 
hereby  empowered  to  alter  the  location  and  construction  of  ^IJoj^Q^/g^tes! 
railroad  gates   at  crossings   on  the  petition  of  any  party, 
whenever,  in  their  opinion,  the  better  security  of  human  life, 
or  the  convenience   of  the  public  travel,  shall  so  require. 
[App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate   the  Bunker  Hilt  Library  Association.  Chop.  402 

■Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Thomas  W.   Hooper,  G.  Washington  Warren,  CorporatorH. 
Edward  Pratt,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Li-, 
brary  Association,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Charles- 
town;  for  the  purpose   of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  Purpose, 
library  and  reading-room,  advancing  the  useful  arts  and  sci- 
ences, and  promoting  public  instruction  by  lectures  or  oth- 
erwise, with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  Powers,  privi- 
all  the  duties,  liabilities   and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  ^®^^®'  *'^' 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
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Real  estate,  Sect.  2.  Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  estate,  to  an 
Personni  prnp-  amoiuit  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  in  value, 
erty,  poo.ooo.  and  personal  property  not  exceeding  in  amount  or  value, 

one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to 

the  purposes  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 

Chan.  403  -^^  ^^^^  ^°  incorporate  the  American  Glass  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     Patrick  H.  Slane,  William  A.  Hayes,  Reuben 
U.  Ober,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Glass  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  glass,  in  South  Boston,  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  with  all  the 
Powers,  privi-  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric- 
leges,    c.        tions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,  Sect.  2.     The   Said  Corporation  may  hold,  for  the  pur- 

capital, '         poses  aforcsaid,  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  seventy-five 
5300,000.         thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No   shares  in  the   capital  stock  of  said   cor- 
der  par!^  ^^'    poratiOn  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less   sum  or  amount,  to  be 
actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appj^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


Chap.  404        An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Haverhill  Female  Benevolent  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coui^t  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Mary  Stickney,  J.  R.  Howc,  Hannah  Woodman, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Haverhill  Female  Benevolent  So- 
Powers,  privi-  cicty,  for  charitable  and  benevolent  purposes ;  with  all  the 
leges,  &c.^  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes. 
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Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  take  and  hold  real  Real  and  per- 

-,  1         ,     ,       f        ,-\  /»  -Tx  i.  sonal    estate, 

and  personal  estate,  for  the  purpose  aioresaid,  to  an  amount  550,000. 
not  exceedino-   fifty  thousand    dollars.      [App7^oved  by  the 
Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  change  the  Place  of  holding  the  Terms  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Chop.  405 
Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Berkshire. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     From  and  after  the  time  this  act   shall  take  location  of 

courts 

effect,  the  several  terms  of  the  supreme  judicial  court 
now  by  law  to  be  holden  annually  at  Lenox,  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Septem- 
ber, and  on  the  tenth  Tuesday  after  the  first  Tuesday  of 
March ;  and  also  the  several  terms  of  the  court  of  common 
ple^s  now  by  law  to  be  holden  annually  at  Lenox,  within 
and  for  said  county,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  the 
fourth  Monday  of  Februar}'-,  the  fourth  Monday  of  June,  the 
first  Monday  in  July,  and  the  fourth  Monday  in  October, 
shall  each  be  holden  annually  on  the  respective  days  afore- 
said at  Pittsfield,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire. 

Sect.  2.  All  writs  and  processes,  of  whatever  nature,  Returns  of 
whether  civil  or  criminal,  returnable  to  or  pending  in  said  pYocess^e". 
supreme  court  or  court  of  common  pleas  when  this  act  shall 
take  eflect,  shall  thereafter  be  returned  to  and  have  day  ia 
said  respective  courts  to  which  they  may  appertain,  at  the 
times  and  in  the  place  established  by  this  act;  and  all  par- 
ties and  persons  who,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall 
have  been  required  to  appear  and  attend  at  the  terms  afore- 
said, shall  appear  and  attend,  and  have  like  day  in  court  at 
the  terms,  and  at  the  times,  and  in  the  place,  established  by 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  eflect  on  the  first  day  of  Act  to  take 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun-  isle,  if °ac- 
dred  and  fifty-six  :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  proposi-  cepted,  &c. 
tion  in  the  words  following,  viz, :  "  Shall  the  terms  of  the 
supreme  judicial  court,  and  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
now  by  law  to  be  holden  annually  at  Lenox,  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  be  holden  annually,  after  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  at  Pittsfield,  in  said  county?"  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  the  legal  voters  of  the  county  of  Berkshire,  present 
and  voting  at  the  next  election  for  governor,  in  said  county. 
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Return  of 
votes  to  sec- 
retary. 


Governor  to 
make  procla- 
mation. 


and  those  who  shall  vote  thereon  shall  vote  "Yes"  or 
"No;"  and  if  it  shall  be  declared,  in  the  manner  hereafter 
stated,  that  a  majority  of  the  votes  given  at  said  election 
are  given  in  afl&rmance  of  said  proposition,  then  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  which  precede  this  proviso  shall  be  and 
continue  in  force  from  the  time  stated  in  the  first  part  of 
this  section,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law ;  and  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  given  upon  said  pVbposition  are  in  nega- 
tion thereof,  as  ascertained  by  the  declaration  hereafter 
prescribed,  then  the  said  terms  of  said  courts  shall,  froin 
and  after  the  said  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  be  holden 
annually  at  Lenox,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

Sect.  4.  The  officers  in  the  several  towns  in  said  county 
of  Berkshire,  authorized  by  law  to  receive  the  votes  for 
governor,  and  to  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  secretary 
of  State,  shall  respectively  receive  and  make  return  of  the 
votes  given  for  and  against  said  proposition  at  the  next 
election  for  governor,  and  the  proper  qfficers  aforesaid  shall 
forthwith,  after  said  election,  make,  certify  and  transmit,  in 
separate  sealed  envelopes,  to  the  secretary  of  State,  the 
aggregate  number  of  votes  given  in  each  town  in  said 
county  for  and  against  said  proposition,  to  be  by  him  laid 
before  the  governor  and  council,  who  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  proceed  to  count  the  same,  and  the  aggregate  number  of 
votes  given  for  and  against  said  'proposition  shall  be  by 
them  determined ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  governor 
and  council  that  a  majority  of  votes  given  upon  said  propo- 
sition shall  be  in  favor  thereof,  then  the  governor  shall  issue 
his  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire, declaring  that  fact,  to  be  published  in  four  newspapers 
of  the  county,  and  declaring  further  that  the  said  terms  of 
the  aforesaid  courts  shall  be  holden  at  Pittsfield,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  this  act;  but  if,  upon  said 
examination,  it  shall  appear  to  the  governor  and  council 
that  a  majority  of  the  votes  given  upon  said  proposition  are 
opposed  to  said  proposition,  then  the  governor  shall,  as 
soon  as  may  be  thereafter,  issue  his  proclamation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  said  county,  declaring  that  fact,  to  Ue  published 
in  like  manner,  and  declaring  further  that  the  said  terms  of 
the  aforesaid  courts  shall  be  holden  at  Lenox,  as  now  pro- 
vided by  law,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-six.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29.  1854.] 
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An  Act  relating  to  the  Descent  and  Distribution  of  the  Estates  of  In-  Chap.  406 

testates. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  anthority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     "When  any  man  shall  die  seized  of  any  lands,  Widow  with- 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  or  of  any  right  thereto  or  in-  tujVd^tTha^f 
terest  therein  ia  fee  simple,  not  having  lawfully  devised  the  real  estate, 
same,  and  leaving  a  "widov^,  but  no  issue,  the  widow  shall  be 
entitled  to  one-half  of  the  said  estate  during  the  term  of 
her  natural  life. 

Sect.  2.     If  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  real  estate  so  May  improve 
taken  by  the  widow,  shall  be  wild  or  woodland,  the  widow  "'°°^i^°'i- 
shall  be  entitled  to  use,  clear  and  improve  the  same,  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  husband  might  do  if  living. 

Sect.  3.  When  any  man  shall  die  possessed  of  any  per-  Entitled  to 
sonal  estate,  or  any  right  or  interest  therein,  not  lawfully  ^^"1°'^^^^^" 
disposed  of  by  his  last  will,  and  leaving  a  widow,  but  no 
issue,  the  widow  shall  be  entitled  to  the  whole  personal 
estate  remaining  after  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  deceased, 
with  the  charges  of  his  funeral  and  of  settling  his  estate, 
provided  such  residue  do  not  amount  to  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars  in  value  according  to  the  appraisement. 
If  such  residue  shall  amount  to  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars  and  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars  in  value,  the  widow 
shall  be  entitled  to  five  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  same. 
If  the  said  residue  shall  amount  to  ten  thousand  dollars  or 
upwards  in  value,  the  widow  shall  be  entitled  to  one-half 
thereof:  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  held,  in  any  case,  to  deprive  a  widow  of  her  articles  of 
apparel  or  ornament,  or  provisions  or  necessaries  given  her 
by  the  first  section  of  the  sixtj'-fourth  chapter  of  the  Ee- 
vised  Statutes. 

Sect.  4.  The  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  To  be  in  lieu  of 
in  lieu  of  the  widow's  dower,  at  her  election ;  and  her  elec- ^^^^^'  ^^^^^^' 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  in  preference  to  her  dow- 
er shall  be  presumed,  unless  she  file  in  the  probate  office  her 
election  to  claim  her  rights  of  dower,  in  lieu  of  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  within  six  months  of  the  date  of  the  letters 
of  administration.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29, 
1854.] 
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Chap.  407  An  Act  to  establish  the  Fort  Hill  Corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repi^esenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  gECT.  1.  Ralph  Htmtington,  William  Wright,  William 
H.  Saiiford,  their  associates  and  successors,  be,  and  thej 
are  hereby  constituted  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of 

Power.s.duties,  the  Fort  Hill  Corporation,  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges, and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  lia- 
bilities, contained  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

May  purchase      Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  shall  have  po\v^er  to  purchase, 

and  hold  land,  i     i  i  n  •      V  •        i  j.i  •  ^ 

hold  and  possess,  in  tee  simple  or  otherwise,  any  part,  or 
all  the  land,  with  the  building,  and  other  improvements 
thereon  standing,  situate  in  that  part  of  Boston  known  as 
Fort  Hill,  and  lying  easterly  of  the  estates  fronting  on  Pearl 
Street,  between  Broad  and  Milk  Streets ;  southerly  of  the 
estates  fronting  on  Milk  Street,  between  Pearl  and  Battery- 
march  Streets,  southerly  and  "sVesterly  of  Batterymarch 
Street;  southerly  of  the  estates  fronting  on  Broad  Street, 
between  Batterymarch  and  Purchase  Streets,  and  westerly 
and  northerly  of  that  part  of  Broad  Street,  between  said 
Purchase  Street  and  its  intersection  with  said  Pearl  Street ; 
May  sell  and  an(j  gaid  Corporation  shall  have  power  to  grant,  sell  and 

convey  land.  '      x-  '        ^  j.i  -^.i  •!  '     ^ 

convey,  m  lee  simple,  or  otherwise,  the  said  corporate  prop- 
erty, or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  lease,  mortgage,  improve, 
or  otherwise  manage  the  same  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
deemed  most  for  the  interest  of  said  corporation,  and  by 
such  forms  of  conveyance,  and  contract,  as  the  by-laws  of 
Personal  prop-  the  coiiipany  shall  provide  ;  and  said  corporation  may  hold 

erty,  ^500,000;  j-'  ,^-,  -■•  i.    £.         ^        a      A 

capital,  personal  property,  not  to  exceed  m  amount  live  hundred 

^3,000,000.      thousand  dollars,  and  its  whole  capital  stock  shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  millions  of  dollars. 
30,000  shares.       Sect.  3.     The   stock  and  property  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  divided  into  shares  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand 
in  number,  certificates   of  which  shall  be  issued  under  the 
seal  of   the  corporation,  and  signed  by  the  president  and 
How  transfer-  treasurer  thereof,  and  said   shares   may  be   transferred  by 
*^^'  assignment  on  the  back  of  the   certificate,  and  be  recorded 

by  the  clerk  of  said  corporation,  in  a  book  kept  for  that 
purpose. 
Board  of  di-         Sect.  4.     Thc  busincss  affairs  of  said  corporation  shall 
be  conducted  by  a  board   of  not  more   than  nine,  nor  less 
than  five  directors,  to  be  chosen  annually,  by  ballot.     Each 
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shareholder  shall  be  entitled  to  as  many  votes  as  he  may  hold 
shares  in  the  corporation;  and  a  majority  of  the  directors 
so  chosen,  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Sect.  5.     The  said  directors  may  make   such  equal  as- Assessments, 
sessments,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  deem  expedient 
and  necessary  for  the  objects  of  the  corporation ;  and  may 
direct  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  thereof;  and  if 
any  proprietor  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  any  assess-  ^^  refusal  to 
ment  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  from  the  time  the  same  &^c.'  ™  ^  ^^  ' 
shall  have  been  due,  the  directors  may  order  the  treasurer 
to  sell  said  share  or  shares  at  public  auction,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  after  giving  due  notice  thereof,  and  the  same  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  purchaser,  and  the  delinquent  pro- 
prietor shall  be  holden  to  pay  said  corporation  the  balance, 
if  his  share  or  shares  shall  sell  for  less  than  the  amount 
assessed  thereon,  with  the  interest  and  cost  of  sale ;  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  overplus,  if  his  share  or  shares  shall 
sell  for  more  than  the  assessment  due,  with  the  interest  and 
cost  of   sale :  provided,  however,  that  no  assessment  shall  Proviso, 
be  laid  on  any  share  in  said  corporation,  of  a  greater  amount 
in  the  whole,  than  one  hundred  dollars  on  each  share. 

Sect.  6.     The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Bos- ^^^ayor  and  ai- 

•  ClcriDGIl   to    (16" 

ton,  shall  determine  and  prescribe  in  what  manner  said  cor- tcrmine,  .'tc. 
poration  may  dig  down  and  lower  the  grade   of  said  hill, 
and  shall  lay  out  streets  of  such  width  and  direction  as  may 
be  deemed  for  the  public  good,  due  reference  being  had  to 
the  reasonable  accommodation  of  said  corporation,  which 
streets  shall  be  and  become  public  highways,  whenever  they 
shall  have  been  accepted  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  afore- 
said ;  and  said  mayor  and  aldermen  may  discontinue  the  May  diseon- 
old  streets  for  the  convenience,  accommodation,  and  benefit  *"^^^  streets, 
of  said  corporation :  provided,  however,  that  nothing  in  this  Proviso, 
act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize   said  corporation 
to  take  any  lands  belonging  to   any  person  or  corporation, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner  thereof;  and  in  case,  any 
land  necessary  for  the  streets  herein  authorized  to  be  laid 
out,  shall  be  taken  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  out  or  discontinuing  any  street  or  altering 
the  grade  thereof,  the  proprietors  thereof  shall  be  entitled 
to  damages  therefor,  to  be  estimated  and  recovered  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  the  recovery  of  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  laying  out  of  highways ;  and  said  corporation  Corporation  to 
shall  give  satisfactory  bonds  to  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  to  ^^^® 
pay  into  the  city  treasury  all  damages  paid  by  said  city  for 
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the  laying  out  or  discontinuauce  of  any  street,  or  by  altering 
the  grade  thereof,  and  all  expenses  incurred  thereby ;  and 
may  require  of  said  corporation,  a  bond  with  such  conditions 
as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  may  prescribe,  in  relation  to  the 
expense  of  providing  sewers  and  drains,  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  which  may  be  imposed  on  said  corporation 
relating  to  the   discontinuance,  laying  out  or  lowering  the 
grade  of  any  street. 
Act  void  in         Sect.  7.     TMs  act  shall  become  void  at  the  expiration  of 
xmiess,  &c.  '     thrcc  ycars  from  the  date  thereof,  unless  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall,  within  that  period,  have  expended  a  sum  not  less 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  upon  the  objects  herein 
set  forth. 
Right  not  Sect.  8.     Nothing:  in  this  act  shall  in  any  way  limit,  re- 

abridfed  ^  j  i 

"    ■         strain  or  abridge  the  right  which  the  city  of  Boston  now 

have,  in  and  to  the  open  space  or  common  on  the  summit  of 

the  said  Fort  Hill. 
Act  void,  un-       Sect.  9.     TMs  act  sliall  bc  void  and  of  no  effect,  unless 
ifi^one^year.^     the  samc  shall  bc   accepted  by  the  city  council  of  Boston, 

within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof.     \^Approved  by  the 

Gover7ior,  April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.  408  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  lay  out  a  Highway. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Highway  in  Sect.  1.     Thc  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Bostou 

are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  lay  out  a  highway, 
in  continuation  of  Clinton  Street,  in  said  city,  not  exceeding 
sixty  feet  wide,  and  extending  from  the  easterly  line^  of 
Commercial  Street,  easterly,  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
and  forty  feet,  and  from  some  point  on  the  said  continua- 
tion, extending  north-easterly,  not  exceeding  sixty-six  feet 
wide,  and  nearly  parallel  with  said  Commercial  Street,  to 
Eastern  Packet  Pier,  and  from  some  point  on  the  said  con- 
tinuation of  Clinton  Street,  extending  south-westerly,  not 
exceeding  forty  feet  in  width,  to  City  Wharf,  so  called : 

Proviso.  provided,  that  the  assent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  flats 

over  which  the  said  highway  shall  pass,  shall  be  first 
obtained. 

Act  repealed.  Sect.  2.  An  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  City 
of  Boston  to  lay  out  a  Highway,"  passed  April  twelve, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  is  hereby  repealed. 
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Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appj-oved  hy  the  Governor ,  April  28,  1854.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Corporation.     CIllW.  409 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Tenth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Corpora- Subject  to  cer- 
tion  shall  hereafter  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  ^^'"^  statutes. 
fortieth  section  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  the  twelfth  chapter  of  the  statutes  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty;  and  the  county  commissioners  may 
order  the  gates  of  said  turnpike  to  be  opened,  in  accord- 
ance with  said  provisions,  whenever  said  turnpike  shall  be 
out  of  repair. 

Sect.  2.  The  franchise  of  said  corporation,  and  all  the  Franchise,  &c. 
rights  and  privileges  thereof,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  receiv-  iadiment^*' 
ing  of  toll  and  all  other  corporate  property,  shall  be  liable 
to  be  attached  and  sold,  on  any  execution  hereafter  issued, 
in  any  action  for  the  recovery  of  damages,  for  an  injury 
occasioned  by  a  want  of  repair  in  said  road,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  chapter  forty-four  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  3.  The  county  commissioners  may  lay  out  said  Road  laid  out 
road  as  a -public  highway,  at  any  time  they  shall  think  j^^  ^^  highway, 
expedient,  upon  paying  to  said  corporation  for  the  present 
value  of  said  road,  such  sum  as  may  be  awarded  by  three 
referees  to  be  appointed  by  the  court  of  common  pleas,  if 
not  agreed  upon  by  the  parties ;  and  the  said  county  commis- 
sioners are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  their  order  on  the 
county  treasurer  for  the  amount  so  awarded. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  not  take  effect  unless  said  cor- Act  not  to  take 
poration  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  its  passage,  cause  a  ^^^^^>  unless, 
certified  copy  of  the  record  of  its  acceptance  by  said  cor- 
poration, to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  State. 

Sect.  5.     Upon  the  acceptance,  as  above  provided,  of  jf  accepted, 
this  act,  but   not   otherwise,  the    district-attorney  of  the  proceedings 
western  district  shall  discontinue  the  proceedings  in  law  sfo^pped. 
now  pending  against  said  corporation  for  a  forfeiture  of  its 
charter,  but  said  corporation  shall  recover  no  costs.     If,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  said  corporation  shall  fail  to  satisfy  any 
execution  recorded  against  it  for  damages  for  injuries  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  defects  in  the  said  turnpike,  the 
said  district-attorney  shall,  without  further  authority,  imme- 
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tliately  prosecute  said  company  for  a  forfeiture  of  its  char- 
ter, for  tlie  causes  now  existing.  [Appj^ovcd  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  2d,  1854.] 

Chop.  410  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Rotary  Smoothing  Iron  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Samuel  M.  Folsom,  Jerome  B.  Judkins,  Samuel 
G.  Damon,  George  Sennott,  their  associates  and  successors, 
are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Rotary 
Smoothing  Iron  Company,  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  county 
of  Suffolk,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  rotary  and  self- 
Powers, duties,  heating  smoothing  irons ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
^'  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set 

forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     The  said  corportion  may  hold  real  estate  to 
fapitai! '         the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital 
^250,000.        stock   shall   not  exceed  two  hundred  and    fifty  thousand 

dollars. 
No  shares  to        Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  iu  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
der  par!'^  "'^"    tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  actually  paid 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the   shares  which  shall 
first  be  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29, 1854.] 

CAflp.  411  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Washacum  Reservoir  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se?iate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Edward  H.  Eldredge,  Horatio  N.  Bigelow, 
Franklin  Forbes,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  here- 
by made  a  corporation,  by  the  name   of   the  Washacum 

Purpose.  Reservoir  Company,  for  the  purjJose  of  holding,  maintain- 
ing, managing  and  improving,  by  means  of  a  dam  or  dams, 
or  otherwise,  a  reservoir  of  water,  to  comprise  the  Washa- 
cum Ponds,  so  called,  in  the  town  of  Sterling,  and  their 
outlets  and  tributaries,  for  the  better  supply  of  the  mills  on 

Powers, duties,  the  Nashua  River ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth 
in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
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Statutes,  and  to  the  conditions  of  an  act  passed  at  tlie  pres- 
ent session  of  the  legislature,  and  approved  by  the  governor, 
April  15,  1854,  entitled  "An  Act  relating  to  Mill  and  Reser- 
voir Dams." 

Sect.  2.     Said  company,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  may  Real  estate, 
hold  real  estate,  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  capital, ' 
the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  Si'5.ooo. 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     Any  corporation,  established  by  law,  in  this  other  corpora- 
Commonwealth,  and  owning,  or  having  an  interest  in,  any  shalcs!^^^ 
mill  privilege  on  said  Nashua  River,  may,  witli*  the  consent 
of  said  reservoir  company,  purchase  and  hold  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  thereof,  in  such  number  and  of  such  value  as 
said  corporation  may  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  No  shares  to 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  pan^"*^ 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governoi',  April  29,  1854.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade.  Chap.  412 

Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autliority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     James  M.  Beebe,  Silas  Potter,  James  C.  Con- Corporators, 
verse,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade, 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  trade  and  commerce  in  the  Purpose, 
city  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity ;  with  all  the  powers   and  Powers, duties, 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  re-  '^^• 
strictions,  set  forth  in  the  fort3'-fourth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes :  provided,  however,  that  this  act  shall  not  be  Proviso, 
construed  to  authorize  said  corporation  to  traffic  in  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise,  of  any  description. 

SeCt.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Tteai  and  per- 
estate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  p'co.ooo.'^^'^^' 
dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  said 
corporation. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 'l^,  1854.] 
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0/lCip.  4:1  o  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Middlesex  Cordage  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, iti  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.        Sect.  1.     James  Arkerson,  Hiram  Brooks,  Otis  Greene, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the   Middlesex  Cordage  Company,  for 
Purpose.         the  purpose  of  manufacturing  cordage,  in  the  city  of  Cam- 
Powers. duties,  bridge  and  county  of  Middlesex ;  with  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  lia- 
bilities, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chap- 
ters of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
^^^1  estate,         Sect.  2.     The   Said  corporation   may  hold  real  estate, 
capital,  '         necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  the 
^100,000.        amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  stock 

shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
No  shares  to       Sect.  3.     No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
der  pTr!    "^'  tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  gum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


Chap,  414  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Franklin  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authprity  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.         Sect.   1.     William  W.    Gannett,    Benjamin   H.   Currier, 
Henry  Hart,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Franklin  Society, 
Purpose.         for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  introduction  and  exten- 
sion of  new  and  useful  improvements,  inventions,  or  discov- 
eries in  the  arts  and  sciences,  mechanics  and  manufactures, 
by  premiums,  exhibitions,  and  otherwise,  and  for  thq  pur- 
pose of  relieving  distressed  artists  and  mechanicians  and 
Powers, duties, their  families;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  sub- 
ject to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth 
in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Real  estate,         Sect.  2.     Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  estate  to  the 
personal',         amouut  of  twcuty  thousaud  dollars,  and  personal  estate  to 
550,000.  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  appropriated  ex- 

clusively to  the  purposes  aforesaid.     [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  29,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  East  Cambridge   Five    Cents  Savings  Bank.  Chap.  41o 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Frederic  W.  Holland,  Joseph  Whitney,  George  Corporators. 
Stevens,  William  Parmenter,  John  S.  Ladd,  Caleb  Hayden, 
Ephraim  Buttrick,  Lewis  Hall,  Lorenzo  Marrett,  Norman  S. 
Gate,  Charles  B.  Stevens,  Samuel  Slocumb,  Anson  Hooker, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  East  Cambridge  Five  Cents  Sav- 
ino-s  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Cambridge ;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  Powers.duties. 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chap- ' 
ter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit,  sums  Deposits. 

as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  ^7  any  Tms^t^ees ^nay 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor,  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same;  and  the  check,  receipt Mmo^-'^eceipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 
was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said 
minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally 
by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  alter  its 
passage.     ^Approved  by  the  Govertior,  April  29,  1854] 


An  Act  in  relation  to  Female  Convicts.  Chap.  416 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  L     Whenever  any  female  with  a  nursing  infant,  Se^^tence^offo^ 
shall  be  convicted  of  any  offence  punishable  by  imprison-  ^.jth  infants, 
ment  in  the  house  of  correction,  the  judge  before  whom  the 
said  conviction  shall  take  place,  may  sentence  the   said  fe- 
male to  some  poor-house  or  house  of  industry,  in  the  county 
in  which  such  female  may  be  convicted.  _ 

Sect.  2.     Whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  physician  of  Femaies^en- 
any  house  of  correction,  that  any  female  convict  is  m  a  state  fened  to  poor- 
of  preo-nancy,  any  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  may,^°^^^^«- 
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upon  the  application  of  the  officers  of  said  house  of  cor- 
rection, or  of  said  convict,  revise  said  sentence,  so  far  as  to 
order  the  transfer  of  said  convict  to  any  poor-house  or  house 
of  industry  in  the  same  county,  for  such  term  as  he  may 
deem  expedient,  but  not  to   exceed  the  remainder  of  the 
original  sentence. 
Removed  upon      Sect.  3.     Any  judgc  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  may, 
app  ica  ion.      ^pQj^  ^l^g  application  of  the  officers  of  any  house  of  correc- 
tion, cause  any  female  convict  so  sentenced  or  transferred, 
to  be  removed  to  the  house  of  correction  before  the  expira- 
tion of  ^aid  sentence. 
Allowance  for       Sect.  4.     For  the   support  and  custody  of  any  such  fe- 
suppor .  male  convicts,  so  sentenced  or  removed,  there  shall  be  paid 

out  of  the  county  treasury  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  -week, 
to  the  town  in  which  said  sentence  shall  be  executed.  [Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Cy/lCip.  417  An  Act  concerning  the  Time  of  Payment  of  Damages  for  Lands  taken 

for  Railroads. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Part  repeal  of      Sect.  1.     The   sccoud  scctiou  of  the  act  of  May  nine- 
act  of  i8o3.      teenth,  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  being 
chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  of  the  acts  of  that  year, 
entitled,  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts  relating 
to   County   Commissioners,  and   also   in  relation  to    Bail- 
roads,"  is  hereby  repealed. 
Locations  may      Sect.  2.     Any  railroad  corporation,  which,  since  the  pas- 
^e^  wi     rawn,  ^^^^  ^^  ^^.^  ^^^^  ^^^  locatcd  its  railroad  over  any  land,  but 

not  entered  thereon,  and  taken  possession  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  its  railroad,  may,  within  one  year 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  withdraw  said  location,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  filing  with  the  county  commissioners  of 
the  county  where  such  land  lies,  or  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  if  such  land  lies  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion, a  written  description  of  the  part  from  which  it  elects 
to  withdraw  its  location;  but  such  withdrawal  shall  not 
impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person ;  and  an  omission  so 
to  withdraw  any  such  location  shall  be  deemed  an  entry  on 
the  land  so  located  over.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  2d,  1854.] 


I 


1854— Chapters -418,  419.  321 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the   Mechanics'    Brick    Manufacturing  Company^  Chap.  418 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Benjamin  T.  Martin,  Nehemiah  Boynton,  J.  B.  Corporators. 
Prince,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Mechanics'  Brick  Manufac- 
turing Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing;  brick  in 
the  town  of  Chelsea,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  with  all  the  Duties,  Uabiii- 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric-  ^^^' 
tions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2,     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  estate  nee-  Real  estate, 
essary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  not  ex-  capital, ' 
ceeding  in  amount,  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  ^100,000. 
capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  :  provided,  however,  that  ho  shares  in  No  shares  to 
the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  issued,  for  a  ^er  par. 
less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the 
par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \_Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


An  Act  in  relation  to   Prosecutions   for  Fines  enuring  to   the    Use   of  Chap.  419 

Cities. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Cornet  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  city  marshal,  or  other  principal  police  ofifi-  City  officers 
cer  of  any  city  in  the  Commonwealth,  may  prosecute  for  all  "^^ 
fines  and  forfeitures  which  may  enure   to  the  use   of  such 
city,  or  of  the  poor  thereof,  and  may  also  prosecute  for 
trespasses  committed  on  any  public  building  or  enclosure 
within  the  limits  of  such  city. 

Sect.  2.     So  much  of  the  sixty-second  and  sixty-third  inconsistent 
sections  of  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  ^°  ^^^^^ 
is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  re- 
pealed.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29, 1854.] 
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Chap.  420  An  Act  to  incorporate  the    Traders'  Mutual    Fire    Insurance    Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ajid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Corporators.         A.  Eicliardsoii,  E.  W.  Johnson,  Joseph  Nickerson,  their 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
by  the  name  of  the  Traders'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Compa- 
Duration.        ny,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  term  of 
Purpose.         twenty  years,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  dwelling-houses 
and  other  buildings,  and  personal  property,  against  loss  by 
Powers, duties,  fire  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
^'  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 

seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  made  or  to 
be  made,  relating  to  such  corporations.  {Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.  421     An  Act  to  establish  the  Dorchester  and  Milton  Extension  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Robert  M.  Todd,  Edward  King,  Nathaniel  F. 
Safford,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Dorchester  and  Milton 

Duties,  liabiii-  Extcnsion  Railroad  Company,  with  all  the  powers  and  priv- 

ties,  L^c.  ileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restric- 
tions, set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  relating  to  railroad  corporations,  and  in 
all  general  statutes  that  have  been  or  shall  be  hereafter 
passed,-  relating  to  railroad  corporations. 

Location.  Sect.  2.     Said  company  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 

'  powered  to  locate,  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  with 
one  or  more  tracks,  from  some  convenient  point  on  the 
Dorchester  and  Milton  Branch  Railroad,  west  of  the  station 
at  Milton  Lower  Mills,  to  some  convenient  point  of  inter- 
section with  the  Midland  or  the  Boston  and  New  York 
Central  Railroad,  as  the  name  may  be,  thence  crossing  said 
Midland  or  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad,  as 
the  name  may  be,  and  extending  to  some  convenient  point 
of  intersection  with  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad, 
between  the  Readville  and  Monterey  Stations ;  and  the  com- 
pany hereby  incorporated  are  empowered  to  terminate  their 
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railroad  extended  from  the  Dorchester  and  Milton  Branch 
Railroad  at  the  aforesaid  point  of  intersection  with  the 
Midland  or  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad,  as 
the  name  may  be,  or  to  enter  upon,  use  and  pass  over  a  por- 
tion of  the  Midland  or  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central 
Railroad,  as  the  name  may  be,  between  said  point  of  inter- 
section and  the  point  where  said  Midland  or  the  Boston 
and  New  York  Central  Railroad,  as  the  name  may  be, 
crosses  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  law,  and  also  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
portion  of  railroad  connecting  said  Midland  or  the  Boston 
and  New  York  Central  Railroad,  as  the  name  may  be,  with 
the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  and  uniting  therewith 
at  or  near  the  Readville  Station. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  consist  oooshare^s,^ 
of  not  more  than  five  hundred  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars     ' 
each,  the  number  of  which  shall  be  determined,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  directors  thereof. 

Sect.  4.     If  the  location  of  said  railroad,  or  of  some  ^°^^l°^^^^^'^ 
section  thereof  herein  authorized,  be  not  filed  according  to  ^"""^ 
law  within  two  years ;  and  if  said  railroad  or  the   section 
thereof  located,  be  not  completed  within  three  years  from 
the  passage  of  this  act,  so  much  of  this  act  as  relates  to 
the  section  or  sections  not  so  located  and  constructed,  shall 

be  void. 

Sect.  5.     Said  company  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter  May  unite  with 
upon  and  unite  their  railroad,  by  proper  means,  with  the  °  ' 
Dorchester  and  Milton  Branch  Railroad,  and  with  the  Mid- 
land or  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad,  as  the 
name  mav  be,  and  to  use  the   same   agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  law ;  and  also  to  unite   their  railroad  with  the 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad :  provided,  hoivever,  that  Proviso, 
the  consent  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Corpo- 
ration shall  be  first  had  and  obtained  to  the  union  with  their 
railroad,  as  last  named,  which  consent,  when  granted,  shall 
be  irrevocable  on  their  part;  and  the  said  Boston  and  Prov- 
idence Railroad  Corporation  shall  not  at  any  time  be  com- 
pelled to  transport  on  any  part  of  their  railroad,  or  any 
Lpart  of  the  railroad  known  as  the  Dedham  Branch  Railroad, 
any  freight  or  passengers  to  or  from  the  railroad  hereby 
established,  except  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
by  and  between  the  said  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad 
Companv,  and  the  corporation   hereby  established;     and 
provided,  also,  that  in  case  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-  Provided,  also 
road  Company  shall  not  consent  to   said  union  with  their 
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railroad,  the  provisions  of  this  act  in  all  other  respects 
shall  not  be  thereby  impaired  or  aJBtected. 
May  convey  Sect.  6.  The  Dorchcstcr  and  Milton  Extcnsion  Railroad 
rights,  &c.  Company  may  transfer  and  convey  their  rights,  privileges, 
jjroperty  and  franchise,  nnder  this  charter,  to  the  Dorches- 
ter and  Milton  Branch  Railroad  Company,  and  said  corpo- 
ration is  authorized  to  take,  receive  and  hold  the  same, 
whenever  a  major  part  of  the  stockholders  thereof  shall 
elect  so  to  do ;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  Dorchester  and 
Milton  Branch  Railroad  Company  may  increase  their  capital 
stock  by  new  shares  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  upon  such  transfer  and  conveyance,  the 
corporation  herein  created  may  close  up  its  affairs,  and 
upon  payment  of  all  liabilities  against  it,  and  the  division  of 
its  assets,  shall  cease  to  exist;  and  upon  such  transfer  or 
conveyance,  the  Dorchester  and  Milton  Branch  Railroad 
Company  shall  continue  to  have  and  exercise  the  same 
rights  and  privileges  a,s  said  company  now  have  and  exer- 
cise, together  with  the  additional  rights  and  privileges 
•  hereby  granted.  [App7^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  29, 
1854.] 


Chap.  422  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Moody  House  Hotel  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.        Sect.  1.     Jamcs  G.  Moorc,  Horatio  Moore,  Thomas  Gor- 

ham,  their  associates  and   successors,  are  hereby  made  a 

corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Moody 

House  Hotel,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hotel,  in  the 

town  of  "Waltham,  and  maintaining  such  public  house,  and 

the  buildings  and  improvements  connected  therewith ;  and 

Powers,duties,  for  thcsc  purposcs,  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 

^'^-  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities, 

set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  : 

Proviso.  provided,  hoioever,  that  said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on 

the  business  of  hotel-keeping. 

575,000  real        Sect.  2.     The  whole  amount  of  real  and  personal  es- 

and  personal    \qXq,  ov  Capital  stock,  which  Said  corporation  may  hold,  for 

the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  seventy-five  thou- 

No  shares  to  sand  dollars  in  value :  provided,  hoioever,  that  no  shares  in 

be  issued  un-  i\q  capital  stock  of  Said  corporation,  shall  be  issued,  for  a 

er  par.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  amount,  to  bc  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the 

par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued. 
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Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App^^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  tlie  Acts  relative  to  the  Returns  to  be  made  by  C/uf)).  423 
Railroad  Corporations. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representa- 
tives, i?i  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  anthoriiy  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  annual  report  now  by  law  required  to  be  made  by  To  contain  in- 
the  directors  of  the   several  railroad  corporations  within  speTtlne^mort- 
this  Commonwealth  shall,  hereafter,  contain  full  information  gages,  &c. 
upon   the    several  items  herein-after  enumerated,   to    wit : 
amount  of  debts   secured  by  mortgage  of  road,  and  fran- 
chise, or  any  property  of  the  corporation,  per  last  report ; 
mortgage  debt  paid  since  last  report ;  mortgage   debt,  in- 
crease of,  since  last  report;  total  present  amount  of  mort- 
gage debt ;  number  of  mortgages  on  road  and  franchise,  or 
any  property  of  the  corporation.     [Appy^oved  by  the   Gov- 
ertior,  April  29,  1854.] 


An  Act  to    prevent  Incendiarism.  Chop.  424 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Whenever  any  building,  or  other  property  in  Justice  to  sum- 
the  Commonwealth,  shall  be  destroyed  by.  fire,  and  a  com-™°° '*^'"-'" 
plaint  within  ten  days  thereafter,  shall  be  subscribed  and 
sworn  to,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
where  such  fire  shall  happen,  alleging  that  reasonable 
grounds  exist  for  believing  that  said  fire  was  not  accidental 
in  its  origin,  but  was  caused  by  design,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  justice  forthwith  to  issue  his  warrant,  to  some  con- 
stable of  the  town  or  city  where  such  property  was 
destroyed,  requiring  him  to  summon  immediately,  six  good 
and  lawful  men  of  the  county  to  appear  before  said  justice, 
at  the  time  and  place  expressed  in  the  warrant,  to  inquire 
when,  how,  and  by  what  means  said  fire  originated.  And  in 
case  of  the  non-appearance  of  any  person  so  summoned,  the 
constable  shall,  by  order  of  said  justice,  return  some  person 
from  the  bystanders  to  complete  said  number. 

Sect.  2.     When  the  persons  thus   summoned  appear,  or  Jurors  to  be 
the  number  be  made  complete,  the   said  justice   shall  call  ®^°''"- 
over  their  names,  and  then,  in  view  of  the   spot  on  which 
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said  property  was  destroyed,  he  shall  administer  the  follow- 
ing oath : — 

You  solemnly  swear  that  you  will  diligently  inquire,  and 
true  presentment  make,  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth, 
when,  how,  and  by  what  means  the  fire  which  has  here  oc- 
curred, was  caused,  and  you  shall  return  a  true  inquest, 
according  to  your  knowledge  and  such  evidence  as  shall  be 
laid  before  you. 
Witnesses  sub-  Sect.  '3.  The  justicc  may  issue  subpoenas  for  witnesses, 
poenaec.  returnable  forthwith,  at  such  time  and  place  as  he   shall 

therein  direct.  Such  witnesses  shall  be  allowed  the  same 
fees,  and  their  attendance  shall  be  enforced  in  the  same 
manner,  as  if  they  had  been  served  with  a  subpoena  in  be- 
half of  the  Commonwealth,  to  attend  any  court  of  the  same. 
To  be  sworn.  Qect.  4.  An  oath  to  the  following  efiect  shall  be  ad- 
ministered to  such  witnesses  by  said  justice  : — 

You  solemnly  swear,  that  the   evidence  which  you   shall 
give   to   this  inquest,  concerning  the   origin  of  the  fire,  of 
which  inquiry  is   now  to   be   made,  shall  be   the   truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help  you  God. 
Testimony  in        Sect.  5.     The  testimony  of  all  witnesses   examined  be- 
wntmg.  ^^^,^  ^^^  inquest,  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  said  pre- 

siding justice,  or   some   other  person  by  liis  direction,  and 
subscribed  by  the  witnesses. 
Testiniony  and      Sect.  6.     The  jury,  after  hearing  the   testimony  of  the 
b^^fikd.'""^  ^°  witnesses,  and  making  all  needful  inquiry,  shall  draw  up, 
and   deliver  to   said  justice,  their  inquisition  under  their 
hands,  in  which  they  shall   find   and   certify  when,  how,  and 
by  what  means  such  fire  was  caused,  and  said  inquisition  and 
testimony,  thus  subscribed,  shall  be  filed  by  said  justice,  with 
the  clerk  of  the  courts  for   said  county,  within  one  week 
thereafter. 
Expenses,  how      Sect.  7.     The  fccs  of  said  iusticc,  and  the  expenses  of 
said  inquisition,  shall,  m  amount  and  manner  of  payment,  be 
the  same  as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  coroners'  inquests.  . 
[Approved  by  the  Goveriior,  April  29,  1854.] 


paid. 


iylmp.  425  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Electric  Clock  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Ho^ise  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled.,  and,  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Moscs  G.  Farmer,  Edward  Howard,  Jesse  C. 
Eowe,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name   of   the   Boston  Electric  Clock 
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Company,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling 
electric  clocks  and  connecting  the  same  by  telegraphic  lines, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  uniform  time  and  furnishing 
electricity  to  electric  clocks  and  telegraphs;  which  com- 
pany is  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  f^"^^^;''^.,^'''"^- 
to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  m  "  \ 
the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Eevised 

Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The   said  corporation  may  hold   real  estate,  Reau^ute, 
necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  not  capital, ' 
exceeding  in  amount  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole  Sioo,ooo. 
capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  in  amount 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  _  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  cor-  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^n- 
poration  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  der  par. 
actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  first  be  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Gover?ior,  April  29,  1854] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England  Blank  Book  Ruling  and  Paging  Chap.  426 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Charles  C.  Conley,  James  F.  Whittemore,  Corporators. 
Asael  H.  Wildes,  Choate  Burnham,  Joseph  G.  Martin,  J.  A. 
Bullard,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  New  England  Blank  Book 
Ruling  and  Paging  Company,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  machines,  and  machinery  for,  and  of  ruling, 
heading  and  paging  blank  books,  and  purchasing,  holding, 
selling  and  using  patent  rights  for  the  same;  with  all  the  Po^^ers,_d«- 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric- 
tions and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  estate,  not  ex-  ^ll\f^^^^' 
ceeding  in  value  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  personal  estate  personal, 

to  the  "value  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou-  ^250,000. 

sand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  J^^o .  J^^jes^^o 

tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  paid  in  on  der  par. 

each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first 

issued. 
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Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Lliap.  izl  ^u  Act  to  incorporate  the  Seekonk  Water  Power  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     J.   Carter  Brown,    Zachariah  Allen,   William 
Goddard,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Seekonk  Water  Power 
Company,  with  power  to  purchase  and  hold  one   or  more 
dams  across  the  ''  Ten  Mile  River,"  in  the  town  of  Seekonk, 
in  the  county  of  Bristol,  and  to  create  and  maintain  a  water 
power,  to  use  or  sell,  or  lease  to  other  persons  to  use,  for 
Powers, duties,  manufacturing  and  mechanical  purposes ;  with  all  the  pow- 
ers and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions 
and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
?loUo*^*^'         Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold  real 
capital, '         estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
;?ioo,ooo.        -^rhole  capital  stock  shall  not  exceed  one  Imndred  thousand 
dollars. 

bl°  issueT'ui°      ^^^^'  ^*     "^^^  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
der  par.         '  tiou  shall  be  issucd  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 

paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 

be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.      \Ap)proved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


Lihcip.  4-cb       An  Act  to  make  further  Provisions  for  Widows  in  certain  Cases. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Widows  may        When  any  man  shall  die,  having  lawfully  disposed  of  his 

waive  wiil,  /  o  */  i 

estate  by  his  will,  and  leaving  a  widow,  the  widow  may,  at 
any  time  within  six  months  after  the  probate  of  the  will, 
waive  the  provisions  made  for  her  in  the  will ;  and  she  shall, 
in  such  case,  be  entitled  to  such  portion  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  as  she  would  have  been  entitled  to  if  her 
Proviso.  husband  had  died  intestate:  provided,  hoicever,  that   the 

widow  shall  not,  in  any  such  case,  be  entitled  to  receive 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  personal  estate. 
{^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  Cities  and  Towns  to  Appropriate  Money  for  certain  Chap.  429 

Purposes, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  several  cities  and  towns  in  this  Commonwealth  are  May  i^ubiish 
hereby  authorized,  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  ot 
money  as  they  may  deem  proper,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing the  writing  and  publication  of  histories  of  such  cities 
or  towns  respectively.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
29,  1854.] 


An  Act  in    relation   to  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taunton,  and  the  State  Chap.  430 

Prison. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  In  order  to  provide  means  for  completing  and  S94,ooo  scrip 
furnishing  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taunton,  and  making  fur-  "'^^  ^  '^^"®  • 
ther  improvements,  and  purchasing  land  in  connection  with 
the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  the  treasurer  is  hereby 
empowered,  under  direction  of  the  governor,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  council,  to  issue  scrip  or  certificates 
of  debt  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
under  his  signature  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  ninety-four  thousand  dollars,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi- 
annually, on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July,  with  war- 
rants for  interest  attached  thereto,  signed  by  the  treasurer, 
which  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall  be  redeemable  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four, 
and  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  governor  of  the  Corn- 
monwealth,  and  be  deemed  a  pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  redemption  thereof;  and  the 
treasurer  may,  under  the  direction  of  the  governor  and 
council,  dispose  of  any  portion  of  said  scrip,  at  any  price 
not  less  than  its  par  value. 

Sect.  2.     The  treasurer,  under  direction  of  the  governor  Treasurer  may 

.,..,.  f  J.^       •  c  borrow  money. 

and  council,  may  borrow,  m  anticipation  ot  the  issue  ot  any 
of  the  scrip  authorized  as  above,  such  sums  as  may  be  nec- 
essary for  the  purposes  of  this  act :  provided,  that  the  whole 
amount  borrowed  by  authority  hereof,  and  remaining  unpaid, 
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shall  at  no  time  exceed  the  sum  of  ninety-four  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.  431  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Rockland  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Additional  Sect.  1.     The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 

capita .  Rockland  Bank,  in  Roxbury,  are  hereby  authorized   to  in- 

crease their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
Proviso.  directors  may  determine  :  pj'ovided,  however,  that  the  whole 

amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
Remonstrance      Sect.  2.     If  any  of  thc   Stockholders   of    said  bank  re- 
*°*^^^°^"*^°^monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the   said  remonstrance  shall  be  made  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next;  and  if  the   persons  so   objecting  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 
Additional  Sect.  3,     The  additional  stock  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 

''^  u^x^  ^^^j^'^*  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
Certificate  to  Sect.  4.  Bcforc  Said  Corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
the^lea-etary  l^usincss  ou  Said  .additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
of  state.  the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 

under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  thc  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


1854.— Chapters  432,  433.  331 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Atlantic  Telegraph  Company.  G/iap,  432 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Charles    H.    Hudson,   Benaiah    B.    Titcomb,  Corporators. 
Thomas  P.   Pingree,  their   associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Atlantic 
Telegraph  Company ;  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  and  Powers, duties, 
subject  to  all  the  restrictions  and  liabilities  contained  in  '^' 
the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  an 
act  approved  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  entitled  "  An  Act 
concerning  Electric  Telegraph  Companies  and  Electric  Tel- 
egraphing." 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  con-  May  construct 
struct,  maintain  and  use,  lines  of  telegraph  between  the  city  ^^^^^h  °^  *^^^ 
of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  city  of 
Halifax,  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  (the  same  to  be 
extended  through  this  State,)  with  such  branches  as  they 
may  deem  expedient;  subject  however,  to  such  laws,  in 
reference  thereto,  as  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed, 
by  this  State,  or  other  States  or  Provinces,  in  which  any 
part  of  such  telegraph  lines  may  be  constructed. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  shall  be  Capital  stock, 
of  such  an  amount  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  found  to  v?20o,ooo, 

t,  ,  "^     1       .  ^  .in  shares  of 

be  necessary,  lor  the   exclusive  purpose   oi    constructing,  ^50  each, 
maintaining  and  using,  the  lines  of  telegraph  hereby  author- 
ized and  contemplated ;  but  not,  in  any  case,  to  exceed  the 
sum  total  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided 
into  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each ;  and  no  shares  in  the  cap-  no  shares  to 
ital  stock  of  said  corporation,  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  ^®  issued  un- 
sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  m  on  each,  than  the  par 
value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


An  Act  for  the  Annexation  of  Charlestown  to  Boston.  Chcip.  433 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Getieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     All  that  territory  now  comprised  within  the  Annexation, 
limits  of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
seX;  with  all  the  inhabitants  and  estates  therein,  is  hereby 
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Proviso. 


Election  of 
senators,  &c. 


Divided  into 
wards. 


annexed  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  subject  to  the  same  laws  and  municipal 
regulations,  and  entitled  to  the  same  immunities,  in  all  re- 
spects, as  the  said  city  of  Boston :  provided,  hoioever,  that 
the  territory  so  transferred  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing senators  to  the  general  court,  continue  to  be  and  remain 
a  part  of  the  senatorial  district  of  Middlesex,  until  otherwise 
constitutionally  provided ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
representatives  to  the  general  court,  the  said  territory  shall, 
until  otherwise  constitutionally  provided,  be  and  remain  a  dis- 
tinct representative  district,  entitled  to  the  same  number  of 
representatives,  and  subject  to  the  same  duties  and  obliga- 
tions, in  relation  to  the  choice  of  said  representatives,  as 
the  said  territor}',  or  the  inhabitants  thereof,  would  have 
possessed  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed ;  and  provided,  further,  that  so  long  as 
the  territory  so  transferred  shall  remain  a  distinct  sena- 
torial or  representative  district,  as  aforesaid,  the  same,  or 
any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  set  out  or  attached,  by  the 
city  council  of  said  city  of  Boston,  to  any  other  part  of 
said  city  for  the  purpose  of  forming  any  ward  or  wards  of 
said  city;  but  the  same  shall  remain  separate,  and  be 
divided  into  such  ward  or  wards  as  the  said  city  council 
may  determine,  except  as  herein-after  provided. 

Sect.  2.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  issue  their  warrants  for  all  meetings  called  for  the 
election  of  senators  and  representatives  aforesaid,  in  the 
territory  so  transferred,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ward  officers  to 
certify  the  votes  cast  therein  for  senators  and  representa- 
tives, to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  of  Boston, 
who  shall  certify  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are 
now  required  by  law  to  certify  the  votes  cast  in  said  city 
of  Boston  for  senators  and  representatives. 

Sect.  3.  The  city  council  of  said  city  of  Boston  shall, 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  this  act  shall  take  effect,  divide  the 
territory  hereby  transferred  into  two  convenient  wards,  in 
which  the  number  of  legal  voters  shall  be  as  nearly  equal 
as  possible,  and  the  limits  of  which,  as  so  divided,  shall 
remain  fixed  until  the  next  alteration  of  ward  limits  by  the 
said  city  council,  according  to  law ;  and  the  two  additional 
wards  so  established  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  number 
of  councilmen,  school  committee  men,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
assistant  assessors,  ward  officers,  and  all  other  officers  not 
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herein  mentioned,  as  the  other  wards  of  said  city  of  Boston 
are  entitled  to. 

Sect.  4.  The  territory  so  transferred,  and  the  inhabit-  Taxes, 
ants  thereon,  and  their  estates,  shall  be  liable  for  all  taxes 
already  assessed  and  not  paid,  and  also  all  city,  county,  and 
state  taxes,  that  may  be  hereafter  assessed  on  them  by  said 
city  of  Charlestowu,  and  before  this  act  shall  take  effect,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  would  have  been  liable  if  this  act 
had  not  been  passed. 

Sect.  5.     All  the  public  property  of  the  said  city  of  Public  proper- 

•  tv  transferred 

Charlestown  shall  become,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 
the  property  of  the  city  of  Boston;  and  the  city  treasurer 
of  Charlestown  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  said  city  of  Charlestown,  who  for  this  purpose 
shall  continue  to  hold  their  offices  over,  transfer,  deliver, 
pay  over,  and  account  for,  to  the  city  treasurer  of  Boston, 
all  books,  papers,  moneys,  and  other  property  in  his  posses- 
sion as  city  treasurer,  when  this  act  shall  take  eflect ;  and 
the  city  of  Boston  shall,  thereafter,  be  held  liable  for  the 
public  debt  of  Charlestowu ;  and  all  interest  of  the  said 
city  of  Charlestown  in  the  public  property  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex  is  hereby  released  and  acquitted  to  the  said 
county  of  Middlesex ;  and  if,  at  any  time  after  this  act  shall 
take  efiect,  judgment  shall  be  recovered  against  said  county, 
upon  any  debt  existing  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  and 
any  execution  thereon  shall  be  levied  upon  the  property  of 
said  city  of  Charlestown,  or  of  any  inhabitant  thereof,  and 
shall  not  be  reimbursed  to  the  party  paying  the  same  within 
thirty  days  after  such  levy,  with  interest  and  all  necessary 
costs  and  charges,  from  the  county  treasury  of  said  county, 
the  party  so  paying  as  aforesaid  may  sue  out  a  writ  of  scire 
facias  against  said  county  of  Middlesex,  from  the  same 
court  in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered,  to  show  cause 
why  judgment  and  execution  should  not  be  awarded  against 
said  county,  and  the  property  thereof,  for  the  amount  so 
paid  as  aforesaid,  with  interest,  and  all  necessary  costs  and 
charges. 

Sect.  6.  The  volumes  now  in  the  registry  of  deeds  office  Records  of 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  containing  the  records  exclu-  deposited."^ 
sively  relating  to  lands  and  estates  within  the  territory  so 
transferred,  shall  be  deposited  by  the  register  for  said 
county  in  the  registry  of  deeds  office  for  said  county  of 
Sufiblk,  the  same  to  be  there  kept  and  used  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  records  of  said  county  of  Suffolk  are  kept 
and  used. 


334 


1854— Chapter  433. 


Appointment 
of  committee 
provided  for. 


Act  not  to  take  Sect.  7.  TMs  act  shall  not  take  effect  unless  the  inhab- 
e^^ec  ,  un  ess,  j|.jj^j^|.g  ^f  ^j^g  cities  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  respectively, 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  city  affairs,  shall  accept  the  same, 
at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpose  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  each  city,  within  nine  months  after  its  pas- 
sage. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  each  city  aforesaid  to  warn  meetings  for  said  purpose, 
within  the  period  aforesaid,  upon  the  requisition  of  fifty 
qualified  voters  of  their  respective  cities;  and  if,  upon  the 
return  of  the  votes  cast  at  such  meeting,  it  shall  appear 
that  a  majority  of  said  votes  in  the  respective  cities  are  in 
favor  of  the  acceptance  of  this  act,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  each  city,  to  forthwith  certify 
said  returns  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  who 
shall,  if  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  both  said  cities  shall 
have  certified  to  him  in  manner  aforesaid,  immediately  issue 
and  publish  his  certificate,  declaring  this  act  to  have  been 
accepted  according  to  law. 

Sect.  8.  If  the  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  within  six  months  after  the  acceptance  of  this 
act  by  said  cities,  as  herein  provided,  shall  elect  to  apply  to 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  sitting  in  either 
the  county  of  Suffolk  or  of  Middlesex,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  three  disinterested  persons  to  ascertain 
whether  any  thing  should,  in  justice  and  equity,  be  paid  by 
the  city  of  Charlestown  to  the  county  of  Middlesex,  towards 
the  liquidation  of  its  debt,  in  addition  to  the  relinquishment 
of  said  city's  share  of  the  county  property,  then,  on  notice 
being  given  of  the  said  application,  such  committee  shall  be 
appointed,  who  shall  take  an  estimate  of  the  county  prop- 
erty, in  which  due  allowance  shall  be  made  for  any  perma- 
nent expenditure  that  may  have  been  incurred  for  the 
especial  accommodation  of  Charlestown,  and  shall  also  take 
an  account  of  the  county  debts,  and  shall  decide  and  report 
what  sum,  if  any  thing,  should  be  paid  by  either  party  to 
the  other ;  and  the  report  of  said  committee,  when  accepted 
by  said  court,  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive,  and  whatever 
shall  be  found  due,  whether  from  or  to  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, shall  be  paid  to  or  by  the  city  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town thus  united.  But  if  no  such  application  be  made  by 
the  said  county  commissioners  within  said  time,  then  the 
couaty  of  Middlesex  shall  not  be  required  to  make  any 
allowance  for  the  surplus  value  of  the  county  property, 
after  the  payment  of  the  county  debt.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


Shall  take  an 
estimate  of 
county  prop- 
erty. 


And  debts. 


1854.— Chapter  434  >  335 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company.  Chap.  434 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  Asa  Fisk,  Eicliard  Downing,  David  Kimball,  Corporators, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  with 
power  to  construct,  maintain  and  use,  a  railway  or  railways.  Power  to  con- 
with  convenient  single  or  double  tracks,  from  such  point  or  ^'^'^^'^^  ^^^  ^^^' 
points  of  the  town  of  Somerville  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Location, 
selectmen  of  said  town,  with  the  assent  of  said  corporation 
in  writing,  expressed,  and  filed  with  said  selectmen,  and 
upon  and  over  such  of  the  streets  and  highways  of  said, 
town,  as  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  and  determined 
by  said  selectmen,  with  the  written  assent  of  said  corpora- 
tion, filed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  intersection  of  the  same  with 
the  streets  and  highways  with  those  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
town,  and  thence  upon  and  over  such  of  said  streets  as  shall 
be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  and  determined  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  said  city,  and  assented  to  in  writing  by 
said  corporation,  to  Charlestown  Square,  and  from  Charles- 
town  Square,  through  Warren  Avenue,  to  Warren  Bridge, 
and  upon  and  over  said  bridge,  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
thence  upon  and  over  such  of  the  streets  of  said  city,  as 
shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  and  determined  by  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  to  such  point  or  points 
near  Haymarket  Square,  as  shall  be  fixed  and  determined 
by  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  assented  to,  in  writing,  by 
said  corporation ;  and  thence  upon  and  over  Charlestown 
and  Causeway  vStreets,  as  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed 
and  determined  by  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  if  they  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  determine  and  fix  the  same,  and  as- 
sented to  in  writing,  by  said  corporation,  to  Charles  River 
Bridge,  and  over  and  upon  said  bridge,  and  through  Charles 
Street,  in  said  Charlestown,  to  Charlestown  Square,  afore- 
said :  provided,  however,  that  all  tracks  of  said  railroad  Proviso, 
shall  be  laid  at  such  distances  from  the  sidewalks  in  said 
cities,  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  cities,  respective- 
ly, and  the  selectmen  of  said  town  of  Somerville,  shall,  in 
their  orders  fixing  the  routes  of  said  railroad,  determine  to 
be  for  the  public  safety  and  convenience.  And  said  corpo-  i^^tes  of  fare, 
ration  shall  have  power  to  fix,  from  time  to  time,  such  rates 
of  compensation  for  transporting  persons  or  property,  as 
they  may  think  expedient,  not  exceeding  five  cents  for  each 
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passenger;  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions, 
set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Notice  to  abut-  Koticc  to  abutters  on  streets  in  which  it  may  be  proposed 
to  lay  the  tracks  of  said  corporation,  shall  be  given  by  the 
publication,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the 
cities  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  respectively,  of  an  order 
of  notice  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  respective 
cities,  and  the  selectmen  of  Soraerville,  fourteen  days,  at 
least,  prior  to  the  location  of  auy  such  tracks :  provided, 
hoivever,  that  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  opening  for  use,  of  the  tracks  of  said  railroad,  in  any 
street  in  which  the  same  may  be  located,  as  provided  by 
its  charter,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  cities  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  and  the  selectmen  of  Somerville,  respect- 
ively, may,  by  vote  of  the  major  part  thereof,  determine  as 
to  so  much  of  said  track  as  is  located  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  cities  or  town,  that  the  same,  or  any  part 
Location  may  thereof,  be  discontinued ;  and  thereupon,  the  location  shall 
ere\o  e  .  |_^^  deemed  to  be  revoked,  and  the  tracks  of  said  railroad 
shall  forthwith  be  taken  up  and  removed,  in  conformity 
with  such  vote  or  order  of  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  or 
selectmen :  provided,  such  taking  up  and  removal  shall  be 
at  the  expense  of  said  railroad  company. 
Appointment  Sect.  2.  The  govcmor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
commissioners  sent  of  the  council,  shall  appoint  three  commissioners, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  fix  and  determine  the  location  of 
said  railroad  upon  said  Charles  Eiver  Bridge,  and  Warren 
Bridge,  or  upon  lines  running  parallel  thereto,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which-  the  same  shall  be  built  thereon,  or  upon  lines 
running  parallel  thereto,  and  the  construction  of  suitable 
draws  in  said  bridges,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  managed  and  opened  for  the  passage  of  vessels, 
and  the  attendance  upon  the  same ;  and  in  case  tolls  shall 
be  demanded,  for  the  passage  of  persons  or  vehicles  over 
said  bridges,  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  to 
fix  and  determine  the  amount  which  shall  be  paid  by  said 
corporation,  for  such  use  of  such  bridges  respectively;  and 
in  case  the  same  shall  be  assented  to  by  the  corporation, 
the  same  shall  be  binding  upon  the  Commonwealth  and  said 
corporation,  so  long  as  said  bridges  respectively  remain  the 
property  of  the  Commonwealth,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
released,  or  some  part  thereof,  by  the  legislature ;  and  in 
case  said  corporation  shall  not  assent  to  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation as   found   by  said   commissioners,  the   supreme 
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judicial  court,  upon  petition  of  said  commissioners,  or  of 
said  corporation,  and  upon  notice  to  the  other  party,  shall 
appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall,  upon  due  notice  to 
the  parties  interested,  proceed  to  determine  and  fix  the  rate 
of  compensation  or  toll;  and  the  award  of  said  commis- 
sioners, or  a  major  part  of  them,  shall  he  binding  upon  the 
respective  corporations  interested  therein,  until  they  shall 
have  been  revised  or  altered  by  commissioners  so  appointed 
as  aforesaid ;  but  no  such  revision  or  alteration  shall  be 
made  by  such  commissioners,  within  one  year  after  such  de- 
cision and  award  shall  have  been  made.  The  governor  and  Compensation, 
council  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners  in 
this  section  mentioned,  but  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  said 
corporation. 

If  any  other  railroad  corporation  shall  obtain  from  the  ?^'"*°^?'=t^'°i<i 

in  cGrt^iii  c^S6s 

mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  and  also  from 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  governor,  authority  to  lay 
a  track  upon  any  route,  or  street,  or  bridge,  between 
Charlestown  Square,  in  said  Charlestown,  and  Haymarket 
Square,  in  said  Boston,  before  the  like  authority  shall  have 
been  obtained  by  this  corporation,  then  so  much  of  this  act 
as  authorizes  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  lay  a  track 
or  tracks  in  said  street,  or  route,  or  bridge,  shall  become 
void ;  but  this  corporation  may  enter  upon  and  use  the  track  ^Jacks^^  °^^^^ 
or  tracks  obtained  by  such  corporation,  upon  such  route,  or 
street,  or  bridge,  in  such  mode,  and  upon  such  rates  of  com- 
pensation, as  may  be  agreed  upon ;  or  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment, such  mode  or  rates  shall  be  fixed  by  three  commis- 
sioners, to  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  judicial  court. 

Sect.  3.  Either  of  the  cities  of  Boston  or  Charlestown,  cities  or  town 
or  the  town  of  Somerville  may,  at  any  time  during  the  con-  ™l^  ^"^*^  ^^^' 
tinuance  of  the  charter  of  said  corporation,  and  after  the 
expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  opening  of  said  road,  or 
any  part  thereof  for  use,  purchase  that  part  of  the  corpora- 
tion property  of  the  company  which  relates  to,  or  lies  within 
their  limits,  paying  therefor  a  just  proportional  part  of  the 
sum  which  will  reimburse  to  each  person  who  may  then  be 
a  stockholder  therein,  the  par  value  of  his  stock,  together 
with  a  net  profit  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  time 
of  the  transfer  of  the  said  stock  to  him  on  the  books  of 
the  corporation,  deducting  therefrom  the  dividends  received 
by  said  stockholders  thereon,  to  be  ascertained  by  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  judicial  court. 
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Sect.  4.  Said  tracks  or  roads  shall  be  operated  and 
used  by  said  corporation  with  horse-power  only,  and  it  shall 
not  connect  its  track  with  any  other  railroad  on  which  other 
power  is  used.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  cities 
respectively,  shall  have  power,  at  all  times,  to  make  all  such 
regulations,  as  to  the  rate  of  speed  and  mode  of  use  of 
said  tracks,  as  the  public  convenience  and  safety  may  re- 
quire. 

Sect.  5.  Said  corporation  shall  maintain  and  keep  in 
repair,  such  portion  of  the  streets  and  bridges  respectively, 
as  shall  be  occupied  by  their  tracks,  and  shall  be  liable  for 
any  loss  or  injury  that  any  person  may  sustain  by  reason  of 
any  carelessness,  neglect  or  misconduct  of  its  agents  and 
servants,  in  the  management,  construction  or  use  of  said 
tracks,  roads  or  bridges ;  and  in  case  any  recovery  shall  be 
had  against  either  of  said  cities  or  said  town,  by  reason  of 
such  defect  or  want  of  repair,  said  corporation  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  to  said  cities  or  said  town  respectively,  any 
sums  thus  recovered  against  them,  together  with  all  costs 
and  reasonable  expenditures  incurred  by  said  cities  or  said 
town,  or  either  of  them  in  the  defence  of  any  such  suit  or 
suits,  in  which  recovery  shall  be  had ;  and  said  corporation 
shall  not  encumber  any  portion  of  the  streets  or  bridges 
not  occupied  by  said  road  or  tracks. 

Sect.  6.  If  any  person  shall,  wilfully  and  maliciously, 
obstruct  said  corporation  in  the  use  of  said  road  or  tracks, 
or  the  passing  of  the  cars,  or  carriages  of  said  corporation 
thereon,  such  person,  and  all  who  shall  be  aiding  or  abet- 
ting therein,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  may  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Sect.  7.  If  said  corporation,  or  its  agents  or  servants, 
shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  obstruct  any  highway,  or  the 
passing  of  any  carriages  over  the  same,  such  corporation 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sect.  8.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  "be  divided  into 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each.  And  no  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  shall  be  issued,  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to 
be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  first  be  issued. 

Sect.  9.  Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase 
and  hold  such  real  estate  within  said  cities,  or  either  of 
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them,  or  said  town,  as  may  be  convenient  or  necessary  for 
the  purposes  and  management  of  said  road. 

Sect.  10.  The  said  road  shall  be  constructed  and  main-  Grade  and 
tained,  in  such  form  and  manner,  and  upon  such  grade,  and  °^"^^  °*^  ^°^^' 
with  such  gauge  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  cities, 
and  selectmen  of  said  town  respectively,  may,  in  their  votes 
fixing  and  determining  the  routes  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  pre- 
scribe and  direct ;  and  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  said 
railroad  corporation,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  alter  the  grade 
of  any  street  so  occupied  by  it,  such  alteration  may  be  made 
at  the  sole  expense  of  said  corporation,  provided  the  same 
shall  be  assented  to  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said 
cities,  and  the  selectmen  of  said  town  respectively. 

Sect.  11.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pre- Act  not  to  pre- 
vent  the    city  authorities  of  either  of  said  cities,  or  the  tfe^^  &c'!'^  °^^' 
selectmen  of  said  town,  from  entering  upon  and  taking  up 
any  of  the  public  streets  or  bridges  traversed  by  said  rail- 
road, for  the  purpose  for  which  they  may  now  lawfully  take 
up  the  same. 

Sect.  12.  This  act  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Act  void,  un- 
right  to  construct  said  road  in  either  of  said  cities,  or  town,  ^^^' 
unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  city  councils  of 
said  cities,  and  the  selectmen  of  said  town  respectively,  and 
unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  said  corporation,  and 
unless  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock  thereof  shall  be 
paid  in  within  two  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  13.     Said  corporation  shall  be  deemed  a  railroad  i^etums. 
corporation  so  far  as  to  be  subject  to  make   such  annual 
returns  to  the  legislature  as  are,  or  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  but  not  to  the  other  general  provisions  of  law  in  rela- 
tion to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  14.     The  existence  of  said  corporation  is  hereby  Duration, 
limited  to  the  period  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
act :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  legislature  may,  at  any  Proviso, 
time,  repeal  this  act,  or  limit,  restrict  or.  annul,  any  powers 
herein    o;ranted.      [Appj'oved   by   the    Governor,   April  29. 
1854.]  ^ 
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Chap.  485       An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Dorchester  Avenue  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Clieever  Newhall,  Edward  King,  John  J.  May, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion by  the  name  of  the  Dorchester  Avenue  Eailroad  Com- 
pany, with  power  to  construct,  maintain  and  use  a  railway 
or  railways,  with  convenient  single  or  double  tracks,  from  a 
point  near  the  Lower  Mills,  so  called,  in  the  town  of  Dor- 
chester, upon  and  over  the  way  or  street  heretofore  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Dorchester  Turnpike,  or  Turnpike 
Street,  to  the  line  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  thence  upon 
and  over  such  street  in  South  Boston  as  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  may  determine,  upon  and 
over  the  North  Free  Bridge,  and  upon  and  over  Sea  and 
Broad  Streets,  in  the  direction  of  State  Street,  in  said 
Boston,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  fixed  and  determined 
by  vote  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  and  as- 
sented to  in  writing  by  said  railroad  corporation :  provided, 
that  all  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall  be  laid  at  such  distance 
from  the  side  walks  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  town  of  Dor- 
chester as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  and  the 
selectmen  of  said  town,  respectively,  shall  determine  to  be 
for  the  public  safety  and  convenience ;  and  the  written 
assent  of  said  corporation  to  any  vote  of  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  said  city  or  of  the  selectmen  of  the  said  town, 
respectively,  prescribing  from  time  to  time  the  route  of  said 
railroad,  shall  be  filed  with  the  respective  clerks  of  said 
city  and  town,  and  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  locations 
thereof:  and  provided,  that  before  the  location  or  construc- 
tion of  any  track  in  any  street  or  highway,  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  said  city,  and  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  re- 
spectively, shall  give  notice  to  the  abutters  thereon,  by  the 
publication  in  oncor  more  newspapers  published  in  the  said 
city  of  Boston,  and  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  of  an  order 
of  notice  from  said  mayor  and  aldermen  and  selectmen,  re- 
spectively, fourteen  days,  at  least,  prior  to  the  hearing  upon 
the  location  of  any  part  of  such  track,  that  the  said  abutters 
may  show  cause,  if  any  there  be,  why  said  track  should  not 
be  so  located  and  constructed ;  and  the  said  railroad  cor- 
poration shall  have  power  to  fix,  from  time  to  time,  such 
rates  of  compensation  for  transporting  persons  or  property 

Rates  of  fare,   thereon  as  they  may  deem  expedient :  provided,  that  the 
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rates  of  fare  between  any  two  stations  in  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  never  exceed  five  cents  for  each  passage  of  a  person, 
unless  with  the  assent  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said 
city ;  and  the  said  railroad  corporation  shall  be  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  and  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges,  prescribed  by  the  forty-fourth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  tracks  or  railroad  shall  be  operated  Operated  by 
and  used  by  said  corporation,  with  horse-power  only,  and  it  oniy?'^°^'" 
shall  not  connect  its  track  with  any  other  railroad  on  which 
other  power  is  used.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city, 
and  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  respectively,  shall  have 
power  at  all  times,  to  make  all  such  regulations  as  to  the 
rate  of  speed  and  mode  of  use  of  said  tracks,  as  the  public 
convenience  and  safety  may  require. 

Sect.  3.  Said  corporation  shall  maintain  and  keep  in  Repairs,  &c. 
repair,  such  portions  of  the  streets  and  bridges  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  as  shall  be  occupied  by  their  tracks ;  and  they 
shall  also  keep  the  whole  of  the  bed  of  any  road  in  the 
town  of  Dorchester,  which  shall  be  thus  occupied,  in  such 
repair  that  the  public  travel  or  teaming  over  said  Dorches- 
ter Turnpike,  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Dorchester, 
shall  be  well  accommodated  while  said  railroad  corporation 
may  continue  to  occupy  any  part  of  said  turnpike  under  this 
act,  and  the  said  railroad  corporation  shall  be  liable  for  any 
loss  or  injuries  that  any  person  may  sustain,  by  reason  of 
any  carelessness,  neglect  or  misconduct  of  its  agents  or  ser- 
vants, in  the  management,  construction  or  use  of  said  tracks 
or  railroad ;  and  in  case  any  recovery  shall  be  had  against 
the  said  city  or  town,  by  reason  of  such  defect  or  want  of 
repair  in  or  use  of  their  said  tracks  or  roads,  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  liable  to  pay  to  said  city  and  town  respect- 
ively, any  sums  thus  recovered  against  them,  together  with 
all  costs  and  reasonable  expenditures  incurred  by  said  city 
or  town,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  defence  of  any  such  suit 
or  suits  in  which  such  recovery  shall  be  had ;  and  said  cor- 
poration shall  not  encumber  any  portion  of  the  streets  not 
occupied  by  the  said  railroad  or  tracks. 

Sect.  4.  If  any  person  shall,  wilfully  or  maliciously.  Penalty  for  ob- 
obstruct  said  corporation  in  the  use  of  said  road  or  tracks,  ^'^'^^*^^^°S'  '■^''' 
or  the  passing  of  the  cars  or  carriages  of  said  corporation 
thereon,  such  persons,  and  all  who  shall  be  aiding  or  abet- 
ting therein,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  may  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail, 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months.     If  said  corpora- 
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tion,  or  its  agents,  or  servants,  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously 

obstruct  any  highway,  or  the  passing  of  any  carriages  over 

the  same,  said  corporation  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine,  not 

exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

Capital  stock,       Sect.  5.     The  Capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall 

share's  of  ^50  not  cxcccd  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 

each.  be  divided  into  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  and  no  shares 

shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each, 

than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  first  be  issued. 

May  hold  real      Sect.  6.     Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase 

estate  .  •  • 

and  hold  such  real  estate,  within  said  city  or  town,  as  may 
be  necessary  or  convenient  for  the  purposes  and  manage- 
ment of  said  railroad. 
City  or  town  Sect.  7.  Either  the  said  city  of  Boston  or  town  of  Dor- 
may  p  re  ,  (,|-^gg^gp^  jf  ^^  gQ  qIqqi^  may,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
charter  of  said  corporation,  and  after  the  expiration  of  ten 
years  from  the  opening  of  any  part  of  said  railroad  for  use, 
purchase  of  said  corporation,  all  the  franchise,  property, 
rights  and  furniture,  of  said  corporation,  by  paying  to  said 
corporation  therefor,  such  a  sum  as  will  reimburse  to  each 
person  who  may  then  be  a  stockholder  therein,  the  par 
value  of  his  stock,  together  with  a  net  profit  of  ten  per 
cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  said  stock 
to  him  on  the  books  of  the  corporation,  deducting  the  divi- 
dends received  by  said  stockholder  thereon ;  said  city  and 
town  having  the  right  only  to  purchase  that  part  of  the  cor- 
porate property  within  their  own  limits  and  jurisdiction, 
respectively,  and  paying  therefor  a  proportionate  sum  on 
the  basis  above  mentioned,  to  be  ascertained  and  fixed  by 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  judicial 
court. 
Location  may  Sect.  8.  At  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  one  year, 
from  the  opening  for  use  of  the  tracks  of  said  railroad,  in 
any  street  or  road  in  which  the  same  may  be  located,  as 
provided  by  its  charter,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  and  selectmen  of  the  said  town,  respectively,  may,  by 
a  vote  of  the  major  part  thereof,  determine  as  to  so  much 
of  said  track  as  is  located  within  their  respective  limits, 
that  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  be  discontinued ;  and 
thereupon  the  location  shall  be  deemed  to  be  revoked,  and 
the  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall  forthwith  be  taken  up  and 
removed,  in  conformity  with  such  vote  or  order  of  said 
mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen :  provided,  that  sucli  tak- 
ing up  and  removal  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  said  railroad 
corporation. 
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Sect.  9.     The   said  railroad    shall  be  constructed   and  Grade  and 
maintained  in  such  form  and  manner,  and  upon  such  grade  ^^^^^  ° 
and  with  such  gauge,  as  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen  and 
selectmen,  respectively,  may,  in  their  votes,  fixing  and  de- 
termining the  routes  thereof,  prescribe   and  direct;    and 
whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  said  railroad  corporation,  it 
shall  be  necessary  to  alter  the  grade  of  any  street  or  road 
so  occupied  by  it,  such  alteration  shall  be  made  at  the  sole    . 
expense  of  said  corporation :  provided,  the  same  shall  be 
assented  to  by  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  selectmen 
respectively. 

Sect.  10.     The  said  railroad,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  N'ot  to  be  con- 
not  be  constructed  until  the  above  mentioned  street  or  way,  &c.    ^    ^^  ' ' 
heretofore  known  as  the  Dorchester  Turnpike,  shall  have 
been  laid  out  as  a  public  highway,  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  duly  and  according  to 
law. 

Sect.  11.  If,  at  any  time,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  other  corpora- 
the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Boston  called  South  ]^oston,nect  with/""' 
it  shall  become  desirable  to  construct  a  railroad,  by  horse- 
power, from  South  Boston  Point  to  the  junction  of  Broad- 
way and  Turnpike  Street,  or  other  streets,  any  corporation 
chartered  for  that  purpose  shall  have  the  right  to  connect 
with  the  road  herein  chartered,  upon  reasonable  terms ; 
such  terms,  in  case  of  dispute,  to  be  ascertained  and  deter- 
mined by  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
supreme  judicial  court. 

Sect.  12.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pre- ^^^^  ^o^  to  p""^" 
vent  the  authorities  of  said  city  or  town,  respectively,  from  ties,  &c. 
taking  up  any  of  the  public  streets  or  roads  traversed  by 
said  railroad,  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  may  now  law- 
fully take  up  the  same. 

Sect.  13.     This  act  shall  be  void  so  far  as  relates  to  the  ^^^  to  be  void, 

.-,.,  .,  ,.         .,  •  -t      •  •!  unless,  &c. 

right  to  construct  said  road  m  either  said  city  or  said  town, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  city  council  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Dorches- 
ter, and  unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  said  cor- 
poration, and  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock  thereof  paid 
in,  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  14.  The  said  company  shall  be  deemed  a  railroad  Returns, 
corporation  so  far  as  to  be  subject  to  make  such  annual 
returns  to  the  legislature,  as  are,  or  may  be  prescribed  by 
law  in  relation  to  railroad  corporations,  but  not  to  the 
other  general  provisions  of  law,  in  relation  to  railroad 
corporations. 
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Duration.  Sect.  15.     The  existence  of  said  corporation  is  hereby 

limited  to  the  period  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  of  this 

Proviso.  act :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  legislature  may,  at  any 

time,  repeal  this  act,  or  limit,  restrict  or  annul,  any  powers 
herein  granted.  [Approved  hij  the  Governor,  April  2%, 
1854.] 

Lhap.  4oD     An  Act  to  provide  a  mode  of  opening  Central  Bridge,  free  of  Toll. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sum  paid  jiow  Sect.  1.  The  supreme  judicial  court  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  hear  and  determine,  in  equity,  (upon 
the  petition  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  town  of  Dracut, 
or  either  of  them,)  what  sum  the  Central  Bridge  Corpora- 
tion shall  Jje  entitled  to  receive  from  the  city  of  Lowell  and 
the  town  of  Dracut,  or  either  of  them,  in  order  that  the 
bridge  of  said  corporation,  over  Merrimack  River,  in  said 
Lowell,  may  be  opened  free  of  toll ;  and  also,  to  order  and 
decree,  that  upon  the  payment  of  such  sum  to  the  said  cor- 
poration, by  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  town  of  Dracut,  or 
either  of  them,  the  said  bridge  shall  be  opened,  free  of  toll ; 
and  to  make  and  award  all  such  judgments,  orders,  decrees 
and  injunctions,  and  issue  all  such  writs  and  processes,  as 
shall  be  necessary  or  proper,  to  carry  into  full  force  and 
effect  the  powers  and  authority  hereby  given  them. 
Dracut  to  pay  Sect.  2.  The  town  of  Dracut  is  hereby  authorized  to 
par  ex-penses.  ^^^  ^^^j^  proportion  of  the  cxpcnscs  of  opening  Pawtucket 
Bridge  and  Central  Bridge,  over  Merrimack  River,  or  either 
of  them,  free  of  toll,  and  maintaining  the  same,  as  the  said 
town,  at  any  legal  meeting  thereof,  called  for  that  purpose, 
shall  determine,  and  for  that  purpose,  may  assess  a  tax  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  elFect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.  437  An  Act  concerning  Lunatic  State  Paupers,  and  Admission  to  the  State 

Pauper  Establishments. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Lunatics,  Sect.  1.     No  city  or  town  shall  have  a  right  to  send  to 

w  ere  sent.      gi^her  of  the  State  pauper  establishments,  any  lunatic  who, 

by  reason  of  his  insanity,  would  be  dangerous  to  be  at 
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large.  And  if  any  inmate  of  such  establishment  shall  be- 
come such  a  lunatic,  the  inspectors  thereof  may  apply  to 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  quorum,  for  the  county 
in  which  such  institution  is  situated,  who  shall  have  the  same 
power  and  authority  in  all  respects,  in  regard  to  such  appli- 
cation, and  the  commitment  of  such  lunatic  to  either  of  the 
State  lunatic  hospitals,  as  judges  of  probate  now  have  in 
regard  to  lunatics  furiously  mad :  provided,  hoioever,  that  it 
shall  not  be  necessary  to  give  notice  of  such  application  to 
the  officers  of  any  town  or  city ;  and  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting such  pauper  in  such  hospital  shall  be  charged  to  and 
paid  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  Whenever,  by  reason  of  the  several  State  Supportofpau- 
pauper  establishments  being  full,  any  city  or  town  shall  be  ^ases^.^  ^^'^^^^'^ 
unable  to  obtain  admission  for  any  State  pauper,  whom  they 
may  wish  to  send  to  the  same,  such  city  or  town  shall  take 
charge  of  such  pauper  until  notified  by  the  superintendent, 
to  whom  application  for  such  admission  shall  have  been 
made,  that  such  pauper  can  be  received  therein.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintendent  to  give  such  notice, 
from  time  to  time,  by  letters  sent  through  the  mail,  to  such 
towns  and  cities  as  hav^  made  application  for  the  admission 
of  State  paupers,  as  the  means  of  receiving  them  shall  arise  ; 
having  regard,  in  so  doing,  to  the  priority  of  such  applica- 
tions. 

Sect.  3.     The  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con-  Appointment 
sent  of  the  council,  shall  appoint  at  least  one  member  of  °  ^^^pectors. 
each  of  the  several  boards  of  inspectors  of  the  State  pau- 
per establishments  annually. 

Sect.  4.  Upon  the  complaint  of  the  trustees  of  the  sev- Removal  of  lu- 
eral  State  lunatic  hospitals,  the  county  commissioners  of  the  ^^^'^  paupers, 
several  counties,  the  inspectors  of  the  several  State  pauper 
establishments,  or  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  town  or 
city,  for  the  removal  of  any  State  pauper,  under  their  charge, 
who  is  a  lunatic,  justices  of  the  peace  shall  have  the  same 
powers  as  are  given  by  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  forty- 
sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  respect  to  the 
removal  of  paupers  to  any  other  State,  or  to  any  place  be- 
yond sea. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Ap'proved  bjj  the  Governor ,  April  29, 1854.] 
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Chap.  438      An  Act  in  Addition  to  An  Act  relating  to  Joint  Stock  Companies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Annual  certifi-      Sect.  1.     So  mucli  of  tliG  ninth  section  of  the  one  huu- 
bemade!^"^^''' clred  and  thirty-third  chapter  of  the   statutes  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one   as  requires  the 
making  of  the  certificate  therein  named  in  the  month  of 
January  annually,  is  hereby  so  far  modified  that  said  cer- 
tificate may  be  made  at  any  time  in  each  year,  and  said 
certificate  shall  contain  the  statements  in  said  act  required, 
as  to  the  condition  of  said  corporation  on  the  first  day  of 
the  month  then  next  preceding  the  month  in  which  such  cer- 
tificate is  made. 
R^'s^^'not' a^-      Sect.  2.     None  of  the  provisions  of  the  twenty-second 
piicabie.  section  of  the  thirty-eighth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes 

shall  be  applicable  to  corporations  organized  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  {^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.  439         An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Acts  for  the  Relief  of  Poor  Debtors. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Poor  debtors,       Sect.  1.     Any  poor  dcbtor  entitled  to  a  discharge  under 

certain  "cases,  the  provisions  of  the  ninety-eighth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  or  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four, 
shall,  notwithstanding  his  inability  to  pay  the  legal  fees  pre- 
scribed for  him  to  pay  in   said  acts,  receive  his  discharge  : 

ProTiso.  provided,  he  is  able  to  satisfy  the  justices,  before  whom  he 
is  examined  under  oath,  of  his  inability  to  pay  said  fees ;  in 
which  case  the  said  fees  shall  be  chargeable  to  the  county 
within  which  the  discharge  is  granted,  in  like  manner  as  the 
fees  of  justices  in  criminal  cases  are  chargeable. 

Act  amended.  Sect.  2.  The  ninth  section  of  the  154th  chapter  of  the 
acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  is  so  far  amended, 
that  if  the  debtor  shall  pay  or  tender  to  the  plaintiff  or  his 
attorney,  or  lodge  with  the  keeper  of  the  prison  in  which 
said  debtor  is  committed,  the  costs  of  the  scire  facias  men- 
tioned in  said  section,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits 
of  said  act. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 
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An  Act  relating  to  Actions  at  Law.  Chap.  440 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  court  before  wliom  any  action  is  brought,  Filing  of  de- 
may,  at  any  time  during  the  return  term  of  the  writ,  for  ^  ^'^^'^^°°- 
good  cause  shown,  and  upon  suitable  terms,  allow  the  plain- 
tiff to  file  his  declaration ;  and  in  all  cases,  the  declaration 
may  be  filed  upon  the  entry  of  the  action,  unless  an  arrest 
of  the  person  is  made ;  and  no  action  shall  be  discontinued 
when  the  declaration  is  filed  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  and  ninth  sections  of  the  three  hundred  and  twelfth 
chapter  of  the  statutes  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  Railroad  Track  in  the  Town  Chap.  441 
of  Fall  River.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Charles  W.  Morgan,  owner  of  a  certain  wharf  Railroad  track 
in  the  town  of  Fall  Eiver,  known  as  Morgan's  Wharf,  his  '"^  ^^^^  ^^^"• 
successors  and  assigns,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
transportation  of  merchandise  to  and  from  said  wharf,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad 
track,  commencing  upon  said  wharf,  and  from  thence  ex- 
tending, by  a  curved  line,  easterly  and  southerly,  across  a 
public  street  or  highway  known  as  Bowen  or  Davol  Street, 
to,  and  to  connect  with  the  Fall  River  Railroad,  at  a  point 
near  the  range  of  the  southerly  line  of  land  connected  with 
said  wharf,  and  belonging  to  said  Morgan. 

Sect.  2.     A  good  and  sufficient  crossing  at  said  street  or  Crossing  main- 
highway,  for  teams  and  carriages,  shall  be  maintained  by  *^^^^  ' 
the  said  Morgan,  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  arranging  the  same, 
he  shall  be  subject  to   such  rules  and  requirements,  as  by 
the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Fall  River,  may  be   deemed 
reasonable  and  necessary. 

Sect.  3.     The  connection  with  the  Fall  River  Railroad,  May  connect 
shall  be  in  such  manner,  and  upon  such  terms,  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  said  Morgan,  with  the  Fall  River 
Railroad  Company.      \_Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29, 
1854.1 
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Chap.  442  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Nantucket  Cordage  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.         Sect.  1.     E.  W.  Gardner,  W.  C.  Gardner,  J.  B.  Swain, 
Andrew  Whitney,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  here- 
by made  -a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  tlie  Nantucket  Cord- 
Purpose,         age  Company,  for  ■fehe  purpose  of  manufacturing  cordage,  in 
Powers,  privi-  the  town  of  Nantuckct ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
leges,  &c.        ^^^  subject  to   all  the   duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities, 
set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 
Real  and  per-        Sect.  2.     The   said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per- 
Sioo.ooa^*^'    sonal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  amount  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  but  the  real  estate   shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand 
No  shares  to  dollars:  provided,  tho^t  no  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of 
der  par.        "  Said  Corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount, 
to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of   the 
shares  which  shall  first  be  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.  443  An  Act  to  unite  the  Maiden  Gas  Light  Company  and  the  Medford  Gas 

Light  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Companies  Sect.  1.     The  Maiden  Gas  Light  Company  and  the  Med- 

ford Gas  Light  Company  are  hereby  authorized,  at  meetings 
called  for  that  purpose,  and  by  votes  to  which  a  majority  in 
number  and  value  of  the  stockholders  in  each  company  shall 
assent,  to  unite  themselves  as  one  corporation,  under  the 
name  of  the  Maiden  and  Medford  Gas  Light  Company ;  and 
when  such  votes  shall  have  been  passed,  they  shall  there- 
upon become  one  corporation,  with  the  name  aforesaid ;  and 
all  the  franchises,  property,  power  and  privileges,  that  may 
then  be  enjoyed  by  either,  and  all  the  restrictions,  liabilities 
Powers, duties,  and  obligations  that  may  then  belong  to  either,  shall  apper- 
*'^-  tain  to  such  united  corporation,  in  the   same  manner  as  if 

the  same  had  been  contained  in  or  required  by  an  original 
charter. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Gover?ior,  April  29,  1854.] 


1854.— Chapter  444.  349 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Broadway  Railroad  Company.  ChciJ).  444 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     Charles  J.  F.  Allen,    Seth  Adams,    John  P.  Corporators. 
Monks,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Broadway  Railroad  Com- 
pany, with  power  to  construct,  maintain  and  use  a  railway  I'ower  to  con- 

struct  ruilwav 

or  railways,  with  convenient  single  or  double  tracks,  from 
South  Boston  Point,  so  called,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Location. 
Fourth  Street,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  upon  and  over  such 
streets  and  highways  of  said  city,  as  may,  from  time  to 
time,  be  fixed  and  determined,  by  vote  of  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  thereof,  and  assented  to,  in  writing,  by  the  said 
railroad  corporation,  to  a  point  near  the  intersection  of 
Broadway  and  Turnpike  Street,  or  other  street,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  junction  with,  and  entering  upon,  the 
Dorchester  Avenue  Railroad  Company,  in  said  Boston :  • 
provided,  that  all  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall  be  laid  at  Proviso, 
such  distances  from  the  sidewalks,  in  said  city,  as  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  thereof  shall,  in  their  orders  fixing  the  routes 
of  said  railroad,  determine  to  be  for  the  public  safety  and 
convenience:  and jarowc^eo?, /?«'^/ier,  that  the  written  assent 
of  said  railroad  corporation,  to  any  vote  or  votes  of  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  prescribing,  from  time  to 
time,  the  routes  of  said  road,  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of 
said  city,  and  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  locations  thereof: 
and  also  provided,  that,  before  the  location  or  construction  Notice  to  abut- 
of  any  track  in  any  street,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said 
city  shall  give  notice  to  the  abutters  thereon,  by  the  publi- 
cation of  an  order  of  notice  from  said  mayor  and  aldermen, 
in  one  or  more  newspapers,  published  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
fourteen  days,  at  least,  before  the  hearing  upon  the  location 
of  any  such  tracks,  that  said  abutters  may  show  cause,  if 
any  there  be,  why  said  track  should  not  be  so  located  and 
constructed ;  and  the  said  railroad  corporation  shall  have 
power  to  fix,  from  time  to  time,  such  rates  of  compensation 
for  transporting  persons  or  property  thereon,  as  they  may 
think  reasonable  and  expedient ;  and  said  corporation  shall 
be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  prescribed  by  the 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  tracks  or  road  shall  be  operated  and  used  ^p."^*^*^^^^' 
by  said  corporation,  with  horse-power  only,  and  it  shall  not  oniy^ 
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connect  its  track  with  any  other  railroad,  on  which  other 
power  is  used.     The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  shall 
have  power,  at  all  times,  to  make  all  such  regulations  as  to 
the  rate  of  speed,  and  mode  of  use  of  said  tracks,  as  the 
public  convenience  and  safety  may  require. 
Repairs,  &c.         Sect.  3.     Said  corporation  shall  maintain  and  keep  in 
repair,  such  portions  of  the  streets,  respectively,  as   shall 
be  occupied  by  their  tracks,  and  shall  be  liable  for  any  loss 
or  injury  that  any  person  may  sustain,  by  reason  of  any 
carelessness,  neglect  or  misconduct  of  its  agents  or  ser- 
vants, in  the  management,  construction  or  use  of  said  tracks 
or  roads ;  and  in  case  any  recovery  shall  be  had  against 
said  city  by  reason  of  such  defect,  want  of  repair  in,  or  use 
of,  said  tracks  or  roads,  said  corporation  shall  be  liable  to 
pay  to  said  city,  any  sum  thus  recovered  against  it,  together 
with  all  costs  and  reasonable  expenditures  incurred  by  said 
city,  in  the  defence  of  any  such  suit  or  suits,  in  which  such 
recovery  shall  be  had ;  and  said  corporation  shall  not  en- 
«  cumber  any  portion  of  the  streets,  not  occupied  by  the  said 
road  or  tracks. 
Penalty  for  Ob-      Sect.  4.     If  any  pcrson  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously 
mg,  'c.  Q|3g^j,^(,^  gg^j(j  corporation,  in  the  use  of  said  road  or  tracks, 
or  the  passing  of  the  cars  or  carriages  of  said  corporation 
thereon,  such  persons,  and  all  who  shall  be  aiding  or  abet- 
ting therein,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine,  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  may  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail, 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months.     If  said  corpora- 
tion, or  its  agents  or  servants,  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously 
obstruct  any  highway,  or  the  passing  of  any  carriages  over 
the  same,  said  corporation  shall  be  punished,  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 
Capital  stock,       Sect.  5.     The  Capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
in  shares  of    cxcccd  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
§50  each.        iq  \)q  divided  into  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  and  no  shares 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each, 
than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  first  be  issued. 
May  hold  real      Sect.  6.     Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase 
estate.  ^^^^  j^^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^^^  estate,  within  said  city,  as  may  be  neces- 

sary or  convenient  for  the  purposes  and  management  of  said 
road. 
City  may  pur-  Sect.  7.  The  Said  city  of  Boston  may,  at  any  time  dur- 
^^'  ^'  ing  the  continuance  of  the  charter  of  the  said  corporation, 
and  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  opening  of 
any  part  of  said  road  for  use,  purchase,  of  said  corporation, 
all  the  franchise,  property,  rights  and  furniture,  of  said  cor- 
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poration,  by  paying  said  railroad  company  therefor  such  a 
sum  as  "will  reimburse  to  each  person  who  may  then  be  a 
stockholder  therein,  the  par  value  of  his  stock,  together 
with  a  net  profit  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time 
of  the  transfer  of  said  stock  to  him,  on  the  books  of  the 
corporation,  deducting  the  dividends  received  by  said  stock- 
holders thereon. 

Sect.  8.  The  said  road  shall  be  constructed  and  main-  Grade  and 
tained  in  such  form  and  manner,  and  upon  such  grade,  and  ^^^^^  ° 
with  such  gauge,  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city 
may,  in  their  votes,  fixing  and  determining  the  routes  there- 
of, as  aforesaid,  prescribe  and  direct ;  and  whenever,  in  the 
judgment  of  said  railroad  corporation,  it  shall  be  necessary 
to  alter  the  grade  of  any  street  so  occupied  by  it,  such 
alteration  may  be  made  at  the  sole  expense  of  said  corpora- 
tion, provided  the  same  shall  be  assented  to  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  said  city. 

Sect.  9.  At  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  Location  may 
from  the  opening  for  use,  of  the  tracks  of  said  railroad  in 
any  street  in  which  the  same  may  be  located,  as  provided 
by  its  charter,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston 
may,  by  vote  of  the  major  part  thereof,  determine  that  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  may  be  discontinued ;  and  there- 
upon the  location  shall  be  deemed  to  be  revoked,  and  the 
tracks  of  the  said  railroad  shall  forthwith  be  taken  up  and 
removed,  in  conformity  with  such  vote  or  order  of  said 
mayor  and  aldermen,  provided  that  such  taking  up  and  re- 
moval shall  be  at  the  expense  of  said  railroad  corporation. 

Sect.  10.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pre-  Act  not  to  pre- 
vent the  authorities  of  said  city  from  taking  up  any  of  the  l^^J^  g.^^^  °^^' 
public  streets  traversed  by  said  railroads,  for  the  purposes 
for  which  they  may  now  lawfully  take  up  the  same. 

Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Act  to  be  void, 
right  to  construct  said  road  in  said  city,  unless  the  same  ^"^®®®'    ^• 
shall  be  accepted  by  the  city  council  of  said  city,  and  unless 
the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  said  corporation,  and  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock  thereof  be  actually  paid  in 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  12.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  deemed  a  rail-  Returns, 
road  corporation  so  far  as  to  be  subject  to  make  such  annual 
returns  to  the  legislature  as  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  but  not  to  other  general  provisions  of  law  in  relation 
to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  13.     The  existence  of  said  corporation  is  hereby  Duration. 


352  1854.— Chapter  445. 

limited  to  the  period  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
act. 
Rates  of  fare.  Sect.  14.  The  rates  of  fare  upon  the  said  railroad,  be- 
tween any  two  points  in  the  cit}'-  of  Boston,  shall  never 
exceed  five  cents  for  each  passage,  unless  with  the  assent 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  city :  provided,  nev- 
ertheless, that  the  legislature  may  at  any  time  repeal  this 
act,  or  limit,  restrict  or  annul,  any  powers  herein  granted. 
[Appi'oved  hy  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


Chap.  445      An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston    and  Chelsea  Railroad  Company, 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Isaac  Stcbbins,  John  Low,  Bradbury  C.  Bart- 
lett,  John  Rice,  Thomas  Russell,  their  associates  and  suc- 
cessors, are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the 
Boston  and.  Chelsea  Railroad  Company,  with  power  to  con- 
Power  to  con-  struct,  maintain  and  use  a  railway  or  railways  with  convenient 
rai  way.  gi[j^g|g  ^^  doublc  tracks,  between  Boston,  Charlestown  and 
Location.  Chelsea,  upon  the  following  routes,  viz. : — Beginning  upon 
the  Boston  and  Salem  Turnpike,  now  called  Broadway  in 
Chelsea,  at  some  convenient  point  within  one  thousand  feet 
of  the  line  dividing  Chelsea  from  North  Chelsea,  thence  upon 
and  over  said  Broadway  to  Chelsea  Bridge,  thence  upon  and 
over  said  bridge,  or  upon  and'  over  lines  adjoining  either  or 
both  sides  of  said  bridge  as  said  corporation  may  see  fit, 
across  Mystic  River  to  Charlestown,  thence  upon  and  over 
the  extension  of  said  Turnpike,  and  upon  and  over  Turn- 
pike and  Chelsea  Streets  in  Charlestown,  to  Charlestown 
Square  in  said  city,  thence  upon  and  over  said  Square,  to, 
upon  and  over  Warren  Avenue,  leading  therefrom  to  War- 
ren Bridge,  thence  upon  and  over  said  bridge,  across  Charles 
River  and  Causeway  Street,  to  Beverly  Street  in  Boston, 
thence  upon  and  over  Beverly  Street,  to,  over  and  upon 
Charlestown  Street,  to  Haymarket  Square  in  said  Boston, 
thence  from  Haymarket  Square,  upon  and  over  Charlestown 
and  Causeway  Streets  in  Boston,  to  Charles  River  Bridge, 
thence  upon  and  over  said  bridge,  to  Charles  or  Main  Street 
in  Charlestown,  thence  over  and  upon  said  Charles  or  Main 
Street,  in  said  city,  to  Charlestown  Square,  if  the  board  of 
selectmen  of  Chelsea,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  respectively,  shall  fix  and  determine  the 
Rates  of  fare,  same  within  their  respective  limits.     And  said  corporation 
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shall  have  power  to  fix,  from  time  to  time,  sucli  rates  of  com- 
pensation for  transporting  persons  or  property,  as  they  may 
think  expedient,  not  exceeding  five  cents  for  each  passenger, 
and  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes ;  and  provided,  Proviso, 
that  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
opening  for  use,  of  the  tracks  of  said  railroad  "in  any  street 
in  which  the  same  may  be  located,  as  provided  by  its  char- 
ter, the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  cities  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  and  the  selectmen  of  Chelsea,  respectively, 
may,  by  the  vote  of  the  major  part  thereof,  determine  as  to 
so  much  of  said  track  as  is  located  within  the  limits  of  their 
respective  cities  or  town,  that  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
be  discontinued ;  and  thereupon,  the  location  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  revoked,  and  the  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall, 
forthwith,  be  taken  up  and  removed,  in  conformity  with  such 
vote  or  order  of  said  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen : 
provided,  such  taking  up  and  removal  shall  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  said  railroad  company. 

Sect.  2.  The  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con-  Appointment 
sent  of  the  council,  shall  appoint  three  commissioners,  commissfoners. 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  fix  and  determine  the  location  of 
said  railroad  upon  said  Ciiarles  Eiver  Bridge  and  Warren 
Bridge,  or  upon  lines  running  parallel  thereto,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  same  shall  be  built  thereon,  or  upon  lines 
running  parallel  thereto ;  and  the  construction  of  suitable 
draws  in  said  bridges,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  managed  and  opened  for  the  passage  of  vessels, 
and  the  attendance  upon  the  same ;  and  in  case  tolls  shall 
be  demanded  for  the  passage  of  persons  or  vehicles  over 
said  bridges,  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  to 
fix  and  determine  the  amount  which  shall  be  paid  by  said 
corporation  for  such  use  of  such  bridges  respectively;  and 
in  case  the  same  shall  be  assented  to  by  the  corporation, 
the  same  shall  be  binding  upon  the  Commonwealth  and  said 
corporation,  so  long  as  said  bridges  respectively,  remain  the 
property  of  the  Comnimonwealth,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
released,  or  some  part  thereof,  by  the  legislature ;  and  in  . 
case  said  corporation  shall  not  accede  to  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation as  found  by  said  commissioners,  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  upon  petition  of  said  commissioners  or  of 
said  corporation,  and  upon  notice  to  the  other  party,  shall 
appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall,  upon  due  notice  to 
the  parties  interested,  proceed  to  determine  and  fix  the  rate 
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of  compensation  or  toll;  and  the  award  of  said  commis- 
sioners, or  a  major  part  of  them,  shall  be  binding  upon  the 
respective  corporations  interested  therein,  until  they  shall 
have  been  rescinded  or  altered  by  commissioners  so  appoint- 
ed as  aforesaid;  but  no  such  revision  or  alteration  shall  be 
made  by  such  commissioners,  within  one  year  after  such  de- 
Compensation,  cision  and  award  shall  have  been  made.  The  governor  and 
council  shall  "fix  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners  in 
this  section  mentioned,  but  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  said 
corporation. 
Act  void,  in  If  any  other  railroad  corporation  shall  obtain,  from  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  and  also  from 
commissioners  appointed  b}^  the  governor,  authority  to  lay 
a  track  upon  any  route,  or  street,  or  bridge  between  Charles- 
town  Square,  in  said  Charlestown,  and  Ilaymarket  Square, 
in  said  Boston,  before  the  like  authority  shall  have  been 
obtained  by  this  corporation,  then  so  much  of  this  act  as 
authorizes  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  lay  a  track  or 
tracks,  in  said  street,  or  route,  or  bridge,  shall  become  void ; 
but  this  corporation  ma}'  enter  upon  and  use  the  track  or 
May  use  other  tracks  obtained  by  such  corporation,  upon  such  route,  or 
street,  or  bridge,  in  such  mode  and  upon  such  rates  of  com- 
pensation as  may  be  agreed  upon ;  or  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment, such  mode  or  rates  to  be  fixed  by  three  commission- 
ers, to  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  judicial  court. 
No  tracks  laid  Sect.  S.  No  railroad  tracks  shall  be  laid  by  said  corpo- 
cepted.^''  ^'^"  ration  in  Chelsea,  before  the  acceptance  of  this  act  by  the 
board  of  selectmen  thereof,  nor  in  Charlestown,  before  the 
acceptance  of  the  same  by  the  city  council  thereof,  nor  upon 
Chelsea  Bridge,  or  any  structure  attached  thereto,  before  a 
mutual  arrangement  to  that  effect  shall  have  been  made 
with  said  Clielsea  Bridge  Corporation ;  and  such  tracks 
shall  be  constructed  in  such  manner,  and  laid  at  such  dis- 
tances from  the  side-walks,  on  the  streets  through  which  said 
railroad  may  be  located  under  this  act,  as  said  boards  may, 
upon  their  acceptance  of  this  act,  respectively  direct,  so  far 
as  relates  to  said  track  in  their  several  towns  and  cities : 
'N otice  to  ahut- provided,  Jioivever,  that  before  the  location  of  this  road  by 
the  board  of  selectmen  of  Chelsea,  they  shall  give  notice, 
in  some  newspaper  printed  in  said  town,  to  the  abutters 
on  the  streets  through  which  said  railroad  is  proposed  to 
be  located  in  said  town;  fourteen  days,  at  least,  before  the 
hearing ;  and  that  before  the  location  of  this  road  by  the 
board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Charlestown,  they  shall 
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give  a  like  notice  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  said  city,  to 
the  abutters  on  the  streets  through  which  said  railroad  is 
proposed  to  be  located  in  said  city ;  and  that  before  the 
location  of  this  road  by  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  Boston,  they  shall  give  a  like  notice  in  some  newspaper 
printed  in  Boston,  to  the  abutters  on  the  streets  through 
which  said  railroad  is  proposed  to  be  located  in  said  city, 
that  the  abutters  may  respectively  show  cause,  if  any  there 
be,  why  said  location  should  not  be  made  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  written  assent  of  said  corporation  to  any  vote  or  votes 
of  said  selectmen  of  said  town,  or  of  the  board  of  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  either  of  said  cities,  shall  be  filed  with  the 
respective  clerks  of  said  town  or  city. 

Sect.  4.     Said  tracks  or  roads  shall  be  operated  and  used  Operated  by 
by  said  corporation  with  horse-power  only,  and  it  shall  not  oniyr^"^^*^ 
connect  its  track  with  any  other  railroad  on  which  other  ' 
power  is  used.     The   selectmen  of  said  Chelsea,  and  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  cities  respectively,  shall  have 
power  at  all  times,  to  make  such  regulations  as  to  the  rate 
of  speed  and  mode  of  use,  of  so  much  of  said  tracks  as  may 
be  located  within  their  respective  town  or  cities,  as  the 
public  convenience  and  safety  may  require.     If  the  corpora-  Corporation  to 
tion  hereby  authorized  shall  cross  the  Mystic  River  on  lines  l^^cTr'tainta^ses 
adjoining  either  side  of   Chelsea  Bridge,  the  corporation 
hereby  created  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  law 
requiring  the  proprietors  of  said  bridge  to  make  and  main- 
tain draws,  and  to  open  the  same  for  the  passage  of  ves- 
sels, and  they  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  for  neglect 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  law,  in  the  same  way  in 
which  the  proprietors  of  said  bridge  are  now  liable. 

The  corporation  hereby  created,  may,  at  any  time,  pur-  May  purchase 
chase  said  bridge  of  the  proprietors  thereof,  and  also  such  ^^^^s^'  ^'^• 
portion  of  their  turnpike  as  is  within  Chelsea  and  Charles- 
town.  And  said  proprietors  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell 
said  bridge  and  also  such  portion  of  their  turnpike,  at  such 
price  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  with  all  the  rights,  and  sub- 
ject to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities  appertaiuiug  to  said 
proprietors.  And  in  case  of  any  disagreement  between 
said  corporation  and  the  proprietors  of  said  bridge,  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  this  corporation  shall  cross  said 
bridge,  or  as  to  the  compensation  to  be  made  to  said 
proprietors  for  such  crossing,  such  mode  of  crossing  and 
rate  of  compensation  shall  be  fixed  by  three  commis- 
sioners, to  be  appointed  and  paid  as  herein-before  pro- 
vided. 


356  1854.— Chapter  445. 

Liability  for  Sect.  5.     Said  corpoi'atioii  shall  maintain  and  keep  in 

jnjnnes.  repair  such  portions  of  the  streets  in   said  cities  and  town 

as  sliall  bo  occupied  by  their  tracks,  and  shall  be  liable  for 
any  loss  or  injury  that  any  person  may  sustain  by  reason 
of  any  carelessness,  neglect  or  misconduct  of  its  agents  or 
servants,  in  the  management,  construction  or  use  of  said 
tracks,  road  or  bridges ;  and  in  case  any  recovery  shall  be 
had  against  either  of  said  town  or  cities,  or  said  Salem 
Turnpike  and   Chelsea  Bridge   Corporation,  by  reason  of 
such  defect  or  want  of  repair,  said  railroad  corporation 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  said  town,  cities  and  bridge  corpo- 
ration respectively,  any  sums  recovered  against  them,  to- 
gether with  all  costs  and  reasonable  charges  incurred  by 
said  town,  cities  or  bridge  corporation,  or  either  of  them, 
in  the  defence  of  any  such  suit  or  suits  in  which  recovery 
shall  be  had ;  and  shall  not  encumber  any  portion  of  the 
street  or  bridges  not  occupied  by  said  road  or  tracks. 
Penalty  for  ob-      Sect.  6.     If   any  pcrson  shall,  wilfully  and  maliciously, 
structing,    c.  QJ^g^p^g^;  gr^jjj  Corporation  in  the  use  of  said  road  or  tracks, 
or  the  passing  of  the  cars  or  carriages  of  said  corporation 
thereon,  such  person,  and  all  who  shall  be   aiding  or  abet- 
ting therein,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  may  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months.     If  said  corpora- 
tion, or  its  agents  or  servants,  shall,  wilfully  and  malicious- 
ly, obstruct  any  highway,  or  the  passing  of  any  carriage 
over  the  same,  such  corporation  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 
Capit.ii  stock,      Sect.  7.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
iilres'of  «?50  cxcccd  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be   divided  into 
each.       "       shares  of  fifty  dollars  each ;  and  no  share   shall  be  issued, 
for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each, 
than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued. 
May  hold  real      Sect.  8.     Said  Corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase 
estate.  ^^^  |-^qIjJ  g^^^l^  Pgg^l  cstatc  within  said  town  and  cities,  or 

either  of  them,  as  may  be  convenient  and  necessary  for  the 
purposes  and  management  of  said  road. 
Town  or  cities  Sect.  9.  The  town  of  Chelsca  and  the  cities  of  Boston 
may  purchase,  ^^^^  Charlcstown  may,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance 
of  the  charter  of  said  corporation,  and  after  ten  years  from 
the  opening  of  any  part  of  said  road  for  use,  purchase  of 
said  corporation  all  the  franchise,  property,  rights  and  fur- 
niture of  said  corporation,  by  paying  them  therefor  such  a 
sum  as  will  reimburse  to  each  person  who  may  be  then  a 
stockholder  therein,  the  par  value   of  his   stock,  together 
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"witli  a  net  profit  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  time 
of  the  transfer  of  said  stock  to  him  on  the  books  of  the 
corporation,  deducting  the  dividends  received  by  said  stock- 
holder thereon. 

Sect.  10.  The  said  road  shall  be  constructed  and  main- Grade  and 
tained,  in  such  form  and  manner,  and  upon  such  grade,  and  ^^^°^  ° 
with  such  gauge  as  the  selectmen  and  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men of  said  town  and  cities  respectively,  maj^,  in  their  votes 
accepting  this  act,  as  herein  provided,  prescribe  and  direct, 
as  to  so  much  of  said  road  as  may  be  located  in  the  public 
streets  of  their  respective  town  and  cities  as  aforesaid ;  and 
whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  said  railroad  corporation,  it 
shall  be  necessary  to  alter  the  grade  of  any  street  so  occu- 
pied by  it,  such  alteration  may  be  made  at  the  sole  expense 
of  said  corporation :  provided,  the  same  shall  be  assented 
to  by  the  selectmen  and  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  town 
and  cities  respectively,  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  11.     Nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  con- Act  not  to  pre- 
strued  to  prevent  the  town  and  city  authorities  of  either  of  tfe^,&c!^ 
said  town  and  cities,  or  said  bridge  corporation,  from  enter- 
ing upon  and  taking  up  any  of  the  public  streets  or  bridges 
traversed  by  said  railroad,  for  any  purpose  for  which  they 
may  now  lawfully  take  up  the  same. 

Sect.  12.  This  act  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Act  to  be  void, 
the  right  to  construct  said  road  in  the  streets  or  roads  of  ed,  &c.  ^''''^^ 
any  city  or  town,  unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
city  council  of  said  city,  or  the  selectmen  of  said  town 
respectively,  and  unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  said 
company,  and  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock  thereof  paid 
in  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  13.     Said  corporation  shall  be   deemed  a  railroad  ^®*^"'^'^^- 
corporation,  so  far  as  to  make  such  annual  returns  to  the 
legislature  as  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  but  not  to 
the  other  general  provisions  of  law  in  relation  to  railroad 
corporations. 

Sect.  14.     The  existence  of  said  corporation  is  hereby  Duration, 
limited  to  the  period  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  hereof: 
provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  legislature  may,  at  any  time.  Proviso, 
repeal  this  act,  or  limit  and   restrict  the  powers  herein 
granted.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 
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Chaj).  446         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Western  Avenue  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.  Amlierst  A.  Frazar,  George  C.  Crowninslneld, 
J.  C.  Rogers,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Western  Avenue 

Power  to  con- j^aili-oad  Company,  with  poAver  to  construct,  maintain  and 

struct  r3.iiWciv  j.        •/  /  x  / 

'  use  a  railway  or  railways,  with  convenient  single  or  double 
Location.  tracks,  from  such  point  or  points,  near  the  junction  of  Bea- 
con and  Charles  Streets,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  shall  be, 
from  time  to  time,  fixed  and  determined  by  vote  of  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  and  assented  to,  in  writ- 
ing, by  said  company,  and  over  the  roads,  estates,  and 
bridges,  belonging  to,  or  maintained  by,  the  Boston  and 
Roxbury  Mill  Corporation,  in  Boston,  Brookline  and  Brigh- 
ton, as  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  and  determined  by 
said  corporation,  by  vote  of  its  directors,  and  assented  to, 
in  writing,  by  said  railroad  company,  and  upon  and  over 
such  streets,  or  highways,  of  the  town  of  Brighton,  as  shall 
be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  and  determined  by  vote  of  the 
selectmen  of  said  town,  to  a  point  near  the  Cattle  Fair 
Hotel,  and  upon  and  over  such  streets,  or  highways,  in  the 
town  of  Brookline,  on  the  line  of  said  corporation,  as  shall 
be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  and  determined  by  vote  of  the 
selectmen  of  said  town  of  Brookline,  and  assented  to,  in 
writing,  by  said  railroad  company. 
Tolls,  &c.  And  said  railroad  company  shallpay  to  said  Boston  and 

Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  during  the  continuance  of  its  toll 
franchise,  such  compensation  or  tolls,  for  the  right  of  using 
said  roads,  estates  and  bridges  of  said  corporation,  as  may 
be  mutually  agreed  upon ;  or  if  the  said  corporation  and 
said  company  shall  be  unable  to  agree  thereon,  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  upon  the  petition  of  either  party,  and  upon 
notice  to  the  other  party,  shall  appoint  three  commissioners, 
who  shall,  upon  due  notice  to  the  parties  interested,  proceed 
to  determine  and  fix  the  said  rate  of  compensation  or  tolls ; 
and  the  award  of  said  commissioners,  or  a  major  part  of 
them,  shall  be  binding  upon  the  corporation  and  company 
aforesaid  interested,  until  it  shall  have  been  revised  or 
•  altered  by  commissioners  so  appointed  as  aforesaid,  but  no 
such  revision  or  alteration  shall  be  made  by  such  commis- 
sioners within  one  year  after  such  award  shall  have  been 
made. 
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All  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall  be  laid  at  such  distances  Tracks,  how 
from  the  sidewalks  in  said  city  and  towns,  and  over  such 
portions  of  said  roads  and  bridges  of  the  Boston  and  Rox- 
bury  Mill  Corporation,  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  and  the 
selectmen,  of  said  city  and  towns,  and  the  directors  of  said 
corporation  shall,  respectively,  in  their  votes  fixing  the 
routes  of  said  railroad,  determine  to  be  for  the  public  safety 
and  convenience. 

And  notice  to  the  owners  of  lands  and  occupants  of  ten-  Notice  to  abut- 
ements  abutting  on  any  public  road  or  streets  on  which  it 
may  be  proposed  to  lay  the  tracks  of  said  company,  shall  be 
given,  by  publishing  in  one  or  more  newspapers  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  notice  from  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  and  the  selectmen  of  said 
towns,  fourteen  days,  at  least,  prior  to  the  location  of  any 
such  railroad  tracks. 

The  written  assent  of  said  company  to  any  vote  or  votes.  Assent  to  be 
of  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  said  selectmen,  and  said 
directors,  prescribing,  from  time  to  time,  the  routes  of  said 
railroad,  shall  be  filed  with  the  respective  clerks  of  said 
city,  and  towns  and  corporations,  and  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  locations  thereof. 

And  said  railroad  company  shall  have  power  to  fix,  from  Rates  of  fare. 
time  to  time,  such  rates  of  compensation  for  transporting 
persons  or  property,  as  its  officers  may  think  expedient: 
provided,  however,  the  rate  of  fare  upon  said  railroad,  be- 
tween any  two  points  in  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  never 
exceed  five  cents  for  each  passage,  unless  with  the  assent 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city. 

And  said  railroad  company  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  tracks  shall  be  operated  and  used  by  said  Operated  by 
company,  with  horse-power  only,  and  it  shall  not  connect  its  ^"[^^-p"^^"^ 
track  with  any  other  railroad  on  which  other  power  is  used. 

The  mayor  and  aldermen  and  the  selectmen,  of  any  city 
or  town,  over  whose  streets  or  roads  said  tracks  shall  be 
laid  or  maintained,  shall  respectively  have  power,  at  all 
times,  to  make  such  regulations  as  to  the  rate  of  speed,  and 
mode  of  use  of  said  tracks,  over  the  said  streets  or  roads, 
within  their  respective  limits,  as  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience may  require ;  and  shall  also  have  power,  at  any  Location  may 
time  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  opening  for  ®  ^^^'^  ^  ■ 
use  of  the  tracks  of  said  railroad,  in  any  road  or  street  in 


360  1854.— Chapter  446. 

which  the  same  may  be  located  under  this  act,  by  a  vote,  to 
determine  as  to  so  much  of  said  track  as  is  located  on  their 
said  respective  roads  or  streets,  within  the  limits  of  their 
respective  cities  and  towns,  that  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  be  discontinued,  and  thereupon  the  location 
shall  be,  as  to  such  part,  deemed  to  be  revoked,  and  the 
tracks  of  said  railroad  thereon  shall  be  forthwith. taken  up 
and  removed,  in  conformity  with  such  vote,  or  orders  of  said 
Proviso.  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  selectmen :  provided,  however,  that 

such  taking  up  and  removal,  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  said 
railroad  company. 
Roads,  &c.,  to  Sect.  3.  Said  corporation  shall  maintain  and  keep  in 
pair.^^  ^^  ^^'  repair,  such  portion  of  the  streets,  roads,  estates  and 
bridges,  respectively,  as  shall  be  occupied  by  their  tracks, 
and  shall  be  liable  for  any  loss  or  injury  that  any  person 
may  sustain,  by  reason  of  any  carelessness,  neglect  or  mis- 
conduct of  its  agents  and  servants,  in  the  construction,  man- 
agement or  use  of  said  tracks,  roads,  estates  or  bridges ; 
and  in  case  any  recovery  shall  be  had  against  either  of  said 
cities  or  towns,  or  said  Boston  and  Eoxbury  Mill  Corpora- 
tion, by  reason  of  any  defect  or  want  of  repair  thereon,  said 
railroad  company  shall  be  liable  to  pay  to  said  cities,  towns, 
and  Boston  and  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation,  respectively, 
any  sums  recovered  against  either  of  them,  together  with 
all  costs  and  reasonable  expenditures  incurred  by  them,  or 
either  of  them,  in  the  defence  of  any  suit  or  suits,  in  which 
recovery  shall  be  had  for  such  defect  or  want  of  repair,  and 
said  railroad  company  shall  not  encumber  any  portion  of  the 
streets,  roads,  estates  or  bridges,  not  occupied  by  its  said 
railroad  tracks. 
Penalty  for  ob-  Sect.  4.  If  any  pcrson  shall,  wilfully  and  maliciously, 
s  rue  ing,  c'c.  QJ^g^^^^,^  gg^j^j  company  in  the  use  of  said  road  or  tracks,  or 
the  passing  of  the  cars  or  carriages  of  said  company  there- 
on, such  person,  and  all  who  shall  aid  or  abet  therein,  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or 
may  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail,  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months. 

If  said  company,  or  its  agents  or  servants   shall,  wilfully 

and  maliciously,  obstruct  any  highway,  or  the  passing  of  any 

carriages  over  the  same,  said  company  shall  be  punished  by 

a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

Capital  stock,      Sect.  5.     The  capital   stock  of  said  company  shall  not 

fhares  of' gioo  Gxcccd  three  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  shall  be  divided 

each.  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each ;  and  shares  shall 
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not  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  than  one  hundred  dollars, 
actually  paid  in. 

Sect.  6.     Said  company  shall  have  power  to  purchase  M-^y  hold  real 
and  hold  such  real  estate  within  said  city  or  towns  through 
which  said  railroad  passes,  or  either  of  them,  as  may  be 
convenient  or  necessary  for  the  purposes  and  management 
of  said  road. 

Sect.  7.     The  cities  and  towns   on  whose   streets  and  cities  or  towns 
roads  said  railroad  shall  run,  may,  at  any  time  during  the  ^"f  ^"^     ^^' 
continuance  of  the  charter  of  said  company,  and  after  the     . 
expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  opening  of  any  part  of  said 
road  for  use,  purchase   of  said  company  all  the  franchise, 
property,  rights  and   furniture,  of  said  company,  by  paying 
said  company  therefor  such  a  sum  as  will  reimburse,,  to  each 
person  who  may  then  be  a  stockholder  thereon,  the  par 
value  of  his  stock,  together  with  a  net  profit  of  ten  per  cent, 
per  year,  from  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  said  stock  to  him   - 
on  the  books   of  the  corporation,  deducting  the   dividends 
received  by  said  stockholder  thereon. 

Sect.  8.     The  said  road  shall  be  constructed  and  main-  Grade  and 
tained  in  such  form  and  manner,  and  upon   such  grade,  and  '^^^  ^ 
with  such  gauge,  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city, 
and  selectmen  of  said  towns,  and  the  directors  of  the  Bos- 
ton and  Roxbury  Mill   Corporation,    respectively  may,  in 
their  votes  fixing  and  determining  the  routes  thereof,  as 
aforesaid,  prescribe  and  direct ;  and  whenever,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  said  railroad  company,  it  shall  be  necessary  to 
alter  the  grade   of  any  street  or  road  so   occupied  by  it, 
such  alteration  may  be  made  at  the   sole  expense   of  said 
company,  provided  the   same  shall  be  assented  to  by  the        ' 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city,  and  the  selectmen  of  said 
towns,  and  the  directors  of  the  corporation  to  which  each 
street  or  road  may  then  belong. 

Sect.  9.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pre- Act  not  to  pre- 
vent the  city  authorities,  or  town  authorities,  of  any  city  tfes,  &c^ 
or  town,  or  said  Boston  and  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation,  from 
entering  upon  and  taking  up  any  of  their  streets,  roads,  or 
bridges,  traversed  by   said  railroad,  for  any  purpose  for 
which  they  may  now  lawfully  take  up"  the  same. 

Sect.  10.     This  act  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Act  void,  un- 
the  right  to  construct  said  road  in  the  streets  or  roads  of  ^c!  °^^^^^  ^  ' 
any  city  or  town,  unless  the  same  shall  be   accepted  by  the 
city  council  of   said  city,  or  the   selectmen  of  said  town, 
respectively,  and  unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  said 
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Returns. 


Duration. 
Proviso. 


company,  and  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock  thereof,  paid 
in,  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  11.  Said  company  shall  be  deemed  a  railroad  cor- 
poration, so  far  as  to  be  subject  to  make  such  annual 
returns  to  the  legislature,  as  are,  or  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  but  not  to  the  other  general  provisions  of  law,  in  rela- 
tion to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  12.  The  existence  of  said  company  is  hereby 
limited  to  the  period  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
act :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  legislature  may,  at  any 
time,  repeal  this  act,  or  limit,  restrict  or  annul,  any  powers 
herein  granted.  [^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  29, 
1854.] 


Chap.  447  An  Act  concerning  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 


Proceedings 
confirmed. 


Sect.  1.  The  proceedings  of  the  Norfolk  County  Eail- 
road  Company,  the  Midland  Eailroad  Company,  and  the 
Southbridge  and  Blackstone  Railroad  Company,  whereby, 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-three,  they  united  themselves  into  one  corporation, 
under  the  name  of  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Rail- 
road Company,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  of  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  are  hereby  ratified  and 
confirmed :  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  impair 
the  rights  of  any  creditor  of  either  of  the  said  railroad 
companies. 

Sect.  2.  The  time  within  which  the  Boston  and  New 
York  Central  Railroad  Company  may  construct  that  portion 
of  their  railroad  which  was  originally  incorporated  as  the 
Midland  Railroad  Company,  is  hereby  extended  one  year 
from  the  time  now  allowed  by  law. 

Sect.  3.  The  time  within  which  the  Boston  and  New 
York  Central  Railroad  Company  may  construct  that  portion 
of  their  railroad  which  was  originally  incorporated  as  the 
Southbridge  and  Blackstone  Railroad  Company,  is  hereby 
extended  one  year  from  the  time  now  allowed  by  law. 
Owners  of  land  Sect.  4.  Where  Said  railroad  corporations,  or  either  of 
allowed,  &c.  them,  havc,  by  their  location,  or  otherwise,  legally  taken 
land  or  materials,  for  the  purpose  of  making  or  securing 
their  railroad,  the  owners  shall  have  one  year  from  the  pas- 


Proviso. 


Time  for   con- 
struction ex- 
tended. 


Farther  exten 
siun. 
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sao-e  of  tliis  act,  wlierein  to  pursue  tlie  remedies  provided 
in^the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  notwith- 
standing that  the  period  limited  in  said  statute  may  have 

previously  expired.  ^        ,.  t     r.       •+„ 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  revise  the  Charter  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Chap.  448 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Boston,  for  all  Corpo/^ate 
the  purposes  for  which  towns  and  cities  are,  by  law,  incor- 
porated in  this  Commonwealth,  shall  continue  to  be  one 
body  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  under  the  style  and  de- 
nomination of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  as  such,  shall  have 
exercise  and  enjoy,  all  the  rights,  immunities,  powers  and 
privileges,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  obliga- 
tions now  incumbent  upon,  and  appertaining  to,  said  city,  as 
a  municipal  corporation.  ,.  -,  r,-. 

Sect  2.  The  administration  of  all  the  fiscal,  prudentia  c.ty^govem- 
and  municipal  concerns  of  said  city,  with  thc^  conduct  and 
government  thereof,  shall  be  vested  in  one  principal  o&cer, 
to  be  styled  the  mayor,  one  council  of  twelve  persons,  to  be 
called  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  one  conned  of  lorty- 
eio-ht  persons,  to  be  called  the  common  council,  which  boards, 
iiAheir  ioint  capacity,  shall  be  denominated  the  city  coun- 
cil; and  also  in  such  other  boards  of  of&cers  as  are  herein- 

^^^ECT^'fli  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  council,  and  J^™!^^^^ 
they  are  empowered,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty,  and  whenever  thereafterwards  they  may 
deem  it  expedient,  not  oftener  than  once  in  ten  years,  to 
cause  a  new  division  of  the  city  to  be  made  into  twelve 
wards  in  such  manner  as  to  include  an  equal  number  ot 
voters  in  each  ward,  as  nearly  as  conveniently  may  be,  con- 
sistently with  well-defined  limits  to  each  ward;  and  until 
such  division  be  made,  the  boundary  lines  of  the  wards  shall 
remain  as  now  established.  ,       ,     ^-      .       i     ^.t 

■         Sect.  4.     The  annual  meeting  of  citizens  for  the  election  A--i^n.eet- 
of  municipal  officers,  herein-after  mentioned,  shall  be  held  tion  of  city  offi- 
on  the   second  Monday  of  December,  and  the  citizens  ofce-. 
said  city,  qualified  to  vote  in  city  affairs,  shall,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  such  election,  then  me,et  together  withm  the  wards 
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in  whicli  they  respectively  reside,  at  such  hour  and  place  as 
the  board  of  aldermen  may,  by  their  warrant,  direct  and 
appoint;  and  the  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of 
votes  for  any  office,  shall  be   deemed  and  declared  to  be 
elected  to  such  office ;  and  "whenever  two  or  more  persons 
are  to  be  elected  to  the  same  office,  the  several  persons,  to 
the  number  required  to  be  chosen,  having  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes,  shall  be  declared  elected. 
Certificates  of       Sect.  5.     Every  person  so    chosen   in  any  ward,  shall, 
fujnisiied°    ^  withiu  fortj'-eight  hours  of  his  election,  be  furnished  by  the 
clerk  with  a  certificate  thereof,  signed  by  the  warden,  clerk, 
and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors,  which  certificate  shall  be 
presumptive   evidence  of  the  title   of  such  person  to   the 
office  therein  mentioned. 
Commence-         Sect.  6.     The  municipal  officers  to  be  chosen  at  the  an- 
dpai*  yea™^'^^"  nual  election,  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective 

offices  on  the  first  Monday  of  January. 
Election  of  Sect.  7.     The  qualified  voters  of  said  city  shall,  at  the 

war  0  cers.    g^^^^^^^^  meeting,  choose,  by  ballot,  one  warden  and  one  clerk, 
and  five  inspectors  of  elections  for  each  ward,  who  shall  be 
resident  in  said  ward,  and  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
one  year,  and  until  others  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  in 
their  stead. 
Ward  officers       Sect.  8.     The  ward  officers  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
to  be  sworn.     gg^^^JQ^^  gl^rj^jl  respectively  make  oath  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially, to  discharge  their  several  duties,  which  oath  may  be 
administered  by  the  clerk  of  suqh  ward  to  the  warden,  and 
by  the  latter  to  the  clerk  and  inspectors,  or  to  all  of  said 
officers,  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk ;  and  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  record 
to  be  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  ward, 
jvon-eiectiou        Sect.  9.     In  casc  of  the  non-election  of  any  ward  officer 
of  ward  officers  ^^  the  annual  meeting,  adjournments  maybe  had  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  such  election,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
herein-after  provided  with  regard  to  election  of  members  of 
the  common  council. 
Absence  of  Sect.  10.     In  casc  of  the  absence  of  any  ward  officer  at 

ward  officers.    ^^^  ward  meeting,  such  officer  may  be  chosen  pro  tempore, 
by  hand  vote,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers,  and  be  subject 
to  all  the  duties  of  the  regular  officer,  at  such  meeting. 
Power  and  Sect.  11.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  warden  to  preside 

duty  of  warden  ^^  ^^y  ward  meetings,  with  the  powers  of  moderators  of  town 
meetings.  In  case  of  his  absence,  the  clerk,  and  in  case  of 
the  absence  of  the  clerk,  any  inspector,  shall  preside,  ac- 
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cording  to  seniority,  until  a  warden  shall  be  chosen,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  preceding  section. 

Sect.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  make  a  Duties  of  ward 
fair  and  true  record,  and  to  keep  an  exact  journal  of  all  the 
acts  and  votes  of  citizens  at  the  ward  meetings,  and  to  de- 
liver over  such  records  and  journals,  together  with  other 
documents  and  papers  held  by  him  in  his  said  capacity,  to 
his  successor  in  office. 

Sect.  13.-   It  shall  be  the   duty  of  the  warden  and  in- Jj^^t^^;^,°^ -^^^^ 
spectors  of  each  ward  to  receive,  sort  and  count,  and  of  the  tors. 
warden  to  declare,  all  votes  at  any  election  within  such 

ward.  ,        T^    •      f      J 

Sect.  14.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  ward  officers,  author-  D^t.^es  of  ward 
ized  to  preside  and  act  at  elections  of  city  officers,  to  attend  elections, 
and  perform  their  respective  duties  at  the  times  and  places 
appointed  for  elections  of  any  officers,  whether  of  the  United 
States,  state,  city,  or  wards,  and  to  make  and  sign  the  regu- 
lar returns  of  the  same.  . 

Sect.  15.     The  qualified  voters  of  said  city  shall,  at  the  Eiechon  of 
annual  meeting,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for  one 
able  and  discreet  person,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  city,  to 
be  mayor  of  said  city  for  the  term  of  one  year.     All  the 
ballots,  so  given  in  in  each  ward,  being  sorted,  counted  and 
declared,  shall  be  recorded  at  large  by  the  clerk,  in  open 
ward  meeting ;  and  in  making  such  declaration  and  record, 
the  whole  number  of  votes  or  ballots  given  in  shall  be  dis- 
tinctly stated,  together  with  the  name  of  every  person  voted 
for,  and  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  person  respect- 
ively ;  such  numbers  to  be  expressed  in  words  at  length, 
and  a  transcript  of  such  record,  certified  and  authenticated 
by  the  warden,  clerk,  and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors  of 
elections,  for  each  ward,  shall  forthwith  be  transmitted  or 
delivered  by  such  ward  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the  city.     It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  forthwith  to   enter  such 
returns,  or  a  plain  and  intelligible  abstract  of  them,  as  they 
are  successively  received,  upon  the  journal  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  of  aldermen,  or   some   other  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

Sect.  16.     The  board  of  aMermen  shall,  as  soon  as  con- Board  of  aHer- 
veniently  may  be,  within  three  days  of  such  election,  meet  ij,e  returns  of 
together  and  examine   all  the   said  returns,  and  they  shalb'otes  for  mayor 
cause  the  person  who  may  have  been  elected  mayor  to  be 
notified,  in  writing,  of  his  election ;  but  if   it  shall  appear 
by  said  returns  that  no  person  has  been  elected,  or  if  the 
person  elected  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  office,  the  board 
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shall  issue  their  warrants  for  a  new  election,  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  provided  in  the  preceding 
section  for  the  choice  of  a  mayor,  and  repeated,  from  time 
to  time,  until  a  mayor  shall  be  chosen. 
Proceedings  in  Sect.  17.  Whenever,  on  examination  by  the  board  of 
choice  ^j°f  aldermen  of  the  returns  of  votes  given  for  mayor,  at  the 
mayor  before  meetings  of  the  wards  holden  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
111^111  of  the  that  officer,  last  preceding  the  first  Monday  of  January  in 
™^'^i"P^i  y®^' each  year,  no  person  shall  appear  to  be  chosen,  the  board 
of  aldermen,  by  whom  such  examination  is  made,  shall  make 
a  record  of  that  fact,  an  attested  copy  of  which  record  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  to  produce  and  read,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January,  in  the  presence  of  the  mem- 
bers returned  to  serve  as  aldermen  and  common  councilmen ; 
and  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  may  be  administered  to  the 
members  elect.  The  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  elect  a  chairman,  and  the  com- 
mon council  a  president,  in  their  respective  chambers ;  and 
being  respectively  organized,  they  shall  proceed  to  business 
in  the  manner  herein-after  provided,  in  case  of  the  absence 
of  the  mayor ;  and  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  forthwith 
issue  their  warrants  for  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  the  re- 
spective wards,  for  the  choice  of  a  mayor,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient;  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had,  in  all  respects,  as  are  herein-bcfore 
directed,  and  shall  be  repeated,  from  time  to  time,  until  a 
mayor  shall  be  duly  chosen. 
Proceedings  in  Sect.  18.  Whenever  it  shall  appear,  by  the  regular  re- 
iTchore  ^0^1  turns  of  the  elections  of  city  officers,  that  a  mayor  has  not 
faiiboardofai- been  clioscn,  or  that  a  full  board  of  aldermen  has  not  been 
efecte^d.  ^^  ^°*  elected,  such  of  the  l)oard  of  aldermen,  whether  they  con- 
stitute a  quorum  or  not,  as  may  have  been  chosen,  shall 
issue  their  warrant  in  the  usual  form,  for  the  election  of  a 
mayor,  or  such  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  and 
repeated,  until  the  election  of  a  mayor  and  aldermen  shall 
be  completed,  and  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  the  said 
board ;  and  in  case  neither  a  mayor  nor  any  alderman  shall 
be  elected  at  the  usual  time  for  electing  the  same,  and  after 
the  powers  of  the  former  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  have 
ceased,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  the  common 
council  to  issue  his  warrant  in  the  same  manner  as  the  board 
of  aldermen  would  have  done,  if  elected,  and  the  same  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  and  repeated,  until  a  mayor  or  one  or 
more  aldermen  shall  be  elected. 
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Sect.  19.     The  qualified  voters  of  said  city  shall,  at  the  Election  of  ai- 
annual  meeting,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for 
twelve  persons,  being  inhabitants  of  said  city,  to  constitute 
the  board  of  aldermen  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  all  the 
votes  so  given,  being   sorted,  counted  and  declared,  by  the 
warden  and  inspectors,  shall  be  recorded  at  large  by  the 
clerk,  in  open  ward  meeting;  and  in  making  such  declara- 
tion and  record,  the  whole  number  of  votes  or  ballots  given 
in  shall  be  particularly  stated,  together  with  the  name  of 
every  person  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
each  person ;  and  a  transcript  of  such  record,  certified  by 
the  warden  and  clerk,  and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors  of 
each  ward,  shall  forthwith  be  transmitted  to  the  city  clerk ; 
whereupon  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had,  to  ascertain 
and  determine  the  persons  chosen  as  aldermen,  as  are  herein- 
before directed  in  regard  to  the  choice  of  mayor,  and  for 
a  new  election,  in  case  of  the  whole  number  required  not 
being  chosen  at  the  first  election.     And  each  alderman  so 
chosen,  shall  be  duly  notified,  in  writing,  of  his  election,  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being. 

Sect.  20.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  ward  shall,  at  Eiect,on  of  ^^ 
the  annual  election,  be  called  upon  to  give  m  their  votes  for  ciimen. 
four  able  and  discreet  men,  being  inhabitants  of  the  ward, 
to  be  members  of  the  common  council  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
and  all  the  ballots  so  given  in  in  each  ward,  being  sorted, 
counted  and  declared,  a  public  declaration  of  the  result 
shall  be  made  by  the  warden  in  open  ward  meeting ;  and  a 
record  of  such  proceedings  shall  be  kept  by  the  clerk  in 
his  journal,  stating  particularly  the  whole  number  of  ballots 
given  in,  the  number  necessary  to  make  a  choice,  the  number 
actually  given  for  each  person,  the  whole  to  be  written  in 
words  at  length. 

Sect.  21.     In  case  four  persons  are  not  chosen  at  the  j;'°J=^^^J;^?^^^'^ 
first  balloting  in  any  ward,  the  meeting  of  such  ward  shall  choice  of  com- 
be adjourned  by  the  presiding  officer,  for  the  purpose  of™on    council- 
filling  such  vacancies,  to  a  period  not  less  than  twenty-four 
nor  more  than  seventy-two  hours  distant  from  the  hour  when 
the  polls  were  opened  at  the  first  balloting ;  the  time   of 
adjournment,  within  such  limits,  to  be   determined  by  the 
warden,  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  inspectors 
who  may  be  present  when  such  adjournment  is  had ;  and 
such  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  time   of  such  adjournment, 
and  the  time  the  polls  will  be  kept  open,  as  the  warden  may 
direct ;  and  at  such  adjourned  meeting  a  balloting  shall  be 
opened  for  a  number  of  common  councilmen  suflacient  to 
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Same  subject. 


Same  subject. 


Board  of  alder- 
men, &c.,  to 
jud^e  of  elec- 
tions. 


Vacancies  in 
city  or  ward 
offices. 


Removal  of 
city  or  ward 
officers  from 
their  wards. 


complete  the  number  of  four,  which  shall  be  conducted  and 
its  result  be  declared  and  recorded,  in  the  same  manner  as 
before  prescribed  for  the  first  balloting. 

Sect.  22.  In  case  there  shall  still  be  vacancies  in  the 
number  of  common  councilm'en  in  any  ward,  adjournments 
of  the  meetings  of  the  citizens  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  game,  shall  continue  to  be  had  in  the  same  man- 
ner, to  periods  not  less  than  twenty-four  nor  more  than 
seventy-two  hours  distant  from  each  other,  at  all  of  which 
the  balloting  shall  be  conducted,  and  the  result  be  declared 
and  recorded,  in  the  same  manner  as  before  prescribed, 
until  the  number  of  four  shall  be  duly  chosen.  And  at  all 
such  adjournments,  the  polls  shall  be  kept  open  the  same 
number  of  hours  as  were  required  by  the  original  warrant. 

Sect.  23.  If  at  the  close  of  the  last  legally  adjourned 
meeting  of  any  ward  as  aforesaid,  preceding  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January,  there  shall  still  be  vacancies  in  the  number 
of  common  councilmen  for  any  ward,  no  further  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  had ;  but  a  record  of  the  fact,  and  of  the 
number  of  such  vacancies,  shall  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the 
ward  in  his  journal,  signed  therein  by  the  warden,  clerk, 
and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors,  an  attested  copy  of  which 
record  shall  forthwith  be  delivered  by  the  clerk  of  the 
ward  to  the  city  clerk,  who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the 
common  council  at  their  first  meeting  in  January. 

Sect.  24.  The  board  of  aldermen,  the  common  council, 
and  the  school  committee,  shall  have  authority  to  decide 
upon  all  questions  relative  to  the  qualifications,  elections 
and  returns,  of  their  respective  members. 

Sect.  25.  "Whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  board  of 
aldermen,  that  there  is  a  vacancy,  by  removal  from  the  city, 
or  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  in  the  board  of  alder- 
men, the  common  council,  the  school  committee,  or  in  any  of 
the  city  and  ward  offices,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board 
to  issue  their  warrant  in  due  form,  to  fill  all  such  vacancies 
in  each  and  all  of  said  boards  and  offices,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  may  deem  advisable ;  and  the  same  proceed- 
ings shall  be  had,  and  adjournments  if  necessary,  within  the 
same  limits  as  are  herein  prescribed  for  the  annual  meeting 
for  the  election  of  common  councilmen.  But  in  case  of  va- 
cancies in  the  common  council  and  school  committee,  such 
warrant  shall  not  be  issued  until  the  board  of  aldermen 
receive  official  information  thereof 

Sect.  26.  All  city  and  ward  officers  shall  be  held  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  offices  to  which  they  have  been 
respectively  elected,  notwithstanding  their  removal  after 
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their  election  out  of  tlieir  respective  wards  into  any  other 
wards  of  the  city;  but  they  shall  not  be  so  held  after  they 
take  up  their  permanent  residence  out  of  the  city.  organization 

Sect.  27.     The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council-  o^^fj:™^!. 
men,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  or  before  entering  on 
the  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  respectively  be  sworn  by 
takino-  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  oath  of  office  prescribed 
in  the  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  an  oath  to 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.     And  such 
oaths  may  be  administered  to  the  mayor  elect  by  any  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  or  any  judge 
of  any  court  of  record  commissioned  to  hold  any  such  court 
within  the  said  city,  or  by  any  justice  of  the  peace_  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.     And  such  oaths   shall  be  administered  OaU.  of  office, 
to  the  aldermen  and  members  of  the  common  council  by  the 
mayor,  being  himself  first  sworn  as  aforesaid,  or  by  either 
of  the  persons  authorized  to   administer   said  oath  to  the 
mayor;  and  a  certificate  of  such  oaths  having  been  taken 
shall  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  mayor  and  aldernien 
and  of  the  common  council,  respectively,  by  their  respective 

clerks 

Sect.  28.  In  case  of  the  unavoidable  absence  on  account  Ab--e  °f, 
of  sickness,  or  otherwise,  of  the  mayor  elect,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  the  city  government  shall  organize  it- 
self in  the  mode  herein-before  provided  in  cases  wherein  no 
person  shall  have  been  elected  mayor  at  the  meeting  ast 
preceding  the  first  Monday  in  January,  and  may  proceed  to 
Imsiness  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  mayor  were  present. 

Sect.  29.     After  the  organization  of  the  city  government  Aidevmeu^^to 
and  the  qualification  of  a  mayor,  and  when  a  quorum  ot  the  ^anent  chair- 
l)oard  of  aldermen  shall  be  present,  said  board,  the  mayor  man. 
presidino-,  shall  proceed  to   choose  a  permanent  chairman, 
who  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board  and  at  con- 
ventions of  the  two  branches  in  the  absence  of  the  mayor; 
and  in  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the   office  of  mayor  for  any 
cause,  he  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the 
duties  of  the  office  as  long  as  such  vacancy  shall  continue. 
But  he  shall  continue  to  have  a  vote  in  the  board,  and  shall 
not  have  the  veto  power.  .,   •    ^.      ,   , 

Sect.  30.  The  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council,  m  City  clerk, 
convention,  in  the  month  of  January,  shall  choose  a  clerk 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  until  another  person  is  duly 
chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall  be 
removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  the 

47 
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mayor  thereto  consenting.  He  shall  be  denominated  the 
city  clerk,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  a  journal  of  the 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  to  sign  all 
warrants  issued  by  them,  and  to  do  such  other  acts  in  his 
said  capacity  as  may  lawfully  and  reasonably  be  required  of 
him ;  and  to  deliver  over  all  journals,  books,  papers  and 
documents,  intrusted  to  him  as  such  clerk  to  his  successor 
in  office  immediately  upon  such  successor  being  chosen  and 
qualified  as  aforesaid,  or  whenever  he  may  be  thereunto  re- 
quired by  the  aldermen.  The  city  clerk  thus  chosen  and 
qualified  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers  and  perform 
all  the  duties  now  by  law  belonging  to  him. 
Vacancy  in         Sect.  31.     In  casc  of  a  vacaucy  in  the  office  of  city  clerk 

OtllCG  Ol  CltV 

clerk.  from  any  cause,  the  same  shall  be  filled  in  the  manner  pro- 

vided in  the  preceding  section. 
Ahsence  of  Sect.  32.     In  casc  of  the  temporary  absence  of  the  city 

clerk,  the  mayor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
board  of  aldermen,  may  appoint  a  city  clerk  ipro  tempore. 
dutiesofma  0       ^^^^'  ^3.     The  administration  of  police,  together  with 
and  aldermen,  the  exccutivc  powcrs  of  the  Said  corporation  generally,  and 
all  the  powers  formerly  vested  in  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
of  Boston,   either  by  the  general  laws  of  this   Coumion- 
wealth,  by  particular  laws  relative  to  the  powers  and  duties 
of  said   selectmen,  or  by  the  usages,  votes,  or  by-laws  of 
said  town,  and  all  the  powers  subsequently  vested  in  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  as  county  commissioners 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  in  the  board 
of  aldermen  as  hereby  constituted,  as  fully  and  amply  as  if 
the  same  were  lierein  specially  enumerated.     A  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business.     Their  meetings  shall  be  public, 
and  the  mayor,  if  present,  shall  preside,  but  witliout  a  vote. 
Common  coun-      Sect.  34.     The  pcrsous  so  chosen  and  qualified,  as  mem- 
body.  ^^P^'**^^  bers  of  the  common  council  of  the  said  city,  shall  sit  and 
act  together  as  a  separate  body,  distinct  from  that  of  the 
board  of  aldermen,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the  two 
bodies  are  to  meet  in  convention ;  and  the  said  council  shall 
have  power,  from  time  to  time,  to  choose  one  of  their  own 
President.        members  to  preside  over  their  deliberations,  and  to  preserve 
Clerk.  order  therein,  and  also  to  choose  a  clerk,  who  sliall  be  under 

oath  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office,  who 
shall  hold  such  office  during  the  pleasure  of  said  council, 
and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  said  council  when  the 
same  is  in  session,  to  keep  a  journal  of  its  acts,  votes  and 
proceedings,  and  to  perform  such  other  services   in  said 
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capacity  as  said  council  may  require.     All  sittings  of  the  sittings  to  be 

common  council  shall  be  public;  and  twenty-hve  members 

shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busmess.      Q-°--- 

Sect.  35.     All  ither  powers  heretofore  by  law  vested  in  p-- of  c.ty 
the  town  of  Boston,  or  in  the  inhabitants  thereof  as  a  mu- 
nicipal corporation,  or  in  the  city  council  of   the  city    ot 
Boston,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  continued  to  be  vested  m  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council  of  the  said  city,  to  be 
exercised  by  concurrent  vote,  each  board  as  hereby  consti- 
tuted, having  a  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  o* her, 
and  the  mavor  having  a  veto  power,  as  herem-after  provided. 
Alore  especially  they  shall  have  power  to   make  aU  such  B)-ia.s. 
needful  and  salutary  by-laws  or  ordinances,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  towns  by  the  laws 
of  this   Commonwealth  have  power  to  make  and  establish, 
and  to  annex  penalties  not  exceeding  fifty  dol  ars  for  the 
breach  thereof,  which  by-laws  and  ordinances  shall  take  eliect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  time  therein  respectively 
limited,  without  the   sanction  or  confirmation  of  any  court 
nr  other  authoritv  whatsoever.  ^         .  .  ^e 

Sect  36.  The  city  council  shall  also  have  power,  from  A.e-ent  of 
time  to  time,  to  lay  and  assess  taxes  for  all  purposes  for 
which  towns  are  by  law  required  or  authorized  to  assess 
and  "-rant  monev,  and  also  for  all  purposes  for  which  county 
taxes  may  be  leVied  and  assessed,  so  long  as  other  towns  m 
the  county  shall  not  be  liable  to  taxation  for  county  pur- 
noses.  But  in  the  assessment  and  apportionment  of  all  such 
taxes  upon  the  polls  and  estates  of  allpersons  liable  to  con- 
tribute thereto,  the  same  rules  and  regulations  shall  be 
observed  as  are  now  established  by  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, or  may  be  hereafter  enacted,  relative  to  the 
n^sos<^nient  and  apportionment  of  town  taxes. 

slcTfr     The  laid  city  council  shall  also  have  power  to  Collection  of 
provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  such  taxes,  and 
to  make  appropriations  of  all  public  moneys,  and  provide 
for  the  disbursement  thereof,  and  take  suitable  measures  to 
insure  a  just  and  prompt  account  thereof;  and  for  these  pur-  Assessors  to 
poses,  may  either  elect  such  assessors  and  assistant  asses- 
sors as  may  be  needful,  or  provide  for  the  appointment  or 
election  of  the  same,  or  any  of  them,  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  or  by  the  citizens,  as  in  their  judgment  may  be 
most  conducive  to  the  public  good;  and  may  also  require  of 
allpersons  instrusted  with  the  collection,  custody,  or  clis- 
bursement  of  public  moneys,   such  bonds,  with  such  condi- Bonds.^  &., 
tions  and  such  sureties,  as  the  case  may  m  their  judgment  q^i.ed. 
require.    . 
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Sect.  38.  The  city  council  may  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment, or  election  of  all  necessary  officers,  for  the  good 
government  of  said  city,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and 
may  prescribe  their  duties,  and  fix  their  compensation,  and 
may  choose  a  register  of  deeds  whenever  the  city  shall  be 
one  county. 

Sect.  39.  The  city  council  shall  have  the  care  and  super- 
intendence of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  care,  custody, 
and  management  of  all  the  property  of  the  city,  with  power 
to  letise  or  sell  the  same,  except  the  Common  and  Faneuil 
Hall.  And  the  said  city  council  shall  have  power  to  pur- 
chase property,  real  or  personal,  in  the  name  and  for  the 
use  of  the  city,  whenever  its  interests  or  convenience  may  in 
their  judgment  require  it. 

Sect.  40.  All  the  power  and  authority  now  by  law 
vested  in  the  city  council,  or  in  the  board  of  mayor  and 
aldermen,  relative  to  the  public  health,  and  the  quarantine 
of  vessels,  shall  continue  to  be  vested  in  the  city  council,  to 
be  carried  into  execution  by  the  appointment  of  one  or  more 
health  commissioners ;  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  health, 
cleanliness,  comfort,  and  order  of  the  city  may,  in  their 
judgment,  require,  subject  to  such  alterations  as  the  legisla- 
ture may  from  time  to  time  adopt.  The  powers  and  duties 
above  named  may  be  exercised  and  carried  into  effect  by 
the  city  council  in  any  manner  which  they  may  prescribe,  or 
through  the  agency  of  any  persons  to  whom  they  may  del- 
egate the  same,  notwithstanding  a  personal  exercise  of  the 
same,  collectively  or  individually,  is  prescribed  by  previous 
legislation ;  and  the  city  council  may  constitute  either  branch, 
or  any  committee  of  their  number,  whether  joint  or  separate, 
the  board  of  health  for  all  or  for  particular  purposes. 

Sect.  41.  The  board  of  aldermen  shall  be  surveyors  of 
highways  for  said  city. 

Sect.  42.  The  city  council  shall,  in  the  month  of  May, 
meet  together  in  convention,  and  elect  a  suitable  person  to 
be  the  treasurer  of  said  city,  who  shall  also  be  county  treas- 
urer, and  who  shall  hold  his  office  until  his  successor  is 
chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead. 

Sect.  43.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  the 
salary  of  which  is  payable  out  of  the  city  treasury,  who,  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
the  board  of  aldermen  or  the  common  council ;  and  neither 
the  mayor,  or  any  alderman,  or  member  of  the  common 
council,  shall,  at  the  same  time,  hold  any  office  of  emolu- 
ment under  the  city  government. 
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Sect.  44.     In  tlie  month  of  October  in  each  year,  the  Representa- 

1      1    i  •        tivestogen- 

city  government  shall  meet  in  convention,  ana  determine  erai  court. 
the  number  of  representatives  which  it  may  be  expedient  for 
the  corporation  to  send  to  the  general  court  in  the  ensuing 
year,  within  its  constitutional  limits,  and  to  publish  such 
determination,  which  shall  be  conclusive ;  and  the  number 
thus  determined  shall  be  specified  in  the  warrant  calling  a 
meeting  for  the  election  of  representatives. 

Sect.  45.  The  mayor  of  the  city,  chosen  and  qualified  ^°™p^°^'^'^^°° 
as  herein-before  provided,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be 
the  chief  executive  officer  of  said  corporation ;  and  he  shall 
be  compensated  for  his  services  by  a  salary,  to  be  fixed  by 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  council  in  convention 
assembled,  payable  at  stated  periods,  which  salary  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  annually ;  and  he 
shall  receive  no  other  compensation  or  emoluments  whatever ; 
and  no  regulations  enlarging  or  diminishing  such  compensa- 
tion shall  be  made,  to  take  effect  until  the  expiration  of  the 
year  for  which  the  mayor  then  in  office  shall  have  been  elect- 
ed ;  and  said  salary,  when  fixed,  shall  continue  until  changed 
by  the  city  council,  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  46.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  be  vigi-  His  powers 

•  clllu.    du.tl6S 

lant  and  active,  at  all  times,  in  causing  the  laws  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  said  city  to  be  duly  executed  and  put  in  force ; 
to  inspect  the  conduct  of  all  subordinate  officers  in  the  gov- 
ernment thereof,  and  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power,  to 
cause  all  negligence,  carelessness,  and  positive  violation  of 
duty  to  be  duly  prosecuted  and  punished.  -  He  shall  have 
power,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the  good  of  said  city  may 
require  it,  to  summon  meetings  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
and  common  council,  or  either  of  them,  although  the  meeting 
of  said  boards  may  stand  adjourned  to  a  more  distant  day, 
and  shall  cause  suitable  notice  in  writing,  of  such  meetings, 
to  be  given  to  the  respective  members  of  said  boards.  And 
he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  communicate  to  both  branches 
of  the  city  council,  all  such  information,  and  recommend  all 
such  measures,  as  may  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the 
finances,  the  police,  health,  security,  cleanliness,  comfort, 
and  ornament  of  the  said  city. 

Sect.  47.     Every  ordinance,  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  "V'eto  power 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  of  the    ^^^J°^- 
common  council  may  be  necessary,  (except  on  a  question  of 
convention  of  the  two  branches,)  and  every  order  of  either 
branch  involving  the   expenditure   of  money,  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  mayor  ]  if  he  approve  thereof,  he  shall  signify 
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liis  approbation  by  signing  the  same ;  but  if  not,  he  shall 
return  the  same,  with  his  objections,  to  the  branch  in  which 
it  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  of  the  mayor  at 
large  on  their  records,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  said  ordi- 
nance, order,  resolution,  or  vote ;  and  if,  after  such  recon- 
sideration, two-thirds  of  the  board  of  aldermen  or  common 
council,  notwithstanding  such  objections,  agree  to  pass  the 
same,  it  shall,  together  with  the  objections,  be  sent  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  city  council,  (if  it  originally  required 
concurrent  action,)  where  it  shall  also  be  reconsidered,  and 
if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  it  shall 
be  in  force ;  but  in  all  cases  the  vote  shall  be  determined 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  if  such  ordinance,  order,  resolution, 
or  vote,  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  mayor  within  ten  days 
after  it  shall  have  been  presented,  the  same  shall  be  in  force. 
But  the  veto  power  of  the  mayor  shall  not  extend  to  the 
election  of  officers  required  by  any  law  or  ordinance  to  be 
chosen  by  the  city  council,  in  convention,  or  by  concurrent 
action,  unless  expressly  so  provided  therein. 
Same  subject.  Sect,  48.  In  all  cascs  wlicrc  any  thing  is  or  may  be 
required  or  authorized  by  any  law  or  ordinance  to  be  done 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  the  board  of  aldermen  shall 
hrst  act  thereon ;  and  any  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  of  said 
l>oard  shall  be  presented  to  the  mayor  for  his  approval,  and 
the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  provided  in  the 
preceding  section. 
Mayor  to  ap-  Sect.  49.  In  all  cases  wherein  appointments  to  office 
by "consent^Tf are  dircctcd  to  be. made  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  they 
aldermen.  shall  be  made  by  the  mayor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
Power  of  remo- sent  of  the  aldermen;  and  such  officers  may  be  removed  by 
^'^^'  the  mayor. 

Vacancy  in  the      Sect.  50.     In  casc  of  tlic   dcccase,  inabilit}'',  abscncc,  or 

o  ceo  "^'iJ 01  ■  pQg jo-nation  of  the  mayor,  and  whenever  there  is  a  vacancy 

in  the  office  from  any  cairte,  and  the   same  being  declared, 

and  a  vote  passed  by  the  aldermen  and  common  council 

respectivel}^,  declaring  such  cause,  and  the   expediency  of 

electing  a  mayor  for  the  time  being  to  supply  the  vacancy 

/  thus   occasioned,  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  issue  their 

warrants  in  due  form,  for  tlie  election  of  a  mayor,  and  the 

same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  herein-before  provided 

for  the  choice  of  a  mayor. 

Accountability      Sect.  51.     All  boards  and  officers  acting  under  the  au- 

and  officers  for  tliority  of   thc    Said   Corporation,  and   intrusted  with  the 

public  money,  expenditure  of  public  money,  shall  be  accountable  therefor 

to  tlie  city  council,  in  such  manner  as   they  may  direct,  and 
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it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  council  to  publish  and  dis-  Annual  finan- 
tribute  annually,  for  the  information  of  the  citizens,  a  par- 
ticular statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all 
public  moneys,  and  a  particular  .statement  of  all  city  prop- 
erty. 

Sect.  52.     The   qualified  voters  of  each  ward  shall,  at  Election  of 
the  annual  meeting,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for  the'poor! 
one  able  and  discreet  person,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the 
ward,  to  be  an  overseer  of  the  poor  i  and  thereupon  the 
same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  before  directed  in  the 
election  of  members  of  the  common  council.     And  the  per-  Their  powei-f? 
sons  thus  chosen  shall,  together,  constitute  the  board  Qf^"''"'^^- 
overseers  for  said  city,  and  shall  continue  to  have  all  the 
powers,  and  be  subject  to  all  the   duties,  now  by  law  apper- 
taining to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
until  the  same  shall  be  altered  or  qualified  by  the  legisla- 
ture. 

Sect.  53.  The  school  committee  shall  consist  of  the  The  school 
mayor  of  the  city,' the  president  of  the  common  council,  and 
the  persons  herein-after  mentioned.  A  majority  of  the  per- 
sons duly  elected  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business ;  and  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  the 
mayor,  if  present,  shall  preside. 

Sect.  54.  At  the  annual  election  next  after  the  passage  Same  subject. 
of  this  act,  the  qualified  voters  of  eacli  ward  shall  be  called 
upon  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  six  inhabitants  of  the  ward, 
to  be  members  of  the  school  committee ;  and  the  two  per- 
sons who  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes,  or  in  case 
more  than  two  receive  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  two 
persons  who  are  senior  by  age  shall  hold  their  office  for 
three  years  from  the  second  Monday  in  January  next  ensu- 
ing, and  the '  next  two  persons  who  receive  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  or  who  are  senior  by  age  in  the  contin- 
gency aforesaid,  shall  hold  their  office  for  two  years  from 
said  date,  and  the  two  other  persons  shall  hold  their  office 
for  one  year,  from  said  date ;  and  at  every  subsequent  an- 
nual election,  two  persons  shall  be  chosen  in  each  ward,  to 
be  members  of  the  school  committee  for  tlie  term  of  three 
years. 

Sect.  55.     The  persons  so  chosen  as  members  of  the  Organization 
school  committee   shall  meet  and  organize  on  the   second  niittee°°  '^"'^' 
Monday  of  January,  at  such  hour  as  the  mayor  may  appoint. 
They  may  choose  a  secretary,  and  such  subordinate  officers  Secretary  and 
as  they  may  deem  expedient,  and  shall  define  their  duties,  fleers'^. 
and  fix  their  respective  salaries. 
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Powers  and  du-      Sect.  56.     The  Said  committee   shall  have  the  care  and 
committee.      management  of  the  public  schools,  and  may  elect  all  such 
instructors  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  remove  the  same 
whenever  they  consider  it  •expedient.     And  generally,  they 
shall  have  all  the  powers  in  relation  to  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  the  public  schools,  which  the  selectmen  of  towns, 
or  school  committees,  are  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  exercise. 
Qualifications       Sect.  57.     Evcry  male  citizen  of  twenty-one   years    of 
municipal eiec- age    and   upwards,  excepting  paupers    and  persons  under 
tions,  &c.        guardianship,  who  shall  have  resided  within  the   Common- 
wealth one  year,  and  within  the  city  six  months  next  pre- 
ceding any  meeting  of  citizens,  eitlier  in  wards  or  in  general 
meeting,  for  municipal  purposes,  and  who  shall  have  paid  by 
himself,  or  his  parent,  master  or  guardian,  any  state  or  coun- 
ty tax,  which,  within  two  years  next  preceding  such  meeting, 
sliall  have  been  assessed  upon  him,  in  any  town  or  district 
in  this  Commonwealth,  and  also  every  citizen  who  shall  be 
by  law  exempted  from  taxation,  and  who  shall  be,  in  all 
other  respects,  qualified  as  above  mentioned,  shall  have  a 
right  to  vote  at  such  meeting,  and  no  other  person  shall  l)e 
entitled  to  vote  at  such  meeting. 
Mayor  and  ai-      Sect.  58.     It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  the  board  of  aldermen, 
maiTe^^iis^s  ofP^i*^^'  ^^  cvcry  clcction  of  city  officers,  or  of  any  officer  or 
voters  prior  to  officcrs  uudcr  tlic  govcmment  of  the  United  States  or  of 
every  election,  ^j^j^  Commonwealth,  to  make  out  lists  of  all  the  citizens  of 
each  ward  qualified  to  vote  in  such  election,  in  the  manner 
in  which  selectmen  and  assessors  of  towns  are  required  to 
make  out  similar  lists  of  voters,  and  for  that  purpose  they 
shall  have  free  access  to  the  assessors'  books  and  lists,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  aid  and  assistance  of  all  assessors, 
assistant  assessors,  and  other  officers  of  said  city.     And  it 
shall  bc  the  duty  of  said  board  of  aldermen  to  deliver  such 
list  of  the  voters  in  each  ward,  so  prepared  and  corrected, 
to  the  clerk  of  said  ward,  to  be  used  by  the  warden  and 
inspectors  thereof,  at  such  election ;  and  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  whose  name  is  not  borne 
Inspectors    to  ou  such  list.     And  to  prevent  all  frauds   and  mistakes  in 
votTw°o"e''^°such  elections,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  in  each 
name  is  not  on  ward  to  take  carc  that  no  person  shall  vote  at  such  election 
the  hst.  whose  name  is  not  so  borne   on  the  list  of  voters,  and  to 

cause  a  mark  to  be  placed  against  the  name  of  each  voter 
on  such  list,  at  the  time  of  giving  in  his  vote.  And  the  city 
council  shall  have  authority  to  establish  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations, as  to  making  out,  publishing,  and  using  such  lists 
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of  qualified  voters,  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  59.      All   elections   for   governor,   lieutenant-gov-  Elections  of 
ernor,    senators,   representatives,   representatives    to   con- "fa^te  oncers, 
gress,  and  all  other  officers,  who  are  to  be  chosen  and  voted 
for  by  the  people,  shall  be  held  at  meetings  of  the  citizens 
qualified  to  vote  in  such  elections,  in  their  respective  wards, 
at  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  those  elections  respectively. 
And  at  such  meetings,  all  the  votes  given  in  being  collected, 
sorted,  counted  and  declared,  by  the  inspectors  of  elections 
in  each  ward,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  such  ward 
to  make  a  true  record  of  the   same,  specifying  therein  the 
whole  number  of  ballots  given  in,  the  name  of  each  person 
voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  expressed  in 
words  at  length.     And  a  transcript  of  such  record,  certified 
by  the  warden,  clerk,  and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors  of 
elections  in  such  ward,  shall  forthwith  be  transmitted  or 
delivered  by  each  ward  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the  city.    And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  forthwith  to  enter  such 
returns,  or  a  plain  and  intelligible  abstract  of  them,  as  they 
are  successively  received,  in  the  journals  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  aldermen,  or  in  some  other  book  kept  for 
that  purpose.     And  it  shall  be  the   duty  of  the  board  of  Examination 
aldermen  to  meet  together  within  two  days  after  every  such  yotes^ 
election,  and  examine  and  compare  all  the  said  returns,  and 
thereupon  to  make   out  a  certificate  of  the  result  of  such  Certificate, 
election,  to  be   signed  by  a  majority  of  the  aldermen,  and 
also  by  the  city  clerk,  which  shall  be  transmitted,  delivered 
or  returned,  in  the  same  manner  as  similar  returns  are  by 
law  directed  to  be  made  by  the  selectmen  of  towns ;  and 
such  certificates  and  returns  'shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect;  in  all  respects,  as  like  returns  of  similar  elections 
made  by  the  selectmen  of  towns.     At  the  election  of  gov-  Separate  lists 
ernor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators,  it  shall  be  the  duty  governor*  &c., 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  to  make  and  seal  up  separate  lists '°  ,b«  transmit- 

tGcl  to  triG   S6C- 

of  persons  voted  for  as  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  retary,  or    to 
senators  of  the  Commonwealth,  with  the  number  of  votes  sheriffs. 
for  each  person,  written  in  words   at  length  against  his 
name,  and  to  transmit  said  lists  to  the   secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  to  the  sheriff'  of  the  county.     The  board  ^"otes  for  eiec- 
of  aldermen  shall,  within  three  days  next  after  the   day  of  dent,  &c.^^how 
any  election  of  electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of  ^^^^ '^^^^'i  ^° t)e 
the  United  States,  held  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this  Com-  the  secretary. 
monwealth,  or  of  the  United  States,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be 
delivered,  the  lists  of  votes  therefor,  sealed  up,  to  the  sheriff" 
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of  the  county;  and  the  said  sheriif  shall,  within  four  days 
after  receiving  said  lists,  transmit  the  same  to  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  or  the  said  aldermen 
may,  and  when  the   office  of  sheriif  is  vacant,  they  shall 
themselves,  transmit  the  said  lists  to  the  said  office  within 
seven  days  after  the  election;  and  all  votes  not  so  trans- 
Proceedings  in  mitted  shall  be  rejected.     In  all  elections  for  representa- 
tatirerarrnot  *^^'^^  *^  ^^^^  general  court,  in  case  the  whole  number  pro- 
chosen,  posed  to  be  elected  shall  not  be  chosen  according  to  law, 
by  the  votes  legally  returned,  the  board  of  aldermen  shall 
forthwith  issue  their  warrants  for  a  new  election,  agreeably 
to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the 
same  proceedings  shall  be  had,  in  all  respects,  as  are  herein- 
Procecdings in  before  directed;  and  in  case  of  no   choice  being  made  of 
tio^n  °of" repve-  representatives  to  congress,  in  either  district,  of  which  the 
sentatives  to    city  of  Bostou  composcs  a  part,  or  in  case  of  any  vacancy 
congress.         happening  in  said  districts,  or  either  of  them,  the  governor 
shall  cause  precepts  for  new  elections  to  be  directed  to  the 
board  of  aldermen  of  said  city,  as  often  as  occasion  shall 
require ;  and  such  new  elections  shall  be  held,  and  all  pro- 
ceedings thereon  had,  and  returns  made,  in  conformity  with 
the  foregoing  provisions. 
General  meet-      Sect.  60.     General  meetings  of  the  citizens  qualified  to 
izfns°  ^  ^  ^^^'  "^ote  in  city  affairs  may  from  time  to  time  be  held,  to  consult 
upon  the  common  good,  to  give  instructions  to  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  to  take  all  lawful  measures  to  obtain  a  re- 
dress of  any  grievances,  according  to  the  right  secured  to 
the  people  by  the  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth.    And 
such  meetings   shall  and  may  be  duly  warned  by  the  board 
of  aldermen,  upon  the  requisition  of  fifty  qualified  voters  of 
said  city.     The  mayor,  if  present,  shall  preside,  and  the  city 
clerk  shall  act  as  the  clerk  of  such  meetings. 
Warrants    for      Sect.  G1.     All  Warrants  for  the  meetino-s  of  the  citizens 
iTs^uelT^'  the  ^^^'  municipal  purposes,  to  be  had  either  in  general  meetings 
mayor  aiid  ai-  or  in  wards,  shall  be  issued  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  and 
ermen.          ^^  ^^^^^  form,  and  shall  be  served,  executed  and  returned,  at 
such  time  and  in  such  manner,  as  the   city  council  may,  by 
any  by-law  or  ordinance,  direct  and  appoint. 
Power  of  the      Sect.  62.     Nothiig  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
Id  te?^the'char°  strued  as  to  restrain  or  prevent  the  legislature  from  amend- 
ter.                ing  or   altering  the    same   whenever   they    shall   deem   it 

expedient. 
Repeal  of  first      Sect.  63.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
charter.  ^|^jg  ^^^  ^^q  hereby  repealed :  provided,  hoicevcr,  that  the 

repeal  of  the  said  acts  shall  not  affect  any  act  done,  or  any 
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right  accruing  or  accrued,  or  established,  or  any  suit  or  pro- 
ceeding had  or  commenced  in  any  civil  case  before  the  time 
when  such  repeal  shall  take  eflect.  And  that  no  offence 
committed,  and  no  penalty  or  forfeiture  incurred,  under  the 
acts  hereby  repealed,  and  before  the  time  when  such  appeal 
shall  take  eflfect,  shall  be  affected  by  the  repeal.  And  that 
no  suit  or  prosecution  pending  at  the  time  of  the  said  repeal 
for  any  oflfence  committed,  or  for  the  recovery  of  any  pen- 
alty or  forfeiture  incurred  under  the  acts  herebj^  repealed, 
shall  be  affected  by  such  repeal;  and  provided,  also,  that  all 
persons  who,  at  the  time  when  the  said  repeal  shall  take  efiect, 
shall  hold  any  office  under  the  said  acts,  shall  continue  to 
hold  the  same  according  to  the  tenure  thereof;  and  provided, 
also,  that  all  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, which  shall  be  in  force  at  the  time  when  the  said  repeal 
shall  .take  effect,  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  same  are 
repealed  by  the  city  council,  and  all  officers  elected  under 
such  by-laws  and  ordinances,  shall  continue  in  office  accord- 
ing to  the  tenure  thereof. 

Sect,  64.     No  act  which  has  been  heretofore  repealed  Repeal  not  to 
shall  be  revived  by  the  repeal  of  the  acts  mentioned  in  the  ll]2^  °^^^^ 
preceding  section. 

Sect.  65.  This  act  shall  be  void,  unless  the  inhabitants  Act  to  be  sub- 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  at  a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  pur-  "iJizens.  ° 
pose,  by  a  written  vote  determine  to  adopt  the  same ;  and 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  city  shall  be  called  upon  to  give 
in  their  votes  upon  the  acceptance  of  this  act,  at  meetings  in 
the  various  wards  duly  warned  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  to 
be  held  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  November ;  and 
thereupon,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  respecting  the 
sorting,  counting,  declaring,  recording  and  returns  of  said 
votes,  as  is  herein  provided  at  the  election  of  mayor ;  and 
the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  shall,  within  tliree  days, 
meet  together  and  compare  the  returns  of  the  ward  officers ; 
and  if  it  appear  that  the  citizens  have  voted  to  adopt  this 
act,  the  mayor  shall  make  proclamation  of  the  fact,  and 
thereupon,  the  act  shall  take  effect  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing municipal  officers  at  the  next  annual  election,  and  for  all 
other  purposes  it  shall  take  efiect  on  and  after  the  first 
[Monday  of  Januarv  next.  [Approved  hij  the  Governor, 
April  29,  1.8 54. J 
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Chap.  449  An  Act  in  addition  to  An    Act  to    revise    the    Charter    of  the  City  of        j 

Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sam,e,  as  follows  : 

Choice  of  ai-  Sect.  1.  TliG  qualified  voters  of  each  ward  shall,  at  the 
dermen.  aniiiial  election,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for  one 

able  and  discreet  man,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  ward,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
and  all  the  ballots  so  given  in,  in  each  ward,  being  sorted, 
counted  and  declared,  a  public  declaration  of  the  result  J 
Clerk  to  keep  shall  be  made  b)^  the  warden  in  open  meeting,  and  a  record  1 
ceedings^  '^™'  ^f  such  proceedings  shall  be  kept  by  the  clerk,  in  his  jour-  I 
nal,  stating  particularly  the  whole  number  of  ballots  given 
in,  and  tlie  number  actually  given  in  for  each  person,  the 
whole  to  be  written  in  words  at  length.  In  case  no  person 
is  chosen  at  the  first  ballot  at  the  said  meeting,  adjourn- 
ments shall  be  had  for  the  purpose  of  efiecting  such  election, 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein-after  provided  with  regard 
to  the  election  of  members  of  the  common  council. 
Act  to  be  ac-  Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  be  submitted  to  the  inhabitants 
cepte  ,  c.  ^^  ^i^g  ^.|.^^  ^^  Boston,  for  their  acceptance  or  rejection,  at 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  with  the  act  to  which 
it  is  in  addition;  and  if  both  of  the  said  acts  shall  be 
accepted  by  the  said  inhabitants,  the  first  section  of  this  act 
shall  be  substituted  for,  and  take  the  place  of,  section  nine- 
teen in  said  first  mentioned  act,  which  provides  for  the  elec- 
tion of  aldermen.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29, 
1854.] 

Chan.  450  ^"^  ^^^  concerning  the  Possession  and  Use  of  Billiards,  Bowls,  and  other 
like  implements,  for  other  purposes  than  Gaming. 

Be  it  enacted-  by  the  Senate  ajid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Cards,  &c..  for  Sect.  1.  The  posscssion  by  innholders  or  others,  and 
oX^'^not^^un-  *^^^  ^^^  ^y  ^"^^  person,  of  cards,  billiards,  bowls,  quoits  and 
lawful.  other  like  implements,  for  amusement  merely,  or  for  any 

other  purpose  than  gaming  for  money  or  other  property, 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  unlawful,  unless  thb  same  are 
used  on  the  Lord's  day. 
Act  of  1853,  ch.  Sect.  2.  The  three  hundred  and  ninety-ninth  chapter  of 
399,  repealed.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^1^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  thousand  cigJit  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  are  hereby  repealed. 
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Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Charles  River  Bridge    and    the  Warren  Bridge.  C1l(ip.  451 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.  For  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  re- Toils  cstab- 
building  of  the  Charles  River  Bridge,  and  the  repairing  of 
the  "Warren  Bridge ;  and  for  the  further  purpose  of  raising 
a  fund  sufficient  to  repair,  and  keep  in  repair  said  bridges 
as  free  public  avenues,  there  shall  be,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  levied  and  collected  upon  the  said 
bridges  the  same  rates  of  toll  as  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge 
Corporation  is  now  entitled  to  receive  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  two  hundred  fifty-seven  of  the  laws  passed  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty.  And  said  tolls  shall 
be  levied  upon  said  bridges  until  a  sum  shall  be  collected 
thereby  sufficient  to  rebuild  said  Charles  River  Bridge,  to 
repair  the  "Warren  Bridge,  and  to  leave  in  the  treasury  of 
the  Commonwealth  a  fund  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  fund,  with  all  accumulations  thereof,  shall  be  applied 
to  the  future  maintenance  and  repair  of  said  bridges. 

Sect.  2.     The  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Governor  to 
the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  an  agent  to  re-  and°"\ommis- 
build  the   Charles  River  Bridge,  and  repair  the  Warren  sioneis. 
Bridge,  in  such  manner  as   shall   be  prescribed  by  three 
commissioners,  one  of  them  shall  be  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Charlestown,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  as  soon  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  good  economy.     And  said  agent  shall  appoint  toll-  General  duties 
gatherers  and  other  suitable  persons  to  collect  and  receive  °  ^S'^"^- 
said  tolls,  and  to  do  all  other  necessary  things  in  regard  to 
said  bridges.     And  said  agent  shall  be  responsible  for  the 
competency  and  integrity  of  all  persons   so  appointed  by 
him.  And  said  agent  shall  render  to  the  governor  and  coimcil, 
under  oath,  a  quarterly  account  of  all  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures on  account  of  said  bridges,  and  shall  pay  over  to  the 
treasurer  of  the   Commonwealth,  on  the  first  day  of  each 
month,  all  money  received  for  tolls  on  said  bridges.     And 
said  agent  shall,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  January,  in 
each  year,  make  a  report  to  the  legislature,  of  his   doings 
as   such  agent,  to  which  report  shall  be  added  an  account 
of  all  his  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  year  pre- 
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ceding.  The  agent  so  appointed,  shall  hold  his  office  subject 
to  removal  by  the  governor  and  council. 

Governor  may  Sect.  3.  The  govcmor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his 
raw  warrant,  -^^^ppr^j^^  qq  ^j^g  treasury  in  favor  of  the  agent  aforesaid, 
from  time  to  time,  for  such  sums  as  may  be  needed  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  rebuilding,  or  repairing  said  bridges,  or 
either  of  them,  or  defraying  any  proper  expense  incidental 
thereto.  And  such  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  money  so 
paid  into  the  treasury,  as  aforesaid ;  which  money  shall  be 
kept  and  held  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  a 

Proviso.  separate  fund :   provided,  however,  that  the  governor  may 

draw  by  his  warrant,  sums  not  exceeding,  in  the  aggregate, 
ten  thousand  dollars,  from  the  treasury,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ordinary  funds  of  the  treas- 
ury. And  if  said  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  any  part 
thereof,  sliall  be  so  drawn,  the  amount  thereof  and  interest 
thereon,  shall  be  repaid  into  the  ordinary  funds  of  the 
treasury  out  of  the  fund  arising  from  said  tolls  as  soon  as 
may  be  done  consistently  with  tlie  prosecution  of  the  work 
of  rebuilding  or  repairing  said  bridges. 

Agent  to  give  Sect.  4.  The  govcmor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  council,  shall  demand  and  receive  from  said  agent  a 
bond,  with  sureties  in  such  sum  as  they  shall  deem  sufficient, 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  office,  and  shall  also  fix  thfe  compensation  to  be  allowed 
to  said  agent,  out  of  said  tolls,  which  compensation  shall  be 
paid  to  said  agent  quarterly,  so  long  as  he  shall  remain  in 

Compensation  said  officc.  And  if  said  agent  shall  be  retained,  or  any  other 
agent  appointed,  after  the  rebuilding  of  the  Charles  River 
Bridge,  and  the  repairing  of  the  Warren  Bridge,  the  com- 
pensation to-be  thereafter  paid,  shall  be  directly  propor- 
tionate to  the  service  performed,  the  then  agent  being  also 
hereby  required  to  make  quarterly  returns,  under  oath,  of 
said  service,  and  of  money  expended  therein,  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  council. 

Compensation  Sect.  5.  The  govcmor  and  council  shall  determine  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid, 
out  of  said  tolls,  which  compensation  shall  be  strictly  pro- 
portionate to  the  service  performed  by  them,  and  each  of 
them.  And  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  for  the  same.  Said  commissioners  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  make,  to  the  governor  and  council,  quarterly 
reports  of  the  progress  of  the  work  of  rebuilding  the 
Charles  River  Bridge,  and  the  repairing  of  Warren  Bridge ; 
also  to  make  quarterly  returns  of  the  time  actually  spent  in 
the  performance  of  duty  under  their  commission. 


of  aeent. 


of  commission- 


part   of  bridge 
in  repair. 
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Sect.  6.  When  the  fund  aforesaid  shall  have  accumulated  Bridges,  when 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  than  fice. 
is  needed  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Charles  River  Bridge, 
and  the  repairing  of  the  Warren  Bridge,  the  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  governor, 
who  thereupon,  shall  publicly  declare  said  bridges  free  from 
toll. 

Sect.  7.     The  city  of  Boston  shall  keep  in  repair  all  that  City  to^  keep 
part  of  Warren  Bridge  connected  with  the  water-works  of 
said  city,  and  shall  be  liable  for  any  damage   arising  from 
any  defect  in,  or  accident  to,  said  works. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor ^  April  29,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  complete  the  Enlargement  of  the  State  House.  CllClp.  452 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The   sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  sioo.ooo  ap- 
hereby  appropriated,  for   the   purpose  of   completing  the  pi'op"'^*^'^- 
enlargement  of  the  State  House,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-first  chapter  of  the   acts  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  for 
the  necessary  apparatus  for  heating  the  same. 

Sect.  2.     The  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  Treasurer  to 
direction  of  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con-  ^^^'^^'^''"'P- 
sent  of  the  council,  to  issue  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of   the   Commonwealth,  to   such    an 
amount,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  redeemable  in  twen- 
ty years  from  the  date  thereof,  and  bearing  interest  at  tlie  . 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually ;  and 
all  such  scrip  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  governor,  and 
the  faith  of  the   Commonwealth  is  hereby  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  the  same ;  and  the  treasurer  may,  under  the 
direction  of  the  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the   council,   dispose  of  any  portion  of  said   scrip,  at  any 
price  not  less  than  the  original  par  value  thereof. 

Sect.  3.     The  treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  the  gov-  Treasurer  may 
ernor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  ^°"'°^^  money, 
may  borrow,  in  anticipation  of  the  scrip,  as  herein-before 
authorized,  of  any  of  the  banks  of  this   Commonwealth,  or 
of  any  corporations  or  individuals,  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  act :  provided,  that  the 
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whole  amount  borrowed  by  authority  hereof,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Commissioners  Sect.  4.  The  Commissioners  heretofore,  or  who  may 
eatraiicerXc^  hereafter  be  appointed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  re- 
lating to  the  enlargement  of  the  State  House,  approved  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  in  conjunction  with  the  committee 
on  public  buildings  of  the  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives, are  hereby  authorized,  at  their  discretion,  to  remove 
the  present  entrances  on  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the 
State  House,  and  to  make  such  alterations  on  the  lower 
floor  of  the  State  House,  consequent  upon  such  removal,  as 
they  may  judge  expedient ;  and  to  defray  the  expense  of 
such  removal  and  alterations,  the  governor  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasury. 
May  appropri-  Sect.  5.  The  Said  Commissioners  and  the  said  commit- 
ate  apartments  ^^^^  ^^,^  hereby  authorized,  to  determine  and  adjudge  to 
what  uses  the  several  apartments  in  the  said  new  structure 
shall  be  put,  and  are  hereby  required  to  file  a  certificate  of 
their  doings  in  the  premises,  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  State,  before  the  said  apartments  shall  be  occupied :  pro- 
vided, however,  that  all  the  doings  of  the  said  commission- 
ers, and  said  committee,  as  provided  in  this,  and  the  third 
section  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
governor  and  council.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
29,  1854.] 

Chap.  453  An  Act  concerning  Insurance  Companies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Powers  and  Sect.  1.  All  insuraucc  companics  that  havc  bccu,  or  may 
ranc^  "compal  hereafter  be,  incorporated  in  this  Commonwealth,  may 
nies.  exercise  the  powers,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  duties  and 

liabilities  provided  in  this  act,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  provisions  of  their  respective  charters. 
First  meeting,  Sect.  2.  The  first  meeting  of  any  insurance  company  shall 
be  called  by  a  notice  signed  by  one  or  more  of  the  persons 
named  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  setting  forth  the  time, 
place,  and  purposes  of  the  meeting;  and  such  notice  shall, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  meeting,  be  delivered  to 
each  member,  or  published  in  some  newspaper  of  the  county 
in  which  the  company  may  be  established,  or,  if  there  be  no 


how  called. 


1854.— Chapter  453.  385 

newspaper  in  the  county  then  in  some  newspaper  of  an  adjoin- 
ing county.     Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  directors  Special  meet- 
whenever  they  think  proper,  and  shall  be  called  by  them^^^s^- 
upon  the  written  application  of  the  owners  of  one-fifth  of 
the  capital  stock,  or  of  twenty  stockholders,  or  members  ol 
the  company,  setting  forth  the  purposes  of  the  meeting. 

Sect.  3.  Every  company  shall  annually  choose,  by  ballot,  f^^^^l^°^^^J^'°- 
from  the  stockholders  or  members  of  the  company  resident "'''  ^"""^  ^• 
in  this  Commonwealth,  not  less  than  five  directors,  to  hold 
their  office  one  year,  and  until  others  are  chosen  and  quali- 
fied in  their  stead.  Proxies  may  be  authorized  in  writing, 
each  share  being  entitled  to  one  vote ;  but  no  stockholder, 
or  member  of  the   company,  shall  have  more  than  thirty 

votes. 

Sect.  4.     The  directors  shall,  annually,  by  ballot,  choose  Directors  to 
a  president  and  secretary  and  other  officers  provided  for  by  jenranS- 
the  by-laws,  and  the  president  shall  be  chosen  from  the  retary. 
board  of  directors.     These  officers   shall  be  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.     The  secretary  shall  keep  Secr^taryjo 
a  true  record  of  the  votes  of  the  company  and  of  the  direc-  ^f  ^ot^s. 
tors ;  a  true  list  of  stockholders,  and  the  number  of  shares 
owned  by  each  one ;  a  record  of  the  transfer  of  shares ;  a 
record  of  all  policies  issued  by  the  company ;  and  all  assign- 
ments of  policies  assented  to.     The  secretary  and  treasurer  s^e«:e^tary  and 
shall  also  give  bond,  with  sureties,  in  such  sum  as  the  direc-  g've'bond. 
tors  shall  order,  with  condition  faithfully  to  perform  the 
duties  of  their  office,  and  to  account  for  all  moneys  received 
by  them.     Not  less  than  four  directors   shall  constitute  a  Quorum, 
quorum,  and  all  questions  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of 
those  present.     Vacancies  in  any  office  may  be  filled  by  a 
new  election,  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  ^ 

Sect.  5.     The  capital  stock  shall  be  paid  in  within  twelve  Capital,  when 
months   from  the    date  of  the    charter,   unless    otherwise  p^;^.^^^^^^^;^'^ 
specially  provided  for  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  and  shall 
be  invested  in  the  stocks  of  the  United  States,_of  this  Com- 
monwealth, or  of  any  city  or  town  thereof,  or  in  the  stocks 
of  any  bank  or  railroad  in  this  Commonwealth,  or  other  cor- 
poration, whose  property  consists  entirely  of  real  estate,  or 
in  bonds   of  railroad  companies  in  this  Commonwealth;  or 
may  be  loaned  on  mortgages  of  real  estate,  pledges  of  any 
of  the  stocks  or  bonds  named  in  this  section,  on  bottomry 
or  respondentia:  provided,  that  not  more  than  one-third  of  Proviso, 
the  capital  stock  of  any  insurance  company  shall  be  invested 
in  the  stocks  or  bonds  of  any  one  railroad  company  or  bank, 
and  not  more  than  one-half  of  the  .capital  stock  shall  be 
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invested  in  the  stocks  of  railroad  companies,  nor  more  than 
three-fourths  in  bank  stocks,  nor  more  than  two-thirds  shall 
be  loaned  on  mortgages  of  real  estate,  bottomry  or  respon- 
dentia ;  and  the  sum  loaned  on  any  one  bottom  shall  not 
exceed  one-tenth  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  insurance  com- 
pany ;  and  if  any  investment  or  loan  be  made  in  any  manner 
not  authorized  by  the  provisions  of  this  law,  the  directors 
making  or  authorizing  such  investment  or  loan  shall  be  per- 
sonally liable  to  the  stockholders  for  any  loss  occasioned 
thereby.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  compel  any 
insurance  company,  already  chartered  and  doing  business,  to 
change  any  investment  which  has  been  made  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  of  law  existing  at  the  time  said  investment 
was  made. 
Not  to  deal  in  Sect.  6.  No  compauy  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or 
goods,  &c.  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stocks  or  other  property, 
excepting  such  articles  as  may  have  been  insured,  and  are 
claimed  to  be  damaged  by  fire  or  water. 
Risks  to  beta-  Sect.  7.  Companies  tlius  Organized  may  insure  vessels, 
^°'  freight,  money,  goods,  effects ;  money  lent  upon  bottomry 

and  respondentia;  against  the  perils  of  the   sea  and  other 
perils  usually  insured  against  by  marine  insurance  ;  dwelling- 
houses  and  other  buildings  ;  merchandise,  and  other  person- 
al property,  against  fire ;  and  the  lives  of  persons ;  according 
Risks  not  to  to  their  respective  charters.    But  no  stock  company  shall  take, 
cen^of  cTpftai  ^u  any  one  risk,  a  sum  exceeding  a  tenth  of  the  capital  paid 
paid  in.  m.  Policies  shall  be  signed  by  the  secretary  and  president; 

and  in  case  of  the  absence,  inability,  or  death  of  either  of 
these  officers,  by  two  directors.     Companies  may  reinsure 
any  risks  taken  by  them. 
Companies  not      Sect.  8.     It  shall  uot  bc  lawful  for  any  insurance  com- 
des'umi'e/rny  P^^^y;  incorporated  by  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  issue 
other  name,     policics,  or  do   any  business,  under  any  other  name,  style, 
designation  or  title,  nor  for  any  other  purpose,  nor  upon 
any  other  principle,  than  is  expressed  in  its  charter. 
Agents  out  of      Sect,  9.     Every  person  acting  for  an  insurance  company 
sign-boards'/'  ^^^  incorporated  in  this    Commonwealth,  shall  exhibit,  in 
^t'-  conspicuous  letters,  on  the   sign  designating  his  place   of 

business,  the  name  of  the  State  under  whose  authority  the 
company  he  represents  has  been  incorporated.  And  said 
company  and  agent  shall  also  have  printed,  in  large  type, 
the  name  of  such  State,  upon  all  policies  issued  to  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth,  on  all  cards,  placards,  and  pam- 
phlets, and  in  all  advertisements  published,  issued  or  cir- 
culated in  this  State,  by  them  or  him,  relating  to  the  busi- 
ness of  such  company. 
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Sect.  10.     No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  act  as  aojent  of  Agents  to  com- 

,     .  J.    J    •       ii  •       /-(  plv   with   laws 

any  insurance  company  not  incorporated  m  this  Common-  under  penalty 
wealth  until  such  company  and  such  agent  shall  have  com- °f  Si.ooo. 
plied  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, relating  to  such  companies  and  their  agents,  and 
every  person  so  acting  without  such  compliance,  shall  for- 
feit, for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect.  11.     All  mortgages   on  real  estate,  held  by  any  Lands  mortga- 
insurance  company,  shall  be  liable  to  be  attached,  taken  and  n^s  "mTy^^'be 
sold  on  execution,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  fifty-second,  ^P^"^  °^  execu- 
fifty-third  and  fifty-fourth   sections   of  the  thirty-sixth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  respect  to  mortgages  held 
by  banks.       And  the   secretary   shall  perform  the   duties 
therein  required  of  cashiers  or  clerks. 

Sect.  12.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  company,  the  Directors  to 
directors  shall  furnish  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  ^ent  of  condi- 
company,  and  in  making  dividends,  shall  not  consider  as  ^^°^  annually. 
any  part  of  the  profits  the  money  received  and  notes  taken 
for  premiums  on  risks  which  are,  at  the  time,  outstanding 
and  undetermined.  When  the  capital  stock  is  reduced  in 
any  way,  the  amount  thereafter  to  be  taken  on  any  one 
risk  shall,  forthwith,  correspondingly  be  reduced  to  the  lim- 
itation in  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,  until  the  capital 
shall  be  restored  to  its  original  amount.  If  the  directors 
do  not  comply  with  these  provisions,  they  shall  be  liable  for 
any  loss  on  insurance  effected  while  the  diminution  con- 
tinues. If  any  company  shall  be  under  liability  for  losses 
actually  sustained  equal  to  the  capital,  and  the  president 
and  directors,  knowing  it,  shall  make  insurance,  whoever 
makes  the  insurance,  or  assents  thereto,  shall  be  liable  for 
the  loss,  if  any  takes  place,  under  such  insurance.  And  if 
the  capital  stock  be  lessened  by  losses,  before  all  instal- 
ments are  paid  in,  each  stockholder  shall  be  liable  for  the 
instalments  unpaid  on  his  shares  at  the  time  of  such  loss, 
and  no  dividend  shall  be  made  until  the  capital  shall  be  re- 
stored to  its  original  amount. 

Sect.  13.     Every  company  shall  be  liable  to  be  taxed  by  Liable  to  be 
any  general  law  for  taxing  similar  companies,  and  the  direc-  ^'^^^^'  *^- 
tors  shall,  whenever  required,  furnish  to  the  legislature,  or  a 
committee  thereof,  a  statement  of  their  affairs,  and  submit 
to  examination,  on  oath,  concerning  the  same. 

Sect.  14.  Every  company,  except  mutual  companies.  Returns,  when 
shall,  annually,  between  the  first  and  tenth  days  of  May,  made.*'  ^  °™ 
make  return  by  mail,  or  otherwise,  to  the  assessors  of  every 
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city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  in  which  any  stock- 
holder resides,  of  the  names  of  such  stockholders,  the 
number  of  shares  belonging  to  each  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
with  the  par  value,  and  the  cash  market  value  of  the  shares, 
so  far  as  they  can  ascertain  the  same  :  and  every  company- 
shall  make  return  of  the  number  of  shares  of  corporate 
stock  of  all  kinds  held  as  collateral  security  for  the  debt  or 
liability  of  any  person  residing  in  such  city  or  town  on  the 
first  day  of  May,  witli  the  name  of  the  person,  number  of 
shares,  and  par  value.  And  every  mutual  fire  insurance 
company  having  a  guaranty  stock,  shall  make  a  like  return 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  guaranty  stock.  Any  company 
neglecting  to  make  the  returns  provided  in  this  section,  or 
that  shall  make  false  returns,  shall  forfeit,  for  each  offence, 
not  less  than  fifty,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  to 
the  use  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  such  stockholders  may 
reside,  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  such  town  or  city. 

Sect.  15.  Every  mutual  insurance  company  shall  annually 
elect,  by  ballot,  not  less  than  seven  directors,  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  after  the  first  election,  members  of 
the  company ;  and  they  shall  manage  and  conduct  the  busi- 
ness thereof.  Every  person  insured  by  the  company  shall 
be  a  member,  and  no  one  member  shall  be  allowed  more 
than  five  votes.  Proxies  may  be  authorized  in  writing: 
provided,  that  all  such  proxies  shall  be  dated  within  six 
months  previous  to  the  meeting  of  said  company,  at  which 
the  same  may  be  used ;  and  provided,  also,  that  no  individual 
or  officer  of  a  mutual  insurance  company  shall  be  allowed, 
by  virtue  of  any  such  proxy  or  proxies  held  by  him,  to  cast 
more  than  twenty  votes. 

Sect.  16.  The  directors  of  every  corporation  which 
shall  become  a  member  of  any  mutual  company,  may  author- 
ize one  or  more  of  the  stockholders  of  such  corporation  to 
represent  the  same  in  all  meetings  of  the  mutual  company, 
and  in  the  transaction  of  all  business ;  and  such  representa- 
tives shall  vote  and  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  director  in 
the  company. 

Sect.  17.  Any  member  of  a  mutual  insurance  company 
may  be  a"  competent  witness  in  all  cases,  civil  or  criminal, 
in  which  the  company  is  a  party  or  interested. 

Sect.  18.  Whenever  the  just  claims  against  a  mutual 
fire  insurance  company  exceed  the  funds,  exclusive  of  deposit 
notes,  the  directors  shall  assess  such  sums  as  may  be  neces- 
sary upon  the  members,  in  proportion  to  their  premiums  and 
deposit,  no  member  being  liable  to  pay  more  than  double 
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the  amount  of  his  premium  and  deposit,  and  said  assess- 
ment shall  be  made  upon  such  notes  as  were  given  upon 
hazards,  associated  with  the  property  upon  which  losses 
have  occurred,  according  to  the  by-laws  of  said  company. 
And  whenever  sufficient  property  of  the  company  cannot  Liability  of  di- 
be  found  to  satisfy  an  execution  issued  against  them,  and  ^^^'^°'^®- 
the  company  have  property,  the  proceeds  of  which  can  be 
applied  to  satisfy  such  execution,  and  the  directors  neglect 
to  pay  the  same,  or  neglect  for  thirty  days  after  the  rendition 
of  judgment  to  make  an  assessment,  and  deliver  the  same  to 
the  secretary  or  treasurer  for  collection,  or  to  apply  such 
assessment,  when  collected,  to  the  payment  of  the  execution, 
in  either  of  these  cases  the  directors  shall  be  personally 
liable  for  the  amount  of  the  execution. 

Sect.  19.     If  the  secretary  or  treasurer  of  any  mutual  Liability  of  sec- 
company  unreasonably  neglect  to  collect  an  assessment  made  sure7  for^'as- 
by  order  of  the  directors,  and  to  apply  the  same  to  the  sessments. 
payment  of  the  claims  for  which  they  were  made,  he  shall, 
in  his  private  capacity,  be  liable   for  the  amount  of   the 
assessments,  to  tlie  person  iiaviug  claims  against  the  com- 
pany, and  he  may  repay  himself  for  such  payments  out  of 
any  moneys  afterwards  received  for  the  company. 

Sect.  20.     Whenever  the  directors  of  a  mutual  company  when  direc- 
shall  be  liable   to  pay  any  execution  against  the  company,  ciedi'tors'may 
the  creditor  may  recover  by  a  bill  in  equity  in  the  supreme  sue. 
judicial  court,  or  by  an  action  at  law  against  the  directors. 
And  any  director  who  shall  pay  any  execution  against  the  Directors  to 
company,  for  which  he  is  personally  liable,  may  have  a  suit  a^Lnst^Mi- 
at  law  with  equitable  remedies  for  contribution  against  any  poration. 
of  the  directors  for  their  proportion,  and  also  a  suit  at  law 
with  equitable  remedies   against  the   company,  or   the  in- 
dividual members  thereof,  who  may  be  liable  therefor  for 
money  so  paid  for  them :  provided,  that  no  member  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  more  than  double  the  amount  of  his  premium 
and  deposit  note. 

Sect.  21,      Every   member  of  a  mutual  company    shall,  Members  to 
at  the  expiration  of  his  policy,  have  a  share  in  the  funds  on"xpfra°tion 
after  all  expenses  and  losses  then  incurred  have  been  de-  °^  policy, 
ducted,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  by  him  paid  on  account 
of  said  policy,  according  to  the  contract,  policy,  or  by-laws. 

Sect.  22.     No  policy  shall  be  issued  by  any  mutual  fire  Policies  issued 
insurance  company  until  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  wheT|ioo^ooo 
have  been  subscribed  to  be  insured  by  the  companj^,  nor  for  i'^  subscribed. 
a  term  exceeding  seven  years ;  and  every  policy  made  by  Policies  to-cre- 
such  company  shall  create  a  lien  on  the  personal  property,  ' 

and  on  any  building  insured,  and  the  land  under  the  same. 
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for  securing  the  payment  of  the  deposit  note  and  any  sums 
Troviso.  assessed  upon  the  insured :  provided,  the  extent  of  the  lia- 

bility, and  the  intention  of  the  compan}-  to  rely  upon  the 
lien,  shall  be  set  forth  in  the  policy,  and  that  upon  the  alien- 
ation of  the  property  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  the  lien 
shall  cease  as  to  all  losses  yrhich  shall  hereafter  happen, 
unless  the  policy  shall  be  continued  by  consent  of  the  pur- 
chaser and  company.  And  if  it  shall  become  necessary  to 
resort  to  such  lien  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  secured 
thereby,  the  secretary  shall  demand  payment  from  the  in- 
sured, and  also  from  the  tenant  in  possession,  or  the  person 
having  possession  of  the  personal  property,  setting  forth  in 
writing  the  sum  due ;  and  in  case  of  non-payment,  the  com- 
pany may  sue,  and  levy  the  execution  upon  the  property  or 
estate.  The  officer  making  the  levy  may  sell  the  whole  or 
any  part  thereof  by  auction,  and  apply  the  proceeds  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  the  sale  of  an  equity  of  redemption  of 
real  estate ;  and  the  owner  shall  have  the  same  right  to  re- 
deem any  real  estate  thus  sold,  as  in  case  of  the  sale  of  an 
equity  of  redemption  upon  execution. 
May  insure  Sect.  23.  Mutual  fire  insuraucc  companies  are  empow- 
other  States,  crcd  to  iusurc  property  included  in  the  terms  of  their  char- 
ters, situated  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  Connec- 
ticut, New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania. 
Policies  to  de-  Sect.  24.  The  directors  of  mutual  fire  insurance  com- 
property. '^  ^  pauics  may  divide  the  property  insured  into  four  classes. 
The  policy  shall  designate  the  class,  and  the  assessments 
shall  be  made  upon  premiums  and  deposit  notes  belonging- 
Proviso,  iq  i\^Q  class  in  which  the  loss  occurs :  provided,  that  no 
policy  shall  be  issued  in  a  separate  class  until  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  subscribed  to  be  insured  in  that 
class.  The  expenses  of  the  company,  not  strictly  applicable 
to  either  class,  shall  be  apportioned  to  each  class,  according 
to  tlie  amount  of  premiums ;  and  in  a  division  of  the  funds 
and  returns  of  premiums  and  deposits,  each  member  is  en- 
titled to  receive  his  proportion  of  the  funds  belonging  to 
the  class  in  which  he  was  insured. 
Mutual niarine  Sect.  25.  No  policy  shall  be  issued  by  a  mutual  marine 
companies.      ingnrauce  company  until  the  members  thereof  have  signed 

an  agreement  substantially  as  follows,  viz. : — 
Form  of  agree-      "The    Subscribers,  members    of    the    M.    M.   Company, 
"^^'^  ■  severally  agree  to  pay  said  company,  on  demand,  the  sums 

set  against  their  names,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  may  be 
called  in  for  the  use  of  the  company,  in  money  or  promis- 
sory notes." 
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And  when  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  the  company  ;jh-^P.o;-- 
is  in  Boston,  or  fifty  thousand  if  elsewhere,  has  been  sub- 
scribed, and  the  president  and  directors  have  certihed  that 
the  subscribers  are  known  to  them,  and  they  believe  thein 
solvent  and  able  to  pay  their  subscriptions,  policies  may  be 
issued;  and  subsequent  subscriptions  shall  be  certified  in 
the  same  manner.     And  any  person  making  a  false  certifi- 
cate shall  be  liable  for  the  sum  which  the  subscriber  tails  to 
pay.     Any  company  may,  instead  of  the  subscriptions,  com- 
mence business  with  guaranty  stock  of  not  less  than  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  paid  in  and  invested,  and  may  pay  as  a 
dividend  upon  said  stock  the  same  per  cent,  ot  profits  as 
shall  be  declared  an  earned  premium,  and  may  pay  tfie  prin- 
cipal of  the  stock  when  the  net  profits  shall  be  sufficient  to 
replace   the   stock,  and  shall  have  been  invested.     Every  Members. 
person  subscribing  the  agreement  before  the  organization 
of  the  company,  and  every  person  insured,  shall  be  members 
thereof.     But  such  subscribers   shall  be  members  for  one 
year  only  after  the  organization,  and  those  Insured  shall  not 
be  members  after  the  termination  of  the  risk  and  the  pay- 
ment of  any  sum  due  by  reason  thereof.     When  the  profits  Dmsion  of 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  surplus 
above  that  sum  may  be  divided  among  those  entitled  thereto, 
according  to  the  by-laws  of  the  company. 

Sect.  '1Q.     The  subscriptions  provided  for  m  the  pi-eced-  How  subscnp- 
ino-  section,  whether  paid  in  money  or  notes,  shall  be  taken  ^eid  ami  used, 
fo?  premiums  for  insurance  thereafter  to  be  effected  for  the 
subscribers  by  the  company,  and  shall  be  held  for  losses  of 
the  company  as  they  accrue.     The  notes  shall  be  payable 
within  one  year  from  date,  shall  be  deemed  part  of  the  cap- 
ital, and  may  be  collected  or  negotiated  for  the  benefit  ot 
the  company.    And  if  the  company  shall  be  liable  for  losses  Liabiiity^of  of- 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  fund,  cash  unpaid,  premiums  tor  .^^^,^^,,, 
risks  terminated,  and  subscriptions,  the  president  and  direc 
tors  knowino-  the  condition  of  the  company,  shall  be  liable 
personally  to  the  insured  for  all  losses  occurring  on  insur- 
ance effected  while  such  state  of  things  continues.    And  the 
company  shall  not  have  at  risk  on  the  same  bottom  by  bot- 
tomry or  respondentia,  and  by  policies  on  vessels,  Ireiglit, 
or  property,  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  subscriptions 
and  investe'd  fund.     And  whenever,  by  means  of  open  poli- 
cies or  indorsements  thereon,  more  than  ten  per  cent,  is  so 
at  risk,  the  directors  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  obtain  rein- 
surance for  the  amount  of  such  excess  ;  and  in  case  of  wUtui 
neglect,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  company  all  loss  sustained 
by  reason  of  such  excess. 
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Mutual  life  Sect.  27.      Before  any  mutual  life  insurance  company 

companies,  i     n  •    j.  a-  .  -,     i        p  i  n       N 

when  to  go  in-  sliall  go  luto  Operation,  a  guaranty  capital   of  one  hundred 
to    operation,  tliousaud  doUars  shall  be  subscribed,  in  shares  of  one  hun- 

and    dueetors,  iip         • -,   . 

how  chosen,  drcd  dollars  each,  and  one-halt  paid  in  cash,  the  other  half 
to  be  paid  as  the  directors  may  determine.  The  sub- 
scribers or  holders  of  guaranty  stock  in  any  mutual  life 
insurance  company,  shall  choose  the  first  board  of  directors  ; 
at  all  subsequent  elections  they  shall  choose  a  majority  of 
the  directors  until  the  redemption  of  the  guaranty  stock. 
Dividends.  when  the  insured  shall  choose  all  the  directors.  The  stock- 
holders shall  be  entitled  to  such  annual  dividends,  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  per  cent.,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  at  the  time 
of  subscribing,  if  the  profits  of  the  company  are  sufficient 
for  that  purpose ;  and  if  less  than  the  sum  agreed,  it  shall 
be  made  equal  to  it  when  the  profits  of  the  company  are 
Redemption  of  sufficient.  One-quartcr  of  the  estimated  surplus  fund  above 
stock!^  ^^  -  the  risks,  losses,  expenses,  and  dividends,  shall  be  reserved, 
to  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  guaranty  stock;  and 
after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  organization, 
when  the  amount  reserved  shall  be  sufficient,  and  the  in- 
sured shall  so  vote,  the  guaranty  stock  may  be  redeemed. 
At  the  expiration  of  every  five  years,  the  residue  of  the 
estimated  surplus  funds  shall  be  divided  among  the  insured 
in  proportion  to  the  whole  amount  of  premiums  paid  during 
the  preceding  five  years. 
Insurance  by  Sect.  28.  A  policy  of  iusuraucc  on  the  life  of  any  per- 
benefi't^'of  an-  SOU,  cxprcssed  to  bc  for  the  benefit  of  a  married  woman, 
other, to  enure,  -^v^hether  made  by  herself,  her  husband,  or  any  other  person, 
shall  enure  to  her  separate  use  and  benefit,  and  that  of  her 
children,  independently  of  her  husband  or  his  creditors,  or 
the  person  effecting  the  same,  or  his  creditors.  A  trustee 
may  bc  appointed  by  the  party  obtaining  the  policy,  or  in 
case  of  no  appointment  by  such  party,  then  by  the  judge  of 
probate  for  the  county  in  which  the  party  for  whose  benefit 
said  policy  is  made  resides,  to  hold  the  interest  of  the 
married  woman  in  such  policy,  or  the  proceeds  thereof.  A 
policy  effected  by  any  person  on  his  own  life,  or  on  the  life 
of  another,  expressed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  such  other  or 
his  representatives,  or  a  third  person,  the  person  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  made  shall  be  entitled  thereto,  against  the 
creditors  and  the  representatives  of  the  person  effecting  the 
same.  If  the  premium  is  paid  by  any  person  with  intent  to 
defraud  his  creditors,  an  amount  equal  to  the  premium  so 
paid,  with  interest  thereon,  shall  enure  to  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors. 
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Sect.  29.     Every  company  empowered  to  make  insurance  Payment  of 
on  lives  upon  land,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  or^pj^fits^'^^o 
for  the  payment  of  a  certain  share  of  the  profits  to  the  Mass.  General 
Massachusetts   General  Hospital,  as  are  imposed  on  the    "^^^^^ ' 
Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company.     And  the 
net  profits  of  the  business  of  mutual  life  insurance  compa- 
nies, one-third  of  which  they  are  required  to  pay  to  the 
trustees  of  said  hospital,  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  excess  of 
the  dividends   over  six  per  cent.,  annually,  payable  by  the 
said  companies,  to  the  holders  of  the  guaranty  stock  actually 
paid  in.     And  after  the  guaranty  stock  shall  be  redeemed, 
the  companies  shall  pay  to  the  said  trustees  the   same  sum 
annually  as  before  the  redemption. 

Sect.  30.     The  word  foreign,  used  in  this  act,  applies  to  Foreign   com- 
all  companies  not  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  this  ^'^^^^^' 
Commonwealth. 

Sect.  31.     No  foreign  insurance  company,  by  their  agent  Agents  not  to 
in  this  Commonwealth,  shall  insure  property  in  this  Common-  capital  st^ock  Is 
wealth,  or  contract  for  insurance  with  any  residents  in  this  Sioo.ooo,  and 
Commonwealth,  unless  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  pUed  with?°'"" 
amounts  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  sums 
which  shall  have  been  paid  in  and  invested,  exclusive  of 
stockholders'  obligations  of  any  description,  and  the  debts  of 
the  company;  nor  unless  the  company  is  restricted  by  its 
charter,  or  otherwise,  from  incurring  any  greater  hazard,  in 
one  risk,  than  one-tenth  of  its  capital,  nor  unless  the  com- 
pany shall  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  32.     Every   foreign   insurance    company    shall,  in  General  agents 
writing,  appoint  a  citizen  of  this   Commonwealth,  resident  *°  ^^  appoint- 

.  ^  •  1      .  •  .        ed  in  writing. 

therein,  a  general  agent,  with  instructions  to  accept  service 
of  all  lawful  processes  against  the  company,  in  like  manner 
as  if  the  company  had  existed  and  been  duly  served  with 
process  in  this  Commonwealth.  And  a  copy  of  the  writing,  ^  ^^  |^g 
duly  certified  and  authenticated,  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  filed. 
of  the  secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  copies  certified 
by  the  secretary  shall  be  evidence  in  the  courts  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. This  agency  shall  be  continued  while  any  liabil- 
ity remains  outstanding  against  the  company  in  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  the  power  shall  not  be  revoked  until  the 
same  power  is  given  to  another,  and  a  copy  thereof  filed  as 
aforesaid.  And  service  upon  such  agent  shall  be  deemed 
sufficient  service  upon  the  principal. 

Sect.  33.     The  general  agent  shall,  before  any  insurance  General  agents 
is  made  by  the  foreign  insurance  company,  give  a  bond  to  to  give  bonds, 
the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  one  or  more  sure- 
50 
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ties,  to  be  approved  by  him,  in  the   sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  with  conditions  that  he  will  accept  service  of  all 
lawful  processes  against  the  company  in  the  manner  provid- 
Ascents  to       ed  in  the  thirty-second  section  of  this  act ;  and  every  agent 
make  returns.  ^^  ^^^   foreign  insurance  company  doing  business  in  this 
Commonwealth,  shall,  before  making  any  insurance,  give  a 
bond  to  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  one  or 
more   sureties,  to  be  approved  by  him,  in  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  with  conditions  that  he  will,  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  in  each  year,  make  return  on 
oath  to  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  of  the  amount 
insured  by  him,  the  premiums  received,  and  assessments  col- 
lected during  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
November  preceding,  and  at  the  same  time  pay  to  the  treas- 
urer the  tax  provided  in  the  thirty-fourth  section  of  this  act. 
Taxes, &c.,iin-      Sect.  34.     Whenever,  by  the  laws  of  any  other  State, 
a°ents ofother  ^^J  taxcs,  fiucs,  penalties,  deposits  of  money,  or  of  securi- 
states.  ties   or  other  obligations,  are   or -shall  be  imposed   upon 

insurance  companies  incorporated  or  organized  under  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  transacting  business  in 
such  other  State,  or  upon  the  agents  of  such  insurance  com- 
panies, then,  so  long  as  such  law  or  laws   shall  continue  in 
force,  the  same  taxes,  fines,  penalties,  deposits  and  obliga- 
tions, shall  be  imposed  upon  all  insurance  companies  doing 
business  in  this  Commonwealth,  which  are  incorporated  or 
organized  under  the  laws  of  such  other  State,  and  upon 
their  agents. 
Copy  of  char-      Sect.  35.     The  general  agent  of  every  foreign  insurance 
deposited.        company  shall,  before  any  insurance  is  made,  deposit  with 
the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  copy  of  the  charter  of 
the  company,  and  a  statement,  in  the  form  appended  to  this 
act,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  president  and  secretary,  and 
To  publish       shall,  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  annually,  trans- 
emen  .       ^^-^  ^  Statement  in  the  form  appended  to  this  act,  signed 
and  sworn  to  by  the  president  and  secretary,  made  up  to 
the  time  of  the  last  annual  statement  of  such  company  to 
the   secretary  of  the   Commonwealth,  and  shall  publish  a 
copy  thereof  twice,  in  two   different  newspapers  in  each 
county  in  which  the  company  has  established  an  agency,  and 
in  counties  in  which  but  one  newspaper  is  published,  three 
successive  weeks. 
Validity  of  Sect.  36.     If  iusuraucc  is  made  by  a  foreign  insurance 

contracts  and  -xi        j.  i    •  ',1^1  •    •!•  p  xi,* 

liability  of      compauy,  without  complying  with  the  requisitions  oi  this 

agents.  act,  the  coutract  shall  be  valid ;  but  the  agent  making  the 

insurance  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalty  provided  in  the 
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thirty-ninth  section  of  this  act.  And  if  any  such  company 
shall  neglect;  after  notice  by  the  treasurer  of  this  Common- 
"wealth,  to  appoint  a  general  agent,,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  they  shall  not  recover  any  premium  or 
assessment  made  by  them  on  any  contract  of  insurance  with 
a  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  until  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  complied  with. 

Sect.  37.  Every  insurance  company  in  this  Common- Annuaireturns 
wealth  shall,  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  annually,  *°  ^®  "^^'^*'' 
transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  state- 
ment, made  up  to  the  first  day  of  the  month,  in  the  form 
appended  to  this  act,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  president 
and  secretary.  And  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
shall,  annually,  in  the  month  of  October,  furnish  to  the  in- 
surance companies  two  or  more  printed  copies  of  the  form 
of  return  to  be  made  by  them. 

Sect.  38.  The  companies  now  incorporated  shall,  within  Existing  com- 
one  year,  conform  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  re- ^o^j?^''tVt^is'act 
turns  made  in  December  next  shall  conform  thereto.  The 
charters  of  all  companies  that  do  not  give  notice  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
charter,  and  organize  within  one  year  from  its  date,  shall 
be  void. 

Sect.  39.     Any  person  who  shall  procure  payment   or  penalty  for 
any  obligation   for   the   payment   of  any  premium  for  in-  pJ'°'^""^^  p^J" 
surance,  by  false  or  fraudulent   representations,  shall   be  false  Vepre'sen- 
punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or*^*^^°°®- 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months,  for  each  offence. 

Sect.  40.  Any  agent  making  insurance  in  violation  of  Forfeiture  for 
this  act,  or  any  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  forfeit,  for  ^j.'^^^^^^^  *^^® 
each  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars ;  and 
every  person  who  shall  make  contract  for,  receive,  or  trans- 
mit proposals  for  insurance,  or  receive  for  delivery,  policies 
founded  on  proposals  forwarded  by  him  from  this  Common- 
wealth, shall  be  deemed  the  agent  of  the  company,  within 
the  meaning  of  this  act. 

Sect.  41.     Every  insurance  company,  and  every  agent  of  Penalty  for 
a  foreign  insurance  company,  neglecting  to  make  the  returns  mallrreturns*. 
required  by  this  act,  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars  for 
each  and  every  day's  neglect,  to  be  recovered  by  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  42.     The  secretary,  treasurer,  and  auditor  of  this  insurance 
Commonwealth,  are  made  insurance  commissioners,  and  may  m^^ppoinlan 
appoint  an  actuary  to  examine  the  statements  and  bonds  of  actuary. 
all  insurance  companies  and  agents,  and  to  render  other 
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services  necessary  to  secure  a  compliance  with  this  act,  and 
prosecute  all  infractions  thereof;  and  the  governor  and 
council  may  allow  a  reasonable  compensation  for  services 
rendered  and  expenses  incurred,  in  enforcing  the  provisions 
Annual  ab-  of  this  act.  The  Secretary  of  state  shall  prepare  an  abstract 
printed,  °&c^  of  all  the  Statements  by  the  companies,  and  by  the  agents 
of  foreign  companies,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  printed 
and  furnished  to  the  legislature  in  the  month  of  January, 
annually. 
Companies  to  Sect.  43.  All  iusurancc  companies  incorporated  by,  and 
a  opt  y-  aws.  ^^-^^^  busincss  under,  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  may, 
at  any  annual  or  special  meeting  thereof,  adopt  any  by-laws 
for  the  administration  or  regulation  of  their  business,  which 
shall  not  be  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  their  respective 
charters,  or  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 
Acts  repealed,  Sect.  44.  The  following  acts,  viz. :  the  thirty-seventh 
Baying,  -c.  chapter  of  the  Eevised  Statutes ;  the  two  hundred  and 
eighth  chapter  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirt3^-six ;  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-second 
chapter  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-seven ;  the  thirty-fifth  and  the  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eighth  chapters  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  the  ninth  and  twenty- 
first  chapters  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-two ;  the  eighty-second  chapter  of  the 
statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four ; 
the  seventeenth  and  fifty-fifth  chapters  of  the  statutes  passed 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five ;  the  two  hun- 
'  dred  and  forty-eighth  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-third 
chapters  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven ;  the  eighty-first  chapter  of  the  statutes 
passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight ;  the  one 
hundred  and  fourth  chapter,  so  far  as  relates  to  insurance 
companies,  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty -nine ;  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-ninth 
chapter  and  the  three  hundred  and  eighth  chapter,  so  far  as 
relates  to  insurance  companies,  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty ;  the  ninetieth,  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seventh,  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-fifth,  the 
one  hundred  and  seventieth,  the  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
first,  and  the  three  hundred  and  thirty-first  chapters  of  the 
statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one ; 
the  two  hundred  and  twenty-seventh,  the  two  hundred  and 
thirty-first,  and  the  three  hundred  and  eleventh  chapters  of 
the  statutes  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
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two ;  the  three  hundred  and  thirty-third  and  three  hundred 
and  seventy-sixth  chapters  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three ;  and  all  other  general 
laws  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed ;  saving  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  individuals,  and 
corporations,  any  forfeitures  and  penalties  which  have  ac- 
crued for  violations  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  repealed. 
Sect.  45 


now  pending. 


This  act  shall  have  no   efi'ect  in  any  action  Not  to  aflect 

pending    ac- 


FORMS  OF  RETURNS  FOR  ALL  INSURANCE  COMPANIES 
WITH  SPECIFIC  CAPITAL,  DOING  BUSINESS  IN  THIS 
COMMONWEALTH,  CHARTERED  BY  ANY  ONE  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


Place  where  located. 

Name  or  title  of  Company. 

Amount  of  Capital  Stock. 

Amount  of  United  States  Stocks  and  Treasury  Notes ;  stating 
the  amount  of  each  kind. 

Bank  and  State  Stocks ;  amounts  of  each  kind,  and  the  number 
of  Bank  shares. 

Loans  on  Bottomry  and  Respondentia. 

Amount  invested  in  Real  Estate. 

Amount  of  Loans  on  Real  Estate,  secured  by  Mortgage. 

iioans  on  Collateral  and  Personal  Security. 

Loans  on  Personal  Security  only. 

Cash  on  hand. 
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Reserved,  or  Contingent  Fund. 

Amount  invested  in  Railroad  Stock ;  stating  each  kind,  num- 
ber of  shares  of  each,  and  amount. 

Amount  of  Losses  ascertained  and  unpaid. 

Amount  of  estimated  Losses,  exclusive  of  such  as  are  returned, 
'    as  ascertained  and  unpaid. 

Amount  of  Premium  Notes  on  Risks  terminated. 

Amount  of  Premium  Notes  on  Risks  not  terminated. 

Total  amount  of  Premium  Notes. 

Amount  of  Notes  considered  bad  or  doubtful,  not  charged  to 
Profit  and  Loss. 

Amount  of  Marine  Risks  undetermined. 

Amount  of  Fire  Risks  undetermined. 

Amount  of  Premiums  on  Fire  Risks  undetermined. 

Average  Annual  Dividends  for  five  preceding  years,  if  so  long 
incorporated,  or  since  incorporated. 

Highest  rate  of  Interest  received  on  Loans,  excepting  on 
Bottomry  or  Respondentia. 

Highest  Rate  of  Interest  or  Discount  paid  for  moneys  borrowed 
by  the  Company. 

Amount  borrowed,  and  on  what  security. 

What  amount  of  the  Capital  is  pledged  to  the  Company. 
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Amount  of  Fire  Losses  paid  the  last  year. 


Amount  of  Marine  Losses  paid  tlie  last  year. 


Number  of  shares  of  the  Capital  Stock  owned  by  the  Com- 
pany, or  that  remain  unsubscribed  for. 


FORM  OF  A  RETURN  FOR  MUTUAL  MARINE  OR  MUTUAL 
FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  OFFICES. 


Name  or  title  of  the  Company. 


Place  where  located. 


Amount  of  Assets. 


Schedule  of  Assets,  viz. 


Cash. 


Premium  Notes  on  Risks  terminated. 


Premium  Notes  on  Risks  not  terminated. 


Other  notes ;  stating  how  secured,  and  for  what  given. 


Debts  due  to  the  Company,  and  how  originated,  (other  than 
notes  mentioned  above.) 


All  other  property ;  specifying  amount  and  value  of  each  kind 
of  property  and  stocks. 


Losses  paid  during  the  year,  ending ,  on  Marine  Risks. 


Return  Premiums,  paid  or  credited  during  the  same  time,  on 
Marine  Risks. 
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Losses  paid  on  Fire  Risks  during  same  time. 

Amount  of  Losses  ascertained  and  unpaid,  on  Marine  Risks. 

Amount  of  Losses  ascertained  and  unpaid,  on  Fire  Risks. 

Estimated  amount  of  Losses  on  claims  unliquidated  on  Marine 
Risks. 

Estimated  amount  of  Losses  on  claims  unliquidated  on  Fire 
Risks. 

Amount  of  expenses  paid. 

Amount  Insured,  during  the  year,  on  Marine  Risks. 

Amount  of  Premium  on  Marine  Risks. 

Amount  Insured,  during  tlie  year,  on  Fire  Risks. 

Amount  of  Premium  on  Fire  Risks. 

Amount  of  Marine  Risks  terminated. 

Amount  of  Premium  on  Marine  Risks  terminated. 

Amount  of  Fire  Risks  terminated. 

Amount  of  Premium  on  Fire  Risks  terminated. 

Amount  of  undetermined  Marine  Risks. 

Amount  of  Premium  on  undetermined  Marine  Risks. 

Amount  of  undetermined  Fire  Risks. 
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Amount  of  Premiums  on  undetermined  Fire  Risks. 

Amount  of  Debts  owed  by  the  Company,  other  than  those  for 
Losses  above-mentioned ;  state  for  what,  and  how  secured. 

Highest  Rate  of  Interest  received. 

Highest  Rate  of  Interest  paid. 

Amount  of  liability  of  parties  insured,  to  assessment,  over  and 
above  the  amount  paid  for  premium  and  deposit  money. 

Amountof  Premiums  included  in  the  Assets,  which  the  assured 
have  the  right  to  have  endorsed  on  notes  making  part  of  the 
assets  above-mentioned. 

Amount  of  delinquent  notes,  included  in  the  assets  above. 

Amount  of  Dividends  made  during  the  last  five  years,  or  since 
incorporated,  if  incorporated  less  than  five  years. 

FORM  OF  RETURN  FOR  ALL  MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANIES  DOING  BUSINESS  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH, 
AND  CHARTERED  IN  ANY  ONE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Name  of  the  Company. 


Where  located. 


Date  of  commencement  of  business. 


Amount  insured  by  existing  Policies. 


Amount  of  Premiums  and  Deposits  received  on  same. 


Portion  of  Premiums  and  Deposits  received  in  money. 
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Portion  of  Premiums  and  Deposits  received  in  notes. 


Amount   of  Assets,   other  than  notes  received  for  Premiums 
and  Deposits  ;  state  particularly  of  what  they  consist. 


Amount  of  Losses  paid  during  the  last  five  years,  or  since  the 
commencement  of  business,  if  less  than  five  years. 


Amount  assessed  on  Notes  for  the  same  period. 


Amount  assessed  beyond  the  amount  of  Notes. 


Amount  of  liabilities  of  parties  insured  to  assessment,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  already  collected. 


Amount  of  Assessments  uncollected. 


Amount  of  Dividends  paid  to  Policy-holders,  during  same 
period. 


Amount  of  Policies  terminated  the  past  year. 


Amount  of  Policies  issued  the  past  year. 


Amount  of  Premiums  and  Deposits  received  for  said  Policies. 


Amount  of  Losses  paid  the  past  year. 


Amount  of  Losses  ascertained  and  unpaid. 


Amount  of  Assessments  on  Notes  the  past  year. 


Amount  of  Assessments  the  past  year,  beyond  the  amount  of 

Notes. 


Amount  of  Dividends  paid  to  Policy-holders  the  past  year. 
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Amount  of  Debts   owed  by   the   Company,   for  money  bor- 
rowed, or  otherwise. 

Highest  rate  of  Interest  paid. 

Highest  rate  of  Interest  received. 

Amount  Insured  on  Real  Estate. 

Amount  Insured  on  Personal  Property. 

Amount  Insured  on  First  Class. 

Amount  Insured  on  Second  Class. 

Amount  Insured  on  Third  Class. 

Amount  Insured  on  Fourth  Class. 

Premiums  and  Deposits  received  in  First  Class. 

Premiums  and  Deposits  received  in  Second  Class. 

Premiums  and  Deposits  received  in  Third  Class. 

Premiums  and  Deposits  received  in  Fourth  Class. 

Lopses  in  First  Class. 

Losses  in  Second  Class. 

Losses  in  Third  Class. 

Losses  in  Fourth  Class. 

• 
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Amount  of  Expenses  of  the  Company  during  the  year. 


Amount  charged  for  proposals,  policies,  assignments,  and  other 
papers. 


FORM  OF  RETURN  FOR  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANIES, 
INCLUDING  MUTUAL,  CHARTERED  BY  ANY  ONE  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


Name  of  the  Company. 

Where  located. 

Amount  Insured  by  existing  Policies. 

Present  value  of  existing  Policies,  or  amount  requisite  for  re- 
insurance. 

If  estimated,  state  the  grounds  upon  which  said  estimate  is  pre- 
dicated. 

Amount  of  the  Assets  of  the  Company. 

How  invested ;  state  each  kind. 

Amount  due  for  Losses. 

Amount  due  on  other  claims,  including  Dividends. 

Amount  received  for  Premiums  the  past  year. 

Amount  received  for  Interest  the  past  year. 

Amount  of  all  expenses  the  past  year. 

• 

Amount  paid  to  Agents  the  past  year. 
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Amount  of  Losses  the  past  year. 


I     Amount  of  Guaranty  Funds. 


How  are  Dividends  paid  ;  whether  in   cash,  scrip,  or  other- 
wise, on  credit. 


FORM  OF  RETURN  FOR  FOREIGN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES, 
CHARTERED  WITHOUT  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Name  of  Company. 

Where  located. 

Amount  of  Capital. 

Amount  secured  by  mortgage  of  Real  Estate. 

Amount  invested  in  United  States  and  State  Stocks. 

Amount  of  Stock  in  Incorporated  Companies ;  stating  what 
Companies, 

Amount  of  other  Assets,  particularizing  each  item  of  invest- 
ment. 

[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Business  of  Loan  and  Fund  Associations.       Chcin.  454 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represejita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Any  persons,  not  less  than  fifty  in  number,  and  Loan  fund  as- 

•  1.  1  11  x^ji  sociations    au- 

their  successors,  may  become  a  body  corporate,  tor  the  pur-  thorized. 
pose  of  accumulating  a  fund  to  be  lent  on  real  estate  security, 
or  divided  among  its  members ;  and  such  corporation,  the 
stockholders  and  officers  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
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powers,  privileges,  and  remedies,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  public 
statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  in  such  acts  as  may 
hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court  in  relation  to 
such  corporations. 
Business.when      Sect.  2.     Before  any  such  corporation  shall  commence  its 
to  commence,  -bugji^ggg^  a  majority  of  the   shares  thereof,  being  not  less 
than  three  hundred  in  number,  shall  have  been  subscribed 
for,  and  the  entrance  fees  thereon  paid  in ;  and  the  presi- 
dent and  secretary  thereof,  under  their  hands  and  seals, 
shall  have  made  a  certificate,  which  shall  specify : — 
First.  The  corporate  name  of  such  corporation. 
Secondly.  The  name  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such 
corporation  is  to  be  located. 

Thirdly.  The  amount  of  its  capital  stock,  and  the  number 
of  shares  into  which  the  same  shall  be  divided. 

Fourthly.  The   names  and   places  of   residence   of  the 
stockholders,  and  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each. 

Fifthly.  The  time  when  such  corporation  was  organized. 
Certificate  and      Which  certificate  shall  be  acknowledged  before  a  justice 
fiied^^^  ^°      of  the  peace,  and  recorded  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the 
county  in  which  such  corporation  is  to  be  located,  and  a 
copy  thereof,  and  of  the  by-laws  of  the   said  association, 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth ;  and  copies  of  such  certificate,  duly  attested  by  the 
register  of  deeds  or  secretary  of  the   Commonwealth,  shall 
be  admitted  as  sufficient  evidence  in  all  the  courts  of  law, 
and  on  all  occasions  whatever :  provided,  however,  that  no 
corporation  established  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
take  the  name  of  any  corporation,  or  association,  heretofore 
organized  or  incorporated  in  this  Commonwealth  for  similar 
purposes, 
statement  to       Sect.  3.     Every  sucli  corporation  shall,  annually,  in  the 
e  pu  IS  e  .  j-j^Q^^j-^  Q^  January,  publish  in  one   or  more  newspapers,  in 
the  county  where   such  corporation  shall  have  its  place  of 
business,  a  statement,  verified  by  the  oaths  of  its  president 
and  secretary,  setting  forth  its  actual  financial  condition, 
and  the  amount  of  its  property  and  liabilities,  and  shall  also 
deposit  a  copy  of  said  statement,  verified  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Loans,  how  to      Sect.  4.     Every  such  corporation  shall  lend  its  funds  on 
e  ma  e.      ^^^  estate  sccurity  only  j'^'and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions, 
and  in  the  manner  which  shall  be  specified  by  its  by-laws, 
and  no  loan  shall  be  made  by  any  such  corporation  to  any 
person  not  a  member. 


1854— Chapter  454.  407 

Si;CT.  5.     Any  existing  association,  formed  for  the  pur-  ^<=t  may  apply 
poses  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  may  be  sociations! 
entitled  to  the  full  benefit  and  privileges  of  this  act,  and 
may  organize  itself  as  a  corporation  under  the  same,  by 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  hereof. 

Sect.  6.     Such  corporation  shall  have  no  power  to  con-  Debts, 
tract  debts,  other  than  those  connected  with  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  their  business. 

Sect.   7.     Every  such  corporation  shall  terminate,  except  Corporation  to 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  its  afiairs,  whenever  all  its  shares 
shall  have  been  redeemed  by  loans  or  advances  thereon,  or 
whenever  the  funds  and  property  of  the  corporation  shall 
be  sufficient  to  pay,  upon  the  unredeemed  shares,  the  value  , 

thereof  as  fixed  by  the  by-laws  of  such  corporation,  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  afore- 
said :  provided^  however^  that  every  borrower  from  such  Proviso, 
corporation,  or  association,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  his 
bond  and  mortgage,  or  other  evidence  of  indebtedness,  can- 
celled and  discharged,  whenever  he  shall  have  repaid  an 
amount  equal  to  the  principal  sum  borrowed,  together  with 
the  monthly  interest  thereon,  and  his  fines  for  defaults. 

Sect.  8.     The    supreme    judicial   court    shall   have   full  Supreme  judi- 

.     !•,.  .  •  L  c      ^^        ^     •  t  ^  ^   •    ^  cial     court      to 

jurisdiction  in  equity  oi  ail  claims   or  disputes  which  may  ^ave  jurisdic- 
arise  between  any  such  corporation  and  any  of  its  members.  *i°"'  '^■''• 

Sect.  9.     No  member  of  any  such  corporation,  who  has  Members  in- 
borrowed  money  of  the  same,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  on  to"ote.  ^°* 
any  question  afi"ecting  the  claim  of  such  corporation  against 
himself. 

Sect.  10.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     'lApproved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 
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Secretary's  Office. 

By  the  256tli  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1851,  entitled  ''An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  Change  of  Names  of  Persons/'  it  is 
provided  that  "  the  judges  of  probate  for  the  several  coun- 
ties shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  December,  make  a  re- 
turn to  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
all  changes  of  names  made  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
and  such  returns  shall  be  published  in  a  tabular  form,  with 
the  statutes  of  each  year."  And  the  following  returns  are 
all  that  have  been  received  at  this  department  in  accord- 
ance with  said  act."^" 

ESSEX.  ' 

February  1,  1853.  Jane  E.  Danforth,  of  Danvers,  takes 
the  name  of  Jane  E.  Niles. 

May  17.  Charles  Albert  Solarris,  of  Danvers,  takes  the 
name  of  Charles  Albert  Lawrence. 

June  7.  William  Pool,  of  Rockport,  takes  the  name  of 
"William  Choate  Pool. 

November  1.  Mary  Ann  Griffin,  of  Salem,  takes  the 
name  of  Susan  Swan  Griffin.  William  Henry  Hicer,  of 
Salem,  takes  the  name  of  William  Henry  Parker. 

The  decrees  under  date  of  February  1,  May  17,  and  June 
7,  were  made  by  Daniel  A.  White,  former  Judge,  and  the 
two  latter  by  N.  S.  Howe,  present  Judge  of  Probate. 

MIDDLESEX. 

January  11, 1853.  Emerson  Pepper,  of  Lowell,  (a  minor,) 
takes  the  name  of  Frederick  Emerson  Willis. 

May  17.  Margaret  Grace  French,  of  Cambridge,  (single 
woman,)  takes  the  name  of  Margaret  Grace  Hastings. 

November  1.  Walter  Powers,  of  Reading,  takes  the 
name  of  Thomas  Walter  Powers.     John  McCarty,  Ann,  his 

*  No  returns  have  ever  been  made,  under  this  Act,  from  the  County  of  Suftblk. 
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wife,  and  Charles,  Andrew,  Jolm,  and  Mary  Frances  McCar- 
•  ty,  his  children,  all  of  Lowell,  take  the   surname  of  Mack, 
instead  of  McCarty. 

Decreed  by  S.  P.  P.  Pay,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County 
of  Middlesex. 

WORCESTEE. 

January  4,  1853.  Windsor  Adams,  of  Brookfield,  (a  mi- 
nor,) son  of  Abioiail  Adams,  deceased,  takes  the  name  of 
Windsor  Adams  Bowen. 

July  5.  Major  Chamberlin,  of  Southbridge,  (a  minor.) 
takes  the  name  of  Andrew  M.  Chamberlin.  Emily  Todd,  of 
Worcester,  takes  the  name  of  Emily  S.  Walden.  Nathaniel 
Eichardson,  and  Emeline  Richardson,  his  wife,  adopt  Emily 
Barber,  daughter  of  John  P.  Barber,  of  Winchendon,  and 
said  Emily  takes  the  name  of  Emily  Barber  Richardson. 

August  2.  James  E.  Cheney,  and  Caroline  A.  Cheney,  of 
Holdcn,  adopt  a  female  child  named  Mary  Davis,  and 
said  Mary  Davis  takes  the-  name  of  Mary  Davis  Cheney. 
Stephen  Harrington,  of  Worcester,  adopt  Nancy  Ann  Tem- 
ple, an  orphan  child,  daughter  of  Samuel  Temple  and  Nancy 
Temple,  late  of  Holden,  deceased,  and  said  Nancy  Ann 
takes  the  name  of  Nancy  Ann  Harrington. 

October  4.  John  Hagan,  of  Upton,  and  Ann  B[agan,  his 
wife,  adopt  James  Williams,  (a  minor,)  of  the  age  of  18 
weeks,  son  of  Jane  Randies,  widow,  and  said  James  Wil- 
liams takes  the  name  of  James  Williams  Hagan.  Eras- 
tus  J.  Barrows,  and  Nancy  A.  Barrows,  his  wife,  adopt  Jane, 
an  infant  daughter  of  Catharine  Head,  of  Clinton,  and  said 
Jane  takes  the  name  of  Jane  Barrows. 

December  6.  Augustus  F.  Fuller,  and  Achsah  Fuller,  his 
wife,  of  Holden,  adopt  Eugene  F.  Brigham,  (a  minor,)  son  of 
Mary  S.  Swan,  aged  five  years,  and  said  Eugene  takes 
the  name  of  Eugene  Brigham  Fuller.  G.  Q.  A.  Bryant,  and 
Louisa  Ann  Bryant,  his  wife,  adopt  Finette  Louisa  Miller, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Miller  and  Mary  Ann  Miller,  and  said 
Finette  takes  the  name  of  Finette  Louisa  Bryant.  Silas 
Andrew  Freeman,  of  Millbury,  takes  the  name  of  Andrew 
Silas  Freeman. 

Decreed  by  Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Worcester. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

January  4,  1853.  Frances  Laura  Miller,  of  Northamp- 
ton, takes  the  name  of  Sarah  Jane  Miller. 
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May  3.  Albert  Henry  Saunders,  of  Middlefield,  takes 
the  name  of  John  Henry  Damon.  Nancy  Haydon,  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, takes  the  name  of  Nancy  Hannum. 

September  6.  Perrin  Mathews,  of  South  Hadley,  takes 
the  name  of  Charles  Perrin  Mathews. 

Decreed  by  Ithamar  Conkey,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Hampshire. 

HAMPDEX. 

Michael  Corbett,  of  Palmer,  takes  the  name  of  Charles 
Corbett.  Moses  Chapin,  2d,  of  Chicopee,  takes  the  name 
of  Moses  Whitman  Chapin. 

Decreed  by  Henry  Smith  Register  for  the  County  of 
Hampden. 

NORFOLK. 

February  26,  1853.  Anderson  Hollingsworth,  of  Brain- 
tree,  takes  the  name  of  Ellis  Anderson  Hollingsworth. 

May  7.  Frederick  Graham  Howard,  of  Brookline,  takes 
the  name  of  Benjamin  Chandler  Howard. 

Decreed  by  W.  S.  Leland,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  Norfolk. 

PLYMOUTH. 

November  1,  1853.  Michael  Marea,  of  North  Bridge- 
water,  takes  the  name  of  Shearman  T.  Marea. 

Decreed  by  Aaron  Hobart,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Plymouth. 

BRISTOL. 

Pardon  A.  Sisson,  of  New  Bedford,  takes  the  name  of 
Edward  R.  Sisson.  John  Wood,  of  New  Bedford,  takes 
the  name  of  John  Franklin  Wood.  Cornelius  Mahoney,  of 
Raynham,  takes  the  name  of  Cornelius  Allen  White. 

Decreed  by  Oliver  Prescott,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Bristol. 

BARNSTABLE. 

January  11,  1853.  Emma  Adelaide  Ward,  minor  child  of 
Charles  AVard,  of  Chatham,  takes  the  name  of  Kezia  Ade- 
laide Ward. 

February  8.  Robert  Austin  Lovell,  of  Barnstable,  takes 
the  name  of  Austin  Lovell.  Forbes  Douns,  minor  child  of 
Mary  N.  Douns,  of  Dennis,  takes  the  name  of  Isaac  Downs. 

April  18.  Isaac  Smith,  2d,  of  Harwich,  takes  the  name 
of  Isaac  Harvey  Smith. 
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May  17.  Alvin  W.  Rich,  minor  child  of  Michael  A.  Rich, 
of  Truro,  takes  the  name  of  Michael  A.  Rich.  Henry  Phi- 
neas  Shaw,  minor  child  of  Sarah  Shaw,  of  Truro,  takes  the 
name  of  Cornelius  Henry  Shaw. 

August  9.  Julia  Nye  Loring,  a  minor,  of  Barnstable, 
"  whose  parents  are  both  deceased,  takes  the  name  of  Julia 
Annette  Loring. 

Decreed  by  Nymphas  Marston,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Barnstable. 

No  returns  from  Berkshire,  Franklin,  Nantucket,  and  Dukes  Counties. 


RESOLVES 


PASSED    BY    THE 


Segbldun  of  ^usntliiisdis. 


Resolve  to  pay  the  late  Acting  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Chap.    1. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  ^30  to  acting 
treasuiT  of  the   Commonwealth,  to  William   Schouler,  the  ^^^^^ .  '^^""^f 

*'       .  '  .  ,      ^  organization  01 

sum  of  thirty  dollars,  in  full  paj^ment  for  his   services  as  legislature, 
acting-clerk  of  the  House   of  Representatives,  during  the 
organization  thereof,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session ;  and  that  a  warrant  be   drawn  accordingly.     [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  January  25,  1854.] 

Resolve  in  addition  to  a  Resolve  for  Printing  the  State  Prison  Report.  Chcip.    2. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  ooo  additional 
the  time  being,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  p^P'o^  "gp^r^t!^ 
printed  annually,  in  addition  to  those  already  ordered,  by  a 
resolve  passed  March  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred 'and 
fifty-one,  chapter  twenty-first,  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
State  Prison  Report,  for  the  use  of  the  inspectors  of  said 
prison.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  4,  1854.] 

Resolve  for  the  pay  of  the  Legislature  and  its  Officers,  monthly.       ChttV.    3. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Monthly  pay 
Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of  the  legislature,  at  the  °f  members. 
end  of  every  month  during  its  session,  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars :  provided,  it  shall  appear  by  the  certificate  of  the  clerk 
of  either  House,  that  the  pay  of  the  member  for  the  month, 
at  two  dollars  per  day,  amounts  to  that  sum,  not  including 
travel,     Also^  that  there  be  paid  to  the  clerks,  messengers, 
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door-keepers  and  pages  of  the  two  Houses,  a  proportionate 
sum,  upon  producing  the  proper  certificate;  and  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor,  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  treasurer,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  above  specified. 
[Apj[)roved  by  the  Governor,  February  7,  1854.] 

ChajJ.   4.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Frances  C.  Clarke. 

Frances  c.  Resolvecl,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the 

Clarke  author- 

izedtoseiicer-  Said  Franccs  C.  Clarke  be,  and  she  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
tain  lot  of  land  ggH^  at  public  or  private  sale,  the  lot  of  land  in  the  Forest 
Hills  Cemetery,  named  in  her  said  petition,  of  which  her 
late  husband,  Manlius  S.  Clarke,  died  seized  and  possessed ; 
and  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  con- 
veyance to  the  purchaser,  and  to  invest  the  proceeds  thereof 
in  such  other  lot  of  land,  in  said  Cemetery,  as  she  shall 
judge  best  for  all  interested  therein,  for  the  benefit  of  her- 
self and  Thomas  C.  Clarke,  Florence  L.  Clarke,  and  Edith 
H.  Clarke,  widow  and  minor  children  of  said  Manlius  S. 
Clarke,  deceased.  [Approved  by  tUe  Governor,  February 
10,  1854.] 

Chap,   5.  Resolves  concerning  the  Records  of  the  General  Court. 

Repeal  of  are-      Resolved,  That  the  Resolve  of  the  thirteenth  day  of  May, 
*"^^'^-  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftj^-two,  "In  relation  to  the  Indices 

of  the  General  Court  Records,"  and  the  Resolves  of  May 
second,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  "  Concerning  the 
Preparing  and  Printing  the  Indices  of  the  General  Court 
Records,"  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 
1,100  addition-      Rssolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  Commonwealth  cause 
Jdn°tedof ^"o£  ^0  ^^e  printed  eleven  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  first 
land 2.  two  volumcs  of  the  General  Court  Records. 

1,200  copies  of      Resolved,  That  twelve  hundred  copies  of  the  third,  fourth, 
vols,  of  generic  ^^^^  ^^^h  volumcs  of  the  General  Court  Records,  with  suit- 
court    records  able  ludiccs,  be  stereotyped  and  printed,  under  the  super- 
e  prmte  .   y^gj^^^  ^^  ^Y\q  secretary  of  the   Commonwealth,  who  may 
appoint  some  competent  person  or  persons  to  prepare  said 
volumes  for  printing,  and  take  charge  of  the  same,  and  to 
complete  the  Indices  of  the  General  Court  Records  already 
commenced ;  and  the  compensation  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall  be  determined  by  the  governor  and  council. 
Secretary  to  Resolved,  That  all  the  said  volumes,  as  printed,  be  com- 

same.^^  °         mitted  to  the  care  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
who  shall  cause  them  to  be  delivered  as  follows,  viz. :  one 
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copy  of  each  of  said  volumes  to  be  furnislied  to  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor,  respectively,  and  to  each  member 
of  the  executive  council  for  the  present  political  year,  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  and  the  clerks  and 
chaplains  of  the  two  branches;  one  to  the  executive  depart- 
ment, and  one  for  each  of  the  departments  of  the  secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth,  treasurer  and  receiver-general, 
auditor,  adjutant-general,  land  agent,  and  to  the  state 
library;  one  to  the  library  of  congress;  one  to  the  state 
department  at  Washington,  and  one  to  each  city  and  town 
in  the  Commonwealth ;  and  one  copy  to  the  state  library  of 
each  state  in  the  Union,  and  one  copy  each  to  the  editor  of 
said  volumes  and  his  assistants.  [^Approved  hy  theGovernor, 
February  17,  1854.] 

Resolves  concerning  tlie  Nebraska  Bill.  L/llttp.    O. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  apprehension  and  alarm  the  Repeal  of  eom- 
proposition,  now  pending  before  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  repeal  a  solemn  injunction  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  into  territory  now  free,  and  which  was 
sacredly  appropriated  to  the  exclusive  occupation  of  free- 
men by  the  compromise  of  1820. 

Resolved,  That  we  can  hold  it  as  nothing  less  than  a  vio-  A.  V?H^'"",^*^ 

1       •  n     T    1         T    />   •   1  n    ^       -nr-  •  plighted  faith. 

lation  or  plighted  laith  to  annul  all  that  part  of  the  JMissouri 
compromise  which  remains  to  be  fulfilled  for  the  benefit  of 
freedom  and  the  free  states ;  while  all  that  part  which  was 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  slavery  and  the  slave  states  is 
rigidly  insisted  upon,  and  has  been  fully  executed. 

Resolved,  That,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  Measure  de- 
we  deplore  the  introduction  of  this  measure  as  a  proposition  ^  °'^ 
to  disturb  that  which  has  already  been  settled ;  and  that,  if 
we  are  to  witness  fresh  scenes  of  sectional  animosity  and 
contention,  the  authors  and  supporters  of  the  Nebraska  Bill 
must  forever  bear  the  responsibility,  and  be  answerable  for 
all  the  fearful  consequences  of  so  flagrant  an  act  of  injustice. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  o-overnor  be  requested  Transmission 

of  rpsolvps 

to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  the  sen- 
ators and  representatives  of  Massachusetts  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.  \^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  Febru- 
ary 19,  1S54.] 
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Chap.  7. 

Arthur  W. 
Austin,  trus- 
tee, &c.,    au- 
thorized  to 
convey  real 
estate. 


Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Lucy  S.  Keyes. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
Arthur  "W.  Austin,  of  West  Roxbury,  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, successor  to  the  late  Joel  Seaverns,  as  trustee  under 
the  deed  of  Jeremiah  Plympton,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized and  empowered,  to  convey  all  the  interest  in  the 
estate  mentioned  in  said  petition,  to  the  said  Lucy  S.  Keyes, 
being  the  same  estate  described  in  a  deed  from  said  Plymp- 
ton to  said  Seaverns,  which  is  recorded  in  the  Norfolk  Reg- 
istry of  Deeds,  book  one  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  page 
three  hundred  and  four;  and  the  deed  of  quit-claim  of  said 
Austin,  to  the  said  Lucy  S.  Keyes,  of  said  estate,  shall  vest 
in  her,  the  said  Lucy  S.  Keyes,  the  same  right,  title  and 
interest  and  estate,  in  the  said  premises,  as  if  originally 
conveyed  to  her  in  fee  by  the  said  Jeremiah  Plympton. 
\^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  Fehruarij  20,  1854.] 


Chap.    8.         Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Charles  J.  Morrill,  Trustee,  and  others. 

Chas.  J.  Mor-  Resolved,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
&c' authorized  Charlcs  J.  Morrill,  as  he  is  the  trustee  under  an  indenture 
to  sell  estate,  of  three  parts  made  March  sixteenth,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  between 
Ezekiel  Morse  of  the  first  part,  and  the  said  Morrill  of  the 
second  part,  and  Matilda  Morse  of  the  third  part,  recorded 
with  Suifolk  Deeds,  liber  six  hundred  and  eight,  folio  one 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  sell  at  public  or  private  sale,  and  at 
such  times  and  for  such  considerations,  as  to  said  trustee, 
may  seem  most  advantageous  for  all  parties  interested  ;  and 
upon  the  receipt  of  such  consideration,  to  convey,  in  fee 
simple,  the  estate  described  in  said  indenture,  being  an 
estate  on  Saratoga  Street,  East  Boston,  to  the  jaurchaser  or 
purchasers,  wholly  free  and  discharged  of  all  trusts  or  obli- 
gation to  see  to  the  application  of  the  purchase  money. 
From  the  net  proceeds  of  sales,  the  said  trustee  is  hereby 
authorized  to  repay  to  himself,  the  amounts  advanced  by 
him  to  the  said  Ezekiel  Morse  and  Matilda  Morse,  and  their 
family,  as  set  forth  in  said  petition,  being  about  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  together  with  interest  on  said  sums, 
to  the  day  of  payment,  and  he  is  required  to  pay  to  said 
Ezekiel  Morse,  the  further  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars ; 
and  to  Benjamin  S.  Morse  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars ; 
and  the  net  balance  of  the  consideration  received,  after 
making  these  payments,  shall  be  paid  as  follows  :  one-third 


Proceeds  of 
sale,  how  dis- 
posed of. 
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of  said  balance  shall  be  paid  to  Edwin  Morse ;  and  two- 
thirds  of  said  balance  shall  be  paid  to  Alphonso  Morse,  or 
to  the  legally  constituted  guardian  of  Edwin  and  Alphonso  : 
p7'ovided,  however,  that  the  said  trustee  shall,  before  making  Proviso, 
said  sale,  give  bond  to  the  judge  of  probate  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  with  surety  or  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  said 
judge,  conditioned  faithfully  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
this  Resolve,  to  act  faithfully  and  impartially  in  relation  to 
said  sale,  and  to  make  the  pecuniary  payments  directed  by 
this  Eesolve. 


Secretary's  Department,  February  23,  1854. 

The  foregoing  Resolve  was  laid  before   the  governor,  on  Resolve  legai- 
the   sixteenth  day  of  February,  1854,  and  returned  by  him '^^ 
without  approval,  the  twenty-second  day  of  the  same  month, 
and  consequently,  in  compliance  with  the  Constitution,  passes 
into  full  effect. 

E.  M.  WRIGHT, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolve  authorizing   the  Treasurer  to  Borrow  Money  in    anticipation  of  ChciJ).    9. 
the  Revenue. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  Treasurer  may 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  borrow,  in  anticipation  of  poOjCOo!"^  ° 
the  receipts  of  the  present  year,  of  any  of  the  banks  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  of  any  corporation  therein,  or  of  any 
individual  or  individuals,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as 
may,  from  time  to  time,  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the 
ordinary  demands  on  the  treasury,  at  any  time  before  the 
expiration  of  fifteen  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  gen- 
eral court ;  and  that  he  shall  repay  any  sum  which  he  may 
borrow,  as  soon  as  money  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be  received  into  the  treasury : 
provided,  hotvever,  that  the  whole  amount  borrowed  by  au- 
thority hereof,  and  remaining  unpaid,  shall  not,  at  any  time, 
exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  February  24,  1854] 
53 
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Chap.    10.  Resolves  concerning  certain  Gun-Houses. 

Adjutant-gen-  Resolved,  That  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the 
tain  lands.  '^"'  Commonwealth  in  and  to  certain  tracts  and  parcels  of  land 
situate  in  the  towns  of  Concord,  Abington,  and  Norton, 
heretofore  used  for  gun-houses  and  other  military  purposes, 
be  sold  by  the  adjutant-general,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  paid  into  the  treasury ;  and  that  the  ad- 
jutant-general be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  execute  and  deliver  such  deed  or  deeds  of  said  lands, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  convey  to  the  purchaser  or  purcha- 
sers thereof,  all  the  interest  therein  now  vested  in  the 
Commonwealth.  \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February 
25,  1854.] 

Chap.    11.  Resolves  in  Relation  to  Cheap  Ocean  Postage. 

Cheap  rates  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  true  policy  of  every  national 
e  ruepo  ic).  gQygj-^Qjgjj^^  Iq  procure  for  its  citizens  the  advantages  of  a 
regular  and  cheap  correspondence  with  foreign  countries ; 
and  that  the  establishment,  by  all  maritime  nations,  of  a 
uniform  rate  of  ocean  postage,  reduced  to  the  lowest  sum 
practicable,  would  tend  to  promote  and  extend  the  blessings 
of  commerce  and  civilization,  and  to  secure  the  peace  of  the 
world. 

Governor  to  Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested 
to  transmit,  to  the  governors  of  the  several  States,  and  to 
the  senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  copies  of  these 
Resolves,  to  the  end  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  may  be  induced  to  cooperate  in  this  important  move- 
ment.     ^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  25,  1854.] 

C/iap.    1  Z.      Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  the  Society  for  Employing  Female  Poor. 

f^nds^^*^^'^  °^  i?esoZve(/,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
the  doings  of  said  society  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  con- 
firmed;  and  that  the  distribution  of  the  funds  of  said 
society,  as  follows,  namely :  six  thousand  dollars  to  the 
corporation  called  the  "  Temporary  Home  for  the  Desti- 
tute," six  thousand  dollars  to  the  corporation  called  the 
"  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society,"  and  the  remainder  to  the 
"  Industrial  Room,"  as  mentioned  in  said  petition,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  ratified.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  7,  1854.] 


transmit 
copies 
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Resolve  concerning  the  Payment  of  Expense  of  Amos  Wood,  during  his  CIlCip.    13. 

Sickness. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Amos  Wood,  from  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars, 
for  defrayiug  the  expense  of  his  late  sickness,  while  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  general  court.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  10,  1854.] 

Resolve  concerning  the  Payment  of  Expense  of  Jonathan  Snow,  during  Chap.    14. 

his  Sickness. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Jonathan  Snow,  from  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  seventeen  dol- 
lars, for  defraying  the  expense  of  his  late  sickness,  while  a 
member  of  the  present  general  court.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  March  10,  1854.] 

Resolve  granting  Taxes  for  the  several  Counties.  L/http,    15. 

Resolved,  That  the  sums  placed  against  the  names'of  the 
several  counties  in  the  following  schedule,  be  and  hereby 
are  granted,  as  a  tax  for  each  county,  respectively,  to  be 
assessed,  paid,  collected  and  applied,  according  to  law, 
namely : — 

Essex,  seventy-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

Middlesex,  eighty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars. 

Worcester,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

Hampshire,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Hampden,  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

Franklin,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

Berkshire,  eiirhteen  thousand  dollars. 

Norfolk,  fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Plymouth,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Bristol,  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Barnstable,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

Dukes  County,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  11,  1854.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Worcester  North  Agricultural  Society.  Chcip.    16. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to   the  Worcester  North  Money  to^  be 
Agricultural  Society,   from  the   treasury  of  the    Common- society. 
wealth,  such  sum  of  money  as  said  Society  would  have  been 
entitled  to  receive,  had  its  existence  admitted  of  an  annual 


420  1854.— Chapters  17,   18. 

return  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  that 
the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  a  warrant  accordingly. 
[Approved  by  the  Goverjior,  March  11,  1854.] 


Chap.  17.  Resolve  relative  to  certain  Trustee  Processes,  pending  against  the  Es- 
tate of  the  late  Jotham  B.  Monroe,  Superintendent  of  Alien  Passen- 
gers. 

SiSrto  ex-  .  ^^^^^^^^^  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  be 
ecute  bond  of  directed  and  authorized  to  execute  a  bond  of  indemnity  to 
indemnity.  thg  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Merchants'  Bank, 
in  Boston,  to  indemnify  them,  as  trustees  of  Jotham  B. 
Munroe,  deceased,  late  superintendent  of  Alien  Passengers, 
for  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  certain 
trustee  suits,  now  pending  before  the  supreme  judicial  court 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  upon  receiving  the  sum  of  money  de- 
posited in  said  Bank,  by  said  Monroe,  in  his  official  capacity, 
as  Alien  Passenger  Agent,  and  remaining  on  deposit  in  said 
Bank,  at  the  time  of  the  service  of  said  trustee  processes, 
and  out  of  said  sum  said  treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the 
administrator  of  said  Monroe's  estate,  and  to  his  counsel, 
the  expenses  and  charges  of  defending  said  actions,  so  far 
as  approved  by  the  governor.  Also,  that  the  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth,  be  directed  and  authorized  to  execute 
a  bond  of  indemnity,  to  the  administrator  of  said  Jotham 
B.  Monroe,  superintendent  as  aforesaid,  to  indemnify  his 
estate  against  the  claims  and  demands  of  the  plaintiffs,  in 
said  suits,  and  other  oflicial  liabilities,  so  that  said  adminis- 
trator may  settle  the  estate  of  said  Jotham  B.  Monroe. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  11,  1854.] 

Chap.    1  8.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  John  D.  McCrate. 

^I'pointment  Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the 
traro^r,confirmI  ^^^^  Jo^"^  P'  McCratc,  as  administrator  of  the  estate  of 
ed.  Jonas  L.  Sibley,  deceased,  is  hereby  authorized  to  make,  or 

have  made,  file  and  have  recorded  in  the  court  of  probate 
for  the  county  of  Worcester,  an  affidavit  of  his  having  given 
due  notice  of  his  appointment,  by  said  court,  as  administra- 
tor of  the  estate  of  said  Jonas  L.  Sibley,  late  of  Sutton,  in 
said  county  of  Worcester,  deceased ;  which  affidavit,  when 
filed  and  recorded  in  said  court,  shall  be  as  effectual  to  per- 
petuate the  evidence  of  his  having  given  due  notice  of  his 
appointment  as  said  administrator,  as  if  made,  filed  and 
recorded  within  the  period  prescribed  by  law.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  15,  1854.] 
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Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Ira  M.  Barton.  Chap.    19. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  Ira  M.  Barton,  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  dollars, 
in  full  for  services  rendered  and  expenses  incurred,  on 
account  of  the  Grafton  tribe  of  Indians ;  and  that  the  gov- 
ernor be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  therefor  accord- 
ingly.     \^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  15,  1854.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.  Chcip.    20. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in   said  petition,  that  Authorized  to 
John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  as  he  ^^ 
is  administrator  with  the  will  annexed  of  Caleb  Andrews, 
late  of  said  Boston,  deceased,  by  appointment  of  the  judge 
of  probate  for  said  county,  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized 
and  empowered  to  sell  at  public  sale,  and   to   execute   all 
necessary  deeds  and  instruments  to   convey  in  fee  simple, 
any  and  all  the  real  estate  of  which  the  said  Caleb  Andrews 
died  seized :  provided,  that  the  said  Jeffries  shall  first  give  Provided,  &c. 
bond  to  the  judge  of  probate  for  said  county,  with  sureties 
satisfactory  to  said  judge,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
power  hereby  conferred,  and  to  apply  and  account  for  the 
consideration  money  received  for  said  sale  and  conveyance, 
according  to  law  and  said  will.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor, 
March  15,  1854.] 

Resolve    for    the   Payment    of  the  Expenses   of  the    Sickness    of  Jon.  Chap.   21. 

E.  Field. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Jon.  E.  Field,  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  sixty-three 
dollars,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  his  sickness,  while  a 
member  of  the  present  legislature.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  16,  1854.] 

Resolve  concerning  the  Fisheries  in  Taunton  Great  River.  Chap.    22. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to   appoint  Commissioners 
three  commissioners  to  examine  into   the  condition  of  the  |°  corHitkfnTf 
fisheries  in  Taunton  Great  River,  and  the  laws  regulating  fisheries, 
the  same,  and  to  report  such  alterations  or  amendments  of 
said  laws  as  may  tend  to  promote  the  interest  and  harmony 
of   the   inhabitants   of   the    several    towns   on  said  river. 
[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  17.  1854.] 
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Chap.    23.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Catharine  C.  R.  Lamb,  praying  that  authority 
be  conferred  on  her  to  take  care  of  the  Property  of  Edward  Lamb. 

Authorized  to      Resolved,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth. in  her  petition,  the 

take  charge  of       .  .  • 

estate.  °  Said  Catharine  C.  R.  Lamb  be  authorized  to  collect  and 
preserve  the  effects  of  said  Edward  Lamb,  and  generally, 
during  his  absence  from  the  Commonwealth,  to  manage  and 
take  take  care  of  his  estate,  and  out  of  the  same  to  pay 
any  debts  of  the  said  Edward,  and  provide  for  the  expenses 
of  his  family,  with  like  power  and  authority  to  that  which 
may  now  be  exercised  by  guardians  of  minors,  insane  per- 
sons and  spendthrifts ;  the  said  Catharine  first  giving  bond, 
with  one  or  more  sureties  satisfactory  to  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  she  will,  within  three 
months,  make  and  return  into  the  probate  court  of  said 
county  a  true  inventory  of  all  the  property  of  said  Edward, 
and  account  for  the  same,  when  required  by  said  judge,  to 
the  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  legally  authorized  to 
receive  the  same.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  18, 
1854.]  * 

Chap.    24.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Mary  P.  Townsend. 

Judge  of  pro-  Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the 
pHcatio^^'^mry  judge  of  probatc  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  is  hereby  author- 
setotf  certain  ized,  ou  the  application  of  said  Mary  P.  Townsend.  to  cause 

lands  and  ten-  ,,  j.      nc    •  ^ j.  -i    •      c  •        ^  ^         '  •  -\    ~kis 

ements.  to  be  sct  ott  lu  Severalty  and  in  lee  simple,  unto  said  Mary 

P.  Townsend,  three  undivided  fourth  parts  of  all  the  lands 
and  tenements  within  the  city  of  Boston,  held  and  owned 
by  said  Mary  P.  Townsend  and  her  sister  Eliza  Townsend, 
late  of  said  Boston,  singlewoman,  who  died  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

Proviso.  at  the  time  of  said  Eliza's  decease :  provided^  however,  that 

the  proceedings  before  said  judge  of  probate  shall  be  in 
conformity,  (as  near  as  may  be,)  to  the  provisions  of  chapter 
one  hundred  and  three  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  on  the  par- 
tition of  lands  owned  by  several  persons.  [^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  March  18,  1854.] 

Uhcip.    2b.  Resolve  concerning  the   Payment  of  the  Expenses  of  Benjamin    Poole, 

during  his  Sickness. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Poole,  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  sixty-three 
dollars,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  his  late  sickness, 
while  a  member  of  the  present  general  court.  [Appi^oved 
by  the  Governor,  March  18,  1854.] 
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Resolve   on   the   Petition  of  Obed  F.  Hitch    and   Mary  G.  Hitch,   his  Chap.   26. 
wife,  and  Joseph  Buswell. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the  Trustees  au- 
following  described  lands,  situate  in  Methuen,  county  of  and  convey 
Essex,  the  first  parcel  containing  about  twenty-sis  acres  of  ^^'^<^- 
the  home  farm  of  the  late  Joshua  Buswell,  which  was  set 
off,  by  order  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  on  the  petition 
of  said  Joseph  Buswell,  to  Mary  G.  Hitch,  and  is  bounded 
northerly  on  part  of  the  farm  set  off  to  said  Joseph  Bus- 
well  and  land  of  E.  Dustin,  and  easterly  by  lands  of  said 
Dustin,  southerly  by  land  of  John  Buss,  and  westerly  by  a 
public  road,  leading  from  the  house  of  the  late  Joshua  Bus- 
well  to  Lawrence ;  the  second  parcel,  containing  about  four 
and  one-half  acres,  is  situated  near  the  line  of  Lawrence, 
bounded  and  described,  as  in  deed  of  Jeremiah  Frye  to 
Joshua  Buswell,  recorded  in  the  Essex  registry  of  deeds, 
October  twenty-second,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  authorized  to  be 
sold  aud  conveyed,  in  fee  simple,  and  good  and  sufficient 
deed  or  deeds  to  be  given  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  by 
three  disinterested  persons,  to  be  appointed  trustees,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  judge  of  probate  for  said  county ;  said 
sale  and  conveyance  to  be  made  by  said  trustees,  in  such 
manner,  on  such  terms  and  for  such  prices,  at  public  or  pri- 
vate sale,  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  and  the  proceeds  to 
be  loaned  by  said  trustees,  on  good  and  sufficient  real  estate 
securities,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  appropriated  by  them 
for  the  benefit  of  said  Mary  G.  Hitch,  during  the  natural  lives 
of  said  Mary  G.  Hitch  and  Joseph  Buswell;  and  at  the 
decease  of  either  of  them,  the  proceeds  invested,  to  be  con- 
veyed, paid,  delivered  over  or  disposed  of,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
their  late  father,  Joshua  Buswell,  deceased :  provided,  how-  Proviso. 
ever,  that  such  trustees  shall  first  give  bonds  to  said  judge, 
faithfully  to  execute  the  powers  granted  by  this  Resolve. 
{^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  22,  1854.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Nathan  Frye,  Trustee.  Chap.    27. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the  Trustee      au- 
said  Nathan  Frye,  trustee  under  a  deed  from  Joseph  Stowers  and"onvey  re\i 
and  Mary  C.  Stowers,  his  wife,  dated   on  the  tenth  day  of  estate. 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  or  his  successor 
in  said  trust,  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  at  pub- 
lic or  private  sale,  and  convey  that  portion  of  the  real  estate 


424  1854.— Chapters  28,  29. 

in  Salem,  which  is  bounded  westerly  on  Washington  Street, 
northerly  on  a  passage-way,  and  easterly  and  southerly  on 
land  of  Tucker  Daland,  which  was  put  in  trust  by  said  trust 
deed,  the  share,  so  put  in  trust,  being  one  one  hundred  and 
fifth  part  of  said  described  real  estate;  and  to  make  and 
execute  good  and  sufficient  deeds  thereof,  in  fee  simple,  dis- 
charged of  said  trust,  and  to  hold,  invest  and  dispose  of  the 
proceeds,  to  the  same  uses  and  upon  the  same  trusts  that 
are  provided  in  said  deed  in  regard  to  said  real  estate  :  pro- 
Proviso.  vided,  the  said  trustee  shall  first  give  bonds,  with  good  and 

sufficient  sureties,  to  the  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  so  to  hold,  invest  and  dispose  of  said  proceeds. 
[Approved  by  the  Goverjior,  March  22,  1854.] 

Chap.    28.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Nathan  Frye  and  Daniel  Marston,  Trustees. 

Executors  au-  Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the 
and" onvey real  Said  Nathan  Fi'ye  and  Daniel  Marston,  executors  and  trus- 
estate.  tccs  uudei"  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Hannah  N.  Frye, 

late  of  the  city  of  Salem,  widow,  deceased,  or  their  succes- 
sors be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  sell,  at  public  or 
private  sale,  and  convey  that  portion  of  the  real  estate  in 
Salem,  which  is  bounded  westerly  by  Washington  Street, 
northerly  on  a  passage-way  leading  from  Washington  Street, 
and  easterly  and  southerly  on  land  of  Tucker  Daland,  which 
was  put  in  trust  by  said  will,  the  share  so  put  in  trust  being- 
one  one  hundred  and  fifth  part  of  said  described  real  estate, 
and  to  make  and  execute  good  and  sufficient  deeds  thereof, 
in  fee  simple,  discharged  of  said  trust,  and  to  hold,  invest 
and  dispose  of  the  proceeds,  to  the  same  uses,  and  upon  the 
same  trusts,  that  are  provided  in  said  will,  in  regard  to  said 
Provided,  &c.  real  cstatc  :  provided,  the  said  trustees  and  executors  shall 
first  give  bonds,  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  the 
judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Essex,  so  to  hold,  invest 
and  dispose  of  said  proceeds.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  22,  1854.] 

Ohcip.    Zv.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Lewis,  Jr. 

p  to  Thomas      Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 

mileage in'i853  Commonwealth,  to  Thomas  Lewis,  Jr.,  of  Falmouth,  the  sum 

of  eight  dollars,  for  mileage,  as  a  member  of  the  legislature 

of  1853;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  therefor  accordingly. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  23,  1854.] 
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Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Day.  Chap.    30. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the  Title  confirmed 
title  of  said  petitioner,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  and  to  a  cer- 
tain piece  of  land,  situated  in  Webster,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  bounded  and  described  as  follows:  Beginning  at 
the  south-east  corner  thereof,  at  a  stake  and  stones;  thence 
north,  fourteen  degrees  west,  thirteen  rods  and  eighteen 
links,  to  land  of  Samuel  Slater  and  sons,  to  a  stake  and 
stones ;  thence  north,  seventeen  and  a  half  degrees,  east 
six  rods  and  four  links,  by  land  now  or  late  of  William 
Wakefield,  to  a  stake  and  stones ;  thence  north,  seventy 
degrees  "west,  six  rods  and  twenty-two  links,  by  land  of  said 
Wakefield,  to  a  stake  and  stones ;  thence  south,  seventeen 
degrees  west,  twenty-two  rods  and  twelve  links  to  land  of 
Artemas  Riching,  to  a  stake  and  stones ;  thence  eighty- 
eight  and  a  half  degrees  cast  fourteen  rods  and  five  links, 
by  land  of  H.  F.  Stevens,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  which 
said  estate  was  conveyed  to  the  pQtitioncr,  under  a  license  of 
the  court  of  probate  for  said  county  of  Worcester,  after  a 
sale  at  public  auction,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  by  Peter  C.  Bacon, 
and  Archibald  Campbell,  administrators  of  Samuel  C.  Butler, 
late  of  said  Webster,  deceased,  as  by  the  deed  of  said 
administrators,  duly  executed,  will  appear,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  confirmed,  so  far  as  the  said  title  is  defective,  by 
reason  of  any  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of  said  ad- 
ministrators, relative  to  said  sale.  {^Approved  hi/  the  Gov- 
ernor, March '2^,  1^54:.'] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  Lloyd  Gould,  an    Indian    Pauper   of  Christiantown.  Chap.    3 1 . 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition,  that  there  SoO  annually, 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Common- *^°''  ^'^^''y^ars. 
wealth,  to  the  guardian  of  the  Indians  and  people  of  color,  at 
Christiantown  and  Chappequiddic,  for  the  support  of  Lloyd 
Gould,  an  Indian  child  of  Christiantown,  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars,  annually,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  commencing  on 
the  last  day  of  May,  1854,  (in  case   said  child  shall  not 
decease  before  the  expiration  of  said  term,)  and  that  war- 
rants be  drawn  accordina'ly.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  28,  1854.] 
54 
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Ohcip.    32.  Resolve  authorizing  the  Adjutant-General    to   enlarge   the    "Manual  of 

Arms." 

A<ijutant-gen-  Resolved,  That  the  "Manual  of  Arms,"  prepared  by  the 
to'^enkrge  the  acljutant-o'eneral,  under  a  Resolve  dated  March  eighteenth, 
Manual  of  jq  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  be  en- 
larged to  such  an  extent,  that  it  shall  be  a  complete  manual 
of  instruction  for  arms  with  percussion  locks,  in  accordance 
with  the  system  adopted  by  the  army  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  adjutant-general  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ized to  enlarge  said  manual,  and  furnish  to  each  field,  staff, 
company,  and  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  volunteer 
militia  of  the  State,  with  one  copy.  ^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  31,  1854.] 

Chap.    33.  Resolve  concerning  Models  of  Fruits  and  Animals. 

Secretary  of  _       Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  agriculture 

cuUure°to  p"/o-^^^'  ^^*^  ^^^  ^^  hereby  authorized,  to  procure  accurate  models 

cure  models  of  of  the  fruits,  agricultural  implements,  and  animals   of  New 

ruits,  'c.        England,  and  to  obtain  such  rare   books  as  may  be  needed 

to  illustrate  the  condition  and   progress  of  agriculture  in 

this  State,  to  be  deposited  in  the  cabinet  connected  with  the 

office   of  the   secretary  of  the  board,  and  to   draw  on  the 

Proviso.  treasury  for  the   cost  of  the   same :  provided,  it   shall  not 

exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars.     {^Approved  by  the 

Governor,  March  31,  1854.] 

Chap.   34.  Resolve  in  favor  of  John  V.  Low. 

Gratuityonac-  Resolvcd,  For  rcasons  set  forth  in  his  petition,  that  there 
nes?°^  "''^"be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Common- 
■wealth,  to  John  V.  Low,  late  assistant-messenger  to  the 
governor  and  council,  the  same  amount  of  pay,  for  and 
during  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-four,  to  which  he  would  be  entitled  iu  case  he  were 
the  present  incumbent  of  said  office.  \^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  Aj)ril  7,  1854.] 

Chap.   35.      Resolve  concerning  the  Journals  of  the  House  of   Representatives. 

Secretary  to  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  be, 
th-r/ournf is'of  ^^^^  1^6  hereby  is,  authorized  and  required  to  cause  the 
18.51  and  1852  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  years 
&c.  ^  ^°^^^  '  ^iic  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  to  be  fairly  copied,  to  certify 
such  copies  to  be  true,  and  to  deposit  the  same  in  the  State 
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Library,  in  the  place  of  the  imperfect  copies  deposited 
therein  by  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the 
years  aforesaid.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7, 
1854.] 

Resolve  in  relation  to  the  Appointment  of  Commissioners  to   establish  G/IGJ).    06. 
Lines  in  Mystic  River,  Boston  Harbor,  and  Dorchester  Bay. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  and  with  Lines  in  Mys- 
the  advice  of  the  council,  be  authorized  and  requested  to  ^  •  • 
appoint  three  commissioners,  to  define,  upon  a  plan  or  plans, 
such  lines  as  they  shall  think  expedient  to  establish,  beyond 
which  no  wharves  shall  be  extended  into  and  over  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  flats  in  Mystic  River,  so 
far  as  they  may  think  expedient ;  and  also  to  complete  the 
lines  in  South  Bay;  and  to  continue  the  line  from  East 
Boston,  so  far  as  it  may  be  thought  expedient,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Breed's  Island ;  and  also  to  continue  the  lines  from 
South  Boston  Point  through  Dorchester  Bay  to  Neponset 
Bridge. 

And  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ob-  Advice ^of  at- 
tain the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  attorney-general  of  °^^^^  °^"^ 
the  Commonwealth,  upon  any  legal  questions  that  may  be 
involved  in  the  prosecution  of  the  objects  of  this  commission. 

And  the  said  commissioners  shall  give  at  least  thirty  Notice  to  be 
days'  notice,  in  three  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  ^^^^^' 
city  of  Boston,  and  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in 
the  cities  of  Charlestown  and  Roxbury,  of  a  time  and  place 
for  hearing,  so  that  all  persons  interested  may  appear  and  be 
heard  in  relation  to  the  matters  herein  mentioned,  and  shall 
make  report  of  their  doings  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the  governor, 
who  is  hereby  requested  to  lay  the  same  before  the 
legislature. 

The  expenses  of  said  commission  shall  be  paid  on  being  Pay  of  commis- 
properly  audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  ®^°'^"''* 
approved  by  the  governor  and  council,  and  the  governor,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  payment  of 
the  same.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1854.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Town  of  Southborough.  Chop.    37. 

Resolved,  That  agreeably  to  an  act  passed  the  twentieth  §192.32  to 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  bonTugl^"^*^' 
thirty-seven,    entitled    ''  An    Act    concerning    the     Public 
Health;"'  there  be  allowed  and.  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
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the  Commonwealth,  to  the  town  of  Southborough,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents, 
and  that  the  governor  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1854.] 

Chap.    38.  Resolve  in  favor  of  William  H.  Copeland. 

;^350  to  Wm.  Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  Asahel 
of'  Safem^"  for  H'^i^'tington  and  others,  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
injuries  re-  of  the  treasury  of  tie  Commonwealth,  to  William  H.  Cope- 
land,  of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  a  year  for  the  next  two  succeeding- 
years,  in  consideration  of  injuries  and  expenses  sustained 
by  him  in  the  performance  of  his  oflficial  duties ;  said  sums 
to  be  in  full  for  all  claims  against  the  Commonwealth  for 
such  injuries  and  expenses,  and  that  the  governor  draw  his 
warrant  therefor  accordingly. 


Seceetary's  Depaetment,  April  10,  1854. 

Resolve  legal-      The  forcgoing  Resolve  was  laid  before  the  governor  on 
^^^  ■  the  fourth  day  of  April,  1854,  and  by  him  returned  without 

approval,  the  tenth  day  of  the  same  month,  and  consequent- 
ly, in  compliance  with  the  constitution,  passes,  into  full 
effect. 

E.  M.  WRIGHT, 

Secretary  of  the  Commomoealth. 

L/hcip.  o9.  Resolves  concerning  the  Independent  Companies  of  Cadets,  attached 
to  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia. 

caTtT "in  first  Besolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  oflficers  now  allowed, 
division  may  by  law  or  usagc,  to  the  Independent  Company  of  Cadets, 
tiona?  officers,  attached  to  the  First  Division  of  the  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Militia,  the  said  company  may  have  a  quarter-master, 
who  shall  be  elected  by  the  members  of  said  company,  in 
manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  for  the 
election  of  company  officers,  and  commissioned  by  the  gov- 
ernor, with  the  rank  of  first-lieutenant;  and  may  also  have 
such  number  of  company  officers,  sergeants,  corporals,  and 
musicians,  as  the  commander-in-chief  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  deem  expedient  for  the  pro])er  drill  and  discipline  of 
said  company,  in  the   school  of  the   battalion.     The    said 
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• 
company  officers  to  be  elected  by  the  members  of  said  com- 
pany, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws 
for  the  election  of  officers  of  similar  grade ;  and  to  be 
commissioned  by  the  governor,  with  such  rank  as  he  shall 
determine, — not,  however,  above  the  rank  of  first-lieuten- 
ant. And  the  said  sergeants,  corporals,  and  musicians,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  said  company  of 
Cadets,  in  manner  now  provided  by  law,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  non-commissioned  officers  and  musicians  in  other 
companies  of  the  volunteer  militia  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  tiie  officers  now  allowed.  Company  in 
by  law  or  usage,  to  the  Independent  Company  of  Cadets,  may"  choose 
attached  to  the  second  division,  the  said  company  may  have  additional 
an  adjutant,  a  quarter-master,  and  a  surgeon,  "severally  to  be  ' 
elected  by  the  members  of  said  company,  in  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution  and  laws  for  the  election  of 
company  officers,  and  to  be  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
with  the  rank  of  regimental  staff-officers  in  the  volunteer 
militia  of  this  Commonwealth.  And  said  company  may  also 
have  such  an  additional  number  of  company  officers,  ser- 
geants, corporals  and  musicians,  as  the  commander-in-chief 
shall,  fhom  time  to  time,  deem  expedient  for  the  proper  drill 
and  discipline  of  said  company  in  the  school  of  the  battalion. 
The  said  company  officers  to  be  elected  by  the  members  of 
said  company,  in  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  for  the  election  of  officers  of  similar  grade ;  and  to  be 
commissioned  by  the  governor,  with  such  rank  as  he  shall 
determine, — not,  however,  above  the  rank  of  fourth-lieu- 
tenant. And  the  said  sergeants,  corporals,  and  musicians, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  said  company 
of  Cadets,  in  manner  now  provided  by  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  non-commissioned  officers  and  musicians,  in  other 
companies  of  the  volunteer  militia  of  this  Commonwealth. 
\^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854. 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of   Edward  H.  Eldredge,  Guardian.  Chap.    40. 

Resolved,  For  reasons   set   forth  in    said  petition  that  e  H.  Eidridge, 
Edward  H.  Eldredge,  of  Dorchester,  in  the  county  of  Nor-  ^u'hoSe'd^'to 
folk,  guardian  of  his  minor  child  Rolfe  Eldredge,  is  hereby  sell  and  convey 
authorized  to  sell,  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  on  such  ^^'^ 
terms  as  he  shall  think  most  advantageous,  and  convey  to  , 

the  purchasers  thereof,  in  fee  simple,  by  good  and  sufficient 
deeds,  all  the  estate,  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  minor 
child  in  and  to  any  land  or  parcels  or  parcel  of  land,  situate 
in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Mid-- 
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dlesex,  called  Newton  Corner,  and  bounding  upon,  adjacent 
to,  or  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  either  oi"  the  streets 
named,  or  called,  Eliot  Street,  Church  Street,  Park  Street, 
Brighton  Street,  Washington  Street,  Elm  Street,  or  Pine 

Proviso.  Street :  provided,  however,  that  the  said  guardian  shall  first 

give  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  the 
judge  of  probate  of  said  county  of  Norfolk,  to  be  approved 
by  said  judge,  with  condition  that  the  said  guardian  shall 
faithfully  execute  the  power  herein  granted,  and  shall  ren- 
der to  the  judge  of  probate,  for  the  time  being,  of  said 
county  of  Norfolk,  an  account,  under  his  oath,  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  all  sales,  made  under  this  Resolve,  within  one  year 
from  the  time  of  such  sales,  respectively,  and  at  such  other 
times  as  said  judge  may  direct;  and  shall  apply  and  invest 
such  proceeds,  and  account  for  and  pay  over  the  same,  when 
required,  according  to  law,  and  shall  discharge  his  trust  in 
relation  to  the  premises,  faithfully,  for  the  best  interests  of 

Provided, also,  his  Said  Ward;  and  provided,  further,  that  when  the  princi- 
pal sums  derived  from  such  sales  shall  amount  to  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  interest  that  may 
have  accrued  thereon,  tlie  power  and  authority  hereby 
granted  shall  terminate.  \^Approved  by  tJie  Governor, 
April  12,  1854.] 


Chap.    41.  Resolve  concerning  the  Payment  of  the  Expenses  of  Benjamin  Hawks, 

during  his  Sickness. 

.gis  to  Benja-  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
mm  a'ivvs.  Qommouwealth,  to  Benjamin  Hawks,  of  Templeton,  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  eighteen  dol- 
lars, to  defray  the  expenses  of  Ins  sickness  during  the  pres- 
ent session  of  the  legislature,  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn 
accordingly.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chan,   42.  I^^solve  concerning  the  Payment  of  Expenses  of  Benjamin    Allen,  dur- 
-^'         '  ing  his    Sickness. 

;g.50  to  Benja-  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
min  Allen.  Commonwealth,  to  Benjamin  Allen,  a  member  of  this  House 
from  Ashby,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  ex- 
penses during  his  late  sickness ;  and  that  the  governor  be 
authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  {^Approved  by 
the  Goverrior,  April  12,  1854.] 
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Resolve    concerning    the   Payment  oT    Expenses  of  Ezra    Gary,  during  CJlClJ).    43. 
his  Sickness. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  S72  to  Ezra 
Commoawealth,  to  Ezra  Gary,  a  member  of  this    House    '^'^^' 
from  Enfield,  the   sum  of  seventy-two   dollars  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  expenses   during  his  late   sickness ;  and  that  the 
governor  be  authorized  to   draw  his   warrant  accordingly. 
[Appj-oved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Resolves  in  relation  to  the  Preservation  of  Cape  Cod  Harbor.  Chap.    44. 

Resolved,  That  the  senators  from  this  Commonwealth,  in  Prfservationof 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed,  and  the  harb^or." 
representatives  be  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  pro- 
cure an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  destruction  of  Cape  Cod  Harbor. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  '^°  whom 
hereby,  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  a  copy  of  these  Re- 
solves, and  also  the  report  of  the  commissioners  concerning 
said  harbor,  which  were  appointed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
general  court  of  Massachusetts.  [^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  12,  1854.] 

Resolves  for  the  Pay  of  the  Council,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives.  Chap.    45. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Pay  of  mem- 
Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of  the  senate  and  house  of  andh°ous^e"and 
representatives,  three   dollars   a  day  for   each    and   every  mileage. 
day's  attendance  during  the  present  political  year,  and  two 
dollars  for  every  ten  miles'   travel,  from  their  respective 
places  of  abode,  once  in  each  session,  to  the  place  of  the 
sitting  of  the  general  court;  and  also  to  each  member  of  Pay  of  council, 
the  council,  three  dollars  for  each  and  every  day's  attend- 
ance  at  that  board,  at  each    session  thereof,   during  the 
present  political  year,  and  two  dollars  for  every  ten  miles' 
travel,  from  their  respective  places  of  abode,  once  in  each 
session  thereof;  and  to  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  to  President  of 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  each,  the  sum  gpeakei^of 
of  three  dollars  a  day  for  every  day's  attendance,  in  addi-  house, 
tion  to  their  pay  as  members,  and  that  warrants  be  drawn 
accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  there  be   allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Pay  of  clerks 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  ^nd  assistants. 
and  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  each,  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars  a  day ;  to  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  sen- 
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,  ate,  six  dollars,  and  to  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  house  of 

representatives,  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  a  daj^,  for  each  and 
every  day  they  have  been  or  may  be   employed  in   that  ca- 
pacity, during  the  present  session  of  the  present  legislature  ; 
Pay  of  clerks  aud  to  tlic  clcrks  of  the   two   branches,  tlie   same   sum  per 
paperT"°'""   ^^J  ^^  i^  herein  provided  for  those  officers,  for  such  furtlier 
time  as  they  may  be  employed,  not  exceeding  twelve  days 
after  the  rising  of  the  general  court,  in  arranging  the  papers 
Pay  of  clerks  and  documcnts  of  the  session;  and  that  there  be  further 
journal's/""      paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate  aid  to  the  clerk  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
each,  for  preparing  duplicate  copies  of  the  Journals  for  the 
library,  as  required  by  the  orders  of  the  two  houses ;  and 
Additional   to  to  the  clcrlc  of  thc  housc  of  representatives,  such  additional 

clerk  of  house.  i  ,  • -\   c       A  i.-         c  •    ^-  c 

sum  as  he  may  have  paid  tor  the  preparation  tor  printing  ot 
that  portion  of  the  Journal  which  was  prior  in  date  to  that 
of  the  order  requiring  it  to  be  printed ;  and  that  warrants 
be  drawn  accordingly. 
Pay  of  chap-  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
^^^^'  treasury  of   this   Commonwealth,  to   the   chaplains  of  the 

senate  and  house  of  representatives,  each,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars,  for  their  services  during  tlie  present 
session ;  and  that  warrants  be  drawn  accordingly.  [^Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chap.   46.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Town  of  Telham. 

^.54.75  as  pro-  jResolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
schoorfimd.  school  fiiud  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Pelham,  the  sum'  of  fifty-four  dollars  seventy-five 
cents,  being  tlie  amount  due  said  town,  as  their  proportion 
of  the  school  fund  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  ;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  therefor  accordingly. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor^  April  12,  1854.] 

Chap.    47.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Town  of  Fall  River. 

|3i2.97paidto  Resolved,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition,  and 
all  civer.  agreeably  to  an  act  passed  April  twentieth,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  entitled  ''An  Act 
concerning  the  Public  Health,"  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  town  of 
Fall  River,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  aud  twelve  dollars 
and  ninety-seven  cents ;  and  that  the  governor  draw  his 
warrant  accordingly.  [Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  April 
12,  1854.] 
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Resolve  in  favor  of  the  City  of  Cambridge.  Chap.    48. 

Resolved,  That  aiiTeeabiy  to   an  act  passed  April  tweu- 5860.38  paid  to 

«  (J<in'ibi''d'^'"G 

tieth,  ill  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-  '  "^  " 

seven,  entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  the  Public  Health," 
there  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  the  city  of  Cambridge,  the  sura  of  eight 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  thirtj'-eight  cents,  and  that 
the  governor  draw  liis  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 


Resolve  concerning  the  Payment  of  Expenses  of  Benjamin  Blaney,  during  Chap.   49. 

his  Sickness. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  Benjamin  Blaney,  member  of  this  Ilouse 
from  Boston,  the  sum  of  forty-eight  dollars,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  expenses  during  his  late  sickness ;  and  that  the 
governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Daniel  C.  Baker,  Guardian.  Chap.    50. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition,  that  Guardian    au- 
Daniel  C.  Baker,  of  Lynn,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  guardian  J^f°^'^^'5^*°jj[JJ 
of  Jacob  Chase,  Lucy  A.  Chase,  and  Edward  F.  Chase,  minor  &c. 
children  and  heirs   of  .John  B.   Chase,  late  of  said  Lynn, 
deceased,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  and 
convey  to  James  B.  Chase,  of  said  Lynn,  all  the  right,  title 
and  interest  of  the  said  Jacob,  Lucy  A.,  and  Edward  F.,  in 
a  certain  parcel  of  land,  situate  in  said  Lynn,  and  bounded 
southerly  on  land  of  said  James  B.  Chase,  about  five  rods, 
westerly  on  land  of  M.    C.   Butman  and   Gideon  Phillips, 
about  forty-two  rods,  northerly  on  land  now  or  late  of  Abi- 
gail and  Hannah  Silsbee,  about  three  rods,  and  easterly  on 
lands  of  Micajah  C.  Pratt,  and  others;  and  to  execute  such 
deed  or  deeds  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  same.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Resolve  for  Paying  the  Expenses  of  the  State  Reform  School.  Chap.    51. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  S54,200paidto 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  trustees  of  tlie  State  '^"^*'^^^'" 
[Reform  School,  to  enable  them  to  satisfy  existing  claims 
^against  the  institution,  and  to  meet  its  current  expenses, 
l|the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  forth- 
^with;  and  the  further  sum.  of  thirty-three  thousand  dollars, 
55 
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in  payments  of  three  thousand  dollars,  on  the  first  day  of 
each  month,  commencing  with  the  month  of  May ;  and  that 
a  warrant  or  warrants  be  drawn  accordingly.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chap.    52.      Resolves  for  the  Establishment  of  a  State  Reform  School  for  Girls. 

g20,ooo  appro-      ResolvBcl,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand   dollars  he, 
priated.  ^^^  ^j^^  samc  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  establishment 

of  a  State  Reform  School  for  girls,  similar  in  purpose  to  the 
Proviso.  State  Reform  School  for  boys,  at  Westborough :  provided, 

that  an  equal  amount  shall  be  raised,  for  the  same  purpose, 
by  individual  donation,  or  otherwise,  within  six  months  from 
the  passage  of  these  Resolves,  and  a  satisfactory  certificate 
thereof  shall  be  made  to  the  governor  and  council. 
Commissioners  Resolved,  That  ou  receipt  of  such  certificate,  his  excel- 
pian7^&c^  lency  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint  three  commissioners,  to  select  and 
determine  the  location,  and  said  commissioners  shall  pre- 
pare plans  .and  estimates  of  the  buildings  necessary  for  this 
institution,  and  a  system  for  its  organization  and  govern- 
ment, to  be  submitted  to  the  next  legislature,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session  thereof. 
Payofcommis-  Resolved,  That  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  present 
their  accounts  to  the  governor  and  council,  to  be  by  them 
audited  and  allowed,  as  they  shall  deem  reasonable ;  and 
the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  on 
the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chop.    53.  Resolve  concerning  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Journals  to  be  Resolved,  That  the  copies  or  duplicates  of  the  Journals 
certified.  ^^  ^^^q  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  hereafter 
made,  to  be  deposited  in  the  State  library,  shall  be  exam- 
ined and  certified  to  be  fair,  legible  and  true  copies  or  du- 
plicates, by  the  librarian  or  assistant  librarian  of  the  State 
library,  for  the  time  being,  before  the  person  authorized  or 
required  to  make  such  copies  or  duplicates,  shall  receive 
any  compensation  for  making  the  same.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Chap.   54.  Resolve  concerning  the  Payment    of  Expenses  of  John  Adams,  during 

his  Sickness. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  John  Adams,  a  member  of  this  House 


sionejs. 
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from  Marbleliead,  the  sum  of  twenty-four  dollars,  for  the 
payment  of  expenses  during  his  late  sickness ;  and  that  the 
governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly. 
^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Resolve  for  the  Payment  of  the    Contingent  Expenses    of  the    Council,  Chap.    55. 
Lejrislature,  and  various  Offices  in  the  State  House,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  f^^oo^^- -- 
Commonwealth,  to  the  sergeant-at-arms,  a  sum  not  exceed-  ses,&c. 
ino-  two  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  defray  certain 
contino-ent  expenses  for  the  general  court  and  the  various 
offices^in  the  State  House,  during  the  present  year;  and  also 
to  pay  any  sum  not  covered  by  the  appropriations  made  lor 
the  same  purposes  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-three ;  and  that  warrants  be  drawn  accordingly. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854.] 

Resolves  in  Relation  to  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  others,  who  served  in  the  Chap.   56. 

War  of  1812. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  by  the  f-£^^°;,, 
cono-ress  of  the  United  States,  the  claims  of  the  surviving  of  1812. 
officers,  soldiers  and  sailors,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  of  the  widows  of  such  deceased  officers,  soldiers  and 
sailors,  ousht  not  to  be  disregarded  or  overlooked,  and  that 
all  such  officers,  soldiers,  sailors  and  widows,  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  bounty  from  the  general  government  as 
has  been  extended  to  the  soldiers  in  the  late  Mexican  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  benefits  of  the  pension  system  which  Ex^ten.^^^^^^^ 
was  established  for  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Keyolu-  tem. 
tion,  should  be  extended  to  the  officers,  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  war  of  1812,  and  to  their  respective  widows. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  ,^"j;,^,\„py 
to  transmit' a  copy  of  these  Resolves  to  each  of  our  senators  of  resolves. 
and  representatives  in  congress,  and  to  each  of  the  govern- 
ors  of   the   several  States.     [Approved  by  the   Governor, 
April  13,  1854.] 

Resolve  relating  to  an  Educational  Exhibition.  Chap.   07. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  education  |ooks^=^map^. 
be  authorized  to  furnish,  for  the  educational  exhibition  to  „i,iied  for  edu- 
be  holden  in  London,  in  the  month  of  June  next,  under  the  grlu  Lon- 
direction  of  the  council  of  the   Society  of  Arts  m   Ureat  don. 
Britain,    such    school    books,   maps,   diagrams,    apparatus, 
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models  of  school  Luildings.  and  whatever  other  articles  he 
may  deem  it  expedient  to  furnish,  illustrative  of  the  in- 
struction, management  and  condition  of  the  public  schools  of 
Massachusetts,  and  in  aid  of  the  objects  of  said  exhibition : 
Proviso.  provided,  however,  that  the  expense  to  the  Commonwealth, 
of  procuring  and  forwarding  said  articles,  sliall  not  exceed 
two  hundred  dollars.  [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April 
13,  1854]  ^ 


Chap.   58.  Resolve  in  relation  to  the  State  Prison. 

^ufdatin  ^°'  ^''  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
debtr&^.  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  purpose  of  liquidat- 
ing the  indebtedness  of  the  State  Prison,  for  completing  the 
fitting  up  of  the  new  hospital,  and  to  introduce  steam-pipes 
into  the  workshops,  the  sum  of  twenty-six  thousand  dollars ; 
and  that  the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant 
accordingly.      [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  15,  1854.] 


Chap.   59.  Resolve  concerning  the  Payment  of  Expenses  of  Gilbert  Lincoln,  during 

his  Sickness. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  Gilbert  Lincoln,  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  from  Upton,  the  sum  of  thirteen  dollars, 
for  the  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness ;  and  that 
the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly. 
[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  20,  1854] 


Chap).    60.  Resolves  concerning  the  Massachusetts  Claim. 

Senators    and      Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  upon  the  gen- 
to^'urg"  ^ply- eral  government  for  disbursements  and  expenses  incurred 
mentof  claim,  by  this  State  in  the  last  war  with   Great  Britain,  having- 
been  examined  and  allowed  by  the  proper  officer  of  that 
government,  sixteen  years  ago,  should  be  paid  without  fur- 
ther delay ;  and  that  our  senators  and  representatives  be 
requested  to  urge  this  claim  upon  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress, and  to  persevere   in  their   efforts  until  this  act  of 
simple  justice  to  the  people  of  this  State  shall  be  done. 
Governor  to         Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested 
&c.   ^  '^°P'^^'  to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolves  to  our  senators  and 
representatives,  and  request  them  to  lay  them  before  con- 
gress, for  their  consideration.      [Approved  by  the  Governor. 
April  20,  1854] 
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Resolve  providing  for  Improvements  at  the  State  Prison.  Chap.    61. 

Resolved,  That  tliere  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  tlie  g^  appro- 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  improvements  at  the 
State  Prison,  the  sura  of  thirty-six  thousand  dollars,  the 
same  to  be  expended  bv  the  warden  and  board  of  inspect- 
ors of  the  State  Prison";  and  that  the  governor  be  author- 
ized to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  {Approved  hy  the 
Governor,  April  20,  1854.] 

Resolve  on  the  Accounts  of  the  Land  Agent.  Cliap.    62. 

Resolved,    That  Samuel  Warner,  Junior,  land  agent  of  ^^^^^^^i^^, 
this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  discharged  Irom  of  certain  sum. 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  seventy  cents,  being 
the  sum  specified  as  received,  in  his  account  rendered,  from 
the   first   day  of  January  in  the   year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  to  the  first  day  of  January  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as  follows, 
namely :  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  and  seventy  cents,  which  was  received 
by  such  ao-ent  for  sales  of  land  and  timber  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  paid  by  him  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth, after  making  deduction  for  his   services   and  inci- 
dental charges ;  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand 
and  five  hundred  dollars,  paid  by  the  State  of  Maine  to  the 
treasurer  of  this   Commonwealth,  for  lands   sold  to   said 
State.     [Approved  hy  the  Gover?ior,  April  21,  1854.] 

Resolves    concerning   the  Stale    Normal    School-houses    at  Fvamingh^m  Chap.    63. 
and    Westfield. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be  appro-  So,m{or^^^ 
priated  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  erection  and  furnishing  at  Framing- 
-the  State  Normal    School-house   at    Framingham,  and  for  ham. 
ffradino-,  fencing  and  improving  the  grounds  attached  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be  appro-  g  tor^re-^^_ 
priated  for  repairs  and  improvements  to  be  made  upon  tne  field. 
State  Normal  School-house  at  Westfield,  and  that  the  sums 
aforesaid  be  disbursed  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 

^  Tesolved,  That  eight  hundred  dollars  annually,  for_  two  f^^,^ -nnaUy 
years  from  the  first  day  of  January  last,  be  appropriated  for  support  of 
for  the  support  of  the  State  Normal  Schools,  in  addition  to  schools. 
the  amount  already  appropriated  for  that  object.     [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1854.] 
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Chap.    64.  Resolves  concerning'  the    Insane    in   this  Commonwealth,  and  the  State 

Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Worcester. 

Commissioners  Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  ad- 
andreport\-c  ^'^^^  °^  ^^^®  council,  be  requested  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners, to  ascertain  and  report  the  number  and  condition 
of  the  insane  in  this  Commonwealth,  distinouishino;,  as 
accurately  as  may  be.  between  the  insane,  properly  so  con- 
sidered, and  the  idiotic  or  non  compos,  and  between  the 
furious  and  harmless,  curable  and  incurable,  native  and 
foreign,  and  the  number  of  each  who  are  State  paupers ; 
also  to  examine  into  the  present  condition  of  the  hospitals 
of  the  State  for  the  insane,  what  number  of  patients  can 
properly,  and  with  due  regard  to  their  comfort  and  improve- 
ment, be  accommodated  in  said  hospitals,  and  what  further 
accommodations,  if  any,  are  needed  for  the  relief  and  care 
of  the  insane,  and  generally  to  examine  and  report  the  best 
and  most  approved  plans  for  the  management  of  the  insane, 
so  far  as  the  size  and  character  of  hospitals,  and  the  number 
of  patients  proper  to  be  under  the  management  of  one 
supervision,  are  concerned.  And  whereas  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester,  is  rep- 
resented by  the  trustees  thereof  to  be  such  as  renders  it 
altogether  unsuitable  and  unsafe  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  is  used,  without  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
and  that  a  much  more  eligible  location  for  a  hospital  can  be 
selected, 
Expediency  of  Resolved,  That  said  commissioners  be  authorized  to  con- 
hoipitaTat  sider  the  expediency  of  disposing  of  the  present  State 
Worcester.  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Worcester,  and  the  lands  therewith 
connected,  or  an}-  part  thereof,  and  of  recommending  a  site 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital  or  hospitals. 
To  report,  &c.  Resolved,  That  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  report 
to  the  governor  and  council,  on  or  before  the  commencement 
of  the  session  of  next  gener.al  court,  and  to  accompany 
their  report  with  plans  and  specidcations,  and  estimates,  of 
cost  of  any  new  hospital  which  they  may  recommend,  or  of 
any  repairs  which  they  may  judge  to  be  necessary  to  the 
existing  hospital;  also  to  report  the  estimated  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  present  hospital  and  property  therewith 
connected,  if  they  deem  such  sale  desirable.  ^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

Chap.    65.  Resolve  concerning  the  Quartermaster-General's  Department. 

54,600  to  de-      Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  thousand  and  six  hun- 
o?departm"nt  ^^^^  doUars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
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defray  the  expenses  of  the  quartermaster-general's  de- 
partment, for  the  current  year,  and  that  warrants  be  drawn 
accordingly.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1854.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Estate  of  Richard  Sampson.  Chap.    66. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  the  estate  of  Eichard  Sampson,  late 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  Middle- 
borough,  the  sum  of  seventy-eight  dollars  and  twenty-five 
centSj'to  defray  the  expense  of  his  last  sickness  and  funeral 
charges ;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  accordingly.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  25,  1854.] 

Resolve  to  pay  the  Expenses  of  the  Sickness  and  Burial  of  James  N.  Chcip.    67. 

Tolman,  Jr. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  sickness  and  burial 
of  James  N.  Tolman,  Jr.,  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
which  would  have  been  due  to  him  at  the  end  of  the  present 
session,  for  his  services  as  page  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, there  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  that  the  governor  be  requested  to  draw  a  war- 
rant accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  25, 
1854.] 


Resolve  in  relation  to  Revising  and  Consolidating  the  General  Statutes  Chap.    68. 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  fjj^^^ J°^g  ^°^: 
o-overnor,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  three  suitable  erai  laws?  ° 
persons,  as  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report 
to  the  governor,  in  season  to  have  their  report  laid  before 
the  legislature  at  its  next  session,  a  plan  for  consolidating 
and  arranging  the  general  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth. 
Said  commissioners  shall  receive  such  compensation  for 
their  services  as  shall  be  allowed  them  by  the  coimcil ;  and 
the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  a  warrant  ac- 
cordingly.    [Approved  by  the  Govertior,  April  27,  1854.] 


Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Frederic  W.  Dickinson  and  others.         Chap.   69. 

Resolved,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  fX^-ze^d'^'to 
Henry  Dawes,  of  Boston,  broker,  as  he  is  trustee  of  Eliza  sell  real  estate. 
W.  Dickinson,  of  said  Boston,  widow,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey,  all  that  por- 
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tion  or  share  of  the  real  estate  of  the  late  Daniel  Dickin- 
son, the  father  of  the  said  Eliza  W.,  the  life  interest  in 
which  the  said  Eliza  W.  now  enjoys,  or  formerly  enjoyed, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  will  of  the  said  Daniel,  together 
with  all  remainders,  vested,  contingent  or  otherwise,  which 
arc  expectant  upon  said  life  estate,  she  having  conveyed  her 
said  life  interest  in  a  portion  thereof,  and  to  change  the 
same  from  real  estate  to  personal  estatC;  so  as  to  pass  a 
full,  complete  and  absolute  title,  in  fee  simple,  to  the  said 
real  estate,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof;  free 
and  discharged  from  all  trusts  and  claims  arising  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  will  aforesaid ;  he,  the  said  Henry  Dawes, 
To  give  bond,  first  giving  boud,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
conditioned  faithfully  to  exercise  the  said  power,  and  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  or  sales  in  the  manner  and 
upon  the  limitations  set  forth  and  described  in  the  will  of 
the  testator  concerning  said  real  estate.  [Appi'oved  hy  the 
Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 


Chap.    70.  Resolve  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  Borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of  the 

State  Tax. 

Treasurer  may  Resolved,  That  the  trcasurcr  be  authorized  to  borrow, 
orrow  money.  -^^  anticipation  of  the  State  tax,  such  sums  of  money  as  may 
be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  payment  of  any 
public  debt  which  may  fall  due  in  the  present  year,  and  that 
he  repay  any  sum  he  may  borrow  as  soon  as  money  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be 
received  into  the  treasury :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 
borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  Resolve,  and  remaining  unpaid, 
shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1854.] 


Chap.    71.  Resolve  concerning  the  Payment  of  the  Watchmen  of  the  State  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  watchmen  of  the  State  House  be 
paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  one  dollar 
per  day  each,  for  their  services  as  messengers,  during  the 
present  session  of  the  legislature.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  28,  1854,] 


Chap.    72.  Resolve  concerning  the  Emi)]oj'ment  of  a  Clerk  by  the  Secretary  of  the 

Board  of  Agriculture. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  agriculture 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  at  such 
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times  as  the  board  may  approve,  at  a  compensation  not  to 
exceed  the  rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  for  each  year ;  and 
the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for 
payment  of  the  services  of  such  clerk.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 


Resolves  in  Favor  of  Establishing   Floating  Schools,  for  the  Education  Chap.    73. 

of  Seamen. 

Whereas  there  is  found,  in  all  our  commercial  ports,  to  f^^^^^?^^ 
be  a  great  scarcity  of  seamen  who  are  adequately  acquainted  seamen, 
with  the  art  of  navigation  and  seamanship,  and  that  our 
commerce  is  obviously  suffering  on  account  of  such  scarcity ; 

And  whereas,  in  wars  with  maritime  powers,  the  country 
must  rely,  for  its  success  and  glory,  upon  the  navy,  which 
must  be  manned  from  our  mercantile  marine ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  expedient  that  measures 
should  be  taken  to  encourage  youth  to  engage  in  this  ardu- 
ous calling,  by  establishing  schools  that  shall  afford  facilities 
for  educating  them  in  the  rudiments  of  navigation  and  sea- 
manship ;  and  the  interests  of  commerce  and  the  navy  hav- 
ing been  placed  by  our  laws  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
general  government,  it  would  be  appropriate  and  highly 
advantageous  for  congress  to  patronize  the  enterprise  of 
encouraging  and  educating  seamen,  by  establishing  floating 
schools  In  the  principal  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  Governor  to 
to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolves   to   our  senators  and  copies, 
representatives  in  congress,  and  request  them  to  lay  the 
same  before  congress  for  their  consideration.     [Approved 
hy  the  Governor,  April  28,  1854.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  John  Mead.  Chap.    74. 

Resolved,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  Tuie^^^  knd 
the  title  to  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging,  situated  in  Newton,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  described  in  a  deed  from  said  John  Mead,  exec- 
utor to  Harlus  W.  Witherell,  dated  the  fifteenth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  re- 
corded with  the  Middlesex  deeds,  book  six  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  page  three  hundred  and  eighty-two,  to  which 
reference  is  to  be  had,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  confirmed 
to  the  said  Harlus  W.  Witherell,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and 
that  he  and  they  shall  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple  forever. 
[Appi'oved  hy  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 
56 
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L'llCip.     iO.  Resolve  in  relation  to  the  Old  Colony  Records, 

Compensation  Resolved,  That  the  compensation  to  be  paid  the  register 
dex to  oicfcoi-  of  decds  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  for  making  a  complete 
ony  Records,  ^ax^  common  indcx  of  all  the  volumes  of  the  Old  Colony 
Records,  which  are  now  severally  indexed,  and  also  an  index 
of  the  book  of  court  actions,  never  indexed ;  and  of  the 
book  of  births  and  burials,  be  fixed  by  the  governor  and 
council,  at  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  deemed  reasonable ; 
and  that  the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant 
for  the  payment  of  the  same ;  any  thing  in  the  Resolve, 
passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty -two,  or  any  other  act  or  acts,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  [Ajppi'oved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  29,  1854.] 

Chop.    76.  Resolves  concerning  the  State  Library. 

Arrangement       Resolved,  That  the  commissioncrs  for  the   enlargement 
ofbooks,maps,^^  the  State  House,  be   authorized  and  required  to  furnish 
the  apartments  for  the  State  library  with  suitable  alcoves, 
galleries,  shelves,  and  other  needful  conveniences,  under  the 
direction  of  the  librarian  and  trustees  of  said  library ;   and 
on  the  completion  of   said  apartments,  the  librarian  and 
trustees  be  authorized  to   transfer  and  arrange  therein,  as 
they  may  deem  best,  all  the  books,  maps,  charts,  and  other 
things  belonging  to  said  library,  and  to  employ  such  assist- 
ance as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
Catalogue  of        Resolved,  That  the  librarian  and  trustees   of  the  State 
ibrary.  library  be  authorized  to  prepare   and  print  a  convenient 

catalogue  of  said  library,  with  the  most  approved  classifica- 
tion, and  to  employ  clerical  assistance  necessary  for  that 
purpose ;  and  tlie  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  treasury,  to  defray  the  reasonable  extra 
expense  of  such  transfer,  arrangement  and  catalogue. 
Duty  of  trus-  Resolved,  That  the  trustees  of  the  State  library  be  au- 
^^^^'  thorized,  at  their  discretion,  to  recall  and  restore  to  said 

library,  any  works  or  duplicate  volumes  deposited  in  other 
places  under  any  former  resolves,  and  not  make  such  de- 
posits hereafter.  I  Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  29, 
1854.] 
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Resolve  relative  to  Meteorological  Observations.  Chap.    77. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  PO  a  y^ear,  for 
treasury,  thirty  dollars  a  year,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  to  taking    obser- 
cach  of  the  persons  employed,  in  full  for  each  year's  service  ^^tions. 
hereafter  performed,  in  taking  meteoroloo-ical  observations 
at  the  thirteen  stations  now  established  in  Massachusetts : 
provided,  that  no  greater   sum  than  thirty  dollars   shall  be 
paid  for  services  for  one  year,  at  one  station,  and  provided,  ProTiso. 
further,  that  the  governor  shall  be  reasonably  satisfied  that 
the   person  claiming  the   appropriation,  has  taken  all  the 
observations  and  memoranda  required   by  the   Smithsonian 
Institution.     And  the  governor  is  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  for  the  same.      [Approved  by  the    Governor,  April 
29,  1854] 


Resolve  concerning  the  Expenses    of  the  Sickness    of  Members  of  the  Chcq).    7o. 
General  Court. 

Resolved,  That  all  claims  for  expenses   of  sickness  of  ciaims^to  be 
members  of  the  legislature,  be  presented  to   the  State  Au-  ''^pp'^"''''  • 
ditor  for  his  examination  and  approval ;  and  the  governor  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  to   pay  such  claims 
a«  shall  be   approved  by  the  auditor.      [Approved  bij  the 
Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Edward   L.   Penniman,  and    Sarah  Augusta  Chap.    79. 
Penniman,  his  wife. 

Resolved,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  J^e°^s^^.^^<''^^^y 
George  Morey,  executor  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  ^^g^^tg^^eed." 
Montgomery  Newell,  late  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, deceased,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered in  his  said  capacity,  to  execute  a  suitable  deed,  where- 
by he  shall  grant  and  convey  to  some  suitable  person  or 
persons,  to  be  agreed  upon  by  him  and  the  said  Edward  L. 
and  Sarah  Augusta,  a  certain  parcel  of  land  conveyed  to 
said  Newell,  by  an  indenture  made  and  concluded  on  the 
iifth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  by  and  between  William  W.  Stone  of  the  first  part, 
said  Newell  of  the  second  part,  and  said  Edward  L.  and 
Sarah  Augusta  of  the  third  part,  and  recorded  in  the  reg- 
istry of  deeds,  for  said  county  of  Suffolk,  lib.  607,  fol.  212, 
with  proper  declarations  of  trust,  so  that  the  said  grantee 
or  grantees,  shall  be  constituted  trustee  or  trustees  in  the 
place  and  stead  of  said  Newell,  to  execute  and  perform  all 
and  singular  the  trusts  specified  and  declared  iu  and  by  the 
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aforeraentioued  indenture,  and  by  the  original  indenture  there- 
in mentioned,  or  such  of  the  said  trusts  as  were  not  executed 
by  said  Newell.  And  such  deed  so  executed  by  said  Morej^, 
as  such  executor,  shall  vest  the  legal  fee  of  the  aforenamed 
parcel  of  land,  in  such  grantee  or  grantees,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  with  the  same  force  and  effect,  in  all  respects, 
as  though  the  same  had  been  executed  by  the  said  Newell, 
in  his  lifetime,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  said  indenture. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 


Chap.    80.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Widow  of  the  late  Richard  Sampson. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  pay  roll  be  in- 
structed to  make  up  the  pay  of  Richard  Sampson,  deceased, 
late  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  the 
town  of  Middleborough,  to  the  close  of  the  session,  and  that 
the  amount  be  paid  to  the  widow  of  said  deceased.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.    81.  Resolve  relating  to  Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Amendments  Resolved,  That  all  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
to  be  engrossed  ^|^|g  Commonwealth  which  have  been,  or  shall  be  agreed  to 
by  this  legislature  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, be  engrossed  on  parchment,  signed  by  the  presiding 
ofiicers  of  the  two  branches,  ''  attested  by  the  clerks  of  the 
same,"  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29, 
1854.] 


Chap.  82.  Resolve  for  the  Appointment  of  a  Commission  to  consider  the  Expedi- 
ency of  obviatina:  the  Crossings  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad 
Corporation,  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  the  Boston  and  Maine 
Railroad  Company,  and  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Re- 
peal of  so  much  of  the  Charters  of  the  same  as  allows  them  to  cross 
Causeway  Street,  in   Boston. 

Three  commis-  Resolved,  That  the  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
pointed.^^"  °^  ^^^®  council,  is  hereby  reqiured  to  appoint  a  commission 
of  three  competent,  and  skilful,  and  disinterested  persons, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  each  one  of  the  places 
where  the  railroads  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  or 
the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation,  or  the  Eastern 
Railroad  Company,  or  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Com- 
pany, may,  within  two  miles  of  the  city  of  Boston,  cross 
each  other,  or  any  one  of  each,  or  any  railroad,  and  devise 
means  to  obviate  any  such  crossings ;  also,  to  consider  the 
justice  and  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  charters 
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of  such  of  said  corporations  as  allows  their  trains  to  cross 
Causeway  Street,  in  said  i^oston. 

Said  commission  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  hear  Duty. 
all  the  parties  interested  in  the  matter  of  said  crossings, 
and  repeal,  and  for  this  purpose  to  give  due  notice  to  each 
of  said  corporations  of  the  time  and  place  when  they  will 
proceed  to  examine  and  determine  upon  said  matter,  by 
serving  a  written  notice  upon  the  clerk  of  each  of  said  cor- 
porations, at  least  fourteen  days  before  such  time ;  and  to 
all  other  persons,  by  publishing  notice  thereof  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  published  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  such 
time  as  said  commission  may  deem  proper ;  and  said  com- 
mission shall  consider,  decide,  and  report  to  the  next  legis- 
lature of  this  Commonwealth,  the  best  manner,  in  their 
judgment,  to  obviate  said  crossings,  and  what  exchanges  of 
raifroads,  lands,  bridges  and  depots,  by  either  one  or  all 
of  said  corporations,  are  necessary,  one  with  another,  and 
what  further  lands  or  property  it  may  be  necessary  for  any 
or  either  of  said  corporations  to  take,  to  effect  said  purpose, 
and  what  sum  or  sums  of  money  it  may  be  necessary  for 
one  or  the  other  of  said  corporations  to  pay  to  any  or  either 
of  the  others,  to  equalize  any  exchange  of  lands,  railroads, 
bridges,  or  depots,  necessary  for  said  purpose  ;  and  on  what 
ternis  and  conditions  so  much  of  the  charters  of  said  cor- 
porations as  allows  their  trains  to  cross  said  Causeway 
Street  should  be  repealed,  if  they  shall  deem  it  just  and 
expedient;  and  in  general,  all  things  necessary  to  be  done 
to  accomplish  said  purposes,  in  a  just  and  equitable  manner. 
\^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April2%,  1854.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  Dalton  Goulding.  CliajJ.    83. 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  the  injuries  received 
by  Dalton  Goulding,  a  member  of  this  House  from  Sher-. 
born,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  legislative  duties,  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  him,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  that  the 
governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Resolve 'for  Repairs  upon  the  State  House.  Chap.    84. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  be,  gis.ooo  for  re 
and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  defray  the  necessary  expense  p^"^'- 
of  incidental  repairs  upon  the  State  House,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  necessary  articles  of  furniture  during  the  pre- 
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sent  year,  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  and  the  various 
offices  connected  therewith ;  and  that  the  same  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and  the  com- 
mittee on  "public  buildings."  [Approved  by  the  Govenioi-, 
April  29,  1854.] 

Chap.    85.  Resolve  in  aid  of  the  Female  Medical  Education  Society. 

^1,000  paidan-      Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  annually, 

nuaiiy  for  five  f^j.  g^g  years  from  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  be  appropriated  to 
the  Female  Medical  Education  Society,  in  aid  of  the  medi- 
cal education  of  females,  by  the  establishment  of  forty 
scholarships ;  the  beneficiaries  of  which  shall  be  selected 
from  the  best  qualified  applicants,  from  the  senatorial  dis- 
tricts, in  numbers  in  accordance  with  the  senatorial  appor- 

Quarteriy  pay-  tioumcnt  to  Said  districts  ;  to  be  paid  in  quarterly  payments  ; 

ments.  ^|^q  gjji,l  amount  to  be   deducted  from  the   moiety  of  the 

school  fund,  devoted  to  educational  purposes,  and  the  gov- 
ernor is  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Ap- 
proved hy  the  Governor,  April  29,  1854.] 

Chap).    86.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  George  VV.  Livermore. 

Authorized  to  Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
of  ^reai  estTte.  Gcorge  W.  Llvemiore,  of  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, guardian  of  Samuel  Watson,  a  person  non  compos 
mentis,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  make,  execute  and 
deliver,  good  and  sufficient  deeds,  to  convey  in  fee  simple  to 
the  present  holders  of  the  parcels  of  real  estate,  situate  in 
Boundaries  of  said  Cambridge,  and  herein-after  described,  to  wit :  a  cer- 
fand^^'^  ^°*  °^  tain  lot  of  land,  about  three  acres  and  twenty-seven  rods  in 
area,  conveyed  to  John  Davenport  by  warranty  deed,  dated 
April  eighth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
and  recorded  with  Middlesex  deeds  in  book  three  hundred 
and  fifty-two,  at  page  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight.  Said 
lot  is  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit :  beginning 
at  a  corner  next  the  old  county  road,  thence  running  north- 
westerly, three  rods,  twenty-three  links,  by  said  road  and 
Kidder's  Lane  ;  westerly,  by  said  lane,  twenty  rods ;  south, 
by  said  lane,  six  rods ;  then  south,  or  south-west,  one  rod 
and  twenty  links ;  south-east,  twenty  rods  and  five  links,  by 
land  of  H.  Potter ;  then  south-east,  eleven  rods  and  twenty 
links,  by  said  Davenport's  land ;  then  north-east,  thirty-two 
Another  lot.  rods  and  sixteen  links,  to  the  point  of  beginning.  Also,  a 
certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  Edwin  Evans,  by  warranty 
deed,  dated  March  second,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
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thirty-six,  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  in  book  three  hundred 
and  tifty-one,  at  page  one  hundred  and  fifty-six,  bounded  as 
follows,  to  wit:  south-easterly,  ninety  feet  by  land  of  Lot 
Hayden,  and  land  of  Gamaliel  Merritt ;  north-easterly,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  and  six  inches,  by  land  of 
Roland  Litchfield,  and  land  of  W.  P.  Dana ;  north-westerly, 
ninety  feet,  by  land  of  Jacob  Nudd ;  south-westerly,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  and  six  inches,  being  lot  num- 
bered ''three  "  and  part  of  lot  numbered  "  four"  (on  Tufts's 
plan)  of  the  series  of  numbers  on  Sun  Street.  Also,  a  cer-  Another  lot. 
tain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  Elijah  Johnson  by  warranty  deed, 
dated  September  fourteenth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  in  book  three  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  at  page  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  bound- 
ed as  follows,  to  wit :  north-westerly,  sixty  feet  in  Grove 
Street;  north-easterly,  one  hundred  feet  on  Cottage  Street; 
south-easterly,  sixty-eight  feet  and  two  inches,  by  land  of 
grantors,  and  south-westerly,  one  hundred  feet  and  four  inches, 
by  land  of  Thomas  Warland,  being  the  most  westerly  lot  of 
a  series  of  lots  on  west  side  of  Sun  Street,  (on  Hayward's 
plan,)  containing  about  six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixteen  square  feet.  Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  Another  lot. 
Jacob  Nudd,  by  warranty  deed,  dated  August  ninth,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  recorded  as  afore- 
said, in  book  three  hundred  and  fifty-four,  at  page  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  south-easterly, 
ninety  feet  by  land  of  E.  Evans ;  north-easterly,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  feet  and  six  inches,  by  land  of  Samuel 
Hancock,  and  land  late  of  William  Dana;  north-westerly, 
ninety  feet  by  Magazine  Street,  and  south-westerly,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  and  six  inches,  by  William 
Street,  being  lot  numbered  ''four,"  and  part  of  lot  numbered 
"three"  (on  Tufts's  plan)  of  the  series  of  lots  on  the  north- 
west side  of  Sun  Street.  Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  con-  Another  lot. 
veyed  to  Charles  Valentine,  by  warranty  deed,  dated  June 
twenty-third,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  in  book  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine,  at  page  two  hundred  and  ninety,  bounded  as  follows, 
to  wit :  south-easterly,  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet,  on 
Magazine  Street;  south-westerly,  from  one  forty  foot  street 
to  another ;  then  north-westerly,  from  said  Magazine  Street, 
one  hundred  and  eleven  feet  on  each  of  said  forty  foot 
streets,  being  lots  numbered  "  twelve  "  and  "  twenty-one," 
and  eleven  feet  into  lots  numbered  "  eleven  "  and  "  twenty- 
two"  (on  Tufts's  plan)  of  a  series  of  lots  on  the  north-west 
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Another  lot.  ^{^q  of  Sun  Street.  Also,  a  certain  other  lot  conveyed  to 
William  Hovey,  Jr.,  and  Larnard  F.  Marldiam,  by  warranty 
deed,  dated  July  seventh,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  in  book  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six,  at  page  nine,  bounded  as  follows,  to 
wit :  beginning  on  William  Street,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  feet  from  Magazine  Street ;  thence  running  north- 
westerly, on  south-west  side  of  said  street,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet;  then  south-westerly,  ninety  feet;  then  south- 
easterly,  one   hundred    and    twenty-five    feet;  then  north- 

Another  lot.  easterly,  ninety  feet,  to  the  point  of  beginning.  Also,  a 
certain  other  lot  conveyed  to  William  Hovey,  Jr.,  and 
Larnard  F.  Markham,  by  warranty  deed,  dated  October  first, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  recorded 
as  aforesaid,  in  book  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  at 
page  one  hundred  and  eighty,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit : 
north-easterly,  fifty  feet  on  a  forty  foot  street ;  north-easterly, 
sixty-eight  feet,  more  or  less,  by  land  of  Elijah  Johnson ; 
south-westerly,  seventy-two  feet,  by  land  of  grantors,  on  a 
line  parallel  with  the  north-westerly  line  of  said  lot,  and 
south-westerly,  by  land  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Warland. 

Another  lot.  Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  William  Hovey,  Jr.,  and 
Larnard  F.  Markham,  by  warranty  deed,  dated  May  seven- 
teenth, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  re- 
corded, as  aforesaid,  in  book  three  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
at  page  five  hundred  and  forty-three,  lying  on  the  south- 
westerly side  of  Cottage  Street,  and  bounded  as  follows,  to 
wit:  beginning  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  south-westerly 
from  junction  of  said  street  with  Grove  Street,  and  running 
a  south-easterly  course,  on  the  south-westerly  side  of  said 
Cottage  Street,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  feet;  then  at  a 
right  angle,  south-westerly,  in  a  straight  line,  eighty-three 
feet,  more  or  less,  to  land  of  heirs  of  Francis  Dana,  or  of 
heirs  of  Thomas  Warland,  bounded  south-easterly  by  other 
land  of  grantors ;  then  north-westerly,  on  the  north-easterly 
side  of  said  land  of  said  heirs  of  Thomas  Warland,  to  land 
conveyed  by  said  grantors  to  said  Hovey  and  Markham ; 
then  north-easterly,  bounded  north-westerly  by  said  land  of 
said  Hovey  and  Markham,  seventj^-two  feet  and  six  inches, 

Another  lot.  more  or  less,  to  the  point  first  mentioned.  Also,  a  certain 
other  lot  of  land,  conveyed  to  William  B.  Hovey,  by  war- 
ranty deed,  dated  June  twenty-ninth,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty,  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  in  book  three 
hundred  and  ninty-five,  at  page  seven,  bounded  as  follows, 
to  wit:  beginning  one  hundred  feet  west  from  junction  of 
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Ma^razine  Street  with  William  Street,  (as  sliown  on  Wads- 
worth's  plan,)  ruiiniii'^  on  south-westerly  side  of  said  Wil- 
liam Street,  north-\vesterly,  sixty  feet;  then  south-westerly, 
on  the  south-east  side  of  laud  of  grantors,  ninety  feet; 
thence  north-westerly,  on  the  south-westerly  side  of  laud  of  ^ 

said  grantee,  sixty  J'eet;  then  south-westerly,  on  the  south- 
easterly side  of  land  of  the  grantors,  twenty  feet;  thence 
south  easterly,  by  north-easterly  side  of  laud  conveyed  by 
grantors  to  William  Hove}',  Jr.,  and  Larnard  F.  Markham, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet;  thence  north-easterly,  on  the 
north-westerly  side  of  land  of  Charles  Valentine,  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  feet,  to  the  point  first  mentioned.  Also,  a  Another  lot. 
certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  William  Hovey,  *Jr.,  and 
Larnard  F.  Markham,  by  warranty  deed,  dated  June  twenty- 
ninth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  recorded 
as  aforesaid,  in  book  three  hundred  and  ninety-five,  at  page 
sixty-three,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  beginning  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  feet  from  the  junction  of  Magazine  Street 
with  Cottage  Street;  thence  north-westerly,  on  the  north- 
east side  of  said  Cottage  Street,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet;  then  north-easterly,  seventy  feet,  bounded  on  the 
north-west  by  other  land  of  grantors;  thence -south-easterly 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  bounded  north-easterly  by 
land  conveyed  by  grantors  to  William  B.  Hovey ;  then  south- 
westerly, seventy  feet  to  first  mentioned  point  on  Cottage 
Street,  bounded  on  the  south  by  land  of  Charles  Valentine. 
Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  Nathaniel  S.  Ewer,  by  Another  lot. 
warranty  deed,  dated  May  twenty-second,  in  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-three,  and  recorded,  as  aforesaid,  in 
book  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  at  page  five  hundred 
and  fourteen,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a 
point  on  the  north-easterly  side  of  Cottage  Street,  one 
hundred  and  eleven  feet  west  from  its  junction  with  Maga- 
zine Street;  thence  running  north-westerly  forty  feet ;  thence 
north-easterly,  seventy  feet,  bounded  north-westerly  by  other 
land  of  grantors ;  then  south-easterly,  forty  feet,  bounded 
north-easterly  by  land  of  William  B.  Hovey ;  thence  south- 
westerly, seventy  feet,  to  point  first  mentioned,  bounded 
south-easterly  by  land  of  Charles  Valentine,  as  shewn  in 
Wadsworth's  plan.  Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  Another  lot. 
Samuel  P.  Estabrook,  by  warranty  deed,  dated  December 
second,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  re- 
corded as  aforesaid,  in  book  four  hundred  and  thirty-five,  at 
page  one  hundred  and  forty-six,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit : 
beginning  at  a  point  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  north- westerly 
57 
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from  the  junction  of  Cottage  Street  with  Magazine  Street ; 
thence  running  north-westerly  on  the  north-easterly  side  of 
said  Cottage  Street,  forty  feet ;  thence  north-easterly,  seventy 
feet,  bounded  north-westerly  by  other  land  of  the  grantors; 
thence  soutli-easterly,  bounded  north-easterly  by  land  of 
*  William  B.  Hovey,  forty  feet;  thence  south-westerly,  bound- 

ed south-easterly  by  land  of  Nathaniel  Ewer,  seventy  feet, 

Another  lot.  to  point  first  mentioned.  Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  con- 
veyed by  warranty  deed,  dated  December  nineteenth,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  lying  on  the  north- 
easterly side  of  William  Street,  measuring  fifteen  feet  on 
said  street,  by  ninety  feet  deep,  bounded  north-westerly  by 
other  l^d  of  the  grantors,  and  south-easterly  by  land  of 
the  grantee,  the  most  southerly  corner  of  said  lot  on  William 
Street  being  two  hundred  feet  westerly  from  the  junction 
of  said  William  Street  with  Magazine  Street;  said  deed 
being  recorded,  as  aforesaid,  in  book  four  hundred  and  forty- 

Another  lot.  scven,  at  page  four  hundred  and  sixty-five.  Also,  a  certain 
other  lot,  conveyed  to  Charles  W.  Smith,  by  warranty  deed, 
dated  September  sixteenth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-four,  and  recorded,  as  aforesaid,  in  book  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine,  at  page  three  hundred  and  eighty-two, 
bounded  north-easterly  by  Cottage  Street,  fifty-six  feet; 
north-westerly  eighty-three  feet  and  two  inches,  by  land 
conveyed  by  the  grantors  to  William  Hovey,  Jr.,  and  Larn- 
ard  F.  Markham ;  south-easterly  eighty-seven  feet  and  ten 
inches,  by  other  laud  of  the  grantors,  on  a  line  parallel  with 
the  last  mentioned  line,  and  south-westerly  by  land  now  or 

Another  lot.  late  of  the  lieirs  of  Francis  Dana.  Also,  a  certain  other 
lot,  conveyed  to  Robert  Carson,  by  warranty  deed,  dated 
June  eleventh,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five, 
and  recorded,  as  aforesaid,  in  book  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
six,  at  page  one  hundred  and  ninety-one,  bounded  as  follows, 
to  wit:  beginning  at  the  junction  of  Pearl  and  Watson 
Streets,  thence  running  south-westerly  on  the  south-easterly 
side  of  said  Pearl  Street,  fifty  feet;  thence  south-easterly, 
on  a  line  parallel  with  said  Watson  Street,  one  hundred 
feet;  thence  south-westerly,  on  a  line  parallel  with  said 
Pearl  Street,  one  hundred  feet,  to  said  Watson  Street; 
thence  north-westerly,  on  the  south-westerly  side  of  said 
Watson  Street,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  feet,  to  the 
point  of  beginning,  being  the  north-easterly  half  of  lot  num- 
bered "twenty,"  and  a  portion  of  the  north-westerly  side  of 

Another  lot.  lot  numbered  "  twenty-one  "  on  Tufts's  plan.  Also,  a  certain 
other  lot,  conveyed  to  Jacob  Nudd  and  Jacob  Eaton,  by  war^ 
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ranty  deed,  dated  May  first,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-fiv^e,  and  recorded,  as  aforesaid,  in  book  five  hundred, 
at  pao-e  two  hundred  and  thirty-six,  situate  on  the  north- 
easterly side  of  William  Street,  measuring  thirty  feet  on 
said  street,  by  ninety  feet  deep,  bounded  north-westerly  by 
other  land  of  the  grantors,  and  south-easterly  by  land  sold 
by  the  o-rantors  to  Horace  Hews,  the  most  southerly  corner 
of  said  tot  on  William  Street  being  two  hundred  and  filteen 
feet  westerly  from  the  junction  of  said  street  with  Magazine 
Street,  as  per  Wadsworth's  plan.    Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  Another  lot. 
conveyed  to  Jacob  Eaton  and  Jesse  Haley,  by  warranty 
deed,  dated  February  sixteenth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven,  and  recorded,  as  aforesaid,  in  book 
five  hundred,  page  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  bounded  as 
follows,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a  point  two  hundred  and  htty- 
six  feet  westerly  from  the  junction  of  Cottage  with  Maga- 
zine  Street;    thence  north-easterly,  by  the  north-westerly 
side  of  the  land  of  W.  H.  Hovey,  ninety  feet;  thence  north- 
westerly on  a  line  parallel  with  said  Cottage  Street  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eio-ht  feet  and  eight  inches,  more  or  less, 
to  the  Brighton  Road;   thence  westerly,  by  the   side  ot 
said  Bri^>-hton  Road,  ninety-five  feet  and  six  inches,  to  Urove 
Street;  "thence  south-westerly,  by  the  side  of  said  Grove 
Street,  fuur  feet  and  four  inches,  to  said  Cottage  Street ; 
thence  south-easterlv,  by  said  Cottage  Street,  two  hundred 
and  thirty-one  feet  and  two  inches,  to  the  point  first  men- 
tioned, as  delineated  on  Wadsworth's  plan.    Also,  a  certain  Another  lot. 
other  lot,  conveved  to  Joseph  Osborne,  by  warranty  deed, 
dated  March  twentieth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six,  and  recorded,  as  aforesaid,  in  book  five  hundred 
and  ten,  at  page  one  hundred  and  thirteen,  bounded  as  fol- 
lows to  wit:  beginning  at  a  point  one  hundred  feet  west- 
erly froV  the  junction  of  William  Street  with  Pearl  Street; 
thence  westerly,  on  the  side  of  said  William  Street,  fiity 
feet  by  ninety  in  depth,  bounded  north-westerly  and  south- 
westerly by  other  land  of  the  grantors ;  south-easterly  by 
land  of  Ciiarles  Valentine,-  and  north-easterly  by  William 
Street.    Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  George  Cuin-  Another  lot. 
min'^s,  by  warranty  deed,   dated  April  fourteenth,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  re- 
corded, as  aforesaid,  in  book  five  hundred  and  ten,  at  page 
one   hun  Ired  and  forty-seven,  measuring  fifty-five  feet  on 
William  Street,  by  ninety  feet  in  depth,  the  most  nortnerly 
point  on  said  street  being  ninety  feet  south-easterly  irom 
the  junction  of  said  street  with  Magazine  Street,  bounded 
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Another  lot. 


Another  lot. 


Another  lot. 


north-westerly  ninety  feet  by  land  of  Charles  Wood,  and 
south-westerly  fifty-five  feet  by  other  land  of  the  grantors, 
and  north-easterly  by  said  William  Street.     Also,  a  certain 
other  lot  conveyed  to  Charles  W.  Smyth,  by  warranty  deed, 
dated  April  first,  ia  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six,  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  in  book  five  hundred  and 
thirteen,  at  page  thirty,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  begin- 
ning  at  a  point  one  hundred  feet  westerly  from  the  junction 
of  Cottage  with  Magazine  Street,  thence  westerly  on  the 
south-west  side  of  said  Cottage  Street,  fifty-six  feet  and  nine 
inches,  to  land  of  the  grantee,  said  lot  being  in  depth  ninety- 
two  feet  and  eight  inches  on  its  south-easterly  side,  to  land 
of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Dana,  and  eighty-seven  feet  and  ten 
inches   on  its  north-westerly  side,  bounded  north-westerly 
by  land  of  the  grantee,  and  south-easterly  by  other  land  of 
the  grantors.     Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  Jacob 
Nudd  by  warranty  deed,  dated  January  twenty-seventh,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  recorded  as 
aforesaid,  in  book  five  hundred  and  ten,  at  page  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  situate  at  the  corner  of  William  Street 
and  Brighton  Road ;  bounded  south-westerly,  by  said  William 
Street,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  and  five  inches; 
south-easterly,  by  land  of  the  grantee,  ninety  feet ;  north-east- 
erly, by  land  of  the  grantee,  ninety  feet  and  eleven  inches  ; 
and  northerly,  by  said  Brighton  Road,  one  hundred  feet  and 
six  inches.     Also,  a  certain  other  lot,  conveyed  to  William 
B.   Hovey,  by  warranty  deed,  dated  May  first,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  recorded  as  aforesaid, 
in  book  five  hundred  and  seventy,  at  page  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight,  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  bounded  as  follows, 
to  wit :  beginning  at  a  point  on  William  Street,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-one  feet,  west  from  the  junction  of  said  street 
with  Magazine   Street;  thence  south-westerly  by  the  north- 
west  side  of  land  now  or  late  of  Nathan  Fisk,  ninety  feet; 
thence  north-westerly  on  a  line  parallel  with  said  William 
Street  and  by  the  north-easterly  side  of  other  land  of  the 
grantors,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  feet  and  ten  inches,  to 
the  Brighton  Road;  thence  easterly,  by  the  southerly  side 
of  said  road,  one  hundred  feet,  to   said  William  Street; 
then    south-easterly  by  said  William  Street,  one  hundred 
and  nine  feet  and  two  inches,  to  the  starting  point.     All  the 
right,  title   and  interest  of  the   said  Samuel,  in  and   to  the 
said  parcels,  being  one  undivided  fourth  part  thereof,  a  full 
and  adequate  consideration  for  the  same,  having  been  he]  e- 
tofore  paid  to  his  use.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Azril 
29,1854.]  I  rr  ^  ,    i- 


INAUGURAL   ADDRESS 


HIS  EXCELLENCY  EMORY  WASHBURN. 


Representatives'  Chamber,  Jan.  12,  1854. 

At  one  o'clock,  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  accompa- 
nied hy  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council,  and  the  various  officers 
of  the  government,  attended  hy  a  Joint  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses,  a?id  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk,  met  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  convention,  and 
delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  the  House  of  Representatives  : — 

Having  been  honored  by  an  election  to  the  office  to  the 
performance  of  whose  duties  I  have  just  taken  and  sub- 
scribed the  requisite  oaths,  I  deem  this  a  fitting  occasion, 
ia  conformity  with  a  time-honored  usage,  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  some  considerations  which  should  be  regarded  in 
conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Government. 

Hitherto,  a  gracious  Providence  has  watched  over  the 
interests  of  our  Commonwealth,  and  to  that  guidance  we 
ought  to  look,  in  our  endeavors  to  promote  her  welfare  and 
her  honor. 

The  trust  committed  to  us  is  worthy  of  our  highest 
efforts,  and  our  reward  should  be  sought  in  the  consciousness 
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of  having  devoted  to  it  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  willing  and 
sincere  minds. 

Coming,  as  I  do,  from  the  engrossing  duties  of  a  profes- 
sion whose  business  it  is  to  interpret  existing  laws,  rather 
than  to  devise  new  ones,  I  cannot  be  expected,  at  this  stage 
of  our  official  relation,  to  offer  many  suggestions  respecting 
the  business  of  the  session. 

Should  new  developments  be  hereafter  disclosed,  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  will  become  an  agree- 
able duty  to  lay  them  before  you  to  aid  you  in  your  delibera- 
tions. 

Fortunately,  we  have,  already,  the  means  of  accurately 
comprehending  the  nature  of  the  high  duties  which  devolve 
upon  the  respective  branches  of  the  government. 

We  have  for  our  example,  that  course  of  wise  legislation 
under  which  our  Commonwealth  has  so  eminently  prospered. 
And  we  have,  too,  an  unerring  guide  in  the  sound  political 
principles  which  the  Constitution,  with  signal  wisdom  and 
foresight,  has  embodied  in  its  provisions. 

In  view  of  the  general  agitation  which  has  exercised  the 
public  mind  during  the  past  year,  it  seems  to  me  proper,  at 
this  time,  to  refer,  briefly,  to  some  of  those  leading  princi- 
ples, and  the  extent  to  which  they  have  become  incorporated 
into  the  legislation  of  the  Commonwealth.  Nor,  I  trust, 
will  the  examination  be  deemed  ill-timed,  or  the  topic  too 
hackneyed  or  familiar. 

In  doing  this,  we  cannot  fail  to  admire  the  skill  with 
which  the  elements  of  a  free  and  independent  government 
are  inwrought  into  that  instrument,  and  the  foresight  which, 
through  a  popular  representation,  anticipates  and  supplies 
the  wants  of  a  thriving  Commonwealth. 

It  assumes  that  the  people  will  have  intelligence  and  hon- 
esty enough  to  make  wise  laws,  and  therefore,  prescribes 
only  in  general  terms,  the  limits  within  which  the  power  may 
be  exercised. 

The  Constitution  recognizes  the  sacred  relation  of  Man 
to  his  Maker,  the  maintenance  of  a  sound  morality,  the  uni- 
versal diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  the  guaranty  of  life, 
liberty,  and  the  right  of  property  to  all,  as  the  elementary 
principles  of  a  free  government.  And  the  past  history  of 
the  Commonwealth  illustrates  the  harmony  with  which  the 
grand  conception  of  making,  interpreting  and  administering 
laws  for  these  high  purposes,  by  fixed  and  intelligible  rules, 
has  been  carried  out. 

The  results  of  this  action  of  the  government,  legislative, 
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judicial  and  executive,  have  won  for  her  the  honored  appel- 
lation of  a  "  Model  Commonwealth." 

There  might,  after  so  many  years  of  legislation,  seem  to 
be  little  occasion  for  the  enactment  of  new  statutes.  But 
the  experience  of  each  year  proves  the  impossibility  ot 
anticipating  completed  the  increasing  necessities  ot_  the 
State;  and  tlie  verv  existence  of  unsupplied  wants  is,  in 
itself,  an  evidence  of  its  rapid  growth  in  population  and 

resources.  , 

This  necessity  demonstrates  the  intimate  connection  there 
is  between  the  administration  of  a  government  and  the 
business  prosperitv  of  its  citizens,  and  you  are  now  assem- 
bled to  inquire  into  these  wants,  and  to  supply  them  as  lar 
as  practicable.  i     ^i      n 

Within  the  limited  range  of  action  left  you  by  the  Con- 
stitution, it  will  not  ordinarily  be  difficult  to  discriminate 
between  the  actual  exigencies  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
those  speculative  reforms,  which  derive  their  importance 
from  momentary  impulse  rather  than  the  conviction  ot  the 
people's  iudgment.  . 

If  we  'analyze  the  Constitution,  and  the  course  of  legis- 
lation under  it,  we  shall  find  that,  while  the  law  leaves^  the 
inner  lio-ht  of  conscience  where  it  belongs,  and  every  indi- 
vidual is  secure  in  the  free  and  unmolested  exercise  of  his 
own  form  of  worship,  little  remains  for  legislation  upon  the 
subject  of  religious  iaith;  for  though  an  element  in  the  gov- 
ernment, neither  sect  nor  denomination  are  recognized  m 
the  dispensation  of  civil  rights  or  political  power. 

In  the  field  of  Morals  there  is  a  wider  scope  for  action, 
thouo-h  it  is  not,  always,  easy  to  determine  what  will  serve 
the  public  good,  or  meet  the  actual  demands  of  the  public 

will.  T      T       1  •  P 

So  far  as  positive  crimes  are  concerned,  littie  remains  lor 
consideration  beyond,  perhaps,  the  nature   and  degree  of 
punishment.     And  the  same  may  be   said  of  a  pretty  large 
class  of  acts  which  are   declared  penal,  simply  because  ot      . 
their  eifect  upon  society.  _ 

In  respect  to  one  class  of  these,— the  obtaining  of  goods 
by  false  pretences  under  the  form  of  purchase,— it  may  be 
proper  to  inquire  if  a  regard  to  the  security  of  both  parties 
does  not  require  that  the  representation  by  which  it  is 
sought  to  charge  the  purchaser,  should  be  made  in  writing, 
in  o'rder  to  his  being  convicted  of  a  crime  of  so   serious  a 

Beyond  these  lies  a  broad  field  of  moral  action,  in  respect 
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to  wbicli  there  are  widely  differino;  opinions   as  to  the  "wis- 
doin  of  direct  legislative  interposition. 

That  society  has  a  right  to  protect  itself  from  any  vice 
that  tends  to  undermine  its  foundations,  is  a  maxim  which 
few  would  controvert.  Nor  would  it  be  more  seriously 
contested  that,  if  necessary  for  this  purpose,  laws  may  be 
aimed  at  the  cause  of  an  acknowledged  evil,  instead  of 
dealing  with  its  effects  alone. 

Without  some  such  power  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  how 
society  could  exist  at  all. 

Careful  observation  and  much  wise  reflection  are  neces- 
sary to  determine  the  manner  and  extent  of  exercising  this 
power  towards  particular  vices.  Mere  legislation  is,  at 
best,  but  a  single  step  in  the  progress  of  any  reform.  Penal 
laws  -can  do  little  unless  they  have  their  foundation  in  a 
healthy  public  sentiment. 

Under  a  despotism,  it  is  true,  obedience  to  an  odious  de- 
cree may  be  enforced  by  the  machinery  of  executive  power; 
the  people  submit  because  it  is  stronger  than  their  own. 
But  under  a  free  government  like  ours,  which  emanates  from 
the  people  themselves,  there  can  be  no  superior  power; 
there  is  no  appeal  from  their  sober  conviction  or  settled 
determination.  Law,  when  thus  sustained,  commands  the 
implicit  obedience  of  all,  and  silently  lends  to  the  govern- 
ment an  element  of  strength  which  the  despotic  states  of 
the  Old  World  can  neither  measure  nor  comprehend. 

The  heated  action  of  partisan  zeal  should  never  be  mis- 
taken for  the  calm  resolve  of  an  enlightened  public  will. 
From  the  cauldron  of  party  strife,  few  subjects,  especially 
of  a  moral  nature,  can  come  out  unsoiled  l3y  the  passions 
which  are  always  mingled  with  its  ingredients. 

Still,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  effect  of  legislation  upon 
the  morals  of  a  state  may  be  most  sensibly  felt.  "A 
people,"  it  is  said,  "are  never  better  than  their  laws." 
They  become  the  exponent  of  the  judgment,  no  less  than 
the  standard  of  conscience,  of  the  body  politic ;  and  as 
such,  like  other  powerful  examples,  affect  the  conduct  and 
opinions  of  the  individual  citizen.  Whether  law  or  public 
sentiment  should  take  the  lead  in  moral  progress,  legisla- 
tion should  never  be  so  far  behind  an  enlightened  public 
will  as  to  clog  or  retard  it;  and  that  legislator  is  the  wisest 
moralist  who  most  niearly  keeps  pace  with  the  calm  and 
sober  judgment  of  a  discreet  and  conscientious  constituency. 

Turning  from  the  subject  of  public  morals  to  the  kindred 
one  of  public  charities,  Massachusetts  presents  an  example 
of  which  her  citizens  may  justly  be  proud. 
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In  addition  to  the  ordinary  relief  of  the  poor  in  their 
respective  places  of  settlement,  ample  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  foreign  poor  in  three  new  public  almshouses, 
where  the  burden  of  their  support  is  more  justly  equalized, 
and  a  home  secured  for  the  friendless  and  destitute  stranger. 
In  respect  to  the  insane,  she  has,  like  many  of  her  sister 
States,  followed  her  own  bright  example,  and  provided  new 
accommodations  for  their  safety  and  restoration  to  society. 
A  new  asylum  has  been  prepared,  and  it  is  hoped  that  not 
one  of  this  suffering  class  of  our  citizens  need  fail,  here- 
after, to  share  in  the  benefits  of  her  wise  benevolence. 

If  her  bounty  has  not  been  able  to  give  sight  to  the  blind, 
or  utterance  to  the  dumb,  it  has  opened  for  them  schools  of 
education,  and  offered  them  the  means  of  competency  and 
social  iafluence. 

Nor  has  the  prisoner  or  the  outcast  been  forgotten  m  her 
ministrations  of  mercy.  In  the  Reform  School,  at  West- 
borou'ih,  she  was  the  first,  it  is  believed,  to  follow  as  a  State 
the  le'ad  of  private  benevolence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
reformation  of  the  young,  by  the  discipline  of  the  school, 
and  the  imposed  habits  of  industry  and  self-control. 

Brief  as  the  experiment  has  been,  its  success^  has  been 
most  encouraging,  and  justifies  the  generous  anticipations  of 
its  munificent  benefactor,  whose  memory  is  embalmed  m 
the  grateful  recollections  of  a  whole  community. 

The  details  of  the  condition  and  practical  results  of  that 
institution  will  be  laid  before  you  by  its  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  in  view  of  its  success,  you  may  be  induced  to  inquire 
whether  a  similar  institution  for  youth  of  the  other  sex  may 
not  wisely  be  provided. 

Passing  from  these  local  institutions,  to  our  general  sys- 
tem of  Common  Schools,  we  enter  upon  a  topic  of  peculiar 
interest  to  Massachusetts.  The  fathers  of  the  Republic,  by 
a  foresight  almost  inspired,  conceived  the  true  value  of 
these,  and  devised  a  system,  at  the  very  first,  which,  with 
some  modifications,  has  served  the  purposes  of  popular  edu- 
cation through  every  stage  of  her  growth  and  progress. 
These  schools  have  been  her  glory  and  her  pride,  and  to 
them,  more  than  any  other  cause,  she  owes  her  rank  in  the 
scale  of  free  States. 

However  rigid  the  people  may  have  been  in  exacting  a 
strict  economy  in  the  expenditure  of.  public  money,  there 
has  rarely  been  any  complaint  of  charges  incurred  for  their 
schools.  On  the  contrary,  in  consequence  of  the  attention 
that  has  recently  been  awakened  to  the  subject,  the  school 
58 
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tax  throughout  the  State,  as  we  learn  from  a  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  had  nearly  doubled  between  the  years 
1841  and  1851,  amounting;,  instead  of  $2.59,  at  the  former 
period,  for  each  child  between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen, 
to  the  sum  of  $4.71,  at  the  latter  date,  for  each  child  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years. 

Even  in  respect  to  experiments  which  may  have  been  re- 
garded as  of  doubtful  expediency,  the  public  have  been  con- 
tent to  see  them  fairly  tested,  and  to  do  ample  justice  to 
the  measure  of  their  success. 

I  commend  this  subject  to  your  favor,  under  the  light 
which  will  be  thrown  upon  it  by  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

In  the  department  of  Business,  as  the  term  is  generally 
understood,  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  are  limited,  not 
only  by  the  control  over  it  which  has  been  delegated  to  the 
General  Government;  but  practically,  by  a  prevalent  dis- 
position in  the  people  to  manage  their  own  affairs.  Still, 
it  has  ever  been  considered  an  object  of  legislative  regard, 
as  will  readily  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  body  of  our 
existing  laws. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  assumed,  that  the  leading  policy  of 
Massachusetts,  for  many  years  past,  has  been  to  aid  and 
encourage  business,  and  especially  the  labor  and  home  in- 
dustry of  its  citizens.  And  the  fruits  of  this  policy  may 
be  seen  in  the  progress  of  the  Commonwealth  during  that 
period,  in  every  thing  that  constitutes  independence  and 
thrift. 

To  the  influence  of  this  wise  policy  through  her  legisla- 
tures, she  owes  that  system  of  Bank  Facilities,  which  has 
proved  so  safe  for  the  public,  and  that  convenient  plan  of 
corporate  organizations  for  private  enterprises,  but  gov- 
erned by  general  and  equal  laws,  which  has  entered  so  inti- 
mately into  the  economy  of  her  affairs. 

To  this  cause  may  be  ascribed  the  readiness  with  which 
she  has  lent  her  aid  to  Railroads,  and  other  schemes  for 
opening  avenues  to  proper  markets  for  her  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  and  mechanical  products ;  and  the  encour- 
agement, by  the  way  of  bounties,  which  she  has  rendered  to 
agriculture  and  the  useful  arts,  in  developing  and  multiply- 
ing her  physical  resources. 

In  none  of  these  has  section,  or  class,  or  party,  been 
regarded.  The  Commonwealth  as  a  whole  has  been  made, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  share  in  the  favors  of  the  government. 

While  I  commend  this  policy  to  your  favorable  attention, 
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the  question  of  its  application  must  depend  upon  your  judg- 
ment alone.  It  will  be  for  you  to  determine  in  respect  to 
each  case  as  it  may  arise,  how  far  legislation  should  lend  its 
aid  to  the  accomplishment  of  any  measure  that  may  be 
brought  to  your  consideration. 

So" far  as  her  foreign  trade,  her  fisheries,  and  her  industry 
generally,  are  affected  by  causes  beyond  the  cortrol  of  her 
Len-islature,  Massachusetts  can  only  act  through  her  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress.  But  with  her  devotion  to  the  Union,  • 
and  her  readiness,  at  all  times,  to  maintain  the  Constitution, 
her  citizens  will  be  slow  to  believe  that  her  opinions  and 
example,  however  manifested,  will  not  be  felt  in  the  policy 
of  the  nation.  Tliey  will  be  slow  to  believe  that  her  do- 
mestic industry  willbe  denied  the  protection  which  it  needs, 
or  tl\at  her  vast  and  complicated  interests  will  ever  be  sac- 
rificed to  plausible  theories  or  ingenious  speculations. 

With  the  interpretation  of  our  laws  in  the  last  resort, 
the  Constitution  has  left  little  for  the  Legislature  to  do. 

The  framers  of  that  instrument  knew  the  intimate  con- 
nection there  is  between  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty  and 
property,  and  the  maintenance  of  an  independent  judiciary. 
This  sentiment,  thus  early  promulgated  in  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
has  continued  to  gain  strength  in  its  hold  upon  the  public 
mind,  by  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  our  Courts- 
have  met  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Constitution 
and  the  law,  and  I  greatly  misjudge  the  public  sentinient,  or 
this  independence  is  one  of  the  last  safeguards  which  the 
people  will  be  willing  to  compromise  or  surrender. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  speak  much  at  length  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Executive.  Whatever  these  may 
be,  he  will  be  justly  held  to  a  strict  account  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  exercised,  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion— 
the  most  formidable  of  all  tribunals  under  a  popular  gov- 
ernment. 

In  regard  to  one  of  those  powers,  a  diflerence  of  opinion 

prevails. 

The  Constitution  requires  a  revision  of  all  bills  and  re- 
solves, by  the  Executive,  before  they  acquire  the  force  of 
lenislative  acts.  The  obvious  purpose  of  this  is,  that  every 
law,  before  its  passage,  shall  be  judged  of  by  a  single  mind, 
standing  at  a  difl'erent  point  of  view  from  that  at  which  the 
two  branches  may  have  originally  regarded  it. 

Corresponding  to  this  duty,  it  gives  the  Executive  the 
qualified  power  of  arresting  the  passage  of  such  bills  and 
resolves.     But  it  does  not  constitute  him  an  essential  ele- 
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ment  of  the  law-making  power,  since,  even  against  his 
recorded  objections,  a  law  may  acquire  full  validity  and 
effect. 

The  principal  object  of  conferring  a  qualified  veto  power 
upon  the  Executive,  must,  therefore,  have  been  to  prevent 
hasty  and  unadvised  legislation,  and  to  place  in  his  hands 
the  means  of  guarding,  to  a  certain  extent,  against  en- 
croachments upon  the  constitutional  authority  of  any  of  the 
departments  of  the  government. 

Though  I  do  not  anticipate  either  of  these  occasions  for 
its  exercise,  I  deem  it  proper  to  present  my  own  impres- 
sions upon  the  subject,  that  in  approving  any  law,  deliber- 
ately enacted,  the  question  of  its  expediency  may  rest 
where  the  Constitution  intended  it  should — with  a  respon- 
sible legislature. 

One  means  of  executing  the  laws  recognized  by  the  Con- 
stitution, is  an  organized  Militia.  You  will  doubtless  share 
in  the  interest  which  has  been  manifested  towards  this  insti- 
tution by  successive  legislatures. 

It  is  true  that  some  have  imagined  that  the  benefits  of 
our  military  organization  do  not  warrant  the  expenditure 
of  time  and  money  necessary  to  sustain  it.  But  this  may 
have  arisen  rather  from  the  fact  that  we  have  so  rarely  had 
occasion  to  resort  to  military  force,  than  from  any  defect  in 
the  system. 

Whatever  the  condition  of  the  world  may  be  hereafter, 
few,  comparatively,  believe  that  at  present,  it  would  be 
wise  in  a  state  to  discard  all  military  force  in  maintaining 
the  sovereignty  of  civil  government. 

In  the  old  world  this  force  chiefly  consists  of  standing 
armies,  compared  with  which,  as  a  mere  matter  of  moral 
and  political  economy,  the  superiority  of  our  own  system  is 
most  obvious.  Instead  of  a  body  of  men  withdrawn  from 
the  productive  industry  of  the  country,  fed  and  clothed  from 
the  labor  of  others,  and  returning  to  civil  life,  if  at  all,  with 
habits  and  tastes  corrupted  by  the  life  and  associations  of 
the  camp,  the  citizen,  with  us,  at  long  intervals  only,  and  for 
brief  periods,  suspends  his  accustomed  pursuits  for  the 
duties  of  the  field,  and  never  sinks  the  self-respect  of  a 
freeman  in  the  discipline  of  the  soldier. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  my  Address,  I  cannot  forbear 
to  urge  the  claim  which  the  public  have  upon  us  for  prompt- 
ness and  economy  in  the  performance  of  our  respective 
duties. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  have  never  been  backward 
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in  appropriating  money  for  the  public  good.  Nor  have  they 
shrunk  from  any  burden,  however  onerous,  when  her  safety 
or  honor  were  "involved.  The  unpaid  balances  now  with- 
held from  her  by  the  General  Government,  bear  witness  to 
the  readiness  and  extent  to  which,  on  a  former  occasion, 
her  treasury  was  opened  for  the  national  defence  when  her 
citizens,  in  an  hour  of  imminent  danger,  appealed  to  her  for 
protection. 

But  with  all  her  monuments  of  munificence  around  us,  she 
still  requires,  and  wisely,  too,  the  faithful  observance  of  a 
discreet  frugality  on  the  part  of  her  public  servants. 

Such  is  her  demand  on  us.  And  the  public  mind  is  too 
well  informed  not  to  judge  with  a  good  degree  of  accuracy, 
of  the  character  of  the  expenditure  of  time  or  money  in 
the  business  of  the  government. 

In  view  of  this  responsibility,  is  it  too  much  to  hope  that, 
when  our  duties  shall  have  been  finished,  they  will  be  found 
not  only  well  done,  but  with  the  same  economy  which  hon- 
orable men  expect  in  the  management  of  their  own  import- 
ant aftairs. 

Though  we  find  so  much  to  admire  in  the  Constitution, 
and  its  practical  results,  the  time  has  arrived  when  some 
changes  in  its  provisions  seem  to  be  called  for  by  the  exi- 
o-ency  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  subject  has  agitated  the 
public  mind  for  the  last  few  months,  and  though  the  pro- 
posed alterations  failed  to  command  the  requisite  public 
favor,  it  has  not  ceased  to  interest  the  public  attention. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  of  any  one  upon  the 
modifications  in  the  Constitution  which  were  recently  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  there  was  much  to  gratify  a  generous 
mind  in  the  attachment  which  was  evinced  by  an  intelligent 
community  towards  a  system  of  government,  under  which 
they  and  their  fathers  had  shared  in  the  protection  and 
blessings  of  wise  laws. 

To  change  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution 
is  to  endanger  the  very  frame- work  of  our  free  government. 
And  yet  modifications  in  some  of  its  details  may  have  be- 
come necessary  by  the  altered  condition  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Such  was  found  to  be  be  case  in  1820,  and  since 
that  time  amendments,  more  than  once,  have  been  adopted 
by  the  people. 

The  instrument  itself,  as  now  framed,  contemplates  that 
changes  may  be  required,  though  it  carefully  guards  against 
a  hasty  or  partisan  exercise  of  this  power. 

The  caution  and  deliberation  with  which  the  provisions 
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of  the  Constitution  should  be  modified,  if  at  all,  form  one 
of  the  most  prominent  principles  in  that  instrument. 

To  guard  against  errors  which  flow  from,  even  generous 
impulses,  it  provides  that  no  specific  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  a  popular  vote  until  it  shall  have  received  the 
approbation  of  two  successive  legislatures,  by  requisite 
majorities. 

In  this  way  the  subject  becomes  one  proper  for  your  con- 
sideration. But  you  will  probably  find  that,  if  any  changes 
are  required,  they  are  such  as  effect  the  mode  of  carrying 
out  practically,  the  great  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
rather  than  the  principles  themselves. 

Among  these,  I  will  venture  to  mention  the  election  of 
each  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  by  separate  districts, 
and  the  election  by  the  people  of  several  of  their  officers, 
for  whose  appointment  a  different  mode  is  now  provided  in 
the  Constitution.  How  far  this  shall  extend,  it  may  not 
become  me  to  suggest,  though  I  will  express  the  belief  that 
the  public  do  not  seek  any  change  in  the  manner  of  appoint- 
ing their  judicial  officers. 

Another  change  has  become  necessary  in  the  judgment  of 
many,  by  which  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  determine  the 
choice  of  elective  officers.  This  arises  from  the  frequency 
with  which  the  requisition  of  a  majority,  in  such  elections, 
is  rendered  of  no  avail,  while  the  substitution  of  a  plurality 
would  most  nearly  effect  the  original  intention  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  secure  to  the  people  the  direct  power  of 
choosing  their  own  rulers.  So  strong  is  the  impression  in 
the  public  mind  that  some  such  modification  is  required, 
that,  in  coming  to  its  consideration,  you  may  hope  for  the 
approbation  of  men  of  all  parties. 

Among  otlier  benefits  which  might  be  hoped  to  flow  from 
these  amendments,  will  be  the  avoidance  of  delay  and  the 
saving  of  much  valuable  time  in  the  more  speedy  organiza- 
tion of  the  government  at  the  commencement  of  each  polit- 
ical year. 

There  is,  yet,  one  other  change  in  the  provisions  of  that 
instrument  which  though  much  discussed  of  late,  will  be 
found  to  involve  some  diflferences  of  opinion.  These,  how- 
ever, relate  chiefly  to  the  form  which  the  amendment  ought 
to  assume.  By  this,  it  is  proposed  so  to  modify  the  princi- 
ple of  representation  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, as  to  render  it  more  equal,  while  it  limits  it  to  a 
number  convenient  for  the  intelligent  discharge  of  its  duties. 

The  proposition,  stated  in  this  form,  would  probably  meet 
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the  assent  of  the  entire  community.  It  is  when  the  attempt 
is  made  to  apply  it,  that  diversities  of  opinion  arise.  It  is 
then  perceived  how  complex  are  the  relations  which  the 
various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  heax  to  each  other,  as 
well  as  to  the  State  itself,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  adjust 
the  representation  of  these  parts  so  as  to  secure  to  all  a 
proper  share  in  the  cares   and  business  of  the  government. 

At  the  time  of  the'  formation  of  the  Constitution  there 
was  no  great  difficulty  in  adopting  the  organization  of  towns, 
always  a  deservedly  favorite  one  with  the  people,  as  a  means 
of  giving  to  the  People  a  direct  representation  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

Until  an  inequality  in  the  relative  growth  and  population 
of  these  towns  had  arisen,  the  system  found  universal  favor. 
It  gave,  it  is  true,  a  somewhat  numerous  House,  but  it  se- 
cured, on  the  other  hand,  a  faithful  expression  of  the  public 
will,  and  the  intelligence  and  self-respect  which  have  char- 
acterized the  representatives  in  that  body,  served  to  protect 
it  against  the  inconveniences  which  are  sometimes  incident 
to  large  popular  assemblies. 

In  process  of  time,  the  general  increase  of  population, 
and  the  unequal  growth  of  some  sections,  compared  with 
others,  and  the  numerous  subdivision  of  towns,  deranged 
the  original  simple  plan,  and  led  to  the  adoption  of  expe- 
dients which  have  themselves  become  the  subjects  of  popular 
animadversion. 

How  these  difficulties  are  to  be  adjusted,  and  how  a  just 
and  equal  system  of  representation  is  to  be  secured,  de- 
mands the  exercise  of  great  prudence,  sound  judgment,  and 
a  generous  spirit  of  compromise  and  forbearance. 

All  these,  I  doubt  not,  you  will  bring  to  the  work,  should 
you  deem  it  one  proper  to  engage  your  attention. 

In  one  thing  your  good  sense  will  suggest  the  proper 
course  of  action.  These  changes,  if  worthy  of  your  consid- 
eration, are  too  important  to  be  mixed  up  with  matters  of 
a  local  or  temporary  interest.  They  are,  moreover,  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  in  their  character,  and  ought  to  stand  or 
fall,  each  by  its  own  merits.  It  is  in  such  a  light,  I  doubt 
not,  you  will  regard  them.  If  upon  any  subject  the  spirit 
of  party  should  be  laid  at  rest,  it  is  when,  in  view  of  its 
bearing  upon  the  happiness  of  their  own  and  future  genera- 
tions, the  representatives  of  a  confiding  people  address 
themselves  to  the  solemn  duty  of  reforming  the  organic  law 
of  a  great  and  growing  Commonwealth. 

Should  your  efforts  to  reconcile  conflicting  interests  and 
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opinions  prove  successful,  you  will  have  deserved,  as  you  will 
'      doubtless  receive,  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  an  en- 
lightened Constituency. 

Although  I  have  detained  you  so  long,  I  ought  to  lay 
before  you,  as  briefly  as  I  may,  a  few  details  relating  to  pub- 
lic affairs,  which  hsive  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  may  aid 
you  in  your  deliberations. 

The  fund  designed  for  keeping  the  Charles  River  and 
Warren  Bridges  in  repair,  is  so  nearly  exhausted,  and  the 
condition  of  these  important  avenues  to  this  city  is  such, 
that  your  immediate  attention  to  the  subject  seems  to  be 
required.  , 

By  a  communication  of  the  late  Agent  of  Massachusetts 
upon  the  subject,  dated  December  1,  1853,  it  appears  that 
no  measures  have  been  taken  by  Congress  towards  the 
allowance  and  payment  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  upon 
the  General  Government,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded, 
since  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in 
favor  of  such  payment,  made  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  August,  1852. 

That  a  claim  which  accrued  nearly  forty  years  since,  of 
which  $227,176.48  was  found  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
1837,  due,  and  properly  vouched,  and  again  reported  to  be 
due  by  a  Committee  of  Congress  in  1852,  should  be  wholly 
withheld  by  a  government  standing  in  the  relation  to  the 
claimants  that  the  United  States  does  to  our  own  Common- 
wealth, has  so  much  of  the  air  of  injustice  in  it,  that  we 
should  be  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  subject  can  be  much 
longer  neglected  by  Congress. 

Whether  any  further  action  should  be  taken  by  our  own 
Legislature  in  repect  to  it,  I  submit  to  your  consideration. 

During  the  last  year  the  entire  interest  of  Massachusetts 
in  the  public  lands  within  the  State  of  Maine,  has  been  dis- 
posed of  for  the  sum  of  $646,000. 

Adding  one-half  of  this  sum,  as  provided  by  law,  to  the 
School  Fund  of  the  Commonwealth,  makes  the  total  of  that 
fund  $1,244,000. 

The  balance  has  not  only  been  found  adequate  to  discharge 
the  subscription  of  the  State  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Western  Railroad,  but  to  redeem  $100,000  of  .the  public 
scrip  issued  on  account  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taunton. 

In  consequence  of  this  sale  of  the  public  lands,  it  will 
become  necessary,  in  order  to  guard  against  impairing  the 
integrity  of  the  school  fund,  to  make  some  legislative  pro- 
visions in  respect  to  expending  the  principal  for  educational 
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purposes.  Your  attention  will  also  be  directed  to  what 
changes,  if  any,  should  be  made  in  the  office  of  Land  Agent, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  a  proper  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  outstanding  claims 
arising  from  the  various  sales  which  have  heretofore  been 
made  of  the  public  lands. 

Of  the  financial  afiairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  details  will 
be  laid  before  you  in  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Receiver-General,  and  Auditor. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  I  should  anticipate  a  few  of 
these. 

It  was  stated  in  the  Address  of  my  distinguished  prede- 
cessor, at  the  opening  of  the  last  legislature,  that  the  sum 
of  $363,000  was  estimated  as  necessary  to  be  provided  for 
beyond  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  current  year,  with- 
out including  any  thing  for  the  expenses  of  the  proposed 
Convention  for  revising  the  Constitution.  Among  the  items 
constituting  this  sum,  was  a  loan  of  $100,000  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  1851,  and  the  deficits  of 
1851  and  1852 — the  latter  of  which  exceeded  the  sum  of 
$66,000. 

To  meet,  in  part,  this  anticipated  deficit  of  1853,  a  tax 
of  $300,000  was  voted.  But  the  expenditures  of  the  year 
have  so  far  exceeded  the  provisions  which  had  been  made 
to  meet  them,  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Auditor,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  raise  the  sum  of  $200,000  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary revenues  of  the  government,  to  discharge  the  claims 
upon  it  during  the  current  year,  without  including  the  sums 
necessary  to  complete  the  State  Almshouses,  and  the  en- 
largement of  the  State  House. 

Some  of  the  items  which  have  served  to  swell  the  amount 
of  expenditures  the  last  year,  not  usually  chargeable  upon 
the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  State,  are  the  expenses  of  the 
State  Prison,  $40,000,  and  the  enhanced  expenses  for  the 
year,  of  the  criminal  proceedings  in  our  courts,  which  have 
amounted  to  the  unprecedented  sura  of  $99,000.  Another 
item  consists  of  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  Convention 
for  revising  the  Constitution,  of  which  the  sum  of  $154,184 
has  already  been  paid,  leaving  an  estimated  balance  of 
$10,000  yet  to  be  defrayed. 

In  this  brief  view  of  the  financial  condition  of  Massachu- 
setts, there  is  enough  to  justify  a  renewed  appeal  to  your 
careful  attention  to  the  subject.  The  increased  cost  of  the 
government,  especially  of  legislation,  of  late  years,  has 
awakened  a  public  interest  in  the  subject  which  can  only  be 
59 
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satisfied  by  a  sincere  endeavor,  on  the  part  of  those  in 
whose  hands  the  power  lies,  to  reduce  these  expenses  with- 
in a  reasonable  limit. 

Gentlemen : 

You  are  assembled  under  favorable  auspices.  Health  is 
in  our  bprders,  and  Industry  finds  its  rewards  in  the  com- 
fort and  thrift  which  attend  a  prosperous  state  of  business. 

The  Legislative  and  Executive  Branches  of  the  govern- 
ment are  now  duly  organized.  The  places  which  their 
incumbents  have  been  selected  to  fill,  have  been  made  hon- 
orable by  the  honored  names  and  memory  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  them.  And  though  many  of  them  are 
called  for  the  first  time,  to  their  respective  posts  of  duty, 
their  constituents  have  a  right  to  hope  that,  under  the 
smiles  of  Providence,  in  their  harmonious  action,  the  Re- 
public may  not  only  sufi"er  no  detriment,  but  have  cause  to 
remember  with  gratitude,  their  devotion  to  her  happiness 
and  her  prosperity.  / 
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To  the  President  of  the  Senate: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  honorable  Senate,  for  the  use 
of  the  legislature,  a  Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  Cape 
Cod  and  East  Harbors,  appointed  under  a  Resolve  of  the 
IGthof  April,  1853. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 

Council  Chamber,  January  16,  1854. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate : 

Pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  22d  May,  1851,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  inform  the  legislature  that  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the 
second  section  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard 
College,  caused  by  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Sharp, 
D.  D.,  in  June  last.  And  that,  beside  the  ten  new  members 
of  said  Board  who  are,  by  the  provisions  of  said  act,  to  be 
elected  by  the  present  legislature,  the  vacancy  aforesaid  is 
to  be  filled  by  the  choice  of  a  substitute  who  is  to  be  deemed 
a  member  of  the  class  to  which  his  predecessor  belonged. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 
Council  Chamber,  January  17,  1854. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  the 
Report  and  Statement  of  the  late  Commissioner  of  Marsh- 
pee,  together  with  the  Report  and  Statement  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  said  District,  and  of  the  Herring  Pond  Indians. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 

Council  Chamber,  February  3,  1854. 
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To  the  President  of  the  Senate: 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioner  on  the  subject  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Matrons  in  the  Common  Jails,  and  the  introduction 
of  labor  therein. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 

Council  Chamber,  February  22,  1854, 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  legisla- 
ture, a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  upon  the  subject  of  a  "  System  of  Meteorological 
Observations  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts." 

It  will  be  found  to  contain  a  request,  that  the  Common- 
wealth will  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  these  Observations, 
by  the  payment  of  small  sums  to  those  now  engaged  in  mak- 
ing them ;  and  the  grounds  upon  which  this  is  done,  are 
explained  in  the  communication  itself 

The  local  interest  attached  to  the  enterprise,  as  well  as 
the  general  benefit  which  must  result  from  it  to  the  cause 
of  science,  commend  the  subject  to  the  favorable  attention 
of  the  legislature. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 

Council  Chamber,  February  28,  1854. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  legislature, 
'•'Resolutions  relative  to  Old  Soldiers,"  communicated  to  this 
department  by  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with 
the  "Proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  Soldiers 
of  the  War  of  1812,"  referred  to  in  the  Resolutions  afore- 
said, in  which  the  claims  of  the  soldiers  of  that  war  upon 
the  bounty  of  the  general  government  are  urged  upon  public 
attention. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 

Council  Chamber,  March  8,  1854. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  communicate  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
who  have  had  in  charge  the  erection  of  Almshouses  for  the 
accommodation  of  Paupers  having  no  legal  settlement  in  the 
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Commonwealth,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  it  is  estimated 
that  from  thirty-six  to  forty-five  thousand  dollars  will  Ije 
required  in  addition  to  the  sums  already  appropriated  tor 
that  purpose,  in  order  to  complete  and  furnish  the  buildings. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 
Coimcil  Chamber,  March  20,  1854. 


To  the  Preside7it  of  the   Senate: 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  a  com- 
munication from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  to  this  department,  concerning  a  cominumcation  ad- 
dressed to  him,  by  His  Excellency  John  F.  Crampton, 
to"-ether  with  a  communication  from  the  Society  ot  Arts, 
Manufactures,  and  Commerce,  of  London,  upon  the  subject 
of  holding  an  Educational  Exhibition  in  June  next. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 
Coimcil  Chamber,  March  23/^1854. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  communicate,  for  the  information  of  the  legisla- 
ture, the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General,  ot 
his  doings,  under  a  Resolve  of  the  second  of  May  last,  m 
respect  to  a  Claim  of  the  Commonwealth  upon  the  State  ot 

Rhode  Island.  ■,  .       r  n 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  regret,  that  a  claim  of  so  smaii 
an  amount  which  is  believed  to  be  justly  due,  should  have 
been  so  long  withheld. 

Unless  reasons  for  this  exist  which  are  not  known  to  the 
Executive,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  it  can  be  consis- 
tent with  the  comity  that  is  due  from  one  independent  State 
towards  another,  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  decline 
or  neo-lect  action  upon  the  communication  addressed  to  the 
General  Treasurer  of  that  State,  upon  the  subject  which 
forms  a  part  of  the  accompanying  papers. 

Confiding  in  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  be  proper  in  the  premises,  I  submit  the 
matter  to  their  consideration. 

EMORY   WASHBURN. 

Council   Chamber,  April  19,  1854. 
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To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  honorable  Senate 
to  inform  that  body  what  action,  if  any,  has  been  had  under 
the  seventy-ninth  chapter  of  the  Resolves  of  1852,  concern- 
ing the  Harbor  of  Boston  and  Back  Bay,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  a  Board  of  Commissioners  was  constituted 
consisting  of  John  A.  Bolles,  Giles  H.  Whitney,  and  Samuel 
Hooper,  Esquires,  who  entered  upon  their  duties  and  made 
a  Report  of  their  doings  to  the  Governor  and  Council  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  1853.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Hooper 
having  resigned  the  commission,  Joel  Giles,  Esquire,  was 
appointed  in  his  stead.  Recently,  Mr.  Giles  having  resigned 
the  office,  William  H.  Swift,  Esquire," has  been  duly  commis- 
sioned and  qualified  in  his  place. 

Two  of  the  Commissioners,  viz.:  Messrs.  Bolles  and 
Whitney,  have  made  a  second  Report  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  dated  March  18,  1854,  which  is  believed  to  contain 
a  summary  of  the  action  of  the  commission  to  the  date  of 
the  Report. 

There  has  not  been  time  or  opportunity  since  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Swift,  for  him  to  examine  and  approve  of 
the  action  of  the  commission,  and  the  Report  has  been 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  who  are  prepared 
to  act  and  advise  in  respect  to  it,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall 
be  approved  by  all  the  commissioners. 

With  this  explanation,  I  have  thought  the  best  mode  of 
communicating  the  desired  information  was  to  transmit 
herewith  the  original  Report  of  said  commissioners  for 
examination  by  the  Senate,  with  the  suggestion,  that  the 
same  should  be  returned  to  this  department  at  a  proper 
time  for  their  further  action  upon  the  subject. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 
Council  Chamber,  April  21,  1854. 


To  the  President  of  the  Senate: 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  in  relation  to  Alien 
Passengers. 

EMORY  WASHBURN. 

Council  Chamber,  April  29,  1854. 
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[The  following  Articles  of  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts, 
having  been  a^jreed  to  bv  the  present  Legislature,  and  by  them  referred  to  the 
next  General  Court,  as  provided  in  the  ninth  article  of  Amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  being  of  general  interest  to  all  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  are 
temporarily  inserted  as  an  Appendix.] 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE    OF    A5IEXDMENT. 

Ill  all  elections  of  civil  officers  by  the  people  of  this  Election /^y 
Commonwealth,  whose  election  is  provided  for   by  the  con-  be  by  plurality 
stitution,  the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  "f  ^°tes. 
shall  be  deemed  and  declared  to  be  elected. 

ARTICLE    OF    AMENDMENT. 

The  meeting  for  the  choice  of  governor,  lieutenant-govern-  Timeof  annual 
or  senators  and  representatives,  shall  be  held  on  the  lues-  „nor,&e. 
day  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  annually  ;  but 
in  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  representatives  on  that  day,  a 
second  meeting  shall  be  holden  for  that  purpose   on  the 
fourth  Monday  of  the  same  month  of  November. 

ARTICLE   OF   AMENDMENT. 

A  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  city  and  town,  on  the  ^4--,^^^^^;. 
first  day  of  May,  shall  be  taken  and  returned  into  the  office  ing  number  of 
of  the  secretary  of  the   Commonwealth,  on  or  before  the  legal  voters, 
last  day  of  June,  in  th^  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  and  of  every  tenth  year  thereafter.     In  the 
census  aforesaid,  a  special  enumeration  shall  be  made  of 
the  leo'al  voters,  and  in  each  city  said  enumeration  shall 
specif/ the  number  of  such  legal  voters  aforesaid,  residing 
in  each  street,  court,  avenue,  and  ward  of  such  city.  ,  The 
enumeration  aforesaid,  shall  determine  the  apportionment  ot 
senators  and  representatives  for  the  term  of  ten  years. 
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The  senate  shall  consist  of  forty  members.      The  general 
court  shall,  at  its  first   session  after  each  next  preceding 
Forty  senato-  Special  cnmncration,  divide  the   Commonwealth  into  forty 
rial  districts,    (^jg^j-icts,  of  contiguous  territory,  each  district  to  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  legal  voters,  ac- 
cording to   the   enumeration  aforesaid :  provided,  however, 
that  no  town  or  ward  of  a  city  shall  be  divided  therefor ; 
and  such  districts   shall  be  formed,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
without  uniting  two  counties,  or  parts  of  two  or  more  coun- 
ties, into  one  district.     Each  district  shall  elect  one   sena- 
Quaiifications  tor,  who  shall  havc  been  an  inhabitant  of  this   Common- 
of  senators.     ^gj^|^j^  gyg  years  at  Icast  immediately  preceding  his  election, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  election,  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  district  for  which  he  is  chosen,  and  he   shall  cease  to 
represent  such  senatorial  district  when  he  shall  cease  to  be 
Quorum  of      an  inhabitant  of  the  Commonwealth.     Not  less  than  sixteen 
senate.  senators  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  doing  business,  but  a 

less  number  may  organize  temporarily,  adjourn  from  day  to 
Three  hundred  day,  and  compcl  the  attendance  of  absent  members.  The 
dlstdct?^^^^^  house  of  representatives  shall  consist  of  three  hundred 
members,  which  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  legislature  at 
its  first  session  after  the  return  of  each  enumeration,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth 
equally,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  according  to  their  relative 
numbers  of  legal  voters,  as  ascertained  by  the  next  pre- 
ceding special  enumeration ;  and  the  town  of  Cohasset,  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  shall,  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  in 
the  formation  of  districts  as  herein-after  provided,  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  county  of  Plymouth ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  certify, 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  it  is  determined  by  the  legislature, 
the  number  of  representatives  to  which  each  county  shall 
be  entitled,  to  the  board  authorized  to  divide  each  county 
Counties  to  be  into  representative  districts.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
comSsioncM  ^^^^  ^ity  of  Boston,  the  county  commissioners  of  other  coun- 
ties than  Suffolk,  or  in  lieu  of  the  county  commissioners  in 
each  county  other  than  Sufi"olk,  such  board  of  special  com- 
missioners in  each  county,  to  be  elected  by  the  people  of 
the  county,  or  of  the  towns  therein,  as  may  for  that  purpose 
be  provided  by  law,  shall,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August 
next  after  each  assignment  of  representatives  to  each  coun- 
ty, assemble  at  a  shire  town  of  their  respective  counties, 
and  proceed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  divide  the  same  into 
representative  districts  of  contiguous  territory,  so  as  to 
apportion  the  representation  assigned  to  each  county  equally. 
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as  nearly  as  may  be,  according  to   the  relative  number  of 
legal  voters  in  the  several  districts  of  each  county;  and 
such  districts  shall  be  so  formed  that  no  town,  or  ward  of 
of  a  city  shall  be  divided  therefor,  nor  shall  any  district  be 
made  which  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  more  than  three  rep- 
resentatives.    Every  representative,  for  one  year  at  least  Qualifications 
next  preceding  his  election,  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  "j/g^gP"^^^^'^'^' 
the  district  for  which  he  is  chosen,  and  shall  cease  to  rep- 
resent such  district  when  he  shall  cease  to  be  an  inhabitant 
of  the  Commonwealth.     The  districts  in  each  county  shall  Numbering 
be  numbered  by  the  board  creating  the  same,  and  a  descrip-  jemesent^tiyl 
tion  of  each,  with  the  numbers  thereof,  and  the  number  of  districts, 
legal  voters  therein,  shall  be  returned  by  the  board  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  county  treasurer  of 
each  county,  and  to  the  clerk  of  every  town  in  each  district, 
to  be  filed  and  kept  in  their  respective  offices.     The  man- 
ner of  calling  and  conducting  the  meetings  for  the  choice  of 
representatives,  and  of  ascertaining  their  election,  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law.     Not  less  than  one  hundred  members  of  Quorum  of 
the  house  of  representatives  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  se"iuatives!^^^' 
doing  business,  but  a  less  number  may  organize  tempora- 
rily, adjourn  from  day  to  day;  and  compel  the  attendance  of 
absent  members. 

ARTICLE    OP    AMENDMENT. 

Eight  counsellors  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  the  inhab-  Ei^ht  counsel- 
itants  of  this  Commonwealth,  qualified  to  vote  for  o;overnor.l°''^i^°!i^  '^^°' 

.  '    i  .  *5  sen  by  the  peo- 

The  election  of  counsellors  shall  be  determined  by  the  same  pie. 
rule  that  is  required  in  the  election  of  governor.     The  leg- 
islature, at  its  first  session  after  this  amendment  shall  have 
been  adopted,  and  at  its  first  session  after  the  next  State 
census  shall  have  been  taken,  and  at  its  first  session  after 
each  decennial  State  census  thereafterwards,  shall  divide  in  single  dis- 
the  Commonwealth  into   eight  districts  of  contiguous  ter-*"*^^^' 
ritory,  each  containing  a  number  of  inhabitants  as  nearly 
equal  as  practicable,  without  dividing  any  I^Own  or  ward  of 
a  city,  and  each  entitled  to  elect  one   counsellor :  provided, 
however,  that  if,  at  any  time,  the  constitution   shall  provide 
for  the  division  of  the  Commonwealth  into  forty  senatorial 
districts,  then  the  legislature  shall  so   arrange  the  counsel- 
lor districts  that  each  district  shall  consist  of  five  contigu- 
ous senatorial  districts,  as  they  shall  be,  from  time  to  time, 
established  by  the  legislature.     No  person  shall  be  eligible  Qualifications 
to  the  office  of  counsellor,  who  has  not  been  an  inhabitant  °*  counsellors, 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  term  of  five  years  immediately 
60 
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Day,  manner,  preceding  his  election.     The  day  and  manner  of  the  elec- 

c,  0  e  ec  ion  ^.^^^^  ^^^^  return  of  the  votes,  and  the  declaration  of  the  said 

elections,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  required  in  the  election 

Vacancies,  of  govemor.  Whenever  there  shall  be  a  failure  to  elect 
the  full  number  of  counsellors,  the  vacancies  shall  be  filled 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  required  for  filling  vacancies  in  the 
senate ;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  removal  from 
the  State,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  in  like  manner,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  after  such  vacancies   shall  have  happened. 

Organization    And  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  the   organization  of  the 

ment^  ^°^^^°' go'^'srnment  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January,  the  gov- 
ernor, with  at  least  five  counsellors,  for  the  time  being, 
shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  examine  the  returned  copies  of 
the  records  for  the  election  of  governor,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, and  counsellors ;  and  ten  days  before  the  said  first 
Wednesday  in  January,  he  shall  issue  his  summons  to  such 
persons  as  appear  to  be  chosen,  to  attend  on  that  day  to 
be  qualified  accordingly ;  and  the  secretary  shall  lay  the 
returns  before  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  on 
the  said  first  Wednesday  in  January,  to  be  by  them  exam- 
ined ;  and  in  case  of  the  election  of  either  of  said  officers, 
the  choice  shall  be  by  them  declared  and  published ;  but  in 
case  there  shall  be  no  election  of  either  of  said  officers,  the 
legislature  shall  proceed  to  fill  such  vacancies  in  the  man- 
ner provided  i^i  the  constitution  for  the  choice  of  such  offi- 
cers. 

ARTICLE    OF    AMENDMENT. 

Election  of  The   Secretary,  treasurer  and  receiver-general,  auditor, 

surer^^udUor]  ^^^  attomcy-geneYal,  shall  be  chosen  annually,  on  the  day 
and  attorney-  in  November  prescribed  for  the  choice  of  governor ;  and 
peopk. '  ^  ^  each  person  then  chosen  as  such,  duly  qualified  in  other  re- 
spects, shall  hold  his  ofiice  for  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  third  Wednesday  in  January  next  thereafter,  and 
until  another  is  chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead.  The 
qualification  of  ihe  voters,  the  manner  of  the  election,  the 
return  of  the  votes,  and  the  declaration  of  the  election, 
shall  be  such  as  are  required  in  the  election  of  governor, 
yacancies,  lu  casc  of  a  failure  to  elect  cither  of  said  officers  on  the 
day  in  November  aforesaid,  or  in  case  of  the  decease  in  the 
mean  time,  of  the  person  elected  as  such,  such  officer  shall 
be  chosen  on  or  before  the  third  Wednesday  in  January 
•  next  thereafter,  from  the  two  persons  who  had  the  highest 
number  of  votes  for  said  offices  on  the  day  in  November 
aforesaid,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representa- 
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tives  in  one  room;  and  in  case  the  office  of  seretary,  or 
treasurer  and  receiver-general,  or  auditor,  or  attorney-gen- 
eral, shall  become  vacant  from  any  cause  during  an  annual 
or  special  session  of  the  general  court,  such  vacancy  shall, 
in  like  manner,  be  filled  by  choice  from  the  people  at  large ; 
but  if  such  vacancy  shall  occur  at  any  other  time,  it  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  governor  by  appointment,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  council.     The  person  so  chosen,  or 
appointed,  duly  qualified  in  other  respects,  shall  hold  his 
office  until  his  successor  is  chosen  and  duly  qualified  in  his 
stead.     In  case  any  person  chosen  or  appointed  to  either  of  On  neglect  to 
the  offices  aforesaid,  shall  neglect,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  brdeemed^va- 
after  he  could  otherwise  enter  upon  his  duties,  to  qualify  cant, 
himself  in  all  respects  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  such 
duties,  the  office  to  which  he  has  been  elected  or  appointed 
shall  be  deemed  vacant.      No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  Qualifications 
either  of  said  offices,  unless  he  shall  have  been  an  inhabi- '^^'^'^^^^'^^' 
tant  of  this  Commonwealth  five  years  next  preceding  his 
election  or  appointment. 

ARTICLE    OF   AMENDMENT. 

All  moneys  raised  by  taxation  in  the  towns  and  cities,  for  School  moneys 
the  support  of  public  schools,  and  all  moneys  which  may  be  pUed^to  \^ecu- 
appropriated   by  the  State,  for  the    support    of  common  ^ian  schools, 
schools,   shall  be  applied  to,  and    expended   in,  no  other 
schools  than  those  which  are  conducted  according  to  law, 
under  the  order  and  superintendence  of  the  authorities  of 
the  town  or  city  in  which  the  money  is  to  be  expended ;  and 
such  moneys  shall  never  be  appropriated  to   any  religious 
sect,  for  the  maintenance,  exclusively,  of  its  own  schools. 

AETICLE    OP   AMENDMENT. 

The  legislature  shall  prescribe,  by  general  law,  for  the  Election  of 
election  of  sheriffs,  registers  of  probate,  commissioners  of  terTof%obfte] 
insolvency,  and  clerks   of  the  courts,  by  the  people  of  the  commissioners 

01    insolvGncv 

several  counties,  and  that  district-attorneys  shall  be  chosen  clerks  of  courts 
by  the  people  of  the  several  districts,  for  such  term  of  office  f"*^  district-at- 

ii,      1       -1    X  T.    11  -1  torneys,  by  the 

as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe.  people. 


LIST    OF    THE 

CIYIL  GOYERNMENT 

OP    THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

AND  OFFICERS  IMMEDIATELY  CONNECTED  THEREWITH, 
FOR  THE  POLITICAL  YEAR  1854. 


HIS     EXCELLENCY 

EMORY  WASHBURN, 


GOVERNOR. 


HIS     HONOR 

WILLIAM  C.  PLUNKETT, 

LIEUTENANT-  GOVERNOR. 


COUNCIL. 

EBENEZER  TORREY, 
WILLIAM  SUTTOX, 
OSMYN  BAKER, 
THOMAS  SAYERY, 
JOHX  H.  W.  PAGE, 
STEPHEN  M.  WELD, 
HENRY  CHICKERING, 
HOMER  BARTLETT, 
PELEG  W.  CHANDLER. 

EPHRAIM   M.    WRIGHT, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
WILLIAM  TUFTS,  Is;;  Cl^rJc.  CHARLES  W.  LOVETT,  Id  Clerk. 

JACOB    H.    LOUD, 

Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of  the  Commonioealth. 
GEORGE  RUSSELL,  \st  Clerk.  HENRY  BLANEY,  2d  Clerk. 

JOSEPH   MITCHELL, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 
DANIEL  H.  ROGERS,  Clerk. 

FRANCIS  M.  ADAMS, 

Messenger  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 


SENATE. 


CHARLES    E.    COOK, 

PRESIDENT. 


SUFFOLK   DISTRICT. 

Charles  E.  Cook,  John  Low, 

John  P.  Healy,  Samuel  D.  Parker, 

Moses  Kimball,  Samuel  S.  Perkins. 

ESSEX    DISTRICT. 

Isaac  H.  Boardman,  Thomas  P.  Pingree, 

Henry  G.  Gray,  Thomas  Wright. 

James  Haskell, 

MIDDLESEX   DISTRICT. 

George  0.  Brastow,  Peter  Lawson, 

Elihu  Cutler,  Jr.,  Frederick  0.  Prince, 

Winthrop  E.  Faulkner,  G.  Washington  Warren. 

WORCESTER    DISTRICT. 

Aurin  Bugbee,  Elisha  Murdock, 

Isaac  Davis,  Joseph  Whitman. 

Joseph  W.  Mansur, 

HAMPSHIRE    DISTRICT. 

George  W.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Smith. 

HAMPDEN   DISTRICT. 

James  Holland,  Joseph  L.  Reynolds. 


SENATE.  479 

FRANKLIN    DISTRICT. 


Daniel  W.  Alvord, 


BERKSHIRE    DISTRICT. 

Jonathan  E.  Field,  Ensign  H.  Kellogg. 

NORFOLK    DISTRICT. 

William  Aspinwall,  John  W.  Loud. 

Calvin  Fisher,  Jr., 

BRISTOL   DISTRICT. 

Richard  Borden,  Daniel  Wilbur. 

Charles  R.  Yickery, 

PLYMOUTH    DISTRICT. 

Matthias  Ellis,  Aaron  Hobart,  Jr. 

BARNSTABLE   DISTRICT. 

James  B.  Crocker,  Robert  Y.  Paine. 

DUKES   AND    NANTUCKET    CO.    DISTRICT. 

Joseph  Mitchell. 


CHAELES  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 
STEPHEN  N.  GIFFORD,  Assistant  Clerk. 
Rev.  a.  H.  BURLINGHAM,  Chaplain. 
BENJAMIN  STEVENS,  SergeaJit-at-Arms. 
WILLIAM  M.  WISE,  Door-keeper. 
JOHN  A.  SARGENT,   Assistant  Door-keeper. 
WILLIAM  SAYWARD,  Postmaster. 
TILSON  FULLER,  Messenger. 


HOUSE  OF  HEPIIESENTATIVES. 


Hon.    OTIS    P.    LORD, 

SPEAKER. 


COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

Boston,  Paul  Adams, 

Zenas  Allen, 
James  H.  Beal, 
Benjamin  Blaney, 
Hiram  Bosworth, 
Francis  Brinlej, 
Robert  I.  Burbank, 
Theopliilus  Burr, 
William  Burrage, 
Otis  Clapp, 
George  W.  Cooley, 
John  G.  Davis, 
William  Denton, 
Edward  Dexter, 
Charles  Emerson, 
Timothy  Farrar, 
John  S.  Holmes, 
Eben  Howes, 
Samuel  H.  Jenks, 
Henry  Jones, 
Robert  Keith, 
George  Kingman, 
Samuel  B.  Krogman, 
Winslow  Lewis, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


481 


Boston, 


Chelsea, 
North  Chelsea, 
Winthrop, 


Richard  Nutter, 
George  H,  Plummer, 
Benjamin  Pond, 
Sampson  Reed, 
Otis  Rich, 
Joseph  D.  Roberts, 
Dexter  Roby, 
Thomas  H.  Russell, 
Benjamin  W.  Seamans, 
Johi^  H.  Sheppard, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
John  Souther, 
Newell  A.  Thompson, 
Warren  Tilton, 
W.  R.  P.  Washburn, 
Charles  A.  Wells, 
Moses  H.  Wetherbee, 
James  S.  Wiggin, 
J.  Otis  Williams, 
Albert  J.  Wright. 

Ensiofu  Kimball. 


COUNTY   OF   ESSEX. 


Ameshury, 

Andover, 

Beverly, 

B  oxford, 

Bradford, 

Daiivers, 


Essex, 
Georgetown, 
Gloucester, 
Groveland, 


Levi  A.  Abbott, 
Amos  Lefavor. 

William  Day,  Jr. 
David  Daniels, 
James  P.  Kinff, 
Philemon  Putnam. 


61 


482 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Hamilton, 
Haverhill, 
Ipsioich, 

George  Haskell. 

Lawrence, 

Amasa  Bryant, 
Timothy  Y.  Coburii, 

John  A.  Goodwin. 

Lynn, 

Edwin  Walden. 

Lyn7ijield, 
Manchester, 

Marhlehead, 

,        John  Adams, 

William  Knight. 

Methuen, 

Middleton, 

Nahant, 

Newbury, 
Neioburyport, 

William  E.  Currier, 
Henry  W.  Kinsman, 

Amos  Wood. 

Salem, 

Nehemiah  Brown,  Jr., 

Joseph  A.  Daltou, 
Stephen  B.  Ives, 
John  Jewett, 

Otis  P.  Lord, 

David  Moore. 

Salisbury, 

Saugus, 

Swampscot, 

Topsjield, 

Wenham, 

Joseph  S.  Colby. 
Samuel  Hawkes. 

Benjamin  C.  Putnam. 

West  Newbury, 

John  C.  Carr. 

COUNTY   OF    MIDDLESEX. 

Acton, 

Daniel  Wetherbee. 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Bedford, 

Benjamin  Allen. 
Simeon  N.  Cutler. 
Albert  Bacon. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


483 


Billerica. 

Boxborough, 

Brighton, 

Bui'lington, 

Cambridge, 


Carlisle, 

Charlestown, 

Chelmsford, 

Concord, 

Dracut, 

Dunstable,    , 

Fra7ningham, 

Groton, 

Holliston, 

Hopkinton, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 

Loioell, 


Maiden, 

Marlborough, 

Medford, 

Melrose, 

Natick, 

Newton, 


Daniel  Floyd. 


Thaddeus  B.  Bigelow, 
James  D.  Green, 
Franklin  Hall, 
Justin  A.  Jacobs, 
Joseph  Whitney. 


George  W.  Coburn. 


Williuin  Shattuck. 
Augustus  N.  Currier. 
John  A.  Fitch. 
Charles  Brown. 
Samuel  H.  Pierce. 
Samuel  Smith. 
Daniel  Ayer, 
William  Brown, 
Daniel  Holt, 
Benjamin  Poole, 
John  Smith, 
Ira  Spalding, 
Solon  Stevens, 
James  Townsend, 
Samuel  J.  Tuttle, 
Asahel  B.  Wright. 
David  Faulkner. 
Abraham  W.  Rice. 
Joseph  P.  Hall. 


Frederic  Barden, 
Ebenezer  Bradbury. 


484 


HOUSE  OF  REPITESENTATIVES. 


North  Reading, 

* 

Pepper  ell, 

Reading, 

Joseph  Eames. 

Sherhorn, 

Dalton  Goulding. 

Shirley^ 

Somerville, 

Chester  Guild. 

South  Reading, 

Stoneham, 

Alonzo  V.  Lynde. 

Stow, 

Siidhury, 

Leander  Haynes. 

Tewksbury, 

Aaron  Frost,  Jr. 

Toivnsend, 

Tyjigsborough, 

Waltham, 

Horatio  Moore. 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

Jacob  Ulman. 

West  Cambridge, 

Albert  Winn. 

Westford, 

Weston, 

John  A.  Lamson. 

Wilmington, 

Winchester, 

Joseph  Stone. 

Woburn, 

COUNTY 

OF   WORCESTER. 

Ashburnham, 

Athol, 

Josiah  Haven. 

Auburn, 

John  Warren. 

Barre, 

Jason  Gorham. 

Berlin, 

Blackstone, 

Bolton, 

John  E.  Fry. 

Boylston, 

Oliver  S.  Kendall 

Brookjield, 

Perley  Stevens. 

Charlton, 

Levi  Hammond. 

Clinton, 

Andrew  L.  Fuller 

Dana, 

Albert  Amsden. 

Douglas, 

Henry  Howell. 

Dudley, 

Reuben  Davis. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


485 


Fitchhurg, 

Gardner, 

Grafton, 

Hardiuick, 

Harvard. 

H olden, 

Hiihbardston, 

Lancaster, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Lunenburg, 

Mendon, 

Milford, 

Millhury, 

New  Braintree, 

Northborough, 

Northbridge, 

North  Brookfield, 

Oakham, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Petersham, 

Phillipston, 

Princeto7i, 

Royalston, 

Rutland, 

Shrewsbury, 

ISouthboroiigh, 
Southbridge, 
Spencer, 
Sterling, 
Sturbridge, 
Sutton, 
Tenipleton, 
Upton, 
Uxbridge, 
Warren, 


Thornton  K.  Ware. 
Nathaniel  Wood. 
David  Wright. 
Benjamin  Kingsbury. 
William  Mixter. 
Joseph  Carter. 
Charles  Burnett. 

John  Q-.  Thurston. 


John  Lane. 
John  S.  Gaskell. 


Samuel  Clark. 


David  Barton. 


William  Miller. 

Benjamin  Fry. 
Miles  Demond. 
Leander  Fales. 
Peter  P.  Howe. 
John  Blair.. 
William  Henshaw. 
William  D.  Peck. 
Hiel  Nichols. 
Sumner  Cole. 
Benjamin  Hawkes. 
Gilbert  Lincoln. 


486 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Webster, 

Wesiborough, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Brookfield, 

Westminster, 

Winchendon, 

Worcester, 


Elias  Jacobs. 
Josiah  Childs. 
David  C.  Murdock. 
Baxter  Barnes. 
George  Kendall. 

Henry  W.  Benclilcy, 
Henry  H.  Chamberlin, 
George  W.  Gill, 
Edward  Lamb, 
Eli  Thayer. 


COUNTY    OF    HAMPSHIRE. 


Amherst, 
Belchertown, 

Chesterfield, 

Cuinmington, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 

Goshen, 

Granby, 

Greenwich, 

Hadley, 

Hatfield, 

Middlefield, 

Northampton, 

Norwich, 

Pelham, 

Plainfield, 

Prescott, 

South  Hadley, 

Southampton, 

Ware, 

Westhampton, 

Williamsburg, 

Worthington, 


Ithamar  F.  Conkey. 
Henry  A.  Longley. 

Ebenezer  Shaw. 
Lemuel  P.  Lyman. 
Ezra  Gary. 

Park  Warner. 
Ira  Haskell. 
John  Smith  Bell. 
Roswell  Hubbard. 
Oliver  Smith,  2d. 
Daniel  Kinsley, 
Oliver  Warner. 

Thomas  Bufium. 
Levi  N.  Campbell. 

Willard  Judd. 

William  E.  Bassett. 


Abner  M.  Smith. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


487 


COUNTY    OF    HAMPDEN, 


Bkuidford. 
Brimfield, 
ChesteVj 
Chicopee, 


Granvillej 

Holland. 

Holyoke, 

Longmeadow, 

Ludlow, 

Monson, 

Montgomery, 

Palmer, 

Russell, 

Southwick, 

Springfield, 

Tolland, 

Wales, 

Westfield, 

West  Springfield, 

Wilbraham, 


SamuelE.  Lloyd. 
Henry  F.  Brown. 
Elizur  D.  Cook. 
Charles  R.  Ladd, 
Loman  A.  Moody, 
Samuel  A.  Shackford. 

William  A.  Webber. 

Oliver  D wight. 
John  P.  Hubbard. 
William  H.  Bradway. 

Gilbert  Barker. 

Hiram  S.  Hollistcr. 

Hiram  C.  Brown. 

Henry  Fuller. 
Edward  Southworth. 
Philip  P.  Potter. 


Ashfield, 

Bernardston, 

Buckland, 

Charlemont, 

Coleraine, 

Conioay, 

Deer  field, 

Erving, 

Gill, 

Greenfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Leverett, 


COUNTY    OF    FRANKLIN. 

Nelson  Gardner. 

Josiah  W.  Griswold, 
John  D.  Smith. 
Hiram  S.  Denison. 
James  S.  Whitney. 

Albert  R.  Albee. 
Jonathan  S.  Purple. 
Horatio  G.  Parker. 
Nathan  Vincent. 

Elisha  M.  Ino-ram. 
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Ley  den, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

New  Salem, 

Northjield, 

Orange, 

Rowe, 

Shelburne, 

Shutesbury, 

Sunderland, 

Warwick, 

Wendell, 

Whately, 


F.  W.  Carlton. 

Zenas  Clapp. 
Alfred  G.  Williams. 
Jonathan  Lyman. 
William  B,  Washburn. 
Noah  Wells. 
Milo  Wilson. 
Samuel  H.  Stowell. 

Samuel  W.  Spooner. 
Addison  Leach. 
Josiah  AUis. 


COUNTY    OF    BERKSHIRE. 


Adams, 


Alford, 

Becket, 

Cheshire, 

Clarksburg, 

Dalton, 

Egremont, 

Florida, 

Great  Barrington, 

Hancock, 

Hinsdale, 

Laneshorough, 

Lee, 

Lenox, 

Monterey, 

Mount  Washington, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Marlborough, 

Otis, 

Peru, 

Pittsjield, 


Andrew  A.  Richmond, 
John  M.  Seeley. 

Jonathan  W.  Wheeler. 
John  C.  Wolcott. 


Milo  Tallmadge. 

George  Taylor. 

John  M.  Tuttle. 
Samuel  Bliss. 
William  P.  Hamblin. 
Charles  Bangrs. 


Lyman  J.  Strickland. 

James  D.  Colt,  2d, 
Solomon  L.  Russell. 
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Richmond, 

Sandisjield, 

Savoy, 

Sheffield, 

Stockbridge. 

Tyringham, 

Washington, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Williamstoivn, 

Windsor, 


Stephen  R.  Benton. 
Aimer  S.  Webster. 
Dav'id  Ingraham. 
William  Warner. 
Henry  W.  D wight. 
John  Canon. 

Thomas  H.  Spencer. 
Parley  J.  Prindle. 
Almond  T.  Pierce. 


COUNTY    OF    NORFOLK. 


Bellingham, 

Braintree, 

Brookline, 

Cay  I  ton, 

Cohasset, 

Dedham, 

Dorchester, 

Dover, 

Foxborough, 

Franklin, 

Medfield, 

Med  way, 

Milf.071, 

Need  ham, 

Qiiiyicy, 

Randolph, 

Roxbury, 


Sharon, 

Stoughton, 

Walpole, 


Willard  A.  Humphrey. 
Charles  H.  French. 
Jonathan  B.  Bates. 
Waldo  Colburn. 
Lewis  Pierce, 
Robert  Richardson. 
Ralph  Sanger. 
James  Stratton. 

Charles  C.  Sewall. 
Alpheus  C.  Grant. 
Jason  Reed. 


Bradford  L.  Wales. 
William  A.  Crafts, 
William  Gaston, 
Charles  E.  Grant, 
James  Guild, 
Hiram  Hall, 
Edward  Richards. 


Henry  Plimpton. 
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Weymouth, 
West  Roxhury, 
Wrentham, 


COUNTY   OF    BEISTOL. 


Attlehorough, 

Berkley, 

Dartmouth, 

Dighton, 

JEaston, 

Fairhaven, 

Fall  River, 

Freetown, 
Mansfield, 
New  Bedford, 


Norton, 

Pawtucket, 

Raynham, 

Rehohoth, 

Seekonk, 

Somerset, 

Swanzey, 

Taunton, 


Westport, 


Leonard  Millard. 
Jervis  Shove. 

Charles  Drew. 
Job  G.  Lawton,  Jr., 
Mark  A.  Slocum. 
Benjamin  Evans. 

Tilson  B.  Denham, 
Nathaniel  Gilbert, 
Asa  R.  Nye, 
Willard  Nye, 
Henry  F.  Thomas. 
Caleb  S.  Wetherell. 
Albert  Bliss. 
Barzillai  King. 
George  H.  Allyn. 
Henry  G.  Stewart. 
James  M.  Hood. 
Horatio  Peck. 
Le  Baron  B.  Church, 
Enos  W.  Dean, 
Baylies  Sanford. 
Isaac  A.  Anthony. 


COUNTY   OP   PLYMOUTH. 


Abington, 

Bridgewater, 

Carver, 

Duxhury, 

East  Bridgewater, 


Van  R.  Swift. 
George  P.  Bowers. 
Aaron  Josselyn. 
Calvin  Reed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


491 


Halifax, 

Hanover, 

Hanso7i, 

Hingham, 

Hull, 

Ki?igston, 

Lakeville, 

Marion, 

Marshjield, 

Middlehorough, 

North  Bridgewater, 

Pembroke, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Rochester, 

Scituate, 

South  Scituate, 

Wareham, 

West  Bridgewater, 


Thomas  J.  Gardner. 
Charles  Howard. 


George  M.  Baker. 
Richard  Sampson, 
Joseph  T.  Wood. 

Ezekiel  Bemis. 

John  P.  Ellis. 
William  Sears. 
William  Cook. 
Samuel  C.  Cudworth. 
James  R.  Sproat. 
Albert  Copeland. 


COUNTY    OP    BARNSTABLE. 


Barnstable, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Dennis, 

Eastham, 

Falmouth, 

Harwich, 

Orleans, 

Provincetown, 

Sandwich, 

Truro, 

Wellfleet, 

Yarmouth, 


Benjamin  Paine. 
Richard  Gould. 
Marshal  S.  Underwood. 
Jonathan  Snow. 
Thomas  Lewis,  2d. 
Anthony  K.  Chase. 
John  Kenrick. 
Elisha  Tillson. 
Reuben  Collins,  Jr. 
John  Smith. 
Israel  Pierce. 
Charles  Baker. 
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Chilmark, 

Edgartown, 

Tisbury, 


DUKES    COUNTY. 

Epbraim  Mayhew,  Jr. 
Geor<i;e  R.  Marchant. 
David  Tilton,  Jr. 


Nantucket, 


COUNTY    OP   NANTUCKET. 


Edward  Hammond, 
Josiah  Swain, 
David  Wood. 


WILLIAM  STOWE,  Clerk. 

WILLIAM  E.  P.  HASKELL,  Assistant  Clerk. 

Eev.  ARTHUR  B.  FULLER,  Chaplain. 

BENJAMIN  STEVENS,  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

ALEXIS  POOLE,  Door-keeper. 

DAVID  MURPHY,  Messenger. 

EDMUND  S.  BRIG  HAM,  Assistant  Messenger 

WILLIAM  SAYVVARD,  Postmaster. 

JAMES  N.  TOLMAN,  Jr.,  Page. 

JOSEPH  P.  DEXIER,  Jk.,  Page. 


CnmninEinrnltli  nf  SSflSHnrlmsdtB, 


Seceetary's  Office,  July  13th,  1854. 

I  HEREBY  Certify,  That  the  printed  Acts,  Resolves,  &c., 
contained  in  this  pamphlet,  are  true  copies  of  the  originals. 

EPHRAIM  M.  WRIGHT, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Academy,  Day's,  relating  to,         . 
"        River  Side,  to  incorporate, 
"        Rutland,      <<  «  .... 

"        Shelbiirne  Falls,  relating  to,     . 
Acknowledgments  and  Depositions  in  other  States,  Commissioners  to 
take,   ........ 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  pay  of,    . 
Actions  at  Law,  relating  to,  ....  . 

"       of  Tort,  Arrests  in,  in  relation  to,  .  .  . 

"      Transitory,  Tenue  of,  relating  to,  ... 

Adams,  John,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness, 

"      Police  Court  in  town  of,  to  establish, 
Adjutant- General,  to  enlarge  the  "  ^Manual  of  Arms,"    . 
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"        and  Quartermaster- General  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  estab 
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Alarm  Manxifacturing  Company,  New  England  Magnetic, 
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"  "        at  West  Sandwich,  to  secure,    . 
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Alien  Passengers,  Transit  of,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning, 
Allen,  Benjamin,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness, 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution,  relating  to. 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
American  Composite  Marble  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"        Cordage  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"         Glass  Company,        *'  " 

"        Hardware  Company, "  " 

"        Independence,  Monument  commemorative  of, 
«<        Lead  Works,  to  incorporate,     . 
"         Manufacturing  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"        Safety  Brake  Manufactiu-ing  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"        Sewing  Machine  Company,  "  <• 

«'        Steam  Gauge  Company,  '<  " 

Amesbury  and  Salisbury  Gas  Light  Company,       "  ".    . 

"         Town  of,  to  sell  and  convey  a  town  way  and  landing, 
Amherst  and  Belchertown  Railroad,  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  and 
constructing,  ..... 

Amherst,  Proprietors  of  Parsonage  in  the  First  Parish  of,  to  incorporate, 
"  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,  .... 

Annexation  of  Charlestown  to  Boston,     . 

Annual  Reports  of  Railroad  Corporations,  in  addition  to  Act  relating  to, 

Appleton  Bank,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,    . 

"       House  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Aqueduct  Company,  Greenfield,  granting  certain  powders  to, 
Arrests  in  Actions  of  Tort,  in  relation  to. 
Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  the  County  of  "Worcester,  Salaiy  of, 
concerning,    ..... 

Assistant  Messenger  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  establish  compen 
sation  of,         .....  . 

Association,  Boston  Provident,  to  incorporate,     . 
Boston  Wesleyan,  " 

Bunker  Hill  Library,  " 

Congregational  Library  of  Boston,  to  incorporate, 
Frankhn  Library  of  Cambridge,  <' 

Medford  L^eum  and  Library,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incor 
IDorate,    ...... 

Model  Lodging  House,  to  incorporate, 
Reading  Lyceum  Hall,  " 

Young  Mens'  Library,  of  Taunton,  to  incorporate,  . 
Associations,  Loan  and  Fund,  to  authorize  the  business  of. 
Asylum,  Shaw,  for  Mariners'  Children,  to  incorporate,    . 
Athol  Reservoir  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Atlantic  Mutual  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 

<'       Telegraph  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Atlas  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Atmospheric  Despatch  Company,  New  York  and  Boston,  to  establish, 
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Baggage,  Transportation  of,  on  Railroads,  relating  to,       .  .            .  Page    17 

Baker,  Benjamin  and  B.  S.  Wright,  to  bed  oysters  in  Mystic  River,       .  194 

"  Daniel  C,  Guardian,  on  Petition  of,         .             .             .             .  433 

"  Simeon  and  W.  S.,  to  bed  oysters  in  Mystic  River,           .            .  168 

"  Jesse  Y.  and  Simeon,  2d,  to  bed  oysters  in  Mystic  River,             ,  168 

Bank,  Amherst  Sa^•ings,  to  incorporate,    .....  28 

"  Appleton,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,              .            .            .  110 

"  Bass  River,  in  Beverly,  to  incorporate,       .            .            .            .  116 

"  Blackstone,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,       .            .  102 

"  Blackstone  River,  in  Blackstone,  to  incorporate,    ,             .             .  130 

"  Blue  Hill,  in  Dorchester,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,  .             .  115 

"  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate,       .             .  156 

"  Boylston,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,           .             .  94 

"  Brighton  Market,  in  Brighton,  to  incorporate,        .             .             .  124 

"  Bristol  County,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,      .            .            .  88 

"  "            "        Savings,  to  hold  real  estate,           ...  43 

"  Broadway,  in  South  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,         .  105 

"  Bunker  Hill,  in  Charlestown,           "                         «                       .  89 

"  Cabot  Savings,  to  change  its  name,              ....  132 

«•  Central,  in  Worcester,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,       .             .  99 

"  Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings,  to  incorporate,                 .             .  154 

"  Chelsea  Savings,  to  incorporate,      .....  286 

"  City,  of  the  city  of  Lynn,  to  incorporate,               .            .            .  lis 

"  "      Worcester,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  to  incorporate,          .  121 

"  Columbian,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,             .             .             .  100 

"  Conway,  in  Conway,  to  incorporate,           .             .             .             .  119 

"  East  Cambridge,  Five  Cents  Savings,  to  incorporate,         .             .  319 

"  Eliot,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,    .            .            .  112 

"  Fitchburg,  in  Fitchburg,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,  .             .  95 

'*  Freeman's,  in  Boston,                   "             "             "             .             .  115 

"  Grafton,  in  Grafton,  to  incorporate,            ....  119 

"  Grocers',  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,           .            .  105 

"  Holliston,  in  HoUiston,  to  incorporate,       ....  125 

"  Housatonic,  in  Stockbridge,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,           .  91 

"  John  Hancock,                               "             "             "                          .  92 

"  Lancaster,  in  Lancaster,               "            •'            "                        .  94 

<«  Leicester,                                       "            *'            "                         .  Ill 

"  Lowell  Five  Cents  Savings,  in  Lowell,  to  incorporate,       .            ,  189 

<'  lilachinists'  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,             .             .             .  112 

"  Mahaiwe,  in  Great  Barrington,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,     .  90 

"  Maverick,  in  East  Boston,  to  incorporate,  ....  122 

"  Mechanics',  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,      .            .  114 

"  «             New  Bedford,      »'            '<            "            .            .  100 

"  Merchants',  in  Lowell,  to  incorporate,        .            .            .             .  120 

"  Metacomet,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,       .            .  103 

"  Millbury  Savings,  to  incorporate,  .....  160 

«*  Miller's  River,  in  Athol,  to  incorporate,     .            .            .            .  123 
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Bank,  Monson,  in  Monson,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

««    Monument,  in  the  city  of  Charlestown,  to  increase  the  capital 
stock  of,  .....  . 

"     National,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"     Neponset,  in  Canton,  '♦  "  " 

'*     Newburyport  Five  Cents  Sa\-ings,  to  incorporate,  . 

"    Northborough,  in  the  town  of  Northborough,  to  incorporate, 

"     North  Bridgewater,  in  North  Bridge-water,  "  " 

"     North  Brookfield  Savings,  "  " 

"     Pemberton,  in  Lawrence,  "  " 

*'    People's  Five  Cents  Savings,  "  " 

"     Pittsfield,  in  Pittsfield,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"     Pro\incetown,  in  Provincetown,  to  incorporate,     . 

"     Quinsigamond,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"    Eockland,  "  "         " 

"    Rollstone,  in  Fitchburg,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"     Shawmut,  in  Boston,  "  "  " 

"     Southbridge,  in  Southbridge,   "  «'  «< 

"     South  End  Savings,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"     South  Beading,  in  South  Reading,  to  incorporate, 

"     Springfield  Five  Cents  Savings,  "  " 

"     Suflfolk  Savings,  for  Seamen  and  others,  to  hold  real  estate, 

"     Taunton,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,    . 

"     Townsend,  in  Townsend,  to  incorporate,    . 

"     Village,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"    Vineyard,  at  Edgartown,  to  incorporate,    . 

"     Waltham,  in  Waltham,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"     Wamesit,  in  Lowell,  "  "  " 

"    Warren  Five  Cents  Savings,  in  Danvers,  to  incorporate, 

"    Washington,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"    Winchendon  Savings,  to  incorporate, 

"     Woburn,  Five  Cents  Savings,  to  incorporate, 

"     Worcester,      "  "  "  " 

Banks,  Condition  of,  concerning  the  publication  of, 
"      Loans  by,  to  the  Commonwealth, 
"      Returns  of,  made  on  the  requisition  of  the  Governor,  concerning, 

Banking  Company,  Howard,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of. 

Baptist  Society,  Bethesda,  to  change  the  name  of, 

"        "        Dudley  Street,  in  Roxbury,  to  incorporate, 

"         "        First,  in  Lancaster,  to  change  the  name  of, 

"        "        Neck  Village,  of  Charlestown,  to  change  the  name  of, 

and  for  other  purposes,  .... 

Bark,  Inspection  and  Measurement  of,  to  regulate, 

Barnstable,  County  Commissioners  of,  conferring  jurisdiction  on, 

<<  «'  "  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  con 

struct  a  bridge  over  East  Harbor,       .... 

Barre  and  North  Brookfield  Railroad,  to  extend  the  time  for  locating, 

Barton,  Ira  M.,  on  the  Petition  of,  ...  . 

Bass  River  Bank,  in  Beverly,  to  incorporate, 

Bay  State  Wharf  Company,      <<  «  ... 
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Beaches  in  the  Town  of  Nahant,  concerning, 
Berkshire  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to 
incorporate,     ....... 

Berkshire,  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the 

County  of,  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  terms  of. 
Benevolent  Society,  Haverhill  Female,  to  incorporate, 

"  "         Ladies',  of  the  First  Religious  Society  of  Newbiiry 

port,  to  incorporate,  ...... 

Bethesda  Baptist  Society,  to  change  the  name  of, 

"      Society,  to  incorporate,  .... 

Bigelow  Carpet  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Billiards,  Bowls,  and  other  implements,  for  other  purposes  than  Gaming, 
the  possession  of,        .....  . 

Blackstone  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"        Police  Court  in  the  Town  of,  in  addition  to  the  Act   to 
establish,  ...... 

"        River  Bank,  in  Blackstone,  to  incorporate, 
"        Town  of.  Police  Court  in,  to  establish. 
Blank  Book  Ruling  and  Paging  Company,  New  England,  to  incorporate, 
Blaney,  Benjamin,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness, 
Blue  Hill  Bank,  in  Dorchester,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,   . 
Board  of  Agricultui-e,  Secretary  of,  to  employ  a  clerk, 

"      Trade,  Boston,  to  incorporate,     .... 

Bonds,  Railroad  Corporations  to  issue,      .... 

Boot  and  Shoe  Manvifacturers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to 
incorporate,    ....... 

Boston,  Annexation  of  Charlestown  to,    . 

"      Asylum  and  Farm  School  for  Indigent  Boys,  in  addition  to  the 
Acts  incorporating,    ..... 

"       and  Chelsea  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate,  . 

"      Chemical  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  "         in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate, 

"       City  of,  Truants  in,  concerning,  .... 

'•  "      to  appropriate  money  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of 

disabled  firemen,       .... 

"  "      to  lay  out  a  highway,       .... 

"  "  "  "  .... 

"  "      to  revise  the  charter,        .... 

'*  "      in  addition  to  an  Act  to  revise  the  charter, 

'<      Electric  Clock  Company,  to  incorporate, . 

"      Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"       Gas  Meter  Manufacturing  Company,     "  " 

•'      Harbor,  Mystic  River  and  Dorchester  Bay,  Commissioners  to 

estabUsh  hues  in,       . 
"      Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"      and  New  York  Atmospheric  Despatch  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"  "  "  Central  Railroad  Company,  concerning, . 

"      Oil  Cloth  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"      Provident  Association,         "  ... 

"      Sewing  Machine  Company, "  ... 
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Boston  Steam  Tow-Boat  Company,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
"       Stone  Dressing  Company,  for  the  incorporation  of, 
"       Stove  Foundry  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"      Wesleyan  Association,  to  incorporate, 
•'      Wharf  Company  to  construct  their  wharf  to  the  Commissioners' 
line,    ..... 

Boundary  Line  between  Reading  and  Lynnfield,  to  confii-m, 
Bowls,  Billiards,  and  other  implements,  for  other  purposes  than  Gaming, 
the  possession  of,        .....  . 

Boylston  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

'•       Medical  School,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate. 
Boys,  Indigent,  Boston  Asylum  and  Farm  School  for,  in  addition  to 

Acts  incorporating,    . 
Brake  Manufacturing  Company,  American  Safety,  to  incorporate. 
Branch  Railroad,  East  Walpole,  to  establish, 
"  "  Harvard,  concerning,     . 

"  "  Hopkinton,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Stoneham,  concerning,  . 

"         "  Saugus,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate,   . 

"  "  \Yest  Dedham,  to  establish, 

Brayton,  Israel,  to  plant  oysters  in  Taunton  Great  River, 
Brick  Company,  Serpentine  Paint  and  Fire,  to  change  the  name  of, 
Brick  Manufacturing  Company,  Chelsea,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  "  "  Mechanics',        " 

Bridge  over  Broad   Cove,  County  Commissioners  of  Bristol  County 

to  construct,  and  lay  out  a  liighway. 
Bridge,  Central,  to  provide  a  plan  for  opening,  free  of  toll, 
"      Charles  River  and  Warren,  relating  to,    . 

"      between  Charlestown  and  Cambridge,  County  Commissioners  of 
Middlesex,  to  alter,    ...... 

Bridge  Corporation,  Hancock  Free,  in  relation  to, 
"      Lawrence,  Proprietors  of,  to  incorporate, 

"      over  East  Hai'bor,  County  Commissioners  of  Barnstable  to  con 
struct,  and  lay  out  a  highway,  .... 

Bridge  over  Mystic  River,  County  Commissioners  to  construct,  . 

"        'I  «'  <<  .  of  Middlesex  to  con 

struct,  and  lay  out  a  highway  in  the  town  of  Medford, 
Bridge,  Warren  and  Charles  River,  relating  to,    . 
Brighton  Market  Bank,  in  Brighton,  to  incorporate, 
Bristol  County,  Countj'  Commissioners  of,  to  lay  out  a  highway,  and  con^ 

struct  a  bridge  over  Broad  Cove, 
Bristol,  County  of,  to  establish  additional  terms  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for,        ..... 

Bristol  County  Bank,  to  increase  capital  stock  of, 
"  «<       Savings  Bank  to  hold  real  estate. 

Broad  Cove,  Bridge  over.  County  Commissioners  of  Bristol  County  to 

construct,  and  lay  out  a  highway, 
Broadway  Bank  in  South  Boston,  to  increase  capital  stock  of, 

"        Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Brookfield,  to  set  off  a  part  of  North  Brookfield,  and  annex  the  same  to. 
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Brookline  Gas  Light  Company,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,  .  Page    67 

Bunker  Hill  Bank,  in  Charlestown,  to  increase  capital  stock  of,  .  .  89 

"         "     Library  Association,  to  incorporate,  .  .  .  307 

Buswell,  Joseph,  on  the  Petition  of,  .....  423 
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Cabot  Savings  Bank,  to  change  its  name. 

Cadets,  Independent  Companies  of,  attached  to  the  Pirst  and  Second 

Divisions  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  MiUtia,     . 
Cambridge   and   Charlestown,  bridge   and  highway  between,   County 

Commissioners  of  Middlesex  to  alter, 
Cambridge,  City  of,  in  favor  of,    . 

<*  Pranklin  Library  Association  of,  to  incorporate, 

"  Glass  Company,  to  incorporate, 

'«  Police  Court  witliin  the  City  of,  to  establish, 

"  Railroad  Company,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate. 

Canals  and  Upper  Locks  on  Connecticut  River,  in  the  County  of  Hamp 

shire.  Proprietors  of,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate. 
Cape  Cod  Branch  Railroad  Company,  to  change  the  name  and  increase 

the  capital  stock  of,  . 
Cape  Cod  Harbor,  Preservation  of,  in  relation  to. 
Carpet  Company,  Bigelow,  to  incorporate, 

"  "         Lawrence,  to  incorporate, 

Carver,  E.,  Company,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
Cary,  Ezra,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness. 
Cemetery,  Hope,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  relating  to,     . 
Central  Bank,  in  Worcester,  to  increase  capital  stock  of,  . 
"      Bridge,  to  provide  a  plan  for  opening  free  of  toll, 
Charles  River  Bridge  and  Warren  Bridge,  relating  to, 
Charlestown,  Annexation  of,  to  Boston,  . 

««  and   Cambridge,  bridge  and  highway  between.    County 

Commissioners  of  Middlesex  to  alter, 
Charlestown  Eive  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,     . 

"  Neck  Village,  Baptist  Society  of,  to  change  the  name  of, 

and  for  other  purposes,  .  .  .  • 

Charlestown,  certain  Railroads  to  Tap  the  Cochituate  Water  Pipes  at, 

"  Water  Works,  to  incorporate, 

Charter  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  revise,  . 

<<  <'  "         in  addition  to  Act  to  revise, 

Chebacco  Branch  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Chelsea  Brick  Manufacturing  Company,  to  incorporate,  . 

"       Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate. 
Chemical  Company,  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"  «'  «<         in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 

Children,  Adoption  of,  and  the  change  of  name  of  persons, 

•*        Mariners',  Shaw  Institute  or  Asylum  for,  to  incorporate. 
Choral  Society,  Mendelssohn,  to  incorporate. 
Church,  Union  St.  Methodist  Episcopal,  in  Springfield,  to  sell  real  estate, 
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City  Bank  of  Lynn,  to  incorporate,  .... 

"  »'      Worcester,  to  incorporate,  .... 

"     of  Fall  River,  to  establish,  .  •  . 

"     of  Lynn,  in  addition  to  Act  to  estahUsh,     . 
*'     Flovir  Mills  at  Newburyport,  to  incorporate, 
"    Town  and  County  Officers,  the  Election  of,  concerning, 
Cities,  Prosecutions  for  Fines  enuring  to  the  use  of, 

"    and  Towns  to  appropriate  money  for  certain  purposes. 
Claim,  Massachusetts,  concerning,  .... 

Clark,  Francis  C,  on  Petition  of,  ...  . 

Clerk,  Assistant,  of  the  Courts  of  the  County  of  Worcester,  salary  of, 
"     Employment  of,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
"      Late  Acting,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  pay, 
■  "      in  the  Office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster- General  of  the 

Commonwealth,  to  estabhsh  salary  of,  . 

Clergymen,  Visits  of,  to  prisoners  under  confinement,  discontinued, 
Clinton  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate,        ... 
Clock  Company,  Boston  Electric,  to  incorporate, ... 
Cochituate  Water  Pipes  at  Charlestown,  certain  railroads  to  tap. 
Collegiate  Listitute,  Ladies',  to  incorporate, 
Columbian  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  capital  stock  of. 
Commercial  Mutual  ^Maidne  Insurance  Company,  concerning,     . 
Commissioners,  County,  concerning, 

"  "        in  relation  to,      . 

'«  "        of  Barnstable,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  con 

struct  a  bridge  over  East  Harbor,      .  ,  .  .         . 

Commissioners,  County,  of  Bristol,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  construct 
a  bridge  over  Broad  Cove,     ..... 

Commissioners,  County,  of  Frankhn,  to  borrow  money,  and  do  other 

acts  in  reference  to  building  a  new  jail. 
Commissioners,  Countj',  of  Middlesex,  to  alter  the  highway  and  Ijridge 

between  Charlestown  and  Cambridge, 
Commissioners,  County,  of  Middlesex,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  con 

struct  a  bridge  over  ilystic  River,  in  the  town  of  Medford, 
Commissioners,  County,  of  Middlesex,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  con- 
struct a  bridge  over  Mystic  River,  in  West  Cambridge  and  Medford, 
Commissioners,  County,  of  Barnstable,  conferring  jurisdiction  on, 

<«  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 

Railroad  Company,  in  relation  to,      . 

Commissioners  to  consider  the  expediency  of  obviating  certain  railroad 

crossings,  and  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  their  charter  as  allows  them 

to  cross  Causeway  Street  in  Boston,  ..... 

Commissioners  to  establish  lines  in  Mystic  River,  Boston  Harbor,  and 
Dorchester  Bay,         ....... 

Commissioners  to  take  Depositions  and  Acknowledgments  in  other  States, 

"  upon  the  Insolvent  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  notices  of 

meetings  of,   . 

Common  Pleas,  and  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  Berkshire,  to  change  the 

place  of  holding  the  terms  of,  ....  . 
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Common  Pleas,  Court  of,  for  the  County  of  Bristol,  to  establish  addi- 
tional terms  of,  ....■•  • 
Composite  Marble  Company,  American,  ;to  incorporate,  . 
Congregational  Library  Association  of  Boston,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  Society,  Third,  in  Springfield,  relating  to. 

Congress  of  the  United  States,  Election  of  RepresentatiTes  in,  relating  to, 
Connecticut  Kiver,  Proprietors  of  the  Tipper  Locks  and  Canals  on,  in 

the  county  of  Hampsliire,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate. 
Constitution,  Amendment  of,  relating  to,  .  .  . 

"  Amendments  to,       . 

Contested  Elections  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  fees 

of  "witnesses  in  cases  of,         ....  • 

Contracts  for  Public  Works,  relating  to,   . 
Convicts,  Female,  in  relation  to,  . 
Conway  Bank,  in  Conway,  to  incorporate, 

"       !Miitual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"  "        "  '<  "  to  change  the  name  of, 

Copeland,  William  H. ,  in  favor  of,  ...  • 

Cordage  Company,  American,  to  incorporate, 

«<  "  Middlesex,  "  ... 

"  "  Suffolk,  to  change  the  location  of, 

Cotton  Iklills,  Saunders,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,  . 

"         "        Warren,  to  incorporate,        .... 
Council,  Legislature,  and  various  ofhces  in  State  House,  payment  of 

contingent  expenses  of,  ....  . 

Council,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives,  pay  of,  . 
County  Commissioners,  concerning,         .... 
"  "  in  relation  to,      . 

"  <<  of  Barnstable,  conferring  jurisdiction  on, 

"  '<  "  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  con 

struct  a  bridge  over  East  Harbor,      .... 
County  Commissioners  of  Bristol,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  construct 

bridge  over  Broad  Cove,         ..... 
County  Commissioners  of  Franklin,  to  borrow  money  and  do  other  acts 

in  reference  to  building  a  new  jail,     .... 
County  Commissioners  of  Middlesex,  to  alter  the  highway  and  bridgi 

between  Charlestown  and  Cambridge, 
County  Commissioners  of  ^Middlesex,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  construct 

a  bridge  over  ]\Iystic  River,  in  West  Cambridge  and  Medford, 
County  Commissioners  of  Middlesex,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  constfuct 

a  bridge  over  Mystic  River,  in  the  town  of  Medford, 
County  Debts,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning. 
County,  Town  and  City  Officers,  Election  of,  concerning, 
Coxxrts,  Assistant  Clerk  of,  Worcester  County,  Salary  of,  concerning. 
Cranberry  Tines  on   Province  Lands  in  Provincetown,  for  the  pro 

tection  of,        ,  ... 

Cutting  Machine  Manufacturing  Company,  to  incorporate, 
64 
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Damages  for  Lands  taken  for  Railroads,  time  of  payment, 

Dams,  Mill  and  Keservoir,  relating  to,      . 

Danvers  and  Georgetown,  and  the  Danvers  Railroads,  extending  the 

time  for  constructing,  ..... 

Day,  Jonathan,  on  Petition  of,      . 

Day's  Academy,  relating  to,  ....  . 

Debtors,  Insolvent,  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts  for  the  relief  of,  and 

for  the  more  equal  distribution  of  their  effects, 
Debtors,  Poor,  in  addition  to  the  Acts  for  the  relief  of,   . 
Deceased  Persons,  Insolvent  Estates  of,  notices  of  meetings  of  Com^ 

missioners  upon,  relating  to,  . 
Declaration  of  American  Independence,  erection  of  a  Monument  com 

memorative  of,  .....  . 

Deeds,  Mortgage,  relating  to  sales  under  powers  in, 

Depositions  and  Acknowledgments  in  other  States,  Commissioners  to 

take,  ........ 

Descent  and  Distribution  of  the  Estates  of  Intestates,     . 
Despatch  Company,  New  York  and  Boston  Atmospheric,  to  incorporate, 
Dickinson,  Frederic  W.,  and  others,  on  the  Petition  of,  . 
Dighton,  Town  of,  to  set  off  and  annex  to  the  town  of  Somerset, 
Doctrinal  Tract  and  Book  Society,  to  change  corporate  name  of. 
Door-keepers  and  Messengers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  establish  the  compensation  of,  . 
Dorchester  and  Milton  Extension  Railroad,  to  establish,  . 

"        Avenue  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate,     . 

"        Bay,  Mystic  River  and  Boston  Harbor,  Commissioners  to  es 
tablish  lines  in,      . 

"         Gas  Light  Companj^-to  incorporate,    . 

<'        Second  Parish  in,  to  sell  ministerial  or  parsonage  land. 
Dry  Dock  Company,  East  Boston,  to  build  a  marine  railway, 

<<  "  «  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

Dudley  Street  Baptist  Society,  in  Roxbury,  to  incorporate, 
Dyking  Company,  East  Sandwich,  to  incorporate, 
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Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate,  Act  in  addition. 
East  Boston  Dry  Dock  Company,  to  btdld  a  marine  railway, 

«  "  "  to  increase  capital  stock  of,     . 

East  Cambridge  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate. 
Eastern  Railroad,  to  extend  the  time  for  the  construction  of. 
East  Harbor,  bridge  over.  County  Commissioners  of  Barnstable  to  con 

struct  and  lay  out  a  highway,  .... 

Easton  Branch  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate, 
East  Sandwich  Dyking  Company,  "  .  . 
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East  Walpole  Branch  Railroad,  to  establish, 
Educational  Exhibition,  relating  to,  ...  . 

Eldredge,  Edward  H.,  Guardian,  on  the  Petition  of, 
Election  of  City,  Town  and  County  Oiiicers,  concerning, 

"  Kepresentatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  re^ 

lating  to,        ......  . 

Elections,  Certain,  the  manner  of  voting  at,  in  addition  to  an  Act  con 

cerning,  .  •  .  .     *       . 

Elections,  Contested,  of  Members  of  Hoiise  of  Representatives,  concern 

ing  fees  of  witnesses  in  cases  of,       . 
Electric  Clock  Company,  Boston,  to  incorporate, 
EUot  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  capital  stock  of, 

"    Fire  Insurance  Company,  concerning, 
Emery  House,  in  Springfield,  the  Proprietors  of,  to  incorporate, 
Emigrant  Aid  Company,  Massachusetts,  to  incorporate. 
Enlargement  of  the  State  House,  to  complete. 
Episcopal   School,   Protestant,   of   the   Diocese   of   Massachiisetts,  Yor 

Orphan  Boys,  to  incorporate,  .... 

Estates  of  Intestates,  descent  and  distribution  of, 
Exhibition,  Educational,  relating  to,         . 
Extortion  by  Witnesses,  to  prevent,  .... 
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Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad  Company,  Proprietors  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford and  Fairhaven  Ferry,  to  transfer  their  charter  to. 

Fall  River,  City  of,  to  estabhsh, 

"  and  Old  Colony  Railroads,  to  unite, 

"  Railroad  Company,  concerning, 

"  RaUroad,  track  in  the  toym  of,  construction  of, 

"  Town  of,  in  favor  of, 

False  Pretences,  obtaining  of  property  by, 

Farm  School  and  Asylum  for  Indigent  Boys,  Boston,  in  addition  to  the 
Acts  incorporating,    .... 

Farnsworth  House,  Proprietors  of,  to  incorporate. 

Fees,  Witness,  concerning. 

Fees  of  Witnesses  in  Cases  of  Contested  Elections  of  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  concerning. 

Female  Convicts,  in  relation  to,    . 
"      Education  Society,  in  aid  of, 
"       Poor,  Society  for  Employing,  on  Petition  of, 

Fernald,  A.  W.,  and  others,  to  build  a  wharf,     . 

Ferry,  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven,  Proprietors  of,  to  transfer  their 
charter  to  the  Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad  Company, 

Field,  Jon.  E.,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness. 

Fines  eniiring  to  the  Use  of  Cities,  prosecutions  for. 

Fire  Brick  and  Paint  Company,  Serpentine,  to  change  the  name  of. 

Fire  Department  in  the  to-mi  of  Great  Barrington,  to  establish, 
"  "  "  "  Milford,  " 


79 
172 

85 
133 
347 
432 


46 
158 

287 

238 
319 
446 
418 
73 

79 
421 
321 
192 
259 
255 


Xll 


INDEX. 


Pire  Department  in  the  town  of  Northampton,  to  establish, 
«  «  "  "         Reading,  « 

"  «  "  «         South  Reading,      " 

Fireman's  Life  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Firemen,  Disabled,  City  of  Boston  to  appropriate  money  for  the  fami 

lies  of,  .....  . 

First  Baptist  Society,  in  Lancaster,  to  change  the  name  of. 

Fisheries  in  Taunton  Great  River,  concerning,     . 

Fishery,  Alewive,  in  Herring  River  in  the  town  of  Sandwich,  con 

cerning,  ...... 

Fishery,  Alewive,  at  West  Sandwich,  to  secure. 
Fishing,  Seine,  in  the  Harbor  of  New  Bedford, 
Fitchburg  Bank,  in  Fitchburg,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of. 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Charlestown,         " 

"  "  East  Cambridge,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Lowell,  in  Lowell,         <' 

"  '  •<  Newbiiryport,  " 

"  "  Peoples',  in  Boston,      " 

««  «<  Springfield,  " 

«  «(  Warren,  « 

"  "  Woburn,  " 

"  "  Worcester,  " 

Floating  Schools  for  the  Education  of  Seamen,  establishing. 
Flour  Mills,  City,  at  Newburyport,  to  incorporate, 
Fort  Hill  Corporation,  to  establish, 
Franklin  County,  County  Commissioners  of,  to  borrow  money  and  do 

other  acts  in  reference  to  building  a  new  Jail, 
Franklin  Locomotive  Company,  to  incorporate, 

'*        Library  Association  of  Cambridge,  to  incorporate, 

"        Society,  to  incorporate. 
Freeman's  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
Frye,  Nathan,  Trustee,  on  Petition  of,      . 

'<  '<        and  Daniel  Marston,  Trustees,  on  Petition  of. 

Fund,  Massachusetts  School,  providing  for  the  increase  of,  and  for  the 

disposition  of  its  income,       .... 
Fund,  Ministerial,  of  the  First  Parish  in  Springfield,  concerning, 
<'      Severy  School,  Trustees  of,  to  incorporate. 
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Gaming,  Possession  and  Use  of  Billiards,  Bowls,  and  other  implements, 

for  other  purposes  than,  ..... 
Gardner,  Trustees  of  the  Severy  School  Fund  in,  to  incorporate. 
Gas  Light  Company,  Brookline,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Clinton,  to  incorporate, 

"  •'  Dorchester,  "  ... 

"  "  Greenfield,  •'  ... 


141 
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Gas  Light  Company,  Maiden,  and  the  Medford,  to  unite, 
"  '<         Maiden  and  Melrose,  to  incorporate, 

"  «  Marblehead,  " 

"  "  Medford,  " 

"  "  Milford,  " 

"  "  Nantucket,  " 

"  "  Newton  and  "VVatertOAvn,  to  incorporate, 

"  •    <'  Provincetown,  " 

"  "    "      Quincy,  " 

"  "  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  " 

*«  "  Shawmut,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  " 

"  "  Somerville,  " 

«'  "  West  Cambridge,  <« 

"  «'  Woburn,  " 

Gas  Meter  Manufacturing  Company,  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

Gas  Regulator  Manufacturing  Company,  New  England,  to  incorporate 

General  Court,  Members  of,  concerning  the  expenses  of  their  sickness, 
"         "       Records  of,  concerning,     . 
"      Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  relation  to  revising  and  con 
solidating,       ...... 

Girls,  State  Reform  School  for,  establishment  of, 

Glass  Company,  American,  to  incorporate, 

"  Cambridge,  "  .  . 

Globe  Locomotive  Works,  " 

Gould,  Lloyd,  an  Indian  pauper,  in  favor  of, 
"      Salma  E.,  to  extend  his  wharf, 

Goulding,  Dalton,  in  favor  of,      . 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  Salary  of,  establishing, 

Grafton  Bank,  in  Grafton,  to  incorporate. 

Grand  Junction  Railroad  and  Depot  Company,  and  the  Union  Railroad 
Company,  to  unite,     ...... 

Granite  Railwaj''  Company,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate. 

Great  Barrington,  Fire  Department  in  the  town  of,  to  establish, 

Greenfield  Aqueduct  Company,  granting  certain  powers  to, 
"  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Gregory,  John  H.,  and  his  associates,  to  build  a  wharf,   . 

Grocers'  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of. 

Gauge  Company,  American  Steam,  to  incorporate, 

Gun-Houses,  concerning,  ...... 
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Hadley  Falls  Company,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate,       .            .  76 

Hamblen,  Cornelius,  and  Cornelius,  Jr.,  to  bed  oysters  in  Mystic  River,  188 

Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  in  relation  to,              .             .             .  170 

Hardware  Company,  American,  to  incorporate,    ....  70 

Harvard  Branch  Railroad,  concerning,      .....  243 
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Haverhill  Female  Benevolent  Society,  to  incorporate, 

"        Police  Court  of  the  town  of,  to  establish. 
Hawks,  Benjamin,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness, 
Health,  Public,  in  addition  to  an  Act  in  relation  to, 
Hebrew  Mutual  Relief  Society,    .... 
Herring  Hiver,  Alewive  Fishery  in,  in  the  town  of  Sandwich,  concerning. 
Highway  and  Bridge  between  Charlesto-wri  and  Cambridge,  County  Com 
missioners  of  Middlesex  to  alter,     . 
"        County  Commissioners  of  Barnstable  to  lay  out,  and  construct 

a  bridge  over  East  Harbor, 
"       County  Commissioners  of  Bristol  to  lay  out,  and  construct  a 
\  bridge  over  Broad  Cove,    . 

"        County  Commissioners  of  Middlesex  to  lay  out,  and  construct 

a  bridge  over  Mystic  River,  in  the  town  of  Medford, 
<'       City  of  Boston  to  lay  out,  .... 

'<       in  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,  County  Commissioners  of 

Jliddlesex  to  lay  out,  .... 

Hitch,  Obed  F.,  and  his  wife,  and  Joseph  Buswell,  on  Petition  of, 

Holliston  Bank,  in  HoUiston,  to  incorporate. 

Holmes'  Hole,  Harbor  of,  Charles  Smith  to  build  a  wharf  and  mai-ine 

railway  in,      . 
Hoosac  Tunnel,  Troy  and  Greenfield  Paikoad  Company  to  construct 

and  authorizing  a  loan  of  the  State  credit,    . 
Hope  Cemetery,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  relating  to, 
Hopkinton  Branch  Eaihoad  Company,  to  incorporate,     . 
Hospital,  Lunatic,  at  Taunton,  and  the  State  Prison,  in  relation  to, 
"        on  Painsford  Island,  for  State  Paupers,  in  relation  to,  . 
"       Second,  for  the  Insane,  erection  of,  in  further  addition  to  an 

Act  authorizing, 
"        Second,  for  the  Insane,  relating  to, 
"        State  Limatic,  at  "Worcester,  concerning. 
Hotel  Company,  Junction,  to  incorporate, 
"  "  Metropolitan,  " 

"  "  Monument,  " 

"  "  Moody  House,       " 

"  "  Sagamore,  " 

"  "  Seaside  Cottage,     " 

"  "  Upton,  « 

Housatonic  Bank,  in  Stockbridge,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"         Mvitual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 

House  Company,  Appleton,  "  " 

«<  "         Revere,  .  "  " 

"  "         Winthrop,  "  " 

House  of  Representatives,  Council  and  Senate,  pay  of,    . 

"  "  "  fees  of  witnesses  in  cases  of  contested  elections 

of  members  of,     . 
"  "  "  Journals  of,  concerning, 

"  "  "  and  Senate,  Journals  of,  concerning,  . 

"  '         "  "  Late  Acting  Clerk  of,  to  pay, . 
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Howard  Banking  Conapany,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
Humane  Society  of  Massachusetts,  to  protect  the  property  of, 
Hyde  Park  Company,  to  incorporate. 
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265 
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Idiots  and  Insane  Persons,  Confinement  of,  in  addition  to  the  Acts  to 

provide  for,    ........  G2 

Imprisonment  instead  of  Fine,  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  impose  in  certain 

cases,              ........  239 

Improvement  Company,  "Waltham,  to  incorporate,            ...  78 

Incendiarism,  to  prevent,  .......  325 

India  Wharf,  the  Proprietors  of,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,         .  66 

Indigent  Boys,  Boston  Asylum  and  Farm  School  for,  in  addition  to  Acts 

incorporating,              .             .             .             .             .             .             .  46 

Insane  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worces- 
ter,     .             .             .             .             .             .             .             .             .  438 

Insane  Persons  and  Idiots,  Confinement  of,  in  addition  to  Acts  to  pro- 
vide for,          ...*.....  62 

Insane,  Second  Hospital  for,  erection  of,  in  further  addition  to  an  Act 

authorizing,    .             .             .             .             .             .             .             .  81 

Insane,  Second  Hospital  for,  relating  to,  .            .             .            .            .  286 

Insolvent  Debtors,  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts  for  the  relief  of,  and 

for  the  more  equal  distribution  of  their  effects,          .             .             .  240 

Insolvent  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  notices  of  meetings  of  Commis- 
sioners upon,  relating  to,        .             .             .             .             .             .  60 

Inspection  and  Measurement  of  Bark,  to  regulate,           .             .             .  267 

Institute  or  Asylum,  Shaw,  for  Mariners'  Children,  to  incorporate,         .  241 

"        Ladies'  Collegiate,  to  incorporate,            ....  254 

Institution  for  Savings,  Lowell,  to  hold  real  estate,           ...  43 

"                     "         Nantucket,  to  hold  real  estate,     ...  54 

"                    "         New  Bedford,  to  hold  real  estate,            .            .  69 

"                     "         Warren,  to  hold  additional  real  estate,     .             .  131 

Insurance  Company,  Atlantic  Mutual  Fire  and  Marine,  to  incorporate,  211 
"  "  Atlas  Fire  and  Marine,  to  incorporate,  .  .  16 
"  "  Berkshire  Mutual  Fire,  in  addition  to  Act  to  in- 
corporate, .....  184 
"  "  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Fire,  to  in- 
corporate, .  .  .  .  .  146 
'*  "  Boston  Mutual  Fire,  to  incorporate,  .  .  18 
"  "  Commercial  Mutual  ilarine,  concerning,  .  .  32 
"  *'  Conway  Mutual  Fire,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incor- 
porate, .  .  .  .  .7 
•'  "  Conway  Mutual  Fire,  to  change  the  name  of,  .  134 
"  "  Eagle  Fire,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,  .  15 
"  "  EUot  Fire,  concerning,  ....  4 
"  "  Fireman's  Life,  to  incorporate,  .  .  .  202 
"  '»  Greenfield,  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire,  to  incorporate,  74 
"                "        Housatonic  Mutual  Fire,  to  incorporate,      .            .  141 
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Insurance  Company,  Lowell  Traders'   and  Mechanics'  Mutual  Fire,  in 
addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 
Mariners'  Mutual,  " 

Merchant's  and  Farmer's  Mutual  Fire,  in  addition 

to  Act  to  incorporate,    . 
Pacific  Mutual,  to  incorporate, 
Quincy  Mutual  Fire,  relating  to, 
Revere,  to  incorporate, 

.■Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers'  Marine,  to  incorporate. 
Star  Mutual,  to  incorporate, 

Warren,  to  continue  in  force  the  several  Acts  con 
cerning,  .... 

**  "         Webster  Fire  and  Marine,  concerning, 

"         Companies,  concerning,  .... 

Interest  on  Notes  and  Securities  taken  for  lands  sold  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  ....... 

Intestates,  Descent  and  Distribution  of  the  Estates  of,     .       •     . 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  Delivering  to  Persons  in  Custody,  in  relation  to, 
"  "  Manufacture  and  Sale  of,  in  further  addition  to 

Acts  concerning,         .  .  *. 

Iron  and  Machine  Company,  Kinsley,  to  incorporate. 
Iron  Works  Company,  Taunton,  to  incorporate,  . 

"         "      Suffolk,  to  incorporate,  .... 
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Jail,  New,  County  Commissioners  of  Franklin  County,  to  borrow  mon 

ey,  and  do  other  acts  in  reference  to  building, 
Jeffries,  John,  Jr.,  on  the  Petition  of, 
John  Hancock  Bank,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of. 
Joint  Stock  Companies,  in  addition  to  Act  relating  to, 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  concerning, 

"  "        Senate  and  House  of  Hepresentatives,  concernin 

Judges  and  Registers  of  Probate,  Salaries  of,  establishing. 
Junction  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Justices  of  thePeac3  to  impose  Imprisonment  instead  of  Fine,  in  certain 

cases,  ......... 
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Kelly,  Daniel  D.  and  William,  to  extend  their  wharf, 
Keyes,  Lucy  S.,  on  the  Petition  of, 
Kidder,  Jerome  G.,  to  extend  his  wharf,  . 
Kinsley  Iron  and  Machine  Company,  to  incorporate, 
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Ladies'  Benevolent  Society  of  the  first  Religious  Society  of  Newbury- 
port,  to  incorporate,    ..... 

Ladies'  Collegiate  Institute,  to  incorporate, 
Lamb,  Caroline  C.  K,.,  on  Petition  of,  for  authority  to  take  care  of  the 
property  of  Edward  Lamb,    .... 

Land  Agent,  on  the  accounts  of,  . 
Lands  for  Pubhc  Purposes,  obtaining, 
Lands,  Province,  in  Provincetown,  for  the  protection  of, 
Lands  sold  in  the  State  of   Maine,  in  relation  to  the  interest  on  notes 
and  securities  taken  for,         .... 

Lands  taken  for  Railroads,  time  of  payment  of  damages. 
Law,  Actions  at,  relating  to,  . 

Lawrence  Bridge,  Proprietors  of,  to  incorporate,  . 
"        Carpet  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"        City  of,  to  annex  a  part  of  the  town  of  Methuen  to, 
"         Paper  Companj',  to  incorporate. 
Lead  Works,  American,  to  incorporate,    . 
Legislatiire  and  its  Officers,  pay  of,  monthly, 

"  Council,  and  various  offices  in  the  State  House,  payment  of 

contingent  expenses  of,  . 

Leicester  Bank,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,    . 
Lewis,  Peter,  to  extend  his  wharf, 

"      Thomas,  Jr.,  on  the  Petition  of,     . 
Library  Association  and  Lyceum,  Medford, 

"  "  Bunker  HiU,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  "  Congregational,  of  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"  «'  Franklin,  of  Cambridge,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Young  Men's  of  Taunton,  to  incorporate, 

*'       State,  concerning,  .... 

"  "     in  addition  to  Act  relating  to. 

Life  Insurance  Company,  Fireman's,  to  incorporate, 
Lincoln,  Gilbert,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness. 
Liquors,  Intoxicating,  delivering  to  Persons  in  Custody,  in  i;elation  to, 
•'        Spirituous  and  Intoxicating,  Manufacture  and  Sale  of,  in  further 
addition  to  Act  concerning,    .... 

Livermore,  George  W.,  on  the  Petition  of, 

Loan  and  Fund  Associations,  to  authorize  the  business  of. 

Loan,  State,  to  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  to  ex 

tend  the  time  of,         . 
Loans  by  Banks,  to  the  Commonwealth,  . 
Locomotive  Company,  Franklin,  concerning, 

"  Works,  Globe,  to  incorporate. 

Lodging  House  Association,  Model,  to  incorporate, 
Logs,  Masts,  Spars  and  other  timber,  for  the  better  security  of  property 
in,      ......  . 

Lowell  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  in  Lowell,  to  incorporate, 
*•       Institution  for  Savings,  to  hold  real  estate, 
65 
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Lowell  Traders'  and  Mechanics'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in 

addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate,      .....  Page    50 

Low,  John  v.,  in  favor  of,             .....             .  426 

Lufkin,  Christopher,  to  build  a  wharf,     .....  75 

Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taunton,  and  the  State  Prison,  in  relation  to,           .  329 

"            "        State,  at  Worcester,  concerning,            .             .            .  438 
"       State  Paupers,  and  admission  to  State  Pauper  Establishments, 

concerning,     ........  344 

Lyceum  and  Library  Association,  Medford,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incor- 
porate,           ........  218 

Lyceum  Hall  Association,  Reading,  to  incorporate,          .            .            .  266 

Lyman  Mills,  to  incorporate,         .             .             .             .             .             .  54 

Lynn,  City  of,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  establish,             .             .             .  11 

Lynnfield  and  Reading,  Boundary  Line  between,  to  confirm,      .            .  163 


M. 

Machine  Shop  Company,  Worcester,  to  incorporate, 

Machinists'  Bank,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

Magnetic  AUrm  Manufacturing  Company,  New  England,  to  incorporate 

Mahaiwe  Bank,  in  Great  Barrington,  to  increase  capital  stock  of, 

Maine,  State  of,  in  relation  to  the  interest  on  notes  and  securities  for 
lands   sold  in,  .....  . 

Maiden  Gas  Light  Company  and  Medford  Gas  Light  Company,  to  unite, 
"      Manufacturing  Company,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
"      and  Melrose  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate. 

Manual  of  Arms,  Adjutant- General  to  enlarge,  . 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors,  in  further 
addition  to  the  Act  concerning,  .... 

Manufacturing  Company,  American,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  "  Safety  Brake,  to  incorporate, 

"  .     '<        Boston  Gas  Meter,  to  incorporate, 

"  "         Chelsea  Brick,  to  incorporate,  . 

«  "         Cutting  Machine,  to  incorporate, 

««  •'        Maiden,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"  "         Merchants',  to  incorporate, 

«<  "        Mechanics'  Brick,  to  incorporate, 

<«  "        New  England  Alarm,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  <<        New  England  Gas  Regulator,  to  incorporate, 

««  "        Salisbury,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

«'  "         South  Wilbraham,  to  incorporate, 

<<  <'         S.  P.  Ruggles  Power  Press,  to  incorporate, 

Marble  Company,  American  Composite,  to  incorporate,  . 

Marblehead  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate. 

Marine  Railway  and  Wharf  in  the  Harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole,   Charles 
Smith  to  build,  ...... 

Marine  Railway,  East  Boston  Dry  Dock  Company  to  build. 

Mariners'  Children,  Shaw  Institute  or  Asylum  for,  to  incorporate, 
"        Mutual  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate,     . 
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Marston,  Daniel,  and  Nathan  Frye,  Trustees,  on  Petition  of, 

Massachusetts  Claim,  concerning, 

«  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  to  incorporate, 

"  School  Fund,  providing  for  the  increase  of,  and  for  the 

disposition  of  its  income, 

Maverick  Baiik,  in  East  Boston,  to  incorporate,   . 
•'       Oil  Company,  to  incorporate,     . 

McCrate,  John  D.,  on  Petition  of. 

Mead,  John,  on  Petition  of,  . 

Measurement  and  Inspection  of  Bark,  to  regulate. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"  "       in  New  Bedford,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"  Brick  Manufacturing  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"  Steam  Mills  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Medford  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  "  and  Maiden  Gas  Light  Company,  to  unite, 

"        Lyceum  and  Library  Association,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incor- 
porate, ...... 

Medical  School,  Boylston,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 

Meetings  of  Commissioners  upon  the  Insolvent  Estates  of  Deceased  Per- 
sons, notices  of,  relating  to,    . 

Melrose  and  Maiden  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Mendelssohn  Choral  Society,  to  incorporate. 

Merchant,  Epes,  and  associates,  to  build  a  wharf, 

Merchants'  Bank,  in  Lowell,  to  incorporate, 

"  Manufacturing  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"  and  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  addition 

to  Act  to  incorporate,  ,  ... 

Merrimack  Steam  MiUs,  to  incorporate,    . 

Messages,  ...... 

Messengers  and  Door-keepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  Assistant  ^lessenger  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  estab- 
lish the  compensation  of,        . 

Metacomet  Bank,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,  .  .  . 

Meteorological  Observations,  relative  to,  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Union  Street,  in  Springfield,  to  sell  real 
estate,  ........ 

Methuen,  Town  of,  to  set  off  and  annex  a  part  of,  to  city  of  Lawrence, 

Metropolitan  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate,       .... 
"  Railroad  Company,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 

Middleborough  and  Taunton  Railroad  Company,  concerning, 

Middlesex,  County  Commissioners  of,  to  alter  the  highway  and  bridge 

between  Charlestown  and  Cambridge,     . 

"  County  Commissioners,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  construct 

,  a  bridge  over  Mystic  River,  in  West  Cambridge  and 

Medford,  ...... 

"  County  Commissioners,  to  lay  out  a  highway  and  construct 

a  bridge  over  Mystic  P^iver,  in  the  town  of  Medford,     . 

"  Cordage  Company,  to  incorporate,      .  .  .  . 

"  Railroad  Company,  " 
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Middlesex  South  Agricultural  Society,  to  incorporate, 
Milford,  Fire  Department  in  the  town  of,  to  establish, 
"      Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"     Police  Court  in,  to  establish, 
"  "  in  addition  to  Act  to  establish 

Militia,  concerning,  .... 

"       in  relation  to,        . 
Mill  and  Reservoir  Dams,  relating  to, 
Millbviry  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,    . 
Miller's  River  Bank,  in  Athol,  to  incorporate, 
MiUs,  City  Flour,  at  Newburyport,       " 
"     Company,  Mechanics'  Steam,      •' 
»•     Lyman,  to  incorporate, 
"     Merrimack   Steam,  to  incorporate, 
*•     Norfolk,  to  incorporate, 
"      Pacific,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
"     RusseU,  to  incorporate, 

"     Sanders  Cotton,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
"     Suffolk  County,         "  "  " 

"     "Warren  Cotton,  to  incorporate, 
Ministerial  or  Parsonage  Land,  Second  Parish  in  Dorchester,  to  sell, 

"         Fund  of  the  First  Parish  in  Springfield,  concerning, 
Model  Lodging  House  Association,  to  ^incorporate. 
Models  of  Fruits  and  Animals,  concerning, 
Monroe,    Jotham    B.,   Superintendent    of   Alien    Passengers,    trustee 

processes  against  estate  of,     . 
Monson  Bank,  in  Monson,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
Monument  Bank,  in  Charlestown,     "  "  ♦' 

"  Commemorative  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Indepen 

dence,  to  aid  the  erection  of,  ...  . 

Monument  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Moody  House  Hotel  Company,        "  .  ... 

Mortgage  Deeds,  sales  under  powers  in,  .  .  . 

Morrill,  Charles  J.,  Trustee,  and  others,  on  the  Petition  of, 
Mumford  River  Reservoir  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Musical  Education  Society,  to  incorporate. 

Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Berkshire,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incor 

porate, 
"  <«  "  Boot  and   Shoe    Manufacturers',    to 

incorporate, 
"  '«  "  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

«<  "  "  Conway,  to  change  the  name  of, 

«  "  "  Greenfield  Stock,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  "  Housatonic,  " 

"  "  "  Lowell  Traders'   and  Mechanics', 

addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 
"  «<  "  Merchants'  and  Farmers',  in  addition 

to  Act  to  incorporate, 
««  ««  "  Quincy,  relating  to,     . 

««  "  ««         Traders',  to  incorporate. 
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Mutual  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  Atlantic,  to  incorporate.  Page  211 

"       Insurance  Company,  Mariners',  to  incorporate,  .             .             .  304 

"            "                 "          Pacific,               «                .            ...  155 

"            "                 "           Star,                   "                ...  170 
Mj-^stic  River,  Boston  Harbor  and  Dorchester  Bay,  Commissioners  to 

establish  lines  in,        .             .             .             .             .  427 

"             Benjamin  Baker  and  B.  S.  Wright,  to  bed  oysters  in,       .  194 
"             Bridge  over.   County    Commissioners  of  Middlesex,   to 

lay  out,           ......  162 

"  Bridge  over.  County  Commissioners  of    Middlesex,  to 

lay  out  a  highway  in  the  town  of  Medford,            .  195 

"            Hamblen,  Cornelius,  and  Cornelius,  Jr.,  to  bed  oysters  in,  188 

"             Jesse  Y.,  and  Simeon  Baker,  2d,  to  bed  oysters  in,           .  168 

"             Railroad,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,           .             .  20 

"            Simeon  and  William  S.  Baker,  to  bed  oysters  in,            .  194 


N. 


Nahant,  Beaches  in  the  town  of,  concerning, 

"      Steam-boat  Company,  to  incorporate,     . 
Names  of  Persons,  the  change  of,  and  the  adoption  of  children. 
Names,  change  of,  ..... 

Nantucket  Cordage  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"  Institution  for  Savings,  to  hold  real  estate, 

'♦  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate,  . 

National  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
Nebraska  Bill,  concerning,  .... 

Neck  Village  Baptist  Society,  of  Charlestown,  to  change  the  name  of, 

and  for  other  purposes,  .... 

Neponset  Bank,  in  Canton,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
New  Bedford,  City  of,  to  lay  out  a  street, 

"  and    Pairhaven  Perry,  proprietors  of,  to    transfer  their 

charter  to  the  Pairhaven  Branch  Railroad  Company, 

"  Institution  for  Savings,  to  hold  real  estate, 

"  Seine  Pishery  in  the  Harbor  of,  concerning, 

"  A''ineyard  and  Nantucket  Steam-boat  Co'y,  to  incorporate. 

New  England  Blank  Book  RuUng  and  Paging  Company, 

"  Gas  Regulator  Manufacturing  Company, 

"  Magnetic  Alarm  Manufacturing  Company, 

•'  Paper  Company, 

"  Wax  Thread  Sewing  Machine  Company, 

Newburyport  Pive  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  Pirst  Religious  Society,  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society  of,  to 

incorporate,       ..... 

"  Police  Court,  for  the  better  establishment  of, 

"  Railroad  Company,  concerning, 

Newton  and  Watertown  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate. 
New  York  and  Boston  Amospheric  Despatch  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Nickerson,  Amasa,  and  others,  to  bioild  a  wharf,  . 


212 

68 

17 

409 

348 

54 

14 

104 

415 

19 

97 

227 

79 

69 
212 

71 
327 

64 
242 
162 
280 
264 

147 
232 
128 

29 
199 

73 


XXll 


INDEX. 


Norfolk  Mills,  to  incorporate,        .  .    ,         . 

Normal  School-houses,  State,  at  Framingham  and  "Westfield,  concerning, 

Northampton,  ToAvn  of,  to  establish  a  fire  department  in. 

North  Bridgewater  Bank,  in  North  Bridgewater,  to  incorporate, 

Northborough  Bank,  in  the  town  of  Northborough,  " 

North  Brookfield  Savings  Baiik,  to  incorporate,    .... 

*'  to  set  off  a  part  of,  and  to  annex  the  same  to  the  town 

of  Brookfield,  ....... 

Norwich  and  Worcester  Eailroad  Company,   State  Loan  to,  to  extend 

the  time  of,     . 
Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  Sinking  Fund  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  Commissioners  of,       . 
Notices  of  Meetings  of  Commissioners  upon  the  Insolvent  Estates  of 
Deceased  Persons,  relating  to,  ....  . 
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34 
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60 


0. 

Obstruction  of  Streets  by  Railroads,  to  prevent,  . 

Ocean  Postage,  Cheap,  in  relation  to,       . 

Officers,  City,  Town  and  County,  election  of,  concerning, 

"      Soldiers,   and   others,  who    served  in  the    War  of   1812,  in 
relation  to,      . 
Oil  Cloth  Company,  Boston,  to  incorporate. 
Oil  Company,  Maverick,  "  .  . 

"  Tremont,  " 

Old  Colony  and  Fall  River  Railroads,  to  unite,    . 

"  Records,  in  relation  to,  . 

Orphan  Boys,  Protestant  Episcopal  School  for,  to  incorporate. 
Oysters  in  Mystic  River,  Jesse  Y.  and  Simeon  Baker,  2d,  to  bed, 

"  "  Hamblen,  Cornelius,  and  Cornelius,  Jr.,  to  bed, 

"  "  Simeon  and  WiUiam>S.  Baker,  to  bed, 

"  "  Benjamin  Baker  and  Benj.  S.  Wright,  to  bed, 

♦'    Taunton  Great  River,  Israel  Bray  ton  to  plant, 
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Pacific  Mills,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,         . 

Pacific  Mutual  Insiu-ance  Company,  to  incorporate. 

Paint  and  Fire  Brick  Company,  Serpentine,  to  change  the  name  of. 

Paper  Company,  Lawrence,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  New  England,  to  incorporate,    . 

Parish,  First,  in  Amherst,  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  Parsonage 
Parsonage  of  the  First  Parish  in  Amherst,  Proprietors  of, 

"         or  ^Ministerial  Land,  second  Parish  in  Dorchester,  to  sell. 
Passengers,  Alien,  transit  of,  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerning,  . 
Pauper  Establishments,   State,  within  this  Commonwealth,  in  addition 

to  an  Act  concerning,  ...... 

Pauper  Establishments,  State,  within  this   Commonwealth,  concerning, 
Paupers,  Lunatic  State,  and  admission  to  State  Pauper  Establishments, 

concerning,     ........ 
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Paupers,  State,  Hospital  for,  on  Rainsford  Island,  in  relation  to, 

Payment  of  Damages  for  Lands  taken  for  Railroad,  time  of, 

Pelham,  Town  of,  in  favor  of,       . 

Pembertou  Bank,  in  La'WTence,  to  incorporate,     . 

Penniman,  Edward  L.  and  Sarah  Augusta,  on  the  Petition  of, 

People's  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  in  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"        Mutual  Eire  Insurance  Company,  in  further  addition  to  an  Act 
to  incorporate,  ...... 

Persons  in  Custody,  delivering  Intoxicating  Liquors  to,  in  relation  to, 
"      Insane  and  Idiots,  the  confinement  of,  in  addition  to  Acts  to 
provide  for,     ...... 

Peterborough  and  Shirley  Railroad  Company,  in  relation  to. 
Pilgrim  Society,  to  hold  additional  real  estate. 
Pitman,  Henry  P.,  to  build  a  wharf, 
Pittsfield  Bank,  in  Pittsfield,  to  increase  capital  stock  of, 
Plymouth  and  Wareham  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"        Police  Court,  in  to^mi  of,  to  establish, 
"        Town  of,  to  procure  a  supply  of  water, 
Plympton  and  "Wareham  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Police  Court  in  the  to^^-n  of  Adams,  to  establish, 
"  "  "  Blackstone,  to  establish, 

"  "  "  "         in  addition  to  Act  to  establish 

"  "     within  the  city  of  Cambridge,  to  establish, 

"  "     in  the  town  of  Haverhill,  to  estabhsh, 

"  "  "  Milford,  to  estabhsh,. 

"  "  "  "      in  addition  to  an  Act  to  estabhsh, 

"  "      of  Newburj^jort,  for  the  better  estabHshment  of, 

••  "     in  the  tovm.  of  Plymouth,  to  estabhsh, 

"  "        "      city  of  Roxbury,  to  estabhsh, 

"  *'        "  "      Worcester,  relative  to, 

Poole,  Benjamin,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness. 
Poor  Debtors,  in  addition  to  the  Acts  for  the  rehef  of,     . 
Pope,  Wilham,  to  extend  his  wharf. 
Postage,  Cheap  Ocean,  in  relation  to,        . 

Power  Press  Manufacturing  Company,  S.  P.  Ruggles,  to  incorporate. 
Prisoners  under  Confinement,  visits  of  clergymen  to,  discontinued. 
Private  Property,  unlawful  use  of,  relating  to,     . 
Probate  Court,  terms  of  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  changing  the  place 
of  holding,     .  .  .  . 

Probate,  Salaries  of  Judges  and  Registers  of,  establishing, 
Property  by  False  Pretences,  obtaining,   . 

"        in  Logs,  Masts,  Spars  and  other  timber,  for  the  better  security 

of, 

Property,  Private,  unlawfid  use  of,  relating  to,    . 
Proprietors  of  the  Emery  House,  in  Springfield,  to  incorporate,  . 
"  "         Earns  worth  House,  to  incorporate, 

"  of  India  "WTiarf,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate 

"  of  Lawrence  Bridge,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  Ferry  to  transfer  their 

charter  to  the  Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad  Company,     . 
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Proprietors  of  the  Parsonage  of  the  First  Parish  in  Amherst,  to  incor- 
porate,     ...... 

"  of  the  Quinsigamond  House,  to  incorporate, 

"  of  Sargent's  Wharf,   in  Boston,    in  addition  to"  an  Act  to 

incorporate,  ..... 

"  of  the  Upper  Locks  and  Canals  on  Connecticut  River,  in  th 

county  of  Hampshire,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incor 
porate,      ...... 

Prosecutions  for  Pines  enuring  to  the  use  of  Cities, 
Protestant  Episcopal  School  of  the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts  for  Orphan 
Boys,  to  incorporate,  ..... 

Provident  Association,  Boston,  to  incorporate,     . 

"         Institution  for  Savings,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  to  hold  real 
estate,  ....... 

Province  Lands,  in  Provincetown,  for  the  protection  of, 

"  "  "  Cranberry  Tines  on,  for  the  protec 

tion  of,  ......  . 

Provincetovrn  Bank,  in  Provincetown,  to  incorporate,     . 
"  Gas  Light  Company,  " 

"  Province  Lands  in,  for  the  protection  of,    . 

"  "  •'  "  "         cranberry  vines  on 

Public  Health,  in  addition  to  an  Act  in  relation  to,  . 

"      Officers,  Certain,  establishing  the  salaries  of,        . 
"     Purposes,  obtaining  lands  for,        .... 

"     "Works,  contracts  for,  concerning,  ... 
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Quartermaster- General's  Department,  concerning, 
Quincy  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"      Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  relating  to, 
Quinsigamond  Bank,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
"  House,  Proprietors  of,  to  incorporate. 
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BaHroad  Corporation,  Amherst  and  Belchertown,  to  extend  the  time  for 

locating  and  consti'ucting, 
"  "  Barre  and  North  Brookfield,  to  extend  the  time 

for  locating,      .... 
"  "  Boston  and  Chelsea,  to  incorporate, 

'«  "  Boston  and  Xew  York  Central,  concerning, 

««  "  Broadway,  to  incorporate, . 

"  "  Cambridge,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate, 

««  "  Cape  Cod  Branch,  to  change  the  name  and  in 

crease  the  capital  of,     . 
<«  "  Chebacco  Branch,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  '<  Dorchester  Avenue,  " 

•«  <«  "  and  Milton  Extension,  to  establish, 
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Railroad  Corporation,  Eastern,  to  extend  the  time  for  the  construction  of,  Page  31 
"  "  "to  further  extend  the  time  for  the  con- 
struction of,  .  .  .  .  .  291 
"  "  East  Walpole  Branch,  to  establish,  .  .  252 
<'  "  Easton  Branch,  to  incorporate,  .  .  "  .  36 
"                 <<            Fairhaven  Branch,  the  proprietors  of  Xew  Bedford 

and  Eairhaven  Ferry,  to  transfer  their  chai'ter  to,  79 

'<                 "            Fall  lliver,  concerning,       .             .             ,             .  133 
"                 "            Grand  Junction  and   Depot  Company,  and  the 

Union  Eailroad  Company,  to  unite,  .  .  25 
"  "  Harvard  Branch,  concerning,  .  .  .  243 
"  "  Hopkinton,  to  incorporate,  .  .  .  247 
"  "  Metropolitan,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,  .  61 
"  '•  Middleborough  and  Taunton,  concerning,  .  64 
"  "  Middlesex,  to  incorporate,  .  .  .  335 
"  "  Mystic  River,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorjiorate,  20 
"  "  Xewburyport,  concerning,  .  .  .  128 
"  •'  Norwich  and  Worcester,  Sinking  Fund  of,  in  re- 
lation to  Commissioners  of,  .  .  .  207 
•'  "  Norwich  and  Worcester,  State  Loan  to,  to  extend,  S5 
"  "  Peterborough  and  Shirley,  in  relation  to, .  .  139 
"  "  Plymoiith  and  Wareham,  to  incorporate, .  .  219 
"  "  Plympton  and  Wareham,  "  .  .  235 
"  "  Saugus  Branch,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,  223 
"  "  Stoneham  Branch,  concerning,  .  .  .  246 
"  "  Stone  Quai-ry,  to  establish,  .  .  .  255 
"                "           Troy  and  Greenfield,  to   construct   the   Iloosac 

Tunnel,  Loan  of  the  State  Credit,       .            .  149 
"                 "            Union,  and   the    Grand  Junction  Railroad  and 

Depot  Company,  to  unite,       ...  25 

"                 "            West  Dedham  Branch,  to  establish,           .             .  228 

"                 "           Western  Avenue,  to  incorporate,                .             .  358 

"       Corjjorations,  in  addition  to  an  Act  relating  to  Annual  Reports  of,  262 

"                 "                  "                 Acts  relative  to  returns  of,  .             .  325 

"                 "             to  issue  bonds,       .....  206 
"                "            Danvers  and  Georgetown,  and  the  Danvcrs,  to 

extend  the  time  for  constructing,       .             .  3 

"                 "             Old  Colony  and  Fall  River,  to  unite,       .             .  85 
•'                 "             Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  restrain  by  injunction 

from  entering  upon  and  using  land,  in  certain  cases,           .  3 

"       Crossings,  Commissioners  to  consider  expediency  of  ob-\iating,  444 

"       Track  in  the  town  of  Fall  River,  construction  of,           .             .  347 

Railroads,  Certain,  to  tap  the  Ccchituate  Water  Pipe  at  Charlestown,     .  261 

"         to  prevent  obstruction  of  streets  by,      ....  280 

'<         time  of  payment  of  damages  for  lands  taken  by,           .             .  320 

"         transportation  of  baggage  on,    .             .             .             .             .  17 

Railway  Company,  Granite,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate,             .  194 

"       Marine,  East  Boston  Dry  Dock  Company,  to  build,      .             .  157 

Rainsford  Island,  Hospital  on,  for  State  Paupers,  in  relation  to, .             .  187 

Reading  Lvceum  Hall  Association,  to  incorporate,            .             .             .  266 

66 
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Reading  and  Lynnfield,  Boundary  Line  between,  to  confirm, 

"        town  of,  Fire  Department  in,  to  establish, 
Records  of  the  General  Court,  concerning, 

'<        Old  Colony,  in  relation  to,  ...  . 

Reform  School,  State,  and  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  relating  to, 

"  "  ♦'      for  paying  the  expenses  of, 

«'  <'  "      for  Girls,  establishment  of. 

Registers  and  Judges  of  Probate,  establishing  salaries  of, 
Relief  Society,  Hebrew  Mutual,  to  incorporate,   . 
Religious  Societies,  relating  to,      . 

Report,  State  Prison,  in  addition  to  a  Resolve  for  printing, 
Rejjorts  of  Railroad  Corporations,  Annual,  in  addition  to  Act  relating  to, 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  Election  of 

relating  to,      . 

Representatives,  Members  of  the  House  of,  fees  of  -witnesses  in  cases  of 
contested  elections,     ...... 

Reservoir  Company,  Athol,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Mumford  River,  to  incorporate, 

<<  "  "Washacum,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  and  Mill  Dams,  relating  to,        . 

Returns  of  Banks,  made  on  the  requisition  of  the  Governor, 

"       to  be  made  by  Railroad  Corporations,  in  addition  to  Acts  reJa 
tiveto,  ....... 

Revere  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate. 

River  Side  Academy,  to  incorporate,         .... 

Rockland  Bank,  to  increase  tlie  capital  stock  of,  . 
Piollstono  Bank,  in  Fitchburg,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
Rotary  Smoothing  Iron  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Roxbury,  City  of,  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in, 

"         Dudley  Street  Baptist  Society  in,  to  incorporate, 
Ruggles,  S.  P.,  Power  Press  Manufacturing  Company,  to  incorporate, 
RusseU  iliUs,  to  incorporate,  ..... 

Rutland  Academy,  to  incorporate,  .... 


Page 


s. 


Safety  Brake  ^lanufactiiring  Company,  American,  to  incorporate. 

Sagamore  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate. 

Salaries  of  certain  Public  Officers,  establishing,    . 

"  Judges  and  Registers  of  Probate,  establishing, 

"  the  "Warden,  Deputy-Wai'den,  Chaplain  and  Inspectors  of  the 

State  Prison,  establishing,      ..... 

Salary  of  the  Adjutant- General,  concerning, 

<<  "       Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  establishing, 

Sides  under  Powers  in  ISIortgage  Deeds,  relating  to, 

Salisbury  and  Amesbtiiy  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate,     . 
"       Manufacturing  Company,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

Sampson,  Richard,  in  favor  of  the  estate  of,         . 
"  '<  "  "        widow  of,       . 
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iSanclwich,  Alewive  Fishery  in  Herring  Iliver,  in  tlie  tov/n  of,  concern- 
ing,     ........ 

Sargent's  Wharf,  in  Boston,  Projirietors  of,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incor 
porate,  ...... 

oargent's  Wharf,  in  Gloucester,  to  extend, 

Saugus  Branch  Railroad  Company,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate 

Saunders  Cotton  Mills,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of,     . 

Savings  Bank,  Amherst,  to  incorporate,    . 

«'  "      Boston  Pive  Cents,  in  Boston,  to  incori^orate, 

"  "       Bristol  Count}',  to  hold  real  estate, 

"  '<       Cabot,  to  change  its  name, 

«  "       Chelsea,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       Charlestown  FiA'e  Cents,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  "       East  Cambridge  Five  Cents,  to  .incorporate, 

«'  "       Lowell  Five  Cents,  in  Lowell,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       Millbury,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  "       Newburyx^ort  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  "       North  Brookfield,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  "       Peoples'  Five  Cents,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       South  End,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"  «'       Springfield  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       Suffolk,  for  Seamen  and  others,  to  hold  real  estate, 

"         ■«<       Warren  Five  Cents,  in  Danvers,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       Winchcndon,  to  incorporate, 

<<  '•'       Woburn  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       Worcester  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, 

"       Institution  for,  New  Bedford,  to  hold  real  estate, 

"       Lov/ell  Institution  for,  to  hold  real  estate, 

"      Nantucket  Institution  for,  to  hold  real  estate, 

"       Provident  Institution  for,  in  tlie  town  of  Boston,  to  hold  rca 
estate,  ..... 

"       Warren  Institution  for,  to  hold  additional  real  estate. 
School,  Boylston  Medical,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 

'<       Fund,  Massachusetts,  providing  for  th.e  increase  oi",  aJid  for  the 
disposition  of  its  income, 

"  "       Severy,  in  Gardner,  Trustees  of,  to  incorporate, 

School-liouses,  State  Normal,  at  Framingham  and  Westfield,  concerning. 

School,  Protestant  Episcopal,  of  the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts,  for  Orphan 

Boys,  to  incorporate,  .... 

"      State  Ilsform,  and  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  relating  to, 
Schools,  Floating,  for  the  Education  of  Seamen,  establishing, 

"        Superintendents  of,  relative  to,    . 
Scituate,  South  Parish  in,  to  change  the  name  of. 
Seamen,  Floating  Schools,  for  the  education  of,  establishing. 
Seaside  Cottage  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Second  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  relating  to, 

«•  "  "  "       the  erection  of  in  further  additioii  to  an 

Act  authorizing,         ..... 
Second  Parish  in  Dorchester  to  sell  Ministerial  or  Parsonage  Land, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to  emjjloy  a  clerk, 
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Seekonk  Water  Power  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Seine  Fishing  in  the  Harbor  of  New  Bedford, 

Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  Journals,  concerning, 

"      Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  pay  of. 
Serpentine  Paint  and  Fire  Brick  Company,  to  change  the  name  of, 
Severy  School  Fund  in  Gardner,  Trustees  of,  to  incorporate, 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  American,  to  incorporate,     . 
"  "        Boston,  " 

"  "         New  England  Wax  Thread,  to  incorporate, 

Shackford,  Richard  and  George,  to  build  a  wharf, 
Shaw  Institute  or  Asylum  for  Mariners'  Children,  to  incorporate, 
Shawmut  Gas  Light  Company,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"        Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
Shelburne  Falls  Academy,  relating  to,      . 

Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers'  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Sickness  of  Members  of  the  General  Court,  concerning  expenses  of. 
Sinking  Fund  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  in 
relation  to  Commissioners  of,  ...  . 

Smith,  Charles,  to  build  a  wharf  and  marine  railway  in  the  Harbor  of 
Holmes'  Hole,  ...... 

Smoothing  Iron  Company,  Rotary,  to  incorporate. 
Snow,  Jonathan,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness, 
Societies,  Religious,  relating  to,     . 
Society,  Bethesda  Baptist,  to  change  thename  of, 
"  <'  "        to   incorporate, 

"       Doctrinal  Tract  and  Book,  to  change  corporate  name  of, 
*'       Dudley  Sti-eet  Baptist,  in  Roxbury,  to  incorporate, 
"      Female  Medical  Education,  in  aid  of,       . 
"       First  Baptist,  in  Lancaster,  to  change  the  name  of, 
"       for  Employing  Female  Poor,  on  the  Petition  of, 
"       Franklin,  to   incorporate,  .... 

"       Haverhill  Female  Benevolent,  to  incorporate, 
<'       Hebrew  Mutual  Relief,  " 

"       Humane,  of  Massachusetts,  to  protect  the  property  of,    . 
"       Ladies'  Benevolent,  of  the  First  Religious  Society  of  Newbiuy 
port,  to  incorporate,  .... 

"       Mendelssohn  Choral,  to  incorporate, 
"      Middlesex  South  Agricultural,  to  incorporate,     . 
"       Musical  Education,  to  incorporate, 

"      Neck  Village  Baptist,  of  Charlestown,  to  change  the  name  of, 
and  for  other  purposes,  .... 

"      Pilgi-im,  to  hold  additional  real  estate, 
"       Third  Congregational,  in  Springfield,  relating  to, 
"       Worcester  North  Agricultural,  in  favor  of, 
Soldiers  and  others  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  relation  to, 
Somerset,  Town  of,  to  annex  a  part  of  the  town  of  Dighton  to, 
Somerville  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Southborough,  Town  of,  in  favor  of,         . 

Southbridge  Bank,  in  Southbridge,  to  increase  capital  stock  of. 
South  End  Savings  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate. 
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South  Parish,  in  Scituate,  to  change  the  name  of, 
South  Heading  Bank,  in  South  Reading,  to  incori^orate, 

"  Fire  Department  in,  to  establish. 

South  "Wilbraham  ilanufacturing  Companj',  to  incorporate. 
Spirituous   and   Intoxicating   Liquors,   Manufacture   and    Sale   of,   in 

further  addition  to  Act  concerning, 
Springfield,  Emery  House  in,  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of, 
"  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate, 

"  ^linisterial  Fund  of  First  Parish  in, 

"  Third  Congregational  Society  in,  relating  to, 

"  Union  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in.  Trustees  of,  to  sell 

real  estate,      ....... 

Star  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 

State  Board  of  Agi-iculture  and  State  Reform  School,  relating  to, 

"     Credit,  Loan  of,  to  enable  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Com 

pany  to  construct  the  Hoosac  Tunnel, 
"     House,  payment  of  watchmen  of,  ... 

"         "        repairs  upon,  ..... 

"         "        to  complete  the  enlargement  of,       . 

"     Library,  concerning,  ..... 

"         "  in  addition  to  Act  relating  to,        . 

"     Loan  to  the  Xorwich  and  V/orcester  Raikoad  Company,  to  ex 

tend  the  time  of,  ... 

"     Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Y>''orcester,  concerning, 

"     Xormal  School-houses  at  Framingham  and  WestSeld,  concerning, 

"     Pauper  Establishments  within  this  Commonwealth,  concerning, 

"         «  "  "  "  in  addition  to 

an  Act  concerning,         ..... 

"     Paupers,  Hospital  for,  on  Rainsford  Island,  in  relation  to, 
"         "  Lunatic,  and  admission  to  State  Pauper  Establishments, 

concerning,         ...... 

"     Prison  and  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Taunton,  in  relation  to,     . 
"         "       in  relation  to,  ....  . 

"         "       providing  for  improvements  at,  . 

"         "       Report,  in  addition  to  a  Resolve  for  printing, 

"         "       Salaries  of  the  Warden,  Deputy-Warden,    Chaplain,  aiu 

Inspectors  of,  establishing, 
"         "       Visiting  at,  in  relation  to,      . 

"     Pi.eform  School  and  State  Board  of  xVgriculture,  relating  to, 
"  '<  for  Girls,   establishment  of, 

"  "  for  paying  the  expenses  of, 

"     Tax  of  $300,000,  to  apportion  and  assess, 
"       "     Treasurer,  to  borrow  money  iir  anticipation  of. 
Statutes  of  this  Conmionv/ealth,  in  relation  to  revising  and  consolidating 
Steam-boat  Company,  Nahant,  to  incorporate,     . 

«'  "  New  Bedford,  Yineyard  and  Nantucket,  to  incor 

porate,  ....... 

Steam  Gauge  Company,  American,  to  incorporate, 

"      jlills  Company,  Mechanics',  "  .  . 

"  "     Merrimack,  to  incorporate,     .... 
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Stone  Dressing  Company,  Boston,  for  the  incorporation  of, 

Stonehara  Erancli   Railroad,  concerning. 

Stone  Quarry  Railroad,  to  establish,         ... 

Stove  Foundry  Company,  Boston,  to  incorporate. 

Street,  City  of  New  Bedford,  to  lay  out, 

Streets,  Obstruction  of,  by  Railroads,  to  prevent, 

Suffolk  Cordage  Company,  to  change  the  location  of, 

"      County  Mills,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 

"       Iron  Works,  to  incorporate, 

"      Savings  Bank  for  Seamen  and  others,  to  hold  reul  estate 
Superintendents  of  Schools,  relative  to,    . 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  Court  of  Common  Picas  in  Berkshire,  to 

cliange  the  place   of  holding  the  terms  of,    . 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  restrain  Railroad  Corporations,  by  injunction 
from  entering  ujion  and  using  lands  in  certain  cases, 
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Taunton  Bank,  to  increase  tl;e  capital  stock  of,     . 
"         Great  River,  concerning  fisheries  in, 
"  "         "       Ifarael  Brayton,  to  plant  oysters  in, 

•'         Iron  Y/orks  Company,  to  incorxjorate,   . 
*<         Young  Men's  Library  Association  of,  to  incorporate,     . 
Tax,  State,  Treasurer  to  borrow  money,  in  anticipation  of, 

"    of  ,$300,000,  to  apportion  and  assess. 
Taxes  for  the  several  coiinties,  granting,   .... 
Telegraph  Company,  Atlantic,  to  incorporate, 

*'  "  "Western,  Massachusetts,  to  incorporate, 

Tenth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Corporation,  concerning. 
Third  Congregational  Society  in  Springfield,  relating  to,  . 
Timber,  for  the  better  security  of  property  in, 

Tolman,  James  N.,  Jr.,  to  pay  expenses  of  the  sickness  and  burial  of, 
Tort,  Arrests  in  Actions  of,  in  relation  to,  .  .  . 

Tow-Boat  Company,  Boston  Steam,  to  increase  capital  stock  of, 
Town,  City  and  County  Officers,  the  election  of,  concerning, 

"       Way  and  Landing,  the  tov/n  of  Amesbury  to  sell  and  convey. 
Towns  and  Cities  to  appropriate  money  for  certain  i)urpose3, 
Townscnd  Bank,  in  Townsend,  to  incorporate,     . 

"  Ivlary  P.,  on  the  Petition  of,     .... 

Tract  and  Book  Society,  Doctrinal,  to  change  the  corporate  name  of, 
Trade,  Boston  Boai'd  of,  to  incorjjorate,    .... 
Traders'  and  Mechanics'   Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Lowell,  in 

addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,  .... 

Traders'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorxwrate, 
Transitory  Actions,  the  Venue  of,  relating  to,       . 
Treasurer  to  Borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of  the  Reveirue, 

«'  "  "  "  "        State  Tax,      . 

Tremont  Oil  Cloth  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Tremont  Wharf  Comjiany,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate,      .  . 
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Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company,  to  construct  the  Hoosac  Tun- 
nel, authorizing  a  loan  of  the  State  Credit,    .... 

Truants  in  the  City  of  Boston,  concerning,  .... 

Trustees  of  the  Severy  School  Fund  in  Gai-dner,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       Union  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Springfield,  to  sell 

real  estate,      .  .  ...... 

Tunnel,  Hoosac,  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company  to  conrstruct, 
authorizing  a  loan  of  the  State  Credit,  .... 

Turnpike  Corporation,  Tenth  JIassacliusetts,  concerning, 
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Union  Raikoad  Company,  and  the  Grand  Junction  Railroad  and  Depot 

Company,  to  unite,    .......  25 

Union  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Springfield,  Trustees  of,  to 

sell  real  estate,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  138 

United  States,  Congress  of,  election  of  representatives  in,  .  .  45 

Upper  Locks  and  Canals  on  Connecticut  River,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate,         .  .  .  .  77 

Upton  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate,     .  .  .  .  .  196 


Y. 

Venue  of  Transitory  Actions,  relating  to,  .  .  • 

YUlage  Bank,  in  Danvers,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of. 
Vineyard  Bank,  at  Edgartown,  to  incorporate. 
Voting  at  Certain  Elections,  manner  of,  in  addition  to  Act  conccrnii!; 
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V.'altham  Bank,  in  "SValtham,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of, 
"        Improvement  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Wamesit  Bank,  in  Lowell,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of. 

War  of  1812,  Officers,  Soldiers  and  others,  who  served  in,  relating  to, 

"Warden,  Deputy-Warden,  Chaplain  and  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison 
establishing  the  salaries  of,     . 

Warren  Bridge,  and  Charles  River,  relating  to,     . 
"     Cotton  Mills,  to  incorporate, 

"     Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  in  Danvers,  to  incorporate, 
"     Institution  for  Savings,  to  hold  additional  real  estate, 
"     Insurance  Company,  to  continiie  in  force  the  several  Acts  cor 
earning,  ...... 

Washacum  Reservoir  Company,  to  incorporate,  . 

Washington  Bank,  in  Boston,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of. 

Watchmen  of  the  State  House,  pajTnent  of,  •       . 

Water,  for  supplying  the  City  of  Worcester  with, 
"      Town  of  Plymouth,  to  procure  a  supply  of, 
"      Power  Company,  Seckonk,  to  incorporate, 
"      Rights,  in  relation  to  the  chvision  of, 
"      Works,  Charlestown,  to  incorporate. 
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Watertown  and  Newton,  Gas  Light  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Webster  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  concerning, 
Wesleyan  Association,  Bosto::,  to  incorporate, 
Western  Avenue  Kailroad  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"       Massachusetts  Telegraph.  ComT)any,  to  incorporate, 
West  Cambridge  Gas  liiglit  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"     Dedham  Branch  Raikoad  Company,  to  estabhsh,    . 
"     Sandwich,  Alewive  Fishery  at,  to  secure,    . 
Wharf,  A  W.  Fernald  and  others,  to  build, 
"      Christopher  Luf  kin,  to  build, 
*'      Company,  Bay  State,  to  incorporate, 
«<  •'  Boston,  to  construct  their  wharf  to  the  Commi; 

line,  .... 

"  "  Tremont,  in  Boston,  to  incorporate,     . 

'<      Daniel  D.  and  William  Kelly,  to  extend, 
"      Epes  Merchant  and  his  associates,  to  build, 
~ '«      Henry  F.  Pitman,  to  build, 
"      India,  the  Proprietors  of,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 
"      Jerome  G.  Kidder,  to  extend, 
"      John  H.  Gregory,  to  build, 

"      Peter  Lewis,  to  extend,     .... 
"      Richard  and  George  Shackford,  to  build, 
"      Salma  E.  Gould,  to  extend, 

"      Sargent's,  in  Boston,  in  addition  to  Act  to  incorporate, 
"  "  in  Gloucester,  to  esitend, 

"      and  Marine  Railway,  in  the  Harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole,  Cliarle 
Smith  to  build,  .... 

Widows,  to  make  further  provision  for,  in  certain  cases, . 
Winchendon  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate, 
Winthrop  House  Company,  "  . 

Witness  Fees,  concerning,  .... 

Witnesses,  to  prevent  extortion  bj--, 

"  Fees  of,  in  cases  of  Contested  Elections  of  Members  of  tl 

House   of  Representatives,   concerning, 
Woburn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incori)orate, 

"       Gas  Light  Company,  " 

Wood,  Amos,  payment  of  expenses  during  his  sickness, 
Worcester,  City  of,  for  supplying  with  pure  water, 

"  County  of.  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  salary  o 

"  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate, 

"  Hope  Cemetary  in,  relating  to, 

"  Machine  Shop  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"  North  Agricultural  Societj',  in  favor  of, 

"  Police  Court,  in  relation  to,     . 

"  Probate  Court  of,  changing  the  place  of  lidding  certain  terras, 

Wright,  Benjamin  S.,  and  Benjamin  Baker,  to  bed  oysters  in  Mystic  River, 
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Young  Men's  I/ibrary  Association  of  Taunton,  to  incorporate, 
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ACTS 


RESOLVES 


PASSED    BY    THE 


Enteral  Cwitrt  0f  ^usu^MtiU, 


IN    THE    YEAR 


1855: 


TOGETHER    WITH    THE    MESSAGES, 


PUBLISHED    BY"   THE 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


BOSTON: 

WILLIAM   WHITE,   PRINTER   TO   THE    STATE. 

185  5. 


S^°  The  General  Court  of  1855  assembled  in  the  State  House  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday, 
the  third  day  of  January,  and  was  prorogued  on  Monday,  the  twenty-first  day  of  May. 

The  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  His  Excellency,  Hexry  J.   Gardner,  6n  the 
ninth  day  of  January. 


.'j.i 


GENERAL    AND    SPECIAL 

Statutes 


OF 


MASSACHUSETTS, 

1855. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Danvers  Railroad  Company.  Chan    1 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  time  within  which  the  Danvers  Railroad  Company  Time  for  con- 

struction  cx~ 

may  construct  its  railroad,  is  hereby  extended  to  the  first  tended, 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord   one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five ;  and  said  company,  within  said  time, 
is  authorized  to   amend,  change,  and  file  anew  the  location  May  eic  anew, 
of  their  railroad :  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  provided, 
construed  to  authorize  the  said  corporation  to  take  any  land 
or  other  materials  not  now   in    their    actual  occupation. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  January  29,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  Acts  incorporating  the  Old  Colony  Insiir-  Chan    2 
ranee  Company  of  Plymoutli,  and  to  authorize  an  increase  of  its  capital  -^  ' 

stock. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     The  act  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  in  corporation  con- 

^  •^  '         tinued  in  force 

the  year  one  thousand  eisrht  hundred  and  thirty-five,  entitled,  twenty  years 

,     •'    .  .  s  /^  from  Marcli  6, 

"  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Old   Colony  Insurance  Compa-  i^^s. 
ny,"  and  the  act  in  alteration  and  amendment  thereof,  passed 
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on  the  third  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four,  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  from  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five ;  and  said 
company  shall  be  continued  as  a  corporation,  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric- 
tions and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  other  general 
laws  which  have  been  or  shall  be  hereafter  passed  relative 
to  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease its  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares 

In  shares  of  $100  of  ouc  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  such 
instalments,  and  under  such  provisions  and  penalties  as  the 
president  and  directors  of  said  corporation  may  appoint : 

Proviso.  provided,  that  such  increase  of  its  capital  stock  shall  be 

made  and  paid  in  within  three  years  from  and  after  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  January  30,  1855.] 


Powers,  privi 
leges,  &c. 


Capital  increased 

$50,000. 


Chaj).  3. 


l>utics  deflncd. 


Former  act  re- 
pealed. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  "  an  Act  concerning  County  Commissioners." 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Ge7ieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  In  all  future  elections  of  county  commissioners 
and  special  commissioners,  the  board  of  examiners  in  the 
several  counties,  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  the  returns  of 
votes,  shall  meet  and  discharge  the  duties  required  by  law 
as  to  such  elections,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month 
next  succeeding  the  election  of  any  such  ofiicers. 

Sect.  2.  So  much  of  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  as  is  inconsistent  with  this  act  is  hereby 
repealed.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  January  SO,  1855.] 


Chap.  4. 


Chap.  28,  sec.  201 
E.  S.  amended. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  two  hundred  and  first  section  of  the  twenty-eighth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

All  forfeitures  under  the  two  hundred  and  first  section  of 
the  twenty-eighth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  shall  be 
to  the  use  of  the  county  in  which  the  offence  is  committed, 
and  not  to  the  use  of  the  town.  {^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, February  1,  1855.] 
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An  Act  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Douglas  Axe  Hhrtn    5 
Manufacturing  Company.  £  •  o. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Ootirt  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The  Douglas  Axe  Manufacturing  Company  are  hereby  capital  increased 
authorized  to  increase  their  capital  stock  by  adding  thereto  *^'"'''^"''* 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  may  invest  such  por- May  invest  m 
tion  thereof  in  real  and  personal  estate,  as  may  be  necessary  esut^e"*^  personal 
and  convenient  for  carrying  on  the  business  for  "which  said 
company  "was   incorporated :    provided,   however,   that   no  Provided, 
shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  is- 
sued for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to   be  actually  paid  in  on 
each,  than  fifty  dollars,  the  par  value  of  the   shares  which 
have  been  already  issued.      {^Approved  hy  the    Governor, 
February  1,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Hemp  Manufac-  Chap.  6. 
turing  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
tlie  same,  as  follows  : 

The  Boston  Hemp  Manufpxturing  Company,  in  addition  Additional 

,.  ^  ,,  I'T  -T  powers. 

to  their  present  powers,  are  hereby  authorized  to  grind 
grain,  spices,  and  dyestufls.  [Appi'oved  hy  the  Governor, 
Fcbi-ua?-y  1,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Eagle  Chcii).  7. 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  ■^' 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloias  : 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  incorporating  the  Eagle  Fire  J^^^l^'^^ 
Insurance  Company,  approved  February  16,  1854,  is  so  far 
amended  that  said  company  may  make  insurance  against  May  insure 

■^  AET&inst  fire 

fire  losses  when  fifty  thousand   dollars  guarantee  capital  when,  &c. ' 
shall  have  been  paid  in.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1855. 
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Chap.  8. 


Vacancies  in 
board  of  se- 
lectmen, how 
to  be  flUed. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  aa  to  the 
election  of  Selectmen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Whenever  any  town,  at  their  annual  meeting,  shall  fail  to 
elect  a  full  board  of  selectmen,  or  whenever  a  part  of  the 
selectmen  chosen  shall  refuse -to  act  or  omit  to  be  qualified 
according  to  law,  the  selectmen,  or  selectman  chosen  and 
qualified,  may  sign  warrants  for  town  meetings  until  a  full 
board  shall  be  elected ;  and  any  town  may,  at  a  meeting 
held  subsequently  to  the  annual  meeting,  elect  selectmen  to 
fill  any  vacancy  which  may  exist  in  the  board.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  February  3,  1855.] 


Chap.  9. 


Kailroad  corpora- 
tions to  give  ad- 
ditional security 
for  lands  taken, 

•&C. 


Eight  to  enter, 
<fec.  suspended 
after  thirtj'  days, 
until  damages  are 
paid. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  sixty-first  section  of  tlie  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  and  providing  further  remedies  for  persons  whose  lands 
are  taken  by  Railroad  Corporations. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  sixty-first  section  of  the  thirty-ninth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  hereby  so  far  amended,  that 
whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  commissioners 
upon  petition,  and  after  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  that 
any  security  which  shall  have  been  given  under  the  pro- 
visions of  said  section  for  any  land,  or  other  property,  taken 
by  any  railroad  corporation  for  the  construction  or  mainte- 
nance of  their  railroad,  shall  have  become  insufficient,  the 
commissioners  shall,  if  requested  by  said  owner,  require 
said  corporation  to  give  further  security,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  said  commissioners,  for  the  payment  of  all  damages  and 
costs  that  shall  be  awarded  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  a 
jury,  for  the  land  or  other  property  taken ;  and  all  the  right 
or  authority  of  said  corporation  to  enter  upon  or  use  said 
land  or  other  property,  except  for  making  surveys,  shall  be 
suspended  until  they  shall  give  such  further  security. 

Sect.  2.  "Whenever  any  railroad  corporation  shall  have 
taken  land,  or  other  property,  for  the  construction  or  main- 
tenance of  their  railroad,  and  shall  neglect,  for  the  space  of 
thirty  days  after  a  warrant  of  distress  or  execution  shall 
have  issued  against  such  corporation  for  the  damages  and 
costs  for  taking  such  land,  or  other  property,  to  satisfy  the 
same,  then  all  the  right  or  authority  of  said  corporation  to 
enter  upon  or  use  said  land,  or  other  property,  except  for 
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making  surveys,  shall  be  suspended  until  they  shall  pay  such 
warrant  or  execution. 

Sect.  3.     In  all  cases  arisino;  under  this  act,  the  supreme  s.j.  court  to 

.     , ."    .  .  .  '      -     ,       ^  have  lunsdlctlon, 

judicial  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  equity,  and  the  owner  &c, 
of  such  land,  or  other  property,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
remedies  provided  in  the  case  of  a  railroad  corporation 
neglecting  to  give  security  when  required  so  to  do,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  sixty-first  section  of  the  thirty-ninth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  any  subsequent  statutes 
in  relation  thereto.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February 
7,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  laying  out  Townways,  and  Land  taken  for  School-  Chcip.  10. 

houses. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

The  provisions  of  the  two  hundred  and  ninetieth  chapter  J/Yssreltende'^d 
of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  so  as  to  apply,  &c. 
and  fifty-one,  are  hereby  extended,  so  as  to  apply  to  all 
cases  where  any  person  or  persons  have  a  claim  for  damage 
sustained  in  their  property  by  the  laying  out  of  townways, 
the  location  of  school-houses,  and  where  the  interests  in 
said  property  are  such  as  are  named  in  the  first  section  of 
said  act.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  1,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  regulate  the  Sidewalks  in  the  City  of  Chap.  11. 

Charlestown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tile  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloros : 

Sect.  1.     Whenever  the  city  of  Charlestown  shall  pave  owners  of  lots, 

.  .,.'^.,  -11        <fec.,  to  pave  side- 

any  public  street  m   said  city,  in  the  manner  required  by  walks. 

law,  or  shall  cover  the  same  with  good  gravel  as  a  substi- 
tute for  pavement,  and  pave  the  gutters  thereof,  each  and 
every  owner  or  owners,  of  a  lot  or  lots  of  land  adjoining 
any  such  street,  shall,  without  delay,  at  his  or  her  own  ex- 
pense, cause  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  or  her  land  to  be 
paved  with  brick  or  flat  stone,  and  supported  by  hammered 
edge-stone,  and  kept  in  repair ;  the  same  to  be  done  under 
the  direction  and  to  the  acceptance  of  the  surveyors  of  the 
highways ;  and  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lot  or  lots  JS^*yors"t*<?'*d'o 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pave  and  support  the  sidewalks  as  it- 
aforesaid,  for  the  space  of  twenty  days  after  he  or  she,  or 
the  tenant  of  such  lot  or  lots,  or  the  attorney  of  such  owner 
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or  owners,  shall  have  been  thereto  required,  hj  any  of  the 
surveyors  of  highways,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  sur- 
veyors, and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  pave 
and  support  the  same  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  to  repair  the 

And  shall  recover  same,  and  shall  recover  the  whole  amount  of  the  expense 

tion,&c.  thereof,  by  action  of  contract,  to  be  brought  by  the  survey- 

ors of  highways,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  said  city,  before 

fhe°ilM!'^' "^^"' ^'^y  court  proper  to  try  the  ^SimQ:  provided,  nevertheless. 
that  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen, 
any  owner  or  owners  of  any  lot  on  such  street  shall  be  unable 
to  comply  with  the  foregoing  requisitions,  the  said  mayor 
and  aldermen  may  direct  the  surveyors  of  highways,  or  the 
superintendent  of  streets,  to  cause  such  sidewalks  to  be  made 

Provided,  also.  r^\^  ^hc  cxpcnsc  of  Said  city :  provided,  also,  that  when  there 
are  any  vacant  lots  of  land  on  any  such  street,  the  surveyors 
of  highways  may  at  their  discretion  allow  the  owner  or  own- 
ers thereof  to  cover  the  sidewalk  with  plank,  and  support  the 
same  with  timber,  which  shall  be  removed,  and  the  edge- 
stone  and  brick  or  flat  stone  pavement  be  completed,  when- 
ever in  the  judgment  of  said  surveyors  it  shall  become 
necessary. 

peXd."^ ^"^ ''^'  Sect.  2.  The  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  twelve, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  entitled  "An  Act  to  reg- 
ulate the  Sidewalks  in  the  town  of  Charlestown,"  is  hereby 
repealed.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  *],\^b^.'\ 

Chap.  12.  An  Act  to  amend  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-second  chapter  of  the 
Statutes  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  "  In  relation  to  Transitory 
Actions." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

fsM.^araen'ded.'*'^  That  the  provisious  of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  chapter  of  the  statutes  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-four  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  the  fourteenth 
section  of  the  ninetieth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and 
not  to  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  nineteenth  chapter. 
[^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  7,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Spy  Pond  Water  Company.  CJlClp.  13. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, iji  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotcs  : 

Sect.  1.     John    Schoiiler,   Edward    Chapman,   Abel   G.  corporator. 
Peck,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Spy  Pond  Water  Company,  Kame. 
in  West  Cambridge,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  in-  Purpose, 
habitants  of  said  town  an  abundant  supply  of  soft  water,  by 
raising  the  water  of  Spy  Pond  by  steam-power  into  a  reser- 
voir, and  conducting  the  same  by  pipes  to  the  residences  of 
the  inhabitants  in  said  town,  and  for  this  purpose  they  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  ^er&":  "**""' 
duties  and  liabilities  and  restrictions  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  g^pj*,^!  **°=^ 
exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  same  maybe  invested  Mayinvesun^^^^ 
and  held  in  such  real  and  personal  estate  as  shall  be  neces-  estate,  as  may  be 
sary  and  convenient  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  said 
corporation ;  and  no  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
company  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  no  shares  u»ued 

^        •'  .  •  '  under  par. 

actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
February  7,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Newburyport,  and  Danvers  and  Georgetown  Rail-  Chap.  14. 
road  Companies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Newburyport  Railroad  Company  and  the  Rauroadcorpora- 
Danvers  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company  are  hereby  au-  ac" 
thorized  and  empowered  to  unite  and  form  one  corporation, 
upon  such  terms  as  they  shall  agree  upon,  whenever  it  shall 
be  so  voted  by  each  company  at  meetings  duly  notified  for 
that  purpose ;  and  when  the   said  companies   shall  be  so 
united,  the   stockholders  in  each  company  shall  be  stock- 
holders in  the  other,  and  the  two  companies  shall  constitute 
one  corporation,  under  the  name  of  the  Newburyport  Rail-  ^f^^^^  xewSSn-^- 
road  Company ;  and  the  said  last  mentioned  company  shall  g°/i^^any.°*'^ 
have  all  the  franchises,  property,  powers,  privileges  and  Powers,  privi- 
remedies,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  and  liabilities 
of  each  of  the  said  companies  respectively ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  last  mentioned  company  to  exercise,  over 
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the  whole  extent  of  their  railroad,  the  same  powers,  rights 
and  privileges,  which  have  been  heretofore  granted  to  either 
of  said  companies. 
May  issue  bonds       Sect.  2.     When  tlic  Ncwburvport  Railroad  Company  and 

to  the  amount  of     ,        t-,  -,    r-i  -ri     -i  t    /-<  i      -,-,■, 

$300,000.  the  Danvers  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company  shall  have 

united,  as  authorized  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  the 
corporation  formed  by  such  union  is  hereby  authorized  to 
issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  an  act 
passed  by  the  legislature  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize 
Railroad  Companies  to  issue  Bonds,"  with  authority  to 
mortgage  its  railroad,  franchise  and  other  property,  to  secure 
Provided.  the  payment  of  the   same :  provided,  that  the  roads,  when 

united,  shall  not  sell,  to  any  other  railroad  company,  bonds 
issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  beyond  the  amount  of  seventy- 
provided,  furtiier  five  thousand  dollars :  and  provided  further,  that  no  bonds, 
issued  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
disposed  of,  until  every  individual  creditor  of  said  companies 
shall  have  had  opportunity  to  take  bonds  equal  to  the  com- 
pany's indebtedness  to  him  in  payment  of  his  debt,  such 
Notice  to  be  given  Opportunity  to  be  given  by  a  public  notice  of  at  least  ten 

to  creditors,  &c.      ,^^       .      ,    ''  °  -^.i  ,         i>    -r\ 

days,  in  two  or  more  newspapers  in  the  county  of  Essex, 

inviting  said  creditors  to  take  such  bonds  for  said  purpose. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  9,  1855.] 

Chap.  15.   -A^"  ^^t  relative  to  the  numbering  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  five  and 

fifteen  years. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 
Assess^ors^to^  re-      Sect.  1.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  sev- 
bero™ peraoifsTe-  ®^^^  towus  and  cltics  in  this  Commonwealth,  to  ascertain  in 
twlfyearaf "''"''  *^^®  mouth  of  May  of  each  year,  the  number  of  persons  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  in  their  respective 
towns  or  cities,  and  report  the  same  to  the  school  comniittee 
of  said  towns  or  cities,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
following. 
Former  acts  re-        Sect.  2.     So  much  of  chaptcr  two  huudrcd  and  twenty- 

pealed.  .  ^  •' 

three,  section  two,  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six,  and  chaptcr  one  hundred  and  seventeen,  section 
one,  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-nine,  as  re- 
quires the  numbering  of  the  persons  between  the  ages  of 
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five  and  fifteen  years  in  the  several  towns  and  cities  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  be  made  by  the  school  committees  of 
said  towns  and  cities,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  the  first  wnen  to  take 
day  of  May,  one  thousand    eight   hundred   and   fifty-five. 
\App7-oved  by  the  Governor,  February  16,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Barnstable  County  ^7  -,  ^ 

Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  VnClJ).  lo. 

Be  it  e?iacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.      The    statute   of  the   year   of  our   Lord   one  corporation  to  be 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  chapter  sixty-six,  twenty  years 

,.  ,1        -p,  ,     1  1       /-(  i      Tr    i        1   -iT-         T  Mi-om  March,  1861. 

incorporating  the  Jiarnstable  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  and  the  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  March 
thirteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall  be  con- 
tinued and  remain  in  full  force  for  the  term  of  twenty  years 
from  and  after  the  second  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-one :  provided,  that  said  company  shall  be  subject  rrovkied. 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  obligations,  and  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  the  four  hundred  and  fifty-third  chap- 
ter of  the  statutes  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and 
all  other  general  laws,  which  may  be  hereafter  enacted, 
relating  to  mutual  fire  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Appj^oved  by  the  Governor,  February  l^jl^bb.l 


An  Act  to  cede  to  the  United  States  jurisdiction  over  Egg  Rock  Island  QhiiP.  17. 
and  certain  other  places,  for  the  erection  of  Light-houses,    Keepers'  '■' 

Dwellings  and  Beacons,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  iurisdiction  of  Egg  Rock  Island  near  Nahant,  and  of  Jurisdiction,  etc., 

CGQCQ    to     L  nilGu 

a  site  for  a  light-house  at  Truro,  (Highlands,)  Cape  Cod;  states, 
for  a  light-house  and  keeper's  house  on  or  near  the  "Point 
of  Rocks,"  Westport ;  for  a  light-house  on  the  Spit,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Narrows,  Boston  Harbor ;  and  for  a  beacon 
on  Point  Alderton  Bar,  on  the  south  side  of  entrance  to 
Light-house  Channel,  Boston  Harbor;  and  all  the  right  and 
claim  to  the  soil  of  any  such  site  which  this  Commonwealth 
may  have,  is  hereby  granted  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
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for  the  purpose  of  erecting  light-houses,  keepers'  houses, 
and  beacons  on  the  same,  and  so  long  as  may  be  necessary 
ProTiso.  for  the   purposes   herein   mentioned :  provided,  that   this 

Commonwealth  shall  retain,  and  does  hereby  retain  concur- 
rent jurisdiction  with  the  United  States  in  and  over  said 
land,  so  far  that  all  civil  and  criminal  processes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  any  officer  thereof, 
may  be  executed  on  any  part  of  said  land,  or  in  any  building 
which  may  be  erected  thereon,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
jurisdiction  had  not  been  granted  as  aforesaid.  [Approved 
by  the  Govertior,  Fehruary  16,  1855,] 

Chat)   18  ^^  ^^^  *°  incorporate  the  Industrial  School  for  Girls. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Lucrctia  0.  Evcrctt  and   Maria   Greenwood, 

their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  incorporated  by 

Name.  thc  name  of  the  "  Industrial  School  for  Girls,"  for  the  pur- 

purpose.  pose  of  training  to  good  conduct  and  instructing  in  house- 

hold labor  destitute  or  neglected  girls ;  with  all  the  powers, 

Powerg,^privi-  and  subjcct  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Corporation  may      Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporatiou,  by  themsclvcs  and  their 

Ire  o'f^luardi'anT  officcrs,  may  havc  and  exercise  all  the  rights  and  powers  of 
guardians  over  their  pupils  who  shall  be  without  parents  or 
other  guardians,  or  who  shall  be  surrendered  to  them  by  their 
parents  or  surviving  parent. 

May  hwd  real  and      Sect.  3.     The  Said  Corporation  may  take,  by  purchase, 

personal  property  j.i-i  j.j.i'  '  i  i 

not  exceeding  grant,  dcvisc,  bcqucst,  or  otherwise,  any  real  or  personal 
property  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  may  manage  and 
dispose  of  the  same :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount  of 
the  property  held  and  possessed  by  the  said  corporation  at 
any  one  time,  shall  not  exceed  in  value  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Sect.  4.  All  the  officers  of  said  corporation  may  be 
married  women,  [Approved  by  the  Governor^  February 
16,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  confirm  the  doings  of  the  Marlborough  Railroad  Company.      Chap.    19. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  mortg-age  of  the  Marlborough  Branch  Rail- i^^Jf'l^jj^^'^-jiJfj*: 
road  Compauy,  conveying  to  Francis  Brigham,  Francis  D.  '^'^• 
Brigham,  and  Obadiah  W.  Albee,  and  the  survivor  and  sur- 
vivors of  them,  and  their  successors,  as  trustees,  in  trust 
and  mortgage  for  the  payment  of  certain  bonds,  instruments, 
debts  and  liabilities  of  said  corporation,  all  the  property, 
real  and  personal,  rights  of  action,  and  the  rights  and  fran- 
chises of  the  said  corporation,  acquired  or  to  be  acquired, 
bearing  date  the  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one   thousand  eight  hundred   and  iifty-five,  is  hereby 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  the  same  is  and  shall  be  valid 
and  effectual  for  the  alienation  and  conveyance  of  all  the 
property  and  eflfccts  of  said  corporation  therein  described ; 
the  said  deed  of  conveyance  to  be  recorded  in  the  town  clerk's  Peed  of  convey- 
office  in  Marlborough,  and  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the  e^t,  etc. 
county  of  Middlesex. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  corporation  to 

-,-,■,.,.  "^  deliver  to  trus- 

make,  execute  and  deliver  to  the  said  trustees,  or  any  other  tees  instruments, 

'  '  J   ^ "    ^      conveyances,  etc. 

persons  as  trustees,  any  and  every  such  further  instruments 
a-nd  conveyances  of  their  property  and  effects,  as  may  be 
required  or  necessary  for  the  better  effectuating  the  objects 
and  purposes  of  the  mortgage  aforesaid;  and  all  iustru- Instruments, etc 

'■        ^  11111  ^"''^  recorded, 

ments  and  conveyances  so  made  shall  be  recorded  in  like  «^<=- 
manner  as   said  mortgage  is  required  to  be  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  16, 1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  constiuct  Chat)     20 
a  temporary  Railroad.  -^  * 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  Rain-oad  contin- 
continue  the  temporary  railroad  erected  under  the  authority  J'^i^jl"^'''^"'""^ 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston 
to  construct  a  temporary  Railroad,"  passed  in  the  year 
1848,  during  two  years  from  the  first  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  1856,  subject  to  all  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
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said  act,  except  those  relating  to  the  removal  of  mud,  or 
earth  from  the  channels  on  South  Bay. 
When  to  take  ef-      Sect.  2.     TMs  act  sliall  take  effect  from  and  after  its' 

feet. 

acceptance  by  the  city  council  of  Boston.  [^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  16,  1855. J 

Chan.  21.    "'^^  ^^^  ceding  to  the  United  States  of  America  jurisdiction  over  certain 
^  '        '        lands  and  their  appurtenances,  situate  in  the  town  of  Gloucester,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, i7i  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

.lurisdiction  ceil-  Sect.  1.  Thc  jurisdiction  of  the  lands  and  their  appurte- 
nances that  have  been  or  may  be  p.urchased  in  said  town  of 
Gloucester  for  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  and  appur- 
tenances be,  and   is  hereby  ceded  to    the  United   States 

rrovkieti.  of  America :  provided,  hoioever,  that  all  civil  and  criminal 

processes  issued  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  or  any 
officer  thereof,  may  be  executed  on  said  lands,  and  in  the 
buildings  that  may  be  erected  thereon,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  jurisdiction  had  not  been  ceded  as  aforesaid. 

uiuis,  cie ,  to  be      Sect.  2.     The  lands  above  described,  with  their  appur- 

exerapt  from  '  i-i 

taxation.  tcnauccs,  and  all  buildings  and  other^roperty  that  may  be 

thereon,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  exempted  from  all  state, 
county,  and  municipal  taxation  and  assessment,  so  long  as 
the  same  shall  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor^  February  10, 
1855.] 

Chcip.  22.  ^^  ^^^  t°  incorporate  the  New  England  Emigrant  Aid  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

corpoiators.  Sect.  1.     EH  Tliaycr,  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  John  M.   S. 

Williams,  and  Thomas  H.  Webb,  their  associates,  successors 
and  assigns,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of 

Kame.  thc  Ncw  England  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  for  the  purposes 

Purpose.  of  directing  emigration  westward,  and  aiding  in  providing 

accommodations  for  the  emigrants  after  arriving  at  their 
places  of  destination,  and  for  these  purposes  they  have  all 

Powers,  privi-     thc  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  are  subject  to  all  the  duties, 

leges,  etc.  rcstrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 

ter of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Capital  uot  to  ex-      Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 

ceed  SI  000  000 

exceed  one  million  of  dollars ;  said  capital  stock  may  be 
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invested  in  real  and  personal  estate,  provided,  the  said  cor-  ^^aVand  pmsonal 
poration  shall  not  hold  real  estate  in  this  Conimonwealth  p^'^^^*!!;^^^,^^^ 
to  an  amount  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Ap'proved  hy  the  Govei^nor,  February  21,1855.] 

An  Act  to  amend  the  second  section  of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-third  QJ^n)^    23. 
chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six  "  concerning  the  ^  ' 

duties  of  School  Committees." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The   second  section  of  the  two  hundred  and  acfhlwlmnena- 
twenty-third  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ^'^■ 
forty-six,  is  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
"  and  fuel  for  the  schools,"  wherever  they  occur  in  said  sec- 
tion, and  inserting  in  place  thereof,  "  fuel  for  the  schools, 
and  care  of  the  fires  and  school-rooms." 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  J\^^  to  take  ef- 
fect. 

last  day  of  April  next.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company.  Chcfj).   24. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoiHty  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  are  hereby  May  issue  bonds 
,      .     ,       .  ,       ,     ,,       ,  f  •      not  to  exceed  cap- 

authorized  to  issue  bonds,  tor  the  purpose  oi  constructing  uai  stock  paid  m. 

their  road,  or  for  money  which  it  may  borrow  for  any  pur- 
pose sanctioned  by  law;  but  the  bonds  so  issued  shall  not 
exceed  the  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  .by  the  stock- 
holders of  said  company.     Such  bonds  may  be  issued  in  in  sums  of  .$500, 

/»  11  11^1  T        TTii  1  11'      pavable  in  twen- 

sums  01  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  each,  payable  m  t>- years. 
twenty  years  from  their  date,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent.,  payable  semi-annually. 

Sect.  2.  Such  bonds  shall  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  ^oj^^^y^jO^l^^g^i!: 
the  finance  committee  of  said  corporation,  who  shall  certify  *'''''• 
that  each  of  said  bonds  is  properly  issued  and  recorded 
upon  the  books  of  the  corporation.  All  bonds  and  notes 
which  shall  be  issued  by  said  corporation  shall  be  binding 
and  collectable  in  law,  notwithstanding  such  bonds  or  notes 
may  be  negotiated  and  sold  by  such  corporation,  or  their 
o.gents,  at  less  than  par. 

Sect.  3.     Said  bonds  shall  be  secured  by  a  conveyance  security  of 
of  the  corporate  property  to  three  trustees,  by  a  suitable 
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instrument  to  be  prepared  for  that  purpose,  as  a  pledge  or 
mortgage  to  secure  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of 
said  bonds. 

Sinking  fund.  Sect.  4.     The  Said  corporation  shall,  semi-annually,  pay 

to  said  trustees  a  sum  equal  to  two  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  said  bonds,  for  the  purpose   of  creating  a  sinking  fund. 

Trustees  to  have  Said  trustccs  sliall  havc  the  care  and  manao-ement  of  all  the 

manafrement  and  ,    ,  .  ,  . 

care  of  funds,  etc.  moncys,  funds  and  securities  at  any  time  belonging  to  said 
sinking  fund ;  and  they  shall  from  time  to  time,  at  their 
,  discretion,  invest  the  moneys  on  hand  securely,  and  so  that 
they  shall  be  productive,  and  the  same  may  be  invested  in 
the  bonds  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company,  secured  as 
aforesaid,  or  loaned  on  interest  to  any  county,  city  or  town, 
or  any  bank  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  the  same  may  be 
loaned  on  interest,  well  secured  by  a  first  mortgage  of  real 
estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one-half  the  value  there- 
of, or  by  pledge  of  the  scrip  or  stock  of  any  of  the  New 
England  States,  or  of  any  city,  county  or  town  as  aforesaid, 
or  of  any  bank  incorporated  by  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
the  said  fund,  together  with  the  accruing  interest,  shall  con- 
stitute a  sinking  fund,  for  the  paymenl  and  redemption  of 
said  bonds. 

Trustees  to  make      Sect.  5.     Said  trustccs  shall  make  an  annual  return  to 

return  to  secreta- 
ry, etc.  i\^Q  secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  of  the  whole  amount 

of  bonds  issued  by  said  corporation  and  secured  by  mort- 
gage as  aforesaid,  and  the  whole  amount  by  them  received, 
and  the  investments  made  thereof 
In  case  of  failure.      Sect.  6.     In  casc   of  failure  by  the   said  corporation  in 

trustees  may  pe-  •'  ^ 

tition  to  sell,  etc.  the  performance  of  any  of  the  conditions  of  said  bonds,  the 
trustees  shall  petition  the  supreme  judicial  court  for  leave 
to  sell  the  property  conveyed  to  them  as  aforesaid;  and, 
thereupon,  the  same  shall  be  sold  in  such  way  and  manner 
as  the  court  may  order ;  and  after  the  payment  of  all  costs 
and  expenses,  there  shall  be  paid  into  the  sinking  fund  a 
sum  which,  added  to  the  amount  then  on  hand,  shall  equal 
the  amount  of  said  bonds,  and  any  interest  thereon  due  and 
unpaid,  and  the  remainder  thereof  paid  to  said  corporation. 
manage' nfiiroad,  Sect.  7.  Thc  purchascr  or  purcliascrs  at  such  sale  may 
publish  cw'tifi''-"'^  associate  themselves  together,  under  any  name  by  them 
name°^'t?y'"'™*^  assumcd,  for  the  purpose  of  managing  said  railroad,  and 
they  shall,  together  with  their  successors  and  assigns,  be 
and  remain  a  body  corporate  under  the  name  assumed  by 
them ;  but,  before  they  shall  commence  business,  they  shall 
make  a  certificate,  setting  forth  their  corporate  name,  the 
amount  of  capital  actually  paid'  in,  and  the  par  value  of  the 
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shares ;  "which  certificate  shall  be  signed  and  sworn  to  by 
the  president,  treasurer,  and  a  majority  of  the  directors  of 
said  company,  published  three  times  in  two  daily  Boston 
papers,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ; 
and  when  so  organized,  they  shall  become  a  corporation,  with 
like  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  act  incorporating  the  Cambridge 
Railroad. 

Sect.  8.     The  award  of   the  commissioners  to    be  ap- ^^T^^f^^^gOf  ^^g™] 
pointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  act'''"'^"'^^"S'®'°- 
incorporating  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company,  to  deter-  i 

mine  and  fix  the  rate  of  compensation  and  toll  to  be  paid 
to  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  shall  be  binding 
upon  each  of  said  corporations,  and  shall  not  be  revised  or 
altered  excepting  by  the  agreement  of  each  of  said  parties. 

Sect.  9.     Said  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  shall  gancockFree^_ 
receive,  in  satisfaction  of  the  compensation  or  tolls  that  may  ^^°^}°l^l^ 
be  awarded  by  said  commissioners,  bonds  of   said  Cam- 
bridge Railroad   Company,  secured  in  the  manner  herein 
provided. 

Sect.  10.     The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall  have  full  ^^v^  SV" 
equity  powers  on  all  matters  relating  to  this  act  or  the  acts  powers. 
to  which  it  is  in  addition. 

Sect,  11.     The  capital  stock  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  s'^*"«'5i<"'««<=^- 
Company  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars eacli,  and  the  time  within  which  ten  per  cent,  of  the  blpaw'in'^2^y*ears 
capital  stock  is  to  be  paid  is  hereby  extended  two  years. 

Sect.  12,  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,      [App7^oved  by  the  Governor,  February  21,  1855,] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Holyoke  Savings  Bank.  Chap.    25. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect,  1.     Jones  S.  Davis,  Jonas  Kendall,  C.  W.  Blanch- corporators, 
ard,  Albert  Graves,  Cyrus  Frink,  Thomas  H.  Kelt,  Charles 
W.    Rannet,   Hezekiah   Hutchins,   James   K.    Mills,  R.  G. 
IMarsh,  Warren  Chapin,  Gustavus  Snow,  A.  0.  Colby,  J.  C. 
Parsons,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Holyoke  Savings  Bank,  to  ^^^'^ 
be  established  and  located  in  the  town  of  Holyoke,  in  the 
county  of  Hampden,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  fe°7g%V''"''* 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth 
in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in 

3 
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all  otlier  laws  of  tins  Commonwealth  relating  to  institutions 
for  savings. 

posits T/s'i!  ^^'  Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums 
as  small  as  one  dollar. 

?o"mino?s"et™  ^ECT.  3.  Whcuevcr  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  discre- 
tion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him 
or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 

Receiptor  minors  authorized  the  drawing  the  same  ;  and  the  check,  receipt  or 

to  be  valid.  e  7  J  r 

acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same  was 
executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 
was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made,  personally,  by 
said  minor. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Fehruary  21,  1855.] 

Chap.   26.  An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Chelsea. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa 
fives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

^Z'onefu's'tl'ce^  Sect.  1.  A  pollcc  court  is  hereby  established  in  the  town 
of  Chelsea,  to  consist  Of  one  learned,  able  and  discreet  per- 
son, to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  to  take  cognizance  of  all  crimes, 
offences  and  misdemeanors,  committed  within  the  town  of 
Chelsea,  whereof  justices  of  the  peace  now  have  or  may 

Jurisdiction.  hcrcaftcr  have  jurisdiction.  And  the  court  hereby  estab- 
lished shall  hear  and  determine  all  suits,  complaints  and 
prosecutions,  in  like  manner  as  by  law  provided  for  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  and  authority  which  are,  or  may  be, 
vested  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  shall  do  all  acts  neces- 
sary to,  and  consistent  with,  such  powers  and  authority. 
And  the  said  police  court  shall  also  have  original  and  con- 
current jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases,  and  cognizance  of  all 
suits  and  actions,  which  may  now  or  at  any  time  hereafter, 
be  heard,  tried  and  determined  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  whenever 
all  the  parties  reside  in  Chelsea,  and  the  service  of  the  writ 
is  had  on  the  defendant  in  said  county ;  and  no  writ  in  any 
such  suit  or  action  shall  be  made  returnable  before  any  jus- 
tice within  said  town,  but  to  said  police  court  only ;  and  an 

Appeal  allowed,  appeal  shall  be  allowcd  from  all  judgments  of  said  police 
court,  in  like  manner,  and  to   the  same  extent  that  appeals 
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are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments  of  justices  of  the 
peace;  and  the  justice  of  said  police  court  shall  not  be 
counsel  or  attorney  to  any  party  in  any  matter  or  thing 
whatsoever  which  may  be  pending  in  said  court. 

Sect.  2.  All  warrants  issued  by  said  court  or  by  any  J^^e^na  of  war- 
justice  of  the  peace  within  said  town,  shall  be  made  returna- 
ble and  shall  be  returned  before  said  court;  and  if  any 
warrant  shall  be  issued  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  returna- 
ble before  said  court,  the  lawful  fees  payable  therefor  shall 
not  be  paid  or  allowed,  unless,  on  examination  in  hearing 
before  said  court,  it  shall  appear  to  said  court  that  there 
was  just  and  reasonable  cause  for  issuing  said  warrant,  in 
which  case  such  fees,  costs  and  charges  shall  be  allowed  and 
taxed  in  like  manner  as  though  said  warrant  had  been  issued 
by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  according  to  the  law  now  in  force. 

Sect.  3.  All  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties  accruing  for  f4"f  •jf°;r*^}.*,"/^f;- 
the  breach  of  any  by-laws  of  said  town  may  be  prosecuted  "■""^• 
for  and  recovered  before  said  court  by  complaint  or  informa- 
tion, in  the  same  manner  in  which  other  criminal  offences 
are  now  prosecuted  before  the  police  courts  within  this 
Commonwealth ;  reserving,  however,  in  all  cases,  to  the 
party  complained  of  and  prosecuted,  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  municipal  court  then  next  to.be  held  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  from  the  judgment  and  sentence  of  said  police  court. 
And  the  appeal  shall  be  allowed  on  the  same  terms,  and  the  a,''prov-idld°^ch" 
proceedings  shall  be  conducted  therein  in  the  same  manner,  ^^^'■'^■'*" 
as  provided  in  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth.  And  it  shall 
be  sufficient,  in  all  such-  prosecutions,  to  set  forth  in  the 
complaint  the  offence,  fully,  plainly,  substantially  and  formal- 
ly ;  and  it  shall  not  be  nebessary  to  set  forth  such  by-law,  or 
any  part  thereof.  When  any  person,  upon  any  conviction 
before  said  police  court  for  any  breach  of  any  by-law  of 
said  town,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine,  or  ordered  to 
pay  any  penalty  or  forfeiture,  provided  by  any  such  by-law,  or, 
upon  claiming  an  appeal,  shall  fail  to  recognize  for  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  court  appealed  to,  and  there  to  prosecute 
Ids  appeal,  and  to  abide  the  sentence  or  ordpr  of  the  court 
thereon,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of 
good  behavior,  and  upon  not  paying  the  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
feiture, and  cost  so  assessed  upon  him,  he  shall  be  committed 
to  prison,  there  to  remain  until  he  or  she  shall  pay  such 
fine,  forfeiture,  or  penalty,  and  costs,  or  be  otherwise  dis- 
charged according  to  law. 
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Fines,  etc..  how      Sect.  4.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crimi- 

disposed  o.  ^^^  prosecutions,  "which  shall  be  received  by  or  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  justice  of  said  court,  shall  be  by  him  accounted 
for  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  under  the  same  penalties  for  neglect,  as  are  by  law 
prescribed  in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace;  and  all  costs 
in  such  prosecutions  not  thus  received  shall  be  made  .up, 
taxed,  certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  and  satisfied 
in  like  manner,  as  is  provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of 
the  peace. 

court,  how  often  Sect.  5.  A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice,  at  some 
suitable  and  convenient  place,  on  two  several  days  of  each 
week,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes, 
offences  and  misdemeanors,  and,  on  one  day  in  each  week, 
at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  at  such  other  times 
as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions ; 
and  said  court  may  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day  by  the 
justice  thereof;  and  the  justice  of  said  court  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly  and 
uniform  conducting  of  the  business  thereof. 

Justice's  fees.  Sect.  6.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall  retain  to  his  own 

use  all  fees  by  him  recerved,  or  which  now  accrue  to  justices 
of  the  peace,  in  criminal  prosecutions,  in  full  compensation 
for  all  services  assigned  to  him  by  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
in  criminal  matters,  and  all  legal  fees  in  civil  matters :  j^ro- 

Proviso.  vided,  that,    whenever   the    fees   in   criminal   prosecutions 

amount  to  more  than  seven  hundred. dollars  per  annum,  the  . 
excess  shall  be  paid  to  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  month 
of  January  annually,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the 
peace  are  now  bound  to  pay  money  received  for  fines. 

Justice  to  keep       Sect.  7.     The  lusticc  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  record 

record  and  make  i'  i 

return.  Qf  ^H  procccdings  lu  Said  court,  and  shall  make  return  to 

the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of  his  doings 
therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace  are  now 
by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also,  annually,  in  the 
month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen  of  said  town  of 
Chelsea  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  moneys  by  him  re- 
ceived as  fees. 

howms^po^ed'S-!'  Sect.  8.  All  suits,  actions,  and  prosecutions  which  shall 
be  instituted  and  pending  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
within  the  town  of  Chelsea,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect, 
shall  be  heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not 
been  passed. 
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Sect.  9.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  one  special  jus- 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one  special 
justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,  sickness,  interest,  or  any  other  disability  of  the  * 
standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to  hear 
and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until  such  disability 
be  removed.  The  said  special  justice  shall  be  paid  for  the 
services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees  received  in  said 
court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice  would  be  entitled  to 
for  the  same  services. 

Sect.  10.     The  2,-overnor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  Justices  when 

,  ..  ^  •-  -  -^  ...  appointed. 

the  advice  and  consent  ot  the  council,  to  appoint  said  justice 
and  special  justice  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  take  eifect  on  and  after  the  first  }^'^«i '» takeef- 

feet. 

day  oi  March  next.     [Appi-oved  hy  the  Governor,  February 

27,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  Cases  Chap.    27. 

of  Divorce. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

When  a  marriage  is  supposed  to  be  void,  or  the  validity  |;.j,"{,-^  ^^"^^"^j.™*;-^ 
thereof  is  doubted,  either  for  fraud  or  any  legal  cause,  the  <=enain  cases, 
justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  shall  have  jurisdiction, 
and  upon  proof  of  the  fraud,  or  any  legal  cause  of  divorce, 
to  their  satisfaction,  they  shall  have   power   to    grant   a 
divorce  or  sentence  of  nullity,  although  such  marriage  was 
solemnized  out  of  this  Commonwealth :  provided,  that  the  Proviso, 
libellant  had  his  or  her  domicile  in  this  Commonwealth  when 
the  marriage  was  solemnized  and  when  the  libel  was  filed. 
\ Approved  hy  the  Governor,.  February  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  restrictinfj  the  several  Courts  established  by  the  Laws  of  this  Chap.    28. 
Commonwealth  from  exercising  Jurisdiction  in  Cases  of  Naturalization. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  court  established  ^.X*%'^til1n*g^*^ 
by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  for  any  clerk  thereof,  natwiuii°a'tion°.'^ 
to  receive  or  entertain  any  primary  or  final  declaration  or 
application,  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  alien,  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  to  receive  any  registry  of 
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an  alien,  or  to  entertain  jurisdiction  for  the  naturalization 
of  aliens. 
Penalty, etc.  Sect.  2. '   Any  clerk  or  other  person  who  shall  record  or 

file  any  such  application  or  declaration,  or  undertake  to 
issue  a  certificate  of  naturalization  to  any  person  so  here- 
after applying,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  t^n  dollars,  and 
costs  of  prosecution,  to  be  recovered  by  complaint  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  or  police  court  in  the  county  where 
the  offence  is  committed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi'oved  by  the  Goveriior,  February  27,  1855.] 

Chap.    29.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

corporators.  gj,cT.  1.     Tuckcr  Daland,  J.  Yincent  Browne,  Gilbert  G. 

Newhall,  Thomas  P.  Pingree,  Francis  Cox,  Joseph  Andrews, 
Henry  L.  Williams,  William  H.  Jackson,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of 

Privileges,  liabu-  the  "  Salcm  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,"  with  all  the  powers 

ltl6S    6tC*  O  '  ■*■ 

and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  and-  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth 
relative  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Deposits.  Sect.  2,     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums 

as  small  as  five  cents. 

to'^ors'"^'''"'^  Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  a 
minor,  the  trustees  or  managers  of  said  corporation  may, 
at  their  discretion,  pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may 
be  due  to  him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been 
appointed  for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor 
shall  not  have  authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same ;  and  the 

vaud."^^  '^''"''''  check,  receipt,  or  acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as 
valid  as  if  the  same  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  said 
minor,  or  the  said  minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit 
was  made  personally  by  said  minor. 

•  Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  M.  Black,  Jr.,  and  Company  to  extend  their  Wharf.     Chap.    30. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  anthority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     M.  Black,  Jr.,  and  Company  are  hereby  author- ^fay^extend 
ized  to  extend  and  make  improvements  in  their  wharf  located 
at  Danvers-port,  in  the  town  of  Danvers :  provided,  that  the  Proviso. 
said  wharf  shall  not  extend  into  the  channel  so  as  to  impede 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  they  shall  have  the  right  to  Risiits.etc. 
lay  vessels  at  the   sides  and  ends  of  said  wharf,  and  to  re- 
ceive dockage  and  wharfage  therefor :  provided,  that  this 
act  shall  in  no  wise  affect  the  legal  rights  of  any  person. 

Sect.  2.     What  the  said  M.  Black,  Jr.,  and  Company  have  Boings conmmea 
already  done   in  the  premises   by  way  of  construction,  is 
hereby  confirmed.     [^Approved   by  the  Governor,  March  9, 
1855.] 


An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  Vineyard  Bank,  and  to  extend  the  time  Chap.    31. 
for  paying  in  its  Capital  Stock. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sejiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  anthority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Vineyard  Bank,  a  corporation  organized  ^'amechangeci. 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the   Commonwealth  relating  to 
banks  and  banking,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-four,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passage   of  this  act, 
be  called  and  known  as  the  ]\[artha's  A'ineyard  Bank. 

Sect.  2.     The  time  allowed  to  the  Vineyard  Bank  by  the  ^S'^e  extended 


r  paying  capi- 
tal stock. 


two  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the 
yegR"  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  for  paying 
in  its  capital  stock,  is  hereby  extended  to  the  first  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Framingham  Savings  Bank  to  hold  Real  Estate.  Chap.    32. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  /Sejiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Framingham  Savings  Bank  is  hereby  au- ^fay  horn  real  es- 

o  »  J  tuip  to  amount  01 

thorized  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  *5'W»- 
dollars :  provided.,  however,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  Proviso. 
shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a 
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suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable 
building  to  be  used  for  the  banking  purposes  of  said  corpo- 
ration. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Aj)p?'oved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 


Probate  Courts 
changed. 


Processes,  etc. 
returnable. 


Chap.    33.  An  Act  changing  the  Time  for  the  holding  of  the  Probate  Courts  in  Lanes 
borough  and  Adams,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  There  shall  be  a  probate  court  holden  at  Lanes- 
borough  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  April  in  each  year,  and 
also  at  Adams  on  the  Wednesday  next  after  the  fourtli 
Tuesday  in  April  in  each  year. 

Sect.  2.  All  processes,  and  matters  now  returnable,  or 
which  shall  hereafter  be  made  returnable,  to  the  court  at 
Lanesborough  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  or  at  Adams 
on  the  Wednesday  next  after  said  second  Tuesday,  shall  be 
acted  upon  at  said  courts,  holden  at  Lanesborough  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  April,  and  at  Adams  on  the  Wednesday 
next  after  said  fourth  Tuesday. 

Sect.  3.  So  much  of  the  fifty-fifth  section  of  the  eighty- 
third  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  provides  for  the 
holding  of  a  probate  court  at  Lanesborough  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  and  at  Adams  on  the  Wednesday  next 
after  the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 


Part  of  act  re- 
pealed. 


Chap. 


34.  An  Act  authorizing  the  County  Comm'ssioners  of  the  County  of  Middlesex 
to  lay  out  a  Highway  and  construct  a  Bridge  over  the  Mystic  River,  in 
the  Towns  of  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,  in  said  County. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

wohwayandcon-  Sect.  1.  The  couuty  commissioncrs  of  the  county  of 
acVJ)«3/mic  Middlesex  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  if  in  their 
River.  opinion  the  public  necessity  and  convenience  require  it,  to 

lay  out  a  highway  and  construct  a  bridge  across  Mystic 
River  in  the  towns  of  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,  in  said 
county,  at  some  place  to  be  determined  by  them,  between 
Wcare  Bridge,  so  called,  on  the  old  road  leading  from  Med- 
ford to  West   Cambridge,  and  the   aqueduct  by  which  the 


J 
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Middlesex  Canal  formerly  crossed  said  river.     Said  commis- 
sioners, in  laying  out  and  constructing  said  road  and  bridge,  . 
shall,  in  all  respects,  proceed  as  is  now  provided  by  law  for 
laying  out  and  constructing  highways. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  commissioners  shall  locate  said  high-  ^  anVflnuhed^*' 
way  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  shall 
build  and  finish  the   said  highway  and  bridge,  for  public 
travel,  within  one  year  from  the  said  first  day  of  October. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  Norwich  to  change  its  Name.  Chap,    35. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General-Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  town  of  Norwich,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- ^fame  changed, 
shire,  shall  take  the  name  of  Huntington. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Charles  Hubbard  and  others  to  extend  their  Wharves  Chap.    36. 
in  the  Town  of  Chelsea. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Charles  Hubbard,  H.  H.  Hunnewell,  William  ^J'ga^^l* "» 
H.  Boardman,  and  James  W.  Sever  are  hereby  authorized 
to  build  and  maintain  wharves  upon  their  lands  lying  on 
Marginal  Street,  in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  and  to  extend  the 
same  to  the  commissioners'  line ;  and  they  shall  have  the  Eights,  etc. 
right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  sides  and  ends  of  said  wharves, 
and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided,  that  Proviso, 
so  much  of  said  wharves  as  may  be  constructed  below  low- 
water  mark,  shall  be  built  on  piles,  and  that  this  act  shall 
in  no  wise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person  whatever. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  Executors  and  Administrators,  Guardians  and  Trustees.  Chap.    37. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Judges  of  probate  for  their  respective  counties  may  a-T-^- f^t^^^o'^-lzed  toVd- 
thorize  executors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trustees,  to  j^st  claims,  etc 
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adjust  by  arbitration  or  compromise,  at  their  discretion,  any 
and  all  claims  and  demands  in  favor  of  the  estates  by 
them  represented,  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  have  an  interest  therein.  [Appi^oved 
by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

Chap.   38.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Revere  Copper  Company  to  increase  their  Capital 

Stock. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

creaied  siwooo"  ^ECT.  1.  Thc  Revcrc  Copper  Company  arc  hereby  au- 
thorized to  increase  their  capital  stock  by  an  amount  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  invest  such 
increase  in  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  carrying  on  the  business  of  said  company :  pi'o- 

Proviso.  vided,  that  no  shares  in  the  capital  stock  hereby  authorized 

shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each, 
than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  in  the 'original  capital  stock 
of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

Chap.  39.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  protect  the  Alewive  Fishery  in  the  Town 

of  Brewster. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Obstructions  to        Sect.  1.     That  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brewster 

passage,    and 

^"ivil' pfowbited.  ^6  ^^^  ^^®  hereby  authorized  to  prohibit  all  obstructions  to 
the  passage  of  alewives,  and  also  to  prevent  the  catch- 
ing of  the  same,  by  any  person  or  persons  other  than  those 
said  town  may  direct,  within  the  distance  of  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  east  of  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  or  the  outlet  of  Stony 
Brook,  so  called,  in  Brewster  Bay,  and  on  the  west  from 
said  boundary  to  the  line  of  the  town  of  Dennis,  from  the 

Proviso.  twentieth  of  April  to  the  twentieth  of  June  :  provided,  such 

prohibition  shall  not  affect  the  right  to  take  other  kinds  of 
fish  within  the  time  and  limits  named  in  this  section. 

i.inbie  to  penalty      Sect.  2.     Any   pcrsou    causiug    obstructions,    or   found 

of  S20  for  each  of-  •/      x  o  ' 

fen/e.  taking  alewives,  within  said  limits,  without  the  authority  of 

said  town,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  com- 
petent to  try  the  same,  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall 
prosecute  therefor. 
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Sect.  3,     This  act  shall  take  eJBFect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appj^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  Carruth  to  extend  his  Wharf  in  the  Town  Chaj).    40 

of  Chelsea.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Thomas  H.   Carruth  is  hereby  authorized  to  jyu';»^j;f«  *« 
build  and  maintain  wharves  upon  his  lands,  lying*  on  Margi- 
nal Street,  in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  and  to  extend  the  same 
to  the  commissioners'  line;  and  he  shall  have  the  right  to  Eights, etc. 
lay  vessels  at  the  sides  and  ends  of  said  wharves,  and  re- 
ceive  wharfage  and   dockage  therefor :  provided,  that  so  rroviso. 
much  of  said  wharves  as  may  be  constructed  below  low- 
water  mark,  shall  be  built  on  piles,  and  that  this  act  shall 
in  no  wise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person  whatever. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  eflFect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

All   Act  authorizing  the  Plymouth  Cordage  Company  to  increase  their  y^http.   41. 
Capital  Stock. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Plymouth  Cordage  Company  are  hereby  ^j.«p^'g"^|\o^yy"- 
authorized  to  increase  their  capital  stock,  by  an  amount  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  invest  their 
present  capital  and  such  increase  in  real  and  personal  es- 
tate, as  is  necessary  and  convenient  for  carrying  on  the 
business  of  said  corporation :  provided,  that  no  shares  in  ^'i^^^o- 
the  capital  stock  hereby  authorized  shall  be  issued  for  a  less 
sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each  share,  than 
the  par  value  of  the  shares  in  the  original  capital  stock  of 
said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     ^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  18^5.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Sale  of  the  Danvers  Railroad.  Chap.   42. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-  ' 

tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Danvers  Eailroad  Company  is  herebv  au- Authorizedtoso!! 

,  -i^       •'  •  railroad,  fran- 

thonzed  to  sell  its  railroad  franchise  and  all  other  property  chise.ctc. 
to  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad:  provided,  that  such  sale  Provided, etc. 
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shall  not  be  valid,  unless  three-fourths  of  the  stockholders,  in 
number,  and  owning  three-fourths  of  the  stock  of  said  Dan- 
vers  Railroad,  shall  assent  in  writing  thereto;  and  all  debts 
and  liabilities  of  the  said  Danvers  Railroad  shall  be  assumed, 
by  the  said  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

Chap.   43.  An  Act  to  authorize  Cities  and  Towns  to  establish  Sidewalks. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Saylstabiishind      Sect.  1.     Thc  uiajor  and  aldermen  of  any  city  or  the 

grade  sidewalks,  selectmen  of  any  town,  by  which  this  act  shall  be  accepted, 

are  hereby  authorized  to  establish  and  grade  sidewalks,  in 

such  city  or  town,  in  such  streets  as,  in  their  judgment, 

the  public  convenience  and  necessity  may  require,  and  they 

Abuttersas-       shall  havc  powcr  to  assess  the  abutters  on  said  sidewalks 

sessed,  etc.  -i- 

one-half  the  expense  of  the  same,  the  residue  to  be  paid  by 
such  city  or  town,  and  all  assessments  so  made  shall  be  a 
lien  upon  such  abutting  lands  in  the  same  manner  as  taxes 
are  now  a  lien  upon  real  estate. 

be^obltnicted.etc  Sect.  2.  No  sidcwalks  coustructcd  or  graded  in  any  city 
or  town,  shall  be  dug  up,  or  in  any  way  obstructed  in  any 
part  thereof,  without  the  consent  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  the  city,  or  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  in  which  such 
sidewalk  is  established. 

Iffect!^°*'^''®  Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  not  take  efiect  in  any  city  or 

town,  until  it  shall  have  been  accepted  by  the  city  council 
of  such  city,  or  by  the  inhabitants  of  such  town  at  a  legal 
meeting.     [App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

Chcip.   44.  An  Act  relating  to  the  Cambridge  Cemetery. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

beTh^len!'"^''^*'*  Sect.  1.  The  city  council  of  Cambridge  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  elect  by  joint  ballot,  in  convention,  a  board  of 
six  commissioners,  two  members  thereof  to  be  elected  each 
and  every  year,  in  the  month  of  January,  to  hold  office  for 
the  term  of  three  years ;  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Cambridge 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  chairman  of  said  board  ex  officio. 
Said  board  shall  have  the  sole  care,  superintendence  and 
management  of  the  Cambridge  Cemetery  established  by  said 
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city  council ;  but  said  board,  or  auy  member  thereof,  after 
having  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  his  or  their  de- 
fence, may  be  removed  at  any  time  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  subject  to 
two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  city  council;  and  in  case 
of  a  vacancy  in  said  board  of  commissioners,  by  death,  re- 
signation, removal,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  auedf'''^^'  ^"^"^ 
by  the  choice  of  another  commissioner  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
for  which  the  member  in  whose  place  he  shall  be  elected 
would  have  held  the  same.     Said  board  may  be  organized  ^^1^^^"'^*"°''''^ 
by  the  choice  of  a  secretary  from  their  own  number,  and  a 
majority  of  said  board   shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business;  and  the  term  for  which  the  several  Terms  of  omce. 
members  of  the  first  board  of  commissioners  to  be  so  chosen 
shall  hold  their  office  shall  be  determined  as  follows : 

The  first  election  to  be  made  as  soon  as  maybe  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  the  commissioners  so  chosen  to  be 
divided  by  lot  into  three  classes,  the  first  class  to  remain  in 
office  until  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six;  the  sec- 
ond class  to  remain  in  office  until  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-seven,  and  the  third  class  shall  remain  in  office 
until  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;  after  which 
first  election  two  commissioners  shall  be  elected  during  the 
month  of  January  in  every  year,  and  to  hold  office  for  the 
term  of  three  years. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  board  of  commissioners  shall  lay  out  duties  of  board, 
said  cemetery,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  are  not  already  laid 
out,  into  such  lots  or  subdivisions  for  burial-places  as  they 
shall  think  proper;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  set 
apart  a  portion  said  cemetery  for  a  public  burial-place  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  city  free  of  charge  there- 
for. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners  from 
time  to  time,  as  appropriations  shall  be  made  by  the  city 
council  therefor,  to  cause  all  necessary  paths  and  avenues 
to  be  constructed  therein,  and  to  cause  said  cemetery  to  be 
planted  and  embellished  "with  trees,  shrubs,  flowers  and 
other  rural  ornaments,  as  they  shall  think  proper.'  And 
said  board  may  make  all  necessary  by-laws  and  regulations  By-iaws. 
in  the  execution  of  their  trust,  not  inconsistent  with  this  act 
and  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  they  shall  deem 
expedient.  * 

Sect.  3.     Said  board  of  commissioners  shall  have  author-  Deeds  ot  convey- 
ity  to  sell  to  any  person  or  persons  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  of  burial,  and  of  erecting  tombs,  cenotaphs  and  monu- 
ments, in  any  of  the  designated  lots  or  subdivisions  of  said 
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cemetery,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  shall  by 
their  rules  and  regulations  prescribe ;  but  all  deeds  or 
conveyances  of  any  of  such  lots  shall  be  made  in  the  name 
of  the  city,  and  shall  be  executed  in  behalf  of  the  city  by 
the  city  clerk  thereof  for  the  time  being  when  requested  to 
do  so  by  the  commissioners;  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sales 
shall  in  all  cases  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury. 
Commissioners         Sect.  4.     The    Said   board    of  commissioners    shall   an- 

to  make  annual  n-i  ^        n    t  ti  'ti 

report.  nually,  in  the  month  of  January,  and  whenever  required  by 

the  city  council,  make  and  render  a  report  of  all  their  acts, 
doings  and  proceedings,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  ceme- 
tery, and  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  same. 
^c'c^ep'iedinZ'rty  Sect.  5.  Thc  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  shall 
•^^y"-  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  said  city  to  meet  in 

their  respective  wards  on  such  day  as  they  shall  direct,  not 
exceeding  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  in  their  written  votes  upon  the  question 
whether  they  will  accept  the  same ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the 
votes  given  upon  said  question  shall  be  in  the  negative, 
then  this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sect.  6.     This  act  shall  take  etlect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  13,  1855.] 

Chap.  45.  An  Act  to  aid  Police  Officers  and  Watchmen  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  /Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotos  : 

Police  officers.         Sect.  1.     Whcncvcr  anv  police   officer  or  Avatchman,  in 

ptc.  iTifiv  rC"  •<      i  ' 

quire  aid.  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  shall  require  assistance, 

in  conformity  with  the  existing  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
chapter  fourteenth  section  seventy-second  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  chapter  one  hundred  and  sixty-second  of  the 

rcnaity for refus- year  eio'hteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  the  person  refusing  to 

ing  assistance.        •'  "  .  iiiit,i  p  c  j     i 

render  such  assistance  shall  be  liable  to  a  tine  oi  ten  dol- 
lars and  costs  of  prosecution,  to  be  recovered  by  complaint 
before  any  justice  or  court  competent  to  try  the  s,ame  ;  and 
any  police  court  or  justice  of  the  peace  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion in  all  such  cases. 

Sect.  2.      This  act^  shall  take   effect    on    and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  14,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lowell  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.       Chai)     46 
Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Aaron  TValker,  Jr.,  L.  P.  Merriam,  Samuel  N.  corporators. 
Merrill,  B.  C.  Sargent,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation   by  the  name   of  the  Lowell  ^^ame. 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  in  the  city  of  Lowell, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving-  the  spiritual  and  mental  con-  Purpose, 
dition  of  young  men ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  rowers,  duties, 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  Reai  and  personal 

T  Tin  estate  not  ex- 

cstate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  cceding $2o,uuo. 
{^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  a  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of  Watertown.        Chci}).    47. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  foUoivs  : 

The   selectmen  of  the  town  of  Watertown  are  hereby  Fire  department 
authorized  to  establish  a  fire  department  in  said -town,  in  " 
the  manner  and  according  to  the  provisions  prescribed  in 
an  act  to   regulate  fire  departments,  passed  on  the  ninth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine ;  and  said  fire  department  when  so  established, 
and  the  several  members  thereof,  and  all  the  officers  and 
companies  appointed  by  them,  and  the  said  town  of  Water- 
town  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  nuties,iiabuitie3, 
duties  and  liabilities,  and  be   entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
and  exemptions   specified  in  said  act  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  them  respectively.     [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Quincy  Point  and  Germantown  Ferry  Company.  Chap.   48. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ind  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  auiliority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.    1.      James  Bradford,   Isaiah   G.    Whiton,   Hiram  corporator,,. 
Prior,  Naaman  B.  Holmes,  Levi  W.  Moody  and  George 
Thomas,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Quincy  Point  and  Ger-  ^'"°i«- 
mantown  Ferry  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
and  supporting  a  ferry  between  the  villages  of  Quincy  Point 
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Powers,  privi- 
leges, etc. 


Heal  and  personal 
estate  not  to  ex- 
ceed $25,001). 


and  Germanto'wn,  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  with  all  the  pow- 
ers and  privileges  incident  and  necessary  to  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  a  ferry  as  aforesaid ;  with  all  the  powers 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi'oved  hy  the  Governor,  March  14,1855.] 


Chap.  49. 


Part  of  act 
repealed. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Business  of  Sail-Making  and  Rigging. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

So  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  fifty-eighth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  relates  to  sailmakers'  and  rig- 
gers' lofts  is  hereby  repealed.  [Approved  hy  the  Governor, 
March  14,  1855.] 


Chci)).   50.  ■^^  ^^^  '•^  authorize  the  Second  Parish  in  West  Newbury  to  sell  their 
-*  *         *  Parsonage  Lands. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius  : 

Sect.  1.  The  second  parish  in  West  Newbury,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  are  hereby  authorized  to  empower  their 
treasurer  to  sell  by  auction  their  parsonage  lands,  situate 
in  said  West  Newbury,  consisting  of  about  nine  acres  of 
pastnre-land,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  acres  of  wood-land, 
and  to  make  and  execute  a  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  thereof. 
Proceeds  mar  be      Sect.  2.     The  procccds  of  Said   salc   shall,  within  two 

vpstGcl  in  rcfil  cs~ 

tate.  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  vested  in  such  real 

estate  as  they  may  think  proper  for  a  parsonage;  and  the 

ceTveTe^d^ete^*  ^^^^  parish  are  hereby  authorized  to  empower  their  treas- 
urer to  receive  a  deed  or  deeds  of  such  real  estate,  in  the 
name  of  said  parish ;  and  the  real  estate  so  purchased  shall 
be  held  by  the  same  tenure  and  for  the  same  purposes  as 
the  lands  hereby  authorized  to  be  sold  are  now  held. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  14,  1855:] 


Treasurer  may 
sell  parsonage 
lands.  • 


May  execute 
deeds. 
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An  Act  to  authorize  AugusUis*  Paine  and  Timothy  Jarvia  to  construct  Chap.   51. 
Fish  Weirs  and  Fixtures  in  the  town  of  Brewster. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     That  Auarustus  Paine  and  Timothy  Jarvis,  in- ^ayconstract 

,,.  f»i  r»-r-»  1  Til        flsh-weirs,  etc. 

habitants  oi  the  town  of  JBrewster.  be,  and  are  hevebj, 
authorized  to  construct  fish  weirs  and  the  usual  fixtures  for 
taking  fish,  on  the  lands  of  said  Pa,ine  and  Jarvis,  in  said 
Brewster :  ]}rovided,  said  weirs  and  fixtures  shall  not  be  ^'■°^'s»- 
placed  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  entrance  of 
Stou}^  Brook,  so  called,  in  Brewster  Bay.  Said  weirs  and 
fixtures  shall  all  be  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Brews- 
ter, and  shall  cause  no  obstruction  to  navigation. 

Sect.  2.     Any  person  obstructins:  the  provisions  of  the  ^enaityfo^ob- 

''1  o  1  structlng,  etc. 

first  section  of  this  act,  or  taking  fish  from  said  weirs  with- 
out the  autliority  of  said  Paine  or  Jarvis,  shall  be  liable  to 
a  penalt/  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars  for  each 
offence,  to  be  recovered,  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the 
same,  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  prosecute  therefor. 
Sect.  ?>.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Courts  to  sentence  certain  persons  to  the  Hos-  Chctp.   52. 
pital  at  Rainsford  Island. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The   police  and   municipal   courts  of  Boston  courts  may  sen- 

,      .         , .      ^      .  .  '^  ...         tPiice  to  Kalns- 

may,  in  tlieir  discretion,  commit  any  person  convicted  be-  fori  island, 
fore  said  courts  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  fifth 
section  of  tlie  one  hundred  and  forty-third  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  to  the  Hospital,  established  by  the  State 
at  Rainsford  Island,  in  Boston  Harbor,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months  ;  and  the  superintendent  of  said  hospital 
is  authorized  to  employ  such  persons  at  such  labor  as  he 
may  think  tit :  provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  so  sentenced  Proviso, 
until  the  superintendent  of  said  hospital  shall  have  given 
his  written  assent  thereto. 

Sect.  2.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  Eight  of  appeal. 
prevent  or  hinder  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  sentence  of 
the  police  court  of  Boston,  and  persons  committed  under 
t!j(!  provi.-^ions  of  this  act  may  be  discharf>;ed  under  the  pro-  Discharge  under 

*  ■  .'  o  -T^  certain  pro- 

visions  of  section  thirteenth  of  said  one  hundred  and  forty-  -visions, 
third   cliapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes:  provided,  that  the 
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recommendation  required  for  such  discharge  shall  be  given 
by  the  superintendent  of  said  hospital. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  eiTect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  14,  1855.] 


Chaj).  53. 


('OLiHmay  sen- 
tence to  house 
ol  industry,  etc. 


Manner  of  dis- 
cliarge,  etc. 


An  Act  concerning  the  punishment  of  Drunkenness. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  :- 

Any  person  convicted  of  the  crime  of 'drunkenness  by 
any  court  in  the  city  of  Boston,  may,  in  the  discretion  of 
said  court,  be  committed,  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the 
fine,  to  the  house  of  industi-y  instead  of  the  jail  or  house 
of  correction.  And  the  term  of  impri.'^onment  and  the 
manner  of  pardon  and  discharge  shall  be,  in  all  respects, 
the  same  as  are  now  provided  in  cases  where  such  persons 
are  held  in  prison  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  non-payment 
of  fine  and  costs.  [Approved  by  the  Governor.  March  14, 
1855.] 


Chap.   54.  An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Jones,  George  H.  Plumrner  and  William  D. 

Macy  to  build  a  Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

AVharf  In  Boston.  Hcnry  Joncs,  Creorge  H.  Plummer  and  William  D.  Macy, 
proprietors  of  land  and  fiats  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
East  Boston,  bounding  on  Marginal  Street,  between  land 
and  flats  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  and  John  Howe,  Jr.,  are 
hereby  authorized  to  build  and  maintain  a  wharf  upon,  and 
from  their  said  premises  into  Boston  Harbor,  as  far  as  the 
line  established  by  the  act  entilied  "An  Act  concerning  the 
Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  one   thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty; 

Rights,  etc.  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides 
of  said  wharf,  and  to  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  there- 

Proviso.  for:  provided,  hoivever,  that  this  grant   shall  not  be  con- 

strued to  extend  to  any  flats  or  lands  of  this  Common- 
wealth, lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of  any  other  person,  or 
which  would  be  comprehended  by  the  true  line  of  such  flats 

Provided,  further  continued  to  Said  commissioners' line  :  and  pi'ovided,  fur- 
ther, that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  be  constructed 
below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on  piles,  which  piles 
shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet  in  the  direc- 
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tion  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse  direction, 
and  that  this  act  shall  in  nowise  impair  the  les^al  rights  of 
any  person  whatever.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
14,  1855] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Mystic  River  Corporation.  Chap.   55. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represejita- 
tives,  in-  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The   periods   of  time   allowed  to   the  Mystic  T't^c for compiet- 
Kiver    Corporation    tor   commencing    and    completing   the  ei  three  years, 
structure  and  excavations  authorized  by  the  one   hundred 
and  fifth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  are  hereby  extended  three  years  respectively. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Grovernor,  March  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  Libels  for  Divorce.  Chap.   56. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Either  party  to  any  libel  for  divorce  now  pend-  May  demand  tnai 
iug,  or  to  be  hereafter  commenced,  may,  at  any  time  before 
the  trial  thereof  is  actually  commenced,  demand  in  writing 
a  trial  by  jury,  which  writing  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk 
of  the  court  wherein  the  libel  is  pending. 

Sect.  2.     Whenever    such   demand    shall   be   made,  the  Trial  same  as  in 

„     .  .    .  1     Ti      1       1     11    1  •     T    1       actions  at  law, 

questions  or  tact  arising  upon  such  libel  shail  be  tried  by  etc. 
tii8  jury,  under  the   direction   of  the   court,  in  the   same 
manner,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  as  trials  are  now  had  in  actions 
at  law  before  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  supreme  ju- 
dicial court. 

Sect.  3.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  superintend  upo^Vviaenife^ 
the  course  of  the  trial,  and  decide   upon  the   admission  or  ^^'=- 
rejection  of  evidence,  and  upon  all  questions  of  law  made 
at  the  trial,  to  allow,  if  requested,  bills  of  exceptions  as  in 
suits  at  common  law. 

Sect.  4.     Everv  verdict  rendered  under  the  provisions  vsrdicts  to  be 

•z  ^  ^    under    control 

of  this  act  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  court  in  vrhicn  of  court,  etc. 
it  is  rendered,  and  may  be   set  aside  and  a  new  trial  grant- 
ed, for  any  legal  and  sufficient  cause,  by  the  judge  before 
whom  the  trial  was  had. 

Sect.  5.     The  court  may,  at  any  time  after  a  verdict  has  .Vecree.'Smess"*" 
been  rendered  in  any  proceeding  referred  to  in  this  act,  ^tc. 
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Inconsistent  acts 
repealed. 


enter  a  decree  in  conformity  therewith,  unless  the  same  is 
arrested  for  some  legal  and  suflBcient  reason. 

Sect.  6.  All  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  inconsistent 
herewith  are  hereby  repealed.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  14,  1855  ] 


Corporators. 


Kame 


Duration 
Purpose. 


Powers,  UablU' 
tlee,  ttc. 


Chap.   57.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Dorchester  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  A.  Churchill,  E.  H.  R.  Euggles,  Charles  A. 
Wood,  Robert  Rhodes,  H.  W.  Blanchard,  tlieir  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  the  Dorcliester  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,'in  the 
town  of  Dorchester,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  for  the  term 
of  twenty-eight  years,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  dwelling- 
houses  and  other  buildings,  with  their  contents,  and  personal 
property,  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire,  upon  the  mutual 
principle,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
four  hundred  and  fifty-third  chapter  of  the  general  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  passed  April  twenty- 
ninth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four;  and  such 
other  laws  of  said  Commonwealth  as  may  be  applicable  to 
mutual  fire  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 

Chap.  58.  An  Act  to  unite  the  New  England  Magnetic  Alarm  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany  with  the  Boston  Electric  Clock  Company,  under  the  name  of  the 
Electric  Power  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  New  England  Magnetic  Alarm  Manufactur- 
ing Company  and  the  Boston  Electric  Clock  Company  have 
leave  to  unite,  and  the  two  are  hereby  made  one  corpora- 
tion, under  the  name  of  the  Electric  Power  Company,  to  be 
located  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  purposes  named  in 
their  respective  acts  of  incorporation,  and  for  the  further 
purposes  of  renting  and  operating,  as  well  as  manufactur- 
ing, electro  magnetic  clocks,  alarms,  engines,  and  other  elec- 
tric apparatus ;  and  for  the  further  purpose  of  purchasing, 
holding,  using,  and  selling  patent  rights  for  the  same ;  with 
ugM*"tc^"^'"     all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 


Corporations 
nnlted. 


Kame. 
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restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  chapter 
ninety-third  of  the  acts  of  the  year  A.  D,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fortj^-niue. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  mav  hold  real  estate,  neoes- i^e'''a"'Jpejsonai 

r  -•  '  estaie  not  to  ex- 

sary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceed-  ceedSBo.oou. 
iiig  in  amount  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand   dollars ;  and   the 
whole  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  g;?g';'_g^u.*'°''^' 
in  amount  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  the 
agtrregate  mentioned  in  the  two  acts  of  incorporation  above 
referred  to. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  this  corpora-  ?fo  shares  to  be 

"  1  issued  under  par. 

tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which 
shall  first  be  issued. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Cape  Cod  Five  Cents  Snvings  Bank.         Chap.'  59. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  satne,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Xathan   Underwood,    Obed   Brooks,   Solomon  corporators. 
Thacher,  Simeon  N.  Small,  Obed  Brooks,  Jr.,  their  associ- 
ates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Cape  Cod  Five   Cents   Savings  Bank,  to   be  ><'ame. 
established  in  the  town  of  Harwich ;  with  all  the  powers  J^gM.lic!'^^*' 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth 
relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  igfceive  on  deposit  sums  Deposits, 
as  small  as  five  cents.  ^^ 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  J;^!^^™'"-' 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may  at  their  discre- 
tion pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  bo  due  to  him 
or  her,  althougii  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  the  same;  and  the  check,  receipt,  Minor's  receipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the 
irae  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said 
minor  was  of  fall  age  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally 
by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved,  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 
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Chap.    60.  An  Act  to  extend  the  Charter  of  the  Merchants'  Insurance  Company,  in 

Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assetnbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
th^same,  as  folloivs  : 
Charter  extended      f\^Q  Mercliaiits'  Insurancc  Company,  in  Boston,  is  hereby 
Duration.  continued  a  corporation  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from 

and  after  the  fifth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-six,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileiies, 
and  sui»jcct  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set 
forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  subsequent  general  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  that  have  been  or  may  be  passed  in  rela- 
tion to  similar  corporations.  '[Appi^oved  by  the  Governor, 
March  16,  1855.] 

Chap.    61.  An  Act  in  addition  to   an  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  Plymouth  to 

procure  a  supply  of  Water. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Ply- 
mouth, is  hereby  authorized,  through  the  agency  of  such 
ofiicers  or  water  commissioners  as  have  been  or  may  here- 
after be  elected  by  the  legal  voters  of  said  town,  t-j  ]»ur- 
chase  or  otherwise  take  any  land,  water,  water-pow^^r  or 
materials  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  constructing  an 
aqueduct  in  said  town,  as  provided  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, passed  April  twenty-second,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-four;  and  if  the  price  to  be 
paid  ])y  said  town  for  such  land,  water,  water-power,  or 
materials,  cannot  be  ^|d  by  agreement  with  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof,  the  ^me  shall  be  estimated  by  the  county 
commissioners,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  twenty-fourth 
and  thirty-ninth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes  :  provided, 
that  the  right  of  either  party  to  a  jury  shall  be  forever 
barred,  unless  the  petition  for  the  same  shall  be  filed  within 
six  mouths  from  the  time  when  such  land,  water,  water- 
power  or  materials  shall  have  been  taken. 

Sect,  2.  Said  town  shall  have  authority,  through  the 
agency  of  the  ofiicers  aforesaid,  to  prescribe  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  water  may  be  used,  and  establish  the  prices 
or  water  rents  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  same :  'provided, 
that  the  average  price  to  be  paid  for  each  family  using  said 
water  shall  not  be  less  than  live  dollars  per  annum. 


Jlsy  purchase  or 
taHelai  d,  watei', 
water-power,  etc. 
as  may  be  neces- 
sary. 
/ 


I'rice  to  he  fixed 
by  county    coiii- 
iiiis6ioners,  in 
case,  etc. 


Town  may  pre 
scribo  use,  etc. 
ai.d  establish 
water-reuts. 
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Sect.  3.     Said  town  of  Plymouth  is  hereby  authorized,  tYo'^Jail^Vscrip 
iu  addition  to  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  named  in  sir™. "^  beneccs- 
said  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eioht  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  to  which  this  act  is  iu  addition,  to  issue  such  an 
amount  of  Plymouth  water  scrip,  as  provided  in  the  afore- 
said act,  as  shall  be  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  leg'al 
voters  of  said  town,  to  complete  said  aqueduct;  and  the 
same  shall  be  issued  and  sold  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
the  act  aforesaid,  unless  otherwise   provided   by  a  vote  of 
said  town :  provided,  that  no  scrip  shall  be  issued  payable  rroviso. 
at  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years  from  the  date  of  the 
issue  of  said  scrip. 

Sect.  4.     All  parts  of  the  act  of  ei'jhteen  hundred  and  Pa-ts..f  actin- 
fifty-four,  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  inconsistent  with  the  repealed. ' 
fore<Toin,g!;  provisions,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.     This   act  shall  take  etfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Newburypoit  Railroad  Compan)?  to  construct  a  Chcip.    62. 
Branch  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Tiie  Newbur\a#rt  Pailroad  Company  is  hereby  Jfay  construct  a 

"^K,  .  branch  i-ailroad. 

autlioj  ized  to  construct  a  railroad,  commencing  at  some  con- 
venient point  on  the  Newburyport  Railroad,  in  Bradford, 
thence  running  northerly  across  the  Merrimack  River,  to 
some  convenient  place  in  Haverhill,  near  the  terminus  of 
the  Haverhill  Bridge,  the  bridge  across  the  Merrimack 
River  to  be  so  constructed  (with  a  suitable  draw)  as  to 
give  a  space  of  at  least  thirty-six  inches  clear,  upon  each 
side  of  every  passenger  or  freight  car  while  passing  over 
said  bridge :  provided,  that  the  construction  of  said  road  Proviso, 
shall  not  be  commenced  until  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  'Said  company,  in  addition  to 
those  already  taken,  shall  have  been  subscribed  by  respon- 
sible parties,  and  twenty  per  cent,  of  each  and  every  share 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  said  company :  and  provided, 
further,  that  the  location  of  said  road  bo  filed  within  one  ^'''^^i'^*'^' '■'^'■""■•' 
year,  and  said  road  be  constructed  within  two  years,  from 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  2.     The   Newburyport   Railroad   Company  is    au-  ^,^;'j;urTasTof 
thorized  to  contract  with  the   Haverhill  Bridge  Company ''"'^t-e.  etc. 
for  the   purchase  of  their  bridge,  or  for  such  rights   and 
privileges  therein  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties : 
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Proviso.  p}-ovided,  that  no  contract  shall  be  made  which  shall  hinder 

or  interfere  with  the  existing  rights  of  the  public  in  travel- 
ling over  said  bridge. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  sliall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 

'^Iiup.    Do.  An  Act  concerning  the  New  England  Worsted  Company, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows: 

rlaSfe"!'"''"'''  Thc  Ncw  England  Worsted  Company  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  manufacture  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  and  for  that  purpose  to  hold  real  estate  in  saiti 
county  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  amount  which  they  are  authorized  to  hold  by  theii* 
act  of  incorporation.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  MarcJi 
16,  1855.] 


Chap.    64.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  prevent  Incendiarism. 

Be  it  enacted  by   the  Senate  and-  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authcriiy  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
comv)iainti.  bv        fx^Q  complaiut  provided  for  iia.  the  first  section  of  the  four 

whom  and  how  y  1  ^^ 

to  be  made.  huudrcd  aud  twenty-fourth  chapRr  of  the  acts  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  to  prevent  incendiarism,  shall  be 
made  and  sworn  to  by  some  person  interested  in  the  pro- 
perty alleged  to  be  destroyed  by  fire,  and  before  the  police 
court  of  any  town  or  city  where  such  a  court  exists,  except 
in  the  city  of  Boston ;  and  in  said  city  of  Boston,  and  where 
there  is  no  police  court,  it  may  be  made  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 

Chcip.    Qo.  An  Act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  eighty-second    cliapter  of  the 
Acts  of  eighteen  hundred   and  fifty-one,  respecting  Libels  for  Divorce. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Provisions  of  act      The  provisious  of  the  first  section  of  the  ciirhty-second 

ot  loot  extended.  ^  r-      ./ 

chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  re- 
specting an  allowance  to  the  wife  during  the  pendency  of 
libels  for  divorce,  are  hereby  extended  to  iii»cls  for  auiuil- 
ling  or  affirming  the  marriage  contract.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  fifth  section  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Chap.    66. 
chapter  of  the  Acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  relative  to  the 
Dissolution  of  Attachments. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Whenever  any  debtor,  whose  goods  or  estate  ^eVt^an^wil not 
have  been  attached  on  mesne  process,  shall  afterwards,  and ''"°'''^*'^- 
before  judgment  and  execution  in  said  suit,  make  any  con- 
veyance of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  property  so  at- 
tached, and  subsequently  thereto,  and  before  execution  is- 
sues, shall  make  application  as  an  insolvent  debtor  under 
the  insolvent  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  such  attachment 
shall  not  thereby  be  dissolved. 

Sect.  2.  The  court  wherein  said-action  may  be  entered,  ^rTAitlf'tofon^- 
or  the  commissioner  of  insolvency  to  whom  such  applica- "''"®' 
tion  in  insolvency  may  be  made,  upon  cause  being  shown  by 
any  party  interested,  may  order  that  the  lien  created  by 
such  attachment  shall  continue  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
as  is  provided  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-one ;  and  the  assignee  may  proceed,  before  or  after 
judgment  with  said  action,  to  levy  execution  in  the  name  of 
the  plaintiff,  or  as  assignee,  at  the  cost  and  expense  of  the 
creditors  of  the  estate  as  is  therein  provided,  and  the  court, 
for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  may  order  the  action  to  be 
continued,  or  execution  to  be  stayed,  until  the  assignee  may  be^^tayeareTc*^ 
be  chosen  and  have  an  opportunity  to  appear  and  take 
charge  of  the  action.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
16,  i855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Mattfield  Manufacturing  Company.  Chap.    67. 

J5e  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.    1.      The  Mattfield  Manufacturing    Company   are  ^^|^Jfp",«,f^5o^ed 
hereby  authorized  to  issue  preferred  stock  to  an  amount  not  *'"'^''- 
exceeding  five  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  upon  which,  and  upon  the  two  hundred  shares  last 
issued  by  said  company,  they  may  pay  to  the  holders  there- 
of six  per  cent.,   to   be  paid  out  of  the  first  earnings  and  ^'^p®''""'- 
profits  of  said  company,  for  each  and  every  year,  providing 
the  earnings  and  profits  of  said  company  are  sufficient  there- 
for; and  after  the  payment  of  said  six  per  cent.,  the  earn- 
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stockholders  first 
etnitled  to  sub- 
scribe. 


When  to   take 
effect. 


Chap.  68 


Limit  of  capital 
rxfpnrlert  to 
$500,CC0. 


Act  of  1851 
amended. 


Fart  of  act  re- 
pealed. 


ings  and  profits  of  said  company  shall  be  equally  divided 
upon  the  whole  stock  of  said  company. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  preferred  stock  shall  first  be  offered 
to  the  stockholders  in  the  said  company,  who  shall  be  re- 
spectively entitled  to  subscribe  therefor  at  its  par  value,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  shares  held  by  them. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its  ac- 
ceptance by  a  vote  representing  two-thirds  of  all  the  shares 
of  the  said  company  at  a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  pur- 
pose.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  16,  1855.] 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  relating  to  Joint  Stock  Companies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  :    .  ^ 

Sect.  1.  That  so  much  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
third  chapter  of  the  statutes  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  which  limits  the  amount  of  cap- 
ital stock  at  not  less  than  five  thousand  dollars,  nor  more 
than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  is  hereby  so  far  modi- 
fied that  said  last  limit  may  extend  to  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect.  2.  So  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  act 
as  relates  to  certificates  setting  forth  the  corporate  name, 
the  purpose  for  which  such  corporation  is  formed,  and  the 
amount^of  capital  stock  thereof,  is  hereby  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  words :  ''  The  names  and  residence  of 
the  several  stockholders,  and  the  number  of  shares  owned 
by  each  stockholder." 

Sect.  3.  So  much  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  said  act 
as  requires  that,  v»^henever  any  stockholder  shall  transfer 
his  stock  in  any  such  corporation,  a  certificate  of  such  transfer 
shall  forthwith  be  deposited  with  the  town  or  city  clerk, 
who  shall  note  the  time  when  the  same  was  deposited,  and 
record  the  certificate  at  full  length  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by 
him  for  that  purpose,  and  no  transfer  of  such  stock  shall  be 
valid  as  against  any  creditor  of  such  stockholder  until  such 
certificate  shall  have  been  deposited  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  tal^e  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  19,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  punish  and  prevent  the  crime  of  Night-Walking.  Chap.    69. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  When  any  person  shall  be  convicted  as  a  com-  ^a!k?re"on'tmrd 
mon  night-walker  before  any  court  or  justice  of  the  peace,  ^"ntencl'd",  etc!"® 
and  it  shall  be  alleged  in  the  complaint,  and  proved  at  the 
trial,  that  such  person  has  been  previously  twice  convicted 
of  the  same  oiicnce,  such  person  may  be  sentenced  and 
committed  to  the  house  of  correction,  or  to  the  house  of 
industry,  or  work-house,  if  s  .ch  be  established  in  the  town 
or  city,  for  any  term  not  „tore  than  five  years,  to  be  gov- 
erned and  employed  according  to  law. 

Sect.  2.     The  directors  or  overseers  of  such  house  of  ^^erse^^s  may 
correction,  house  of  industry,  or  work-house,  may,  on  being  g^'^n^onths?^ 
satisfied  that  any  person  so  committed  is  reformed,  dis- 
charge such  person  at  any  period  after  the  c-xpiration  of 
six  months  from  the  time  of  sentence.     And  they  shall  also  ^l^l^M.\f^l- 
have  power  to  bind  out  such  persons,  after  the  expiration  of  ^e^^^^'^ms'*  ""^ 
six  months  from  the  time  of  sentence,  for  any  term  of  time 
during  the  period  for  which  they  are  committed,  as  appren- 
tices or  servants,  to  any  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth; 
and  said  directors  or  overseers,  and  master  or  mistress, 
apprentice  or  servant,  shall  respectively  have  all  the  rights 
and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  set  forth  in 
the  eightieth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  the  same  ^"J'^^a'j^fn'ch'lo' 
manner  as  if  said  binding  were  made   by  the   overseers  of  b.s. 
the  poor,  and  the  relations  betv/een  the  parties  shall  not  be 
affected  by  the  age  of  the  parties  so   bound  out.     If  the 
master  or  mistress  be  discharged  from  such  contract  of  ser- 
vice or  apprenticeship  in  pursuance  of  sections  twenty- two 
and  twenty-three  of  said  eightieth  chapter,  the  person  so 
bound  out  shall  be  returned  to  the  place  of  confinement, 
and  serve  out  the  original  sentenccj  if  any  portion  thereof 
be  unexpired ;  but  the  overseers  or  directors  shall  not  be 
liable  to  the  costs  of  the  process  provided  by  said  twenty- 
second  and  twenty-third  sections.     {Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  19,  1855.  J 
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Chcip.    70.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Provident  Institution  for  Savings  in  the  Towns  of 
Salisbury  and  Amesbury  to  hold  Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 
May  hoij  real  es-      Sect.  1.     The  Provideiit  Institution  for  Savino-s  in  the 

tate  to  amouut  of  nni-i  ti  •       i  ^         •        -i 

stt.uoo.  towns  of  fealisbury  and  Amesbury  is  hereby  authorized  to 

Jiold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  dollars : 

Proviso.  provided,  however,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  in- 

vested in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable 
site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building, 
to  be  used  for  the  banking  purposes  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  19,  1855.] 

Chap.    71.      An  Act  relative  to  the  Warren  Institution  for  Savings  in  Charlestown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
•         the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

ttusteesto  Sect.  1.     The  treasurer  of  the  Warren  Institution  for 

cbuuse  treasurer. 

Savings  in  Charlestown  shall  hereafter  be  elected  by  the 
trustees  thereof. 
How  chosen.  Sect.  2.     It  shall  rcquirc  in  all  cases  a  majority  of  the 

entire  niimber  of  trustees  to  effect  such  election. 

Sect.  3.  So  much  of  the  act  incorporating  such  institu- 
tion as  is  inconsistent  herewith,  is  hereby  repealed.  \_Ap- 
proved  by  the  Govei'nor,  March  19,  1855.] 

Chut).    72.  ^^  ^^^  ^^  extend  the  time  for  the  Payment  of  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 
■^'         '  Revere  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

eiTenSed'to'me!  ^ECT.  1.  The  time  wi thin  wMch  the  Capital  stock  of  the 
Revere  Insurance  Company  is  required  to  be  paid  in,  by  an 
act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Revere  Insurance 
Company,"  passed  on  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  is  hereby  extended  until 
the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  19,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  extend  Albany  Street,  in  the  City  of  Boston,  Chap.    73, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  ^'rfuge"""*'""* 
construct  and  maintain  a  bridge  over  Eoxbury  Creek,  in  con- 
tinuation of  Albany  Street,  upon  such  line  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Boston  and  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  Roxbury  :  provided,  that  said  bridge  Proviso, 
shall  be  furnished  with  a  draw  of  such  dimensions,  and  built 
in  such  manner,  as  shall  be  approved  by  a  commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  the  governor,  the  fee  of  such  commissioner 
to  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Erection  of  Wooden  Buildings  in  the  Ckcip.    74. 
City  of  New  Bedford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     No  wooden  building  more  than  sixteen  feet  in  ^reS'"? wood- 
height  from  the   ground    or   foundation   thereof,    shall   be «" ''"'^''^"ss. 
erected  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  except  under  the  fol- 
lowing limitations  and  restrictions,  namely  :  The  dimensions  J;\"^;|*t'o,"|.*°^ 
of  such  building  on  the  ground  not  to  exceed  twenty-five 
feet  by  fifty  feet;  or,  being  in  any  other  proportion,  not  to 
cover  more  than  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  superficial  feet  of 
land ;  the  walls  not  to  exceed  twenty-two  feet  in  height  from 
the  under  side  of  the  sills,  which  sills  may  be  three  feet  six 
inches  above  the  level  of  the  street,  to  the  eaves  of  the  roof; 
the  roof  in  the  highest  point  thereof  not  to  rise  more  than 
thirty-four  feet  from  the  under  side  of  the  sills  aforesaid, 
and  there  shall  be  at  least  one  scuttle  at  or  near  the  high- 
est point  of  said  roof. 

Sect.  2.  When  two  or  more  two-story  buildings,  such  as  JJ^,'j'J„cem"in 
are  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  erected '=ases. 
in  connection,  or  within  ten  feet  of  each  other,  or  within 
ten  feet  of  any  other  wooden  building  more  than  sixteen 
feet  in  height,  there  shall  be  an  entire  brick  or  stone  wall 
between  them,  commencing  from  the  foundation  of  said  wall, 
and  carried  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  street,  at  least  twelve  inches  in  thickness,  and  the  resi- 
due of  said  wall  shall  be  at  least  eight  inches  in  thickness : 
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Penalty  for  viola' 
tion,  etc. 


Liable  each  and 
every  year. 


Penalties,  how 
recovered. 


Duties  of  engi- 
neers. 


Buildincs  to  be 
deemed  as  nui- 
sance. 


Mayor  and  alder- 
men may  abate 
and  remove. 


Mayor  and  alder- 
men  may  author- 
ize, etc. 


and  ia  case  any  openings  are  made  through  said  walls  the 
same  shall  be  secured  against  fire  by  iron  doors  applied  to 
such  openings. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  violate  the  pro- 
visions of  the  two  preceding  sections,  such  person  or  per- 
sons, on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  competent  to 
try  the  same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  oftence 
a  sura  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  shall  be  liable  to  a  like  prosecution  and  penalty  for 
each  and  every  year  after  such  conviction,  until  said  building 
or  buildings,  erected  contrary  to  the  provisions  aforesaid, 
shall  be  removed  or  made  to  conform  thereto;  and  the  said 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act,  may 
be  recovered  by  indictment  to  the  use  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  or  by  an  action  of  tort  in  any  court  competent  to 
try  the  same,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  sue  therefor,  and  the  residue  to  the  use  of  the 
said  city. 

Sect.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  engineers 
of  the  said  city  to  cause  suits  to  be  commenced  without 
delay  against  each  and  all  who  shall  violate  the  provisions 
of  the  three  preceding  sections,  and  to  prosecute  the  same 
to  final  judgment. 

Sect.  5.  Any  building  hereafter  erected  in  the  city  of 
New  Bedford  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  common  nuisance,  and  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  shall  have  the  same  power 
and  authority  to  abate  and  remove  any  such  building  as 
are  given  to  the  board  of  health  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
sections  of  the  twenty-first  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes : 
provided,  however,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  con- 
strued as  afiecting  any  remedies  already  given  in  the  pre- 
ceding sections. 

Sect.  6.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  may  authorize  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  in 
such  parts  of  said  city  as  they  shall  deem  best,  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions,  and  subject  to  such  limitations  and  re- 
strictions as  they  may  deem  expedient.  {^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  March  24",  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  Young,  of  Chatliam,  to  construct  a  Fish  Weir.  Chap.    75. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Samuel  Young,  of  Chatham,  is  hereby  author- Kishweirm 
ized  to  construct  a  fish  weir  on  the  north   side  of  the  new 
harbor  on  the  flats  adjoining  Nauset  Beach,  in  the  town  of 
Chatham,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable :  provided,  said  fish  proviso. 
weir  shall  cause  no  obstruction  to  navigation  nor  infringe 
on  the  rights  of  others. 

Sect.  2.     Any  person  or  persons  unlawfully  taking  fish  renaity  forun- 

,  J  c>  lawful  flshino" 

from  said  weir,  or  obstructing  the   passage  of  fish  into  said  etc. 
weir,  or  causing  damage  thereto,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  competent 
to  try  the  same,  for  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  pros- 
ecute therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      ^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  location  of  Lumber  Yards  in  the  City  of  New  Chcip.    76. 

Bedford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     No  lumber  yard  shall  hereafter  be  located,  nor  Location  of  lum- 

1  <•   IT!  -y     f  /.I  1,  ^^'^  vards,  etc. 

any  lot  oi  land  be  used,  for  the  storage  of  boards,  beams, 
joists,  planks,  staves  and  hoops,  or  other  kinds  of  lumber, 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  unless  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  shall  have  previously 
grantod  a  license  therefor,  desijxnatino:  the  place  where  the  Mayor  and  aider- 

11111        1  •  T         1  •    1  '"ii     1  1  '"®"  '•''  designate 

yard  shall  be  located,  which  shall  be  used  lor  the  storage  place,  etc. 
of  lumber,  and  other  such  provisions  and  limitations  as  to 
protection  against  fire  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  neighborhood ;  such  licenses  to  be  granted  on 
written  application,  and  to  be  recorded  in  the  records  of 
the  city. 

Sect.  2.     Whenever  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  Mayor  and  aider- 

/.-VT-OT/^ic  T  ••  ••  mew  mar  pre- 

01  JNew  r>ediord,  alter  due  notice  in  writins;  to  the  owner  scribe  rules,  etc., 

.     '  ,       ^       n  111  T  1  alter  notice  given 

or  person  having  control  ol  any  such  lumber  yard,  used  as 
such  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  a  hearing  of 
the  matter,  shall  adjudge  the  same  to  be  dangerous  or  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighborhood,  they  may  make  and  record 
an  order,  prescribing  such  rules  and  restrictions  as  to  pro- 
tection against  fire  as  they  shall  deem  the  safety  of  the 
neighborhood  to  require. 
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cf"!l'e  tllbe°"'"'      Sect.  3.     Any  sucli  lumber  yard  hereafter  located  with- 

»fnn  nni^»npT'  0"^  liccnse  made  and  recorded  as  aforesaid  in  section  first, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  common  nuisance,  without 
any  other  proof  thereof  than  proof  of  its  use  ;  and  any  yard 
or  lot  used  for  the  storage  of  lumber  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  section  second,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be 
a  common  nuisance. 

Tnd'lIdfrme'ri'To.      Sect.  4.     Tlic  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New 

abate  nuisance.  Bedford  shall  havc  tiie  same  power  and  authority  to  abate 
and  remove  any  lumber  stored  or  kept  contrary  to  the  pre- 
ceding provisions,  as  are  given  to  the  boards  of  health  in 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  sections  of  the  twenty-first  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

fw iKei" e^mayor      Sect.  5.     Whenever  application  shall  be  made  for  license 

to  give  notice.  ^^  aforcsaid,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  shall  assign  a  time  and  place  for  the  consideration 
of  the  same,  and  shall  cause  public  notice  thereof  to  be 
given  at  least  fourteen  days.belbrehand,  in  such  manner  as 
said  mayor  and  aldermen  may  direct,  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  applicant,  in  order  that  all  persons  interested  may  be 
heard  before  the  granting  of  a  license. 

uoSfew.^"'^^'"''''  Sect,  6.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  violate  the  pro- 
visions of  either  of  the  preceding  sections,  such  person  or 
persons,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  competent  to 
try  the  same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  a 
sum  not  less  than  fifty,  nor  more  than  five  hundred,  dollars, 
and  shall  be   liable  to  a  like  prosecution  and  penalty  for 

^veryVe^ar*!  ^'^'^  cach  and  cvcry  year  after  such  conviction,  until  said  lumber 
is  removed  or  made  to  conform  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act;  and  the  said  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  vir- 

fecovered.'"''^  tuc  of  this  act  may  be  recovered,  by  indictment,  to  the  use 
of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  or  by  an  action  of  tort,  in  any 
court  competent,  to  try  the  same,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  therefor,  and   the  residue 

Proviso.  ^Q  ^I^Q  ^gg  qI"  ^j^q  g^jjj  gj^^, .  pj'Qi^idgd^  however,  that  nothing 

inlhis  section  shall  be  construed  as  affecting  any  remedies 
already  given  in  the  preceding  sections. 
?cers.' °*^  *"'*'''  Sect.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  engineers 
of  the  said  city  to  cause  suits  to  be  commenced,  without  dc- 
laj^,  against  each  and  all  persons  who  shall  violate  the  pro- 
visions of  the  preceding  sections,  and  to  prosecute  the  same 
to  final  judgment.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24, 
1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lynn  Library  Association.  Chap.    77. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Peter  L.   Cox,  Benjamia  F.  Moore,  John  H.  corporators. 
Alley,  William  A.  Brown,  Benjamin  B.  Newhall,  their  asso- 
ciates and   successors,  are   hereby  made   a  corporation  by 
the  name  of  the  Lynn  Library  Association,  for  the  forma-  ^a™«- 
tion  and  maintenance  of  a  public  library  in  the  city  of  Lynn  ; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privilesres,  and   subject  to  all  the  Powers,  privi- 

A  x^  ~      '  *}  leges,  etc. 

restrictions,  duties   and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     This  corporation  mSy  hold  real  and  personal  ^s*,att"Sorto°ex- 
estate  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  yestedhiuustees 
the  value  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  the  legal  title   of 
which    shall   be  vested  in    seven   trustees,  who    shall   be 
appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  association, 
but  subject  in  the  care  and  disposal  thereof  to  the  control 
and  direction  of  a  majority  of  a  joint  board  consisting  of 
the  said  trustees  and  of  a  board  of  directors ;  which  board         * 
of  directors  shall  not  consist  of  more  than  nine  members. 

Sect.  3.     Persons  above  the  age  of  fifteen  years  shall  be  Tifmcmberf  mI 
eligible  as  members  of  this  association,  and  shall  be  entitled*^""""'' 
to  vote  and  act  as  ofl&cers  thereof,  excepting  that  no  person 
under  adult  age  shall  be  a  trustee.     \^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  24,  1855.] 

An  Act  authorizing  Children  to  attend  School  in  an  adjoining  Town.        i^nClp.    7o. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Children  living  remote  from  any  public  school  in  the  town 
in  which  they  reside,  may  be  allowed  to  attend  the  public 
schools  in  an  adjoining  town,  under  such  regulations,  and  on 
such  terms  as  the  school  committee  of  said  adjoining  towns 
may  prescribe ;  and  the  school  committees  are  authorized 
to  pay  out  of  the  appropriations  of  money  raised  for  the 
support  of  schools,  in  aid  of  such  children.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  March  24,  1855.] 
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Chap.    79.  An  Act  to  establish  a  Registry  of  Def  ds  in  the  Northern  District  of  Mid- 
dlesex. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Ki'shed.'^''^''      Sect.  1.     The  city  of  Lowell,  the  towns  of  Dunstable, 
Tyngsboro',  Dracut,  Tewksbury,  Billerica,  Chelmsford,  Car- 
lisle, Wilmington,  and  Westford,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, are  hereby  constituted  a  district  for  the  registry  of 
ff^MwdTeEx!''''^^  deeds,  which  district   shall  be  known  as  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict of  Middlesex,  and  for  all  things  relating  to  the  register 
or  registry  of  deeds  or  other  instruments,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  a  county,  and  all  prot-isions  of  law  concerning  such 
office  shall  apply  to  that  office  except  as  is  hereinafter  pro- 
vided ;  and  the   office  of  said  registry  shall  be  kept  in  the 
court-house  in  the  city  of  Lowell. 
)?ointrcgistlr,un-      Sect.  2.     The  govcmor  and  council  shall,  on  or  before 
til,  etc.  ^Q  £j,g^  ^^j  Qf  j^jjy  next,  appoint  some  suitable  person 

to  be  a  register  of  deeds  for   said  district  from  the  first 
•        day  of  July  next,  until   some  person  shall  be  chosen  and 
qualified  in  the  manner  hereinaiter  provided. 
KnVt°annuai      Sect.  3.     At  the  aunual  election  in  November,  in  the  year 
election lu  1855.    eightccu  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and   at  the  annual  election 
in  every  third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
city  and  towns  before  named  a  register  of  deeds  for  said 
district,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
and  until  another  is  chosen  and  qualified  in  his  place. 
^p^p'i'^|"/tc''''' **"       Sect.  4.     All  laws  in  force  when  this  act  shall  take  effect 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  registers  of  deeds  in  the  vari- 
ous  counties,  and  all  laws  relative  to   the  registers  and 
registries  of  deeds,  shall  apply  to  the  elections  in  said  city 
and  towns,  and  to  the  manner  of  returning  the  votes  and 
declaring  an  election,  and  to   the  officer  and  office  hereby 
created,  except  so  far  as  they  be  inconsistent  herewith. 
of^MidSx'"!.';^      Sect.  5.     All  the  towns  and  cities  in  said  county  of  Mid- 
registry  of  deeds,  dlcscx  uot  abovc  nam^d  shall  remain  a  district  for  the  reg- 
istry of  deeds,  and  shall  be  known  as  the  Southern  District 
of  Middlesex  for  the  registry  of  deeds,   and  in  all  things 
relating  to  the   registry  and   register  of  deeds   and  other 
instruments,  shall  be  deemed  a  county.     And  the  present 
register  of  deeds  for  said  county  shall  be  register  of  said 
last-mentioned  district  until  some  other  person  is  chosen 
and  qualified  in  his  stead  according  to  law. 
d^f'iivereWregis-      Sect.  6.     Thc  rcgistcr  of  deeds  for  the  Southern  District 
wstrict.  °''  ^™  of  Middlesex  shall,  on  demand,  deliver  to  the  custody  of  the 
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register  of  deeds  for  the  said  Xorthern  District  all  the 
original  deeds  aad  other  instruments  recorded  and  remain- 
ing in  the  office  of  the  former  conveying  or  relating  to  land 
or  estates  situated  in  said  last-named  district. 

Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  Monday  whea  to  tats  ef 
of  July  next,  excepting  as  to  the  appointment  of  register  as  *^*°'' 
is  provided  in  the  second  section  hereof;  and  for  this  latter 
purpose  it  shall  take  eftect  on  the  second  Monday  of  June 
next.      [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Charles  F.  Dunham  to  build  a  Wharf.  Chap.    80. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Charles  F.  Dunham   is  hereby  authorized  to  to^.n""^'"  ^ign- 
build  and  maintain  a  wharf  extending  from  his  lot  of  land 
at  a  place   called   Tower  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Edgartown, 
far  enough  into  the  harbor  to  allow  of  ships  loading  at  the 
end  thereof,  to  be  called  Tower  Hill  Wharf;  and  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  Right*,  etc. 
and  to   receive  wharfage  and   dockage  therefor :  provided,  i^o^wo- 
that  this  grant  shall  not  interfere  with   the  legal  rights  of 
any  person  or  persons. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24z,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mystic  River  Works.       Chap.    81. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assem^bled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  first  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Act  amended. 
"Mystic  River  Works,"  passed  May  twenty-fifth,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  is  so  far  amend- 
ed as  to  authorize  said  corporation  to  manufacture  locomo- 
tives, engines,  cars,  and  other  articles  of  iron  or  wood,  and 
machinery,  in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  county  of  Suffolk,  and  in  cheisea  and Mai- 
the  town  of  Maiden,  county  of  Middlesex,  and  in  both  or 
either  of  said  towns. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1855.] 
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Chap.    82.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Cambridge  and  the  Town  of  Somer- 
^'  ville  to  fill  up  Miller's  Creek  Bridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
cambridse  (ind        Sect.  1.     The  citj  of  Cambridge  and  the  town  of  Som- 
may  mi  up  bridge,  eiville  are  hereby  authorized  to  fill  up  and  make  solid  so 
much  of  a  bridge  known  as  the  Miller's  Creek  Bridge,  over 
tide-water  at  the  westerly  end  of  Bridge  Street,  between 
said  Cambridge  and  Somerville,  as  the  safety  of  the  public 
proruo.  travel  may  require :  provided,  however,  that  an  aperture  of 

at  least  fifteen  feet  be  left  for  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the 
tide. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1855.] 


Police  court 
egtiiblislied. 


Jurisdiction. 


Chap.    83.      An  Act  to:  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Williamstown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assetnbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  A  police  court  is  hereby  established  in  the 
town  of  "Williamstown,  to  consist  of  one  competent  and 
discreet  person,  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the 
governor,  pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors 
committed  within  said  town  of  Williamstown,  whereof  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  now  have  or  may  have  jurisdiction;  also 
of  all  suits  and  actions  which  may  now  or  any  time  here- 
after be  heard,  tried,  and  determined  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  iu  the  county  of  Berkshire,  whenever  all  the  par- 
tics  shall  reside  in  Williamstown  and  service  of  the  writ  is 
had  on  the  defendant  in  said  county.  The  said  court  shall 
have  original  and  concurrent  jurisdiction,  with  justices  of 
the  peace,  in  said  county  of  Berkshire,  over  all  crimes,  of- 
fences and  misdemeanors,  whereof  justices  of  the  peace 
within  the  county  of  Berkshire  now  have  or  may  have  juris- 
diction ;  also  of  all  suits  and  actions  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  Berkshire ; 
but  nothing  in  this  section  shall  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas. 
Appeal  aiiovred.  Sect.  3.  An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments 
of  said  police  court,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent 
that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments  of  jus- 
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tices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justice  of  said  police  court  shall 
not  be  counsel  for  any  party  in  any  cause  which  may  be 
pending  in  said  court. 

Sect.  4.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crimi-  Fine-,  etc.,  how 

1  •    1        1      n    1  •         1    1  •  1    •  1       dispoied  of. 

nal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  received  by  or  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  justice  of  said  court,  shall  be  by  him  accounted 
for  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are  by  law  prescribed 
in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  pefice.  All  costs  in  such 
prosecutions  not  thus  received  shall  be  made  up,  taxed, 
certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sect,  5.     The  iustice  of  said  court  shall  retain  to  his  own  T^.V^f^f? '=°"''* 
use  all  fees  by  him  received,  or  which  now  accrue  to  justices 
of  the  peace  in  civil  actions  and  criminal  prosecutions,  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  assigned  to  him  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act :  provided,  that  he  shall  not  retain  for  ll^l^^^l^^^ 
his  services  in  criminal  prosecutions  a  sum  exceeding'three  treasurer. 
hundred  dollars,  annually,  but  shall  pay  over  to  the  county 
treasurer  all  fees  received  by  him  in  criminal  prosecutions 
over  and  above  that  sum. 

Sect.  6.  A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice  at  some  fo°brheir  °"^° 
suitable  place  in  said  town  of  Williamstown,  to  be  pro- 
vided at  the  expense  of  said  justice,  on  two  several  days 
of  each  week,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and 
as  much  oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of 
crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors,  and  on  one  day  in  each 
week,  to  be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  justice,  for 
the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions.  The  justice  of  said  court 
may  adjourn  said  court  as  justices  of  the  peace  may  now 
adjourn  the  same  hearings  or  trials,  and  he  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly  and 
uniform  conducting  of  the  business  thereof. 

Sect.  7.  The  justice  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  record  ^e"c^'r^d\nd  ffi 
of  all  proceedings  in  said  court,  and  shall  make  return  to '■^'''™- 
the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of  his  doings 
therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace  are  now 
by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also,  annually,  in  the 
month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen  of  the  said  town 
of  Williamstown  a  true  and  faithful  statement  of  money 
actually  received  by  him  as  fees,  and  all  charges  and  fees 
which  are  outstanding  and  claimed  to  be  due  to  him  at  the 
date  of  such  exhibit. 

Sect.  8.     There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  ^^«^p'='='*' -''**■ 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one  special 
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justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,  sickness,  interest,  or  any  other  disability  of  the 
standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to  hear 
and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pendiner,  and  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until  such  disability 
be  removed.  The  said  special  justice  shall  be  paid  for  the 
services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees  received  in  said 
court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice  would  be  entitled  to 
for  the  same  service. 

Sect.  9.  All  suits,  actions,  and  prosecutions  which  shall 
be  pending  within  the  said  town  of  Williamstown  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall 
be  heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sect.  10.  The  governor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing justice  and  special  justice  at  any  time  after  the  passing 
of  this  act. 

S^CT.  11.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24, 
1855.] 

Chap.    84.  An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  L.  Eldridge  and  his  associates  to  construct  a 
^  Fish  Weir. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Thomas  L.  Eldridge  and  his  associates  are  here- 
by authorized  to  construct  a  fish  weir  and  other  necessary 
fixtures  in  the  tide-waters  at  a  place  where  the  channel 
that  runs  southerly  from  Broad  Creek  (so  called)  unites 
with  the  Crooked  Channel  (so  called)  in  the  south-easterly 
part  of  Orleans,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  fish :  provided,  that  the  said  weir  shall  not 
be  so  constructed  or  maintained  as  to  obstruct  the  naviga- 
tion at  said  place  or  infringe  on  the  rights  of  others. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  injure  or  destroy 
said  weir  or  any  part  thereof,  or  shall,  without  leave  of  the 
owners  thereof,  take  from  the  same  any  fish  found  therein, 
he  shall,  upon  conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the 
owners  of  said  weir  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and 
shall  moreover  be  liable  to  the  parties  injured  for  all  dam- 
ages in  a  civil  suit. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  24,  1855.] 
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An  Act  authorizing  David  Parkhurst  to  extend  his  Wharf.  i^hap.    85. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     David  Parkhurst  is  hereby  authorized  to  extend  ^^^ar"**"^ 
and  maintain  his  wharf  at  Duncan's  Point,  in  the  town  of 
Gloucester,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  into  the  harbor  of  said 
town  of  Gloucester,   so  far  iu  a  southerly  and  westerly  di- 
rection as  to  cover  certain  hidden  and  dangerous  rocks 
contiguous  thereto,  and  also  to  extend  the  easterly  part  of 
said  wharf  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  feet  to  a  direct  line 
leading  from  the  large  rock  on  the   southerly  side  of  the 
premises  to  the  Harbor  Rock,  so  called.     And  he  shall  have  RiRWs.etc. 
the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf, 
and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided,  that  ^'<'^*»''- 
this  grant  shall  not  in  any  manner  interfere  with  the  legal 
rights  of  any  person  or  persons  whatever. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Approved  by  thi  Governor,  March  24,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  lay  out  a  Highway.  Chcfp.    86. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of    ■ 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  proper  authorities  of  the  city  of  Boston  cuy^may layout 
are  hereby  empowered  to  lay  out  and  construct  a  highway 
in   continuation  of    Charles    Street,  commencing  at   Cam-  Boundaries, 
bridge  Street,  thence  over  the  land  in  front  of  the  new 
jail,    thence    over  the    tide-waters   in    Charles   River,  and 
thence  to  North  Charles  Street,  and  over  and  along  said 
street  to  the   street  leading  to  Cragie's  Bridge,  so  called ; 
and   the   said  authorities   may   lay   out  the  said  proposed 
street  the  whole  distance  at  one  time,  or  portions  thereof 
at  different  times,  as  they  may  deem  it  most  expedient : 
provided,   that  the  said  street  shall  not  be  laid  out  below  provuo. 
the  commissioners'  line,  as  established  by  law. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Paul  L.  Bangs  to  build  a  Wharf  in  Provincetown  Chap.    87. 

Harbor. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Paul  L.  Bangs  is  hereby  authorized  to  build  a  wharf  from  May  buua.  wharf, 
his  land  adjoining  the  harbor  of  Provincetown,  and  to  ex- 
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Riuhts,  etc.  tend  said  wharf  into  six  feet  of  water  at  low  tide,  and  to 
lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  thereof,  and  receive  wharf- 

rroviso.  age   and  dockage   therefor :  provided,  that  this  grant  shall 

not  affect  the  legal  rights  of  any  person,  {^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

Chan     88    An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  Sparrow  and  his  associates  to  construct  a 
^  ■  Fish  Weir. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Thomas  Sparrow  and  his  associates,  in  the 
town  of  Chatham,  are  hereby  authorized  to  construct  a  fish 
weir,  commencing  on  the  westerly  shore  of  Monomory 
Beach,  in  said  Chatham,  at  the  south  side  of  Steward's 
Hole,  (so  called,)  and  to  extend  said  weir  to  not  more 
than  eiyht  hundred  yards  in  a  westerly  direction  into  Chat- 
ham Bay,  in  Barnstable  County,  with  all  the  privileges 
thereto  attached:  jorom'c/ec?,  that* said  weir  shall  cause  no 
obstruction  to  navigation,  or  infringe  on  the  rights  of 
others. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  injure  or  destroy 
said  weir  or  any  part  thereof,  or  shall,  without  leave  of  the 
owners  thereof,  take  from  the  same  any  fish  found  therein, 
he  shall,  upon  conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the 
owners  of  said  weir,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars, 
to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and 
shall,  moreover,  be  liable  to  the  parties  injured  for  all  dam- 
ages, in  a  civil  suit.  , 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  extend  a  Wharf  in  Rochester. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Loring  Meigs  and  David  Pratt  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  extend  their  wharf  in  Mattapoisett  harbor,  in 
the  town  of  Rochester,  to  the  channel  of  said  harbor,  and 
they  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides 
of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor : 
provided,  that  this  act  shall  not  impair  the  legal  rights  of 
any  person. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect*  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  Barnabas  W.  Eldridge,  Francis  Joseph,  Canada  Perry  Ckcip.   90. 

and  their  associates  to  build  a  Fish  Weir. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  bij  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Barnabas  W.  Eldridge,  Francis  Joseph,  Canada  ^i^h  weu- m Den- 
Perry  and  their  associates,  are   hereby  authorized   to  con- 
struct a  fish  weir  near  Kilt  Pond  Point  (so  called)  on  the 
south  shore  of  the  town  of  Dennis,  in  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable :  provided,  said   weir   shall  cause   no   obstruction  to  Proviso. 
navigation  nor  encroach  on  the  rights  of  others. 

Sect.  2.     Any  person  or  persons  unlawfully  taking  fish  ^^^"Ji'flshuig?' 
from  said  weir,  or  obstructing  the  passage  of  fish  into  said  "*=• 
weir,  or  causing  damage  thereto,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  competent 
to  try  the  same,  for  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  prose- 
cute therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 


An  Act  in   relation   to  Days  of  Grace  on  Commercial  Paper,  in  certain  i^hcip.   91. 

cases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  ^g^^^^^^^^-^^^^^p- 
eighty-two,  of  the  statutes  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  include 
the  day  known  as  Christmas,  and  the  fifth  day  of  July  when 
the  fourth  day  of  July. occurs  on  Sunday;  and  all  bills  of 
exchange,  drafts  or  promissory  notes  becoming  due  and 
payable  on  those  days,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions 
of  said  chapter. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Election  of  County  Treasurers  and  Registers  of  Chap.   92. 

Deeds.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     At  the  annual  election  in  November,  in  the  year  Election  of  codh- 

.  '  •'  tv  ti'easurers  and 

eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  every  third  year  there- registers  of  deeds, 
after,  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
several  towns  and  cities  in  each  county,  (except  Suffolk  and 
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Nantucket,)  a  suitable  person,  being  a  resident  of  the  county 
for  which  he  is  chosen,  to  be  the  treasurer  of  such  county, 
and  another  suitable  person  in  each  county  to  be  register  of 
deeds  therein. 

Sect.  2.  At  said  elections  the  votes  shall  be  sorted  and 
counted  by  the  selectmen  of  the  towns,  and  by  the  wardens 
aud  ward  clerks  of  the  cities  in  open  town  and  ward  meet- 
ing, and  public  declaration  made  thereof  at  such  meetings. 
The  names  of  all  persons  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes 
received  by  each  person,  and  the  title  of  the  office  for  which 
he  is  proposed,  shall  be  entered  by  the  town  clerks  in  the 
town  records,  aud  by  the  ward  clerks  in  the  ward  records, 
in  words  at  length;  and  the  said  ward  clerks  shall  forth- 
with deliver  to  the  city  clerks  certified  copies  of  such 
records,  who  shall  forthwith  enter  .the  same  in  the  city 
2i?umr'"ommi*s°  ^^ecords.  The  said  town  and  city  clerks  shall,  within  ten 
days  from  the  day  of  said  election,  transmit,  under  seal,  at- 
tested copies  of  the  records  so  by  them  made,  to  the  county 
comn)issioner3  of  their  respective  counties. 

Sect.  3.  It  shall  l)e  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners 
to  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January  next  succeeding 
each  election  as  aforesaid,  and  examine  the  returns  so 
transmitted  to  them ;  and  the  persons  who  shall  thereupon 
be  found  to  be  legally  chosen,  and  who  shall  be  otherwise 
qualified,  shall  be  declared  to  be  the  county  treasurer  and 
register  of  deeds,  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  and  until  others  are  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead.  And  in  case  no  person  shall  be 
found  to  be  elected,  by  reason  of  two  persons  having  an 
equal  number  of  votes  for  either  said  offices,  the  commis- 
sioners shall  proceed  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
forty-sixth  section  of  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect.  4.  The  election  of  county  treasurers  for  the  cur- 
rent year  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner  as  heretofore; 
and  the  persons  so  chosen  (except  those  of  Suffolk  and 
Nantucket)  shall  hold  their  offices  until  said  first  Wednes- 
day of  Jauuary,  and  until  others  are  chosen  and  qualitied  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  5.  The  registers  of  deeds  for  the  several  counties 
now  in  office  shall  hold  their  offices  until  others  are  chosen 
and  qualihed  in  their  stead  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  but  no  longer. 

Sect.  6.  All  laws  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  re- 
pealed.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  relation  to  School  Reports  and  Returns.  Chup.    93. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, ill  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     When  the  school  committee  of  any  city  or  town  schom conimit- 
in  this  Commonwealth  shall  fail  to  make  ihe  reports  and  re- "'^i^^' '"^'t"™' ^pc- 

1,1  .,  r,      ^  •    ^  .  ■,       retary  to  give  no- 

turns  now  required  by  law,  or  either  oi  them,  withm  the  t''^^- 
time  prescribed,  viz.,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  April  in 
each  year,  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whose 
office  such  reports  and  returns  are  to  be  forwarded,  shall 
forthwith  notify  the  committee,  or  otherwise  the  clerk  of 
the  said  city  or  town,  who  shall  immediately  cause  the  same 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary. 

Sect.  2.     When  any  report  or  return  sliall  be  found  in- Reports  found  in- 

I  •  1  1      II    f         I        •    1  f'rmal  to  be  re- 

lormal  or  incorrect,  the  secretary  sliall  lorthwith  return  the  t"'""cd  by  secre- 

.  .  "  tary. 

same  to  the  committee  for  their  further  action,  with  notice 
of  the  errors  or  omissions  to  be  corrected  or  supplied. 

Sect.  3.     All  returns  or  reports  which  may  have  been  ^<'*;'"" "^a^bo 

»  .'  made  dunnijMay. 

delayed,  or  which  are  returned  by  the  secretary  for  the 
correction  of  such  errors  or  omissions  as  would  have  pre- 
vented their  acceptance  oriuinally,  shall  be  received  l)y  him 
if  returned  to  his  office  during  the  month  ol  May  :  provided, 
however,,  that  in  all  such  cases  there  shall  be  deducted  the  Proviso, 
sum  of  ten  per  cent,  from  the  whole  amount  which  such  city 
or  town  would  have  otherwise  received.  [^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  March  26,  1855] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Harvard  Branch  Railroad.  Chap.   94. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows: 

Sect.  1.     The  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  real  estate,  Purohasfrs  of 

r  r  '  ilarvaril  Branch 

franchise  and  privile^res  of  said  Harvard  Branch  Railroad  P"''''"""'?,"^"^' 

I  o  viiiX  to  soil  and 

Corporation,  at  any  sale  thereof  in  pursuance  of  the  author-  o7,','er'ranroa7 
ity  iiiven  by  an  act  entitled  an  Act  concerning  the  Harvard  '^o'-poratioD. 
Branch  Railroad,  approved  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, may  form  themselves  into  a  corporation  of  the  same 
name,  and  with  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  and  sultject 
to  the  same  liabilities  and  restrictions,  as  those  set  forth  in 
the  act  incorpoiating  said  company,  and  any  acts  in  addi- 
tion thereto;  and  said  railroad  may  be  purchased  by,  and 
transferred  to,  any  other  railroad  corporation,  with  its 
franchise  and  all  its  property  and  privileges,  in  which  case 
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the  purchasing  corporation  may  own  and  manage  the  same 
Name.  in  their  own  name,  as  amalgamated  with  their  own  road  and 

property,  or  in  the  present  name  of  the  Harvard  Branch 
Railroad. 
umiew\*u/?itch-      Sect.  2.     The    right   and    authority   of    said    Harvard 
conflrmcd."'^'^      Branch  Railroad  Company  to  unite  said  railroad  with  the 
Fitchburg  Railroad,  as  implied  by  its  title,  is  hereby  recog- 
nized and  confirmed,  and  also  its  right  and  privilege  to  use 
said  Fitchburg  Railroad,  according  to  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter one  hundred  and  ninety-one,  of  eighteen   hundred  and 
Proviso.  forty-five,  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  use  of  railroads: 

provided,  that  nothing  construed  in  this  act  shall  require 
the  Fitchburg  Railroad  to  run  an  extra  train  or  extra  trains 
for  the  accommodation  of  said  Harvard  Branch  Road. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

Chap,    95.  An  Act  to  compel  the  erection  of  Bounds  at  the  termination  and  angles 

of  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

fpS^to^'JIft    ■  Sect.  1.     Whenever   the    county   commissioners    of  the 
?)Sn\ndin™es  .several  counties,  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  and 
anrcity'riaX^"'  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  several  cities  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, shall  neglect  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  one  hundred  and  ninety-second  chapter  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  for 
the  space  of  one  month  after  being  notified  so  to  do  by  the 
owner  of  any  land  through  which  roads  have  been  laid  out 
since  the  passage  of  the  act  aforesaid,  or  shall  hereafter  be 
laid  out,  the  town,  if  said  road  be  a  town  road,  the  county, 
if  the  road  be  a  county  road,  and  the  city,  if  the  road  be  a 
city  road,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  said  land  owner  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every  month  that  said  neglect 
Penalty,  how      shall  continuc,  to  be  recovered  by  said  land  owner  of  said 

recovered.  '  i  i         •  •  p 

town,  county  or  city,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  an  action  of 
tort. 
whento  takeef-      Sect.  2.     Tliis  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the 

lect. 

first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and    fifty-five.      [^Approved    by   the    Governor,    March    26, 

1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England  Scandinavian  Benevolent  Re-  Chcip.    96. 

lief  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     C.  A.  Thulin,  John  N.  Peterson,  their  associ-  corporators. 
ates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  New  England  Scandinavian  Benevolent  Relief  ^a""®- 
Society,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  aflfording,  P"'"P''8e- 
by  means  of  a  stated  contribution  from  the  members,  pecu- 
niary assistance  to  each  other  in  time  of  sickness,  and  by 
payment  of  a  certain  uniform   sum  of  money  towards  the 
funeral  expenses  of  each  member,  upon  his  or  her  decease, 
to  secure  decent  burial  for  each  other,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  from  impositions,  and  rendering  aid  and  as- 
sistance to  Scandinavian  immigrants  arriving  in  the  port  of 
Boston,  and  to  such  Scandinavians  as,  from  sickness  or  des- 
titution, might  become  a  charge  upon  the  public ;  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  jf^g^s^lt'c!""'^' 
liabilities   and    restrictions,    set   forth  in    the    forty-fourth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  personal  estate  to  Tsmt^S'"""*^ 
the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

An  .^ct  to  regulate  the  Sidewalks  in  the  City  of  Roxbury.  Chctp,    97. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sam,e,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Whenever  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  nlen  wfurnLh^'^' 
of  Roxbury  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  construct  sidewalks  ^'''*®"  '^^^^' 
in  any  of  the  streets  or  portions  of  streets  in  said  city,  they 
are  hereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  furnish  such  edge- 
stones  as  may  be  required  therefor,  the  abutters  bearing  the 
expense  of  the  materials;  and  whenever  two-thirds  of  the 
abutters  on  any  street  shall  unite  in  a  petition  to  the  city 
government  for  the  construction  in  their  street  of  sidewalks 
with  edge-stones,  and  for  the  covering  said  sidewalks  with 
brick,  flat  stones,  or  plank,  the  same  shall  be  made,  and  the 
expense  of  the  above  named  materials  shall  be  assessed  upon  f:^^,"®^',^*°,^". 
the  abutters  in  proportion  to  the  length  ol  the  lines  of  their  ^;;y;_n"f«=^- 
respective  estates  on  said  street:   and  it  is  herein  further 
provided  that,  in  case  of  refusal  of  any  abutter  or  abutters 
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to  pay  the  amount  so  assessed,  in  such  time  as  said  city 
government  of  Roxbury  shall  designate,  then  such  amount 
uow  recove:ea.  OF  amouuts  shall  be  recovei'able  by  an  action  of  contract,  to 
be  brought  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  for  the  pur- 
pose, before  any  tribunal  or  court  having  competent  juris- 
diction in  the  premises. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [App7^oved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

Chap.    98.      An  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  West  Cambridge  to  establish  a  Fire 

Department. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Fire  department       The    sclcctmen    of  thc   town   of    West   Cambrido-e    are 

in  West  Laui- 

^.y^'^e  estab.  hcrcby  authorlzcd  to  establish  a  fire  department  m  said 
town  in  the  manner  and  according  to  the  provisions  pre- 
scribed in  an  act  to  regulate  fire  departments,  passed  on 
the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 

•sahject  to  duties,  drcd  and  thirtv-nine ;  and  said  fire  department,  when  so  es- 

liubilitie-',  etc.as         ,   ,.    ,       ,  t        ,  ,  ,  .  i-         1 1        i  er 

*."*'S'^„*''*Jl*'^*''*' tablished,  and  the  several   members  tnereor,  all   the   om- 

Aprii  9,  1839.  '  .  •  i    i  i  -,     \ 

cers  and  companies  appointed  by  them  and  the  said  town 
of  West  Cambridge,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  be 
subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities,  and  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  exemptions  specified  in  said  act,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  them  respectively.  \^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

Chcip.    99.  An  Act  amendatory  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees 

of  the  Partridge  Ministerial  Fund. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Act  amended.  Sect.  1.     Scctiou  third  of  an  act  passed  February  twen- 

ty-four, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  is  so 
amended  that  when  any  member  of  said  board  of  trustees 
shall  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Parish 
of  Duxbury,  he  shall  thereby  cease  to  be  a  member  of  said 
board  of  trustees,  and  the  said  board  of  trustees  shall  pro- 
ceed to  fill  such  vacancy  in  the  same  manner  as  they  fill 
other  vacancies  as  provided  in  said  act  of  incorporation. 

Trustees  to  be         Sect.  2.     No  Dcrsou  shall  be  elected  to   fill  any  vacancy 

nifiiiiersot  Hirst  r  j  J 

pS':^'^"""*^  in  said  board  of  trustees  who  is  not  at  the  time  of  such 
election  a  member  of  the  said  First  Congregational  Parish 
of  Duxbury. 
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Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Worcester  and  Nashua  Telegraph  Company.      Ckcip.  100 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tlie  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     Georo-e  T.  Rice,  George  W.   Bentley,   George  corporators. 
W.  Kichardson,  H.  N.  Bigelow,  F.  Wayland,  Jr.,  and  A. 
J.  Baldwin,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by   the   name  of  the   Worcester  and  Nashua  ^''™®- 
Telegraph  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  ^"'■po^^ 
using  a  line  of  telegraph  from  the  city  of  Worcester  to 
some  distinct  and  convenient  point  in  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  this   Commonwealth,  there  to  connect  with  a  tele- 
grapli  line  to  the  city  of  Nashua,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  i^g^sfllc.'^^'" 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  contained  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,   and  in  an  act  ap- 
proved on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  entitled  "■  An  Act  concerning 
Electric  Telegraph  Companies  and  Electric  Telegraphing," 
and  such  other  general  acts  as  may  at  any  time  be  in  force 
in  this   Commonwealth  concerning  like  corporations :  pro- 
vided, however,   that  the   said  telegraph  Hue   shall  be  con- ^''°'''*°- 
structed  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital   stock  of  said  company  shall  not  ^?5';{,*oo'. '*"'"'' 
exceed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  no  shares  thereof 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  iiua^dlmi°c^par. 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  the  Publication  Chap.  101 
of  the  Condition  of  Banks." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Everv  bank  neslectinar  to  comply  with  the  pro-  penalty  for nes- 

.■  ~  !S  r   J  r  Ipcting  to  make 

visions  of  the  third  section  of  the  three  hundred  and  seventh  returns. 
chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-fotir,  shall 
forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  recovered 
by  the   treasurer  thereof,  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  neg- 
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lect;  and  every  bank  so  neglecting  shall  be  immediately 
notified  thereof  by  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ; 
and  if  said  bank  shall  continue  said  neglect  for  ten  days 
from  said  first  Monday  of  each  month,  it  shall  forfeit  to 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  recovered  by  the 
treasurer  thereof,  five  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  neg- 
lect :  provided,  also,  that  no  bank  shall  be  held  liable 
to  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars,  imposed  in  this  sec- 
tion, if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  that 
the  returns  required  in  the  said  third  section  of  the  three 
hundred  and  seventh  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  were  duly  made  and  deposited  by  the 
officers  of  said  bank,  in  the  post  office  where  the  same 
may  be  located,  properly  directed  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  that  there  was  no  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  of  said  bank. 

Sect.  2.  Every  bank  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  other  sections  of  said  act  of  eigliteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth, to  be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  thereof,  five 
hundred  dollars  for  each  and  every  neglect. 

Sect.  3.  The  sixth  section  of  the  three  hundred  and 
seventh  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  is  hereby  repealed.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  26,  1855.] 

0.  li)2  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Preservation  of  Grouse,  or  Heath 

Hen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Aets  repealed.  Sect.  1.  The  ouc  hundred  and  seventieth  chapter  of  the 
acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  the  seventh  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and 
the  fifth  section  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  chapter 
of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 


Further  penalty 
of  $500. 


Part  of  act 
reiealed. 


Chai 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Mutual  Benefit  Association.  Chap.  103 

Be  it  enaited  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     D.  Humphreys  Storer,  F.  H.  Sprague,  Moses  corporators. 
Spraoue,  David  Wilder,  Jr.,  their  associates  and  successors, 
are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  ^'*™^- 
Mutual  Benefit  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  affording,  by  ^urpese. 
means  of  a  stated  contribution  from  the  members  thereof, 
pecuniary  assistance  to  each  other  in  time  of  sickness,  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  ^;;Jg"eT(f''  "*^'^' 
liabilities    and    restrictions,  set   forth    in   the  forty-fourth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation,  for  the  purpose  afore-  fsu't^^noTtTex- 
said,  may  take  and  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  or  both,  to  "edS2o,ouo. 
an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars.      [_Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  making  of  Roads  and  Drains  in  certain  cases.  Chcip.  104 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Any  town  or  city,  person  or  persons,  company  Authorizea^^o  cs- 
or  body  corporate,  having  the  ownership  of  low  lands, 'i'^-'''"^'^'*^- 
lakes,  swamps,  quarries,  mines,  or  mineral  deposits,  that, 
by  means  of  adjacent  lands  belonging  to  other  persons,  or 
occupied  as  a  highway,  cannot  be  approached,  worked, 
drained,  or  used  in  the  ordinary  manner  without  crossing 
said  lands  or  highway,  may  be  authorized  to  establish 
roads,  drains,  ditches,  tunnels,  and  railways  to  said  places, 
in  the  manner  herein  provided. 

Sect.  2.  The  party  desiring  to  make  such  improvements  ^fe*j*{^?Jh^°ou®ty 
shall  file  a  petition  therefor  with  the  commissioners  of  the  commissioners, 
county  in  which  the  premises  are  situated,  setting  forth  the 
names  of  the  persons  interested,  if  known  to  the  petitioner, 
and  also,  in  detail,  the  nature  of  the  proposed  improve- 
ment and  the  situation  of  the  adjoining  lands ;  which  said 
petition  shall  be  accompanied  with  a  bond,  satisfactory  to 
said  commissioners,  for  the  payment  of  such  expenses  as 
may  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  application. 

Sect.  3.     The  commissioners  of  the  county,  on  the  filing  commi-sionersto 

,.„.■,  give  notice,  etc. 

of  the  petition  and  bond,  and  at  their  first  meeting  there- 
after, shall  give  public  notice,  at  least  three  weeks  in  ad- 
vance, of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  to  consider  the 

9 
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petition,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  said  county ;  and  if 
no  newspaper  is  there  printed,  they  shall  ,£rive  notice  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  cause  the  same  to  be  known  to  the 
parties  interested;  they  shall  further  give  notice  to  the 
mayor  of  any  city,  and  the  clerk  of  any  town,  in  which  the 
premises  are  situated. 
Commissioners        Sect.  4.     The  commissioners  of  the  countv  shall  meet  at 

mav  lav  out.  etc., 

an.i assess  dama-  ^hc  tiuie  and  placc  appointed,  and  after  examination,  inspec- 
tion, and  the  hearing  of  evidence,  shall  determine  whether 
the  improvement  prayed  for  is  necessary,  and  if  so,  shall 
proceed  to  lay  out  and  establish  the  same  in  such  manner 
as  shall  do  as  little  injury  as  practicable,  and  furthermore 
shall  proceed  to  assess  the  amount  of  damages  which,  in 
their  opinion,  the  proprietor  of  the  adjacent  lands  will  sus- 
tain ;  and  in  case  more  than  one  party  is  to  be  benefited, 
they  shall  apportion  the  same  equitably  among  the  respec- 
tive parties,  having  strict  regard  to  the  benefits  which  they 
will  receive ;  and  the  award  so  made  shall  be  deemed  con- 
clusive upon  each  of  the  parties  charged  with  such  payment, 
unless  said  award  is  appealed  from  as  hereinafter  provided, 
within  the  period  of  one  year. 

rdcompeneluo'       i^ECT.  5.     Whcnevcr  it  may  be  necessary  to  repair  any 

contribute.  improvement  thus  constructed,  a  majority  of  the  persons 
benefited  by  it  may  cause  such  repairs  to  be  made,  and  may 
compel  contributions  from  each  person  benefited,  on  the 
basis  of  the  award. 

■*^pp«»^-  Sect.  6.     In  all  cases  where  a  party  feels  aggrieved  by 

the  award  of  the  commissioners,  the  right  of  apppal  shall 
lie,  to  be  regulated  by  the  general  acts  of  this  Common- 
wealth relating  to  railroads  and  highways. 

Sect.   7.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 

Chap.  lOo  An  Act  to  authorize    the  Charles    River    Railroad    Company  to  change 

their  Location  and  extend  tlieir  Line, 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 
Location  changed  Sect.  1.  The  Said  compauy  are  hereby  empowered  to 
change  their  location  in  Medway  and  Bellingham,  by  lo- 
cating and  constructing  a  railroad  diverging  from  their 
chartered  and  located  line  at  some  point  near  the  west  vil- 
lage of  said  Medway,  and  thence  running  through  the  north- 
westerly part  of  Bellingham,  across  the  south-easterly  corner 
of  Mendon,  and  in  the  easterly  part  of  Blackstone,  by  or 
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near  the  valley  of  Mill  River,  to  some  point  on  the  line  of 
Rhode  Island,  convenient  to  unite  with  the  New  York  and 
Boston  Railroad,  and  mav  discontinue  that  portion  of  their  rart  of  une  ais- 

1  11-  I'll-  "   ii        i-  ii  •  1  •-(>!•  continued. 

located  line  winch  lies  south  oi  the  said  point  or  divergence. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  company  shall  continue  lialle  to  pay  companv  to  con- 
all  persons  and  corporations  all  damages  which  shall  be 
caused  prior  to  such  discontinuance,  by  the  location  of  said 
line  thus  discontinued. 

Sect.  3.     If  the  location  of  such  new  line   of  railroad  i''"'-'**'''"  fl'/'i '» 

one  vearaiid  cum- 

shall  not  be  tiled  according  to  law  within  one  year  from  the  ^^""^^r/ ""'''" 
passage  of  this  act,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  completed, 
with  ai  least  one  track,  within  two  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  then  this  act  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  company^hall,  with  respect  to  the  nuties,  uabiu- 
new  line  hereby  authorized,  be  sul)ject  to  all  the  duties, 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
privileges,  set  forth  in  all  preceding  acts  in  relation  to  this 
company,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  said 
statutes  which  relates  to  railroads,  and  in  the  public  stat- 
utes which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  passed  relating 
to  such  corporations. 

Sect.  5.  The  legislature  may  authorize  any  company  to  Ma^j.*je_i^Sged  by 
enter  with  their  railroad  at  any  point  on  said  road,  and  use 
the  same  or  any  part  tliereof,  by  complying  with  such  rea- 
sonable rules  and  regulations  as  said  Charles  River  Rail- 
road Company  may  prescribe,  and  paying  such  toll  as  may 
be  a^-reed  upon  by  the  parties,  or  may  be  determined  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Sect.  6.     The  Charles  River  Railroad  Company,  in  con-  uow constructed. 
structing  the  railroad  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  construct 
the  same  under  the  railroad  of  the  Boston  and  New  York 
Central  Railroad  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  and 
approved    by   the  county  commissioners,  upon  application  J"«J'e^«pp.™^;^<J_ 
made  to  them  by  either  of  said  railroad  companies.  missioneis. 

Sect.  7.  The  Charles  River  Railroad  Company  and  the  J^f^^""-^ ""^'i- 
New  York  and  Boston  Railroad  Company,  a  coiporation 
established  under  the  laws  of  the  States  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut,  (or  any  railroad  company  which  now  is  or 
may  be  authorized  to  unite  its  railroad  stock  with  the  stock 
of  the  Cliarles  River  Railroad  Company,)  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  unite  themselves  in  one  corporation,  upon  such 
terms  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  whenever  a  majority  in  inter- 
est in  each  of  said  compatiies  shall,  by  a  vote  at  meetings 
called  for  the  purpose,  decide  so  to  unite.     And  when  such 
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votes  shall  have  been  passed  by  said  corporations,  they 

cor"oraiioDs"*"^   shall  thereupon  become  one  corporation,  under  such  name 

as,  after  such  union,  shall  be  adopted,  and  all  the  franchises, 

property,  powers  and  privileges,  now  enjoyed  by,  and  all 

puiies  liabiii-     ii;ie  restrictions,  liabilities  and  obligations  imposed  upon, 

ties,  etc.,  or  unit-  '  o  i  i         ' 

ed  corporations,  guch  corporation  Or  corporatious,  by  their  respective  char- 
ters, shall  appertain  to  such  united  corporation  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  contained  in,  or  acquired 
under,  an  original  charter ;  and  the  said  Charles  River  Rail- 
road Company  shall  not,  by  any  such  union  with  any  other 
company,  be  thereby  released  from  any  liability  or  obliga- 
tion under  which  they  now  are  to  any  person  or  corpora- 
tion; but  such  liabilities  and  obligations  maybe  enforced 
against  the  united  corpoi^tion  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
may  now  be  enforced  against  the  Charles  River  Railroad 
Company. 

One  director  to  be      gECT.  8.     If  the  uniou  providcd  for  in  the  preceding  sec- 

an  inhabitant   of  -I^  i 

Massachusetts,  ^iou  shall  be  effected,  one  or  more  of  the  directors  or  other 
officers  of  said  united  corporation  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of 
this  Commonwealth,  on  whom  process  against  said  com- 
pany may  be  legally  served,  and  said  company  shall  be  held 
to  answer  in  the  jurisdiction  where  the  service  is  made 
and  the  process  is  returnable. 
coSfitfto'bei^ept  Sect.  9.  The  said  company  shall  keep  a  separate  ac- 
e?s^oXTppoui't- count  of  their  expenditures  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 


ed. 


and  Connecticut,  respectively;  and  three  commissioners 
shall  be  appointed,  one  by  the  -governor  of  each  State,  to 
hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  to  be  com- 
pensated by  said  company,  who  shall  decide  what  portion 
of  the  expenditures  of  said  company  and  of  it&  receipts 
and  profits  properly  pertain  to  those  parts  of  the  road 
Ijing  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut 
respectively;  and  the  annual  report  required  to  be  made 
by  the  directors  to  the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  be  approved  by  said  commissioners.  [App?'ov€cl  by 
the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 

C'hcip.  lOo  An  Act  concerning  the  Taxation  of  Minors. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

LTesself'  ^'^"^  -^^^  personal  property  belonging  to  minors  under  gual'dian- 
ship  shall  be  assessed  to  the  guardian  in  the  town  where 
the  minor  may  reside  and  have  his  home.  {^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Shelburne  Falls  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.    Chap.  107 

Be  it  eyiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.      E.  G.  Lamson,  S.  J.   W.  Tabor,  William  T.  corporator*. 
Clement,  J.  B  Bardwell,  Luther  Bullard,  G.   B.  Hays,  Na- 
thaniel Lamsou,  J.  B.  Wliitne}'-,    E.  A.  Baldwin,  Franklin 
Bullard,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Shelburne  Falls  Five  Cents  ^^^'^^■ 
Savino's  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of  Shelburne ; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  T)uties,iiabiiities, 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  iu  the  thirty-    '    " 
sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  relatina-  to  institutions  for  savinQ;s. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums  deposits. 
as  small  as  live  cents. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  J'J'^inor™^^'''*^ 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  discre- 
tion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him 
or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have  au- 
thorized the  drawing  of  the  same  ;  and  the  check,  receipt,  or  ^If^l^'^  receipt 
acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same  was 
executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor  was 
of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally  by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  autliorize  Henry  Slade  and  James  Hardin  to  extend  their  Wharf  Chap.  108 
in  the  Town  of  Chelsea. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     ETcnry  Slade  and  James  Hardin  are  hereby  ""'i^arfmcheisea. 
authorized  to  build  and  maintain  a  wharf  upon  their  land 
lying  oil  Marginal  Street,  in   the  town  of  Chelsea,  and  to 
extend  the  same  to  the  commissioners'  line ;  and  they  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the   sides  and  ends  of  said  ^'^'^*^' ^''=- 
wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provid- 
ed, that   so   much    of   said  wharf   as  may  be  constructed  ^'^°'^^^°- 
below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on  piles,  and  that  this 
act  shall  in  no  wise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person 
whatever. 

t"ECT.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 
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Chap.  109    An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  Construction  of  the  Millbury  and 

Southbridge  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Jtr^JJction'^x-'  The  time  allowed  to  the  Millbury  and   Southbridge  Eail- 

tended  one  year.  pQQ^^  Compauy  to  construct  its  railroad,  is  hereby  extended 
one  year  beyond  the  time  now  fixed  by  law  for  the  con- 
struction thereof.      [^Approved  by  the   Governor,  March  28, 

1855] 

Chap.  110         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Stoneham  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.   1.     Alien  Rowc,  Oliver  W.  Richardson,  Micah  Wil- 

liams, Benjamin  T.  Richardson,  Darius  Stevens,  William  G. 
Fuller,  Elbrido-e  Gerry  and  J.  P.  Gould,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made   a  corporation  by  the  name  of 

Kame.  thc  Stoucham  Five  Cents  Saving's  Bank,   to  be  established 

and  located  in  the  town  of  Stoneham,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 

Powers, privi-     dlcscx  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileo'es,  and  sul)iect  to  all 

leges,  etc.  '  i  "^  '^      I        -,.'',  . 

the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  lorth  in  tlie  tlnrty- 
sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Deposits.  Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums 

as  small  as  five  cents. 

^nors"""^'"*^  Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  discre- 
tion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him 
or  her,  although  no  guardian  sliall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have  au- 

T.Tinor's  receipt    thorizcd  the  drawino:  of  the  same;  and  the  check,  receipt  or 

valid.  ~  '  .  -  '■ 

acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same  was 
executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 
was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made,  personally,  by 
said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1855.] 
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An  Act  relating  to  Filing  Executors'  Bonds.  Chap.  Ill 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Judges  of  probate  may  hereafter,  if  tliey  see  f„''„'lf^r°n^^''°uer3 
fit,  grant  letters  testamentary  to  any  person  or  persons  ap-  t-j-'amemary, 
pointed  executor  or  executors,  wlio  shall  give  tlie  bond  pre- 
scribed by  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  cases, 
at  any  time  before  letters  testamentary  or  of  administra- 
tion with  the  will  annexed  shall  have  been  granted  on  the 
estate,  the  provision  in  section  fifth  of  the  sixty-third  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  relation  to  the  neglect  of 
any  person  appointed  an  executor  for  twenty  days  after  pro- 
bate of  the  will  to  give  the  requisite  bond,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  elfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  29,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  ChciJ).  112 
in  Worcester. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.   1.     Ichabod  Washburn,  Peter  C.  Bacon  and  Henry  corporators. 
A.  Denny,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Mechanics'  Mutual   Fire  ^^«"<^- 
Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester, for  the  term  of  twenty-five  years,  for  the  purpose  Duration. 
of  insuring  dwelling-houses  and   other   buildings,  and  also 
personal  property,  against  loss  or  damage   by  fire,  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  lia-  fi°^l": "*^"'' 
bilities   and   restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  four  hundred  and 
fifty-third  chapter  of  the  Revised   Statutes,  and  all   other 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth  made  or  to  be  made  relating  to 
such  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  Act  to  incorporate  the  South  Hadley  Falls  Chap.  113 
Bridge  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authointy  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  act  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  in  the  p(.m?eT"°"  *""' 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  entitled  "  An 
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Powers,  privi- 
leges, l&C. 


C%;.  114 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


Duties,  liabili- 
ties, etc. 


Ppfll  and  personal 
estate  not  to  ex- 
ceed $50,000. 


Corporation  may 
sell.convev,  etc., 
anit  lay  out 
streets. 


Corpor.ition 
tctdpcicip  upon 
mnnber  of  sliares, 
form  of  certitl- 
cate,  etc. 


Shares  liable  to 
assessment. 


Act  to  incorporate  the  South  Hadley  Falls  Bridge  Compa- 
ny," shall  be  and  remain  in  force  for  the  term  of  five  years 
from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  said  company 
shall  continue  to  be  a  corporation  through  that  term,  under 
the  name  of  the  South  Hadley  Falls  Bridge  Company;  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  31,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Great  Pasture  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.  Joseph  S.  Cabot,  Tucker  Daland  and  Henry 
Wheatland,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Grrcat  Pasture  Com- 
pany, to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Salem,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  Great  Pasture,  so  called,  lying  in  said 
vSalem  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  purchase,  hold,  and  possess, 
in  fee  simple  or  otherwise,  all  or  any  part  of  said  pasture, 
and  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  with 
such  personal  property  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper 
conducting  of  the  affairs  of  said  corporation:  provided,  that 
the  whole  real  and  personal  estate  of  said  corporation  shall 
not  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
And  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  sell  and  convey, 
lease,  mortgage,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  said  corporate 
property,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  manage  and  improve 
the  same  at  its  will  and  pleasure,  with  authority  to  lay  out 
and  construct  streets  and  passage  ways  within  the  limits  of 
said  pasture,  as  it  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  3.  Said  corporation  may  at  any  legal  meeting 
agree  upon  the  number  of  shares  into  which  the  corporate 
estate  and  property  shall  be  divided,  and  upon  the  form  of 
certificate  of  shares  to  be  issued  to  the  proprietors,  'and 
upon  the  manner  and  condition  of  transferring  the  same, 
which  shares  shall  be  held  as  personal  property.  And  said 
corporation  shall  have  power  to  assess  upon  each  share  such 
sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  constructing  and 
maintaining  streets  and  passage  ways,  and  for  the  improve- 
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ment  and  management  of  the  property  of  said  corporation 
and  for  the  incidental  expenses  thereof:  j!)rom"c?efZ,  that  no  Froruo. 
as^ssment  shall  be  made  at  any  meeting,  unless  agreed  to 
by  two-thirds  at  least,  both  in  nmnber  and  value,  of  those 
proprietors  present  and  those  proprietors  who  are  repre- 
sented, nor  unless  due  notice  of  the  purpose  of  such  meet- 
ing shall  have  been  given  ten  days  at  least  previous  thereto, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  by-laws.  [App7'ovecl  by 
the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company.  Chap.  115 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The   time  within  which  the  Boston  and  New  York  Cen- Tsmefor^ con- 
tra! Railroad  Company  may  construct  that  portion  of  their  t<="'5ed  one  year, 
railroad  which  was   originally  incorporated  as  the   South- 
bridge  and  Blackstone  Railroad  Company  is  hereby  extended 
one  yeat  from  the  time  now  allowed  by  law.       S^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

An  Act  further  to  Prevent  and  Punish  Fraudulent  Arrests.  Chap.  116 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  df 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Any  person  who   shall,  wilfully  or  falsely,,  ac- crime, 
cuse  any  other  person  of  any  crime  or  oifence,  with  the 
intent  that  the  party  so   accused   shall  be  held  to   answer 
any  process,  or  be  arrested  on  any  process  under  the  act  of 
congress,  passed  September  eighteenth,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  entitled,  '•'  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  re- 
specting Fugitives  from  Justice,  and  Persons  Escaping  from 
the  Service  of  their  Masters,"  shall  be  punished   by  a  fine  ||"o%"°VAno?/° 
not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and  not  more  than  three  J,^^"rifonmeir'' 
thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  or 
house  of  correction  not  less  than  one  year,  nor  more  than 
five  years.     And  any  sheriff,  constable,  or  other  public  offi- 
cer, who   shall  make  such  false  or  wilful  "accusation  with 
intent  as  aforesaid,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  above-named  J^[fn°?o*flie*to be 
penalty,   be   forever  disqualified  from   holding  any    office '"^i"^^"^*''' ^*'=- 
under  the  laws  or  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved'  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

10 
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Chap.  1 1 7  An  Act  additional  to  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Hampden  Stock  and  Mu- 
tual Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Name  changeci.        Sect.  1.     The  Hampden  Stoclc  and  Mutual  Fire  Insuratice 
Company  shall  hereafter  be  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Hampden  Fire   Insurance   Company,  and  is  empow- 
ered to  insure  in  other  States. 
Increase  of  cuar-      Sect.  2.     Said  compauy  may  incrcasc  its  guarantee  capi- 
$150.0011.  tal  to  an  amount  not  exceedini^  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 

sand dollars,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act. 
?eS?KUMwi-*°  Sect.  3.  This  company,  after  providing  for  all  outstand- 
tee  capital.  j^g  p^gj^g^  losscs,  dividcnds  on  guarantee  capital,  incidental 
expenses,  and  other  liabilities,  may  set  aside  each  year  any 
surplus  or  profits  as  a  reserved  fund  to  be  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  the  guarantee  capital;  and  whenever,  after 
the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  commencement  of 
business,  there  shall  be  a  suificient  amount  of  reserved  fund 
to  redeem  the  whole  or  part  of  said  guarantee  capital,  and 
the  corporation  shall  vote  to  redeem  it,  the  same  shall  be 
redeemed. 
uiaf  departm^n  Sect.  4.  Thc  compauy  may,  at  any  time,  abolish  the  mu- 
tual department  by  a  majority  vote  of  its  members,  after 
which  all  insurance  made  by  this  company  shall  be  on  the 
stock  plan,  and  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth  governing  stock  companies.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

Cyhcip.  118  An  Act  respecting  Watchmen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Clubland  badges.  Sect.  1.  Officcrs  of  the  watch  and  watchmen,  when  on 
duty,  may  carry  a  wooden  club,  or  stick,  of  not  more  than 
\  eighteen  inches  in  length ;  and  they  shall  also  carry  or  wear 
upon  their  persons  such  badge  of  office  as  the  mayor  of  any 
city,  or  the  selectmen  of  any  town  where  said  watchmen 
may  be  employed,  may  direct. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi"ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 
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An  Act  limitinor  the  time^for  bringing  Actions  under  the  three  hundred  Chap.  119 
and  twenty-second  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repi'esenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

All  actions  for  damages  claimed  under  the  provisions  of  ^^f„\*^'Jf„*J*gJ« 
the  three  hundred  and  twenty-second  chapter  of  the  acts '''"*''°°"®^'^*''- 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  entitled  "An  Act  con- 
cerning the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  or  Intoxi- 
cating Liquors,"  shall  be  commenced  within  one  year  next 
after  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued,  and  not  after- 
wards.    [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Fees  of  Jurors  and  Witnesses.  Chap.  120 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     The  fees  to  each  person  attending  as  a  grand  ^^«'°''j"''°"- 
juror  or  traverse  juror  in  any  court,  except  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  or  police  court,  shall  be  two  dollars  a  day  for 
his  attendance,  in  addition  to  travel. 

Sect.  2.     The  fees  of  witnesses  in  those  cases  where  one  Fees  of  witnesses. 
dollar  a  day  is  allowed  shall  hereafter  be  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  a  day.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
31,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  Business  of  Pawn  Brokers.  Chap.  121 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1,     The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city,  and  the  Licenses. 
selectmen  of  any  town,  may  license   such  persons  as  they 
deem  suitable  to  carry  on  the   business  of  pawn  brokers, 
within  their  respective  cities  or  towns. 

Sect.  2.  The  licenses  to  such  persons  shall  designate  to  continue  for 
the  place  where  the  business  is  to  be  carried  on,  and  con-  °°®-*^'' ' 
tain  such  conditions  and  restrictions  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  ordinances  and  by-laws  of  the  city  or  town  wherein 
the  same  are  granted,  and  shall  continue  in  force  for  one 
year  unless  sooner  revoked.  Such  licenses  may  be  revoked 
at  any  time. 

Sect.  3.  No  person,  unless  licensed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
c^rry  on  said  business,  or  be  concerned  therein ;  nor  shall 
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Cities  may  dis- 
pense with  act. 


Pews  pergonal 
property. 


any  person,  so  licensed,  carry  on  sucli^business,  or  be  con- 
cerned therein  in  any  other  place  or  manner  than  as  is  des- 
ignated in  his  license,  or  after  notice  to  him  that  said 
license  has  been  revoked,  under  the  penalty  of  a  fine  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars  for  every  offence. 

Sect.  4.     The  city  council  of  any  city  may  suspend  or 
dispense  with  the, provisions  of  this  act  so  far  as  the  same 
Proviso.  apply  to  such  city :  provided,  that  no  offence  committed  and 

no  penalty  incurred  before  such  suspension  shall  take  effect, 
shall  be  affected  thereby ;  and  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  extend  to  any  town  unless  the  inhabitants  thereof 
shall,  at  a  legal  meeting,  adopt  the  same.  {Approved  by 
the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

Chap.  122  An  Act  to  make  Pews  Personal  Property. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  asseinbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Pews  in  all  houses  of  public  worship  shall  be 
personal  property. 

Sect.  2.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  effect  any  existing 
right  of  dower  in  any  pew. 
Inconsistent  acts      Sect.  3.     Thc  thirty-first  section  of  the  sixtieth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  acts  inconsistent  herewith, 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Brookline  Hotel  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  Charles  Wild,  William  Aspinwall,  George  F. 
Homer  and  Nathaniel  Harris,  their  associates  and  succes- 
sors, are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the 
Brookline  Hotel  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
buildings  necessary  and  convenient  for  maintaining  a  hotel 
or  public  house  in  said  Brookline,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  all  the  privileges,  and 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes : 
■provided,  that  no  part  of  said  property  shall  be,  at  any  time, 
leased,  let  or  used  for  illegal  purposes. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  establish  a  Board  of  Insurance  Commissioners.  Chan.  124 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeyita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     A  board  of  insurance  commissioners  is  hereby  f-'on^p's'iou 

•^    established. 

established  in  this  Commonwealth,  which  shall  consist  of 
three  persons,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor, 
with  the  advice  of  the  council,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May  next,  and  who  shall  exercise  the  powers,  and  perform 
the  duties,  hereinafter  prescribed.  The  first  person  ap- Torm»  of  ofBce. 
pointed  on  said  board  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of 
one  year;  the  second  pers'on  appointed,  for  the  term  of  two 
years ;  and  the  third  person  appointed,  for  the  term.of  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  each,  and  here- 
after, when  a  term  shall  expire,  there  shall  be  appointed,  to 
fill  the  vacancy  on  said  board,  a  person  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  so  that  one  new  appoint- 
ment shall  be  made  each  year,  each  new  commissioner  hold- 
ing his  office  for  the  term  of  three  years.  But  any  person 
going  out  of  office,  by  the  expiration  of  his  term,  may  be 
reappointed,  and  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  coun-  movl7e°c™*^'^' 
cil,  may  at  any  time  remove  from  office  any  or  all  of  said 
commissioners,  and  may  fill  all  vacancies -in  said  board 
which  arise  from  removal  or  otherwise. 

Sect.  2.     Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  be^Xrn""^"'** 
the  said  commissioners   shall  severally  make   oath  before 
some  justice  of  a  court  of  record,  or  before   any  two  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  within  the  Commonwealth,  that  they  will 
faithfully  and   impartially  discharge    and   perform  all  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  them,  in  their  said  office,  agreeably 
to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this   Commonwealth,  and 
according  to  their  best  abilities  and  understanding;  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  which  oath  shall  be  returned  within  thirty  be?JtSrn°e*dto*° 
.  days,  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,     secretary. 
Sect.  3.     The  said  commissioners   shall  keep  and  pre- to  keep  record  of 

,„  „,,  :i       e   ^\,     •  J     proceedings,  etc. 

serve,  in  a  permanent  lorm,  a  lull  record  ot  their  proceed- 
ings, including  a  concise  statement  of  the  condition  of  each 
company  visited  or  examined  by  them,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. And  they  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  ^{^^^^pp^*"* 
their  board,  prescribe  his  duties,  and  fix  his  compensation, 
whenever  the  public  good  may  in  their  opinion  require  such 
appointment. 

Sect.  4.     Each  of  said  commissioners  shall  receive,  as  compensation. 
compensation  for   his   services,  five   dollars  for  each  and 
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every  day's  attendance  upon  the  duties  of  his  ofBce,  and  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  twenty  miles  travelled  by 
him  in  the  performance  of  the  same.  And  the  governor  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasury 
therefor,  and  also  for  the  compensation  of  any  clerk  ap- 
pointed and  employed  by  said  commissioners. 

vS'spe^rAc!      Sect.  5.     The  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 

onceintwoyears.  ^^  least  oucc  in  cvcry  two  years,  and  as  much  oftener  as  they 
may  deem  expedient,  shall  visit  every  insurance  company,  of 
whatever  description,  which  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
incorporated  by  authority  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  shall 
have  free  access  to  their  books  and  papers,  and  shall 
thoroughly  inspect  and  examine  all  the  affairs  of  the  said 
companies,  and  make  any  and  all  such  inquiries  as  may  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  said  corpora- 
tions, and  their  ability  to  fulfil  all  the  engagements  made 
by  them,  and  whether  they  have  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  applicable  to  their  transactions :  provided, 

ProTiso.  i\yQ^^  gc^i(j  commissioners  shall  examine  all  insurance  compa- 

nies in  this  Commonwealth,  as  soon  after  this  act  goes  into 

Provided,  also,  operation  as  may  be  :  Oindi  provided,  also,  that  they  shall  ex- 
amine all  insurance  companies  hereafter  established  in  this 
Commonwealth,  within  one  year  after  they  shall  go  iuto 
operation. 

ce«,*e?c™*"una^r      Sect.  6.'     Thc  Said  commissioners,  or  any  of  them,  may 

°^*''-  '  summon  and  examine  under  oath,  all  directors,  officers  or 
agents  of  said  insurance  companies,  and  such  other  persons 
as  they  may  think  proper,  in  relation  to  the  affairs,  transac- 
tions and  condition  of  such  corporations ;    and  any   such 

i^^w^t'es'tify^^"^'  director,  officer,  agent,  or  other  person,  who  shall  refuse, 
without  justifiable  cause,  to  appear  and  testify,  when  there- 
to required  as  aforesaid,  or  who  shall  obstruct,  in  any  way, 
any  commissioner  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  as  prescribed 
by  this  act,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  subject  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  for  each  offence,  or  im- 
prisonment for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year. 

commissionevsto      Sect.  7.     lu  addition  to  the  examination  herein  provided 

examine  on  re-  re  ^ 

wus'e'tc^''^  pe""-  for,  if  any  five  or  more  persons  who  are  officers,  stock- 
holders, members  or  creditors  of  any  insurance  company, 
shall  make  and  sign  an  application  to  said  commissioners, 
requesting  them  to  examine  the  affairs  of  such  company, 
setting  forth,  under  oath,  their  interests  in  said  companj^, 
and  the  reasons  for  making  such  examination,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the   said  commissioners   to   proceed  forthwith 
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and  make  a  full  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  such  corpo- 
ration, in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act. 

Sect.  8.  If  upon  the  examination  of  any  insurance  com-  ?;^*cuon'wi°e 
pany,  a  majority  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  of  "f  insolvency, 
opinion  that  the  same  is  insolvent,  or  that  its  condition  is 
such  as  to  render  its  further  progress  hazardous  to  the 
public,  or  to  those  holding  policies  against  said  corpora- 
tion, it  shall  be  their  duty  to  apply  to  some  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  to  issue  an  injunction  to 
restrain  such  corporation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  further 
proceeding  with  its  business,  until  after  a  full  hearing  in 
the  premises  can  be  had  before  said  court;  and  such  jus- 
tice shall  forthwith  issue  such  injunction,  and  after  a  full 
hearing  of  all  the  parties  interested  in  the  matter,  may  dis- 
solve or  modify  the  said  injunction;  or  make  the  same  per- 
petual, and  may  make  such  orders  and  decrees  to  suspend, 
restrain  or  prohibit,  tire  further  continuance  of  the  business 
of  such  corporation,  as  maybe  needful  in  the  premises; 
and  said  justice  may,  at  his  discretion,  appoint  agents  or  p^fni^e^etrera,' 
receivers  to  take  possession  of  the  property  and  effects  of  ^^'^• 
the  corporation,  subject  to  such  rules  and  orders  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed  by  the  supreme  judicial 
court,  or  any  justice  thereof  in  vacation ;  the  said  court  or 
justice  acting  in  the  matter  according  to  the  course  of 
proceedings  in  equity. 

Sect.  9.  The  said  commissioners,  in  the  month  of  De-  re^ponaunStiir!' 
cember,  annually,  shall  make  a  report  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  of  the  general  conduct  and  condition 
of  the  corporations  visited  by  them  since  their  last  annual 
report,  making  such  suggestions  as  they  shall  deem  expe- 
dient; and  if  any  of  said  corporations  shall,  in  the  opinion  |p,"i»i''«po'''«> 
of  the  commissioners,  be  found  at  any  time  to  have  violated 
any  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  if  the  officers  of  any 
insurance  company  shall  be  found  to  have  violated  any  of 
the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  insurance  companies,  the 
said  commissioners  shall,  forthwith,  make  a  special  report 
on  the  subject  of  such  violation,  containing  such  statements 
and  remarks  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  the  secretary  shall  give  notice 
of  the  same  to  the  attorney-general,  who,  in  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth,  shall  at  once  prosecute  said  company  or 
said  officer,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  such  violations.  The 
secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  cause  the  reports  of  f^^^^^J^'^y'^P'^* 
the  said  commissioners  to  be  printed  and  laid  before  the 
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legislature  at  the  next  session  thereof,  after  the  same  are 
made. 
Violations  by  Sect.  10.     The  Said  commissioners  shall  see  that  all  for- 

foreign  agents.  ..  .  n^i.  j.         i     '  ^         • 

eign  insurance  companies,  and  their  agents,  doing  business 
in  this  Commonwealth,  duly  comply  with  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  relation  to  foreign  insurance  companies ; 
and  when  it  shall  come  to  their  notice,  that  any  such  for- 
eign insurance  compan}^  or  its  agent  has  violated  any  such 
law,  the  said  commissioners  shall  report  the  facts  to  the 
secretary  of  the  CommDnwealth,  who  shall  give  notice  of 

Attorney-srenerai  thc  sauic  to  the  attomcy-general ;  and  the  attorney-general, 
in  Lehalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  prosecute  the  guilty 
parties  for  such  violation. 

Inconsistent  pro-      Sect.  11.     So  mucli  of  thc  fortv-secoud   section  of  the 

visions  repealed.  />      i  t     • 

four  hundred  and  fifty-third  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  m 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  12.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

Chap.  12o  An  Act  to  authorize  Ira  Wixon  and  Elijah  Whittemore  to    construct  a 

Fish  Weir. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Corporator."!.  Sect  1.     That   Ira  Wixon  and   Elijah  Whittemore  are 

hereby  authorized  to  construct  a  fish  weir  near  Hill  Pond 
Point,  so  called,  in  the  town  of  Dennis,  in  the  county  of 

Proviso.  Barnstable  :  jsromV/ec?,  said  weir  shall  cause  no- obstruction- 

to  navigation,  or  encroach  on  the  rights  of  others. 

rtrucung^et*?'  Sect.  2.  All  pcrsons  unlawfully  taking  fish  from  said 
weir,  or  causing  obstructions  to  the  passage  of  fish  to  said 
weir,  or  causing  damage  thereto,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 

How  recovered,  of  twcnty  dollars,  to  bc  recovered  in  any  court  competent 
to  try  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  the  person  who  shall 
prosecute  therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 
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An  Act  concerning  the  Payment  of  Teachers'  Wages.  Chap.  126 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  bij  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  teacher  of  anv  public  school  shall  be  en- ■«'hen  entitled  to 

•'    '■  ,     wages. 

titled  to  receive  his  or  her  wages,  on  demand,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  each  quarter,  and  to  receive  the  amount  of  wages 
due  upon  the  close  of  said  teacher's  term  of  service,  or 
upon  the  close  of  any  single  term,  whether  said  term  be 
of  a  longer  or  shorter  period  than  one  quarter,  or  twelve 
school  weeks. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor^  March  31,  1855.] 


An  Act  ceding  Jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  over  land  in   Barnstable  Chap.  127 
for  a  Custom  House. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se)iate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  oj 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Jurisdiction  is  hereby  granted  and  ceded  to  the  ced^i^^''"°" 
United  States,  over  a  certain  piece  of  land  in  Barnstable,  con- 
taining one  acre,  more  or  less,  now  or  to  be  hereafter  pur- 
chased for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  establishing  thereon 
a  custom  house,  and  consent  is  hereby  given  to  such  pur- 
chase, the  evidence  thereof  being  duly  recorded  in  the  reg- 
istry of  deeds  office  for  the  county  where  said  land  is 
situated  :  provided,  always,  that  this  Commonwealth  shall  Provi.o. 
retain  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  United  States  in  and 
over  the  lands  aforesaid,  so  far  that  all  civil  processes  and  all 
crifiiinal  processes  issuing  under  the  authority  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, may  be  executed  on  said  land  and  in  any  build- 
ings thereon,  or  to  be  erected  thereon,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sect.  2.     The  property  over  which  jurisdiction  is  granted  f^a"fo"!^'^ '"'"" 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  exonerated  and  discharged  from  all 
taxes  and  assessments  while  remaining  the  property  of  the 
Uuited  States  and  used  for  the  purposes  herein  described. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

11 


.574  1855.— Chapters  128,  129. 

Chap.  128  An  Act  to  authorize  Towns  to  establish  Fire  Departments. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

f stabii^h" "^^"^  '^^^  selectmen  of  any  town  in  this  Commonwealth  are 
hereby  authorized  to  establish  a  fire  department  in  their 
respective  towns,  in  the  manner  and  according  to  the  pro- 
visions prescribed  in  an  act  to  regulate  fire  departments, 
passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine;  and  when  so  established, 
the  several  members,  and  all  the  officers  and  companies 
appointed  by  them,  and  the  several  towns  in  which  fire 
departments  may  be   established  under  this  act,  and  the 

ft"c'^fa3m''aa''of  ^"^^^^^'^^^^^^  ^^^^'^o^' s'^^^^  be  subject  to  all  the   duties  and 
^^^'-  liabilities,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the   privileges  and  exemp- 

tions, specified  in  said  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  them  respectively.  \_Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

Cyhcip.  129  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, ifi  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

corporators.  Sect.  1.     Joshua  E.  Bowly,  Nathaniel  Holmes  and  Na- 

than Freeman,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 

Kame.  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  American  Insurance 

Company,  in  the  town  of  Provincetown,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  maritime  loans    and    insurance    against   maritime 

Powers  privi-     losscs  in  the  customary  manner,  with  all  the  powers  and 

Icgcs,  etc.  J  ^  r 

privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities,  set  forth  in  the   thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  statutes  which 
have  since  been  passed  relating  to  marine  insurance  com- 
panies, for  the  term  of  twenty  years. 
?s^tate"m?t^?o''ex-      Sect.  2.     Thc  said  corporation  may  hold  any  estate,  real 
ceedsiu.ooo.       or  pcrsonal,  for  the  use  of  said  company  provided  that  the 
real  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, excepting  such  as  may  be  taken  for  debt  or  held  as 
collateral  security  for  money  due  to  said  company. 
.«.w*^i!  i11°s1mVes      Sect.  3.     The  capital   stock   of  said  company  shall  be 
of  «(iw  eiicii.       £f^y  thou.sand  dollars,  and  shall  be   divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  shall  be   collected  and  paid 
in,  in  such  instalments  and  under  such  provisions  and  pen- 
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alties  as  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company  shall 
direct. 

Sect.  4.     The  said   company  shall  be  restricted  to  an  Limit  of  risks, 
amount  not  exceedinq;  ten  per  cent,  of  their  capital   stock 
on  any  one  risk.     [Approved  by  the    Governor,  March  31, 
1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Hall  Company  in  Chelsea.         Chcip.  130 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     George  B.  Parrot,  William  S.  Clark  and  Ezra  corporators. 
Hawkes,  Jr.,  their  associates  and   successors,   are  hereby 
made  a  corporation  by  the<Jkame  of   the  American  Hall  >'ame. 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  erectino-,  in  the  town  of  Chel- 
sea, buildings  necessary  and  convenient  for  a  public  hall ; 
with  all  the  privileges,  and  subject  to   all  the  duties,  liabil- rowers, privi- 
ities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes :   provided,   that  no   part  of  said 
property  shall  be  at  any  time  leased,  let  or  used,  for  illegal 
purposes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold   such  real  and  per- Keai  and  personal 

1  ,  •  f  ^        ptopertv  not  ex- 

sonal  property  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  lor  the  ceedingsso.uuo. 
purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  amount  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  31,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Iron  Company.  Chcip.  131 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Boston  Iron  Company  in  addition  to  its  ^owers."^ 
present  powers,  is  hereby  authorized  Hb  roll,  cut,  and  other- 
wise work,  metals  other  than  iron,  and  to  grind  grain. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 


676  1855.—CHAPTERS  132,  133,  134. 

Chap.  132  An  Act  to  perpetuate  evidence  of  the  appointment  of  Executors  and  Ad- 
ministrators. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep?'esenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Affidavit  of  ap-        In   anv   case   where   the  affidavit  of  the  notice  of  ap- 

pointment,  etc.,  •/  r 

"emufn^to^udge  poii^tment  of  any  executor  or  administrator  shall  not  have 
of  probate.  been  filed  and  recorded  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
second  section  of  the  sixty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  the  judge  of  probate,  upon  the  petition  of  such 
executor  or  administrator,  and  upon  satisfactory  evidence 
being  furnished  to  him,  that  the  notice,  as  ordered,  was 
given,  may  at  any  time  permit  such  an  affidavit  to  be  filed 
and  recorded,  together  wkk  a  copy  of  the  notice;  and 
when  so  filed,  it  shall  have  tne  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been 
filed  within  the  time  limited  by  said  section.  \^Approved 
by  the  Goveimor,  April  6,  1855.] 

Chup.  133  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  New  England  Glass  Com- 
pany. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Me^e'dlioMoo?"  Sect.  1.  The  New  England  Glass  Company  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  increase  their  capital  stock 

Howused.  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  same  to  be  used  for  an 
addition  to  their  real  estate  and  machinery,  and  for  the 
purchasing  of  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  glass. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.]' 

L/flttp.  lo4:         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Merchants'  Steam  Tow  Boat  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coiwt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics*: 
Corporators.  g^cT.  1.     That  Fraucis  Fisher,  Joel  Bowker,  Jr.,  Wil- 

liam Adams,  Albert  Betteley,  and  George  Nash,  their  asso- 
ciates and  assigns  be  and  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
Name.  jjy  ^j^g  name  of  the  Merchants'  Steam  Tow  Boat  Company, 

Powers.  with  powcr  to  build,  purchase,  hold,  use,  convey  and  em- 

ploy, one  or  more  steamboats  for  towing  vessels  in  and 
about  Boston  Harbor,  and  between  Boston  and  other  ports, 
^e?d*|'i"o',i)oo,''fn  """it^-  ^  capital  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  doUa/s, 
shares  of  siod     divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  such  shares 
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not  to  be  issued  except  on  payment  in  cash  of  the  par  value  under" p'kn'^^"^^ 
thereof. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have   all  the  rights  fj^"^^-"'*''""'^*' 
and  privileges  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  and  to  so  much  of  the  thirty-eighth  chapter 
as  may  be  applicable  to  said  corporation. 

Sect.  3.     Anv  marine  insurance  company  now  incorpo-*f"'^"e insurance 

"  .  ^       Companies  may 

rated,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  incorporated  in  the  city  ^^^^st in^capuai 
of  Boston,  may  invest  so  much  of  its  capital  stock,  or  of 
its  surplus  capital,  not  exceeding  two  per  cent,  of  its  capi- 
tal, as  it  may  deem  expedient,  in  the  capital  stock  of  said 
Merchants'  Steam  Tow  Boat  Company. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Govey^nor,  April  6,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  PunishTcertain  Frauds  and  Cheats.  Chap.  135 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall,  by  the  s^i^ie  ^a™es  mimsh- 
of  three-card  monte,  so  called,  or  by  any  other  game,  device, 
sleight  of  hand,  pretensions  to  fortune-telling,  trick,  or  other 
means  whatever,  by  the  use  of  cards,  or  other  implements 
or  instruments,  obtain  from  any  other  person  or  persons 
any  property  of  any  description,  shall  be  punished  as  in 
case  of  larceny  of  property  of  like  value. 

Sect.  2.  Justices  of  the  peace  within  their  respective  ^^^^lurlsdfction. 
counties,  and  the  several  police  courts  established  by  law 
in  their  respective  counties,  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  the 
offence  herein  created,  to  the  same  extent  as  they  now 
have  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  larceny,  and  all  the  proceed- 
ings before  such  courts  and  justices  shall  be  the  same  as 
in  prosecutions  for  larceny,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  noth- ^pp®*'- *"• 
ing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed,  as  to  restrain 
either  the  right  of  any  person  accused  under  the  provisions 
of  tliis  act,  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  such  justice  or 
court,  or  the  power  of  said  justice  or  court  to  bind  any 
person  or  persons  accused  as  aforesaid,  to  answer  in  a 
higher  court.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 


578  1855.— Chapter  136. 

Chap.  136  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  construction  of  a  Branch  Railroad  into 
the  City  of  Boston  by  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotcs  : 

'^^"21^1^]°"^^''^^      Sect.  1.     The  time  allowed  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 

aiid  building  ex-  •  - 

tended.  road  Corporation  for  building  and  completing  a  branch  rail- 

road into  the  city  of  Boston,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act 
passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eitihteen 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  entitled  ''  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation  to  construct  a 
Branch  Railroad  into  the  City  of  Boston,"  is  hereby  extended 
for  one  year  after  the  repojt  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
'  under  a  Resolve  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  entitled, ''  Resolve  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Commission  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  obviating  the  crossings  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Corpo,ration,  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Corporation,  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Corporation,  and  the  Eastern 
Railroad  Company,  and  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  char- 
ters of  the  same  as  allows  them  to  cross  Causeway  Street 
in  Boston,"  shall  have  been  made  to,  and  finally  acted  upon 
and  disposed  of,  by  the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth. 
drrwau'nocation  Sect.  2.  Thc  time  within  which  the  location  or  any  part 
extended.  thereof  of  the  said  branch  railroad  into  the  city  of  Boston, 

may  be  withdrawn  by  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Cor- 
poration where  the  land  over  which  the  same  is  located  has 
not  been  entered  upon,  or  taken  possession  of,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  on  the  twent}'- 
ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  the  time  of  payment  of 
Damages  for  Lands  taken  for  Railroads,"  is  hereby  extended 
of'''i^53?"ch°^'5i!  during  the  same  time  granted  by  the  first  section  of  this 
sec. 2, extended.' act  for  the  bulldiug  of  Said  branch  railroad,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second  section  of  an  act  passed  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
three,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  re- 
lating to  County  Commissioners,  and  also  in  relation  to  Rail- 
roads," are  to  be  in  force  during  the  time  hereby  given  for 
the  withdrawal  of  said  location  or  any  part  thereof,  so  far 
as  relates  to  said  location.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  6,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  relation  to  Libels  for  Divorce.  Chap.  137 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Upon  every  libel  for  divorce  for  adultery  com-  ^^^^Ji'^^^fovIfM- 
mitted  by  the  husband,  or  on  account  of  his  being  sentenced  J^[.^heTmX"I^ 
to  confinement  to  hard  labor,  and  also  upon  every  libel  for  ^f^l^SJien."*  '''"'^ 
divorce  from  bed  and  board  for  any  cause  whatever,  in 
order  to  secure  to  the  wife  and  to  such  children  as  may  be 
committed  to  her  care  and  custody,  a  suitable  support  and 
maintenance,  an  attachment  of  the  husband's  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  may  be  made  by  the  ofl&cer  serving  such  libel. 

Sect.  2.     When  the  party  complained  of  is  within  the  ^o'^^'^X"when 
State,  and  the  libel  is  filed  in  vacation,  in  the  office  of  the  f^^'Jtate.'""'"" 
clerk  of  the  court  which  has  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  the 
attachment  may  be  made  upon  the  summons  which  may  be 
issued  thereon,  in  the  same  manner  as  attachments  are  now 
made  upon  writs  in  actions  at  common  law. 

Sect.  3.     In  case   the  libel  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  samesubjaat. 
presented  to  the  court,  the  attachment  may  be  made  upon 
the  order  of  notice  issued  thereon  in  the  same  manner  as 
attachments  are  now  made  upon  writs  in  actions  at  common 
law. 

Sect.  4.     All  laws  relating  to   attachments  of  real  or  ^aws^of^attach- 
personal  estate  shall  be  in  force  in  respect  of  the  attach- f°'"'=^'«''^- 
ments   herein   provided  for,  so  far  as   the   same  are  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  5.     The  amount  for  which  the  attachment  shall  be  ^^^™^f,^l- 

tachment  to  U9 

made,  shall  be  expressed  in  the  summons  or  order  of  notice  expressed, 
upon  which  it  is  made. 

Sect.  6.  In  causes  for  divorce  depending,  the  wife  Il-'mony!etc^  *° 
shall  be  entitled  to  alimony,  pendente  lite,  and  means  to 
carry  on  the  prosecution  or  defence,  which  may  exceed  the 
taxable  costs  whenever  the  same  shall  be  just  and  equitable 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  as  adminis- 
tered in  the  ecclesiastical  courts. 

Sect.  7.  In  all  cases  in  which  the  supreme  judicial  ^;g'^-{^°"^\i|°J?f; 
court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  shall  be  required  to  adjudicate  ^^ ''^^'^''^^■ 
relative  to  the  custody  of  children  pending  any  controversy 
between  the  parents  thereof,  or  in  regard  to  the  final  pos- 
session by  the  parents  respectively,  the  happiness  and  wel- 
fare of  such  children  shall  determine  the  custody  or  posses- 
sion into  which  they  shall  be  placed,  and  the  respective 
rights  of  the  parents  thereto,  in  the  absence  of  misconduct, 
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shall  be  lield  to  be  equal,  and  the  said  court  shall  have  full 
powers  as  a  court  of  chancery  to  make  all  such  orders  and 
decrees  from  time  to  time  in  relation  to  such  custody  or 
possession,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  and  proper  in  order 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  effect. 
Libels  not  to  be      Sect.  8.     No  libcl  for  divorce  broudit  for  the  cause  set 

defeated   bv  cer-  •       i         i 

tain  actions.  forth  in  thc  ouc  huudrcd  and  twenty-sixth  chapter  of  the 
statutes  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  shall 
be  defeated  by  any  merely  temporary  return  or  other  act 
that  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  made  or  done  by  the  party 
deserting,  with  the  intent  to  defeat  the  operations  of  said 
statutes :  provided,  tha't  it  shall  also  be  apparent  that  such 
return  or  other  act,  was  not  made  or  done  in  good  faith, 
and  such  shall  be  taken  to  have  been  the  meaning  of  said 
statutes. 

Tste'lldeT  "'^  """^  Sect.  9.  The  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  re- 
lating to  Divorce,"  passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  are  extended  to 
all  divorces  that  may  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  de- 
creed, by  the  competent  tribunals  of  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Union. 

Sect.  10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

Chap.  138     An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Fayette  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Dana  Sargcut,  Mauonuau  Cram  and  Euoch  Bart- 

lett,  of  Lawrence,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 

Name.  of  the    Faycttc    Mutual   Fire   Insurance    Company,  to    be 

Duration.  established  in  said  Lawrence,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight 

years,  for  the  purpose   of  insuring  buildings  and  personal 
property  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire,  upon  the  mutual 

le^alic.^'''^'  pi'iiiciple ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  contained  in 
the  general  laws  relating  to  the  subject. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [App7^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 
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An  Act  relating  to  the  Assignment  of  Rooms  in  the  State  House.       Chap.  139 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows: 

Sect.  1.     The  commissioners  appointed  under  the  pro-  commisBioners 

'^  ^  /.I        n,  to  assign  apart- 

visions  of  the  act  relating  to  the  enlargement  of  the  State  mems. 
House,  approved  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  committee  on  public  buildings  of  the  present 
house  of  representatives,  are  hereby  authorized  to  deter- 
mine  and   adjudge  to   what  uses    the  several  departments 
in  the  said  new  structure  shall  be  put,  and  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  file  a  certificate  of  their  doings  in  the  premises  in  to  me  certificate, 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  State,  before   the  said  apart- 
ments shall  be  occupied :  provided,  however,  that  the  doings  Proviso. 
of  said  commissioners  and   said  committee,  as  provided  in 
this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  governor 
and  council. 

Sect.  2.     So  much  of  the  act  relating  to  the  enlargement  J"peaied!*°* *"' 
of  the  State  House,  approved  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as 
is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7^o.ved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Organization  of  Corporations.  Chcip.  140 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  third  section  of  the  forty-fourth  chapter  ^"^PrgaXd. 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  so  far  amended  that  the  first  ^'°- 
meeting  of  all  corporations  shall,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  in  their  acts  of  incorporation,  be  called  by  the 
person,  or  a  majority  of  the  persons,  named  in  the  act  of 
incorporation,  in  the  mode  indicated  in  the  said  third  sec- 
tion ;  and  said  persons  so  named,  and  their  associate  sub- 
scribers to  stock  prior  to  the  date  of  their  act,  shall  be 
considered  the  persons  authorized  to  hold  the  franchise  or 
privileges  granted,  until  the  corporation  shall  be  organized. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 
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Chap.  141  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  to  amend  and  refile 

its  location. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Seiiate  and  House  of  Repj'esenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  auWiority  of 
the  same,  as  foUoivs  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  is  hereby  au- 
thorized, at  any  time  within  six  months,  to  make  and  file 
an  amended  location  of  their  road  not  exceeding  five  rods 
in  width,  on  any  land  actually  in  their  possession  on  the 
first  day  of  January  last. 

Sect.  2.  Such  amended  location  shall  not  be  a  waiver 
of  or  impair  any  rights  they  now  have,  nor  shall  they  there- 
by acquire  any  right  in  land  not  actually  in  their  possession 
on  said  first  day  of  January  last. 

Sect.  3.  All  persons  injured  by  such  amended  location 
shall  have  the  remedies  provided  by  law  for  persons  whose 
land  or  other  property  is  taken  for  the  construction  or 
maintenance  of  railroads. 

Sect.  4.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  affect  any  private  right  in  any  land  or  other 
property  concerning  which  land  or  property  any  action  has 
been  commenced  and  is  now  pending  against  said  corpora- 
tion. 

Sect.  5.  The  route  selected  by  said  railroad  in  Law- 
rence for  the  construction  of  its  road,  is  hereby  confirmed. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.]" 

Chcip.  142  An  Act  to  incorporate  the   Plymouth   Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  in  Ply- 
mouth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  James  L.  Hunt,  William  R.  Sever,  Lemuel  Brad- 
ford, Jr.,  Moses  Bates,  Jr.,  Frederick  W.  Robbins,  Benja- 
min Hubbard,  Ephraim  Holmes,  Roland  E.  Cotton,  William 
L.  Finney,  William  H.  Spear,  Daniel  J.  Lane,  Daniel  J. 
Robbins,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Plymouth  Five  Cents 
Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of  Plymouth ; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  and  subject  to  allthe 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  other  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth  relative   to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  siuns 
as  small  as  five  cents. 


May  amend  loca- 
tion. 


Location  not  to 
Impair  rights. 


Remedy  for  in- 
jured parties. 


Not  to  affect 
pending  actions. 


Route  confirmed. 


Corporators. 


Powers,  privi- 
leges, etc. 


Deposits. 
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Sect.  3.     Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  Trustees  may  pay 

^         /-,  .  -^  •'    to  minors,  etc. 

minor,  the  trustees  or  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
liim  or  her,  although  no  g-uardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not 
have  authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same ;  and  the  check,  ^y,'^^""'^ '^•="'1" 
receipt,  or  acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if 
the  same  was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  said  minor  or- the 
said  minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  per- 
sonally by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Greenfield  Tool  Cohipany  to  issue  Preferred  Stock.  CiUip.  143 

Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The   Greenfield  Tool  Company,  a  corporation  sray  issue  250 
organized  and  doing  business  in  Greenfield,  under  the  act  stock. 
relating   to  joint  stock  companies,  passed  May   fifteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue 
preferred  stock  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares, 
the  said  company  to  give  its   guaranty  that  each   sliare  of  ^°^^P^J'/e*g%, 
said  stock  shall  receive   semi-annual  dividends  of  four  dol-  """"ai dividends. 
lars  on  each  share  :  provided,  that  no  share  of  such  preferred  rioviso. 
stock  shall  be  issued  until  the   said  comi)any  shall  receive 
one  hundred  dollars  therefor. 

Sect.  2.     No    dividends    to    exceed    four   dollars    on   a  U'VKiends limited 
share,  semi-annually,  shall  be  made  on  such  preferred  stock 
under  any  circumstances,  but  any  holder  of  such  preferred  mav'bcci-'*''^'' 
stock  may,  at  any  time,  surrender  the  whole  or  any  part  of '^^''"*'''^'^- 
the  preferred  stock  held  by  him,  and  receive  an  equal  num- 
ber of  shares  of  stock  not  preferred  in  place  thereof:  joro- 
vided,  that  no  such   exchange   shall  be  made  witliin   two  ^ro^'so. 
months  next  preceding  the  making  any  dividend  as  afore- 
said. • 

Sect.  3.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  con-  HghJl^Vabiiitlcs" 
strued  to  take  away  any  individual  liability  of  any  officer  ''''=• 
or  member  of  said  company  for  the  debts  or  any  debt  of 
said  company,  nor  to  impair  any  right  or  remedy  of  any 
present  or  future  creditor  of  said  company,  nor  to  give  to 
said  company  any  right  or  privilege  except  that  to  issue 
preferred  stock  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  4.     In  case  of  a  dissolution  or  termination  of  said  i-rpfoned  stock- 

1111  n  f  1  -IT  I'clders  to  nceive 

company,  the  holders  01  preterred  stock  shall  be  entitled '^'"payment, etc. 
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to  payment  of  the  same  in  full  next  after  payment  of  the 
debts  of  the  company,  and  before  any  payments  to  the 
holders  of  stock  not  preferred. 
When  and  how  to  Sect.  5.  TMs  act  shall  take  efiect  when  accepted  by  the 
takec  ect.  stocklioldcrs  of  sald  Greenfield  Tool  Company,  at  a  meet- 
ing regularly  called  for  that  purpose,  by  an  affirmative  vote 
of  not  less  than  seven-eighths  of  the  stock  represented  at 
such  meeting.     [Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  6, 1855.] 

Chap.  144  An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  Boston  Sewing  Machine  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs : 
Name  changed.  Sect.  1.  The  corporatc  name  of  the  Boston  Sewing 
Machine  Company,  incorporated  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four,  is  hereby  changed,  and  said  corporation 
shall  hereafter  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Grover  and  Baker  Sewing  Machine  Company. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

Chap.  145  An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  authorizing  Leroy  M.  Yale  and  others  to 
construct  a  Marine  Railway  in  the  Harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

May  extend  ma-       Sect.  1.     That  Thomas  Bradley,  T.  Barrows  and  J.  J. 

feet.'^^'^*^  Barrows,  K.  G.  Luce  and  Thomas  Barrows,  for  the  heirs  of 
L.  M.  Yale,  (deceased,)  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  allowed  to  extend  their  marine  railway  one  hundred 
feet  further  into  the  channel  of  said  harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole, 
and  to  drive  such  piles  and  place  such,  buoys  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  protection  and  convenience  of  said  rail- 
way. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  ^hall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

Chap.  146  An  Act  relating  to  Gas-Light  Companies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Not  less  than  ten      Sect.  1.     Any  Bumbcr  of  psrsous  not  less  than  ten,  who 

persons  may  be-  ''  ,.■■■.,.  •    ^        j.i  i 

come  a  bo,iy  cor- gi^all,  by  au  agrccmcnt   in   writmg,  associate   themselves 
pose^of  mawug  togcthcr  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  selling  gas  for  light 
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in  any  town  or  city  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  who 
shall  comply  with  the  provisions  of  "An  Act  relating  to 
Joint  Stock  Companies,"  passed  May  fifteenth,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  shall,  with  their 
successors  and  assigns,  be  and  remain  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate, with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  said  act,  and 
in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes :  provided,  that  in  such  towns  and  cities  of  this  Proviso. 
Commonwealth  as  there  may  be  existing  gas  companies  in 
active  operation,  no  additional  similar  corporation  shall  be 
organized,  unless  the  parties  therein  are  inhabitants  of  said 
town,  nor  unless  the  existing  corporation  shall  have  realized 
an  annual  yearly  dividend  on  their  capital  stock  of  seven 
per  cent,  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

Sect.  2.     Everv  corporation  oro;anized   under  the  pro- Powers,  «tc.,  of 

J  I  ~  ...       corporation. 

visions  of  this  act,  shall  have  power  and  authority,  with  the 
consent  in  writing  of  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  or  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city,  to  dig  up  and  open  the 
ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways  of 
said  town  or  city,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking,  renewing,  or 
repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be  necessary 
to  sink  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  object  of  such 
corporation  :  provided,  that  such  corporation  shall  be  held  Proviso. 
to  put  every  such  street,  lane,  or  highway,  into  as  good 
repair  as  the  same  was  in  before,  and  at  the  time  of  such 
digging  up  and  opening,  under  the  penalty  of  being  prose- 
cuted as  a  nuisance. 

Sect.  3.  The  selectmen  of  any  town,  and  the  mayor  and  ^u'j^^ectYo control 
aldermen  of  any  city,  in  which  any  pipes  or  conductors  of  of'^^isctmen.etc. 
any  such  corporation  shall  be  sunk,  shall,  at  all  times,  have 
the  power  to  regulate,  restrict,  and  control,  all  the  acts  and 
doings  of  such  corporation,  which  may  in  any  manner  afiect 
the  health,  safety,  convenience,  or  property,  of  any  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  city. 

Sect.  4.     Any  manufacturing,  machine,  or  other  company,  ^^'a^^ak^stock* 
having  its  place  of  business  in  any  city  or  town  into  which  «tc. 
it  is  proposed  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  gas  for  light- 
ing purposes,  may  take  and  hold   stock  in  such  gas-light 
company  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock  of 
said  gas-light  company. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 
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Chnp.  147  -A^"  Act  autliorizing  the  increase  of  Capital  Stoclt  of  the  Day  Cordage 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

raiiitaiiiicicasca  Sect.  1.  TliG  Dav  Cordai'C  Compaiiy,  a  corporatioii  cs- 
tablislicd  by  law  passed  the  tliirticth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  increase  their  capital  stock  in  the  amount  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
real  or  personal  estate  necessary  and  convenient  for  can-y- 
ing  on  their  business. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

Chap.  148  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Fairhaven  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  tlte  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Fimiau   E.    Whitwcll,  Isaiali    F.    Terry,    William    L.  B. 

Gibbs,  their  associates  and   successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
Name.  corporation  by  the  name   of  the   Fairhaven  Mutual  Marine 

Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
Duration,  haven,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years,  for  the  purpose 
Purpose.  of  making  insurance  on  the  mutual  principle,  against  losses 
by  fire,  and  also  against  maritime  losses,  with  all  the   pow- 
iMwcrs,  privi-    ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions 
and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  statutes  which 
have  since  been  passed  or  which  may  hereafter  be  passed, 
relating   to   mutual  fire   and  marine   insurance  companies. 
[^Ajjproved  by  the  Governor,  April  G,  1855.] 


Chan.  149  An  Act  further  to  extend    the  time  for  the  construction  of  the  Eastern 

Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Time  for  con-  Sect.  1.     Thc   tiiiic   allowcd   to    the   Eastern   Railroad 

tended!  Company  for  constructing  an  extension  of  their  railroad, 

under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and 

fifty-two,  entitled  ''  An  Act  concerning  the  Grand  Junction 

Railroad  and  Depot  Company  and  the  Eastern  Railroad 
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Company,"  chapter  three  hundred  and  six,  is  hereby  extend- 
ed to  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
six. 

Sect.  2.     The  time  within  which  the  location  of  the  said  T'"'^^*' 7',"'; 

flrawal  of  loctl- 

extension  of  the,  said  railroad  may  be  withdrawn,  under  the  ^'''" ''^t"'''«'^- 
provision  of  an  act  passed  April  twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four,  is  hereby  extended  to  the  same  limit  as 
is  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  and  the  provision  ofr™^'?'"?"^*"'"^*' 

1  I  f  '  _  1  _  to  be  m  force. 

the  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  nineteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-tliree,  chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty -first, 
entitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  relating  to 
County  Commissioners,"  and  also  in  relation  to  railroads, 
are  to  be  in  force  during  such  limit,  so  far  as  relates  to  said 
location. 

Sect.  3,     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  divide  the  Town  of  Andover,  and  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Chci/p.  loO 
North  Andover. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     All  that  part  of  the   town  of  Andover,  in  the  Boundaries  of 

/>   -r^  1   •    1       T  11  1  1  /•      1       ^orth  Andover. 

county  or  Jiissex,  which  lies  northerly  and  easterly  or  the 
following  line,  viz. :  Beginning  on  the  easterly  bank  of  the 
Shawsheen  River  at  a  stake  at  the  bend  in  said  river,  a  few 
rods  westerly  of  the  bridge  where  it  is  crossed  by  the 
Salem  Turnpike ;  thence  southerly  on  the  line  dividing  the 
North  and  South  Parishes  of  said  Andover  to  a  stake  and 
stones  by  the  road  and  near  the  house  of  Benjamin  Rogers  ; 
thence  southerly  on  the  said  parish  line  to  a  stake  and 
stones  at  the  point  where  the  said  parish  line  crosses  the 
Salem  road,  east  of  the  house  of  Widow  Betsey  Jenkins-; 
thence  across  said  Salem  road,  on  said  parish  line,  to  the 
town  line  of  North  Reading, — is  hereby  incorporated  into 
a  separate  town  by  the  name  of  North  Andover.  And  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town  of  North  Andover  are  hereby  Powers,  prwi- 
invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  shall  be  "^'"^^ 
subject  to  all  the  duties  and  requisitions,  to  which  other 
towns  are  entitled  and  subjected  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.     The  inhabitants   of  said  town  of  North  Ando-  iniiabuants  to 
ver    shall    bo    holden  to  pay  all   arrears  of  taxes  legally^  ^pecmod. 
assessed  upon  them  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  the 
said  town  of  North  Andover  shall  be  holden  to  pay  its 
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proportion  of  all  state  and  county  taxes  which  the  said 
town  of  Andover  may  be  required  to  pay  previous  to  the 
taking  of  the  next  State  valuation,  said  proportion  to  be 
ascertained  and  determined  by  the  valuation  of  the  town 
of  Andover  next  preceding  the  passage  of  this  act.  And 
the  said  town  of  North  Andover  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  assess  such  proportion  of  the  state  and 
county  taxes  required  to  be  raised  by  the  town  of  An- 
dover, determined  and  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  upon  the 
polls  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  North  Andover, 
and  pay  the  same  on  demand  to   the  said  town  of  Andover. 

deZS^'rlcdve      Sect.  3.     Thc    Said    town  of   North  Andover  shall    be 

pe?o°."'°"°*'"^°'^o^^^^  ^0  P^y  ^^^  proportion  of  the  debts  due,  and  owing 
by,  and  of  all  liabilities  existing  against  the  town  of  An- 
dover at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  of  the  town  of  Andover  its  proportion 
of  all  tho  corporate  property  now  owned  by  the  town  of 
Andover,  such  proportions  to  be  ascertained  and  deter- 
mined by  the  valuation  of  the  town  of  Andover  next  pre- 
ceding the  passage  of  this  act. 

Invportid!"^'  Sect.  4.  The  said  towns  of  Andover  and  North  Ando- 
ver shall  be  respectively  liable  for  the  support  of  all  per- 
sons who  now  are  relieved  or  may  hereafter  be  relieved  as 
paupers,  whose  settlement  was  gained  by,  or  derived  from, 
a  residence  within  their  respective  limits. 

Trustees  of  Pun-      Sect.  5.     Thc  Puuchard  Frcc  School  in  Andover   shall 

chard  Free 

School,  how  to  be  1)0  free  for  all  youths  resident  m  said  town  of  North  Ando- 

chosen,  etc.  J 

ver  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  North  Andover 
shall  retain  their  right  to  unite  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Andover  in  the  election  of  trustees  of  said  school  : 
the  meetings  for  this  purpose  to  be  held  in  Andover,  and 
the  lists  of  persons  belonging  to  both  of  said  towns  quali- 
Eights  In  trust    fjed  to  votc,  to  bc  used  at  such  elections.     And  any  rights 

funds,  etc.,  to  re-  '  o      t  •  n   xt         i  i 

niatn  as  before di-Tj^hieh  the  inhabitants  of  the   said  town  of  North  Andover 

vision. 

have  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  in  or  to  any 
trust  funds  or  the  income  thereof  now  held  by  any  person 
or  corporation  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Andover,  shall  remain  the  same  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed. 
If  towns  disagree      Sect.  6.     In  casc  the  said  towns  shall  disagree  in  respect    i 

C   C.  Pleas  may  "  '^  -^ 

commiMio'nl?8  ^^  ^^^^  divlslott  of  paupcrs,  town  property,  town  debts,  or 
state  and  county  taxes,  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the 
county  of  Essex  is  hereby  authorized  to,  and  shall,  on  appli- 
cation of  either  town,  appoint  three  disinterested  persons 
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as  commissioners  to  hear  the  parties  and  award  thereon; 
and  their  award,  or  that  of  any  two^of  them,  when  accepted 
by  said  court,  shall  be  final. 

Sect.  7.     The  said  town  of  Andover,  in  consideration  of  coramisstonersto 
the  various  disadvantages  arising  to  North  Andover  from  ^^^t?^  disagree- 
the  division  hereby  made,  shall  pay  to  the  said  town  of 
North  Andover  such  sum  as   the  commissioners  above  pro- 
vided for  shall  determine,  in  case  the  said  towns  shall  not 
be  able  to  agree  upon  the  sum  so  to  be  paid. 

And  the  said  town  of  Andover  shall,  within  two  years  cj^y^^f*^! ^^e- 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  furnish  to  the  said  town  of  ^'^Jjcijjo  Nonh 
North  Andover  a  full  and  correct  copy  of  all  the  records 
kept  by  the  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Andover,  now  in 
existence,  up  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act;  and 
all  other  records  of  the  town  of  Andover,  shall  be  accessi- 
ble to  the  citizens  and  real  estate  owners  of  North  Ando- 
ver. 

Sect.  8.  The  said  town  of  North  Andover  shall  remain  J*;°';'g^„'*'f  ^J^Yof 
a  part  of  the  town  of  Andover,  for  the  purpose  of  electing -^j^^^°^cr^for^^the 
State  officers,  senators  and  representatives  to  the  general  o«''^e"'«'«- 
court,  and  representatives  to  congress,  urtil  the  next  de- 
cennial census  shall  be  taken,  or  until  another  apportion- 
ment of  representatives  to  the  general  court  shall  be  made. 
The  meetings  for  the  choice  of  said  ofricers  shall  be  called 
by  the  selectmen  of  Andover,  who  shall  preside  at  said 
meetings ;  and  the  selectmen  of  North  Andover  shall  make 
a  true  list  of  persons  belonging  to  said  town  of  North 
Andover  qualified  to  vote  at  every, such  election;  and  the 
same  shall  be  taken  and  used  by  the  selectmen  of  Andover, 
for  such  election,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  pre- 
pared by  themselves.  Such  meetings  shall  be  held  in  the 
towns  of  Andover  and  North  Andover,  respectively,  in 
alternate  years,  commencing  with  the  town  of  North 
Andover. 

Sect.  9.  Any  justice  of  the  "peace  for  the  county  of  ^i-^'^Xd"^' 
Essex,  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  warrant  to  any 
principal  inhabitant  of  said  town  of  North  Andover,  re- 
quiring him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  to  meet 
at  the  time  and  place  therein  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  all  such  town  officers  as  towns  are  by  law  author- 
ized and  required  to  choose  at  their  annual  meetings. 

Sect.   10.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1855.] 

13 
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Chap.  151  An  Act  relative  to  State  Paupers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Expense  of  trans-      Sect.  1.     That  each  citv  and  town  shall  be  allowed,  for 

portingStatepau-  ^  •  i  i  i-i 

pers,  how  paid,  the  cxpcnsc  01  trauspoi'ting  each  and  every  fetate  pauper 
to  the  State  almshouses,  five  cents  for  each  mile  of  the  dis- 
tance from  said  city  or  town  to  said  institution,  to  be  paid 
from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  superintendent  of  the  institution  where  such 
pauper  shall  be  received. 

fo'^^yfo'l-Tup^ort      ^ECT,  2.     Each  city  and  town  shall  receive,  for  the  sup- 

totoVns,  etc.  pgrt  of  such  State  paupers  as  arc  unable  to  be  removed  to 
the  State  almshouses,  by  reason  of  sickness  or  other  disa- 
bility, such  reasonable  allowance  as  the  inspectors  of  the 
institution  to  which  said  paupers  would  be  committed  if 
under  no  disability,  sliall  deem  to  be  just,  to  be  paid  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon  the  certificate  of 

Proviso.  the  inspectors  of  said  institution :  provided,  that  no  city  or 

town  shall  have  the  benefit  of  this  section  unless  such  city 
or  town  shall  have  duly  notified  the  superintendent  of  said 
institution  of  the  sickness  or  other  disability  of  any  pauper 
or  paupers,  and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  said  city  or  town 
to  claim  said  allowance  from  the  date  of  their  said  notice. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  elfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approvcd  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1855.] 

Chap.  152  An  Act  concerning  the  Duties  and  Rights  of  Jurors. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Butyof  jiiryin        In  all  trials  for  criminal  ofi'ences  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

criminal  trials.  *' 

the  jury  to  try  according  to  established  forms  and  princi- 
ples of  law  all  causes  which  shall  be  committed  to  them, 
and  after  having  received  the  instructions  of  the  court,  to 
decide  at  their  discretion,  by  a  general  verdict,  both  the 
fact  and  the  law  involved  in  the  issue,  or  to  find  a  special 
Court  to  superin- ycrdict,  at  their  election;  but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

tend  trials,  etc.  '  '  ... 

court  to  superintend  the  course  of  the  trials,  to  decide  upon 
the  admission  and  rejection  of  evidence,  and  upon  all  ques- 
tions of  law  raised  during  the  trials,  and  upon  all  collateral 
and  incidental  proceedings,  and  also  to  charge  the  jury  and 
to  allow  bills  of  exception;  and  the  court  may  grant  a  new 
trial  in  cases  of  conviction.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
4pn7  7,1855.] 


1855.— Chapter  153.  591 

An  Act  to  establish  a  Pplice  Court  in  the  City  of  Roxbury.  Chap.  153 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     A  police  court  is  hereby  establislicd  in  the  city  iTsubaXd.'' 
of  Roxbury,  to  consist  of  one  competent  and  discreet  per- 
son, to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  exclu-  Jurisdiction, 
sive  jui'isdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors 
committed  within  said  city  of  Roxbury  whereof  justices  of 
the  peace  now  have  or  may  hereafter  have  jurisdiction  ;  also 
of  all  suits  and  actions  which  may  now  or  at  any  time  here- 
after be  heard,  tried  and  determined  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  whenever  all  the  parties 
shall  reside  in  Roxbury,  and  service  of  the  writ  shall  be  had 
on  the  defendant  in  said  county ;  but  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  shall  not  be  affected  by  this  act. 
The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion, with  justices  of  tlie  peace,  in  said  county  of  Norfolk, 
over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors  whereof  justices 
of  the  peace  within  said  county  now  have  or  may  have  juris- 
diction ;  also  of  all  suits  and  actions  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

Sect.  3.  An  a{)peal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments  Appeal  aiiowcd. 
of  said  police  court  in  like  manner  and  to  the  same  extent 
that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments  of  just 
tices  of  the  peace  ;  and  the  justice  of  said  police  court  shall 
not  l^e  or  act  as  counsel  for  any  party  in  any  cause  which 
may  be  pending  in  said  court,  or  which  shall  have  been  heard, 
tried  or  examined  therein. 

Sect.  4.  The  justice  of  said  court  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  justice, 
salary  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  of 
which,  if  above  that  sum,  shall  be  determined  not  oftener 
than  once  in  each  year  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  city 
council  of  said  city ;  and  said  salary  shall  be  paid  in  equal 
quarterly  payments  out  of  the  treasury  of  said  city,  and 
shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  which  he  is  or  may  hereafter 
be  required  or  authorized  to  perform  as  said  justice. 

Sect.  5.     A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice  at  some  fJ'JJ^^'j^ij^  °"^° 
suitable  place  in  said  city  of  Roxbury,  to  be  provided  at  the 
expense  of  said  city,  on  every  day  of  the  week,  Sundays, 
Christmas,  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  public  days  of  Thanks- 
giving and  Fast  excepted,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  fore- 
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noon,  and  as  much  oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors ;  and  on  one 
day  in  each  week,  to  be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said 
justice,  for  the  entry  and  trial  of  civil  actions.  And  said 
justice  may  adjourn  said  court  as  justices  of  the  peace  may 
now  adjourn  the  same  hearings  or  trials,  and  he  shall  from 
time  to  time  establish  all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly 
and  uniform  conducting  of  the  business  of  the  court. 
.ju»tice  to  keep       Sect,  6.     Thc  iusticc  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  record 

record  and  make  -,.      '.  .-,  ,  titii  i_  i_ 

return.  of  all  procccdings  m  said  court,  and  shall  make  return  to 

the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes,  and  of  his  doings 
therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace  are  now 
by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also  annually,  in  the 
month  of  December,  exhibit  to  the  city  council  of  said  city 
of  Koxbury  a  true  and  faithful  statement  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived by  him  as  fees. 

Fine*,  etc.,  how      Sect.  7.     All  fiucs  and  forfeitures  and  all  costs  in  crimi- 

disposed  of.  ^^^^  prosecutions  in  said  court  shall  be  received  by  said  jus- 
tice, and  shall  be  by  him  accounted  for  and  paid  over  to  the 
same  persons  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  penal- 
ties as  are  by  law  prescribed  in  the  case  of  justices  of  the 
peace.  All  costs  in  such  prosecutions  not  thus  received  shall 
be  made  up,  taxed,  certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid 
in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  case  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

Fees  paid  to  city  SscT.  8.  All  fccs  and  chargcs  of  said  iustice,  both  in  civil 
and  criminal  proceedings,  shall  be  received  by  him,  and  by 
him  accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  said  city  of 
Roxbury,  quarterly. 

Jurisdiction  not  Sect.  9.  The  jurisdiction  of  said  police  court  shall  not 
be  limited  by  reason  of  any  interest  on  the  part  of  the  jus- 
tices of  said  court  in  the  payment  of  fines  and  costs  into  the 
treasury  of  said  city  of  Roxbury  or  county  of  Norfolk. 

Two  special  jus-  Sect.  10.  Thcrc  shall  bc  appointed  by  the  govcrnor,  by 
and  Avith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  two  special 
justices  of  said  court,  either  of  whom  shall  have  power,  in 
case  of  the  absence,  sickness,  interest,  or  other  disability  of 
the  standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to 
hear  and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice,  until  such 

How  paid.  disability  be  removed.  And  said  special  justices  shall  bc 
paid  for  the  services  as  performed  by  them,  out  of  the  salary 
of  the  standing  justice,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice 
would  be  entitled  to  for  the  same  service. 

Pending  actions,      Sect.  11.     All  suits,  actious  and  prosecutions  which  shall 

how  disposed  of.  ,  .  -,      .  t>  -n       ^  i      r-  '      i.'  c 

be  pending  withm  said  city  of  Roxbury  beiore  any  justice  oi 
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the  peace  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  heard  and 
determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sect.  12.     The  governor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  Jus-tice?  now 

,.  ,  ^  „     ,  .,^  .•^.,  ,    appointed. 

the  advice  and  consent  or  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing and  special  justices  at  any  time  after  receiving  notice  of 
the  acceptance  of  this  act  by  the  city  council  of  Roxbury. 

Sect.  13.  The  city  council  of  Roxbury  may,  whenever  cuy_councn  may 
the  business  of  said  court  shall  in  the  judgment  of  said 
council  require  it,  elect,  by  concurrent  vote,  a  suitable  per- 
son to  act  as  clerk  of  said  court.  Such  clerk,  when  deter- 
mined on,  shall  be  chosen  annually,  and  shall  be  sworn  to  to  be  sworu  and 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall 
give  bond  to  the  city  of  Roxbury  in  such  sum  as  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  said  city  shall  from  time  to  time  determine, 
with  surety  or  sureties  to  the  acceptance  of  the  city  treas- 
urer, with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.     Said  clerk  shall  not  be  retained  or  employed  cierknot  tote 

,     ,  ,  counsel. 

as  counsel  or  attorney  m  any  suit,  complaint,  or  other  pro- 
ceeding whatever  before  said  court,  nor  in  any  which  shall 
have  been  heard  and  tried  or  examined  therein.  Said  clerk,  duties  or  cknk. 
when  chosen,  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  said 
standing  justice  by  sections  six,  seven  and  eight  of  this  act. 
In  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  said  clerk  after  he  shall 
have  been  chosen,  the  court  shall  appoint  a  clerk  pro  tem- 
pore, who  shall  act  until  the  standing  clerk  shall  resume  the 
duties  of  his  office  or  another  shall  be  chosen,  as  herein 
provided  ;  said  clerk  pro  tempore  shall  receive  the  same 
rate  of  compensation  for  his  services  as  the  standing  clerk, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  salary  of  said  standing  clerk.  Said  •'^aiary. 
standing  clerk  shall  receive  in  full  compensation  for  all  his 
services  as  clerk,  except  for  certificates  and  copies  of  papers 
and  proceedings  of  said  court,  such  sum,  annually,  as  shall 
be  annually  fixed  upon  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  city  coun- 
cil ;  and  said  salary  shall  be  paid  quarterly  from  the  treas- 
ury of  the  city  of  Roxbury. 

Sect.  14.     This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  city  council  ^^''U^uy^counr 
of  Roxbury  shall,  by  concurrent  vote,  accept  the  same  within  '^^• 
sixty  days  from  and  after  its  passage.     [Appi-oved  by  the 
Governor,  April  9,  1855.] 
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Chap.  154  An  Act  to  authorize  Eleazer  Rogers,  Jr.,  and  his  associates,  to  build  a 
^  Fisli  Weir. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tJie  authority  of 
\  the  sanie,  as  folloivs  : 

Barartabie"  Sect.  1.     Elcazcr  Rogers,    Jr.,   and    his    associates,  arc 

liercby  authorized  to  construct  a  fish  weir  near  tlic  mouth 
of  the  Crooijcd  Channel  where  it  unites  with  the  Little  Bay, 
so  called,  in  the  south-easterly  part  of  the  tow^n  of  Orleans, 
in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish: 

Proviso.  provided,  said  weir  shall  cause  no  obstruction  to  navigation 

nor  encroach  on  the  rights  of  others. 

Penalty  forun.        Sect.  2.     All  pcrsoHs  unlawfuUv  taking  fish  from   said 

Jawlul    fishing,  I    ■  •'  t>    n    ^ 

«'o.  weir,  or  causing  obstruction  to   tlie   passage  or  fisli  to  said 

weir,  or  causing  damage  thereto,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence,  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  person  wlio  sliall  prosecute  therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  9,  1855.] 

Chap.  155  An  Act  relating  to  the  Boston  Bagging  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  asse^nbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloiDS : 

xame  changed.  Sect.  1.  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  cor- 
porate name  of  the  Boston  Bagging  Company,  a  corporation 
duly  established,  shall  be  changed,  and  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts 
Linen  Company,  and  they  may  conduct  all  their  manufactur- 

May manufacture  inu-  busincss  at  their  factory  in   Maiden,  any  thing  in  the 

in  Maiden.  ^  .    ,  , .  *^  ^ 

charter  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Further  author-       Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporation  are  further  authorized  to 
make  bags  without  the  use  of  sewing  machines,  and  to  man- 
ufacture the  same  and  other  articles  from  hemp,  flax,  and 
other  fibrous  substances. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Gover7ior,  April  9,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fisheries  in  the  vicinity  of  Chap.  156 

Nantucket. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  penalty  imposed  in  the  third  section  of  the  rcnaitvin- 

i  ,  ■'         ^  creased. 

act  of  Februaiy  fifth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty, 
to  which  this  is  in  addition,  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  make 
the  sum  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same,  for  the  use  of  tlie 
town  of  Nantucket. 

Sect.  2.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  take  efiect  from 
and  after  its  passage.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
9,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Limitation  of  Actions.  Chap.  157 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  If  any  action  against  an  executor  or  administra-  ^xe'iu"tOTs'!^etc!! 
tor  duly  commenced  before  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  as 
the  same  is  now  limited  by  the  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  the  writ  shall  fail  of  a  sufiicient 
service  or  return  by  any  unavoidable  accident,  or  if  the  writ 
shall  be  or  has  bee%abated  or  the  action  otherwise  avoided 
or  defeated  in  consequence  of  a  defect  in  the  form  of  the 
writ  or  of  a  mistake  in  the  form  of  the  proceeding,  or  if 
after  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  the  judgment  shall  be  ar- 
rested, or  if  a  judgment  for  the  plaintift'  shall  be  reversed 
on  a  writ  of  error,  the  plaintiff  may  commence  a  new  action 
for  the  same  cause  at  any  time  within  one  year  after  the 
abatement  or  other  determination  of  the  original  suit,  or 
after  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  therein. 

Sect.  2.  So  much  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  one  Farmer  acts  rc- 
hundred  and  twentieth  chapter  and  the  third  section  of  the 
sixty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  the  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  as  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act  is  hereby  repealed. 
[Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  Api'il  9,  1855.] 


may  be  renewed 
in  certain  cases. 
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Chap.  158  An  Act  to  amend  the  City  Charter  of  Lawrence.    . 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assernbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sa7ne,  as  folloios  : 

Charter  amended  ggcT.  1.  TliG  cliartei'  of  tliG  citj  of  Lawreiice  is  so  far 
amended,  that  the  treasurer  and  collector  thereof  may  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  their  offices  on  the  first  day  of  March 
in  each  year. 

Jep'iai'e'd!"*  Sect.  2.     All  that  part  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the 

charter  of  said  city,  which  is  in  the  following  words  :  "  and 
to  require  all  persons  to  pay  a  reasonable  sum  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  opening  any  drain  into  such  public  drain  or  common 
sewer,"  is  hereby  repealed ;  but  all  assessments  heretofore 
made,  or  now  in  process  of  making,  are  hereby  ratified  and 
confirmed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 


Chap.  159  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  English  and  Classical  School  in  West  Newton. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  !.     Nathaniel    T.     Allen,    Ceorge    E.    Allen    and 

James  T.  Allen,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 

Name.  madc  a  corporation,  by  the   name  of   the   West   Newton 

English  and  Classical  School,  to  be  established  in  that  part 
of  Newton  called  West  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 

icgMreto'"''''  sex ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  other  acts 
in  addition  thereto. 

Eeai  and  personal      Sect.  2.     Said  corporatiou  may  hold  real  and  personal 

estate,  $25,000.  -t  •'  -  ii  i 

estate  to  the  value  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  education.  \_Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

Chap.  160  An  Act  to  authorize  Isaiah  Turner  to  build  a  Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

^'h^arH"^  rrov-  Isaiah  Turner  is  hereby  authorized  to  build  and  main- 
tain a  wharf  from  his  land  adjoining  the  harbor  of  Province- 
town,  and  to  extend  the  same  into  six  feet  of  water  at  low 

Eights,  etc.        tide,  and  he  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end 
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and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wliarfap^e  and  dockage 
therefor :  provided,  however,  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  rroviso. 
aifect  the  lethal  rights  of  any  person  or  persons  whatever. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  Volunteer  Fire  Engine  Companies.  Chap.  161 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  aiul  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     No  association,  society  or  club,  organized  as  fire  ciubsTiotto 

,  .  .  1*G  established 

firemen,  shall  be   allowed  in    any  town   in  this   Common- unless,  etc. 
wealth,  except  by  the  written  permission  of  the  selectmen 
of  such  towns. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  joining,  belonging  to,  or  assembling  /ne"wmiouVpir- 
with  any  such  association,  society  or  club,  existing  without  ™iss'on- 
such  permission,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  five  dollars, 
nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in 
the  house  of  correction  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three 
months. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  not  be  in  force  in  any  town  until  ^JJ'^o"  ^°  takeef- 
twenty  days  after  the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  a  legal  meet- 
ing, shall  have  adopted  the  same  by  vote. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Jesse  Tuttle  and  his  associates  to  construct  a  Fish  Chcip.  162 
Weir  in  the  Town  of  Harwich. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect,  1.     Jesse   Tuttle   and   his    associates  are  hereby  ^'^'j^^Ych!'''' 
authorized  to  construct  a  fish  weir  on  tiie  flats  east  of  An- 
drews' River,  so  called,  in  that  part  of  Harwich  called  South 
Harwich,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  fish  :  provided,  however,  said  weir  shall  cause  no  ob-  rroviso. 
struction  to  navigation  or  encroach  on  the  rights  of  others. 

Sect.  2.     All  persons  unlawfully  taking  fish  from   said  fawmi^fisui""' 
weir,  or  causing  obstructions  to  the  passage  of  fish  to  said  ^'<=- 
weir,  or  causing  damage  thereto,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence,  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  person  who  shall  prosecute  therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

14 
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Chop.  163  An  Act  in  furtherance  of  the  Discipline  of  Academies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

nrehi'uc"''''^"'^  Sect.  1.  No  innholder,  tavern-keeper,  retailer,  confec- 
tioner, or  keeper  of  any  shop  or  house,  for  the  sale  of  drink 
or  food,  or  any  livery  stable  keeper  for  horse  or  carriage 
hire,  shall  p'ive  credit  to  any  student  in  any  incorporated 
academy,  or  other  educational  institution  within  this  State, 
■t'to'bshocnseii.  Sect.  2.  No  persou  shall  be  approved  or  licensed  for 
either  of  the  employments  aforementioned,  if  it  shall  appear 
that  he  has  given  credit  as  aforesaid  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Forfeit.  Sect.  3.     If  any  person  shall  give  credit  contrary  to  the 

provisions  of  this  act  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  twice 
the  amount  so  unlawfully  trusted  or  credited,  whether  the 
same  shall  have  been  paid  or  not. 

How  recovered.  Sect.  4.  Such  forfeiture  may  be  prosecuted  for,  and  re- 
covered in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same,  and  the 
forfeiture  shall  be  disposed  of  as  in  other  cases  of  similar 
forfeitures.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

Chap.  164  An  Act  amending  An  Act  to  establish  the  City  of  Newburyport. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represejita- 
lives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

araerldfld^^'  Sect.  1.     The  act  apr  roved  May  twenty-fourth,  eighteen 

hundred  and  fifty-one,  tntitled  "An  Act  to  establish  the 
City  of  Newburyport,"  is  hereby  amended  and  altered  so 
that  the  two  members  of  the  school  committee, — to  be 
elected  by  the  voters  of  each  ward  of  said  city,  at  the  next 
municipal  election  aftei  the  acceptance  of  this  act,  as  here- 
inafter provided, — shall,  i\t  the  meeting  for  the  organization 
of  said  school  committee,  be  divided  by  lot  into  two  classes ; 

8enice  of  school  those  of  the   first  class  to  serve  for  one  year,  and  those  of 

oomnilttees,  etc.  •'  ' 

the  second  class  to  serve  for  two  years ;  and  thereafter,  at 
the  municipal  elections  of  said  city,  there  shall  be  elected, 
in  each  ward,  one  resident  of  said  ward,  who  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  of  said  city  for  the  term 
of  two  years. 
whenaticiho%v  to  Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  bc  submitted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Newburyport,  for  their  acceptance  or  rejection,  at  legal 
meetings  to  be  called  in  the  several  wards  of  said  city 
within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  shall  take 
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• 
effect  from  and  after  ito  acceptance  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  at  such  election.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor, 
April  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Fall  River  Five  L-nts  Savings  Bank.  Chap.  J. 65 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     S.  Angier  Chace,  Hale  Remington,  Walter  0.  corporators. 
Durfee,  James  Buffingtou,  E.  P.  Buffington,  B.  H.  Davis, 
Asa  P.  French  and  Alvan  S.  Ballard,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of 
the  Fall  River  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  Kame. 
in  the  city  of  Fall  River ;  with  ill  the  powers  and  privileges.  Duties,  uabiii- 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liaoUities  and  restrictions,  set  "^^'®''" 
forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  relating  to  in- 
stitutions for  savings. 

SjdCT.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums  Deposits. 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  'iru^teesmaypay 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  discre- 
tion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him 
or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have  au- 
thorized the  drawing  of  the  same  ;  and  the  check,  receipt,  or  Minor's  receipt 
acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  sam'i  was 
executed  by  a  gua»'dian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor  was 
of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally  by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  etl'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Ap?'il  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  the  East  Bridgewater  Iron  Company  to  that  Chcip.  166 
of  Mount  Hope  Iron  Company,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Fast  Bridgewater  Iron  Company,  a  corpo-  j^amecne.i.-ee. 
ration,  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  the  name  of  the  Mount 
Hope  Iron  Company. 

Sect.  2.     Said   cotnpany   are  hereby   authorized    to  in-  capital  stock in- 
crease  their  capital  stock   to  an  amount,  in  the  whole,  not  B'm.wo. 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     Said  company  are  hereby  authorized  to  manu-  ff/Hasn^rifilrewa- 
facture  iron  in  all  its  branches,  in  East  Bridgewater,  iu  the  lerandtojierset. 
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county  of  Plymouth,  and  in  Somerset,  in  the  county  of  Bris- 
tol. 
Mayinvestin  Sect.  4.     Said  compauv  are  hereby  authorized  to   invest 

necessary  real  .      , '^       ''  ^     .  i,,.  'ini 

estate.  r,,  part  of  said  capital  stock  m  real  estate  m  said  Somerset, 

as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturino;  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage,     [Approved  by  the  Governor.;  April  10,  1855.] 

Chap.  167  An  Act  relating  to  lists  of  Jurors. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Kevisionand  Sect.  1.     The  lists  of  lurors  required  by  law,  shall  be 

posting  of  jury  „  ,,  -  _  * .        ,  .  ,  n  j.     j 

lists.  carefully  prepared  and  revised  once  m  each  year,  and  posted 

up  in  public  places  in  the  town  or  city,  by  the  selectmen  or 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  towns  or  cities  for  which  they 
are  prepared,  ten  days  at  least  before  they  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  them  for  revision  and  acceptance. 

samesubject.  Sect.  2.     The  lists   of  jurors  now  required  to  be  pre- 

pared by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  cities,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  respective  city  councils,  and  they  shall  have 
the  same  power  to  revise  and  accept  them  that  belongs  to 
towns.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

Chap.  168  An  Act  for  the  Prevention  of  Counterfeiting. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

offieers  of  justice      Sect.  1.     Whencvcr  any  false,  forged  or  counterfeit  bank 

feiting  impie-      bills,  Or  notcs,  or  any  plates,  dies,  or  other  tools,  instru- 
ments, etc.,  and  '  ,         '  ,  n     i  ,       >>  > ,  i       •  i 

deliver  lo  courts  meuts   or  implements,  used  by  counterfeiters,  or  designed 

of  rccoro.  i  ^  *'  /  i^' 

for  the  forging  or  making  of  any  false  or  counterfeit  notes, 
coin  or  bills,  shall  come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  sheriff, 
constable,  police  officer,  or  other  officer  of  justice  in  this 
Commonwealth,  such  officer  shall  immediately  seize  and 
take  possession  of  the  same,  and  deliver  the  same  into  the 
custody  of  the  court  of  record,  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
offence  of  counterfeiting  in  the  county  in  which  the  same 
shall  be,  and  the  said  court  shall,  as  soon  as  the  ends  of 
justice  will  permit,  cause  the  same  to  be  destroyed  by  an 
officer  of  the  court,  which  officer  shall  make  a  return  to  the 
court  of  his  doings  in  the  premises. 
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Sect.  2.     Whenever   the    charter  of  any  bank    in    this  ?ank  directors  to 

/-I  11111  •  /•/••I  deliver    up   dies. 

Commonwealth  shall  expire,  or  become  forfeited,  or  when-  H'^^^^l'^l^  ^^^'^' 
ever  any  such  bank  shall  close  its  business  for  any  cause 
whatever,  the  members  of  the  board  of  directors  of  such 
bank,  which  shall  have  last  been  in  office,  shall  forthwith 
deliver  up  all  their  plates  and  dies  to  the  court  of  record 
in  the  county  in  which  such  banks  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished, having  jurisdiction  of  the  oifencc  of  counterfeiting-, 
and  such  court  shall  cause  the  said  plates  and  dies  to  be 
disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the  court  shall  deem  expe- 
dient, in  order  to  prevent  their  being  afterwards  used  for 
any  unlawful  purpose. 

Sect.  3.     Any  member  of  such  board  of  directors  who  Penalty  for  refus- 

»'  .  ,         mg  to  comply. 

shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Westford  Mutual  Fire      L'/iap.  LOi) 
Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Westford  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  ^'i^^^'ofplrsonai 
is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  insure  all  kinds  of  p"^"?®"^'^'- 
personal  property  under  the  general  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth as  they  have  and  now  do  insure  household  furniture ; 
and  all  policies  heretofore  issued  by  said  company  are  hereby  Former  policies 
confirmed  and  made  valid  against  any  objection  of  want  of 
authority  in  said  company  to  insure  such  kind  of  property. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  Mutual      Chcip.  170 
Benefit  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  :' 

Sect.  1.      A.  S.  Adams,  Reuel  Dean,  N.  B.  Colby,  their  corporatoiH. 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation 
by  the  name  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  Mutual  Kame. 
Benefit  Association,  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  fund  to  be  used  for  the  assist- Purpose. 
ance  or  support  of  the  families  or  proper  representatives  of 
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such  of  their  number  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  removed 
DutieMiabiiities,  bj  death  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
thirty-seventh   and    forty-fourth   chapters   of   the    Revised 
Statutes. 
Eeai  and  personal      pECT.  2.     For  the  purposcs  uamed  in  the  lirst  section  of 
ceeda2o,uuo.       ^his  act  the  said  corporation  may  Iiold  either  real  or  per- 
sonal estate,  or  both,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty 
thou-and  dollars.      [Approved  by  the   Governor,  April  10, 
1855.] 


Chap.  171  An  Act  to  protect  the  Fisheries  in  Ipswich  River. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  /Senate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ity  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

flShwithnetsTtc  ^ECT.  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ipswich  and  vi- 
cinity, in  the  county  of  Essex,  may  at  all  times  take  fish 
from  Ipswich  River  in  said  town,  with  dip  nets,  Sundays 
excepted. 

j^e;ia»yforscin-  Sect.  2.  No  person  shall  set,  draw  or  stretch  any  seine 
or  drag  net  in  any  of  the  waters  in  Ipswich  River,  within 
the  limits  f  said  town,  under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  ia  any  court  competent  to  try  the 
same,  for  the  use  of  said  town. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  fr^m  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

Chap).  172  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Acts  relating  to   State  Almshouses  and  the 

Support  of  Paupers, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

comnimTuf"  ^'ECT.  1.  Whenever  the  operation  of  the  existing  pro- 
ama to' expense^ '^i^^ons  of  law  in  relation  to  poor  and  indigent  persons  may 
cause  a  separation  of  husband  and  wife  by  reason  of  one  of 
the  parties  having  a  legal  settlement  in  some  town  in  the 
Commonwealth,  the  other  not  having  a  settlement  in  the 
Commonwealth,  both  parties  may  be*  supported  at  the  town 
almshouse  where  such  pauper  has  a  legal  settlement,  and 
the  expense  of  the  person  chargeable  to  the  State  shall  be 
paid  by  the  State, 
auduod.**' ''°''  Sect.  2.  The  account  for  such  expenses  shall  be  audited 
by  the  inspectors  of  the  State  almshouse  to  which  such  pau- 
per would  otherwise  belong,  and  shall  be  allowed  by  them, 
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reference  being  had  to  the  expense  of  supporting  such  per- 
son at  the  State  almshouse,  if  there  committed.  \_App?'oved 
by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  William  W.  Eldridge,  Jonathan  Eldridge,  and  Warren  Chap.  173 

N,  Rogers  to  construct  a  Fish  Weir. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     William  W.  Eldridge,  Jonathan  Eldridge  and  E'^''^'*^'"^'" 

TTT  XT     •!-»  .  Harwich. 

Warren  N.  Rogers,  are  hereby  authorized  to  construct  a  fish 
weir  in  the  tide  waters  near  Clam  Point,  so  called,  in  the 
easterly  part  of  the   town  of  Harwich,  in  the   county  of  • 

Barnstable,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish :  provided,  eaid  piovuo. 
weir  shall  cause   no  obstruction  to  navigation  or  encroach 
on  the  rights  of  others. 

Sect.  2.     All  persons  unlawfully  taking  fisli  from   said  fa1i',?Jp'/°,i;in!i' 
weir,  or  causing  obstructions  to  the  passage  of  fish  to  said  *'"=• 
weir,  or  causing  damage  thereto,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  competent 
to  try  the  same,  for  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  prose- 
cute therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Ladies'  Collegiate  Chfli).  174 

Institute."  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  first  section  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  Location  changed 
forty-two  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  is  so 
amended  that  the  said  Ladies'  Collegiate  Institute  may  be 
located  '•  in  the  town  of  Amherst  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire," or  in  such  other  town  or  city  in  this  Commonwealth 
as  may  be  selected  by  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  :.ud  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  prohibit  Seining  in  Apponigantet;  River  and  CreeKs.         Chap.  175 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     No  person  shall  set.  draw,  or  use  anv  seine  for  Sfining.etc.pro- 
taking  fish  in  Apponigansett  River,  in  the  town  of  Dart- 
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moutli  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  or  its  tributaries,  north  of 
a  line  running  south-west  from  Ricketson's  Point  across  said 
river. 
Penalty  for  viola-  Sect.  2.  Any  pcrson  violating  this  act,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifteen,  nor  more  than  fifty, 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  any  court  competent  to  try  the 
same,  for  the  use  of  said  town. 

Sect.  3.      This  act  shall    take    effect    on    and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

(^Iwp.  17o  An  Act  to  conflrm  titles  to  Lands  in  Forest  Hills  Cemetery. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se7iate  and  House  of  Representa- 
*         tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Certain  acts  Sect.  1.     All  convevanccs  of  lands  in  Forest  Hills  Ceme- 

legalized.  •'  ,  p-n«i  •  I'l 

tery  heretofore  made  by  the  city  oi  Koxbury,  in  which  an 
impression  of  the  established  seal  of  said  city  has  been 
made  upon  the  paper  on  which  such  conveyances  were 
written,  shall  be  taken  and  held  to  be  valid  in  law,  to  pass 
the  title  to  the  lands  described  in  the  same,  and  to  bind  said 
city  by  the  covenants  therein  contained  to  the  same  extent 
it  would  have  been  bound  had  said  seal  been  impressed 
on  wax  or  wafer  attached  to  such  conveyances. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

Chap.  177      An  Act  concerning  sales  of  Real  Estate  incumbered  by  Mortgage  or 

otherwise. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 

tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 

the  sa?ne,  as  follows  : 

Grantors  of  real      Sect.  1.     In  all  convcvances  of  real  estate  by  deed  or 

estate  to  make  ,.,•'.  •    j_        .  i 

knownaiiincL.m- j^-^Qj.|^o.ao;e,  upon  which  auv  incumbrancc  exists,  the  grantor 

Drances,  etc.  a    o    J      f  ^  J  •i-j.i- 

or  grantors  conveying  such  estate,  whether  m  his  or  their 
own  right,  or  as  executor,  administrator,  assignee,  trustee, 
or  otherwise,  by  order  of  law,  shall,  before  the  considera- 
tion is  paid,  make  known  to  the  grantee  or  grantees  the 
existence"  and  nature  of  such  prior  incumbrance,  so  far  as 
they  have  knowledge  of  the  same,  by  exception  in  the  deed 
or  otherwise, 
houiin ^  infoTma-  Sect.  2,  If  any  person  shall  be  guilty  of  conveying  any 
tion.etc.  Ycal   cstatc  kuowing  that  any  incumbrance  exists  thereon 

without  informing  the  grantee  or  grantees,  as  provided  in 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  he  shall  be  punished  by 
imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  or  house  of  correction  for  a 
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term  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  real  estate  shall  be  conveyed  by  orantors,  etc.,  to 
deed  or  mortgage  containing  a  covenant  that  the  premises  ?emovkig"inc°uin- 
are  free  from  all  incumbrances,  when  by  the  records  incum- 
brances appear  to  exist  thereon,  whether  known  or  unknown 
to  the  grantor,  whatever  damages  the  grantee  or  grantees, 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  successors  or  assigns, 
may  sustain  in  i-emoving  any  such  apparent  incumbrance, 
shall  be  chargeable  to  the  grantor  or  grantors,  and  may  bo 
recovered  in  an  action  at  law.  [App?^oved  hij  the  Governor, 
April  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  George  H.  Weatherbee  and  others  to  cut  a  Channel  CllCtp.  178 
through  Scituate  Beach. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius : 

Sect.  1.     George  H.  Weatherbee,  Edward  Ames,  Biram  J^g^y.Pfj^u^^^^ft: 
Simmons,  and  their  associates,  are  hereby  authorized  and  "'''®^^'"^''- 
empowered,  within  four  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
to  open  a  channel  through  Scituate  Beach,  as  a  new  outlet 
for  North  River,  at  any  place  on  said  beach  within  two  miles 
from  the  present  mouth  of  said  river. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Api'il  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Rockport  Railroad  Company.  Chcip.  179 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  time  within  which  the  Rockport  Railroad  Extension  of  time 

,.  .1  '■-,.,  T       for   locating  and 

Company  may  locate  and  construct  their  railroad  is  hereby  constructing, 
extended  to  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.      The  Rockport  Railroad   Company  is  hereby  May  issue  bonds 

..  f^  ^"'..„„''to  amount  of 

authorized  to  issue  bonds  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  titty  $5o,uuu. 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  author- 
ize Railroad  Companies  to  issue  Bonds,"  with  authority  to 
mortgage  its  railroad  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  same ; 
and  said  company  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  such  bonds,  Mayseuthesame 

15 
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or  any  portion  of  the  same,  to  any  corporation,  person  or 
persons. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

Chap.  180  An  Act  to  prevent  Delays  and  Expense  in  Criminal  Proceedings. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

»!!vrl\usl°to7\-  Sect.  1.  Whenever  the  administration  of  justice  or  the 
ceniuu^'cales.' '"  progress  of  biislness  in  criminal  proceedings,  shall  be  de- 
layed, obstructed  or  prevented  by  the  negligence  of  any 
magistrate  in  certifying  and  returning  recognizances,  records 
or  other  official  papers  which  it  is  his  duty  to  transmit  to  a 
higher  court,  or  in  omitting  the  formalities  required  by  law, 
the  district-attorney,  with  the  approbation  of  the  court,  niay, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  refuse  to  allow  the  fees  to  which 
such  magistrate  would  otherwise  be  entitled. 
Witnesses' fees  in      Sect.  2.     Whcncvcr  witncsscs   in  criminal  trials  may  be 

certain   cases   to  .  .  i  •  ^     .^i 

be  ail  justed  by     m  attendance  in  two  or  more   cases  pending  at  the  same 

cl6rk  €tC> 

time  before  the  same  tribunal,  they  shall  n  )t  be  allowed  full 
travel  and  attendance  in  each  case,  but  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  under  the  direction  of  the  district-attorney,  may  re- 
duce and  apportion  the  same  as  may  be  just  and  equitable, 
allowing  at  least  one  travel  and  attendance, 
officcrsnotto  i^ECT.  3.     No  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff' or  other  officer  taking 

purchase  orders,       ,  -r.        ,  o       ■  '■      .  ..,  in  i 

etc.  the  certifacates  oi  witnesses  in  criminal  cases,  shall  purchase 

or  discount,  or  have  any  interest  in  orders  drawn  or  de- 
mands upon  the  treasury  by  such  witnesses.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

Chap.  181  An  Act  to  authorize  Edwin  Rice  to  build  a  Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

-wTiarf  m  East  Edwlu  Ricc,  owuiug  flats  situatcd  on  Condor  Street  in  that 
part  of  Boston  known  as  East  Boston,  and  lying  between 
and  adjoining  land  and  flats  now  or  lately  belonging  to  John 
P.  Ober,  on  the  westerly  side,  and  the  East  Boston  Com- 
pany on  the  easterly  side  of  said  land  and  flats,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  build  and  maintain  a  wharf  on  said  flats,  and 
to  extend  it  into  the  harbor  channel  as  far  as  the  line  estab- 
lished by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  the  Harbor 
of  Boston,"  passed  the  second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
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thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  shall  have  the 

right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  Rights,  etc. 

receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  pi'ovided,  hoioever,  proTiso. 

that  this  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  flats 

or  land  of  this  Commonwealth  lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of 

any  other  person,  or  which  would  be  comprehended  by  the 

true  lines  of  such  flats  continued  to  the  said  commissoners' 

line :  and  provided,  also,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  Provided,  aiso. 

be  constructed  below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on  piles, 

which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet 

in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse 

direction,  and  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  impair  the  legal 

rights  of  any  person  whatever.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor, 

April  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  John  Clifton  to  extend  his  Wharf.  Chap.  182 

•  Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

John  Clifton,  proprietor  of  a  wharf  and  flats  situated  on  MayextcDd 
Border  Street,  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  East  Boston,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  extend  and  maintain  his  wharf  into  the 
harbor  channel  as  far  as  the  line  established  by  the  act  en- 
titled "An  Act  concerning  the  Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  ves-  Rit;ht9,eto. 
sels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wharf- 
age and   dockage   therefor :  provided,    however,    that    this  Proviso. 
grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  flats  or  land 
of  this   Commonwealth  Ij'ing  in  front  of  the  flats  of  any 
other  person,  or  which  would  be  comprehended  by  the  true 
lines  of  such  flats  continued  to  the  said  commissioners' line  : 
2,Xi^  provided,  further,  X\i2X  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  be  rro^-ided,  foniier 
constructed  below  low-water  mark  shall  be   built  on  piles, 
which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet 
in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse 
direction,  and  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wi^e  impair  the  legal 
rights  of  any  person  whatever.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  14,  1855] 
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Chap.  183         An  Act  concerning  the  Tide-Gates  on  Herring  River  in  Harwich. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 
Sluiceways  to  bo      Sect.  1.     Tlic    proprietoi's  of  ^the   dam  and    tide-a'ates 

maintained  m  __  .  _^f  •        tt  •    i  i  t  i 

tide-gates.         across  Hemiig  liiver  in  Harwich,  constructed  under  the 

provisions  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-second  chapter  of 

the  statutes  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  shall  make 

and  maintain  in  each  of  the  said  gates  a  sluiceway  two  feet 

square,  so  constructed  as  to  open  on  the  flood  of  the  tide 

and  admit  the  water  to  pass  above   said  dam  at  all  times 

when  said  gates  are  closed. 

Tide-gates,  when      Sect.  2.     The  time  in  each  year  during  which  said  tide- 
to  be  closed.  i  i  t     />  i  iP 

gates  may  be  closed  lor  the  purpose  of  stopping  out  the 
tide,  shall  be  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  to  the  last  day 
of  September,  including  both  of  said  days,  and  no  longer. 
{^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

Chap.  184  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Jubilee  Hill  Female  Seminary. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators,  Sect.  1.     Jamcs  Fraucis,  Duty  S.  Tyler,  John  V.  Ambler 

and  Jones  Rudd,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 

Name.  made    a   corporation   by  the    name  of  the    "  Jubilee   Hill 

Female  Seminary,"  for  the  education  of  youth,  to  be  estab- 
lished in  the  town  of  Pittsfield  and  county  of  Berkshire  ;  with 

Powers, liabiii-    all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties, 

ties.ic.  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 

ter of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Real  and  personal      Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporatlou  may  hold  real  and  per- 

estate  not  to  ex-  -i  ,     ,        ,  i  j  t  •  •  i  /» i>i.       j.i 

ceed  $50,000.       sonal  cstatc  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  value  uity  thou- 
How  applied.      saud  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  purposes  of  edu- 
cation,     ^Approved  by  the   Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

Chaj).  1 85  An  Act  relative  to  New  Trials  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

co'lmmay^sct"^'      Sect.  1.     A*  singlc  judgc  of  the  supreme  judicial  court 

aside  verdict,  etc.  jj^^y  jj^  |-^jg  discrctiou  at  any  time  before  judgment  in  any 

civil  action,  set  aside  the  verdict  and  order  a  new  trial  for 

any  cause  for  which,  by  law,  a  new  trial  may  and  ought  to 

be  granted,  or  he  may,  if  he  see  fit,  report  the  case  to  the 
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full  court  for  its  determination  there  according  to  existing 
laws. 

Sect.  2.     All  laws  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  re-  Jepe^ied.'^"'  """'^ 
pealed.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Home  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company.      Chap.  186 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Earl  W.  Johnson,  Martin  L.  Hall,  and  M.  D.  c'orpoiators. 
Phillips,  their  associates  and  successors,  arc  hereby  made  a 
corporation  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  passage  Duration. 
of  this  act,  by  the  name  of  the  Home  Fire  and  Marine  In-  >'a"ip- 
surance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  purpose  of  making  insurance  against  losses  by  fire  I'uniose. 
and  against  maritime  losses,  with  all  the  powers  and  privi-  Jtli^'^lfp^'-  ^'"''''" 
leges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restric- 
tions, set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  all  other  general  laws  which  are  now  or  may 
hereafter  be  in  force  relating  to  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock  $['Jo',ooo.^'°''^' 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  shares  s'oo  caoi. 
hundred  dollars  each,  with  liberty,  at  any  time,  to  increase  F'^-n in'?'"®''*''*** 

-,.  \  ■,  $500,001). 

the  same  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  may  hold  real  estate  for  its  use  not  ex-  S^y^j^o*'''*''' 
ceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Groveland  Mutual  Chcip.  187 
Fire  Insurance  Company." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  act  to  incorporate  the  Groveland  Mutual  Fire  In- i>"'-ation  of  oct 

•f^  ot  mcorporation. 

surance  Company,  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  shall 
be  and  remain  in  force  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years 
from  the  eighth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  the  said  corporation  shall 
be  continued  through  that  term,  with  all  the  powers  and  ^e^i'etc."^^"'' 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  lia- 
bilities, set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chap- 
ters of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  statutes  which  have 
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been  or  may  hereafter  be  passed  relating  to  mutual  insur- 
ance companies.      [Approved  by   the   Governor,  April   14, 

1855.] 


Certain  coals  fo 
besold  by  weight, 
■when,  etc. 


Certificate  of 
sworn  weigher 
required. 


Chap.  188     An  Act  regulating  the  sale  of  Anthracite,  Bituminous  or  Mineral  Coal. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  All  anthracite,  bituminous  or  mineral  coal,  when 
sold  in  quantities  of  live  hundred  pounds  or  more,  except  by 
the  cargo,  shall  be  sold  by  weight,  and  two  thousand  pounds 
avoirdupois  shall  be  the  standard  for  the  ton  by  which  the 
same  shall  be  weighed  and  sold. 

Sect.  2.  On  or  before  the  delivery  of  such  coal  so  sold, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  seller  thereof  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  weighed  by  a  sworn  weiglier  of  the  town  or  city  in 
which  the  same  shall  be  sold  or  delivered,  and  a  certificate 
of  the  weight  thereof,  signed  by  the  weigher,  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  buyer  or  his  agent,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery 
of  such  coal. 

Sect.  3.  No  person  engaged  in  the  business  of  selling 
coal,  shall  act  as  a  weiglier  under  the  preceding  section. 

Sect.  4.  Any  person  who  shall  offend  against  the  pro- 
vision of  cither  of  the  foregoing  sections  of  this  act,  shall, 
for  each  and  every  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars, 
one-half  thereof  to  the  iiee  of  the  complainant,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  use  of  the  town  or  city  where  the  offence  shall 
be  committed. 

Sect.  5.  The  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  other  city,  and  the 
selectmen  of  any  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  appoint  one  or  more  persons  to 
be  weighers  of  such  coal,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  said  board  of  aldermen,  mayor  and  alder- 
men, or  selectmen,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  such  fees  for 
their  services  under  this  act  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  board 
of  aldermen,  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  selectmen,  appointing 
said  weighers,  which  fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  seller. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 


Sellers  not  to  act 
as  weighers. 


Forfeit,  etc. 


Weiphers  to  be 
appointed  and 
sworn. 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  Bedford  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Chcip.  189 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Thomas  B.  White,  William  H.  Taylor,  L.  Rol-  corporators, 
lork,  J.  H.  Bartlett,  A.  M.  Seabury,  Charles  Alnay,  Henry 
H.  Crapo,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Asa  R.  Nye,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  New  Bedford  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  be 
established  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford  ;  with  all  the  powers  """t'c!'*''"'' 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth 
relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive^ou  deposit  sums  deposits. 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  ^o'm^ors"^''"^*'^^ 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  discre- 
tion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him 
or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same  ;  and  the  check,  receipt  ^4\°2'''"^'="p* 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 
was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 
was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally  by  said 
minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  Api'il  14,  1855.] 


An  Act  concerning  the  Ware  River  Railroad.  Chcip.  190 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

The  time  for  locating  and  constructing  the  Ware  River  Time  for  con- 

'  struction   ex* 

Railroad  is  hereby  extended  two  years  from  the  period  fixed  tended  two  years 
by  an  act  passed  March  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-three,  chapter    seventy-five.      \^Approved  by   the    Gov- 
ernor, April  14,  1855.] 
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Chap.  191      An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  the  Milford  Hotel  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

corporators.  Sect.  1.     Aaron  Claflin,  Aaron  C.  Mayhew,  William  A. 

Hajward,  John  P.  Daniels,  and  Charles  F.  Chapin,  their 
associates  and  successors,  are   hereby  made  a  corporation 

Name.  by  the  name  of  the  Milford  Hotel  Company,  for  the  purpose 

Purpose.  of  crectino;  a  hotel  in  the  town  of  Milford,  and  maintaining 

such  public  house  and  the  buildings  or  improvements  con- 
nected therewith ;  and  for  these  purposes  shall  have  all  the 

ties^ltc"*'*'"'  po'^'ers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
restrictions  and  limitations,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statues :  provided,  that 

Proviso.  said  corporation  shall  not  carry  on  the   business   of  hotel 

keeping,  or  be  in  any  way  interested  in  such  business. 

$M liViJ).  ^'"''^'  Sect.  2.  The  whole  amount  of  real  and  personal  estate 
or  capital  stock  which  said  corporation  may  hold  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  forty  thousand  dollars 
in  value.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,-  April  14,  1855.] 

Chap.  192  An  Act  relating  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  when  held  in  and  for  the 

County  of  Bristol. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sa7ne,  as  folloivs  : 

KpetLT*  Sect.  1.     The  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  addi- 

tional terms  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County 
of  Bristol,"  approved  April  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  is  hereby  repealed. 

?uTer"ecesTa"y';       Sect.  2.     The  court  of  common  pleas  or  the  judge  holding 

^^^-  any  term  of  said  court  in  said  county,  may  make  such  order 

or  rules  for  conducting  the  civil  and  criminal  business  of 
said  court  in  said  county,  as  may  seem  necessary  for  the 
dispatch  of  business  and  for  the  convenience  of  parties. 

ihen^re'turoabie.  Sect.  3.  All  appcals,  recognizauccs,  continuances  and 
processes,  and  every  other  matter  or  thing  of  a  criminal 
nature  which  would  be  returnable  to  or  have  day  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  to  be  holden  in  said  county  on  the 
second  Monday  of  July  next,  by  virtue  of  the  act  hereby 
repealed,  shall  be  returnable  to  and  have  day  in  the  next 
June  term  thereof  in  said  county. 

Grand  jury,  when      Sect.  4.     It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  the  grand  iurv  for  said 

to  assemble.  .  ,  *'     _  '^  i       "  i 

county  to  assemble  at  the  next  June  term  and  subsequent 
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terms  of  said  court,  at  tlie  usual  time  and  place,  as  before 
the  passage  of  the  act  which  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governo)',  April  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company.  Chap.  193 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  time  within  which  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock  ^J^T^^y^t^ended 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  is  required  to  be  paid  tai  stock. 
in,  by  chapter  three  hundred  fifty-three  of  the  acts  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  is  hereby  extended  for  a  year 
from  and  after  the. passage  of  this  act,  and  this  act  shall 
take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  Jurisdiction  and  Proceedings  in  Equity.  Chcip.  194 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  supreme  iudicial  court  shall  have  iarisdic-?  JCourt,- 

1,  n    p  1  -X         n  .lunsdictlonin 

tion  in  equity  in  all  cases  oi  iraud  and  or  conveyances  or  eq.'iity  m cer- 

^       J  r>  1  *^"^  cases. 

transfers,  of  real  estate  in  the  nature  of  mortgages  when 
the  party  asking  relief  has  not  a  plain,  adequate  and  com- 
plete remedy  at  common  law,  with  the  powers  belonging 
to  said  court  in  suits  in  equity. 

Sect.  2.     When  relief  is   sought  in  equity  the   materialFactsofca.se, 

^,  T.  f     1  inijjn  •   ^    how  to  be  Stated. 

lacts  and  circumstances  relied  on  shall  be  stated  with 
brevity,  omitting  all  immaterial  and  irrelevant  matter,  either 
in  the  form  of  a  bill  or  petition  to  the  court  or  in  a  declara- 
tion in  an  action  of  contract  or  tort. 

Sect.  3.  If  a  discovery  is  sought,  it  may  be  by  such  bill  Procpedings 
or  petition,  or  by  being  made  part  of  such  declaration,  or  by '« sought, 
interrogatories  as  prescribed  in  the  three  hundred  and  twelfth 
chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and 
all  answers  shall  be  made  without  unnecessary  delay,  and 
questions  arising  thereon,  shall  be  decided  by  the  rules  of 
law  applicable  to  bills  of  discovery. 

Sect.  4.     Any  defence  shall  be  made  either  by  demurrer  Defence,  how 

•'  .     ,        .    ,         made. 

or  answer,  and  the  demurrer  shall  be  accompanied  with  a 
certificate  that  it  is  not  intended  for  delay,  and  the  answer 
shall  be  supported  by  oath  unless  waived  by  the  adverse 
party. 

16 
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Provisions  of  act, 
etc.,  to  remain  in 
force. 


CorporatorB. 


Powers,  privi- 
leges, etc. 


Sect.  5.  The  provisions  of  law  and  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding; in  equity  heretofore  established  by  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  except  so  far  as  changed  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  by  rules  of  court  hereafter  to  be  made  under 
the  powers  conferred  on  the  court,  shall  remain  in  force. 
[Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

Chap.  195      An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Sun  Mutual  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance 

Company. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  William  H.  Foster,  William  C.  Codman,  and 
Frederic  T.  Bush,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years,  by  the 
name  of  the  Sun  Mutual  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Com- 
pany, in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  making  insur- 
ance against  maritime  losses  and  losses  by  fire  on  the  mutual 
principle  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revis£d 
Statutes,  and  all  other  laws  now  or  hereafter  to  be  passed 
relating  to  mutual  insurance  companies,  so  far  as  applicable 
to  the  corporation  hereby  created. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  14,  1855.] 

Chew.  196  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Great  Pond  Canal  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a?id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Reuben  Nickerson,  Jr.,  Joshua  Cole,  Myrick 
Clark,  Abijah  Mayo,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Pond 
Canal  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  locating 
anew  a  stream  of  water,  that  it  may  be  suitable  for  boat 
navigation,  and  also  cutting  ice  for  the  purpose  of  shipment, 
in  the  town  of  Eastham  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 
estate,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  value  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \_Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 


Corporators. 
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An  Act  for  the  better  preservation  of  Useful  Birds.  Chap.  197 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     If  any  person  shall,  between  the  first  day  of  renames  for  tak- 

•'  inc     killiiiK     oc- 

March  and  the  first  day  of  September,  take,  kill  or  destroy  straying  or'seu- 

*'  .\  '  '  ''   ing  certain  birds. 

any  of  the  birds  called  partridges  or  quails ;  or  shall,  be- 
tween the  first  day  of  JMarch  and  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
take,  kill  or  destroy  any  of  the  birds  called  woodcock;  or 
shall  at  any  season  of  the  year,  take,  kill  or  destroy  any  of 
the  birds  called  robins,  thrushes,  linnets,  sparrows,  blue- 
birds, bobolinks,  yellow-birds,  woodpeckers,  or  warblers; 
or  shall  within  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  sell,  buy,  or 
have  in  his  possession  any  of  said  birds,  taken  or  killed, 
whether  in  this  Commonwealth  or  elsewhere,  he  shall  for- 
feit for  every  such  partridge,  quail  or  woodcock,  the  sum  of 
five  dollars,  and  for  every  such  robin,  thrush,  linnet,  sparrow, 
bluebird,  bobolink,  yellow-bird,  woodpecker,  or  warbler,  the 
sum  of  two  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  complaint  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  2.     If  any  person  shall,  at  any  season  of  the  year,  Penalty  for  same, 

J       i  u  e   J.  'if  taken  in  traps 

take,  kill,  or  destroy,  by  means  of  traps  or  snares,  any  of  oj-^snaies. except, 
the  birds  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section — except  par- 
tridges, which  may  be  so  taken  or  destroyed  between  the 
first  day  of  September  and  the  first  day  of  March — he  shall 
forfeit  for  every  such  bird  so  taken,  killed  or  destroyed,  the 
sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  complaint  before  ahy 
justice  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  3.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  of  towns  f^'f^^^g°jft<"'e 
and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  cities  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth to  cause  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  be  enforced 
within  their  respective  limits. 

Sect.  4.     All  forfeitures  or  penalties  recovered  for  a  vi- of  penalties. 
elation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act   shall  enure  to 
the  use  of  the  complainant. 

Sect.  5.  The  first  section  of  the  fifty-third  chapter  of  ^'^rmer acts re- 
the  Revised  Statutes,  and  the  first,  second  and  fifth  sections 
of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  chapter  of  the  acts  of 
the  legislature  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  and  the  two  hundred  and  ninety- sixth  chapter  of 
said  acts  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  6.     The  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections  shall  peiS.^if^etc?" 
not  extend  to   any  town  in  which  the  inhabitants  shall,  at 
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their  annual  meeting  in  any  year,  vote  to  suspend  the  oper- 
ation thereof  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  for  such  term  of  time, 
not  exceedino;  one  year,  as  they  shall  think  expedient. 

Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

Chap.  198  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  the  Riverside  Academy. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 
Namo  changed.  The  Eivcrside  Academy  hereafter  shall  be  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Riverside  Institute.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

Chcip.  199    An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Q,uincy  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sa7ne,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Gidcou  F.  Thayer,  Albert  Thompson,  F.  M. 

Johnson,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 

Duration.  ^  corporatiou  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  passage 

of  this  act  by  the  name  of  the  Quincy  Fire  and  Marine  In- 
surance Company,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of  Qiiincy, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  for  the  purpose  of  making  insur- 
ance against  losses  by  fire  and  maritime  losses,  with  all  the 

Powers,  duties,  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  other 
general  laws  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  in  force 
relative  to  insurance  companies. 

SSPinn'^**"^'''  Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock 

In  shares  of  $100  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  with  liberty  to  pay  in  and  increase  the 

Mav  increase  to    samc  to  an  amouiit  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 

Real' estate,  dollars,  and  may  hold  real  estate  for  its  use  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Foxborough  Savings  Bank.  Chap.  200 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  E.  P.  Carpenter,  Otis  Gary,  T.  H.  Wooxl,  Yir-  corporators. 
gil  S.  Pond,  Carmi  Richmond,  their  associates  and  succes- 
sors, are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the 
Foxboroui»-h  Savings  Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of 
Foxborough;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  sub- rowers, prw- 
ject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in 
the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all 
other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  relating  to  institutions 
for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums  Deposits, 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  ^'y  a'ly  Tru^tees^to  pay 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to 
him  or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed 
for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same ;  and  the  check,  receipt  Moor's  receipt 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 
was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said 
minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally 
by  said  minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      '[^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Dorchester  Avenue         Ghcip.  201 
Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Dorchester  Avenue  Railroad  Company  shall  ^^"plfrTad'bed 
not  be  required  to  keep  in  repair  any  part  of  the  bed  of  any  n'->to';c>ipie«i,etc. 
road  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Dorchester  which  shall 
not  be  actually  occupied  by  the  tracks  of  their  railroad,  any 
thing  in  the  third  section  of  their  act  of  incorporation,  passed 
April  twenty-nine,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty -four,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  continue  to  be  liable,  as  Joads^ocMpfed 
•  provided  in  said  act,  for  any  defect  or  want  of  repair  in  such  ^y  tracks. 
parts  only  of  the  roads  in  the  town  of  Dorchester  as  shall 
be  occupied  by  their  tracks  j  but  nothing  contained  in  this 
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act  shall  release  the  said  corporation  from  any  obligation 
now  existing  to  repair  or  make  good  any  damage  to  the 
whole  bed  of  said  road  which  shall  be  occasioned  during  the 
construction  of  their  railroad  :  provided,  that  the  occupancy 
of  said  track  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  space  between  the  rails 
and  so  much  on  each  side  thereof  as  shall  be  within  the  per- 
pendicular let-fall  from  the  extreme  width  of  any  car  or 
carriage  used  thereon,  being  the  space  from  which  the  public 
travel  is  excluded  during  the  passing  of  said  car  or  carriage  ; 
and  the  structure  and  repairs  of  said  portion  of  the  road 
shall  be  such  as  not  to  interrupt  the  diagonal  or  parallel  lines 
of  travel  of  the  public  over  said  avenue.  \^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 


Kame  changed. 


Koal  estate, 
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Chap.  202    An  Act  to  authorize  the  Fall  River  Institution  for  Savings  to  hold  Real 

Estate  and  to  change  its  name. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Fall  River  Institution  for  Savings  is  hereby 
authorized  to  take,  and  hereafter  be  known  by,  the  corporate 
name  of  the  Fall  River  Savings  Bank,  and  to  hold  real  estate 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars:  provided,  how- 
rroTiso.  ever,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  real 

estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site  and  the  erec- 
tion or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building  to  be  used  for  the 
banking  purposes  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18, 1855.] 

Chap.  203  An  Act  to  authorize  Ira  Darrow  to  construct  a  Marine  Railw-ay. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Ira  Darrow  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  construct  aud  use  a  marine  railway  upon  the  land  bought 
by  him  of  Joseph  Mayhew,  at  a  place  called  Tower  Hill  in 
Edgartown,  and  to  make  upon  said  land  such  other  struc- 
tures and  improvements  as  shall  be  necessary  and  convenient 
for  the  business  of  taking  up  and  repairing  vessels  thereon, 
May  extend  400  sald  railway  not  to  extend  more  than  four  hundred  feet  into 
Proviso.  "  the  harbor  beyond  low- water  mark  :  'provided,  that  this  grant 
shall  in  no  wise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  person  what- 
ever. 


Marine  railway 
iu  l;.dgartown. 
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Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Ephraim  Brown  to  build  a  Wharf  in  Marblehead.      CIlCip.  204 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Ephraim  Brown  is  hereby  authorized  to  build  and  main- J^g^arfinMarbie- 
taia  a  wharf  from  his  own  land  adjoining  the  south-east  side  ' 
of  the  harbor  of  Marblehead,  and  to  extend  the  same  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  high-water  mark ;  and  he  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  ^'s'l"- etc. 
wharf,  and  to  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor:  pro- 
vided, this  grant  shall  not  interfere  with  the  legal  rights  of  ^'■°^"°- 
any  persons  whatever.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Ministerial  Lands  by  the  West  Parish  in  i^hcip.  2UD 

Haverhill. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sam^e,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.    The  West  Parish  in  Haverhill  is  hereby  author-  ^J.^felule?"'''*" 
ized  to  sell  the   real  estate  left  to  the  congregation  and 
inhabitants  of   said  parish  by  the   late   Stephen  Webster, 
lying  in  said  town,  and  the  treasurer  of  said  West  Parish  of  J^r^J^^^'e^Jdsf  ^^" 
Haverhill  for  the  time  being  is  authorized  to  execute  a  deed 
or  deeds  to  convey  the  same. 

Sect.  2.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  lands  shall  be  ,^,';?esTed!' ''°^ 
invested  in  such  manner  as  said  parish  shall  direct :  pro- 
vided, that  the  income  only  and  no  part  of  the  principal 
shall  be  applied  for  the  support  of  the  ministry,  in  the  same 
manner  as  provided  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the 
above  named  Stephen  Webster. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  renew  the  Charter  of  Merrimack  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Cora-  Chcip.  206 

pany. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  charter  of  the   Merrimack  Mutual  Fire    Insurance  charter  renewed. 
Company  is  hereby  renewed  and  continued  for  the  term  of 
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Duration.  tweotj  vears  from  and  after  the  seventh  day  of  February, 

in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six.  [Ap- 
proved hy  the  Governor^  April  18,  1855.] 

Chap.  207  An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Equitable  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company  in  Provincetown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

i^Cibd^m^"^''  ^"  receiving  from  the  subscribers  thereto  a  gurantee  cap- 
ital of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  shall-be  paid  within  one 
year  from  the  passage  of  this  act  if  not  already  paid,  the 
Equitable  Marine  Insurance   Con)pany,  established  at  Prov- 

arav insure        incctowu,  mav  make   maritime  loans,  and    insure    against 

against  maritime  ..,"  ,  .  ,  ,  ,.., 

losses,  etc.         maritime  losses  otherwise  than  on  tlie  mutual  principle  and 
Powers,  duties,    accordiug  to  the  practice  of  stock  offices ;  with  all  the  pow- 
ers and  privileges,  and   sulyect  to  all  the  duties,  liabiliiies 
and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  chapter  of 
the  Kevised  Statutes,  and  in  all  subsequent  acts  relating 
r.°7"'vLfl^r'     thereto.     And  all  such  loans  and  insurance  which  said  com- 

etc.,  ratine  J. 

pany  have  heretofore  made  according  to  the  stock  principle 
are  hereby  ratified  and  made  legal.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  18,  1855.] 

ChttJ').  20o      An  Act  to  protect  the  Fisheries  in  the  Towns  of  Danvers  and  Beverly. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 
I"I'f  «'!,*"*',  ™'''^'      Sect,  1.     The  inhabitants  of  the  towns   of  Danvers  and 

Ta&6  Il?}llf  6lC* 

Beverly  and  vicinity,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  may,  at  all 
times,  take  fish  from  Porter's,  Crane,  and  Waters  Rivers,  so 
called,  situated  within  and  between  the  towns  above  named, 
in  any  manner  except  that  prohibited  in  the  following  sec- 
tion, 
]^tvmi^fishi'ng'  Sect,  2,  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  take  any  fish  in 
^^"^  '    either  of  the  rivers  named  in  the  first  section,  by  the  use  of 

a  seine  or  weir,  above  a  point  designated  in  the  third  sec- 
tion, he  or  they  shall  for  each  offence,  on  conviction  thereof, 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  the  fines  and  forfeitures 
to  be  recovered  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  one- 
half  to  the  use  of  the  town  in  which  the  offence  is  commit- 
ted, the  other  half  to  him  who  shall  prosecute  therefor. 
Pish  may  be  ta-      Sect,  3.     It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons 

ken  below  a  cer-  i  r.    i       >  J    r'  r 

tain  point,  etc.  whatcvcr  to  take  fish  in  any  manner  below  a  point  calledi 
Horse  Pasture  Point,  situated  in  the  town  of  Danvers,  and] 
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on  the  westerly  side  of  Bass  River,  and  near  or  below  tlie 
mouths  of  the  rivers  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Goverjior,  April  18,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  John  Howe,  Jr.,  to  build  a  Wharf  in  East  Boston.       Cfldj).  209 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  anthority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     John  Howe,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  Boston.'"  ^^** 
to  extend  his  wharf,  lying  between  the  wharves  of  W.  and 
D.  D.  Kelley  and  Henry  Jones,  on  Marginal  Street,  in  that 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston  called  East  Boston,  to  the  com- 
missioners' line,  so  called,  as  the   same  is  now  established 
by  law  in  Boston  Harbor;  and  he  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  ^''y^*''  ^"'• 
vessels  at  the   end  and   sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive 
wharfage   and   dockage  therefor :  provided,  however,  that  Proviso. 
this  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  flats  or 
land  of  this   Commonwealth  lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of 
any  other  person,  or  which  would  be  comprehended  by  the 
true  lines  of  such  flats  continued   to   said  commissioners' 
line  :  and  provided,  also,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  Proviaca,  aiso. 
be  constructed  below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on  piles, 
which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet 
in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse 
direction,  and  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  impair  the  legal 
rights  of  any  person  or  persons. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Society  of  Andover.        Chap.  210 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  saine,  as  follows  : 

Abraham   Marland,   Benjamin   H.   Punchard,   and   John  corporatora. 
Derby,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Protest-  J^'a^e. 
ant  Episcopal  Church  in  Andover ;  with  all  the  powers  and  powms,  duties, 
privileges,  and  subject  to  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties, set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of  the  twentieth  chapter  of  said 
statutes  which  relates  to  the  proprietors  of  churches  and 
meeting-houses,  with  power  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  ffta^flST'*' 
to  an  amount,  including  their  buildings  and  land  under  and 
17 
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appurtenant  to  the  same,  not  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of 
Proviso.  twenty  thousand  dollars :  provided,  the  income  thereof  be 

appropriated  exclusively  to  parochial  purposes.  {^Approved 
hy  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

Ghap.  211  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Manufacturing 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
^  tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

825,000  for  certain      Sect.  1.     The    Amcricau   Manufacturino;    Company  may 

purposes.  .  tiii  .    -,  p         .  '' 

become  interested  in,  and  hold  patent  rights  for,  inventions, 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      ^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855.] 

Chap.  zlZ      An  Act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  Fish  Weir  in  tlie  Town  of 

Yarmouth. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Fish  weir  in  Sect.  1.     Gcorgc  Weaver  and  his  associates  are  hereby 

authorized  to  construct  a  fish  weir  in  the  tide-waters  of 
Lewis  Bay,  so  called,  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth  in  the  county 

rroviso.  of  Barnstable,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish :  provided,  said 

weir  shall  cause  no  obstruction  to  navigation  or  encroach 
on  the  rights  of  others. 

Fenaity  for  un-        Sect.  2.      All  pcrsons  Unlawfully  taking  fish  from  said 

etc."  *""''''  weir,  or  causing  obstructions  to  the  passage  of  fish  to  said 
weir,  or  causing  damage  thereto,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  in  any 
court  competent  to  try  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  the  per- 
son who  shall  prosecute  therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Govetmor,  April  18,  1855.] 

Ch(ip.  213  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Sale  or  Disposition  of  Collateral  Security. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Penalty  for  sell-  Sect.  1.  If  any  pcrsou  who  shall  hold  any  collateral  se- 
auiiioritV,  $500  curltv,  dcDOsitcd  with  him  for  the  payment  of  any  debt 
onnient.  wiuch  iiiay  bc  duc  him;  shall",  before  such  debt  shall  become 
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due  and  payable,  and  ■without  the  authority  of  the  party 
who  shall  have  deposited  with  him  such  collateral  security, 
sell,  pledge,  loan,  or  in  any  way  dispose  of  the  same,  he  shall 
be  deemed  to  he  guilty  of  a  criminal  oflence,  and  liable  to 
an  indictment  for  so  doing,  and  shall  be  punished  by  fine 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in  the 
state  prison,  or  in  the  county  jail,  not  more  than  two  years. 
Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor j  April  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  time  of  holding  Courts  in  the  County  of  Worcester.  CJlttp,  214 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  terms  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  Time  of  holding 

,  p'ttt  i  1-1  •         1     1         1  J        1        Court  of  Common 

county  01    >Vorcester,  which  are  now  required  by  law  to  be  rieas changed, 
held  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  on  the  last  Monday  of  May 
and  the  fourth  Monday  of  September  annually,  shall  here- 
after be  held  at  the  same  place  on  the  second   Monday  of 
May  and  the  third  Monday  of  October,  annually. 

Sect.  2.     All  appeals,  recognizances,  continuances,  pro- ^''p^^'^- '■^'="eni- 
cesses  and  all  other  papers  and  matters  of  a  criminal  iia- "*^i>«i  ^^'""'^''i''- 
ture,  which  would  be  returnable  to   or  liave   day  in   said 
court  on  the  last  Monday  of  May,  shall   be   returned  to  the 
term  thereof,  hereby  established,  on  the  second  Monday  of 
May  next. 

Sect.  3.     The    grand   jurors  for    said    county    of   Wor-  Grand  jury,  when 

111  1 '  1  /»         •  1  11  ^'^  attend. 

cester  shall  attend  at  the  terms  or  said  court  hereby  estab- 
lished, on  the  second  Monday  of  May  and  the  tliird  Monday 
of  October,  instead  of  the  last  Monday  of  May  and  the 
fourth  Monday  of  September. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicat-  Chctp.  215 

ing  Liquors. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follpics  : 

Sect.  1.     It  shall  be  unlawful  and  criminal  for  any  person  rrniawfui  to  man- 
to  manufacture  for  sale,  or  sell  by  himself,  his  clerk,  servant  toxicatinfriiqiiors 

.        .  ,  except  as  ncrem- 

or  agent,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  spirituous  or  intoxicat-  after  provided, 
ing  liquor,  or  any  mixed  liquor  a  part  of  which  is  spirituous 
or  intoxicating,  unless  he  is  duly  authorized  so  to  do  as  is 
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Druggists  ma3' 
sell,  etc. 


Provided,  how 
ever. 


hereinafter  provided.  Ale,  porter,  strong  beer,  lager  beer, 
cider  and  all  wines,  shall  be  considered  intoxicating  liquors, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  as  well  as  all  distilled  spir- 
its ;  but  this  enumeration  shall  not  prevent  any  other  pure 
or  mixed  liquors  from  being  regarded  as  intoxicating. 
impoTtcrs    may      Sect.  2.     Nothino;  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  forbid 

sc-ll  as   imported  o  _    ^ 

ui  Miginai  casks,  i\^q  g^jg^  \)j  i]^q  importer  thereof,  of  foreign  spirituous  or 
intoxicating  liquors  imported  under  the  authority  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  regarding  the  importation  of  such 
liquor,  and  in  accordance  with  said  laws,  provided  that  the 
said  liquor,  at  the  time  of  said  sale  by  said  importer,  re- 
mains in  the  original  casks  or  packages  in  which  it  was  by 
him  imported,  and  in  quantities  not  less  than  the  quantities 
in  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States  require  such  liquor 
to  be  imported,  and  is  sold  by  him  in  said  casks  or  pack- 
ages, and  in  said  quantities  only,  and  as  pure  and  unadul- 
terated as  when  imported.  And  druggists  may  sell  pure 
alcohol  to  other  druggists,  apothecaries  and  physicians, 
known  to  be  such,  for  medicinal  purposes  only :  provided, 
hoivever,  that  every  druggist  so  selling  shall  keep  a  book,  in 
which  he  shall  enter  the  date  of  every  sale  of  alcohol  made 
by  him,  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  his  residence,  and  the 
quantity  sold,  and  if  exported,  the  place  to  which  exported, 
and  the  name  of  the  consignee ;  which  book  shall,  at  all 
times,  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  the  city  or  the  selectmen  of  the  town  in  which  he  has  his 
place  of  business.  And  if  any  druggist,  or  the  clerk  or  agent 
of  such  druggist,  shall  be  convicted  of  an  illegal  sale,  he  shall 
pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars,  one-half  of  which  shall 
go  to  the  complainant,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Sect.  3.  It  shall  be  unlawful  and  criminal  for  any  person 
to  own,  possess,  or  keep  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor, 
with  intent  to  sell  the  same  in  this  Commonwealth ;  and  no 
owner  of  any  such  liquor  shall  permit  or  suffer  any  other 
person  to  keep  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  same 
in  this  Commonwealth. 

Keeping  foreign      Sect.  4.     Nothins:  iu  tliis  act  shall  be  construed  to  forbid 

liquors  not  forbid,  .  .9  ,  .  .,  1 .  r.  r,         . 

etc.  the  owning,  possessing  or  keeping  or  liquors  oi  loreign  pro- 

duction, imported  by  the  owner  or  keeper  thereof  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in  accordance  therewith,  con- 
tained in  the  original  packages  in  which  it  was  by  said 
owner  or  keeper  imported,  and  in  quantities  not  less  than 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  prescribe,  or  the  owning, 
possessing  or  keeping  of  liquors  for  sale  under  the  authority 


$1,000  fine  for 
selling  illegally, 


Unlawfulto  own, 
etc.,  with  intent 
to  sell. 
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of  this  act;  and  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  con-  chemists  may 
strued  to  prevent  any  chemist,  artist  or  manufacturer,  in  not  for  saic. 
whose  art  or  trade  they  may  be  necessary,  from  keeping  at 
his  place  of  business  such  spirituous  liquors  as  he  may  have 
occasion  to  use  in  his   art  or  trade,  but  not  for  sale ;  and 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  cider  for  other  purposes  than  that  of  a  cmer and  wine 
beverage,  or  of  unadulterated  wine  for  sacramental  pur-  poses, 
poses. 

Sect.  5.     Tiie  selectmen  of  anv  town,  and  the  mayor  and  Agpntsforseiims: 

1        n       "  -\r        1  c    -yr  11*"''®    appointed 

aldermen  of  any  city,  on  the  nrst  Jionday  oi  May  annually,  annuauy. 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be  convenient,  may  appoint 
some  suitable  person  or  persons,  as  agent  or  agents  of  such 
city  or  town,  to  purchase  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquors, 
and  to  sell  the  same  at  some  central  or  convenient  place  or 
places  within  said  city  or  town,  to  be  used  in  the  arts,  or 
for  medicinal,  chemical,  and  mechanical  purposes,  and  no 
other ;  and  every  such  agent  shall  receive  such  fixed  and  salary, 
definite  salary,  not  dependent  in  amount  upon  the  sales,  for 
his  services,  as  the  board  appointing  him  shall  prescribe, 
and  shall,  in  the  sale  of  such  liquors,  conform  to  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  the  selectmen  or  mayor  and  aldermen 
aforesaid  shall  prescribe  for  that  purpose ;  and  every  such 
agent  shall  hold  his  situation  for  one  year  from  the  time  of 
his  appointment,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  board  which 
appointed  him,  as  he  may  be,  at  any  time,  at  the  pleasure  of 
said  board:  provided,  that  the  selectmen  of  every  town  con- Fenaityjo.^^nep- 
taining  not  less  than  one  thousand  inhabitants,  and  the  "g^'"*- 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  every  city,  shall  appoint  at  least  one 
such  agent  every  year,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  neglecting  to  make  such 
appointment  for  the  space  of  three  months  after  they  have 
entered  upon  their  respective  offices,  to  be  recovered  in  an 
action  of  tort  brought  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  by  any 
person  who  may  sue  for  the  same,  one-half  for  bis  own  ben- 
efit, the  other  half  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  6.  Evei-y  agent  appointed  according  to  the  preced-  co°rd"o/siuls?etcr 
ing  section  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which  he  shall  enter  the 
date  of  every  sale  of  spirituous  liquor  made  by  him,  the  per- 
son to  whom  sold,  the  kind,  quantity,  and  price  of  the  liquor 
sold,  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  sold,  substantially  in 
the  followino;  form,  to  wit : — 
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Kind  and  Quantity. 


Purpose  of  use.        Trice. 


Penalty  for  false 
statements  to 
ayents. 


Which  book  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  selectmen  of  tlie  town,  or  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
the  city,  for  which  such  agent  may  be  appointed,  and  also  to 
overseers  of  the  poor,  sherifls,  constables,  and  justices  of 
the  peace,  in  the  towns  and  cities  in  which  they  respectively 
of^V"urchases'  I'Gsidc.  Evcry  such  agent  sliall  also  keep  an  account  of  all  pur- 
^^°-  '  chases  of  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquors  made  by  him,  in 

which  he  shall  specify  the  kinds  and  quantity  purchased,  the 
prices  paid,  and  the  persons  of  whom  they  were  purchased, 
together  with  the  dates  of  the  purchases;  and  he  shall  also 
keep  a  regular  account  of  all  the  forfeited  spirituous  or  in- 
toxicating liquors  delivered  to  him  for  sale  by  order  of  any 
justice  or  court. 

Sect.  7.  If  any  person  purchasing  any  spirituous  or  in- 
toxicating liquor  of  any  such  agent  shall  intentionally  make 
to  such  agent  any  false  statement  regarding  the  use  to  which 
such  liquor  is  intended  to  be  applied  by  the  purchaser,  such 
person  so  offending  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  or  police  court,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  live  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars  and  the  costs 
of  prosecution,  and  shall  stand  committed  till  the  same  be 
paid. 

Sect.  8.  Every  agent,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  re- 
ceive a  certificate  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen 
by  whom  he  may  be  appointed,  authorizing  him,  as  agent  of 
such  city  or  town,  to  purchase  intoxicating  liquors  to  be 
used  in  the  arts,  or  for  medicinal,  chemical  and  mechanical 
purposes  only,  and  to  sell  the  same  for  such  purposes,  and 
no  other,  at  such  place  within  their  respective  town  or  city 
as  by  them  shall  be  deemed  suitable,  which  place  shall  be 
designated  with  precision  in  said  certificate ;  but  such  cer- 
tificate shall  not  be  delivered  to  the  person  so  appointed 
until  he  shall  have  executed  and  delivered  to  said  board  a 
bond,  with  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  dollars,  in  substance  as  follows : — 


Apents  to  receive 
certificate  and 
give  bond. 
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Know  all  men  that  we, ,  as  principal,  and and  Form  of  bonj. 

as  sureties,  are  holden,  and  stand  firmly  bound  to  the 


inhabitants  of  the  town  of ,  (or  city,  as  the  case  may 

be,)  in  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  unto  them, 
their  successors  or  assigns,  to  which  payment  we  bind  our- 
seh^es,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  jointly  and 
severally,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals, 
and  dated  this day  of ,  A.  D. .  The  condi- 
tion of  this   obligation   is    such,  that,  whereas    the    above 

bounden has   been   duly  appoiuted   an   agent  for  the 

town,  (or  city,)  of to  purchase  intoxicating  liquors,  and 

to  sell  the  same  within,  for,  and  on  account  of  said  town, 
(or  city,)  to  be  used  in  the  arts,  or  for  medicinal,  chemical, 

and  mechanical  purposes,  and  no  other,  until  the day 

of  ,  A.  D.  ,   unless    sooner    removed   from    said 

agency :  Now,  if  the  said shall,  in  all  respects,  con- 
form to  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  the  business 
for  which  he  is  appointed,  and  to  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  now  are,  or  shall  from  time  to  time  be,  estab- 
lished by  the  board  making  the  appointment,  then  this 
obligation  to  be  void, — otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 
And  the  town  and  city  clerks  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  p^ord  of  agents 

J  r  \aw  oneii  to  in- 

names  and  certificates  in  full,  of  all  persons  appointed  as  spection. 
aforesaid  as  agents  in  their  respective  towns  and  cities, 
which  record  shall  be  open  to  public  inspection  at  all  reas- 
onable times ;  and  the  said  town  and  city  clerks  shall,  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  the  appointment  of  said  agents, 
furnish  a  list  of  their  names  to  the  county  commissionci^  of 
their  respective  counties. 

Sect.  9.     The  commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  and  county  commis- 

,  '  ,  sioners    may    li- 

the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Loston,  on  the  first  cense  to  manu- 

•'  .;  '  facture,  etc.,  for 

Jklonday  of  May  annually,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  oueyear. 
may  authorize  such  persons  as  shall  apply  to  them  in  writing 
to  manufacture  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquors  at  a  suitable 
place  or  places,  within  their  respective  counties  and  city, 
and  to  sell  the  same  in  quantities  not  less  than  thirty  gal- 
lons, to  be  exported  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  be 
used  in  the  arts,  or  for  mechanical  and  chemical  purposes 
in  this  Commonwealth,  or  in  any  quantity  to  duly  author- 
ized agents  of  towns  and  cities ;  and  such  authority,  given 
as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  for  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  date  thereof,  unless  sooner  revoked  for  cause,  or  annul- 
led as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  10.     Every  manufacturer  authorized  according  "^Q  f^^^\lt^ToV° 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section  shall  keep  a  book,  *^'^^'  '^'^' 
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in  "wiiicli  he  shall  enter  the  date  of  every  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  made  by  him,  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  his  resi- 
dence, and  the  quantity  and  kind  of  liquor  sold,  and  if  ex- 
poited,  the  place  to  which  exported,  and  the  name  of  the 
consignee,  substantially  in  the  following  form,  to  wit : — 


Name  of 
Purchaser. 


Residence  of 
Purchaser. 


Quantity  and 
kind   of  liquor. 


Where 
exported. 


Name  of 
Consignee. 


Purpose  of 
use. 


Which  book  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection. of 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  of  the  county  commissioners 
by  whom  he  was  authorized  to  manufacture  spirits. 
jianufacturers  to      Sect.  11.     Evcrv  pcrsou  authorizcd  as  aforesaid,  shall 

receive   a  cortifl-  .  •  r-  n  ^  •       •  i 

cate  etc  andto  rcceivc  a  certiiicate  irom  the  county  commissioners,  or  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  by  whom  he  is  authorized,  giving  him 
authority  to  manufacture  and  sell  spirituous  and  intoxicating 
liquors,  as  aforesaid,  at  such  place  within  their  respective 
counties  or  city  as  by  them  shall  be  deemed  suitable,  which 
place  shall  be  designated  with  precision  in  such  certificate ; 
but  such  certiiicate  shall  not  be  delivered  to  such  person 
until  he  shall  have  executed  and  delivered  to  said  board  a 
■  boad,  with  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars,  in  substance  as  follows: — 

Form  of  bond.         Kuow  all  men  that  we, ,  as  principal,  and and 

,  as  sureties,  are  holden  and  stand  firmly  bound  to  the 

inhabitants  of  the  county  of ,  (or  city  of  Boston,  as  the 

case  may  be,)  in  J.he  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
unto  them,  their  successors  or  assigns,  to  which  payment 
we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators, 
jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents.     Sealed  with 

our  seals,  and   dated  tliis  day   of  ,  A.   D. . 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that,  whereas,  the 
above  bounden has  been  duly  authorized  to  manufac- 
ture spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors  at ,  in  the  town 

(or  city)  of ,  and  county  of ,  and  to  sell  the  same 

in  quantities  not  less  than  thirty  gallons,  to  be  exported 
out  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  to  be  used  in  the  arts,  or  for 
mechanical  and  chemical  purposes,  or  in  any  quantity  to  dul}' 
authorized  agents  of  towns  and  cities,  as  by  law  provided, 
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until  the day  of ,  A.  D.  ,  unless  sucli  author- 
ity be  sooner  revoked  or  annulled  :    Now,  if  the  said 

shall,  in  all  respects,  conform  to  the  provisions  of  law  re- 
lating to  the  business  which  he  is  authorized,  as  above,  to 
pursue,  and  shall  violate  no  law  of  the  Commonwealth, 
touching  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  spirituous  or  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  during  the  term  for  which  he  is  authorized  to 
manufacture  such  liquors  as  above  mentioned,  then  this  ob- 
ligation to  be  void, — otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 
And  if  any  person,   so  authorized  and  bound,   shall  com-  Breach  of  bond 

*i      I.  /  '  iiimuls  CGrtificut6 

mit  any  breach  of  the  conditions  of  his  bond,  his  certificate 
shall  thereupon  be  null  and  void,  and  he  shall  not  thereafter 
be  authorized  or  permitted  to  manufacture  or  sell  spiritu- 
ous or  intoxicating  liquors. 

^Sect.  12.  The  clerks  of  the  commissioners  of  the  scv- cierks,  etc.,  to 
eral  counties,  and  the  city  clerk  of  Boston,  shall  keep  a  persons  author- 
record»of  the  names,  residences,  and  certificates  in  full,  of 
all  persons  authorized  b}^  said  commissioners,  and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  Boston,  respectively,  to  manufacture  and 
sell,  as  hereinbefore  provided  in  section  fifth,  and  also  the 
names  and  residences  of  all  agents  of  towns  and  cities,  fur- 
nished them  by  town  and  city  clerks,  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion eight,  which  record  shall  be  open  to  public  inspection 
at  all  reasonable  times  ;  and  they  shall  furnish  a  list  of  said 
names,  with  their  residences,  to  all  persons  authorized  b}^ 
boards  respectively  to  manufacture  and  sell  spirituous  or 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  to  all  agents  of  towns  and  cities, 
whose  names  have  been  furnished  them  as  aforesaid,  within 
their  respective  counties. 

Sect.  13.     Any  mayor,  alderman,  selectman,  sheriff,  dep-  certain  officers 

'  iTiQv   flrrGSt  for 

uty  sheriff,  chief  of  police,  or  deputy  chief  of  police,  city  ^?"'ng  wuhout 
marshal,  deputy  or  assistant  marshal,  police  officer,  consta- 
ble or  watchman,  in  his  city  or  town,  may,  without  a  warrant, 
arrest  any  person  or  persons  whom  they  may  find  in  the  act 
of  illegally  selling,  transporting,  or  distributing  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  seize  the  liquors,  vessels,  and  implements  of 
sale  in  the  possession  of  said  person  or  persons,  and  detain 
them  in  some  place  of  safe  keeping  until  warrants  can  be 
procured  on  complaint  made  for  the  trial  of  said  person  or 
persons,  and  for  the  seizure  of  said  liquor,  vessels,  and  im- 
plements under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  it  shall  be  Di^ty  of  oncers. 
the  duty  of  the  several  officers  aforesaid  to  enforce  the 
penalties  provided  in  this  act,  or  cause  them  to  be  enforced, 
against  every  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  violation 
thereof  of  which  they  can  obtain  reasonable  proof.     And  if 
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Breach  of  bond 
voiJs  authority  to 
sell. 


Penalty  for  first 
conviction. 


any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  chief  of  police,  or  deputy  chief  of 
police,  constable  or  police  ofl&cer,  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
written  notice  of  any  violation  of  this  act,  and  the  names  of 
witnesses  thereof,  and  shall  for  two  weeks  neglect  to  com- 
mence an  action  thereon,  or  prosecute,  any  complainant 
thereafter  shall  be  entitled  to  all  fines  imposed  and  col- 
lected for  said  violation  of  this  act. 

Sect.  14.  Whenever  complaint  shall  be  made  to  the 
county  commissioners  of  any  county,  or  to  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  any  city,  or  to  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  that 
a  breach  of  the  conditions  of  the  bond,  given  by  any  person 
authorized  by  them  to  purchase  and  sell,  or  to  manufacture 
and  sell,  intoxicating  liquors,  has  been  committed,  they  shall 
notify  the  person  complained  of;  and  if  upon  a  hearing  of 
the  parties  it  shall  appear  that  any  breach  of  such  bond  has 
been  committed,  they  shall  revoke  and  make  void  his  au- 
thority, and  shall,  at  the  expense  and  for  the  use  of  their 
county,  city  or  town,  cause  the  bond  to  be  put  in  suif  in  any 
court  proper  to  try  the  same,  or  they  may  put  such  bond  in 
suit  without  said  complaint,  notice  or  hearing. 

Sect.  15.  If  any  person,  by  himself,  his  clerk,  servant  or 
agent,  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  on  any  pretence  or  by 
any  device,  sell,  or,  in  consideration  of  the  purchase  of  any 
other  property,  give,  to  any  other  person  any  spirituous  or 
intoxicating  liquor,  or  any  mixed  liquor,  part  of  which  is 
spirituous  or  intoxicating,  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  he  shall,  on  being  convicted  of  one  such  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  pay  ten  dollars  and  the  costs 
of  prosecution,  and  be  imprisoned  in  the  house  of  correc- 
tion not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty  days ; — on 
being  convicted  of  a  second  such  violation  thereof,  either  at 
the  same  or  another  term  of  the  court,  or  on  the  same  com- 
plaint or  indictment  which  charges  the  first  such  violation  of 
this  act,  or  on  another,  he  shall  pay  twenty  dollars  and  the 
costs  of  prosecution,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  in 'the  house 
of  correction  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more  than  sixty  days ; 
— on  being  convicted  of  a  third,  and  any  subsequent  such 
violation  of  this  act,  either  at  the  same  or  a  different  term 
of  the  court,  or  on  the  same  complaint  or  indictment  which 
charges  the  first  and  second,  or  any  violation  or  violations 
of  this  act,  or  on  another  complaint  or  indictment,  he  shall 
pay  fifty  dollars  and  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and  shall  be 
imprisoned  in  the  house  of  correction  not  less  than  three 
i'^g'^equaiiy' Buii- ^^^^'  uiorc  than  six  months; — and  if  any  clerk,  servant  or 
tywith  principal,  agent,  Or  any  other  person,  in  the  employment  or  on  the 


Second  convic- 
tion. 


Third  conviction. 


1855. — Chapter  215.  631 

premises  of  another,  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion, he  shall  be  held  equally  guilty  with  the  principal,  and 
on  conviction  shall  suffer  the  same  punishment.  And  when 
any  act  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  has 
been  committed  by  any  clerk,  servant  or  agent,  or  other 
person  as  aforesaid,  the  names  of  all  the  parties  charged 
with  the  offence  may  be  included  in  the  same  complaint, 
warrant  or  indictment,  and  all  the  parties  may  be  tried  at 
the  same  time,  and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  accordingly, 
and  each  person  so  convicted  shall  be  subject  to  the  fines 
and  imprisonment  provided  for  the  offence.  And  one  or  one  or  more  vio- 
more  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  may  be  tri«''«tsamo 
alleged  in  the  same  complaint  or  indictment,  and  be  tried  at 
the  same  time ;  and  when  any  person  is  convicted  of  more 
than  one  offence  on  any  such  complaint  or  indictment,  he 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  punishments  as  if  he  had  been 
successively  convicted  on  as  many  complaints  or  indictments 
as  there  are  offences  of  which  he  is  con\ic,ted:  p7-ovided,^'-'°'^''^^'^- 
that  the  whole  aggregate  term  of  imprisonment  under  any 
one  complaint  or  indictment,  or  at  any  one  term  of  the 
court,  for  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall 
never  exceed  one  year :  provided,  ahvays,  that  the  fines 
imposed  by  this  section  shall  always  be  in  addition  to  the 
imprisonment,  and  that,  if  the  fine  and  costs  in  any  case  be 
not  paid,  the  imprisonment  shall  be  extended  thirty  days. 
Ten  dollars,  attorney's  fee,  to  be  paid  to  the  attorney  who  Attorney's  fee. 
appears  for  the  government,  shall  be  taxed  and  allowed  as 
part  of  the  costs  in  each  case  when  a  tine  is  imposed  under 
this  act. 

Sect.   1G.     Every  offence  declared  in  the  preceding  sec- Offences,  by 

,.  i.-Ti  .111  ■         .n.i  whom  tried. 

tion  may  be  tried  and  punished  by  any  justice  of  the  peace 
or  police  court  having  jurisdiction  to  try  criminal  offences 
in  the  place  where  the  same  was  committed,  as  well  as  by 
the  court  of  common  picas  or  municipal  court. 

Sect.  17.     If  any  person  shall  be  a  manufacturer  of  an v  ,"'''","',7 '""'■""" 
spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor  for  sale,  or  a  common  seller  'acturing,  etc. 
thereof,  without  being  duly  appointed  or  authorized  as  afore- 
said, and  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall, 
on  being  convicted  of  one  such  violation  of  the  provisions  ^''■^''=°°'^'<=*'°°- 
of  this  act,  pay  fifty  dollars  and  the  costs  of  prosecution, 
and  be  imprisoned  in  the  house  of  correction  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  six  months,  and  shall  stand  committed 
until  the  said  fine  and  costs  are  paid:   and  on  bein";  con- second convic- 

^  o  tion. 

victed  of  a  second  such  violation  thereof,  either  at  the  same 
or  a  different  term  of  the  court,  or  on  the  same  indictment 
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which  charges  the  first  such  violation  of  this  act,  or  on  an- 
other, shall  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  and  the  cost 
of  prosecution,  and  be  imprisoned  six  months  in  the  house 

Third  and  subsc  of  corrcctiou  J  and  on  being  convicted  of  a  third  and  any 
subsequent  such  violation  of  this  act,  either  at  the  same  or 
a  different  term  of  the  court,  or  on  the  same  indictment 
which  charges  the  first  and  second  or  any  violations  or  vio- 
lation of  this  act,  or  on  another  indictment,  he  shall  pay  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  and  the  costs  of  prosecution, 
and  shall  bb  imprisoned  twelve  months  in  the  house  of  cor- 
rection in  the  county  where  the  offence  was  committed ;  the 
offences  declared  by  this  section  to  be  tried  by  indictment, 
and  punished  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  municipal 
court,  in  the  respective  counties  where  the  offences  are  com- 

Thrcc  sales  evi-  mittcd.     And  thrcc  several  sales  of  spirituous  or  intoxicat- 

dcnce  of  violation  .  i 

mg  liquors,  either  to  different  persons  or  to  the  same  person, 
shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  a  violation  of  this  section ;  but 
this  shall  not  prevent  proof  of  the  same  by  other  evidence. 

^a'mels*''rind^i'i  "^^^  ^^  ^^J  clcrk,  scrvaut  or  argent,  or  any  other  person  in 
the  employment  or  on  the  premises  of  another,  shall  violate 
the  provisions  of  this  section,  he  shall  be  held  equally  guilty 
with  the  principal,  and  on  conviction  shall  suffer  the  same 
punishment ;  and  when  any  act  in  violation  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section  has  been  committed  by  any  clerk,  servant  or 
agent,  or  other  person,  as  aforesaid,  the  names  of  all  the 
parties  accused  may  be  included  in  the  same  complaint  or 
indictment,  and  all  the  parties  may  be  tried  at  the  same 
time,  and  judgment  be  rendef  ed  accordingly ;  and  each  per- 
son so  convicted  shall  incur  the  fines  and  imprisonment  pro- 
vided for  the  offence ;  and  two  or  more  acts  of  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  this  section  may  be  alleged  in  the  same 
complaint  or  indictment,  and  be  tried  at  the  same  time ;  and 
every  person  convicted  on  any  such  indictment  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  punishments  as  if  he  had  been  successively 
convicted  on  as  many  indictments  as  there  are  counts  on 

Proviso.  which  he  has  been  convicted :  provided,  that  the  whole  aggre- 

gate term  of  imprisonment  to  which  any  person  may  be  sen- 
tenced under  any  one  indictment,  or  at  any  one  term  of  the 
court,  for  violations  of  this  section,  shall  never  exceed  one 
year. 

^oX'^b'""es-°*'      Sect.  18.     If  any  expressman,  common  carrier  or  other 

pressmen.  persou,  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  any  other  per- 

son, receive  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor  which  has 
been  sold  or  is  intended  for  sale  in  violation  of  this  act,  he 
havino;  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  the  same  has  been 
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so  sold  or  is  so  intended  to  be  sold,  sucli  expressman,  com- 
mon carrier  or  other  person,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
pay  twenty  dollars  and  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and  shall 
stand  committed  until  the  same  be  paid;  the  same  to  be  now  recovered. 
recovered  on  complaint  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  or 
police  court  having  criminal  jurisdiction,  either  in  the  place 
where  said  liquor  may  be  received,  or  in  any  place  through 
which  it  may  be  carried,  or  in  the  place  at  which  it  may  be 
delivered  to  the  purchaser  or  any  person  for  him. 

Sect.  19.  If  any  person  having  authority  from  any  rail- s^u'e  subject. 
road  corporation  to  receive  goods  to  be  transported  by  such 
corporation,  shall  receive  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating 
liquor  which  has  been  sold,  or  is  intended  for  sale,  in  viola- 
tion of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  trans- 
ported on  such  railroad,  he  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  same 
having  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  the  same  has  been 
so  sold,  or  is  so  intended  for  sale,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be 
tried  and  punished  as  a  common  carrier,  as  before  provided ; 
and  the  said  railroad  corporation  shall  also  be  liable  to  pay  i>aiiroad  corpora- 
a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  and  the  costs  of  prosecution,  to  be 
recovered  by  indictment  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  in 
the  municipal  court  in  any  county  in  which  such  liquor  m.ay 
have  been  received  or  in  which  it  may  be  carried. 

Sect.  20.     Every  person  who  shall  brino-  into  this  State,  Penalty  for  bring- 

1  11,  n  1  ,  -I  •,!  .        ,1  '  ingliauor  Into  the 

or  who  shall  convey  irom  place  to  place  within  the  same,  state,  etc. 
any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor,  with  intent  to  sell  the 
same  himself,  or  to  have  the  same  sold  by  another,  or  having 
reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  the  same  is  intended  to  be 
sold  by  any  other  person,  in  violation  of  this  act,  sliall  be 
punished  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  fifteenth  section  of 
this  act  for  any  person  selling  spirituous  or  intoxicating 
liquor,  illegally,  on  conviction  for  the  first  and  each  succeed- 
ing ofi"ence,  and  shall  have  the  same  right  of  appeal. 

Sect.  21.     If  the  husband,  wife,  parent,  child,  guardian  penalty  for  seii- 
or  employer  of  any  person  who  has  the  habit  of  drinkino;  sons^after  notice 

...  .     ,         ."^     ^.  T  .  in.  ,  .    °  ill    -nritlnK,    not 

spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor  to  excess,  shall  o^ive  notice '^^s^  than  $20  nor 

.  .^.  .  iii-T  ,  T,.  m<Jre  than  $500. 

in  writing,  signed  by  him  or  her,  to  any  person,  not  to  deliver 
any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor  to'  the  person  who  has 
such  habit,  if  the  person  so  notified  shall  deliver  any  spirit- 
uous or  intoxicating  liquor  to  the  person  who  has  such  habit, 
at  any  time  within  twelve  months  after  such  notice  given, 
the  person  giving  such  notice  may,  in  an  action  of  tort 
brought  by  him  or  her,  recover  of  the  person  so  notified  any 
sum  not  less  than  twenty-one  nor  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  as  may  be  assessed  by  the  jury  as  damages ;  and 


634 


1855— Chapter  215. 


In  case  of  assault, 
etc..    a    joint   or 


any  married  woman  may  bring  such  action  in  lier  own  name, 
notwithstanding  her  coverture,  and  all  damages  recovered 
by  her  shall  go  to  her  separate  use.  In  case  of  the  death 
of  any  party  to  or  against  whom  an  action  is  given  by  this 
section,  it  shall  survive  to  or  against  his  or  her  executors 
or  administrators. 

Sect.  22.     If  any  person  in  a  state  of  intoxication  shall 
para'te ■""aVtioii  conimit  auv  assault  and  battery,  or  injure  any  property,  the 

luay  bo  biouglit.  ,o.,ti.,i  ••i  i-  j. 

person  who  furnished  hmi  the  spirituous  liquor  or  any  part 
of  it  which  occasioned  his  intoxication,  if  the  same  was  fur- 
nished him  in  violation  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  action  on  behalf  of  the  party  injured  which  the  party 
injured  would  have  against  the  person  intoxicated ;  and  the 
party  injured,  or  his  legal  representatives,  may  bring  either 
a  joint  action  against  the  person  intoxicated  and  the  person 
who  furnished  the  liquor,  or  a  separate  action  against  either. 
Officers  to  mate  Sect.  23.  If  any  person  shall  be  found  in  a  state  of  in- 
warrant  for  dis-  toxicatiou  lu  uny  highway,  street,  court-house,  town-house,  or 
ur  mg  e  peace  ^^^n^^  public  placc,  Or  shall  bc  found  in  a  state  of  intoxication 
in  any  place,  committing  any  breach  of  the  peace  or  disturb- 
ing others  by  noise,  any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  constable, 
watchman,  or  police  officer,  shall,  without  any  warrant,  take 
such  person  into  custody,  and  detain  him  in  some  proper 
place  until  in  the  opinion  of  such  officer  he  shall  be  so  far 
recovered  from  his  intoxication  as  to  render  it  proper  to 
carry  him  before  a  court  of  justice :  such  officer  shall  then 
take  him  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  or  police  court  in 
the  town  or  city  where  such  person  may  have  been  found, 
and  shall  then  make  a  complaint  before  such  justice  or  court 
against  such  person  for  the  crime  of  drunkenness  under  the 
•eighteenth  section  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirtieth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes :  and  if  such  person  so  arrested 
shall  then  disclose  fully,  the  name  of  the  person  of  whom, 
and  the  time,  place,  and  manner  in  which,  the  liquor  pro- 
ducing his  intoxication  was  procured,  and  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  it,  such  justice  or  court  shall  administer 
to  him  the  oath  provided  for  witnesses,  and  shall  interrogate 
him  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  who  made  the  arrest, 
respecting  the  matters  aforesaid ;  and  if  it  shall  thereupon 
appear  to  the  said  officer  and  magistrate  that  either  of  the 
offences  specified  in  the  fifteenth  or  seventeenth  sections  of 
this  act  has  been  committed,  the  officer  who  made  the  arrest 
shall,  in  due  form,  tile  his  complaint  for  the  commission  of 
either  of  said  offences,  before  the  said  justice  or  police  court, 
against  the  person  or  persons  who,  upon  such  disclosure 


OfScer  to  com- 
plain, etc. 


Proceedings 
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being  made,  shall  appear  to  the  officer  to  have  been  guilty 
thereof,  and  the  person  so  tf^ken  intoxicated  shall  be  named 
as  one  of  the  witnesses  in  the  said  complaint,  and  a  subpoena 
shall  issue  against  him  as  such.  And  the  said  officer  shall 
thereupon  discontinue  his  prosecution  for  drunkenness,  and 
the  person  so  arrested  shall  be  discharged,  and  shall  not  be 
liable  to  be  prosecuted  again  for  the  same  offence. 

Sect.  24.     Any  person  who   shall  own,  possess,  or  keep  Pd-sons  convict- 

.    .,  "^  •.         •        ,.  T  -xl      •     i        i.   X  11    ,,  ^  ed.  etc..  fined  SIO 

any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor,  with  intent  to  sell  the  andcosts.andim- 

.  I   •        r^  1    1  ,  i        ,  1  .    .  n  prisoned    twenty 

same  in  this  Commonwealth,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  ^la-^s. 
this  act,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  justice  of  ■ 
the  peace  or  any  police  court  having  jurisdiction  to  try 
criminal  offences  in  the  place  where  such  liquor  is  kept,  be 
fined  ten  dollars  and  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and  shall  be 
imprisoned  twenty  days  in  the  house  of  correction,  and  shall 
be  imprisoned  twenty  days  longer  if  said  fine  and  costs  are 
not  paid.  And  a  complaint  may  be  made  and  prosecuted 
under  this  section,  whether  any  liquor  has  been  seized  as 
being  owned'or  kept  by  the  person  complained  against  or 
not. 

Sect.  25.     If  any  two  persons,  being  of  full  ao-e,  and  com-  Justice  or  court 

1  .~  iiiir-  .  .  pi"^  '"''^    issue    war- 

Ipetent  to  testirv,  shall,  belore  any  lustice  oi  the  peace,  or  ""ant  of  search  up- 

K     1  n  "i  •  1  •  •        -     T       •  •      .  onciimplaint,  un- 

ludo-e  of  any  police  court,  having  lurisdiction  to  try  criminal  <ier  oath,  or  two 

t  /    ^  ,     .  '     -,  ,  rn  persons. 

icauses,  make  complaint  under  oath  or  affirmation  that  they 
lave  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  any  spirituous 
)r  intoxicating  liquor,  described  in  the  complaint,  is  kept  or 
[deposited  in  any  store,  shop,  warehouse,  or  in  any  steamboat 
lor  other  vessel,  or  in  any  vehicle  of  any  kind,  or  in  any 
[building  or  place  in  any  city  or  town,  by  any  person  named 
^n  said  complaint,   and  intended  for  sale  in  this  Common- 
wealth by  such  person,  such  person  not  being  authorized  to 
^eell  the  same,  or  manufacture,  or  to  keep  the  same  for  sale 
in  this  Commonwealth,  for  any  purpose   under  this  act,  or 
any  other  legal  authority  whatever,  said  justice  or  court, 
upon  its  appearing  that  there  is  probable  cause  to  believe 
said  complaint  to  be  true,  shall  issue  a  warrant  of  search  to 
any  sheriff,  or  deputy  sheriff,   or  city  marshal,  or  chief  of 
police,  or  deputy  chief  of  police,  or  deputy  marshal,  or  con- 
stable, commanding  such  officer  to   search  the  premises  in 
which  it  is  alleged   such  liquor  is  deposited,  and  to  seize 
such  liquor,  with  the  vessels  in  which  it  is  contained,  and  to 
keep  the  same  securely  until  final  action  be  had  thereon, 
and  to  return  the  warrant,  with  his  doings  thereon,  as  soon  Ketumofwar- 

rant. 

as  may  be,  to  the  justice  or  court  that  issued  the  warrant, 
or  to  some  other  justice  or  police  court  having  jurisdiction 
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in  criminal  cases  in  the  place  where  such  liquor  is  alleged 
Dwelling-houses  to  bc  kcpt  Or  dcDOsited ;  and  if  the  place  to  be  searched  be 

exempt,  uuless,  r^  ^  '  .     ,  ^         ,       .       , 

etc.  a  dwelling-house,  used  and  occupied  exclusively  as  such,  and 

no  tavern,  store,  or  grocery,  eating-room,  or  place  of  com- 
mon resort  be  kept  therein,  such  warrant  shall  not  be  issued  ; 
but  no  warrant  shall  issue  for  the  search  of  any  dwelling- 
house  unless  one  of  said  complainants  shall  make  oath  or 
affirmation  that  he  has  reason  to  believe,  and  does  believe, 
that  such  liquor  lias  been  sold  therein  or  taken  therefrom 
for  the  purpose  of  being  sold  by  the  occupant  thereof,  or  by 
his  consent  or  permission,  contrary  to  law,  within  the  time 
of  one  month  next  before  making  such  complaint,  and  is  then 
kept  therein  for  sale  by  the  person  complained  against,  con- 
trary to  law,  and  shall,  in  his  oath  or  affirmation,  state  the 
facts  and  circumstances  on  which  such  belief  is  founded;  and 
such  allegations  shall  be  recited  in  the  complaint  and  war- 

comphunt  shall  rant.     'And    in    all    cases  the  complaint  shall  particularly 

particularly   de-  .  •  n         t        -i       •■>  -<•  j_  i  ti 

signate,  etc. .  desiguatc,  SO  as  to  identity,  the  building,  structure,  and  place 
to  be  searched,  the  liquors  to  be  seized,  the  person  by  whom 
they  are  owned,  kept,  or  possessed,  and  intended  for  sale, 
and  it  shall  allege  the  intent  of  such  person  to  sell  the  same 
in  this   Commonwealth  contrary  to   the  provisions   of  this 

Warrant  issued  act  I  and  the  Warrant  to  be  issued  on  said  complaint  shall 
be  supported  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  complainant  ; 
it  shall  allege  that  probable  cause  has  been  shown  for  the 
issuing  thereof;  and  the  place  to  be  searched,  the  liquors  to 
be  seized,  and  the  person  believed  to  be  the  owner,  posses- 
sor or  keeper  of  such  liquors,  and  intending  to  sell  the  same 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  within  this  Common- 
wealth, shall  be  set  out  therein  by  special  designation,  and 
with  the  same  particularity  as  in  the  complaint ;  and  the 
offence,  both  in  the  complaint  and  warrant,  shall  be  fully, 
plainly  and  substantially  described,  and  the  complainants 
shall  be  summoned  to  appear  as  witnesses  at  the  time  and 
place  which  shall  be  assigned  for  the  hearing  and  trial  upon 

Officer  shall       said  complaiut.     And  the  officer  to  whom  the  warrant  is 

search,  seize  ann  ,         f^  i  i        i  > 

convey  liquor,  etc  committed  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  search  the  premises 
described  in  the  warrant,  and  seize  the  liquor  described  in 
the  warrant,  with  the  casks  or  other  vessels  in  which  it  is 
contained,  if  they  are  found  in  or  upon  the  said  premises, 
and  shall  convey  the  same  to  some  proper  place  of  security, 
where  he  shall  keep  the  liquor  and  vessels  containing  it 
until  final  action  be  had  thereon. 

Proceedings  in        Sect.  26.     Whcuevcr  any  liquor  shall  have   been  seized 

cflSG  of  seizure 

under .$2u.  '       upou  any  such  warrant-,  the  justice  or  court  before  which  it 


shall   Ijc  sworn 
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is  returned,  if  in  the  opinion  of  said  justice  or  court  the 
value  of  the  liquor  seized,  with  the  vessels  containing  it, 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars,  shall,  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  such  seizure,  issue  a  written  notice,  to  be  signed 
by  the  justice  or  the  clerk  of  said  court,  under  the  seal  of 
the  justice  or  court,  commanding  the  person  complained 
against  as  the  keeper  of  the  liquor  seized,  and  all  other 
persons  claiming  any  interest  therein,  or  in  the  casks  or 
vessels  containing  the  same,  to  appear  before  said  justice  or 
court,  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  therein  named,  to  answer  to 
said  complaint,  and  for  trial,  and  to  show  cause,  if  any  they 
have,  why  such  liquor,  with  the  vessels  containing  it,  should 
not  be  forfeited.  Said  notice  shall  contain  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  number  and  kind  of  vessels,  and  quantity  and 
kind  of  liquor  seized,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  and  when  and 
v/here  they  were  so  seized,  and  shall  be  served  by  any  ^°^e^^*°^^ee  er 
sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  constable,  or  police  officer,  upon  the  of 'iqior. 
person  charged  with  being  the  keeper  of  the  liquor  seized, 
either  by  leaving  an  attested  copy  of  the  same  with  him 
personally,  or  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  if  he  be  an  inhab- 
itant of  the  Commonwealth,  and  also  be  served  by  posting 
up  another  attested  copy  of  the  same  on  the  building  in 
which  the  liquor  was  seized,  if  it  was  found  in  any  building, 
or  else  in  some  public  place  in  the  town  or  city  where  the 
liquor  was  seized,  and  also  by  publishing  another  attested 
copy  of  the  same,  at  least  twice,  in  some  newspaper  printed 
in  the  county  where  such  seizure  is  made,  if  there  be  any 
such  newspaper;  and  the  posting  up  of  said  notice,  and  the 
serving  the  same  on  the  party  complained  of  as  keeper,  and 
the  first  publication  in  said  newspaper  shall  be  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  trial;  and 
if,  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  trial,  the  said  notice  has  J^^^w  ".oti^^yw 
not  been  duly  served,  or  for  other  sufficient  cause,  the  trial  '^^^^s. 
may  be  postponed  till  some  other  day  and  place,  and  a  new 
notice  issued  to  be  served  anew,  so  as  to  supply  any  defect 
in  the  service  of  the  previous  notice ;  and  time  and  oppor- 
tunity for  trial  and  defence  shall  be  given  to  persons  inter- 
ested. - 

Sect,  27.  At  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  the  notice,  ccS-T"*^™' 
the  person  complained  against,  or  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons claiming  an  interest  in  the  said  liquor  and  vessels 
seized,  or  any  part  thereof,  may  appear  and  make  their 
claims  respectively,  either  verbally  or  in  writing ;  and  the 
justice  or  court  shall  keep  a  record  of  his  or  their  appear- 
ance and  claims,  and  he  or  they  shall  be  admitted  as  a  party 

19 
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or  parties  on  the  trial,  and  issues  may  be  joined  ;  and  whether 
any  person  shall  enter  any  claim  or  not,  the  justice  or  court 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  try,  hear  and  determine  the  alle- 
gations of  such  complaint,  and  whether  said  liquor  and  ves- 
sels, or  any  part  thereof,  be  forfeited ;  and  if,  upon  the  evi- 
dence presented  at  the  trial,  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  justice 
or  court  that  the  said  liquor  or  any  part  thereof  was,  when 
the  complaint  was  made,  owned  or  kept  by  the  person  alleged 
in  the  complaint  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold,  in  violation 
of  this  act,  the  said  court  or  justice  shall  render  judgment 
that  such  and  so  much  of  the  liquor  so  seized  as  was  so  unlaw- 
fully kept,  and  the  vessels  in  which  it  is  contained,  are  for- 
Liquors  forfeited  felted  to  the  Commonwcalth  I    and  any  of  such  liquor  so 

suitable   for  use,  .  ..„.., 

to  be  delivered  to  forfeited,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  said  nistice  or  court,  is 

agent,  etc.  '  '  ii-i  ^         •       ^ 

suitable  for  use  for  medicinal,  chemical  or  mechanical  pur- 
poses, shall,  by  the  authority  of  the  written  order  of  said 
justice  or  court  to  that  effect,  be  delivered  to  any  agent 
appointed  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  said  liquors  were  seized,  to  be  sold  by  him, 
and  the  net  proceeds  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. And  if  there  be  no  such  agent  in  the  said  town 
or  city,  such  of  the  said  liquors  as  are  suitable  for  use  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  to  any  such  agent  in  the  Com- 
monwealth that  the  said  justice  or  court  may  order,  to  be 
by  such  agent  sold,  and  the  proceeds  paid  over  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  any  officer  to  whom  such 
order  is  directed  shall  make  return  thereof  of  his  doings  in 
atir°ew"°\o"be  ^^-^^  prcmiscs,  and  any  of  such  liquors,  which,  in  the  opinion 
destroyed.'  of  Said  justicc  Or  court,  are  not  suitable  for  use  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  by  his  like  order,  be  detroyed  in  the  presence  of  said 
justice  or  court,  or  in  the  presence  of  some  person  appointed 
by  said  justice  or  court  to  witness  the  destruction  thereof, 
who  shall  join  with  the  officer  by  whom  they  are  destroyed 
in  attesting  the  fact,  upon  the  back  of  the  order,  by  authority 
Costs.  of  which  it  was  done.     And  if  no  person  shall  appear  and 

be  admitted  as  a  party  as  aforesaid,  or  if  judgment  shall  be 
rendered  in  favor  of  all  the  claimants  who  appear,  then  the 
cost  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  paid  as  in  other  criminal 
cases ;  but  if  only  one  party  appearing  shall  fail  to  sustain 
his  claim  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  pro- 
ceedings except  the  expense  of  seizing  and  keeping  the 
liquor,  and  an  execution  shall  be  issued  against  him  therefor. 
And  if  judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  more  than  one 
claimant  as  aforesaid  and  claiming  distinct  interests  in  said 
liquor,  then  the  costs  of  said  proceedings  and  trial  shall  be 
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equitably,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  justice  or  court, 
apportioned  among  such  parties,  and  executions  shall  be 
issued  agaiQst  them  severally  for  the  costs  adjudged  against 
them  ;  and  if  any  such  execution  shall  not  be  forthwith  paid, 
the  defendant  therein  named  shall  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mon jail,  and  shall  not  be  discharged  therefrom  until  he  shall 
have  paid  such  execution  and  the  costs  of  commitment,  or 
until  he  shall  have  been  imprisoned  thirty  days. 

Sect.  28.     If,  upon  the  trial,  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  J;','i"°p7^^4«'^^jf 
justice  or  court,  either  in  regard  to  all  the  liquor  seized,  or  ed','';tc.''*"''"^"' 
in  regard  to  some  part  thereof,  that  it  has  not  been  proved 
that  any  of  the  same  was  kept  or  deposited  for  sale  contrary 
to  law,  the  said  justice  or  court  shall  issue  a  written  order 
to  the  officer  having  the  same  in  custody,  to  return  such  and 
so  much  of  the  said  liquor  as  has  not  been  proved  to  be 
kept  or  deposited  for  sale  contrary  to  law,  with  the  vessels 
in  which  it  is  contained,  to  the  place  from  whence  it  was 
taken,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  or  to  deliver  the  same  to  the 
person  entitled  to  receive  it;  which  order  the  said  officer, 
after  executing  the   commands  thereof,  shall  return  to  the  •■ 
said  justice  or  court,  with  his  doings  indorsed  thereon. 

Sect.  29.     Any  person  claiming  any  spirituous  liquors,  etc'T'hivl'ri^ht 
whose  claims  shall  not  be  allowed  under  the  provisions  of  "f^pp*^-. 
the  twenty-seventh  section  of  this  act,  or  any  person  com- 
plained against,  shall  have  the  same  right  of  appeal,  and  to 
the  same  court,  as  if  he  had  been  convicted  of  a  crime ;  but, 
before  his  appeal  shall  be  allowed,  he  shall  recognize  to  the  LVm  smttcl 
Commonwealth  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  with  a 
good  and  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  prosecute  his  appeal 
at  the  court  appealed  to,  and  to  abide  the  sentence  of  the 
court  thereon;  and  in  case  of  such  appeal,  any  question  of 
fact  shall  be  tried  by  a  jury ;    and  on  the  judgment  of  the 
court  after  verdict,  whether  of  forfeiture  or  otherwise,  of 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  liquor  and  vessels  seized,  the 
same  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereupon  as  are  directed  in 
the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  sections  of  the  same. 

Sect.  30.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  justice  or  court  before  J"aTe!.V^i"ilure 
which  any  warrant  is  returnable,  under  which  any  liquor  has  °^'^'^^''^- 
been  seized,  the  value  of  the  liquor  so  seized,  together  with 
the  vessels  containing  it,  exceeds  twenty  dollars,  he  shall 
issue  a  notice  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  directed  in 
the  twenty-sixth  section  of  this  act,  except  that,  instead  of 
making  the  same  returnable  before  said  justice  or  court,  he 
shall  make  the  same  returnable  to  the  term  of  the  court  of 
commoQ  pleas,  in  the  same  county,  having  jurisdiction  of 
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Duty  of  officers, 
on  Information, to 


public  days 


crimiual  cases,  or  of  the  muuicipal  court,  to  be  held  in  any 
such  county  next  after  the  expiration  of  fourteen  days  from 
the  time  of  issuing  said  notice,  which  notice  shall  be  served 
in  the  manner  directed  in  said  twenty-sixth  section;  and  the 
court  of  common  pleas  before  which  such  notice  is  made 
returnable  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  may  issue 
new  notices  in  the  manner  directed  in  said  section  if  neces- 
sary, and  shall  proceed  to  try  the  case  in  the  manner  directed 
in  said  twenty-sixth  section  as  nearly  as  may  be,  and  with  a 
jury,  upon  any  issue  or  issues  of  fact  presented  by  the  claim- 
xant  or  claimants,  or  which  may  be  directed  by  the  court; 
and  said  court,  after  the  trial,  shall  proceed  in  the  manner 
directed  in  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  sections  of 
this  act  as  nearly  as  may  be. 

Sect.  31.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  mayor,  alderman, 
tmtf,  ^eti^"ml  selectman,  city  marshal,  or  deputy  marshal,  sherifl',  deputy 
sheriff,  police  officer,  or  constable,  if  he  shall  have  informa- 
tion that  any  intoxicating  liquors  are  kept  or  sold  in  any 
tent,  shanty,  hut,  booth,  stall,  or  similar  place  for  selling 
refreshments  in  any  public  place,  on  or  near  the  grounds  of 
any  cattle  show,  agricultural  exhibition,  military  muster,  or 
any  public  occasion  of  any  kind,  to  seize  such  liquor  and  the 
vessels  in  which  it  is  contained,  and  arrest  the  keeper  or 
keepers  of  such  place,  and  take  them  forthwith,  or  as  soon 
as  may  be,  before  some  justice  of  the  peace,  or  police  court, 
with  the  liquor  and  vessels  so  found  and  seized,  and  to  make 
complaint  for  the  arrest  and  trial  of  such  person  or  persons, 
and  for  the  seizure  and  confiscation  of  such  liquors,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  32.  Every  person  convicted  under  the  last  section, 
or  of  any  oifence  under  this  act,  by  any  police  court,  or  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  may  appeal  from  the  sentence  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  or  to  the  municipal  court,  then  next  to  be 
holden  in  the  same  county ;  and  such  appellant  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  abide  the  sentence  of  the  said  justice  or  court 
until  he  shall  recognize  to  the  Commonwealth  in  the  sum  of 
not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  with  two  good  and  suffi- 
cient sureties,  with  condition  to  appear  at  the  court  appealed 
to,  and  there  to  prosecute  his  appeal,  and  to  abide  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  thereon,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  keep 
the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior. 
la%'if,tTrJcoe-  Sect.  33.  Every  person  convicted  of  any  offence  under 
luooo'to  lllooo."^  this  act  shall,  in  addition  to  the  punishment  herein  pre- 
scribed, be  required  by  the  court  or  magistrate  before  whom 
he  is  convicted,  to  recognize  to  the  Commonwealth  in  a  sum 


Eight  of  appeal. 


Appellant  to 
recognize. 
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not  less  than  one  thousand,  nor  more  than  two  thousand, 
dollars,  that  he  will  not,  withi^  one  year  from  the  time  of 
said  conviction,  violate  any  provision  of  this  act,  or  any  law 
of  this  Commonwealth  relating  to  the  manuiacture  and  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquor,  and  shall  stand  committed  until  he 
enter  into  such  recognizance. 

Sect.  34.     In  all  cases  under  this  act,  delivery  of  intoxi-  ""'tint  sbaii  con- 

'  •'  stitute     evidence 

eating  liquor  in  or  from  any  building  or  place,  other  tluin  a  of  saie. 
private  dwelling-house  or  its  dependencies,  or  in  such 
dwelling-house  or  dependencies  if  any  part  of  the  same  be  a 
tavern,  public  eating  house,  grocery,  or  other  place  of  com- 
mon resort,  shall  be  deemed  prima  fade  evidence  of  a  sale, 
and  be  punishable  as  such  sale ;  and  a  delivery  in  or  from  a 
private  dwelling-house,  with  payment,  or  promise  of  pay- 
ment, either  express  or  implied,  on,  before,  or  after  such 
delivery,  shall  be  deemed  prima  facie  evidence  of  a  sale 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  punishable  in 
like  manner. 

Sect.  35.     All  cases  arising  under  this  act,  whether  by  cases  under  this 

a  '  1      />  act  to  take  prece- 

action,  indictment,  or  complaint,  which  shall  come  before  ^cnce,  etc. 
any  court,  either  by  appeal,  or  original  entiy,  shall  take 
precedence  in  said  court,  of  all  other  business,  except  those 
criminal  cases  in  which  the  parties  are  actually  imprisoned 
awaiting  a  trial :  and  the  prosecuting  officer  shall  not  have 
authority  to  enter  a  7iolle  prosequi,  or  to  grant  a  continuance 
in  any  case  arising  under  this  act,  either  before  or  after  tiie 
verdict,  except  where  the  purposes  of  justice  may  require  it, 
which  shall  be  shown  either  upon  a  written  motion  filed  in  the 
case  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  or  a  written  statement  filed 
by  the  prosecuting  officer,  stating  the  reason  for  a  continu- 
ance:  and  a  nolle  prosequi   shall  not  be   entered  by  the  ^'"'- pj""- "0**° 

T  I  ''be    entered,    ex- 

prosecuting  officer,  excepting  with  the  concurrence  of  theccpt,  etc. 
court.     And  in  all  cases  arising  under  this  act  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  or  police  court,  no  admission  of  the  de- 
fendant made  in  court  shall  be  received  on  the  trial  without 
the  consent  of  the  prosecutor,  except  a  plea  of  guilty. 

Sect.  36.     The  district-attorneys,  and  the  attorney  of  the  f;f [i'=*;;,\l°Se' 
Commonwealth  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  are  hereby  directed  |'^;[,'es%rsSy 
to  commence  suits  upon  all  recognizances  given  under  this  days  after  default, 
act,  within  their  respective  districts,  within  sixty  days  after 
default  shall  have  been  entered  of  record,  or  they  shall  have 
satisfactory  evidence  of  any  act  which  should  cause  a  for- 
feiture thereof  respectively ;  and  no  suit  on  any  recognizance 
shall  be  continued,  unless  for  good  cause  satisfactory  to  the 
court.     But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  com- 
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mencement  of  such  suit  after  the  expiration  of  said  sixty 
days. 
Liquors,  and  im      Sect.  37.     All  intoxicatiniT  liquors  kept  for  sale,  and  the 

piemen ts  for  sell-  H  t    •  ii-  i   i 

id"as''naisaficet  ^''^P^^'^^'^^s  ^^^  vesscls  actually  used  in  selling  and  keeping 

«'=•  the  same,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 

declared  to  be  common  nuisances,  and  are  to  be  regarded 

pebts  for  liquors  ^i^jj   treated   as  such ;  all  pavmeuts  or  compensations  for 

Dougnt  or  Sola  in  7  i      .  i 

ac't"'iJo'v  conli'd-  spifituous  Or  iutoxicatiug  liquors   sold  in  violation  of  law, 
ered.  whcthcr  iu  money,  labor,  or  personal  property,  shall  be  held 

and  considered  to  have  been  received  without  consideration, 
and  against  law,  equity,  and  good  conscience ;  and  in  any 
action,  cither  at  law  or  equity,  touching  such  money,  labor, 
or  personal  estate,  the  purchaser,  and  also  the  seller  of 
such  liquors,  may  be  witnesses  for  either  party.  And  no 
action  of  any  kind  shall  be  had  or  maintained,  in  any  court 
in  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  price  of  any  liquor  sold  in  any 
other  State  for  the  purpose  of  being  brought  into  this  Com- 
monwealth to  be  here  kept  or  sold  in  violation  of  law,  under 
such  circumstances  that  the  vender  would  have  reasonable 
cause  to  believe  that  the  purchaser  entertained  such  illegal 
purpose;  and  all  bills  of  exchange,  promissory  notes,  and 
other  securities  for,  and  evidences  of  debt  whatsoever,  given, 
in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  price"  of  liquor  sold  in  violation  of 
this  act,  shall  be  void  against  all  persons  holding  the  same 
with  notice  of  such  illegal  consideration  either  direct  or 
implied  by  law. 
be*n"aintMn'd  Sect.  38.  No  actlou  shall  be  had  or  maintained  against 
for^"e*xec11iTng  ^"7  shcriflf,  deputy  sheriff,  chief  of  police,  or  deputy  chief  of 
warrant.etc.  police,  or  coustable,  or  their  assistants,  for  executing  any 
warrant  or  order  issued  under  this  act  by  any  justice  or 
court  competent  to  try  the  same ;  nor  shall  any  action  be 
had  or  maintained  against  any  ofiicer  for  seizing,  detaining 
or  destroying  any  intoxicating  liquor,  or  the  vessels  con- 
tai'ning  it,  unless  such  liquor  and  vessels  were  legally  kept 
Fine  for  neglect-  jjy  i\^q  Qwucr  thcrcof.     And  if  any  sheriff,  chief  of  police,  or 

ing  to  serve  war-     •'  111  1  cc 

rant,  etc.  dcputy  cliicf  of  policc,  marshal,  constable,  or  other  omcer, 

to  whom  any  warrant,  process,  or  precept  provided  for  in 
this  act,  may  be  directed,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  and 
execute  the  same,  he  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  it 
shall  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  removal  or  dismissal  from 
office ;  and  for  any  loss  or  damage  arising  to  him,  without 
fault  or  negligence  on  his  part,  in  consequence  of  obedience 
to  any  precept,  process,  or  warrant  aforesaid,   duly  served, 
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indemnity,  if  claimed,  shall  be  claimed  of  the  Commonwealth, 
after  the  loss  or  damage  sustained,  and  in  no  other  manner. 

Sect.  39.     The  act  entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  the  Man-  ^c's  repealed. 
ufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous   or  Intoxicating  Liquors," 
passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fi(ty-two,  and  all 
other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.     But  this  repeal  shall  not  ?^',f ''^."t^^Vs"  It 
affect  any  action   or  prosecution  which  has   been  already  1^^;%^ 
commenced,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  commenced,  or  any 
rights  acquired  or  liabilities  incurred,  by  virtue  of  any  ex- 
isting law,  on  account   of  any  thing  done  before  this  repeal 
takes  effect.     The  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
one  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  apply  to  cases  arising  under  this  act. 
[Approved  by  the  Gove7-nor,  April  20,  1855.] 


commenc- 


An  Act  extending  the  time  for  the  construction  of  a  Branch  of  the  New-  i^llCtp.  21b 
buryport  Railroad  in  Nevvburyport,  and  authorizing  the  discontinuance 
of  a  portion  of  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  time  within  which  the  Newburyport  Railroad  Com-  If  ?oca"t" °"L"d 
pany  may  locate  and  construct  a  branch  railroad  to  the  Mer-  constructing. 
rimack  River  in  Newburyport,  and  thence  across  the  wharves 
to  some  convenient  point  in  Newburyport,  is  hereby  extended 
to  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-six;  and  said  company  may  within  said  time  discontinue  t[ci*[by'flu"g°"^' 
any  portion  of  said  branch  railroad  upon  which  they  shall  p'-''"- 
not  have  commenced  construction,  by  filing  a  plan  of  the 
portion  to  be  thus  discontinued  with  the  county  comniission- 
ers  of  the  county  of  Essex.      [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Waverley  Company.  Chap.  217 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  James  C.  Dimn,  Gardiner  G.  Hubbard,  Estes  corporators. 
Howe,  and  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Waverley  Company,  fur  the 
purpose  of  holding,  improving,  and  disposing  of  certain  lands  Purpose. 
situated  in  the  towns  of  Watertown  and  Waltham  now  held 
by  the  said  Dunn,  Hubbard  and  Howe,  as  trustees,  and  such 
other  land  adjacent  and  near  to  said  lands  as  may  be  deemed 
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advisable  by  said  company  to  be  purchased  and  held  by  them : 
rroviso.  provided,  however,  that  said  company  shall  not  hold  more 

ntsTt'c""'''""     ^^^^^  three  hundred  acres  of  land  ;  with  all  the  powers  and 

privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  I'e- 

strictioDS,  set  forth  in  the   thirty-eighth   and    forty-fourth 

chapters  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  and  the  acts  in  addition 

thereto. 
swu.Uo.''^'''''         Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 

exceed  three  hundi-ed  thousand  dollars,  and  no  share  in  the 
i^^ued^InfdfTpir.  Capital  stock  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be 

paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

{^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855  ] 

C'/uip.  218     An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  constructing-  the  Charles  River  Raih-oad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Tim«  r.jr  compie-      Sect.  1.     Thc  timc  withiu  whicli  tlie  Charles  River  Rail- 

tlUIl  CXtuIUlod.  1         /-N  1  •  •!  1        •  1  1 

road  Company  may  complete  tiieir  railroad  is  hereby  ex- 
tended two  years  from  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
^•u-jien  to  take  ef-  Sect.  2.  This  act  aud  the  act  passed  at  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  general  court  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
Charles  River  Railroad  Company  to  change  their  location 
and  extend  their  line,"  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21, 
1855.'] 

Chap.  219  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Commissioners  of  Bristol  County  to  borrow  Money 
for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  and  repairing  the  Jail  and  House  of  Correc- 
tion in  New  Bedford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

l^^yborrow  f  hc  couuty  commissioucrs  for  the  county  of  Bristol  are 

hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  borrow,  on  the  credit 
of  said  county,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  debt  they  are 
now  authorized  to  contract,  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  thc  same  to  be  expended  by  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  their  successors  in  office,  in  repairing  and  enlarg- 
ing the  jail  and  house  of  correction  in  New  Bedford  in  said 
county.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  more  equal  Assessment  of  Taxes.     Chan.  220 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  riinet7-eio;htli  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  ^^t  of  |843 

•J        o  I  1  amended. 

the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  enti- 
tled "An  Act  for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  Taxes/'  is 
hereby  so  amended  that  the  provisions  thereof  shall  apply 
to  the  clerk  or  secretary  of  any  mutual  insurance  company 
in  this  Commonwealth  which  is  noW;  or  which  may  be  here- 
after, authorized  by  law  to  issue  capital  stock ;  and  the 
clause  therein  contained  which  is  inconsistent  with  this  act 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  2.     If  the  cashier  of  any  bank,  the  treasurer  of  any  ^°giS|^?o 
savings  institution,  or  the  clerk  or  secretary  of  any  insur-  makeretuma. 
ance  company  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  make  the  returns  required  in  chapter  one  hundred  and 
ten  of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  Taxes,"  or  falsify  such 
returns,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  eveiy 
such  offence,  to  the  use  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such 
shareholder  may  reside,  to  be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  of  now  recovered. 
such  city  or  town  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor j  April  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate   the  Providence  and  Bristol     Chcip.  221 
Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  charter  of  the  Providence,  Warren  and  ^."J^cOTstmctlSf 
Bristol  Railroad  Company,  incorporated  under  the  name  of  ^^'«°'^^''- 
the  Providence  and  Bristol  Railroad  Company,  is  hereby  so 
amended  that  the  location  and  construction  of  their  rail- 
road may  be  made  and  completed  at  any  time  before  the  first 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  is  authorized  to  add  to  its  capi-  sifa?es^,^of"$i^ 
tal  stock  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  shares  of  one  hun-  '^'*'^^- 
dred  dollars  each,  and  to  distribute  said  new  stock  to  the 
stockholders,  or  to  sell  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  on 
such  terms,  at  such  rates,  and  with  such  provisions  and 
guarantees  as  shall  be  determined  on  by  the  stockholders 
at  any  meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

20 
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Second  section^        Sect.  3.     The  secoiid  section  of  this  act  shall  not  take 

wucn  and  now 

to  take  effect,  effect  Until  tlic  samc  has  been  accepted  by  a  vote  of  the 
stockholders  of  said  company,  at  a  meeting  especially  con- 
vened for  that  purpose  in  accordance  with  the  by-laws  of 
said  company,  nor  shall  the  same  take  effect  unless  the  like 
authority  has  been  or  shall  be  obtained  from  the  legislature 

Proviso.  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island :  provided,  however,  that  this 

act  is  not  to  be  construed  as  giving  to  said  company  power 
to  add  to  their  capital  stock  other  or  different  stock  from 
the  stock  issued  under  a  like  authority  obtained  from  the 
legislature  of  said  State  of  Rhode  Island.  {Approved  by 
the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.] 

Chap,  222         An  Act  relating  to  Ordinances  and  By-Laws  of  Cities  and  Towns. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Justice c.c.Fieas      Sect.  1.     lu  all  cascs  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  procure 

may  approve  by-  «'  i^ 

laws,  etc.  i\q  approval  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  any  ordinance 

or  by-law  of  any  city  or  town,  said  ordinance  or  by-law  may 
be  presented  to  any  justice  of  said  court  in  vacation ;  and 
his  approval  thereof,  indorsed  thereon,  shall  be  as  effectual 
and  valid  in  law  as  if  made  by  the  court  at  a  regular  term 
held  for  the  county  in  which  the  town  or  city  is  situated. 

maker°eco?u"etc'!  Sect.  2.  Bcforc  such  ordiuaucc  or  by-law  shall  take  ef- 
fect, it  shall  be  entered  and  recorded,  together  with  the  ap- 
proval thereof,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  the  county  in  which  such  town  or  city  is 
situated ;  and  the  same  shall  take  effect  as  soon  as  it  is 
recorded. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.      {Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  223  An  Act  in  relation  to  Seals  of  Corporations. 

.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  satne,  as  follows  : 

t He  valid. °'^**''^  Sect.  1.  The  impression  or  stamping  of  the  established 
seal  of  any  corporation,  upon  any  legal  instrument  executed 
by  such  corporation,  shall  henceforth  be  taken  and  held  to 
be  the  seal  of  such  corporation,  and  valid  in  law  to  the 
same  extent  that  an  impression  of  such  seal  would  be  if 
made  on  wax  or  wafer  attached  to  such  instrument. 
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Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  establishing  the  Pay  of  Assessors  and  Selectmen.  Chap.  224 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  forty-fifth  section  of  the  seventh  chapter  ^aysi'^opwday 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  hereby  so  far  amended  as  to 
make  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  each  assessor  or  selectman  by 
his  town,  for  every  whole  day  that  he  shall  be  employed  in 
that  service,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  together  with  such 
other  compensation  as  the  town  shall  allow. 

Sect.  2.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  Jn^o^j^'stent  acts 
the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect,  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  Brim-  Chap.  225 

field. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Jason  Morse,  Oilman  Noyes,  James  S.  Blair,  <^°'^p'""^'°"- 
John  Wyles,  Newton  S.  Habbard,  Joseph  L.  Woods,  Abra- 
ham Charles,  Alfred  L.  Converse,  and  Henry  F.  Brown,  and 
their  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  Brim- 
field  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  ftcf"^' ''''"^^' 
the  restrictions  aad  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  trustees  may  take  and  hold  the  fund  of  T^u-t^^f^s^may 
ten  thousand  dollars  set  apart  and  appropriated  by  Samuel  ai'P'y  "i<=<'™«- 
A.  Hitchcock,  of  Brimfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampden,  as  a 
fund  for  endowing  a  free  grammar  school  in  said  Brimfield, 
and  apply  the  income  thereof  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  an  instrument  in  writing,  signed  by  said  Samuel 
A.  Hitchcock,  and  recorded  in  the  records  of  said  town  of 
Brimfield. 

Sect.  3.     In  addition  to  said  fund,  said  trustees  may  hold  ^farf^nuTto^'Sxl 
personal  and  real  estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty -<=««"i*2o,oco. 
five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  pur- 
poses of  education. 
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Trustees  may  fill      Sect.  4.     Said  ti'ustees  may  fill  vacancies  occurrino-  in 

vacancies.  .  -'.  n     i    n  i 

tlicir  own  number,  at  any  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  : 
Proviso.  provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  trustee  who 

is  not  a  resident  of  said  town  of  Brimfield. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 

Chap.  226  An  Act  in  relation  to  Proceedings  in  Insolvency. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 
kisofvency?^iow  Sect.  1.  Ill  casc  aiiy  commissioner  of  insolvency  for  any 
ccnain1:as°ei  '"  couuty,  bcforc  whom  any  proceedings  in  insolvency  may  be 
pending,  shall  resign  his  office,  he  nevertheless  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  finish  and  close  any  case  of  insol- 
vency which  may  have  been  entered  before  him,  or  com- 
menced by  him,  before  such  resignation ;  or  he  may,  if  he 
see  fit,  transfer  the  case  or  cases  so  pending  to  the  judge  of 
probate  for  his  county,  to  be  proceeded  with  according  to 
the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  April  fifteen,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several 
Acts  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors,  and  the  more  equal 
distribution  of  their  effects." 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 

Chap.  221  An  Act  concerning  the  Saugus  Branch  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

*ortionofTo"d'*^  '^^^  Eastcm  Railroad  Company  and  the  Saugus  Branch 
Railroad  Company  are  hereby  authorized  to  discontinue  so 
much  of  that  part  of  the  Saugus  Branch  Railroad  as  they 
may  elect,  commencing  at  its  junction  with  the  Boston  and 
Maine  Railroad  in  Maiden,  and  terminating  at  a  point  in  the 
line  of  said  Saugus  Branch  Railroad,  distant  about  twenty- 
proviso,  fiye  hundred  feet  from  said  junction :  provided,  however,  that 
if  the  extension  of  said  Saugus  Branch  Railroad  is  not  con- 
structed in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Saugus 
Branch  Railroad  Company,"  approved  April  fifteenth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty-four,  then  this  act  shall  be  null  and 
void.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lynn  Musical  Association.  Chap.  228 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autliority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Cyrus   M.   Tracy,  Warren  Taplcy,  Joseph  M.  <^o'!'"''''^°''«- 
Rowell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name   of  the  Lynn  Musical  Associ- 
ation  for   the    purpose    of  promoting    the    cultivation    of I'^'^pose. 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  priv-  J^^^^l\^^'^^'^' 
ileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restric- 
tions, set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  the  acts  in  addition  thereto. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per- ^jj^'j^^ifyPs^so^^.i 
sonal  estate  necessary  and  convenient   for   the    purposes ''*"''^®2'''*'"''- 
aforesaid  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars.     {^Approved  by  the   Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  cliange  the  Name  and  extend  the  Mining  Privileges  of  the  Chcip.  229 

Massachusetts  Coal  and  Mining  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloxos  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Massachusetts  Coal  and  Mining  Company  ^'»™'"='^«"eed. 
may  take  the  name  of  the  Eastern  Coal  Company. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  extend  its  mining  oper-  *[r/jj7etc'^  °''"" 
ations  which  they  are  now  authorized  to  prosecute  within 
the  towns  of  Mansfield  and  Foxborough,  into  the  towns  of 
Attleborough  and  Pawtucket  and  the  vicinity  thereof,  and 
as  far  as  their  mineral  rights  or  other  lawful  privileges  may 
extend  into  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Sect.  3.     This   act   shall   take  effect  from  and  after  its  - 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  Chcip.  Zo\J 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company  are  hereby  ^^^Ywideifbridg^ 
authorized  to  increase  the  safety  and  convenience  of  their 
bridge  across  Charles  River,  between  the  cities  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  by  closing  and  removing  the  northerly 
draw  therein,  which  has  fallen  into  disuse,  and  to  widen  for 
the  same  purposes  such  bridge  on  each  side  thereof,  by  ex- 
tending the  same  upon  piles  over  the  several  tracts  or  par- 
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Westerly  bound 
aries. 


First  tract. 


Second  tract. 


Third  tract. 


eels  of  land  covered  by  said  river,  hereinafter  described ; 
such  tracts  or  parcels  are  five  in  number,  three  of  which  are 
on  the  westerly  side  of  said  bridge,  and  two  are  on  the  east- 
erly side  of  the  same. 

The  three  tracts  or  parcels  situate  on  the  westerly  side, 
of  said  bridge  have  for  their  eastern  boundary  the  westerly] 
side  of  said  bridge,  and  for  their  westerly  and  south-west- 
erly boundaries    the    lines    hereinafter    described.       Thol 
first  of  said  tracts  or  parcels  is  bounded  south-westerly  and] 
westerly  by  a  line  commencing  on  Haverhill  Street,  in  saidi 
Boston,  at  a  point  on  the  westerly  side  of  said  street  at  itaj 
intersection  with  said  bridge,  and  distant  one  hundred  andl 
seventy  feet  at  right  angles  from  the  easterly  side  of  the! 
Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Bridge;  and  thence  runs  north- 
westerly parallel  to  such  last-named  bridge  to  a  point  dis-, 
tant  fifty  feet  at  right  angles  from  the  westerly  side  of  sai( 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge,  and  distant  one  hundred  and^ 
seventy-one  feet  at  right  angles  from  the  easterly  side  of 
the  Boston  and   Maine  Railroad  Bridge ;  and  thence  runs 
northerly  parallel  to  said  Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge  to  a 
point  in  the  southerly  side  of  the  western  pier  of  its  south- 
ern draw,  distant  fifty  feet  from   the  westerly  line  of  saidj 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge;    and  said  tract  or    parcel  isi 
bounded  northerly  by  said  pier. 

The  second  of  said  tracts  or  parcels  is  bounded  south- 
westerly and  westerly  by  a  line  which  commences  at  a  point] 
on  the  westerly  side  of  said  Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge,  a] 
little  north  of  said  southern  draw;  and  thence  runs  north-] 
westerly  to  a  point  distant  four  hundred  feet  from  the  north- 
ern side  of  such  southern  draw,  and  distant  fifty  feet  at  right] 
angles  from  the  westerly  side  of  said  Fitchburg  Railroad! 
Bridge,  such  line  being  so  drawn  as  to  leave  an  open  space; 
or  passage  way  for  vessels,  as  wide  as  the  passageway  nowj 
is  between  the  said  Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge  and  the  east- 
ern pier  of  the  southern  draw  of  the  bridge  of  the  Boston] 
and  Maine  Railroad  Company.     From  this  point  said  line 
runs  northerly,  parallel  to  said  Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge,! 
and  at  the   distance  of  fifty  feet  from  the  westerly  side] 
thereof  to  the  western  pier  of  its  northern   draw,  and  saidj 
tract  or  parcel  is   bounded  northerly  by  said  last-named  j 
pier. 

The  third  of  said  tracts  orfparcels  on  the  westerly  side' 
of  said  Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge  is  bounded  south-west- 
erly by  a  line  commencing  at  the  north-west  corner  of  said 
last-named   pier,   and  thence  running  north-westerly  in  a 
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straight  line  to  an  angle  in  the  present  wharf  line  of  the 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Company  at  Charlestown,  distant  four 
hundred  and  ten  feet  six  inches  in  an  oblique  line  from  the 
westerly  side  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge.  The  two 
tracts  or  parcels  aforesaid  lying  on  the  easterly  side  of  said 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Bridge  have  for  their  western  boundary 
the  easterly  side  of  said  bridge,  and  for  their  eastern  boun- 
daries the  lines  hereinafter  described. 

The  easterly  boundary  of  one  of  said  tracts  or  parcels  Easterly  bounda- 
commences  at  a  point  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Warren 
Bridge,  distant  twenty-seven  feet  nine  inches  eastward,  and 
at  right  angles  from  the  easterly  side  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road Bridge;  and  thence  runs  northerly  parallel  to  said 
last  named  bridge  to  a  point  on  the  southerly  side  of  the 
south-eastern  pier  of  the  south  draw  thereof,  distant  fifty 
feet  at  right  angles  from  the  easterly  side  of  said  last  named 
bridge;  a  portion  of  said  tract  or  parcel  being  fifty  feet 
wide,  and  a  portion  only  twenty-seven  feet  nine  inches  wide, 
on  account  of  an  abrupt  change  in  the  width  of  said  Fitch- 
burg Railroad  Bridge;  and  said  tract  or  parcel  is  bounded 
southerly  by  said  Warren  Bridge,  and  northerly  by  said 
last-named  pier. 

The  easterly  boundary  of  the  other  of  said  tracts  or  par-  second  tract. 
eels  commences  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the  north-east- 
ern pier  of  the  south  draw  of  said  Fitchburg  Railroad 
Bridge,  and  runs  parallel  to  the  said  bridge  to  a  point  in 
the  wharf  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company  in  Charles- 
town,  distant  ninety-six  feet  five  inches  at  right  angles  from 
the  eastern  line  of  the  main  structure  of  said  bridge ;  and 
said  tract  or  parcel  is  bounded  southerly  by  said  north-east- 
ern pier  of  said  south  draw,  and  northerly  by  the  line  of 
wharf  in  Charlestown  and  by  the  uortli-eastern  pier  of  said 
northern  draw. 

Sect.  2.     The  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  in  widening  Buutonpiies. 
their  bridge  and  covering  therewith  the  several  tracts  or 
parcels  hereinbefore  specified  and  described,  shall  construct  . 
the  same  upon  piles,  in  continuation  of  their  present  piers, 
and  in  such  manner  as  their  present   bridge  has  been  con- 
structed, so  as  to  cause  the  least  obstruction  to  the  flow  of 
the  stream ;  and  the  same  shall  be  done  under  the  supervis- 
ion of  a  commissioner,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  and  beTp'lJointed?  '" 
council,  at  the  expense  of  said  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company. 
[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 
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Chap.  231  An  Act  concerning  Liens  on  Ships  and  Vessels. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assetnhled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

i^'rmon"vduffo?      Sect.  1.     Wliencver,  bv  virtuG  of  anj  coiitract,  cxpressed 
labor, etc.  ^^j.  jujpiicd,  witli  tliG  owiieps  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  with 

the  agents,  contractors  or  sub-contractors  of  such  owners, 
or  any  of  them,  or  with  any  person  having  been  employed 
to  construct,  repair  or  launch  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  to  assist 
them,  money  shall  be  due  to  any  person  for  labor  performed, 
materials  used,  or  labor  and  materials  furnished  in  the  con- 
struction, launching  or  repairs  of,  or  for  constructing  the 
launching  ways  for,  or  for  provisions,  stores  or  other  articles 
furnished  for  or  on  account  of  any  ship  or  vessel  in  this 
Commonwealth,  such  person  shall  have  a  lien  upon  such  ship 
or  vessel,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  to  secure  the 
payment  of  such  debt ;  which  lien  shall  be  preferred  to  all 
others  thereon  except  mariners'  wages,  and  shall  continue 
until  the  debt  is  satisfied. 
STTorn  statement      Sect.  2.     Such  llcu  shall  bc  dissolvcd  unless  the  person 

of  clemand,  etc.,  .    ■,  .       „  „  ^ 

to  he  filed  and  re- claiming  thc  same  shall  file,  within  four  days  from  the  time 

corded.  ^  tin 

such  ship  or  vessel  shall  depart  from  the  port  at  which  she 
was  when  the  debt  was  contracted,  in  the  offi.ce  of  the  clerk  of 
the  city  or  town  within  which  such  ship  or  vessel  was  at  the 
time  the  debt  was  contracted,  a  statement,  subscribed  and 
sworn  to  by  himself,  or  some  person  in  his  behalf,  giving  a  just 
and  true  account  of  the  demand  claimed  to  be  due  him,  with 
all  just  credits,  and  also  the  name  of  the  person  with  whom 
the  contract  was  made,  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  ship  or 
vessel,  if  known,  and  the  name  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  or  such 
description  thereof,  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  identification ; 
which  statement  shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  such  city 
or  town  in  a  book  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  for  which 
the  clerk  shall  receive  the  same  fees  as  for  recording  mort- 
gages of  equal  length, 
uow  lien  luay  be      Sect.  3.     Such  licn  may  bc  enforced  by  petition  to  the 

eiitbrccd  •'1 

court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  where  the  ship  or  ves- 
sel was  at  the  time  tlie  debt  was  contracted,  or  in  which  she 
may  bc  at  the  time  of  filing  tlie  petition,  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  fourth  and  subsequent  sections  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeenth  chapter  of  the  llcvised  Statutes.  Such 
petition  may  be  entered  in  court,  or  filed  in  the  clerk's  office 
in  vacation,  or  it  may  be  inserted  in  a  writ  of  original  sum- 
mons, and  served;  returned  and  entered  as  in  civil  actions. 


1855.— Chapter  231.  653 

The  subsequent  proceedings  in  relation  thereto  shall  be  such 
as  are  prescribed  by  said  one  hundred  and  seventeenth  chap- 
ter, so  far  as  the  provisions  of  that  chapter  are  consistent 
therewith.     At  the  time  of  commencins:  the  process,  or  of  Attachment, 

°  Y  .  wlien  to  issue, 

entering  or  filing  the  petition,  a  process  of  attachment  against  how  dissolved, 
such  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  shall 
issue  and  shall  continue  in  force,  or  may  be  dissolved  by 
bond,  like  attachments  in  civil  cases,  but  such  dissolution 
shall  not  dissolve  the  lien.  The  court,  before  which  tlie 
petition  is  pending  may,  at  any  time,  allow  either  party  to 
amend  their  process  and  pleading  as  in  civil  cases. 

Sect.  4.     Any  number  of  persons  having  liens,  according  f,fa7johf  I'n'^aml 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  upon  the  same  ship  or  vessel,  petition,  etc. 
may  all  join  in  the  same  petition  or  libel  to  enforce  their 
respective  liens ;  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  in 
regard  to  the  respective  rights  of  each  petitioner  or  libcl- 
lant,  and  the  respondent  may  defend  as  to  each  petitioner 
or  libellant,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  severally 
petitioned  or  libelled  for  their  individual  liens;  and  eacli  ^f^tjo"^^^^™'^^ 
petitioner  or  libellant  so  joined,  may  be  a  witness  for  or 
•  against  his  joint  petitioner  or  libellant,  but  not  in  his  own 
case,  subject  only  to  the  same  objections  as  would  invalidate 
his  testimony  if  he  were  not  joined  in  such  petition  or  libel. 

Sect.  5.     Whenever  there  shall  be  money  due  to  more  ^""^"0/ ^"^erS 
than  one  person  who  holds  a  lien  upon  said  ship  or  vessel,  claimants. 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  parties  interested  having 
been  cited  to  appear,  answer,  plead  and  interplead,  the  claims 
of  all  shall  be  marshalled,  and  the  court  shall  make  such 
order  or  decree  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  double  lien  for  the  same  labor,  materials,  stores, 
provisions  or  other  articles,  and  to  secure  the  just  rights  of 
all.     And  under  the  operation  of  this  provision,  the  pro- ^^^^'*^"J;'°"  °^ 
ceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  after  de- 
ducting all  proper  costs  and  expenses,  shall  be  distributed 
among  the  several  claimants  to  the  amount  of  their  respec- 
tive debts  :  provided,  that  when  such  proceeds  are  insufficient  ^i^oviso. 
to  satisfy  the  liens  of  all,  those  having  liens  for  labor  shall 
receive  a  percentage  on  their  respective  claims   one-third 
greater,  as  near  as  may  be,  than  those  having  liens  for  mate- 
rials, stores,  or  other  articles,  but  no  person  shall  receive 
more  than  is  justly  due  him. 

Sect.  6.     This  act  shall  not  aflect  any  contract  now  exist-  This  act  nouo 

.'  affect   existmg 

ing,  nor  any  proceeding  now  pending;  and  nothing  herein  contracts, etc. 
shall  alter,  or  be  construed  to  alter,  or  in  any  way  affect,  the 
lien  as  now  existing  on  foreign  ships  and  vessels ;  nor  shall 
21 
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any  part  of  this  act  be  construed  to  give  the  State  courts 
of  this  Commonwealth  exclusive  jurisdiction  on  the  liens 
created  hereby  ;  but  the  same  may  be  enforced  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  course  of  proceed- 
ings in  such  courts. 

^peafedT  ^^^T'  "^ •     "^'^^  ^"""^  huudrcd  and  ninetieth  chapter  of  the 

acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight  is  hereby  repealed, 
excepting  as  to  contracts  and  proceedings  now  existing,  and 
pending. 

Sect.  8.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

Ch       9*^9  P^^s^o^-     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  Sale  of  Wheat,  Corn,  and  other  Grain,  and  Meal. 

Be  it  671  acted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
Grai",  meHi,etc.,  the  Same,  tts  follows : 

to  be  sold  by  ' 

^"'^'''"  Sect.  1.     In  all  contracts  for  the   sale   and  delivery  of 

wheat,  corn,  rye,  oats,  barley,  buckwheat,  and  ground  corn 
or  corn  meal,  and  ground  rye  or  rye  meal,  the  same  shall  be 
bargained  for  and  sold  by  the  bushel;  and  a  bushel  of  wheat 
shall  be  sixty  pounds ;  a  bushel  of  corn  or  rye  shall  be  fifty-- 
six  pounds;  a  bushel  of  oats  shall  be  thirty-two  pounds;  a 
bushel  of  barley  or  buckwheat  shall  be  forty-eight  pounds; 
and  a  bushel  of  ground  corn  or  ground  rye  shall  be  fifty 

Measurers  ap-        -nounds 
pointed  annually.  P""""*" 

Sect.  2.  For  the  purpose  of  securing  the  due  observance 
of  the  foregoing  provision,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  several  cities,  and  of  the  selectmen  of 
the  several  towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  within  sixty  days 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  annually  thereafter,  to  ap- 

Tiieirduty.  point  ouc  Or  morc  suitable  persons  in  such  city  or  town,  to 
be  measurers  of  grain ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of 
the  said  measurers,  when  called  upon  by  either  of  the  par- 
ties to  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  any  quantity  exceeding  one 
bushel  of  either  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  to  ascertain  the  weight  thereof,  and  to  give  a 
certificate  of  the  number  of  bushels  as  ascertained  by  the 

renauj'forseii-  weight  accordiug  to  the  rule  above  prescribed. 

iiig  without  DC-  r 

iveighiiig,  etc.  Sect.  3.  If  any  person  shall  sell  and  deliver  any  quantity, 
exceeding  one  bushel  of.  either  of  the  articles  aforesaid, 
without  the  same  having  been  weighed  by  one  of  the  public 
measurers  appointed  under  this  act,  such  person  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  measured  bushel  so  deliv- 
ered not  containing  the  number  of  pounds  hereinbefore 
required,  to  be  recovered  by  the  purchaser  in  an  action  of 
tort. 
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Sect.  4.     The  fees  of  the  measurer  shall  be  prescribed  Fees  of  measurer. 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  or  the  selectmen  of  the  several 
cities  and  towns  in  whicli  they  shall  be  appointed,  and  they 
shall  be  paid  one-half  by  the  seller  and  one-half  by  the  pur-   . 
chaser. 

Sect.  5.     If  any  measurer  appointed  under  this  act  sliall  Penalty  for  using 

■'  11  false  weipnts.  etc. 

use,  or  have  in  his  possession  with  intent  t^  use,  for  the  ili^^lei^'^^^^'^'^'^' 
purposes  herein  provided,  any  false  weights,  scales,  balance, 
or  other  instrument  for  weighingc-or  shall  collude  with  the 
purchaser  or  the  seller  with  the  intent  to  defraud  the  other 
party,  or  shall  make  and  utter  any  false  and  fraudulent  cer- 
tificate under  this  act,  he  may  be  removed  from  his  oflice  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen,  and  shall  also,  on 
conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six 
months  in  the  house  of  correction,  according  to  the  nature 
and  aggravation  of  the  offence. 

Sect.  6.     This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the   first  day  of  wh^n  to  takeef 
June  next;  and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
herewith  are  hereby  repealed.      [Approved  by  the  Govern- 
or, April  2Q,IS55.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  Real  Estate  held  by  Married  Women  who  Chcip.  233 
are  Insane,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assetnbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     When  any  married  woman,  seized  or  possessed  Husband  or  se- 

•'  '  r  lectinen  may  po- 

of  any  real  estate,  shall  become  insane,  the  husband  of  such  '"'?",  J"?^^  °^ 

■'  '  probate,  etc. 

married  woman,  or  the  selectmen  of  the  town  wherein  she 
has  her  legal  settlement,  may  petition  the  judge  of  probate 
within  and  for  the  county  wherein  she  resides,  setting  forth 
the  fact  of  her  insanity  and  also  the  inability  of  her  hus- 
band suitably  to  provide  for  her,  and  also  that  she  holds  the 
fee  to  certain  real  estate,  (describing  the  same,)  and  pray- 
ing that  said  real  estate,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  said  judge 
may  think  proper,  may  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  thereof 
applied  to  pay  the  expenses  of  her  maintenance  daring  her 
insanity. 

Sect.  2.  Upon  the  presentation  of  a  petition  as  provided  ^°be"iven*'''''"^ 
in  the  preceding  section,  the  judge  of  probate  shall  order  the 
petitioner  to  give  notice  thereof  to  all  persons  interested, 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  direct,  that  they  may  appear  and 
show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petitioner 
should  not  be  granted;  and  if  upon  such  a  hearing  it  shall 
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appear  to  said  judge  that  such  married  womau  is  insane, 
and  that  her  husband  is  unable  suitably  to  provide  for  her, 
and  also  that  the  fee  to  said  real  estate  is  held  by  her,  the 

"^ersra'u) fell"'"'  ^^^^  j^^^o^  ^uay  appoint  some  suitable  person  or  persons  and 
authorize  him  or  them  to  sell  said  real  estate,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  he  shall  direct,  and  in  the  manner  by  him  directed, 
and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  the  payment  of 
such  expenses  as  have  already  accrued,  and  such  as  may 
thereafter  accrue  in  the  proper  support  and  maintenance  of 
such  married  woman  during  her  insanity. 

Person  appointed      Sect.  3.     The  pcrsou  Or  pcrsous  thus  appointed  to  sell 

to  i;ive  bond.  i,,  ,.  •     \  •  •  -,     -i    •        i 

the  real  estate  ot  a  married  woman  as  is  provided  in  the 
preceding  section,  shall,  before  proceeding  to  sell  the  same, 
give  a  bond,  approved  by  the  judge  of  probate,  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  or  them.  They 
shall  also  render  to  said  judge  of  probate,  or  his  successor 
in  said  office,  whenever  required  so  to  do,  an  account,  under 
oath,  of  all  money  received  for  the  real  estate  so  sold,  and 
also  of  all  sums  paid  out  by  him  or  them  for  her  support. 
count°efc  '*'^"  ^^^  upon  her  recovery  from  her  insanity,  or  upon  her 
death,  he  or  they  shall  render  to  said  judge  a  final  account, 
including  all  charges  and  expenses  in  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  said  funds ;  and  such  balance  as  shall  be  found,  upon 
such  settlement,  in  his  or  their  hands,  shall  be  paid  over 
forthwith  to  such  person  or  persons  as  said  judge  of  probate 
shall  direct. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855.] 

Chap.  234  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Northampton  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted'  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

corporators.  Sect.  1.     G.  D.  Pcck,  H.  H.  Chilsou,  A.  H.  Bullen,  Charles 

Smith,  S.  M.  Smith,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  here- 

Name.  i)y  madc  a   corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Northampton 

Mutual  Fire   Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the 

Duration.  towu  of  Northampton,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years, 

for  the  purpose  of  insuring  dwelling-houses  and  other  build- 
ings and  personal  property  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire ; 

Powers,  privi-  with  all  the  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  all  other  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  made  or  to  be 
made,  relating  to  such  corporations. 


i 
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Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  eflfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Inventors'  Association.  Chan.  235 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     I.   R.    Howell,  William  H.    Smith,   James  F.  cori^orators. 
Whittemore,  their  associates  and   successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  American  Inventors' 
Association,  for  the   purpose   of  buying  and  selling-  patent  Purpose, 
rights  for  useful  inventions  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi-  ^°^'^'^^-  "^"ti**- 
leges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties, set  forth  ia  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  the  acts  in  addition  thereto. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  §5o'o,ooa*°'"'' 
exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     No  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  >:o  shares  issued 

^  ^  under  par. 

tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each  share,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  Whenever,  upon  a  sale  of  any  patent  right,  there  J",^y^"*^a^  *"  ex- 
shall  be  received,  by  said  corporation,  a  sum  exceeding  the  cess, etc. 
amount  paid  therefor,  the  inventor  or  inventors  of  said 
patent  right  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  said  cor- 
poration one-half  of  such  excess,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid 
over  to  the  said  inventor  or  inventors,  or  to  his  or  their 
legal  representatives,  upon  demand. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  Loan  Fund  Associations.  Ch(ip>.  236 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreseJita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics : 

Sect.  1.     The  insurance  commissioners  appointed  in  ac-  commissioners  of 

.  TArii.  "1  insurance  to  ^isit 

cordance  with  the  act  passed  JNlarch  thirtv-one,  eisrhteen  loinfixdassocia- 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  visit,  at 
least  once  in  each  year,  and  as  much  oftener  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  every  loan  fund  association,  of  whatever 
description,  which  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  incorpo- 
rated by  authority  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  shall  have 
free  access  to  their  books  and  papers,  and  shall  thoroughly 
inspect  and  examine  all  the  affairs  of  the  said  companies, 
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Duties,  etc.,  of 
commissioners. 


CompcDsation. 


and  make  any  and  all  such  inquiries  as  may  be  necessary  to 
ascertain  tlic  condition  of  the  said-  associations,  and  their 
ability  to  fulfil  all  the  engagements  made  by  them,  and 
whetlicr  they  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  law  ap- 
plicable to  their  transactions :  provided,  that  said  commis- 
sioners shall  examine  all  loan  fund  associations  in  this 
Commouwealtli,  as  soon,  after  this  act  goes  into  operation,  as 
may  be. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  commissioners  shall  have  the  same 
powers  and  perform  the  same  duties  in  examining  the  affairs 
of  loan  fund  associations  as  they  now  or  hereafter  may  have 
in  examining  insurance  companies ;  and  they  shall  receive 
the  same  compensation  for  services  as  is  provided  in  the  act 
relating  to  insurance  companies,  passed  March  tliirty-first,  in 
tbe  year  one  thousand  eight  Imndred  and  fifty-five. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 


NVoodlawn  Ccm- 
etary  declared  a 
corporation. 


Kigtits,  etc. 


L>hop.  Z6i         An  Act  coHcerniiifr  VVoodlawn  Cemetery  and  deeds  of  lots  therein. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  as  now  established 
and  as  organized  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  tliirty-first  day  of 
August,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  and  on  other  days  by 
adjournment  therefrom,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  corpo- 
ration and  body  politic,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  benefits 
and  provisions,  of  the  one  hundred  and  fourteenth  chapter 
of  the  acts  of  this  Commonwealth,  approved  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fort}'^- 
one,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  by-laws 
of  sucli  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  The  trustees  and  oflicers  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  usually  be  chosen  or  appointed  annually,  but  they 
shall  severally  continue  in  power  until  removed  or  others 
shall  have  been  chosen  or  appointed  in  their  place  ;  and  the 
said  coi'poration  shall  not  be  deprived  of  any  of  its  corpo- 
rate rights  by  reason  of  any  mistake  or  omission  in  regard 
to  its  meetings,  or  any  unintentional  neglect  of  any  ofiicer 
peedsof  lots  not  thereof,  nor  shall  any  deed  of  any  lot  in  the  cemetery  of 
such  corporation  be  deemed  invalid  for  any  such  cause,-] 
provided  the  same  shall  have  been  made  in  good  faith,  and] 
sealed  with  the  corporate  seal  and  recorded  in  the  books  of 
the  corporation. 


Trustees,  etc., 
chosen  annually. 


deemed  invalid. 
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Sect.  3.  The  clerk  of  the  said  corporation  may  be  styled  for^aud'eids.''^' 
the  secretary  thereof,  and  he  shall  keep  proper  books  of 
record,  wherein  shall  be  carefully  recorded  all  deeds  of 
burial  lots  made  by  the  corporation ;  for  which  record  the  compensation, 
secretary  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  reasonable  com- 
pensation as  the  trustees  may  determine ;  and  it  shall  not 
be  necessary  to  record  such  deeds  in  any  other  registry. 

Sect.  4.  The  provisions  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  ^pCpt,°|'g\84i.shaii 
act  aforesaid,  approved  March  seventeenth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-one,  shall  apply  to  all  the  shares,  property 
and  effects  of  said  corporation,  so  long  as  its  real  estate 
shall  remain  dedicated  to  the  uses  and  purposes  of  a  ceme- 
tery or  burial-place  for  the  dead. 

Sect.  5.     This  act   shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  ^^-Jj^^j" '° ^'^i^e 
passage,  upon  being  accepted  by  said  corporation  at  a  meet- 
ing to  be  called  for  the  purpose.      [Approved  by  the   Gov- 
ernor, April  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  Exempt  from  Levy  on  Execution  the  Homestead  of  a  House-  L>ll(ip.  Zoo 

holder. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tJie  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  In  addition  to  the  property  now  exempt,  by  law,  vai™'o^f Wo°  Ix- 
from  sale  or  levy  on  execution,  there  shall  be  exempted,  to  tachment!""  ^^ 
the  value  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  the  homestead  farui  or 
the  lot  and  l)uildings  thereon,  occupied  as  a  residence  and 
owned  by  the  debtor,  or  any  such  buildings-  owned  by  the 
debtor  and  so  occupied,  on  land  not  his  own,  l)ut  of  which 
he  shall  be  in  rightful  possession,  by  lease  or  otherwise,  he 
beiug  a  householder  and  having  a  family ;  and  no  release  or 
waiver  of  such  exemption  shall  be  valid  in  law,  unless  by 
deed,  for  good  consideration  acknowledged  and  recorded  as 
in  the  case  of  conveyances  of  real  estate  :  provided,  hoiocver,  rruviso. 
that  no  person  shall  hold,  exempted  as  above,  such  property 
to  a  larger  amount  than  eight  hundred  dollars,  including  the 
rights  of  exemption,  which  may  have  been  acquired  under  the 
provisions  of  the  three  hundred  and  fortieth  chapter  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  lifty-one. 

Sect.  2.     Such  exemption  shall  continue  after  the  death  Jo^f,"',Pc°fo/ben- 
of  such  householder,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  chil-  cijudrcn."'"'"'"'^ 
dren  of  the  deceased  party,  some  one  of  them  continuing  to 
occupy  such  homestead  until  the  youngest  child  be  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  until  the  death  of  the  widow. 
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Not  to  apply  in 
certain  cases. 


Not  to  affect  cer- 
tain incumbran- 
ces. 


Convfiynnce    not 
valid,  unless,  etc. 


Appraisers  to  be 
appe>inteil  on  levy 
ot  execution,  if 
otRcor  estimates 
the  property  ovev 
$800. 


Proceedings  in 
case  of  appraisal, 


Act  of  1841 
repealed. 


Sect.  3.  No  property  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  levy  for  the  taxes  thereon,  or  for  a  debt  con-' 
tracted  previous  to  the  purchase  thereof,  or  for  any  debt 
contracted  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act;  nor  shall 
buildings  on  land  not  owned  by  the  debtor,  be  exempt  from 
levy  for  the  ground-rent  of  the  lot  of  land  whereon  such 
buildings  are  situated. 

Sect.  4.  Such  exemption  shall  not  be  deemed  to  defeat 
or  otherwise  alfect,  any  mortgage  or  other  incumbrance  or 
lien  existing  by  virtue  of  any  deed,  attachment,  policy  of 
insurance,  or  otherwise. 

Sect.  5.  No  conveyance  by  the  husband,  of  any  property 
exempted  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  valid  in  law  unless  the  wife 
join  in  the  deed  of  conveyance. 

Sect.  6.  If  any  judgment  creditor  shall  require  an  exe- 
cution to  be  levied  on  property  claimed  by  the  debtor  to  be 
exempt  from  levy  under  this  act,  and  the  officer  holding  such 
execution  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  premises  are  of  greater 
value  than  eight  hundred  dollars,  then  appraisers  shall  be 
appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  by  law  for  the 
levy  of  execution  on  real  estate ;  and  the  said  appraisers 
shall  set  off  to  such  debtor  such  portion  of  said  premises  as 
lie  may  select,  including  the  dwelling-house,  as  shall  appear 
to  them  to  be  of  the  value  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
residue  of  the  property  shall  be  appraised,  and  the  apprais- 
ers shall  deliver  to  the  officer  the  appraisal  of  the  value  of 
said  residue,  and  said  officer  shall  deliver  a  copy  thereof  to 
the  debtor  or  other  lawful  occupant  of  said  homestead ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  right  of  such  debtor  or  other  lawful  occupant 
of  said  premises,  to  pay  on  such  execution  the  value  of  such 
residue,  and  continue  to  hold  such  homestead  as  provided  in 
this  act ;  but  in  case  the  debtor  shall  not  make  such  pay- 
ment within  sixty  days  from  the  time  of  receiving  such  no- 
tice, then  the  creditor  may  require  such  residue  to  be  sold 
by  the  officer  at  public  auction,  after  duly  advertising  the 
same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  such  execution. 

Sect.  7.  Chapter  three  hundred  and  forty  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  hfty-one  is  hereby 
repealed :  pi^ovided,  that  such  repeal  shall  not  in  any  man- 
ner affect  any  rights  which  may  have  been  acquired  by  any 
party  under  said  act,  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
27,  1855.] 
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An  Act  concerning  Offences  against  Public  Health.  Chap.  239 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  If  any  person  shall  kill,  or  cause  to  be  killed,  fe^fjnnieat"^ 
for  the  purpose  of  sale,  any  calf  less  than  four  weeks  old, 
or  shall  knowingly  sell,  or  knowingly  have  in  his  possession 
with  intent  to  sell,  the  meat  of  any  calf  killed  when  less 
than  four  weeks  old,  such  person  shall  be  punished,  by  fine 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  in- 
dictment in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  tlie  Fitchburg  Railroad      Chcip.  240 

Company." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius  : 

Sect.  1.     The  location  of  the  railroad  of  the  Fitchburg  ^V^me"!*"  *"*"' 
Railroad  Company,  and  said  railroad  and  its  branches,  as 
the  same  are  actually  laid  out  and  constructed  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Middlesex  and  Worcester,  are  hereby  ratified  and 
confirmed. 

Sect.  2.  In  order  to  correct  any  informality  or  insuf- ^|'/ '^f '^^'| 
ficiency  in  the  location  of  said  railroad  and  its  several  ^■'"^°  °"*  ''^"• 
branches  heretofore  filed,  the  said  corporation  is  hereby 
authorized,  at  any  time  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  to  file  with  the  county  commissioners  of  Middlesex 
and  Worcester  respectively,  new  locations  of  said  railroad 
and  its  several  branches,  defining  the  courses,  distances  and 
boundaries  of  such  portions  thereof  as  lie  within  the  said 
counties  respectively,  in  conformity  with  the  actual  construc- 
tion of  said  railroad  and  branches,  as  already  built,  which 
said  new  locations,  when  filed,  shall  be  valid  and  sufficient 
in  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  \^Ap'proved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Faneuil  Hall  Insurance  Company.  Chap.  241 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.  1.     Benjamin  L.  Allen,  Elias  E.  Davison,  Joseph  L.  corporator*. 
Ross,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
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Real  estate, 
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Capital  stock, 
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Chap.  242 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


J\fav  hold  real  and 
pe.'-suiiai  estate 
ji'  \     exceeding 
$'20;  OOU. 

Corpij».ratlon  may 
convey  tvatcr, 
etc. 


JSfay  take  and 
hold  laud. 


Description  of 
land  taken,  to 
be  Hied,  etc. 


corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  Insurance  Com- 
pany, ill  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-eight  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  maritime  loans  and  insurance  against 
maritime  losses  and  losses  by  fire ;  with  all  the  powers  and 
privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  lia- 
bilities, set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chap- 
ters of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  acts  subsequently 
passed  relating  to  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  company,  real  estate  not  exceeding  in  value  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  excepting  such  as  may  be  taken  for  debt, 
or  held  as  collateral  security  for  money  due  to  the  said 
company. 

Sect.  3.  The  capital  stock  of  the  said  company,  exclu- 
sive of  premium  notes  and  profits  arising  from  business, 
shall  be  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  liberty  to  com- 
mence business  when  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars shall  have  been  subscribed  and  paid  in. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  tak?  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  hij  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  ihe  Milford  Aqueduct  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Aaron  Claflin,  Royal  Southwick,  Horace  B. 
Claflin  and  Samuel  Daniels,  their  associates  and  successors, 
are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Milford 
Aqueduct  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  village 
of  Milford  with  pure  water;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges, and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities, 
set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 
estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  Said  corporation  may  take,  hold  and  convey 
into  the  streets  of  said  village  the  waters  of  the  springs 
situated  on  the  lands  of  the  corporators  about  two  hundred 
rods  north-westerly  of  said  village,  and  may  take  and  hold 
,lands  necessary  for  laying  and  maintaining  aqueducts,  reser- 
voirs and  fountains,  and  may  take  the  right  to  the  lands  on 
■•jrhich  the  springs  aforesaid  are  situated.  Said  corporation 
ishall,  within  sixty  days  from  the  time  of  taking  any  lands  or 
Springs,  file  in  the  office  of  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the 
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county  of  Worcester  a  description  of  the  lands  or  springs 
so  taken,  as  certain  as  is  I'equired  in  a  common  conveyance 
of  land,  and  a  statement  of  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
taken,  sicfned  by  the  president  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  4.     Said  corporation  may  make  aqueducts  from  the  corporatron  may 

,  ^  •T'li  1  ••      ii'alie  aqueducts, 

aforesaid  sources  through  said  village,  and  may  maintain  »eservoir»,  etc. 
the  same  by  suitable  works,  may  make  reservoirs  and  hy- 
drants, and  may  distribute  the  waters  throughout  said  vil- 
lage by  laying  down  pipes,  and  may  establish  rents  therefor 
— taking  any  lands  or  rights  necessary  and  convenient  for 
such  distribution  and  for  such  reservoirs  and  hydrants. 

Sect.  5.     For  the  purpose  of  so  distributing;  said  water  May  aip:  np  road, 
throughout  the  villaue    of  Milford,  and   making  hydrants  "'pise  of  seiect- 

o  '-  '  ^       J  men. 

therefor,  said  corporation  may  enter  upon,  and  dig  up.  any 
public  road  or  way,  and  lay  their  logs  or  pipes  therein, 
under  the  direction  and  by  the  written  license  of  the  select- 
men of  Milford,  given  at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  specifying 
each  road  or  way  and  the  part  thereof  so  to  be  dug  up,  the 
manner  of  doing  the  same,  and  the  time  within  which  the 
same  shall  be  done,  not  exceeding  one  year  from  the  date 
of  such  license ;  and  said  work  shall  be  done  so  as  to  cause 
the  least  hindrance  to  the  travel  on  said  roads  or  ways  and 
the  least  inconvenience  to  individuals  ;  and  they  shall  restore 
said  roads  or  ways  to  as  good  a  condition  as  they  were  pre- 
viously in,  without  unreasonable  delay. 

Sect.  6.     If  the  selectmen  of  Milford  shall  unreasonably  commissionprs 
reiuse  or  neglect  to  crant  any  such  license  to  said  corpora-  it  seipctmeu  re- 

...  tuse  etc. 

tion  upon  a  written  petition  therefor,  said  corporation  may 
apply  for  such  license  to  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
county  of  Worcester,  first  giving  notice  in  writing  to  a  ma- 
jority of  said  selectmen  of  their  intended  application  not 
less  than  seven  days  previous  thereto,  so  that  said  select- 
men may  appear,  if  they  see  fit,  and  object  thereto ;  and  if 
on  such  application  it  shall  appear  that  said  selectmen  did 
unreasonably  refuse  or  neglect  to  grant  any  such  license, 
said  commissioners  may,  if  they  see  fit,  grant  the  same  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  terms  in  which  the  selectmen  are  herein 
authorized  to  grant  such  license. 

Sect.  7.     Said  corporation   shall  be  liable  to  indemnify  CMpora»ion  lia- 
said  town  of  Milford  against  any  indict  lent  or  claim  forages, etc. 
damages,  or  any  c<'  is  or  payments  therefor,  and  also  any 
individuals  for  injuries  or  damages   sustained  by  them  Oii 
account  of  any  defects  of  said  roads  or  ways,  or  any  ob- 
structions therein,  caused  by  the  acts  or  neglect  of  said 
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corporatiou  or  their  servants — the  same  to  be  recovered  in 
an  action  of  tort  against  said  corporation. 
Damages,  how  to      Sect.  8.     All  damao;es  sustained  bytakine;  land,  water,  or 

be  ascertained,  ,  i   .  i  "        .  , 

etc.  -water-rights,  or  by  making  aqueducts,  reservoirs,  or  other 

works,  shall  be  ascertained,  determined  and  recovered  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  now  provided  in  cases  where  land  is 
taken  for  highways  :  and  no  diversion  of  any  nature,  or  con- 
struction of  any  work  by  said  corporation,  shall  be  com- 
menced until  ail  damages  shall  have  been  ascertained  or 
agreed  upon  and  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  damaged 
thereby. 
Fine  or  hnpiison-  Sect.  9.  Any  pcrson  who  shall  maliciously  divert  the 
mgVater, etc" 'water,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  the  sources  thereof,  which 
shall  be  taken  by  said  corporation  pursuant  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  or  who  shall  destroy  or  injure  any  reservoir, 
aqueduct,  pipes,  hydrants,  or  other  property  held,  owned  or 
used  by  said  corporation  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  who 
shall  corrupt  said  waters,  or  render  the  same  impure,  shall 
pay  to  said  corporation  three  times  the  amount  of  the  dam- 
ages so  done,  to  be  recovered  by  an  action  of  tort ;  and  any 
such  person,  on  conviction  of  either  of  the  malicious  acts 
aforesaid,  may  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in  the  house  of  correction 
not  exceeding  one  year. 

Sect.  10.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 

Chap.  243  An  Act  to  set  off  from  the  Town  of  Wateitown-  certain  Land,  and  annex 

the  same  to  the  City  of  Cambridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
fown°^ann?xed        Sect.  1.     That  part  of  the  town  of  Watertown  in  the 
to  Cambridge,     couuty  of  Middlcsex  containing  thirty-one  and  fifty-three 
one-hundreths  acres,  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  is  set 
off  from  the  town  of  Watertown  and  annexed  to  the  city  of 
Boundaries.        Cambridge,  to  wit :  Beginning  on  the  easterly  line  of  Cool- 
idge  Avenue  at  the  present  boundary  between  Watertown 
and  Cambridge ;  thence  south-westerly  along  the  easterly 
line  of  said  Coolidge  Avenue  fifteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  feet  to  land  late  of  William  P.  Winchester ;  thence 
south-easterly  and  southerly  and  bounded  by  land  late  of 
said  Winchester  fifteen  hundred  and  seventy  feet,  more  or 
.  less,  to  Charles  River ;  thence  north-easterly  and  bounded 
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by  said  Charles  River  to  the  present  dividing  line  between 
Watertown  and  Cambridge;  thence  northerly  and  westerly 
along  said  dividing  line  between  Watertown  and  Cambridge 
to  said  Coolidge  Avenue  where  the  description  commenced. 
Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 


An  Act  concerning  the  duties  of  School  Committees  in  Signing  School      Chap.  244 

Returns. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assetnbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  When  the  school  committee  of  any  city  or  town  ^e^*.^,'°s  i^*'^*' 
shall  not  be  less  than  thirteen  in  number,  the  signature  of 
the  chairman  and  secretary  thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  annual  school  returns,  and  to  the  certificate 
accompanying  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient :  provided, 
said  returns  and  certificate  are  executed  in  all  other  res-  iro^'so- 
pects  as  required  by  law. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  protect  the  Indian  Lands  from  Tres-      Chup.  245 
passers  and  Intruders. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  provisions  of  the  thirtj^-fourth  chapter  o^  ll^^^i^f^  ^''^ 
the  statutes  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty,  are  hereby  extended  to  lands  the  title  of  which  is  in 
trustees,  guardians,  or  agents  appointed  by  the  -Common- 
wealth, or  under  the  authority  thereof,  for  the  use  or  benefit 
of  any  tribe  or  body  of  Indians,  or  any  individuals  of  such 
tribe  or  body,  or  their  descendants. 

Sect.  2.    When  any  person  shall  unlawfully  enter,  intrude  ft^au'^^Vrosecute 
upon,  or  hold  any  such  land,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  dis-  I'lf'^iers,  etc. 
trict-attorney  for  the  district  within  which  such  land  lies,  to 
file  and  prosecute  an  information  as  provided  in  the   acts 
aforesaid  for  the  recovery  thereof,  whenever  he  shall  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  can  be  recovered. 

Sect.  3.     In  case  the  Commonwealth  shall  recover  pos-  ™8tion"ncMl 
session  of  any  such  lp,nd  by  the  proceeding  aforesaid,  such  °^ '■*'^"''"y- 
possession  shall  operate  as,  and  be  deemed  in  law  to  be,  the 
possession  of  the  trustees,  guardia.ns,  or  agents  mentioned 
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in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  if  there  be  any  such  trustees, 
guardians  or  agents  living;  and  if  not,  the  Commonwealth 
shall  hold  the  same  upon  and  for  the  uses  and  trusts  afore- 
said until  others  are  duly  appointed.  [Approved  by  the 
G over  1107' J  Apj-il  27,  1865.] 


Chap.  246  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Ocean  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Geiieral  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  John  Adams,  Frederick  Nickerson,  Benjamin 
G.  Boardman,  Jr.,  and  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight 
years,  by  the  name  of  the  Ocean  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, to  bo  established  in  tha  city  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  maritime  loans,  and  insurance  against  mari- 
time losses  and  losses  by  fire,  upon  the  mutual  principle ; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  the  four  hundred 
and  fifty-third  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  entitled  "An  Act  concerning 
Insurance  Companies,"  and  in  all  general  laws  which  may 
hereafter  be  passed  relating  to  mutual  insurance  companies, 
so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  the  corporation  here- 
by ci\.ated. 

Sect.  2,  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1855.] 
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Chttp.  247  An  Act  concerning  the  Assessment  of  Damages  for  Mortgaged  Land  taken 

for  Raih'oads. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Damagps assessed      Sect.  1.     If  auv  land  which  lias  been  or  shall  be  taken! 

Oil    pi'iition,    for  *"  ^  £>     1      •  •!  J  1 

takeifb''''rau-"'^*  ^-*y  ^"^  railroad  company,  tor  the  purposes  of  their  railroad,| 
roads.  under  and  in  pursuance  of  their  act  of  incorporation,  was 

or  shall  be  at  the  time  of  such  taking  under  mortgage,  then) 
and  in  all  such  cases  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  mortgagor^ 
and  mortgagee,  or  either,  to  petition  for  the  assessment  of 
damages,  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  tribunal,  as 
the  owner  of  the  fee  of  such  land  might  do  if  it  were  unin- 
cumbered;  and  thereupon  the  like  proceedings  shall  be  had 
as  are  now  had  in  the  case  of  the  application  of  an  owner 
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of  unincumbered  land  for  tlie  assessment  of  dcniao:es  caused 
by  the  location  of  a  railroad  over  such  land  :  jirovided,  hoio-  Proviso. 
ever,  that  in  any  such  petition  the  fact  that  the  laud  taken 
is  subject  to  mort(ra2;e  shall  be  stated  •  and  if  such  applica- 
tion is  made  by  either  said  mortgagor  or  mortgagee  sepa- 
rately, the  tribunal  to  which  the  petition  shall  be  presented 
shall  order  the  petitioner  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  other 
parties  interested  as  mortgagors  and  mortgagees,  by  serving 
each  of  them,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  a  hearing  on  said  petition  with  an  attested  copy 
of  said  petition  and  the  order  thereon,  that  the  other  parties 
may,  if  they  see  cause,  appear  at  said  hearing,  and  become 
parties  to  said  proceedings  under  said  petition. 

Sect.  2.  In  the  assessment  of  damages  in  any  proceed- same  subject 
ings,  under  this  act,  the  estate  of  the  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee in  the  premises  taken  by  the  railroad  company  shall 
be  deemed  and  treated  as  one  entire  estate,  and  the  dama- 
ges which  may  be  assessed  shall  be  in  one  sum  for  such 
estate. 

Sect.  3.     If  the  mortgagee  shall  at  any  time  become  a -^°iou"t  of  dam 

, .         "    °  ,  ,  .  ,■'  „   ^  agP9  assessed,  to 

party  to  any  proceedings  under  this  act,  the  amount  of  dam-  Repaid  to  mort- 

I  •    I,  1  J   4.!  1     11    1         T  .  1       fc-ayee,  if,  etc. 

ages  which  may  be  assessed  thereon  shall  be  airecceu  lo  be 
paid  to  such  mortgagee,  and  judgment  shall  be  entered  ac- 
cordingly :  provided,  however,  that  if  the  mortsjage  debt  shall  Froviao. 
be  paid,  or  the  mortijage  shall  be  in  any  way  discharged,  pre- 
viously to  the  final  judgment  which  may  be  rendered  in  said 
proceedings,  then  such  daraao'cs  shall  be  directed  to  be  paid 
to  the  mortgagor  :  and  provided,  further ,  that  if  the  amount  of  Pfo^ded,  further 
damages  assessed  shall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  mortgage 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  then  only  so  much  of  said  dam- 
age as  will  equal  the  amount  of  such  mortgage  debt,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  shall  be  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  mort- 
gagee, and  the  balance  shall  be  directed  to  be  paid  to  the 
mortgagor;  and  thereupon  separate  judgments  shall  be  en- 
tered in  favor  of  each  party  for  the  respective  amounts  di- 
rected to  be  paid  to  them:  send  provided,  also,  that  any  jiidg- ^'■''^■''^^"^'a^^o- 
ment  rendered  in  favor  of  any  mortgagee,  under  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  held  by 
such  mortgagee  in  trust,  to  apply  the  proceeds  thereof, 
when  collected,  to  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  debt,  and 
that  when  the  same  shall,  in  any  way  be  fully  satisfied,  then 
that  such  judgment  and  the  proceeds,  or  so  much  of  the 
proceeds  thereof  as  shall  then  remain,  shall  be  by  such 
mortgagee  assigned  or  paid  over  to  the  mortgagor  or  his 
legal  representatives. 
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Mortpapree  to  re-  Sect.  4.     Ahv  mort£!:ao;ee  who   shall  become  party  to 

tMin  rl>:ht  to  col-  •'  ,   .  i      ti  •  n       i  •     i 

icct,  etc.  any  proceedings  under  this  act  shall  retain  all  the  rights 

which  he  would  otherwise  have  to  collect  the  mortgage 
debt,  and  enforce  his  claims  under  the  mortgage  and  against 
the  mortgagor,  and  nothing  herein  contained  shall  impair 
any  of  such  rights. 
giV"n  by  corpora-  Sect.  5.  Evcry  railroad  company  shall  be  required  to 
et°".  u'reqlTi^edf"  a^^^  sccui'lty  for  thc  payiucut  of  all  such  damages  and  costs 
as  may  be  awarded  for  the  entire  estate  of  the  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee  in  the  premises,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  sixty-first  section  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  upon  the  request  of  any  person 
party  to  any  petition  filed  under  this  act,  or  any  proceed- 
ings thereunder;  and  upon  such  security  being  ordered  to 
be  given,  each  and  every  person  party  to  any  such  petition 
or  proceedings,  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  remedies  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  same  which  he  would  have  were 
such  estate  unincumbered,  and  he  the  owner  thereof. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App?^oved  by  the  Governor',  Apr'il  28,  1855.] 

Chap.  248  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Neptune  Submarine  Company. 

Be  if  671  acted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

covporators;  Sect.  1.     William  Wetherbee,  C.  J.  Hendee  and  D.  A. 

Simmons,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Neptune  Submarine  Com- 

I'.upofe.  pany,  for  the  purposes  of  recovering  wrecked  and  sunkeni 

Powers, (jutieR,  property;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  tiie  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

sfjt)  000  *'°'^''"  Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  notl 
exceed  in  amount  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;; 

h9°ue.i "[nder"  ar  ^'^^  "^^  sharcs  of  the  Capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall] 
be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amouut,  to  be  actually  paid  iaj 
on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first 

Prnviso.  issued :  provided,  that  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  said  capital 

shall  be  actually  paid  in  in  cash  within  one  year  after  the 
passage  of  this  act.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  Apj'il  28,  - 
1855.] 
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An  Act  concerning  Arrest  in  Cases  of  Tort.  Chap.  249 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect,  1.  No  person  shall  be  arrested  on  mesne  process  oath"efc*°  ™'^^° 
in  any  action  of  tort  unless  the  plaintiff  in  said  action,  or 
some  person  in  his  behalf,  shall  make  oath  to  the  satisfaction 
of  some  disinterested  justice  of  the  peace  that  he  believes, 
and  has  reason  to  believe,  that  he  has  a  good  cause  of  action 
against  the  defendant,  that  he  has  a  reasonable  expectation 
of  recovering  a  sum  equal  at  least  to  one-third  the  damages  -  ^ 

claimed  in  the  writ,  and  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
the  defendant  is  likely  to  remove  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  to  which  the  writ  is  "returnable,  sc  that  execution, 
if  obtained,  cannot  be  served  upon  him,  and  such  affidavit  efc"*^^*"'^*''"^''' 
shall  be  endorsed  on  or  attached  to  the  writ  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  justice  that  he  is  satisfied  of  the  truth  thereof. 
The  fee  of  the  justice  for  such  examination  shall  be  one  pfa^nPtm!  *" 
dollar,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff  before  his  exami- 
nation, and  shall  be  taxed  as  a  portion  of  his  costs  if  the 
certificate  is  granted,  and  if  the  plaintiff  prevails  in  his 
action. 

Sect.  2.     No  arrest  on  mesne  process  shall  be  made  in  N"  f"®*',.?'; 

1  \  .    . ,         .      „  slander  or  libel. 

any  action  brought  lor  slander,  or  m  any  civil  suit  for  libel. 

Sect.  3.     Chapter  sixty-three  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hun-  ^e°*eaUI^ 
dred  and  fifty-four  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  authorize  J.  and  B.  Lewis  to  construct  a  Railroad  Track  in  the  Chcip.  250 
Town  of  Provincetown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  J.  and  B.  Lewis,  proprietors  of  a  wharf  in  the  Railroad  track  m 
town  of  Provincetown,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
transportation  of  sand  to  said  wharf,  are  hereby  authorized 
to  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad  track  across  a  public 
street  adjoinftg  said  wharf,  between  such  points  and  in  such 
direction  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  surveyors  of  highways 
of  said  town  of  Provincetown. 

Sect.  2.     A  good  and  sufficient  crossing  at  said  street  or  crossingtobe 

...  -  "  .  o  maintained. 

highway,  lor  teams  and  carriages,  shall  be  maintained  by  the 
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Corporators. 


Powers,  privi- 
leges, etc. 


said  J.  and  B.  Lewis,  and  in  arranging  the  same  they  shall 
be  subject'  to  such  rules  and  requirements  as  by  the  said 
surveyors  of  highways  *of  the  town  of  Pruvincetown  may  be 
deemed  reasonable  and  necessary.  [App7^oved  by  the  Gov- 
emor,  Apj^il  28,  1855.] 

Chcip.  251  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Veterinary  Institute. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  George  H.  Dadd,  David  Eoberts,  Jonas  Chap- 
man and  John  P.  Jewett,  their  associates  and  successors, 
are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Boston 
Veterinary  Institute,  to  be 'established  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
in  the  county  of  Suifolk;  and  they  shall  be  invested  with 
the  same  powers  and  privileges),  and  subject  to  the  same 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  as  other  universities,  and 
as  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes. 
Mtate"s25  w°"^^  Sect.  2.  Thc  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  purpose  of  veterinary  edu- 
cation, and  for  the  support  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treat- 
ment of  horses,  cattle  and  other  domestic  animals.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1855.] 

C/hcip.  252     An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  Hall  to  extend  his  Wharf  in  East  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sa7ne,  as  folloivs  : 

Samuel  Hall,  proprietor  of  a  wharf  and  flats  situate  on 
Border  Street,  in  that  part  of  Boston  known  as  East  Boston, 
and  lying  between  and  adjoining  the  land  and  flats  of  J.  P. 
Woodbury  and  Henry  Jones,  is  hereby  authorized  to  extend 
and  maintain  his  wharf  into  the  harbor  channel  as  far  as 
the  line  established  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning 
the  Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 

RiKht8,eto.  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  ends  and  sides 
of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  docI<;age  therefor : 

Proviso.  provided,  however,  that  this  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to 

extend  to  any  flats  or  land  of  this  Commonwealth,  lying  in 
front  of  the  flats  of  any  other  person,  or  which  would  be 
comprehended  by  the  true  lines  of  such  flats  continued  to 


May  extend 
■whurf. 


1855. — Chapter  253.  671 

the  said  commissioners'  line:  and  pi'ovided,  also,  that  so  I'ro^'de'J. aJso. 
much  of  said  wharf  as  may  be  constructed  below  low-water 
mark  shall  be  built  on  piles,  which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer 
to  each  other  than  six  feet  in  the  direction  of  the  stream, 
and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse  direction,  and  that  this  act 
shall  in  nowise  affect  the  legal  rights  of  any  persons  or  cor- 
porations whatever.  \^Approved  by  the  Governoi',  April  28, 
1855.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Charles  River  Bridge  and  the  Warren  Bridge,      (-^fiap.  2oo 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  atUhority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  city  of  Charlestown  is  hereby  authorized  £'!f,';J,<e'c"orroilf 
and  empowered,  upon  the  terms  'and  conditions  in  this  act  ^''''^^'^^" 
contained,  to  assume  the   exclusive  ownership,  control  and 
charge  of  the  Charles  River  Bridge  and  the  Warren  Bridge. 

Sect.  2.  Upon  the  assumption  of  such  ownership,  control  commouwelith. 
and  charge,  said  city  of  Charlestown  shall  give  its  bond  to 
the  Commonwealth,  the  form  and  substance  thereof  to  be 
approved  by  the  attorney-general,  with  condition  that  the 
said  city  shall  always  perform  all  the  duties,  and  meet  all 
the  liabilities,  in  relation  to  said  bridges,  that  are  named  in 
the  third  section  of  the  act  establishing  the  Warren  Bridge 
Corporation,  passed  on  March  twelfth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-eight;  and  further,  that  said  city  shall  forever 
keep  and  maintain  said  bridges  as  public  avenues,  free  from 
all  expense  and  cost  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  do  all 
other  things  required  by  this  act  to  be  done  by  said  city. 

Sect.  3.  The  bond  named  in  the  preceding  section  shall 
be  made  and  executed  by  the  mayor  of  said  Charlestown  on 
the  behalf  and  in  the  name  of  said  city. 

Sect.. 4.     Upon  the  delivery  of  such  bond,  the  governor 
shall,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  make,  [C'ncu''[o''ex'l- 
execute  and  deliver,  a  good  and  sufficient  instrument  to  said  of  "cU'veyaSJfe"* 
city,  to  be  approved  by  the  council,  surrendering  to  the  city  "°- 
of  Charlestown  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  and  to  said  Charles  River  Bridge  and  Warren 
Bridge,  to  the  materials  of  which  they  are  constructed,  and 
the  franchise  or  right  to  take  tolls  originally  granted  to  the 
proprietors  thereof,  (except  so  far  as  the  same  is  modified 
and  controlled  by  this  act,)  and  all  things  pertaining  to  said 
bridges  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth. 
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City  to  complete 
repairs. 


Liabllit3'   of 
Charles  town. 


Liability  of 
Boston. 


Bridged,  when  to 
be  declared  free. 


Sect.  5.  Said  city  shall  thereupon  carry  forward  and 
complete  the  rebuilding  and  repairs  of  said  bridges  to  the 
same  extent  as  was  provided  for  in  the  act  passed  on  April 
twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  relative  to  said 
bridges. 

Sect.  6.  After  such  conveyance  shall  have  been  made, 
the  said  city  of  Charlestown  shall  be  liable  for  damages 
that  maybe  incurred  by  reason  of  any  defect  in  said  bridges, 
or  either  of  them,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  towns  and  cities  are  now  liable  for  defects  in  town- 
ways  ;  and  in  all  respects  said  bridges  shall  be  held  to  be 
townways  in  the  city  of  Charlestown,  so  far  as  such  con- 
struction maybe  consistent  herewith;  but  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  keep  in  repair  all  that  part  of  Warren  Bridge  con- 
nected with  the  water-works  of  said  city,  and  shall  be  liable 
for  any  damages  arising  from  any  defect  in,  or  accident  to, 
said  works. 

Sect.  7.  Hereafter  the  following  tolls  shall  be  collected 
on  said  bridges,  viz. :  For  each  person  on  foot,  one  cent ; 
for  each  wheelbarrow,  handcart  or  sled,  and  one  person,  two 
cents ;  for  each  chaise,  buggy,  rockaway,  carryall,  sulky,  or 
covered  wagon,  and  all  other  vehicles  for  passengers  drawn 
by  one  horse,  and  having  one  seat  therein,  five  cents ;  for 
each  cab,  chaise,  buggy,  rockaway,  carryall,  or  other  vehicle 
for  passengers  with  two  or  more  seats,  and  drawn  by  one 
horse,  eight  cents  ;  for  each  coach,  stage,  carryall,  rockaway, 
and  all  other  vehicles  for  passengers,  and  drawn  by  two 
horses,  (except  omnibuses,)  ten  cents;  for  each  additional 
horse  to  any  of  the  vehicles  before  named,  two  cents ;  for 
each  truck,  cart,  wagon,  or  other  vehicle  drawn  by  one  horse 
or  other  beast,  five  cents;  for  each  horse  with  rider,  three 
cents ;  for  each  omnibus,  truck,  cart,  or  other  vehicle,  not 
hereinbefore  described,  and  drawn  by  two  horses  or  other 
beasts,  eight  cents;  for  each  additional  horse  or  other  beast 
to  the  last-named  vehicles,  two  cents ;  for  each  carriage  or 
other  vehicle  attached  to  any  other  vehicle  and  drawn  by  it, 
two  cents ;  for  neat  cattle,  two  cents  per  head ;  for  sheep 
and  swine,  one-half  cent  per  head ;  and  only  one  person  shall 
be  sufi'ered  to  pass  free  of  toll  as  driver  of  any  team. 

Sect.  8.  Upon  assuming  control  of  said  bridges  as  herein 
provided,  said  tolls  shall  be  levied  and  collected  by  said  city 
of  Charlestown  until  a  sum  shall  be  raised  equal  to  the 
amount  expended  in  rebuilding  and  repairing  said  bridges, 
to  the  current  expenses  of  said  bridges  while  such  repairs 
are  being  made,  and  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
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dollars  additional  thereto,  exclusive  of  all  expenses,  costs 
and  charges  for  or  on  account  of  said  bridges  before  that 
time  accrued  or  expended ;  after  which  time  the  said  bridges 
shall  forever  be  kept  free  from  tolls,  and  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  the  said  city  of  Charlestown. 

Sect.  9.  If,  at  the  time  this  act  takes  effect,  there  shall  chancstown  to 
be  in  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  in  the  hands  of  aiuuuijust  claims 
the  agent  of  said  bridges,  or  elsewhere,  any  moneys  or  other 
things  belonging  to  said  bridges,  the  same  shall  be  accounted 
for,  paid  over  and  delivered  to  the  city  of  Charlestown ; 
and  all  claims  against  said  bridges  unsettled  at  the  time  this 
act  takes  effect  shall  be  adjusted  and  paid  by  said  city  of 
Charlestown. 

Sect.  10.  The  management  and  control  of  said  bridges  chanestown  to 
shall  be  exercised  by  the  city  council  of  said  city  of  Charles-  and  regulations, 
town,  which  may  make  such  rules  and  regulations  in  relation 
thereto,  and  provide  for  the  appointment  of  such  agents  and 
officers  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  make 
such  investment  and  disposal  of  the  funds  realized  from  said 
tolls,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Sect.  11.  The  seventh  section  of  this  act  shall  take  effect  when  and  how  to 
on  and  after  its  passage;  but  the  other  sections  thereof  ''^^^  ^"^ ' 
shall  not  take  effect  unless  the  inhabitants  of  said  Charles- 
town, qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  city  affairs,  shall  accept  the 
same  at  meetings  held  in  the  various  wards  of  said  city  in 
the  months  of  April  or  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-five ;  said  meetings  to  be  called  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  and  wariftd  at  least  s^ven  days  before  the  day 
when  said  meetings  are  held.  And  if  said  inhabitants 
shall  accept  this  act  at  such  meetings,  it  shall  take  effect  on 
the  first  day  of  June  next;  but  otherwise  it  shall  have  no 
effect,  but  become  void.  And  in  case  it  shall  be  so  accepted, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  of  said  Charlestown  to 
notify  the  governor  thereof,  in  writing,  immediately. 

Sect.  12.     All  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  re- inconsistent  acts 
pealed.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  28,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank.     Chctn.  254 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Chelsea  Sav-  Act  amended. 
ings  Bank,"   is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following 
words  to  the  second  section  of  said  act,  to  wit:  Whenever 
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Minor's  receipt 
valid. 


auy  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  minor,  the  trustees  of  said 
corporation  may,  at  their  discretion,  pay  to  such  depositor 
such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him  or  her  although  no  guardian 
shall  have  been  appointed  for  such  minor,  or  the  guardian 
of  such  minor  shall  not  have  authorized  the  drawing  of  the 
same ;  and  the  check,  receipt  or  acquittance,  of  such  minor, 
shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same  was  executed  by  a  guardian 
of  such  minor  or  the  said  minor  was  of  full  age,  if  such  de- 
posit was  made  personally  by  said  minor.  [Appiwved  by 
the  Governor,  April  28,  1855.] 


Mav  pxtenci 
Wharf. 


Rights,  etc. 


Chcip.  255     An  Act  to  authorize  Stephen  S.  Stone  to  extend  his  Wharf  in  Chelsea. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Stephen  S.  Stone,  of  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
tend his  wharf,  in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  from  Marginal  Street 
to  the  line  established  by  "An  Act  to  preserve  that  part  of 
the  Harbor  of  Boston  called  Chelsea  Creek,  and  to  prevent 
encroachments  therein,"  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty -nine ;  and  he  shall  have  the  right  to 
lay  vessels  at  the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive 
wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided,  however,  that  this 
grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  flats  or  land 
of  this  Commonwealth,  lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of  auy 
other  person,  or  which  would  be  comprehended  by  the  true 
lines  of  such  flats  continued  to  the  said  commissioners'  line': 
and  provided,  also,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  be 
constructed  below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on  piles, 
which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet 
in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse 
direction,  and  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  impair  the  legal 
rights  of  any  person.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
28,  1855.] 


Provided,  also. 


Chap.  256     An  Act  in  amendment  of  "  An  Act  concerning  Public  Schools,"  passed 
March  twenty-fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  In  determining  the  qualifications  of  scholars  to 
be  admitted  into  any  public  school  or  any  district  school  in  this 
Commonwealth,  no  distinction  shall  be  made  on  account  of  the 
race,  color  or  religious  opinions,  of  the  applicant  or  scholar. 


Admission    of 
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Sect,  2.     Any  child  who,  on  account  of  his  race,  color  or  camag<>s  for  ex- 

.'  '  '  elusion,  In  certain 

religious  opinions,  shall  be  excluded  from  any  public  or  dis-  •^a'*'- 
trict  school  in  this  Commonwealth,  for  admission  to  which  he 
may  be  otherwise  qualified,  shall  recover  damages  therefor 
in  an  action  of  tort,  to  be  brought  in  the  name  of  said  child  by 
his  guardian  or  next  friend,  in  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction to  try  the  same,  against  the  city  or  town  by  which 
such  school  is  supported. 

Sect.  3.     In  filing  interrogatories  for  discovery  in  any  f^^°^}^  *^n"™be 
such   action,  the  plaintiff  may  examine  any  number  of  the  examined. 
school  committee,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  defendant  city  or 
town,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  were  a  party  to  the  suit. 

Sect.  4.     Every  person  belonging  to  the  school  commit-  ^i^X^to^be^fn 
tee,  under  whose  rules  or  directions  any  child  shall  be  ex-  ""T'tinir. 
eluded  from   such  school,  and   every   teacher    of  any  such 
school,  shall,  on  application  by  the  parent  or  guardian  of 
any  such  child,  state  in  writing  the  grounds  and  reasons  of 
such  exclusion. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  September  next.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  28,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  Burials  and  Burying  Grounds.  Chap.  257 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Each  city  and  town  in  the  Commonwealth  shall  ^e'^^ituiX^"" 
provide  one  or  more  suitable  places  for  a  burial  ground, 
within  which  the  bodies  of  persons  dying  within  their  res- 
pective limits  may  be  interred. 

Sect.  2.     No  land  other  than  that  now  used  or  appropri-  ^i^f*g'"="°"  ""  **" 
ated  in  any  city  in  this  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of  a 
burial  ground  shall  be  used  by  any  person  or  persons  for  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  unless  permission  is  granted  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  such  city. 

Sect.  3.     No  land  other  than  that  now  used  or  appropri-  same  as  to  towns 
ated  in  any  town  in  this  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of 
a  burial  ground  shall  be  used  by  any  person  or  persons  for 
the  burial  of  the  dead,  unless  permission  is  granted  by  the 
town. 

Sect.  4.     For  every  interment  made  in  violation  of  sec- Forfcu  for  viola- 
tions two  and  three  of  this  bill,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
land  so  used  shall  forfeit  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  indict- 
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ment  for  the  use  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  interment 
is  made  ;  but  this  section  shall  be  of  no  effect  until  such  cit)'- 
or  town  shall  have  complied  with  the  sixth  section  of  this 
act. 
Board  of  health      Sect.  5.      Boards  of  health  in  any  town  or  city  in  this 
aities  tor  vioiat-  Commonwealtli  shall  have  the  power  to  establish  such  pen- 
etc.  alties  tor  the  violation  oi  any  regulations  lor  the  interment 

of  the  dead,  and  respecting  burying  grounds  made  by  said 
boards  under  authority  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  twenty- 
first  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  they  may  think 
proper.  And  the  board  of  health  of  any  city  or  town  is 
hereby  authorized  to  forbid  the  use  of  tombs  by  undertakers 
as  places  of  deposit  for  bodies  committed  to  them  for  burial, 
Proviso.  for  the  purpose  of  speculation :  provided,  hoivever,  that  no 

one  penalty  for  any  one  violation  shall  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Notice  of  peiiai-      Sect.  6.     Thc  samc  notice  shall  be  given  of  any  penal- 
ties e<!tabiished  to.  ii-it  t  ^        •  f     i        P  • 

be  put.ushe.1.  ties  established  under  authority  oi  the  loregoing  section  as 
is  prescribed  for  giving  notice  of  the  r3gulations  for  the 
^'ntennent  of  the  dead  anu  respecting  burial  grounds  in  the 
eighth  section  of  the  twenty-first  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  ;  and  such  notice  of  such  penalties  shall  be  deemed 
legal  notice  to  all  persons. 

Appeal   allowed      Sect.  7.     Whenever  the  board  of  health  in  any  town  or 

board  of  health,  city  of  this  Commonwealtli  shall  order  any  burial  ground, 
tomb  or  tombs,  or  cemetery,  to  be  closed  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  established,  approved  or  used,  and  forbid  the  same 
to  be  thereafter  used  for  the  purpose  of  interment,  any  per- 
son or  persons  owning  any  tomb  or  tombs  therein,  agfjrieved 
or  injured  by  such  order,  may  appeal  from  the  decision  or 
action  of  the  said  board  of  health — notice  of  such  appeal 
to  be  given  to  the  said  board  of  health  fourteen  days  pre- 
vious to  the  entry  of  the  appeal  in  court;  and  said  appeal 
must  be  entered,  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the 
publishment  of  the  order  of  said  board  of  health,  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  which  may  be  holden  in  the  county 
in  which  such  burial  ground,  tomb  or  tombs,  or  cemetery. 

Proviso.  niay  be  situated :  provided,  that  the  order  of  said  board  of 

health  shall  be  obeyed  until  a  legal  decision  on  such  appeal 

Trial  of  appeal,  shall  bc  Obtained.  Said  appeal  shall  be  tried  in  regular 
course  and  before  a  jury  of  said  court;  and  in  case  the  jury 
shall  find  that  any  of  the  tombs  so  closed  in  said  burial 
ground  or  cemetery  were  not  a  nuisance  and  were  not  inju- 
rious to  the  public  health  at  the  time  said  tombs,  burial 
ground  or  cemetery,  were  so  closed,  then  the  judgment  of 
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the  court  shall  be  given  to  rescind  the  order  of  the  board 
of  health  so  far  as  it  covers  or  relates  to  the  tomb  or  tombs, 
cemeteries  or  burial  grounds,  which  were  found  not  to  be  a 
nuisance  or  injurious  to  public  health ;  and  the  costs  of  such 
appeal  shall  in  such  cases  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
town  or  city  in  which  such  tomb  or  tombs,  burial  grounds  or 
cemetery,  lie,  and  execution  therefor  shall  issue  in  favor  of 
the  appellant  or  appellants.  But  if  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
shall  sustain  the  order  of  the  board  of  health,  then  an  exe- 
cution shall  issue  for  double  costs  against  the  appellant  or 
appellants,  in  favor  of  said  board  of  health,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  such  town  or  city. 

Sect.  8.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  wrongfully  Pcnaity^for^tres- 
deface  or  injure  any  public  or  private  burial  ground,  or  any  "^iniai  ground, 
walls,  fences,  monuments,  trees,  plants,  walks,  or  other  ap- 
purtenances thereto,  or  throw  any  rubbish  or  offensive  mat- 
ter into,  or  commit  any  nuisance  within  any  such  burial 
ground,  or  in  any  wise  desecrate  or  disfigure  the  same,  shall 
be  liable  for  every  such  trespass  to  a  penalty  of  not  less 
than  five,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  now  recovered, 
by  complaint  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  police  court, 
within  whose  jurisdiction  the  offence  may  have  been  com- 
mitted, or  by  indictment  before  any  court  competent  to  try 
the  same  ;  and  one-half  of  said  penalty  shall  go  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  other  half  to  the  county  in  which  the 
offence  may  have  been  committed ;  and  it  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary to  prove  the  title  to  the  land  in  order  to  sustain  the 
prosecution,  but  proof  of  use  and  occupancy  for  the  purposes 
of  a  burial  ground  shall  be  sufiicient. 

Sect.  9.     No  burial  ground,  tomb  or  cemetery,  shall  be  closing  of  buriai 

ErrouDQs  cic* 

closed  by  order  of  the  board  of  health  of  any  city  or  town 
for  a  longer  time  than  one  month,  except  after  notice  given 
to  at  least  one  owner  of  each  of  the  tombs  intended  to  be 
closed,  or,  in  case  of  burial  grounds  or  cemeteries,  to  three 
proprietors,  if  there  be  so  many,  of  the  time  and  place  of 
the  hearing  upon  the  question  of  closing  the  same;  and  such  j^o^«^°  *«  I'e  pub- 
notice  shall  also  be  published  in  two  newspapers  printed  in 
the  county,  if  there  be  so  many,  for  two  weeks  preceding 
said  hearing. 

Sect.  10.^     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  f^^'^l  ^o  take 
passage :  provided,  hoicever,  that  where  any  burial  ground,  Proviao. 
cemetery  or  tomb,  has  been  closed  by  the  order  of  any  board 
of  health  since  January  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
three,  the  appeal  may  be  claimed  as  herein  set  forth  any 
time  within  six  months  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act ; 

24 


678 


1855.— Chapters  258,  259. 


Time  for  comple- 
tion extended. 


but  nothmsj  in  the  foregoing  sections  of  this  act  shall  pre- 
vent the  inhabitants  of  any  town  in  this  Commonwealth  from 
using  or  erecting  a  tomb  upon  their  own  laud  for  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  their  own  family. 
Jeperfed^^"' ^°*'  ^^^'^'  ^^-  ^^1  ^cts  aud  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed.  [Appi^oved 
by  the  Governor,  April  30,  1855.] 

CIlCip.  /258  An  Act  concerning  the  Middleborough  and  Taunton  Railroad  Corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The  time  for  completing  the  Middleborough  and  Taunton 
Eailroad  is  hereby  extended  for  one  year  from  the  first  day 
of  September  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chap.  259  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company  to  widen  and  make 
solid  a  Bridge  between  Somerville  and  Charlestown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company  are  hereby 
authorized  to  I'ender  their  long  railroad  bridge  over  Miller's 
Eiver,  between  Charlestown  and  Somerville,  more  safe  and 
convenient,  by  widening  the  same  to  the  full  width  of  five 
rods,  from  its  western  terminus  in  Somerville  to  the  East- 
ern Railroad,  and  may  widen  the  same  and  locate  and  con- 
struct the  new  part  thereof  upon  and  over  the  several 
tracts  or  parcels  of  land  hereinafter  specified,  which  they 
may  take  and  hold  for  the  above  purposes,  viz. :  A  cer- 
tain tract  or  parcel  of  flats,  ten  rods  in  width,  situate 
on  the  north  side  of  their  said  railroad  bridge,  parallel 
and  adjacent  to  the  northerly  line  of  said  company's  pres- 
ent location,  extending  easterly  through  flats  of  the  heirs  of 
Joy  and  others,  from  the  line  of  the  estate  of  the  McLean 
Asylum,  to  the  westerly  line  of  the  Eastern  Railroad. 
Also  a  certain  tract  of  flats,  twenty-two  and  a  half  feet 
in  width,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  said  company's  rail- 
road bridge  aforesaid,  parallel  and  adjacent  to  the  southerly 
line  of  said  company's  present  location,  extending  through 
flats  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  from  the  westerly  end  of  said 
railroad  bridge,  to  the  line  of  the  heirs  of  the  Joy  estate. 
Also  a  certain  othei*  tract  or  parcel  of  flats,  thirty-two 
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and  one-half  feet  in  width,  situate  on  the  south  side  of 
said  company's  railroad  bridge  aforesaid,  parallel  to  and 
adjacent  to  the  northerly  line  of  the  present  location  of  said 
company,  extending  through  flats  of  the  heirs  of  Joy  and 
others,  from  the  westerly  line  of  the  heirs  of  Joy  estate,  to 
the  westerly  line  of  the  Eastern  Railroad. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  are  hereby  authorized  to  fill  up  Bridge  made  soiid 
and  made  solid  their  bridge  thus  widened,  from  the  western 
terminus  thereof  to  the  western  line  of  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road— leaving,  however,  in  addition  to  a  passage-way  of  at 
least  two  hundred  feet  wide  between  the  western  line  of 
said  eastern  railroad  and  the  Charlestown  shore,  a  passage- 
way in  the  channel  of  Miller's  River  where  it  passes  under 
such  bridge,  at  least  twenty-four  feet  wide,  for  the  conven- 
ient passage  of  water  and  boats ;  and  said  company  shall  open 
a  trench  for  drainage,  at  least  six  feet  wide  and  four  feet 
deep,  parallel  to  and  near  their  northern  wall,  from  their 
western  terminus  to  the  Eastern  Railroad,  and  shall  erect 
substantial  stone  walls  on  each  side  of  said  bridge. 

Sect.  3.     Said  company  shall  place  their  main  passenger  Locationoftrack. 
track  near  the  centre  of  said  bridge,  and  no  part  of  said 
bridge  shall  exceed  five  rods  in  width. 

Sect.  4.  Said  company  shall,  with  respect  to  the  land  ^^si^t^,  Katies, 
hereby  authorized  to  be  taken  and  filled  up,  enjoy  all  the 
rights  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  lia- 
bilities and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of  the  thirty- 
ninth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to  railroad 
corporations,  and  in  all  general  statutes  that  have  been  or 
shall  be  passed  relating  to  railroad  corporations.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  May  '2,  1855.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Shawmut  Sugar  Refining  Company  to  increase     Chap.  260 
their  Capital  Stock. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

Sect.   1.      The  Shawmut  Sugar  Refining  Company  are  ^real^^d swoVooy 
hereby  authorized  to  increase  their  capital  stock  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1855.] 
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Chap.  261  An  Act  to  authorize  William  H.  Knowlton  to  build  a  Wharf  or  Wharves 

in  the  Town  of  Rockport. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcpi^esenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  William  H.  Knowlton  is  hereby  authorized  to 
build  and  maintain  a  wharf  or  wharves,  from  his  land,  on 
the  western  and  south-western  side  of  Rowe's  Cove,  in 
Rockport,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  towards  a  breakwater 
now  in  progress  and  designed  and  authorized  to  be  built 
from  land  of  Eames  Stimson  and  Company,  in  said  Rock- 
port,  which  breakwater  is  to  run  in  a  direct  line  to  Knowl- 
ton's  Ledge,  near  Knowlton's  Point,  in  said  Rockport ;  but 
said  wharf  or  wharves  shall  be  inclosed  with  regular  walls  of 
stone,  and  shall  not  approach  in  any  place  within  three 
hundred  feet  of  the  inner  side  of  the  base  and  contemplated 
base  of  said  breakwater,  which  base  is  to  be  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  in  width ;  and  the  said  Knowlton  is  authorized  to 
build,  at  low-water  mark  or  above  low-water  mark,  a  faced 
stone  wall  around  his  point  at  the  entrance  of  said  cove  or 
harbor,  but  said  wall  shall  not  be  carried  at  any  place 
beyond  low-water  mark,  and  the  said  Knowlton  shall  not 
deposit  or  allow  to  be  deposited  any  loose  stones  in  any 
part  of  the  harbor  to  be  formed  by  said  breakwater. 

Sect.  2.  Said  Knowlton  may  lay  vessels  at  his  said 
wharf  or  wharves,  or  landings,  and  receive  wharfage  and 
dockage  and  discharge  therefrom. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  in  no  case  affect  the  legal  rights 
of  any  person  or  corporation  whatever.  {^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 
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Ch(tp.  262     An  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  District  for  the  Village  of  Shelburne  Falls. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Shelburne 
Falls,  situate  in  the  towns  of  Buckland  and  Shelburne,  in 
the  county  of  Franklin,  including  so  much  of  the  territory  of 
the  town  of  Buckland  as  lies  within  the  present  limits  of 
school  district  number  three,  and  so  much  of  the  territory  of 
Shelburne  as  lies  within  the  present  limits  of  school  district 
number  nine,  resident  in  said  territory,  and  qualified  to  vote 
in  town  afiairs  in  their  respective  towns,  at  a  meeting  there- 
of held  for  that  purpose,  and  called  as  hereinafter  provided, 
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may  establish  a  fire  department  for  said  territory  or  dis- 
trict, the  officers  of  which  shall  have  charge  of,  and  be 
responsible  for,  all  the  engines  and  apparatus  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  fires  within  said  district,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  firewards  and  enginemen  of  towns  now  are. 

Sect.  2.     The  inhabitants  of  said  district,   ciualificd  as  oncers  to  be cho- 

,      .       ,.  .  Ill  1  •  /•      1  ^®"  ^"^  sworn. 

aforesaid,  at  their  first  meeting  called  and  notihed  as  here- 
inafter provided,  shall  choose  a  clerk,  prudential  committee, 
assessors,  treasurer,  collector,  a  chief  engineer,  and  assistant 
engineers,  all  of  which  shall  be  sworn  in  due  form  of  law  to 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
and  the  assessors  shall  take  the  oath  required  to  be  taken  ^^^th  of  assessors, 
by  the  assessors  of  towns,  which  oaths  shall  be  administered 
by  the  moderator  of  the  meeting  of  said  district,  or  by  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  same  shall  be  duly  recorded ; 
all  the  above  named  officers  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified 
in  their  stead. 

Sect.  3.     The  first  meeting  of  said  district  shall  be  called  first  meeting, 

how  cfllltQ* 

by  Carver  Hotchkiss,  William  Sherwin,  William  T.  Clement, 
Jarvis  B.  Bardwell  and  Newell  Snow,  by  publishing  a  notice 
thereof  in  the  American  Republic,  a  newspaper  published  at 
Greenfield,  in  said  county  of  Franklin,  and  posting  up  two 
notifications  thereof  at  two  public  places  within  said  district, 
said  notice  to  be  published  and  said  notifications  to  be  posted 
up  at  least  seven  days  before  the  day  appointed  for  said 
meeting,  and  to  set  forth  the  time,  place  and  purposes  of 
the  meeting. 

Sect.  4.     All  subsequent  meetings  shall  be  called  accord-  subsequent  meet- 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  "  An  Act  establishing  Fire  Depart- 
ments and  Fire  Districts,"  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
two. 

Sect.  5.  The  assessors  chosen  as  aforesaid  shall  assess  ^^«||™ent of 
and  apportion  all  and  singular  such  sums  of  money  voted  to 
be  raised  by  said  district  for  the  maintenance  of  said  fire 
department,  upon  all  the  polls  and  estates  within  said  dis- 
trict, and  in  making  such  assessments  shall  observe  and  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  law  obligatory  upon  assessors  of 
towns;  and  they  shall  have  all  the  power  and  authority 
conferred  upon  town  assessors.  The  list  of  taxes  made  by 
the  assessors  as  aforesaid  shall  be  committed  to  the  collec- 
tor of  said  district,  with  a  warrant  of  distress  in  due  form 
of  law,  for  collecting  the  same;  and  the  said  collector  shall ^^^ty^^-^^^i"*"- 
observe  all  the  rules  and  regulations,  and  have  all  the  au- 
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thority  conferred  by  law  upon  collectors  of  taxes  for  towns, 
and  said  collector  shall  pay  over  all  moneys  so  collected  to 
the  treasurer,  who  shall  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  prudential  committee. 
Former  acts  bind-      Sect.  6.     All  thc  provisious  of  thc  act  referred  to  in  sec- 

jjjrr     etc  ■*■ 

tion  four  of  this  act,  and  all  the  provisions  of  any  and  every 
act  passed  subsequent  to  the  said  general  act,  and  relating 
to  the  same  subject,  not  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing 
provisions,  shall  be  binding  upon  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Powers,  etc., of   district :  and  the  chief  engineer  and  the  assistant  enuineers 

eugmeer.  ■,      i,  ,  '"  i  i         •  '  i  • 

shall  possess  the  same  power  and  authority  as  are  therein 
delegated,  and  they,  together  with  all  of  the  other  members 
of  said  fire  department,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  privi- 
leges and  immunities. 
Kxpmptfromthe      Sect.  7.     Thc  inhabitants  of  said  district,  so  long  as  they 

support  of  other     ,,,  ..  ^    .  „  ,  ',  .       „  , '' 

fire  departments,  shall  maintain  a  suEQcient  tire  department  therein  tor  the 
reasonable  protection  of  the  inhabitants  and  property  within 
said  limits  from  fire,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the 
respective  towns  to  which  they  belong,  for  the  maintenance 
and  siipport^of  other  fire  departments  in  said  towns. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appj'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chap.  263  An  Act  concerning'  the  Beverly  Steam  Manufacturing  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, i?i  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs : 

Name  changed.  Sect.  1.  The  name  of  the  Beverly  Steam  Manufacturing 
Company  is  hereby  changed  to  the  Beverly  Rubber  Compa- 

Cflpit«i  reduced  uv,  and  said  company  are  authorized  to  reduce  their  stock 

to  SlOO  000  r        J 

to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 'no  shares  shall  be 
issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on 
each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chap.  264  An  Act  to  amend  the  ninety-seventh  Chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
relating  to  the  Exemption  of  Personal  Property  of  the  Debtor  from  Levy 
on  Execution. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 
Tools,  etc.,  ex-      Sect.  1.     The  twenty-sccoud  sectioH  of  the  ninetv-sevecth 

empt   from   levy     ,  e-  ±^        -rt        •        -i    c^       i  •      ^  i  it 

on  execution,  chaptcr  01  the  Kcviscd  Statutes  is  hereby  so  amended  as  to 
exempt  from  levy  on  execution  the  tools  md  implements, 
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materials,  stock  and  fixtures  of  the  debtor,  necessary  for 
carrying  on  his  trade  or  business ,  also  the  books  iti  the 
library  of  a  family,  student,  or  professional  man,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  in  value. 

Sect.  2.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  Jeperied*^"^*  ^°*' 
act  are  hereby  repealed.     [Approved  by  the  Govei^nor,  May 
2,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  Bail  in  Criminal  Cases.  Chap.  265 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  twenty-second  section  of  the  one  hundred  P'-isonevs,  by 

,.  r>r>ii  f      1        -rt       •        -t    rt  •!  ■vvhom  let  to  bail. 

and  thirty-fifth  chapter  of  the  lievised  Statutes  is  hereby  so 
far  amended  that  no  person  committed  to  jail  without  an 
order  of  court  fixing  the  amount  of  the  recognizance  shall 
be  admitted  to  bail  until  reasonable  notice  of  his  applica- 
tion shall  have  been  given  to  the  officer  by  whom  he  was 
committed.  And  after  such  notice  has  been  given,  any  per- 
son committed  for  a  bailable  ofi'ence,  whether  on  a  warrant 
or  without  one,  may  be  admitted  to  bail  by  the  magistrates 
mentioned  in  said  section. 

Sect.  2.     Such  persons  as  are  committed  to  jail  on  the  ^^''^|°"*'^e^°f'J"s 
Lord's  day,  or  on  the  evening  or  afternoon  preceding,  may 
be  admitted  to  bail  on  the  Lord's  day,  when  in  the  opinion 
of  the  magistrate  an  application  on  that  day  shall  appear  to 
be  proper. 

Sect.  3.  This  act 'shall  take  efl"ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Charter  of  the  Lexinffton  and  West  Cambridge       Chap.  266 
Railroad  Corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  Lexington  and  West  Cambridge  Railroad  Corpora- charter  amended 
tion  may  enter  upon  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  in  the  city  of 
Cambridge,  and  use  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  law.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
2,  1855.] 
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Part  of  Dorches- 
ter annexed  to 
Quincy. 


Chap.  267    An  Act  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester  and  annex  it  to  the 

Town  of  Ciuincy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

So  mucli  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  with  the  inhabitants 
thereon,  as  lies  on  the  south-easterly  side  of  Neponset  River, 
near  to  and  at  the  place  called  ^quantum,  and  including  the 
estates  now  owned  or  occupied  by  George  B.  Billings,  Ed- 
mund Pope,  and  George  W.  Billings,  is  hereby  set  off  from 
said  Dorchester  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Quincy:  pro- 
Proviso.  vided,  however,  that  the  inhabitants  and  land  thus  set  off 

shall  be  holden  to  pay  all  taxes  heretofore  assessed  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed.  ^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chcip.  2k>o      An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  Obear  and  Richard  J.  Preston  to  extend 

their  Wliarf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Samuel  Obear  and  Richard  J.  Preston,  proprie- 
tors of  a  wharf  in  the  harbor  of  the  town  of  Beverly,  are 
hereby  authorized  to  extend  and  maintain  their  wharf  one 
hundred  feet  into  the  said  harbor,  (or  three  hundred  feet 
from  the  line  of  the  county  road,)  in  the  direction  of  the 
eastern  line  of  said  wharf,  and  not  Xo  exceed  sixty  feet  in 

Eights,  etc.  width,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  end  and 
sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive  dockage  and  wharfage  there- 

proviso.  for :  provided,  that  this  grant   shall  not  be   construed  to 

extend  to  any  flats  or  land  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth 
lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of  any  other  person,  or  which  would 
be  comprehended  by  the  true  lines  of  such  flats  continued: 

Provided,  also,  and  provided,  also,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  be 
constructed  below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on  piles, 
which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet 
in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse 
direction,  and  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  impair  the  legal 
ri.siiits  of  any  other  person.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  2,  1855.] 


Mav  extend 
wharf. 
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An  Act  to  establish  the  Milford  and  Woonsocket  Railroad  Company.       Chap.  269 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius  : 

Sect.  1.     Orison  Underwood,  Dwight  Colburn,  and  Sul-  corporators. 
livan  Ballou,  their  associates  and   successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Milford  and  Woon-  ^a™*- 
socket  Railroad  Company ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi-  et°7^"'  ^""^»' 
leges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restric- 
tions, set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  in  that  part  of  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  thereof 
relating  to  railroad  corporations,  and  to  all  general  laws 
which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be  passed  relative  to 
railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  and  em-  Location. 
powered  to  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad  with  one  or 
more  tracks  from  some  convenient  point  in  the  town  of  Mil- 
ford, or  from  some  point  on  the  Milford  Branch  Railroad  in 
said  Milford,  thence  through  the  southerly  part  of  said  Mil- 
ford, through  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of  Bellingham, 
to  some  point  on  the  Charles  River  Railroad  near  the  centre 
of  said  town  of  Belliugham,  and  to  enter  with  their  railroad 
by  proper  turnouts  and  switches  upon  the  said  Milford 
Branch  Railroad  and  the  said  Charles  River  Railroad  at  the 
several  points  aforesaid,  and  to  use  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  fh wes*^ 'of  Vioo 
exceed  five  hundred  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  ^»'^'^- 
the  number  of  which  shall  be  determined  from  time  to  time 
by  the  directors  of  said  corporation ;  and  the  said  corpora- 
tion may  purchase  and  hold  such  real  and  personal  estate  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  their  incorporation. 

Sect.  4.     No  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora-  undlrpw!  '^'"^"^ 
tion  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually 
paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall 
be  first  issued. 

Sect.  5.     If  the  location  of  the  said  railroad  be  not  filed  ^"hen'vSd!^*^'' 
within  two  years,  or  if  the  road  be  not  completed  with  at 
least  one  track  within  three  years,  from  the  passage  of  this 
act,  this  act  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  6.     The  said  corporation  are  hereby  authorized  to  May  lease  to,  or- 

i  ■'  unite  with,  other 

lease  their  railroad  to  the  Charles  River  Railroad  Company,  railroads. 
or  to  the  New  York  and  Boston  Railroad  Company,  if  said 
Charles  River  Railroad  Company  and  said  New  York  and 

25 


686  1855.— Chapter  270. 

Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  become  one  corporation,  or 
to  unite  themselves  with  the  said  Charles  River  Railroad 
Company,  or  with  the  said  New  York  and  Boston  Railroad 
Company,  if  said  Charles  River  Railroad  Company  and  said 
New  York  and  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  become  one 
corporation,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  when- 
ever a  majority  in  interest  in  each  of  such  corporations 
shall,  by  a  vote  at  meetings  called  for  the  purpose,  decide 
so  to  unite.  And  when  such  votes  shall  have  been  passed 
by  said  corporations,  they  shall  thereupon  become  one  cor- 
poration, under  such  name  as  after  such  union  shall  be 
adopted ;  and  all  the  franchises,  property,  powers  and  privi- 
leges now  enjoyed  by,  and  all  the  restrictions,  liabilities  and 
obligations  imposed  upon,  such  corporation  or  corporations 
by  their  respective  charters,  shall  appertain  to  such  united 
corporation  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been 
contained  in,  or  acquired  under,  an  original  charter. 
May  be  used  by        Sect.  7.     The  legislature  may  authorize  any  corporation 

otncr  roALis*  »/  x 

to  enter  with  another  railroad  upon  the  said  railroad  at  any 
point  thereof,  and  use  the  same  according  to  law. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Cyhap.  210  An  Act  m  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  City  of 

Lawrence." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

fngjultice!*'''"^"  Sect.  1.  The  standing  justice  of  the  police  court  of  the 
city  of  Lawrence  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  not  less 
than  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  which,  if  above 
that  sum,  shall  be  determined  not  oftener  than  once  in  each 
year,  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches  of  the  city 
council  of  said  city,  and  said  salary  shall  be  paid  to  him 
in  equal  quarterly  payments,  out  of  the  treasury  of  said 
city,  and  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  which  he  now 
is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  required  to  perform  as  said  jus- 

fu^\'ic^3!^  ^'^^'^'^^  ^^^®-  "^^^  special  justices  of  said  court  shall  receive  from 
said  treasury  three  dollars  per  day,  for  each  day's  ser- 
vice by  them  performed  in  said  court.  But  neither  the 
standing  justice,  nor  either  of  the  special  justices  of  said 
court,  shall  hereafter  have  authority  to  hear  complaints  or 
issue  warrants  in  criminal  cases  returnable  before  said 
court. 
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Sect.  2.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  shall  Appointment  of 
forthwith,  and  hereafter,  when  a  vacancy  shall  occur,  ap- 
point a  suitable  person  who,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 
shall  be  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  to  be  clerk  of  said  court,  who  shall  hold  his  ofl&ce 
three  years,  or  until  another  is  appointed  in  his  place,  un- 
less sooner  removed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said 
city ;  but  he  shall  hold  his  office  no  longer  than  he  contin- 
ues to  be  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence 
or  death  of  said  clerk,  the  standing  justice  may  appoint  a 
clerk  j9;'o  tempore,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  shall  cierk.protem. 
be  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and 
who  shall  be  paid  for  his  services  two  dollars  per  day,  to 
be  deducted  from  the  salary  of  the  standing  clerk.  The 
standing  justice  shall  be  responsible  for  the  official  acts  and 
doings  of  said  temporary  clerk,  who  shall  officiate  till  the 
standing  clerk  shall  resume  his  duties,  or  until  another 
clerk  shall  be  duly  appointed. 

Sect.  3.  The  clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  per- cierk  to  be swom 
formance  of  his  duties,  and  shall  give  a  bond  to  said  city  in 
such  sum  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  from  time  to 
time  order,  with  sureties  to  the  acceptance  of  the  city  treas- 
urer, with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  du- 
ties of  his  office. 

Sect.  4.     The  clerk  shall  attend  all  sessions  of  said  court,  to  keep  record  of 
whether  for  the  transaction  of  criminal  or  civil  business, 
and  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  said  court ; 
and  the  record  of  the  civil  and  criminal  business  shall  be 
kept  in  separate  books. 

Sect.  5.  The  clerk,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  re- Duties  of  cierk. 
ceive  and  hear  all  complaints,  and  issue  all  warrants  and 
processes  in  all  criminal  matters  which  come  before  said 
court,  and  shall  make  the  same  returnable  thereto.  The 
said  clerk  shall  tax  all  bills  of  costs,  receive  all  fines,  for- 
feitures and  fees  awarded  and  payable  in  said  court,  and  all 
fees  for  blanks  and  copies  in  civil  and  criminal  suits,  which  the 
judge  thereof  now  by  law  receives;  which  fines,  forfeitures 
and  fees,  together  with  the  fees  for  receiving  complaints  and 
issuing  warrants,  he  shall  account  for,  and  pay  over  to  the 
treasury  of  said  city  quarterly.  All  writs  and  processes, 
whether  civil  or  criminal,  issuing  from  said  court,  except 
the  complaints,  warrants  and  processes  in  criminal  matters, 
as  before  provided,  shall  be  under  the  seal  of  said  couit, 
signed  by  the  clerk,  and  shall  bear  test  of  the  standing  jus- 
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tice,  or  if  lie  is  a  party  thereto,  of  either  of  the  special 
justices  not  interested  in  the  matter. 

Same  subject.  Sect.  6.     The  clcrk  shall  also,  whenever  no  other  counsel 

shall  be  employed  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  exam- 
ine the  witnesses  in  criminal  prosecutions,  and  conduct  the 
cause  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  he  shall  receive, 
in  full  compensation  for  all  his  services  under  this  act,  as 
justice  of  the  peace  or  as  clerk,  except  for  such  copies  as 
he  is  not  required  by  law  to  make  out,  an  annual  salary  of 
not  less  than  eight  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  which  if 
above  that  sum,  shall  be  determined  by  the  city  council  of 
said  city,  and  be  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  city  treasury. 

Warrants,  etc.  Sect.  7.  The  Said  clcrk  as  justice  of  the  peace,  or  any 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Essex,  may  issue  a 
warrant  under  the  forty-ninth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes, returnable  before  said  court,  but  no  justice  of  the 
peace  within  the  city  of  Lawrence  shall  exercise  any  fur- 

cierkand special ther  jurisdictiou  than  to  issue  such  warrant:  the  said  clerk 

justice  not  to  act     iii.i  ^-t  i  t  i  ±j_ 

as  counsel.  shall  not  bc  retained  or  employed  as  counsel  or  attorney  in 
any  suit,  complaint,  petition,  or  other  proceeding  whatever, 
before  said  court,  except  as  above  provided,  nor  in  any  case 
which  shall  have  been  heard  or  tried  therein ;  and  neither 
of  the  special  justices  shall  be  retained  or  employed  as 
counsel,  or  attorney,  in  any  cause  which  shall  have  been 
heard  by  them  respectively. 

ti)°be  heid7  °"*°  Sect.  8.  The  said  court  shall  be  held  on  every  day  of 
the  week,  Sundays  excepted,  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the 
forenoon,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes,  offences  and  misde- 
meanors, and  twice  at  least  each  month,  at  ten  of  the  clock 
in  the  forenoon,  and  by  adjournment  as  much  oftener  as  may 
be  necessary,  for  the  entry  and  trial  of  civil  actions,  the 
hearing  of  motions  and  such  other  civil  business  as  may 
come  before  it. 

umited!"°°  "°*  Sect.  9.  The  jurisdiction  of  said  court  shall  not  be  lim- 
ited by  reason  of  any  interest  on  the  part  of  the  justices 
thereof,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  the  clerk,  in  the  payment  of 
fines  and  costs  imposed  by  said  court,  which  are  payable 
into  the  treasury  of  the  city  of  Lawrence,  or  of  the  county 
of  Essex. 

?epeaiea!®°*  *''*'  Sect.  10.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  indemnify  Officers  for  having  seized  and  destroyed  Intoxicating  Chap.  271 

Liquors. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Whenever  a  judgment  for  damages  lias  been  or  fle'^""commo"n- 
maybe  recovered  against  any  justice  of  the  peace,  justice  oi^^axihinctn&in 
any  police  court,  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  constable,  or  other 
magistrate  or  of&cer,  in  any  action  brought  against  him  on 
account  of  any  thing  heretofore  done  by  him  in  good  faith, 
in  his  official  capacity,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirit- 
uous and  Intoxicating  Liquors,"  passed  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  he  shall  receive  the  amount  of  dam- 
ages and  costs  so  recovered  against  him  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth:  provided,  the  judge  or  justice  before  ^"■oviso. 
whom  the  case  may  be  tried  shall  certify,  under  his  hand, 
that  the  said  judgment  was  recovered  against  said  magis- 
trate or  officer  on  account  of  some  act  done  by  him  in  good 
faith,  in  his  official  capacity,  under  the  statute  aforesaid. 

Sect.  2.  And  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  ^*'"*' *"**'j'=''*- 
also  pay  to  any  such  magistrate  or  officer,  against  whom 
judgment  may  be  recovered  as  aforesaid,  such  further  sum  as 
the  judge  or  justice  who  may  try  the  case,  shall,  in  his  said 
certificate,  certify  has  been  fairly  and  reasonably  expended 
by  said  magistrate  or  officer  in  carrying  on  the  defence  of 
any  such  suit. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever  any  such  magistrate  or  officer,  who,  ^ay  peuuonf4tc. 
having  rendered  himself  liable  in  his  official  capacity  as 
aforesaid,  or  any  person  acting  in  their  behalf,  or  in  behalf 
of  either  of  them,  shall  have  settled  and  paid  the  same,  pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  this  act,  such  magistrate  or  officer, 
or  other  person,  as  aforesaid,  may  petition  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  within  and  for  the  county  in  which  he  may  reside, 
for  an  allowance  of  the  amount  so  paid ;  and  if  it  shall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  court  that  it  was 
a  proper  case  to  be  settled,  then  the  justice  of  said  court 
shall  certify  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  such 
amount  as  he  shall  deem  just  and  proper  for. such  magistrate 
or  officer,  or  other  person,  as  aforesaid,  to  receive ;  and  the  pay^o"n"eceiv- 
treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  receiving  said  certifi-  'j'/court'.''^*^**® 
cate,  shall  pay  the  amount  therein  allowed  to  the  magistrate 
or  officer,  or  other  person,  as  aforesaid,  in  whose  favor  the 
same  is  made.     \_Approved  hy  the  Governor ,  May  2,  1855.] 
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May  build  fish- 
way. 


Penalty  for  ob- 
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Chap.  QTi^  An  Act  to  protect  the  Fisheries  in  the  Town  of  Chilmark. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Abncr  Majliew,  George  Mayhew,  and  their  as- 
sociates, are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  build  and 
maintain  a  good  and  suitable  fishwaj,  both  for  ingress  and 
egress,  through  the  creek  leading  to  Squipnocket  Pond,  so 
called,  in  the  town  of  Chilmark  in  the  county  of  Dukes,  dur- 
ing the  usual  season  for  the  passage  of  fish  through  said 
creel^ 

S^CT.  2.  Any  person  causing  obstruction  to  the  passage 
of  fish  through  said  creek  named  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars  for  each 
and  every  day  such  obstructions  shall  wilfully  be  allowed  to 
remain  during  the  season  named  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same, 
for  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chap.  273    An  Act  to  authorize  Ebenezer  Johnson  and  William  H.  Mann  to  extend 

their  Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 

the  same,  as  follows  : 

Ebenezer  Johnson  and  William  H.  Mann  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  extend  and  maintain  their 
wharf  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  direction  in  which  it 
now  runs,  to  the  line  established  by  "An  Act  concerning 
the  Harbor  of  Boston,"  passed  the  sixth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the  sides  and  end  of  said 
wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  therefor :  provided, 
that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  shall  extend  beyond  low- water 
mark  shall  be  built  on  piles,  and  that  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  not  interfere  with  the  private  rights  of  any  person 
or  persons  whatever.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2, 
1855.] 
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An  Act  empowering  the  Inhabitants  of  Villages  to  establish  Watch  Dis-  Chap.  274 
tricts  within  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  inhabitants  of  a  village  of  any  town  in  the  t\Kw«chdu- 
Commonwealth,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  at  a  meeting  ^"''*^' 
thereof,  held  for  that  purpose,  may  establish  a  watch  dis- 
trict, the  object  of  which  shall  be  the  protection  of  property 
against  fire,  thieves  and  robbers,  and  also  to  keep  the  streets 
quiet  in   the  night  time,  the    ofiicers  of  which  shall   have 
charge  of  and  be  responsible  for  the  watchman  and  appara- 
tus which  shall  be  employed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  pro-'^'"^"'^°- 
vided,  that  no  district  containing  less  than  one  thousand 
persons  shall  have  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  2.  The  selectmen  of  any  town,  upon  the  applica- fj^]f<=^'^en^t^°jo; 
tion,  in  writing,  of  not  less  than  seven  freeholders,  inhabi-  ^"ifi?,'g'^e^c.°" '" 
tants  of  any  district  of  such  town,  the  limits  of  which  shall  be 
defined  in  such  application  and  shall  contain  not  less  than  one 
thousand  persons,  requiring  them  to  notify  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  district,  duly  qualified  to  vote  in  town 
affairs,  for  considering  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  suf- 
ficient watch  for  and  within  the  said  district,  shall,  without 
delay,  give  notice  to  such  inhabitants,  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  notice  of  town  meetings  is  given,  to  assemble  at 
some  suitable  place  within  the  district  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, the  substance  of  which  shall  be  expresserl  in  the  noti- 
fication; and  at  such  meeting  the  selectmen  shall  preside. 
If  the  selectmen  refuse  or  neglect  to  summon  such  meeting,  Jusfioe  may  can 

.  "  .  ,  .    1  .       meetinpr  If  select- 

any  justice  of  the  peace,  m  the  county  in  which  such  town  is,  men  refuse. 

may  call  the  same.  If  none  of  the  selectmen  are  present  at 
the  said  meeting,  a  moderator  may  be  chosen  to  preside 
over  it,  who  shall  have  and  exercise  the  same  power  that 
the  moderator  of  a  town  meeting  has.  * 

Sect.  3.  The  inhabitants  of  any  village  which  may  be  so  ^™en^'{,nf/j;e  is 
situated  as  to  be  not  wholly  in  one  town,  but  may  belong  to  tlorT\t^^u^°°'' 
two  or  more  towns,  may  form  themselves  into  a  watch  dis- 
trict, for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  by  making  application  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  in  which  either  of  the  towns  is  situated,  who  shall 
give  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  village  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  section  second :  provided,  such  application  be 
made  by  not  less  than  ten  legal  voters,  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  five  of  whom  shall  be  from  each  of  the  towns  in 
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wliicli  sucli  district  is  situated,  and  at  any  meeting  so  called, 
a  moderator  shall  be  chosen  to  preside. 

Sect.  4.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  at  a  meeting 
held  as  above  provided,  except  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
duly  qualified  as  aforesaid.  They  shall  choose  a  clerk,  who 
shall  make  oath  to  keep  a  true  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  same,  and  all  other  meetings,  and  to  perform  all  the 
other  duties  of  clerk  of  such  watch  district,  so  long  as  he 
shall  hold  the  office.  The  clerk  so  chosen  may  be  removed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  or  may  resign,  and  another 
may  be  chosen  in  his  place;  and  the  same  may  be  done  in 
case  of  his  decease  or  incompetency. 

Sect.  5.  The  inhabitants  of  such  village,  at  a  meeting 
held  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  may  vote  to  establish  a  watch 
district  within  the  same,  the  officers  for  which  shall  consist 
of  a  prudential  committee,  of  not  less  than  three,  nor  more 
than  five  persons. 

Sect.  6.  The  prudential  committee  of  any  watch  district 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  meeting  called  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  any  other 
meeting  called  by  the  clerk  for  that  purpose ;  and  shall  be 
under  oath  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  of  such  offices 
respectively. 

Sect.  7.  Meetings  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  watch  dis- 
trict, after  the  first  meeting,  shall  be  called  by  the  clerk  of 
such  district  whenever  he  is  requested  in  writing  to  do  so 
by  the  prudential  committee  or  by  seven  legal  voters  of  the 
district ;  and  he  shall  give  notice  thereof  by  posting  written 
or  printed  notifications  of  such  meeting  in  at  least  six  public 
places  in  the  district  not  less  than  seven  days  prior  to  the 
meeting,  which  notification  shall  contain  a  brief  statement 
of  the  purposes  of  the  meeting.  At  all  such  meetings  a 
moderator  shall  be  chosen  to  preside,  who  shall  have  the 
same  power  to  keep  order  as  the  moderator  of  a  town  meet- 
ing has.  The  clerk  shall  preside,  with  like  power,  until  a 
moderator  is  chosen. 

Sect.  8.  The  inhabitants  of  any  watch  district  constituted 
as  aforesaid  may,  at  a  meeting  called  for  said  purpose  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  raise  money  for  the  payment  of  watchmen 
and  for  any  apparatus  or  necessary  expense  which  may  be 
m'ittlc"*to  have  rcquircd  to  carry  out  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  the  pru- 
charge  of  funds,  (Jeutial  committec  shall  have  the  care,  custody  and  manage- 
ment of  the  moneys  so  raised,  and  shall  expend  the  same  for 
the  purpose  provided  by  the  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
watch  district  by  whom  it  was  raised,  and  not  otherwise ; 
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and  such  committee  shall  be  accountable  to  the  said  inhab- 
itants for  all  moneys  so  intrusted  to  them,  who  shall  have 
power  to  maintain  any  suit  therefor  in  their  aggregate  ca- 
pacity of  inhabitants  of  the  said  district. 

Sect.  9.     The  prudential  committee  of  any  watch  district  Annual  meetings 

,     -,    .  .      .       ^  111  •    .         1  •  n  for  choice  of  oflS- 

shall  issue  their  warrants  to  the  clerk,  requiring  him  to  call  cer3,etc. 
a  meeting  annually  in  the  month  of  March,  each  succeeding 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  their  officers ;  and  in  case 
of  refusal  or  neglect  to  call  and  to  hold  such  meeting  as 
aforesaid,  the  officers  of  said  watch  district  shall  be  author- 
ized and  required  to  perform  the  duties  heretofore  proTided 
until  others  are  chosen. 

Sect.  10.     The  clerk  of  each  watch  district  constituted  cierk  shaii  cer- 

tify  to  assessors 

under  this  act,  shall  certify  to  the  assessors  of  the  town  all  *afs° d°etc°  "* 
sums  of  money  that  shall  be  voted  to  be  raised,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  such  district,  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  which  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  town  in  the  same  manner  that  the  town  taxes 
are  assessed  and  collected,  and  shall  be  paid  over  by  the 
collector  of  the  town  to  the  town  treasurer,  who  shall  hold 
the  same,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  prudential  committee 
of  the  watch  district.  The  assessors,  treasurer  and  collector 
of  any  town  in  which  a  watch  district  shall  be  organized 
under  this  act  shall  have  the  same  power  and  perform  the 
same  duties,  in  reference  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
said  taxes,  as  they  have  in  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
town  taxes,  and  make  abatements  in  the  same  manner :  pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  that  the  sum  so  voted  shall  be  assessed 
upon  the  property  located  within  such  district,  both  real 
and  personal. 

Sect.  11.     Whenever  a  watch  district  is  situated  in  two  Duty  of  assessors 

in  when   dustnct   is 

or  more  towns,  the  assessors   of  each  oi  the  towns  shall  situated  m  two  or 

1  1       1         /»  .1  />  11      more  towns. 

transmit  to  the  clerk  of  such  district  the  amount  oi  taxable 
property  in  such  part  of  their  respective  towns  as  may  be  en- 
closed in  such  watch  district;  the  prudential  committee  shall 
thereupon  apportion  the  sums  of  money  voted  to  be  raised 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  to  the  towns  respectively, 
according  to  the  returns  thus  transmitted,  and  such  money 
shall  be  collected  and  held  in  the  manner  provided  in  sec- 
tion ten. 

Sect.  12.  The  inhabitants  adjoining  any  watch  district 
may  be  annexed  thereto  in  the  following  manner,  viz. :  a 
petition  shall  be  presented  to  such  district  for  annexation, 
describing  the  territory  to  be  annexed,  and  subscribed  by  a 
majority  of  the  freeholders  therein.     The  clerk  of  such 

26 
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watch  district  shall  then  proceed  to  give  due  notice  of  the 
addition  above  referred  to,  at  their  next  annual  meeting, 
when  such  object  may  be  consummated  by  their  concurrence. 
Sect.  13.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  hy^he  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chap.  21o      An  Act  to  establish  an  additional  District  for  the  administration  of  the 

Criminal  Law. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Fr^^kikiOTuntfes  Sect.  1.  For  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  in 
Nonhw^s'ternto-  tliis  Commonwcalth,  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Franklin 
*"'^**  shall  constitute  a  separate  district,  which  shall  beihe  North- 

Western  District, 
pistrict-attorney,      Sect.  2.     The  govemor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 

how  appointed.  -i        i      n  •  •       i  i 

the  council,  shall  appomt  some  suitable  person  who  shall 
reside  within  the  district,  who  shall  perform  the  like  duties 
therein  as  are  required  by  law  to  be  performed  by  the  other 
district-attorneys  in  their  respective  districts,  and  whose 
tenure  of  office  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  other  district- 
attorneys. 
nt^%of  North-      Sect.  3.     Thc  district-attomcy  for  the  north-western  dis- 
western  district,  trict  shall  rcccivc  an  annual  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars  : 
Salary  of  attor-  and  thc  district-attomcy  for  the  western  district  shall  re- 
district,  $1,200.    ceive  an  annual  salary  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  instead  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  which  he  has  heretofore  received  ;  said 
sums  to  be  paid  to  the  said  district-attorneys  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  equal  quarterly  payments, 
in  fall  for  all  services  rendered  by  them, 
repeaielf ^°'  ^'^^^      Sect.  4.     All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chap.  276  An  Act  in  relation  to  Persons  committed  to  Prison  on  Warrants  of  Distress. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the.  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

cena1n*^i°omm°t'-       Sect.  1.     Whcu  any  pcrson  who  is  committed  to  prison 

menta.  qu  a  Warrant  of  distress  in  favor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 

shall  represent  to  the  jailer  that  he  is  unable  to  pay  the 

debt  for  which  he  is  imprisoned,  and  is  desirous  to  take  the 

benefit  of  the  law  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors,  the  jailer 
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shall  make  known  the  same  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county. 

Sect.  2.     The  iustice  shall  thereupon  appoint  a  time  and  Justice  shaii  give 

notice  to  district- 

place  for  the  examination  of  the  debtor,  and  shall  give  notice  attorney, 
to  the  district-attorney  for  that  district,  by  a  citation  under 
his  hand,  which  citation  shall  be  served  and  returned  by  any 
officer  who  is  qualified  to  serve  any  civil  process  between 
the  same  parties. 

Sect.  3.      The  citation  shall  be  served  on  the  district- f.«^'«e  of  cita- 
attorney  by  giving  him  an  attested  copy  of  the  same  in  hand, 
or  leaving  the  same  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  thirty  days 
at  least,  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  examination. 

Sect.  4.     The  examination  shall  be  had  before  any  two  Examinatioti. 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  one  of  which  shall  be  of 
the  quorum  and  disinterested,  and  not  related  to  the  debtor. 

Sect.  5.  AVhen  the  place  appointed  for  the  examination  Attorney  may  ap- 
of  said  debtor  shall  be  out  of  the  city  or  town  where  the  certain  cases.' 
district-attorney  shall  reside,  or  said  attorney  shall  from  any 
cause  be  unable  to  attend  the  examination  of  said  debtor, 
he  may  appoint  such  counsel  as  he  may  think  proper  in  his 
stead,  and  for  such  attendance,  either  by  himself  or  by  coun- 
sel by  him  appointed,  such  allowance  shall  be  made  by  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  said  county  as  it  shall  deem 
proper,  and  all  the  proceedings  to  be  had  shall  conform  as 
nearly  as  may  be  to  the  provisions  of  law  in  the  case  of 
poor  debtors. 

Sect.  6.     The  justices  and  the  officer  shall  receive  such  J^ees. 
fees  as  are  allowed  in  the  ninety-eighth  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors.     [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  John  Jenkins  and  others  to  erect  a  Dam  across         Chap.  277 
Mill  Creek. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     John  Jenkins,  Thomas  Swift,  John  Hatch,  Jr.,  ^,«J?fc_og,|^J}l 
Obed  Goodspeed,  Oliver  C.  Swift,  Henry  C.  Bunker,  Thomas  ^outii. 
L.  Swift,  George  W.  Swift,  and  Erasmus  Gould,  owners  of 
land  adjoining  Mill  Pond  and  Mill  Pond  Creek,  in  the  town 
of  Falmouth,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  build  and  maintain  a  dam,  with  proper 
gates,  outlets  and  sluiceways,  from  a  point  on  the  westerly  Boundaries. 
side  of  said  Mill  Pond  Creek,  near  the  county  road  and 
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bridge,  thence  running  easterly  across   said  creek  to  the 
easterly  side  thereof,  so  as  eflfectually  to  exclude  the  tide- 
water from  ingress  or  egress  to  or  from  said  pond,  except 
through  their  gates,  outlets  and  sluiceways. 
Damages  hoTT        Sect.  2.     Said  Johu  Jeukius  and  associates  above  named, 

ascertained  and  n     n  i 

settled.  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  pay  all  damages  that  may  arise 

to  the  owners  of  any  laud  in  consequence  of  the  making  of 
said  dam  and  raceways,  and  for  any  other  damage  done  under 
this  act.  The  said  damages  to  be  ascertained  and  settled 
in  the  same  manner  as  damages  for  flowage  are  by  law  ascer- 
tained and  settled.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,, 
1855.] 

Chcip.  278         An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Worcester  South  Agricultural  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Lutlicr  Hamaut,  Oliver  C.  Felton,  Marvin  Che- 

ney, their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 

Name.  poratiou  by  the  name  of  the  Worcester  South  Agricultural 

Society,  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  the  me- 
chanic arts  by  premiums  and  other  means,  in  the  town  of 

Powers,  privi-     Sturbridgc,  in  the  county  of  Worcester :  with  all  the  pow- 

leces  etc.  o/  */      ^  *  ^  ^  l 

ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the   duties,  liabilities 

and  restrictions,  of  other  agricultural  societies  established 

Members.  iu  this  Commonwcalth ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 

admit  members  from  the  towns  of  Sturbridge,  Southbridge, 

Dudley,  Webster,  Oxford,    Charlton,    Spencer,  Brookfield, 

North  Brookfield,  West  Brookfield,  Warren,  in  the  county 

of  Worcester,  and  Brimfield  and  Holland  in  the  county  of 

May  hold  real  and  Hampden;   and  said  corporation  may  hold  and  manage  real 

UVJ „^?°®®''i°s    estate  not  exceeding  in  value  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and 

$15,000  each.  "  r  ^ 

personal  estate  not  exceeding  the  same  sum  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  society  shall  be  entitled,  on  the  same 
terms  as  other  incorporated  agricultural  societies,  to  receive 
annually  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  such 
sum  as  any  other  agricultural  society  may  receive  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  forty-two  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
notwithstanding  the  restrictions  of  section  seven  of  that 
chapter.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 
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An  Act  authorizingf  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  to  permit     Chap.  279 
Seines  to  be  used  in  certain  Ponds.  "' 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Falmouth,  in  the  selectmen   may 

1  f>   ■!->  ill  1     j^i      •  11  permit  seine  flsh- 

coiinty  of  Barnstable,  and  their  successors,  are  hereby  au-  ing  m    certain 
thorized  to  permit  seines  to  be  used  at  their  discretion  ^°" 
(said  permits  to  be  given  in  writing)  between  the  first  day  of 
December  and  the  following  first  day  of  April  in  each  year 
in  the  following  ponds,  viz. :   "  Bowman's  Pond,"  "  Little 
Pond,"  and  "Perch  Pond." 

Sect.  2,  Any  person  or  persons  detected  in  using  or  Fme jor ^ssMng 
shooting  any  seine  or  seines  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish 
in  any  of  the  ponds  named  in  the  foregoing  section,  without 
permission  of  the  selectmen  as  provided  in  said  section, 
shall  be  subject  to  fine  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  to  b»  re- now  recovered, 
covered  before  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same,  one- 
half  of  said  fine  to  acrue  to  the  use  of  the  town,  the  other 
half  to  the  person  complaining. 

Sect.  3.     The  selectmen  aforesaid  shall  determine,  so  far  Disposal  of  flsh 

determined  by  se- 

as  shall  appear  to  them  advisable,  in  what  manner  any  fish  lectmen. 
taken  from  said  ponds,  by  their  permission,  shall  be  disposed 
of  so  as  to  secure  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Fal- 
mouth a  supply  of  fish  so  taken. 

Sect.  4.     All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith  Repealed!®"*  ""^^^ 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

All  Act  requiring  Guardians  to  render  their  Accounts,  as  provided  for  in  Chcip.  280 
the  fifth  section  of  the  seventy-ninth  Chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
as  often  as  once  in  three  years. 

Be  it  PMacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  fifth  section  of  the  seventy-ninth  chapter  of  ^p^n'^j"';;;^' 
the  Revised  Statutes  is   so  far  amended  as  to   require  all  *"'°^-^''""'' 
guardians  to  render  an  account,  as  therein  provided,  as 
often  as  once  in  three  years  at  least,  whether  specially  re- 
quired so  to  do  by  the  judge  of  probate  or  not. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 
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Chap.  281 


Breakwater  in 
RocKport. 


]Hnv  extend 
wharves. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  Breakwater  in  the  Town  of 
Rockport. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  John  Stimsou,  Ezra  Eames,  Joshua  Sanborn, 
Jothani  Taylor,  Anson  Stimson,  Moses  H.  Wetherbee,  John 
A.  Page  and  Lyman  B.  Goss  and  their  associates,  are  hereby 
authorized  to  construct  a  breakwater,  already  commenced 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Rowe's  Cove,  in  Rockport,  in  the 
county  of  Essex ;  and  may  extend  the  same  from  the  south- 
easterly end  of  the  portion  thereof  already  finished,  to  the 
large  ledge  off  Knowlton's  Point,  in  said  Rockport,  known 
as  Knowlton's  Ledge,  and  may  construct  and  maintain  all 
said  breakwater  of  the  same  height  and  width  with  that 
part  thereof  already  constructed. 

Sect.  2.  Said  Stimson,  Eames,  Sanborn,  Taylor,  and  Anson 
Stimson,  and  their  associates,  may  extend  and  maintain  their 
wharf  along  the  inner  side  of  said  breakwater,  down  to  said 
ledge,  of  the  same  width  with  that  part  thereof  already  con- 
structed ;  the  front  wall  of  said  wharf  upon  the  harbor  not  to 
be  more  than  twenty  feet  within  the  base  line  of  said  break- 
water, and  said  Wetherbee,  Page  and  Goss,  may  extend  and 
maintain  their  wharf  along  the  inner  or  shore  side  of  said 
cove,  to  the  south-eastern  boundary  of  their  land,  of  the 
same  width  with  that  part  thereof  already  built;  and  said 
parties  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  their  respec- 
tive wharves  and  to  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  there- 
from. And  said  parties  and  the  survivors  of  them,  and 
their  associates  and  assigns,  shall  have  power  to  fix  and  re- 
ceive a  toll  on  such  vessels  as  may  enter  or  use  the  artifi- 
cial harbor  to  be  formed  by  said  breakwater,  but  all  vessels 
which  shall  lade  or  unlade  cargoes  upon  the  land  or  wharf 
of  William  H.  Knowlton,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  on  the  inner 
side  of  said  harbor,  shall  be  exempted  therefrom. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  in  no  wise  affect  the  legal  rights 
of  any  persons  or  .corporations  whatever.  [Approved  by 
the   Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Chap.  282         An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  South  Bay  Mill  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Name  changed.        Sect.  1.     The  corporatioD  chartered  by  an  act  entitled 
'•'  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  South  Bay  Mill  Company,"  shall, 


Rights,  etc. 


Legal  rights  not 
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from  and  after  the  passage  of  tins  act,  be  known  and  called 
by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Planing  and  Moulding  Company. 
Sect.  2.     This   act  shall  take  effect  from   and  after  its 
passage.      '[Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  Suits  against  Executors  and  Administrators.         i^llCip.  283 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     The  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  chapter  Provisions  of  act 

iTTT-  f  n    1  i>     •    1  iij°'  ^^^'1,   concern- 

two  hundred  and  ninety-four  of  the  acts  or  eighteen  hundred  >ng  "«ht  of  ac- 

-J  ^  tion,  not  to  apply, 

and  fifty-two,  shall  not  apply,  or  be  construed  to  apply,  to  etc. 
any  right  of  action  of  any  creditor  of  the  estate  of  a  de- 
ceased person,  against  the  executor  or  administrator  of  such 
person,  which  had  accrued  or  existed  against  such  deceased 
person,  his  executor  or  administrator,  prior  to  the  passage 
of  said  act. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Kingsbury  to  extend  his  Wharf.  Chap.  284 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Henry  Kingsbury,  proprietor  of  a  wharf  and  flats  situate  May  extend 
on  the  road  leading  from  Amesbury  Ferry  to  Essex  Merri- 
mack Bridge,  in  Salisbury,  and  lying  between  and  adjoining 
the  land  and  flats  of  Timothy  P.  Osgood  and  Robert  Fowler, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  extend  and  maintain  his  wharf  to 
the  river  channel,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  Eigiits,  etc. 
the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and 
dockage  therefor :  provided,  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  proviso, 
affect  the  legal  rights  of  any  persons  or  corporation  what- 
ever.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  regulate  the  Storage  and  Transportation  of  Chap.  285 
Gunpowder  in  3ie  City  of  Roxbury. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Whenever,  by  virtue  of  an  act  to  regulate  the  seizure  ot  m^\- 

.  I.  T-1  •  c  T>  powcJer  In   Kox- 

storage  and  transportation  of  gunpowder  in  the  city  oi  Kox-  bury,  etc 
bury,  passed  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eigli- 
teen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  any  gunpowder  shall  be  seized 
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and  libelled,  and  upon  the  trial  it  shall  appear  that  such  gun- 
powder was  lawfully  seized,  the  same  shall  be  decreed  to 
be  forfeited,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  one  hundred  and  eighteenth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  concerning  the  seizing  and  libelling  of  for- 
feited goods. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 

Chdp.  286  An  Act  concerning  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Claimants    may      Sect.  1.     Auv  Bumbcr  of  the  pcrsous  having  such  claim 

agree  not  to  avail,  ■J  ^  ^  ~ 

fVi- J^cf*""^  ^'''■''  a<2;aiust  the  Boston  and  ^ew  York  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany,  as  does,  or  may  hereafter  entitle  them  to  the  remedies 
provided  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four,  and  the  ninth  chapter  of  the  acts  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
agree  in  writing  with  said  company,  and  with  each  other, 
not  to  avail  themselves  of  said  remedies  before  the  first  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six ;  and  such 
agreement  shall  not  be  deemed  a  waiver  of  their  right  to 
enforce  said  remedies,  or  any  of  them,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  said  time,  but  the  same  may  then  be  enforced  as 
fully  as  if  said  agreement  had  never  been  made. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 

Chap.  287  An  Act  relating  to  the  By-Laws  of  Cities  and  Towns. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Penalty  for refus-      Whenever  the  inhabitants  of  any  town,  or  the  city  council 
duty,  etc.  of  any  city,  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall,  in  any  lawful  by-law, 

impose  a  duty,  and  shall  affix  a  penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 
to  perform  the  same,  they  may  also  provide  that  the  said 
duty,  in  case  of  such  neglect  and  refusal,  may  be  performed 
by  officers  named  in  such  by-law,  at  the  expense  of  the  party 
How  recovered,  liable,  which  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  contract,  in 
the  name  of  any  such  city  or  town,  in  any  court  competent 
to  try  the  same.  But  the  amount  recovered  shall  never  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  the  penalty  fixed  in  such  by-law.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers'  Fire  and  Marine  Chap.  288 
Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Genei'al  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Francis   S.   Newhall^   George   Hood,   Francis  corporators. 
Dane,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers'  ^'^me. 
Fire  and  JNIarine  Insurance   Company,  to  be  established  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose   of  making  insurance  Purpose. 
against  losses  by  fire  and  against  maritime  losses ;  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  lia-  ^4°^*^"'  '^"""' 
bilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and 
forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  general 
laws  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  in  force  relative 
to  insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock  gfo'^o'^V'""''' 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  snares  $100  each. 
hundred  dollars  each,  with  liberty  to  pay  in  and  increase  ir^a^jncrease  to 
the  same  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  may  hold  real  estate  for  its  use  not  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  establishing  the  City  of  Salem.  Chop.  289 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     For  the  purpose  of  holdino-  all  elections,  the  wards  and  com- 

^        J^  ~  '  mon  council. 

city  council  of  the  city  of  Salem  shall  be  authorized  to  divide 
the  city  into  four  or  more  wards,  and  shall  determine  the 
number  of  common  councilmen  to  be  elected  in  each  ward  : 
provided,  that  the  whole  number  of  common  councilmen  Proviso. 
shall  not  exceed  twenty-four. 

Sect.  2.     On  the  first  Monday  of  January,  annually,  there  Election  of  war- 

dens  And  clerk  • 

shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  in  each  of  the  wards,  a  warden, 
two  assistant  wardens,  and  a  clerk,  who  shall  hold  their 
ofiices  for  one  year,  and  until  others  shall  have  been  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  places. 

Sect.  3.     On  the  first  ]\Ionday  in  January,  annually,  im- Election  of 

•'  •'  '  •'  '  mayor,  etc. 

mediately  after  the  warden,  two  assistant  wardens  and  clerk 
shall  have  been  elected,  the  qualified  voters  in  each  ward 
shall  give  in  their  votes  for  a  mayor,  six  aldermen,  and  such 

27 
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a  number  of  common  councilmen  in  each  ward  as  the  city 
council  may  determine. 
Organization   of      Sect.  4.     Thc  aunual  oro-anizaiion  of  thc  citv  o;overnme]U 

city  covcmmGiit.  •/  o 

"  shall  take  place  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  January. 

Sect.  5.     In  all  elections  the  mayor  and  aldermen  may 
fix  the  time  when  the  polls  shall  be  opened  and  closed. 
Inconsistent  acts      Sect.  6.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  as  are  inconsistent 

repealed.  •  i       i  •    •  /.    i  • 

With  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 
Act  Toid,  unless      Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  le";al  voters  of 

£lCC6Dt6(l    etc 

said  city,  at  a  general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  shall 
vote  to  accept  the  same  within  twelve  months  from  its  pas- 
sage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 


Lyfiap.  Zv\)  An  Act  concerning  Manufacturing  Corporations. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoiHty  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

STe^e^af"'^  Sect.  1.  Any  corporation,  now  or  hereafter  established 
ftock."'"'"  *''^'''"'  within  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  kind  of 
manufacture,  may  issue  two  kinds  ot  stock — namely,  general 
stock,  and  special  stock.  The  special  stock  shall  at  no  time 
exceed  two-tifths  of  the  actual  capital  of  the  corporation, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  redemption  at  par  after  a  fixed  time, 
to  be  expressed  in  the  certificate.  Holders  of  such  special 
stock  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  the  corporation  shall 
be  bound  to  pay  thereon,  a  fixed  half-yearly  sum  or  dividend, 
to  be  expressed  in  the  certificate,  not  exceeding  four  per 
cent.,  and  shall  in  no  event  be  liable  for  the  debts  of  the 
corporation  beyond  their  stock.  Holders  of  such  general 
stock  shall  be,  jointly  and  severally,  individually  liable  for 
all  the  debts  of  the  corporation  until  such  special  stock  shall 
Proviso.  \^Q  redeemed  in  full :  provided,  always,  that  no  corporation 

shall  issue  such  special  stock  except  by  a  vote  of  three- ' 
fourths  of  the  general  stockholders  at  a  meeting  duly  called 
for  that  purpose. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  eflfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  Berkshire  County  Mutual  Life  Insur-  Chap.  291 
ance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.     The  Berkshire   County  Mutual  Life  Insurance  ^a™e  changed. 
Company  are  hereby  authorized  to  take   the  name  of  the 
Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.]  " 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Newburypoit  Submarine  and  Wrecking       y^hcip.  Zi)z 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Moody- D.  Cook,  Eleazer  R.  Walker,  Ralph  C.  corporator. 
Huse,  Charles  Currier,  H.  Kimball,  P.  H.  Richardson,  their 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation 
by  the  name  of  the  Newburyport  Submarine  and  Wrecking  ^*™®- 
Company,  for  the  purpose   of  relieving  vessels  in  distress  ^"■'pose. 
and  recovering  v?-recked  and  sunken  property ;  with  all  the  reg7s%V^'^^' 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  acts  in  addition 
thereto. 

Sect.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  ^'[ho^ooo.**'^''''' 
exceed  in  amount  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  no 
shares  of  said  corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value 
of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  paid  in :  provided,  that  ^'•'"''■'so- 
forty  per  cent,  of  said  capital  shall  be  actually  paid  in,  in 
cash,  within  one  year  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  Beaches  in  the  Town  of  North  Chelsea.  ChttV.  293 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     No  person  or  persons  shall  carry  away  or  re-  not'tTbeca^^fed 
move  any  sea-weed,  sand,  stones,  gravel  or  mud,  from  any  prrmission.*^""' 
beach  in  the  town  of  North  Chelsea,  without  permission,  first 
obtained,  from  the  selectmeix  of  said  town  of  North  Chelsea, 


704  1855.--CHAPTERS  294,  295. 

or  from  some  person  or  persons  duly  autliorized  by  the  se- 
lectmen of  said  town  to  grant  such  permission. 
Penalty  for  viola-      Sect.  2.     Any  pcrson  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the 
tion.etc.  provisions  of  this  act  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence 

How  recovered,  a  sum  iiot  cxcecding  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  ])y 
complaint  or  indictment  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, one-half  for  the  use  of  the  complainant,  the  other  half 
for  the  use  of  said  town  of  North  Chelsea. 
Inconsistent  acts  Sect.  3.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 


Chap.  294  An  Act  in  relation  to  Savings  Banks. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

cSrorationIb?  Sect.  1:  No  savings  bank  in  this  Commonwealth  shall 
nZitei  ^^"''^  ^6  allowed  to  invest  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  its  deposits, 
nor,  in  case  such  percentage  amounts  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  its 
deposits,  in  the  capital  stock  of  any  one  corporation. 
To^be reduced,  if,  Sect..2.  Any  saviugs  bank  in  this  Commonwealth  that 
may  have  invested  a  larger  amount  of  its  deposits  than  is 
expressed  in  the  foregoing  section,  in  the  capital  stock  of 
any  one  corporation,  shall  reduce  the  same  to  the  limits  in 
said  section  named  within  twelve  months  after  the  passage 
of  this  act.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 

Chap.  295  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Dorchester  Antiquarian  and  Historical  Society. 

Be  it  ejiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Edmuud  P.  Tilcstou,  Edmuud  J.  Baker,  James 

M.  Robbins,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Dorchester  Anti- 

purpose.  quarian  and  Historical  Society,  in  Dorchester,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  collecting  such  manuscripts,  books,  and  natural  and 
artijficial  curiosities,  as  may  tend  to  illustrate  and  preserve 
the  history  of  the  United  States,  and  of  publishing  such 
portions  of  their  collections  as  may  be  deemed  interesting 

Ttcy^"^^' '''*"^^'  ^^^  instructive  to  succeeding  generations ;  with  all  the  pow- 
ers and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabili- 
ties contained  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
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Statutes,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  this  cor- 
poration. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  -may  hold  real  estate  to  the  Keai estate, 
amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  personal  estate  to  the  personal  estate, 
amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  value 
of  their  books. 

Sect.  3.     The  lawful  acts  and  elections  already  had  by  ^'••*s<^o"fi''"^'J- 
said  society  shall  have  the  full  effect  of  acts  or  elections  by 
said  corporation :  provided,  said  corporation  shall,  by  legal  Proviso, 
vote,  confirm  the  same. 

Sect.  4.    Edmund  P.  Tilcstou  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  First  meeting, 

1         o  •  t>         •  1  •  ^  •  •  n     -I  ^'^^  called. 

the  first  meeting  oi  said  corporation,  by  causing  a  certified 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting  to  be  served 
upon  each  of  the  members  of  said  corporation  in  the  form 
and  manner  established  by  said  society. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855,] 

An  Act  concerning  Agricultural  Societies  which  receive  the  Bounty  of  the  (yh(ip.  296 

State. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     No  incorporated  aoTicultural  society,  receivino;  ^"^^''^^  of  p''p™- 

■'•  s-,  ...  •^,  .'-'  urns  prohibited  in 

the  bounty  oi  this  Commonwealth  according  to  the  provis-  certain  cases. 
ions  of  chapter  forty-second  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  shall 
distribute  any  part  thereof  to  any  person,  as  first  premium, 
for  any  animal  or  article  for  which  a  first  premium  shall  have 
been  awarded  by  that  or  any  other  incorporated  society. 

Sect.  2.     No  incorporated  agricultural  society,  receiving  same  subject, 
the  bounty  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  award  from  such 
bounty  any  second  or  third  premium  to  any  person  for  any 
animal  or  article  which  shall  have  received  the  same  premium 
from  any  other  incorporated  society  the  same  year. 

Sect.  3.     No  incorporated  agricultural  society  receiving  gard?ng,%tc^'Dot 
the  bounty  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  shall  hereafter  dis- ^^^''^ccivebointy 
regard  the  prohibitions  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
any  part  of  said  bounty  for  that  year. 

Sect.  4.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  held  to  prohibit  any  May  enter  ani- 

°  .  ,  .■'■„  .         nials,     etc.,     for 

animal  or  article  which  receives  a  lower  premium,  from  being  •iife'''«'"  premiam. 
entered  with  another  society,  or  with  the  same  society,  on  a 
succeeding  year,  for  a  higher  premium.     [^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 
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Chcip.  297  An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  Jones  Manufacturing  Company,  and  to 

authorize  an  increase  of  Capital  Stock. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Name  changed.  Sect.  1.  TliG  corporatc  nauie  of  the  Jones  Manufacturing 
Company  iu  the  town  of  Templeton,  Worcester  county,  shall 
be  changed,  and  the  said  corporation  shall  be  known  and 
called  by  the  name  of  the  "  Otter  River  Manufacturing 
Company." 

isToM  '"*'''°''"'''  Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  capital  stock  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3,  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 


Chap.  298  An  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  to  establish  an  Institution  for  Savings  in 

Northampton." 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Benjamin  Barrett,  Samuel  F.   Lyman,  Samuel 

Wells,  Joseph  Lathrop,  Harvey  Kirkland,  Morris  E.  White, 
Horatio  G.  Knight,  Winthrop  Hillyer,  Charles  White, 
Charles  Delano,  and  Luther  I.  Washburn,  are  hereby  made 
and  constituted  associates  of  Samuel  L.  Hinkley,  as  corpo- 

^ame.  rators  and  members   of  the  Northampton   Institution  for 

Savings,  a  corporation  established  at  Northampton,  in  the 

l^TvVxmon"  "'^  county  of  Hampshire ;  with  full  power  and  authority  unto 
them  and  their  successors  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  the 
corporate  existence,  powers  and  privileges,  of  the  said  insti- 
tution ;  subject,  however,  to  the  provisions  of  the  thirty-sixth 
chapter  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  and  any  acts  additional 
thereto. 

confirmeij""^'^"''  ^ECT.  2.  All  acts  and  transactions  heretofore  done  and 
performed  by  and  with  the  acting  trustees  or  other  officers 
of  the  said  Northampton  Institution  for  Savings,  are  hereby 
confirmed,  any  objection  on  account  of  the  irregularity  in 
the  election  or  appointment  of  the  said  trustees  or  other 
officers,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  {Approved  hy  the 
Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  to  incorporate  Traps  Creek  Fishing    Chap.  299 
Company,"  in  Edgartown. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  owners  of  Traps  Creek  Fishing  Company,  proprietors  may 
in  the  town  of  Edo-artown,  in  the  county  of  Dukes,  their  as- seine  from  no- 

o  '  1         •        1  1        11  vfiber  to  April. 

sooates  and  successors,  are  hereby  authorized  to  catch  all 
kinds  of  fish,  by  seine  or  otherwise,  in  Traps  Pond,  from  the 
first  day  of  November  to  the  first  day  of  April,  in  each  year. 

Sect.  2.     If  any  person  shall  set,  stretch,  or  drag  a  seine  Penalty  forun- 
in  said  pond,  except  as  abova  provided,  without  the  consent  etc 
of  said  proprietors,  he   shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  use  of 
the  aforesaid  company  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  each 
offence,  and  an  additional  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  each  and 
every  barrel  of  perch  so  taken,  to  be  recovered  by  indict- "'^^''^'^"^""®'^- 
ment,  or  on  complaint  before  any  justice  of  tlie  peace. 

Sect.  3.  No  person,  whether  a  proprietor  or  not,  shall  I'Jf^i^ng  ^^,51^^^^ 
be  allowed  to  seine  perch  in  said  pond,  from  the  first  day  f'"°!^^^prii  to  no- 
of  April  to  the  first  day  of  November,  in  each  year. 

Sect.  4.     Nothing  herein  contained   shall  prevent  any  in-  PerchfisMngiaw- 

='  11/.  !•  1..1  fill  With  hook  antl 

habitant  oi  this  Commonwealth  Irom  catching  perch  m  said  »"«- etc. 
pond,  with  hook  and  line,  at  any  time. 

Sect.  5.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  Je'peTed!^"*  ^"^'^ 
provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 


An  Act  concerning  the  Trustee  Process.  L/tlCip.  6\)\) 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemj)led,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     If  the  wages  of  the  personal  labor  and  services  ^/i'''|?^i,fg  *?f  ^^J^ 
of  any  person  shall  be  attached  by  the  process  of  foreign  ^°;®/rer  ®^  '^ 
attachment,  and  the  plaintiff  shall  not  recover  a  sum  exceed- 
ing five  dollars  as  debt,  he   shall  recover  no  costs  of  that 
suit,  and  shall  pay  all  costs  of  the  defendant  and  trustee. 

Sect.  2.     If  the  wages  of  the  personal  labor  and  services  feef'if  not  more" 
of  any  person,  shall  be  attached  upon  the  process  of  foreign  ^l'^''^'^^^^"  ^"^  ^^ 
attachment,  for  any  debt  or  demand,  other  than  for  the  neces- 
saries furnished  the  debtor  or  his  family,  and  there  shall 
not  be  in  the  hands  or  possession  of  the  trustee,  at  the  time 
of  the  first  service  of  the  writ  on  him,  a  sum  due  as  such 
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When  to  take  ef- 
fect. 


wages,  exceeding  twent}'-  dollars,  the  trustee  shall  be  dis- 
charged. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  September  next,  but  shall  not  affect  any  actions 
then  pending.      [A])j)roved  by  the  Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 


Obed  Brooks,  Jr., 
authorized  to 
propagate  and 
catch  fish. 


PenaKj'  for  un- 
lawful fishing, 
etc. 


Chap.  301  An  Act  to  Protect  the  Fisheries  in  the  Town  of  Harwich. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Obed  Brooks,  Jr.,  and  liis  associates  and  suc- 
cessors, in  the  town  of  Harwich,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable, 
are  hereby  authorized  to  remove  all  obstructions  in  the 
brook  or  stream  called  Coy's  Brook,  from  the  branch  of 
Herring  River,  (so  called,)  near  Hall's  Island,  to  Clark's  Pond 
and  Flax  Pond,  for  the  purpose  of  propagating  and  catching 
herring  or  alewives,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  said 
Brooks  and  his  associates ;  provided,  that  no  individual's 
rights  or  privileges  shall  be  infringed  thereby. 

Sect.  2.  All  persons  illegally  taking  fish  from  said  ponds 
or  said  brook  or  stream,  or  causing  obstructions  to  the  pas- 
sage of  fish  or  alewives  to  or  from  said  ponds,  shall  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  two  dollars  or  more  than 
twenty  dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same,  for  the  use  of  the  person  who 
shall  sue  therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approvcd  by  the  Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 

Chap.  302  An  Act  concerning  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds  given  or  bequeathed  to 

Cities  and  Towns. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Settate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Trustees  of  city      Sect.  1.     All  trustcbs,  whcthcr  incorporated  or  not,  who 

or  town  funds  to,.-  .  '  ■•■.  ..i'' 

make^an  annual  hold  lunds,  givcn  Or  bequeathed  to  any  city  or  town,  in  this 
Commonwealth,  for  any  specific  or  general  charitable,  relig- 
ious or  educational  purpose,  shall  make  an  annual  exhibit  of 
the  condition  of  such  funds  to  the  board  of  aldermen  of  the 
city,  or  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  to  which  such  funds  have 
been  given  or  devised,  and  all  transactions  by  such  trustees 
of  any  nature  whatever,  concerning  such  funds,  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  inspection  by  the  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city,  oi 
the  selectmen  of  the  town,  to  which  such  returns  are  madej 
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Sect.  2.     The  iuda-e  of  probate  for  the  county  in  -which  Ju-^ge  of  probate, 

:         r  i  1  •    1     c        T      1  1  •  upon    petition, 

the  city  or  town  is  situated  to  which  lunds  have  been  g-iven  etc ,  may  cite  an 

J  /.'•iiiii  1  parties  interested 

or  bequeathed  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  power,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  any  five  persons,  to  cite  all  parties  interested  in 
any  funds  so  given  or  bequeathed,  to  appear  before  him  to 
answer  any  and  all  complaints  which  may  then  and  there  be 
made ;  and  if  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Trustees  may  be 

rGmov^d   In   ccr- 

judge  of  probate  that  any  trustee  or  trustees  have  neglected  tain  cases. 
or  refused  to  render  such  annual  exhibits  as  aforesaid,  or 
are  shown  to  be  incapable  of  discharging  the  trust  reposed, 
or  to  be  unsuitable  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  same,  then 
the  said  judge  may  remove  such  trustee  or  trustees,  as  he 
may  deem  proper,  and  supply  the  vacancies  so  caused. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  and  St.  John  Navigation  Company.      Chcip.  303 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represe7ita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.   1.      Thomas  F.  Wells,  John  H.  McClennen,  and  corporators. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  and  St.  John^"*"^- 
Navigation  Company,  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for 
the  purpose  of  building,  equipping  and  maintaining  a  line  of  ^"'■p^s^- 
vessels  to  ply  between  Boston  and  the  British  Provinces  of 
North  America ;  with  the  right  to  employ  steam-power  as  an 
auxiliary  for  propelling  the  said  vessels  whenever  it  is  judged 
expedient  or  proper  by  said  company,  and  with  all  the  pow- ^^J^^m,  liabni- 
ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabili- 
ties, as  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chap- 
ters of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
and  to  continue  for  the  term  of  twenty  years.  Duration. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not^g^'^p^^^J^g^Q'^g';*,'^''^- 
exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.    No  share  no  shares  to  be 

.,  .iTii.  TnT  issued  under  par. 

in  said  corporation  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount 
(to  be  paid  in  on  each)  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  first 
issued ;  and  all  debts  of  said  corporation  shall  be  paid  before  Dividends, 
the  stockholders  shall  receive  any  dividends.      [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 
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Chap.  304  An  Act  to  protect  the  Property  of  Married  Women. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeyita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Property  of  mar-      Sect.  1.    The  property,  both  real  and  personal,  •wliicli  any 
subjecuo  tiiedit  woman,  who  may  hereafter  be  married  in  this  Commonwealth, 

pusal  of  husband,  .     ''     .  „   ,  .  ,      , 

nor  liable  for  his  may  own  at  the  time  oi  her  marnasfe,  and  the  rents,  issues, 

debts.  ''  o    '  '  ' 

profits  and  proceeds  thereof,  and  any  real  or  personal  prop- 
erty which  shall  come  to  her  by  descent,  devise  or  bequest, 
or  the  gift  of  "any  person  except  her  husband,  shall  remain 
her  sole  and  separate  property,  notwithstandins;  her  mar- 
riage, and  not  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  her  husband,  or 
liable  for  his  debts. 
Hushard  not  li-      Sect.  2.     The  husband  of  any  woman,  hereafter  married 
tia.  ted  by  wile  in  this  Commonwcalth,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  sued  for  any 
cause  of  action  which  originated  against  her  before  mar- 
riage ;  but  she  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  for  the  same  as  if 
she  were  sole,  and  her  property  shall  be  liable  to  be  attached 
and  taken  on  execution  in  the  same  manner. 
maritn  a^d'!?on-      Sect.  3.     Auy  wouiau,  hcrcaftcr  married,  may,  while  mar- 
IfJ.bufmfnalfcii'isd,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  her  real  and  personal  property, 
hiisband^excepu  9,nd  cntcr  into  any  contract  in  reference  to  the  same,  in  the 
""•  same  manner  as  if  she  were  sole ;  but  no  conveyance  of  any 

real  property,  (except  a  lease  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year,)  and  no  conveyance  of  any  shares  in  any  corporation, 
shall  be  valid,  without  the  assent,  in  writing,  of  her  husband, 
except  with  the  consent  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  or  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  the  judge 
of  probate,  to  be  grantfid,  on  her  petition,  in  any  county,  on 
account  of  the  sickness,  insanity  or  absence  from  the  Com- 
monwealth, of  her  husband,  or  other  good  cause  :  and  her 
husband,  if  within  the  Commonwealth,  shall  have  such  not'ice 
of  the  petition  as  the  judge  or  court  may  order.  This  peti- 
tion may  be  presented  to,  and  granted  by,  any  such  judge  ii 
vacation,  as  well  as  in  term  time. 
Mav  sue  and  be  Sect.  4.  Any  womau,  hereafter  to  be  married,  may,  while 
married,  sue  and  be  sued,  in  all  matters  having  relation  to 
her  property,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  she  were  sole, 
et?^  ^'^^^  ^""'  Sect.  5.  Any  womar-,  hereafter  married,  may,  while  mar- 
ried, make  a  will;  but  s.'ch  will  shall  not  deprive  her  lius- 
band  of  his  rights  as  ten«,nt  by  the  courtesy,  and  she  shall 
not  bequeath  away  from  him  more  than  one-half  of  her  per- 
sonal property,  without  his  consent  in  writing;  and  any 
woman,  now  married,  iiiay  make  a  will  of  her  real  estate, 
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which,  however,  shall  not  deprive  her  husband  of  his  rights 
as  tenant  by  the  courtesy. 

Sect.  6.     The  real  estate  and  shares  in  any  corporation,  Property  of  mar- 

.         ,  „  .     ,  1.1  "^''   ■"'omen    not 

standino'  m  the  name  oi  any  marnea  woman,  which  were  her  I'awe  to  be  taken 

°  .  f.   1  •  1.1  "v^   Q„   executiun 

property  at  the  tmie  oi  her  marriage,  or  which  have  since  f^r^Jiebt  '^"^"''"'^ 
become,  or  may  hereafter  become,  her  property,  by  virtue  of 
•any  devise  or  bequest,  or  gift  froui  any  person  except  her 
husbaud,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  taken  on  any  execution 
against  him,  for  any  debt  hereafter  to  be  contracted,  or  any 
cause  of  action  hereafter  arising. 

Sect.  7.     Any  married  woman  may  carry  on  any  trade  or  Married  women 

uiuv   transact 

business,  and  perform  any  labor  or  services,  on  her  own  sole  business,  e-c, 

,  11  .  «  «"J  ni'*y  sue  and 

and  separate  account ;  and  the  earnings  or  any  married  ^^  ^"«''- 
woman,  from  her  trade,  business,  labor  or  services,  shall  be 
her  sole  and  separate  property,  and  may  be  used  and  in- 
vested by  her  in  her  own  name ;  and  she  may  sue  and  be 
sued  as  if  sole  in  regard  to  her  trade,  business,  labor,  ser- 
vices and  earnings  ;  and  her  property  acquired  by  her  trade, 
business  and  service,  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  may  be  taken 
on  any  execution  against  her. 

Sect.  8.     Any  woman  who  shall  have  been  married  out  of  "^^°"i<"'»  ™*'"eci 

^^  out  or   State  lo 

this  State,  shall,  if  her  husband  afterwards  become  a  resi- '■""''l ?"  ^'-''i"*''- 

/  ,   '  ,  eii  ni;nts  1(1  prop- 

dent  within  this   Commonwealth,  retain  all  the  rights  as  to  baiui ''^'becon.es" 
property  which  she  may  have  acquired  by  the  laws  of  any  mouweL'th.^"""" 
other  State  Or  country,  or  which  she  may  have  acquired  by 
virtue  of  any  man-iage  contract  or  settlement  made  out  of 
this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  9.  Xothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  invalidate 
any  marriage  settlement  or  contract,  now  made,  or  to  be 
hereafter  made.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  5,  1855  ] 

An  Act  to  repeal  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of      OhciD   305 

Taunton."  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  chapter  of  the  acts  of -^^t  repealed, 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Taunton," 
is  hereby  repealed  :  provided,  however,  that  the  justice  of 
said  court  may  finish  the  proceedings  in  any  case  nowpend- 
insr  in  said  court.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  7, 
1855.] 
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Chcip.  306  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Charlestown  Dock  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Chai'les  S.  DaiTOW,  George  W.  White,  J.  Rus- 

sell Bradford,  and  their    associates    and   successors,  are 

Name.  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Charlestowik 

i^Ts^'^tc"""''  Dock  Company;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

May  hold  real  es-      Sect.  2.     Said  corporatiou  may  purchase  and  hold  real 

t&t6    not    GXC66Cl~  *f      L 

ing  *i5o,o(jo.  estate,  in  the  city  of  Charlestown,  not  exceeding,  in  value, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  and  maintaining  a  dry  dock,  a  sectional  dock, 
a  floating  dock,  and  a  marine  railway,  or  one  or  more  of 
said  structures,  or  other  structures,  suitable  for  the  build- 
ing or  repairing  of  ships  or  other  vessels. 

Capital  stock,  Sect.  3.  Thc  Capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  two  hundred    and   fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  no 

No  shares^to  be  sharcs.  In  said  capital  stock,  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
first  issued. 

Sect.  4.  The  one  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  chapter  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Charlestown  Dock 
Company,"  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 


issued  under  par. 


Chap.  307  An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  concerning  Executors  and  Administrators, 

Guardians  and  Trustees." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

may%poinuru*s-  Sect.  1.  If,  in  any  will  executed  either  by  a  resident  or 
c1ises.'°  ""^'^^  non-resident  in  this  State,  the  testator  shall  have  omitted  to 
appoint  a  trustee  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  if  such  ap- 
pointment be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the 
testator,  the  judge  of  probate  may,  after  notice  to  all  per- 
sons interested,  appoint  a  trustee.  And  every  trustee  ap- 
pointed by  any  judge  of  probate,  by  force  of  this  act,  shall 
rtc^ofVu"stel'  ^^^^^  ^^^^  exercise  the  same  powers,  rights  and  duties,  as  if 
he  had  been  originally  appointed  by  the  testator,  and  the 
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estatp  shall  vest  in  him  in  like  manner  as  it  would  have 
vested  if  appointed  by  the  testator. 

Sect.  2.     Juds-es  of  probate,  for  their  respective  counties,  Guardian,    etc., 

,.  ^  ,      .    .  ^-.  -  authorized  to  re- 

may  authorize  executors,  administrators,  G:uardians  and  trus-ifaserightsinreai 

•'  1      -!•     \  i"  .    <"■    personal    es 

tees,  to  release  and  discharo-c,  upon  such  terms  and  condi-^a**"-  '"  certain 
tions  as  may  appear  reasonable  and  proper,  any  vested  or 
contingent  or  possible  right  or  interest  belonging  to  the 
persons  or  estates  by  them  respectively  represented,  in  or 
to  any  real  or  personal  estate  or  property  under  and  by 
virtue  of  any  gift,  grant,  legacy,  or  devise,  or  declaration  or 
instrument  of  trust  or  otherwise,  whenever  it  shall  appear 
to  be  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  persons  or  es- 
tates in  trust. 

Sect.  3.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 


An  Act  empowering  the  Town  of  West  Roxbury  to  Jmprove  Stony  Brook.  L/Iiop.  6\jO 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoj'ity  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  imp>o''^ment  of 
shall  have  power,  authority  and  control   over  Stony  Brook, 
a  stream  that  flows  through  said  town,  and  the  tributaries 
thereof;   for   the    purposes   and   objects   hereinafter   men- 
tioned, in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  inhabitants  of  West  Roxburv,  for  the  ^:"' ^,'l^'i"^? 
purpose  of  draining  off  the  stagnant  water  from  the  said  s""«"°"»' «»=• 
Stony  Brook,  the  tributaries  thereof,  the  meadows  and  lands 
contiguous  and  adjacent  thereto,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  the  waste  water  from  the  roads  and  streets  of 
said  town  of  West  Roxbury,  and  for  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  said  Stony  Brook,  its  tributaries,  and  the  lands 
injured  by  the  want  of  a  free  course  for  the  waters,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  remove  obstructions 
in  said  Stony  Brook  and  its  tributaries,  to  widen  and  deepen  ^lay^wwen^ and 
the  said  brook  and  its  tributaries,  to  alter  the  course  of  tributaries. 
each  respectively  by  changing  the  original  channel  or  other- 
wise, and  to  lower  said   Stony  Brook  or  its  tributaries  in 
order  to  obtain  a  greater  fall,  the  more  rapidly  to  carry  off 
the  waste  water,  and  to  take  such  portions   of  land  on  the 
l)anks  of  said  brook  and  its  tributaries,  as  may  be  adjudged 
necessary  to  widen  the  same,  whether  the  same  be  within 
the  limits  of  said  town  or  not.     And  the  selectmen  of  West  f^^l^^^^fg^'^fc^ 
Roxbury  shall  be  authorized  and  are  hereby  empowered, 
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West  Eoxbury 
may  appropriate 
money,   etc. 


Selectmen     to 
make      improve- 
ments and  appor- 
tion taxes,  etc. 


Assessment  to 
c  nstitute  a  lien, 
etc. 

Proceeding'!  in 
esse  of  non  pay- 
ment of  assess- 
ments. 


To  be  nnder  con- 
trol of  West  Eox- 
bury. 


where  impediments  or  obstructions  to  the  free  course  of 
waters  through  Stony  Brook  have  been  created  by  any  per- 
sons or  corporations,  to  assess  the  whole  cost  of  removing 
said  impediments  or  obstructions  upon  the  persons  or  cor- 
porations who  have  caused  said  impediments  and  obstruc- 
tions :  provided,  that  in  no  case  whatsoever  shall  any  assess- 
ments be  made  upon  the  city  of  Roxbmy. 

Sect.  3.  The  said  town  of  West  Roxbury  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  vote,  assess,  collect,  and 
appropriate  such  sums  of  money,  as  may  be  requisite  to  pay 
the  proportion  of  the  expense,  incurred  for  the  purposes 
above  mentioned,  as  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  proper  to  be 
paid  by  the  town ;  and  the  selectmen  of  said  town  shall 
have  power  to  make  the  improvements  contemplated  by  this 
act,  and  are  authorized  annually  to  assess  the  said  town 
such  portion  of  the  expense  thereof  as  they  shall  think  just, 
not  exceeding  oiie-third  of  the  whole  annual  expense,  and 
the  remainder  they  are  empowered  annually  to  assess  upon 
those  owning  lands  directly  or  remotely  benefited  by  the 
improvements,  and  upon  any  corporation  remotely  or  di- 
rectly benefited  thereby,  whether  within  the  limits  of  said 
town  or  not.  And  the  said  benefit  to  each  owner  of  lands 
respectively  benefited,  or  to  any  corporation  benefited,  shall 
be  ascertained  and  assessed  by  the  said  selectmen,  shall  be 
certified  by  them,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the 
party  to  be  charged,  or  the  tenant  who  occupies  the  land. 
And  all  assessments  so  made,  shall  constitute  a  lien  on  the 
real  estates  assessed  for  one  year  after  they  are  laid,  and 
may,  together  with  all  incidental  costs  and  expenses,  be 
levied  by  sale  thereof,  if  the  assessment  is  not  paid  within 
three  months  after  a  written  demand  of  payment,  made 
either  upon  the  person  assessed  or  upon  the  tenant  or  occu- 
pant of  the  estate.  Said  written  demand  shall  be  made  by 
the  collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  of  West  Roxbury,  or  by 
the  town  clerk;  and  the  collector  of  taxes  shall  conduct 
any  sale  of  said  estates  sold  for  non-payment  of  assess- 
ments, in  the  same  manner  as  sales  for  the  non-payment  of 
taxes,  and  he  shall  be  the  legal  collector  of  the  assessments 
made,  and  shall  pay  the  same  into  the  town  treasury  of 
West  Roxbury. 

Sect.  4.  After  the  completion  of  the  contemplated  im- 
provement, that  part  of  Stony  Brook  within  the  limits  of 
West  Roxbury,  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  said  townj 
and  said  town  of  West  Roxbury,  within  its  own  limits, 
shall  have  power  to  grant  or  prevent   entrance   to    said 
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Stony  Brook :  provided,  however,  that  it  shall  not  be  au-  Proviso, 
thorized  to  restrain  or  dam  up  those  streams  that  find  to  it 
natural  access:  provided,  further,  that  the  power  of  assess- Provided, further 
ing  parties  directly  or  remotely  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment of  Stony  Brook  and  its  tributaries,  shall  not  be 
extended  beyond  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  5.     Anv  partv  who  may  deem  himself  afjgrieved  by  Parties  aggrieved 

J    r         J  J  '-0  .'    mav    appeal   to 

any  such  assessment,  may  at  any  time,  within  three  months  f^^^^J^  commis- 
from  receiving  notice  thereof,  appeal  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners to  settle  and  assess  the  share  to  be  charged  to  such 
party ;  and  the  said  county  commissioners  may  examine  the 
parties  and  any  other  person,  on  oath,  touching  the  matter 
submitted  to  them,  and  shall  determine  the  proper  amount 
of  assessment;  and  in  all  cases  the  decision  of  said  county 
commissioners  shall  be  final ;  and  in  case  the  assessment 
made  by  the  selectmen  shall  not  be  reduced  on  such  appeal, 
the  town  shall  recover  costs,  but  otherwise,  shall  pay  costs : 
provided,  however,  that  in  all  cases  4»>f  appeal  as  aforesaid,  Appellant  to  give 

-T  '  '  .111-  11      '"'^  month's  no- 

the  appellant,  before  entering  it,  shall  give   one   month  s  "oe  or  intention 

ri  '  o         '  _  o  ^  to  appeal,  etc. 

notice,  in  writing,  to  the  selectmen,  of  the  intention  to  appeal, 
and  shall  distinctly  specify  the  points  of  objection  to  the 
assessment  made  by  them,  to  which  specification  the  party 
appellant  shall  be  confined  upon  the  hearing  of  the  appeal; 
and  the  lien  on  the  land  assessed  shall  continue  one  year 
after  final  judgment  of  said  county  commissioners,  for  such 
sums  as  the  county  commissioners  shall  determine,  as  the 
proper  amount  of  assessment  and  cost  thereon.     Any  owner  Property  sold  ny 

IT        I  •'  collector  h  tw  to 

shall  have  a  right  to  redeem  his,  her,  or  their  lands  sold  by  be  redeeined,  etc. 
the  collector  of  taxes  for  default  in  paying  assessments,  by 
paying  assessments,  costs,  and  ten  per  cent,  interest  into  the 
town  treasury  of  West  Roxbury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pur- 
chaser, under  the  collector's  deed,  any  time  within  three 
years  from  the  date  of  the  collector's  deed. 

Sect.  6.  If  any  person  or  corporation  suflers  damage  compensation  for 
under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  by  ine  selectmen's  ce|nas'beforep1-o- 
taking  land,  or  otherwise,  except  as  before  provided  in  this 
act,  he  or  they  shall  have  a  right  to  compensation  in  dam- 
ages, to  be  paid  by  the  town  of  West  Roxbury,  which  damages 
shall  be  estimated  by  a  jury  to  be  awarded  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  recov- 
ered, with  costs,  in  same  manner  and  under  the  same  qualifi- 
cations, restrictions  and  limitations,  by  which  damages  arc 
estimated  and  recovered  by  persons  injured  by  the  laying 
out  of  highways :  provided,  hoivever,  that  application  shall  proviso, 
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be  made,  in  writing,  to  said  court,  within  six  months  from  the 

time  of  damage  sustained. 
Authority  of  this .    Sect.  7.     The  authority  and  control  given  by  this  act,  to 
fn'^?it"°of  "itox-  the  town  of  West  Roxbury,  shall  not  extend  in  the  city  of 
ury.ec.  Roxbury,  castcrly  of  WasMugtou  Street  in  said  city.     This 

act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage ;  and  instead 

of  the   selectmen's   exercising  the  powers  above  conferred. 
West  Roxbury    the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  West  Roxbur}',  in  town  meet- 

mav  choose  til ree  .  i  i     t  j.    j.i  i  j.'  t 

or  five  comrais-ing  assembled,  may,  at  the  annual  meeting,  or  any  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  elect  by  ballot,  if  they  see  fit,  three  or  five 
persons,  to  be  denominated  "  Commissioners  for  Stony 
Brook,"  upon  whom  shall  devolve  all  the  powers  and  duties 
conferred  by  this  act  on  the  selectmen.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 

Chap.  309  An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  concerning  the  attendance  of  Children  at 
^  School." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Couni  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Act  of  1852,  ciiap.      Thc  third  section  of  the  act  of  May,  eisrhteen  hundred 

240,  amended.  -,    n  i>  •    i     i  »  »  •  ^ 

and  ntty-two,  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  the  attendance 
of  Children  at  School,"  and  being  chapter  two  hundred  and 
forty  of  the  acts  of  that  year,  is  hereby  so  far  amended  that 
wmmJttees.""^  It  shall  bc  thc  duty  of  the  school  committees  of  tlie  several 
towns  and  cities  in  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  exception 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  where  the  duty  shall  devolve  upon  the 
truant  officers,  to  report  all  violations  of  the  first  section  of 
said  act,  together  with  the  reasons  given  for  such  violations, 
if  any,  to  the  treasurer  of  such  city  or  town,  instead  of  re- 
porting tlie  same,  to  the  town  or  city,  in  their  annual  report. 
{Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855] 

Chan   310  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  Lines  in  Boston 
^  ■  Harbor." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Tenth  line  in  Bos-      Sect.  1.     Thc  tcutli  liuc   cstablishcd  in  and  by  section 
ii"shed.  fourth  of  the  act  of  April  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 

seven,  in  South  Bay,  as  one  of  the  lines  of  the  harbor  of 
Boston,  is  hereby  altered,  and  instead  of  being  drawn  as 
therein  described,  shall  be  drawn,  and  is  hereby  established, 
as  follows :  that  is  to  say,  it  shall  begin  at  a  point  on  the 
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south  side  of  the  South  Free  Bridge,  ninety-eight  feet  seven 
inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  side  of  the  draw  in  said 
bridge,  and  thence  be  drawn  in  a  southerly  direction  to  the 
point  where  the  tenth  line,  as  heretofore  established  by  said 
act  of  April  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  had 
its  southerly  termination,  being  the  point  denoted  by  the 
letter  G  on  plan  of  the  harbor,  number  two,  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

Sect.  2.     No  wharf,  pier,  building  or  incumbrance  of  any  ^o  wharr  to  be 
kind  shall  hereafter  be  extended  beyond  the  said  line  herein 
established  into  or  over  the  tide  water  in  said  harbor. 

Sect.  3.     Every  person  or  corporation  offending  against  j^^^i^^^J^^y  JJjf  of-,, 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis-  '^'«  "'^"  ^l-*""^ 

i  '  o  »/  nor   more   tnan 

demeanor,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  therefor  by  ^^''""'• 
indictment  or  information  in  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, and  on  conviction  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  nor  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars,  for  every  offence ;  and  every  erection  or  obstruction 
which  shall  be  made  contrary  to  the  provisions  and  intent 
of  this  act  shall  be  liable  to  be  abated  and  removed  as  a 
public  nuisance  in  the  manner  heretofore  provided  for  the 
removal  and  abatement  of  nuisances  on  the  public  highway. 

Sect,  4.     So  much  of  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  i"consistent  act 

*—  repealed.! 

forty-seven,  concerning  lines  in  Boston  Harbor,  as  is  incon- 
sistent with  this  act  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  not'take  effect,  unless  the  wharf  \ct  not  to  take 

/  enect  unless  etc* 

adjoining  the  said  South  Free  Bridge,  on  the  south-easterly 
side  thereof,  is  carried  out  with  a  solid  stone  front  to  said 
new  line,  and  the  part  of  the  north  wall  of  said  wharf  which 
now  projects  beyond  said  line  is  removed,  within  one  year 
from  the  first  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
\^A]p]proved  hy  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 

An  Act  regulating  the  Fees  of  Registers  of  Deeds  and  other  Recording    Chap.  311 

Officers. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  autlLority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  :  * 

■    Sect.  1.     The  fees  of  registers  of  deeds,  and  other  record-  f^es  or  registers 

of  deeds   etc. 

ing  officers  for  the  like  services,  unless  otherwise  provided 
for  by  law,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  entering  and 
recording  a  deed  or  other  paper,  and  certifying  the  same 
on  the  original,  also  indexing  the  same  according  to  law, 
and  for  all  other  official  duties  pertaining  to  the  same, 
twenty-five  cents ;  and  if  it  contains  more  than  one  page,  at 

29 
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Penalty  for  ex- 
tortion. 


Fees  In  cases  not 
sptsuiliecl. 


Inconsistent  acts 
repealed. 


When  to 
eflect. 


Chap.  S12 


the  rate  of  twenty  cents  for  every  page  after  the  first  ;.the  said 
fees  to  be  paid  when  the  instrument  is  left  to  be  recorded ; 
for  all  copies,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  a  page ;  for  entering 
in  the  margin  a  discharge  of  a  mortgage,  twenty-five  cents. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  recording  officer  shall,  wilfully  and  cor- 
ruptly, demand  and  receive  any  greater  fee  than  is  allowed 
by  this  act  for  any  official  duty  or  service,  he  shall  forfeit 
fifty  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  which  sum  may  be  re- 
covered on  an  action  or  indictment  in  any  court  proper  to 
try  the  same;  one-half  of  said  forfeiture  shall  be  taken  for- 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  one-half  thereof  for  the 
use  of  the  complainant:  frovided,  hoivever,  such  action  or 
indictment  shall  be  commenced  within  one  year  after  the 
committing  of  the  offence,  and  by  or  on  the  complaint  of  the 
party  from  whom  such  unlawful  fee  waa  demanded  and  re- 
ceived. 

Sect.  3.  In  all  cases  not  expressly  provided  for  by  law, 
the  fees  of  all  recording  officers,  for  any  ofificialduty  or  ser- 
vice, shall  be  at  the  same  rate  as  is  prescribed  in  this  act 
for  the  lil:e  services. 

Sect.  4.  Sections  fifteen,  nineteen  and  twenty-one,  of 
chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes, and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  or  con- 
flicting with  the  provisions  contained  in  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty -five.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Lee. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Ge7ieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
roiice  court  es-      Sect.  1.    A  policc  court  is  hereby  established  in  the  town 

talilHlied,      ivith      „  "  tit  it 

01  Lee,  to  consist  of  one  learned,  able  and  discreet  person, 
to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor,  pursu- 
ant to  the  constitution,  to  take  cognizance  of  all  crimes, 
offences  and  misdemeanors,  committed  within  the  town  of 
Lee,  whereof  justices  oi  the  peace  now  have,  or  may  here- 
after have,  jurisdiction.  And  the  court  hereby  established 
shall  hear  and  determine  all  suits,  complaints  and  prosecu- 
tions, in  like  manner  as  is  by  law  provided  for  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  and  authority  which  are  or  may  be  vested  in 
justices  of  the  peace,  and  shall  do  all  acts  necessary  to,  and 
consistent  with,  such  powers  and  authority;  and  the  said 


one  justice. 


Powers. 
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police  court  shall  also  have  original  jurisdiction  and  cogni-  Jurisdiction, 
zance  of  all  suits  and  actions  which  may  now,  or  at  any  time 
hereafter,  be  heard,  tried  and  determined  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  and  exclusive  juris- 
diction whenever  all  the  parties  reside  in  Lee  and  service 
of  the  writ  is  had  on  the  defendai?t  in  said  county ;  and  no 
writ  in  any  such  action  or  suit  shall  be  made  returnable  be- 
fore any  justice  of  the  peace  within  said  town  of  Lee,  but 
to  said  police  court  only ;  and  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  Appeal  auowed. 
from  all  judgments  of  said  police  court  in  like  manner  and 
to  the  same  extent  that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law 
from  judgments  of  justices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justices  of 
^aid  police  court  shall  not  be  of  counsel  or  attorney  to  any 
party  in  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  which  may  be  piending 
in  said  court. 

Sect.  2.  All  warrants  issued  by  said  court  shall  be  made  Retumsof  war- 
returnable,  and  shall  be  returned,  before  paid  court;  and  no 
warrant  shall  be  issued  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  within 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  except  by  the  standing  justice  or 
one  of  the  special  justices  of  said  court,  for  any  crime  or 
offence  committed  within  said  town  of  Lee. 

Sect.  3.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crimi-  Fines. fonvitures, 

etc.,      how      ac- 

nal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  recovered  by  or  paid  into 'counted  tor. 
the  hands  of  said  justice  of  said  court,  shall  be,  by  him,  ac- 
counted for  and  paid  over,  to  the  same  persons,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  t'^e  same  penalties,  as  are  by  law  pre- 
scribed in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace.  All  costs  in  such 
prosecutions  not  thus  received  shall  be  made  up,  taxed,  cer- 
tified and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  4.  The  justice  of  said  court  shall  be  allowed  to  compensation. 
retain  for  his  annual  compensation,  out  of  the  fees  received 
by  him  for  his  services  as  said  justice,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  year,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for 
any  part  of  a  year :  provided,  his  fees  for  services  in  crimi-  Proviso. 
nal  business  amount  to  the  said  sum  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars per  year;  if  not,  he  shall  be  allowed  to  retain  whatever 
sum  of  money  said  fees  amount  to.  And  the  said  justice 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year, 
pay  over  to  the  county  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Berkshire, 
all  the  surplus  fees  received  by  him  from  said  criminal  busi- 
ness, over  and  above  said  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  5.     A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justices  at  some  fo°g;*i^i^7  ""^^ 
convenient  and  suitable  place,  to  be  provided  at  the  expense 
of  the  said  town  of  LeC;  on  two  several  days  of  each  week, 
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at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much  oftener  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes,  offences  and 
misdemeanors ;  and  said  courts  may  be  adjourned  from  day  . 
to  day,  by  the  justices  thereof,  and  at  such  other  times,  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions ; 
and  the  justice  of  said  court  shall  from  time  to  time  estab- 
lish all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly  and  uniform  conduct- 
ing of  the  business  thereof.  Complaints  may  be  received 
and  warrants  issued  by  him  at  all  reasonable  times  when 
said  court  is  not  in  session. 

justipes fees.  Sect.  6.  The  justicc  of  said  court  shall  be  allowed,  as  a 
compensation  for  his  services,  in  the  trial  and  determination 
of  civil  suits,  cognizable  by  said  court,  under  this  act,  to  tax, 
receive  and  retain  the  same  fees  now  allowed  by  law,  to  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  in  civil  cases. 

jusuce  to  keep       Sect.  7.     The  justicc  of  said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  rec- 

retum.  ord  of  all  procccdings  in  said  court,  and  shall  make  return, 

to  the  several  courts,  of  all  legal  processes  and  of  his  doings 
therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace  are  now 
required  by  law  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also,  annually,  in  the 
month  of  January,  exhibit  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Lee,  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  moneys  received  by  him. 

Pending  actions,      Sect.  8.     All  suits,  actious  and  prosecutions  which  shall 

how  disposed  of,  .         ,      f,  '■        .         . 

be  instituted  and  pendmg  before  any  justices  of  the  peace 
within  the  town  of  Lee  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall 
be  heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  been 
passed. 

T^^o  special  jus-  Sect.  9.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  two  special 
justices  of  said  court;  and  whenever  it  shall  happen  that 
the  standing  justice  of  said  court  shall  be  interested  in  any 
suit  or  prosecution  cognizable  in  said  court,  or  shall  from 
any  cause  be  unable  to  hold  said  court,  or  discharge  any  of 
the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act,  the  said  special  jus- 
tices shall  have  power  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending 
therein — the  said  cause  being  assigned  on  the  record  by  the 

Compensation,  standing  or  special  justices;  and  such  special  justices,  for 
services  rendered,  shall  be  paid,  by  the  standing  justice,  out 
of  his  salary,  such  sums  as  justices  of  the  peace  are  paid  for 
like  services. 

jus^i^ces,  appoint-      Sect.  10.     The  govemor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 

the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  justice 

and  special  justices  at  any  time  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  to  establish  the  City  of  Worcester.  Chap.  313 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.     The  city  council  of  the  city  of  Worcester  is  ciiy  oouncumay 

establish  flrc  de- 

hereby  authorized  to  establish  and  maintain  a  fire  depart-  partment. 
ment  in  said  city  of  Worcester,  consisting  of  one  chief 
engineer  and  six  assistant  engineers,  with  such  number  of 
companies,  firemen,  hosemen,  hook  and  ladder  men  and  fire 
policemen  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  public  good. 

Sect.  2.     The  city  council  shall  annually,  in  convention  of  ^J'jfj^  ^|^j|;^^er 
the  two  branches,  elect  said  chief  engineer  and  six  assistant  nuaiV?^"^*"  ^"" 
engineers,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for  one  year  from  the 
first  Monday  of  May,  next  succeeding  such  election,  and  until 
others  are  chosen  and   qualified  in  their  places.     The  said 
board  of  engineers  shall  be  governed  by  the  same  authority, 
and  exercise  the  same  rights  and  powers,  in  relation  to  the 
extinguishment  of  fires  as  firewards  now  possess  and  exer- 
cise by  law,  and  the  city  council  may,  by  concurrent  vote,  fe'^ove"etc  ™*^ 
remove  any  member  of  the  board  of  engineers,  and  at  any 
time  fill  any  vacancy,  caused  by  resignation  or  otherwise. 


Sect.  3.     The* city  council  may  appoint,  or  may  authorize  ^f^'^-^^^ 


tmentof 
hose- 


the  board  of  engineers  to  appoint,  such  number  of  firemen,  ™«"' «'"=• 
hosemen,  hook  and  ladder  men,  and  fire  policemen  as  they 
may  deem  expedient,  and  cause  certificates  of  membership 
to  be  issued,  signed  by  the  chief  engineer  and  clerk  of  the 
board  of  engineers,  and  delivered  to  each  person  who  may 
be  elected  or  appointed  a  member  of  the  fire  department. 
The  said  board  of  engineers  may  also  be  authorized  to  dis- 
charge any  member  or  company  of  the  fire  department,  in 
such  manner  and  on  such  conditions  as  the  city  council  shall 
direct. 

Sect.  4.     The  city  council  shall  fix  and  ordain,  from  time  cuy  conncii  may 

J  '  establish     duties 

to  time,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  fire  department,  in  ajirfp-'wers.j^uies 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  engines,  hydrants,  rescr-  ^  department, 
voirs  and  other  apparatus  belonging  to  the  city,  which  is 
used  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  and  may  establish  such 
rules  and  ordinances  as  they  may  deem  to  be  necessary  for 
the  conduct  of  citizens  who  may  be  present  at  any  fire,  and 
may  annex  penalties  for  the  breach  thereof,  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars  for  each  offence,  and  the  same  may  be  pros- 
ecuted for  and  recovered,  by  the  chief  engineer,  before  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction ;  and  all  penalties  so  recov- 
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ered  shall  be  appropriated,  by  the  board  of  engineers,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  fire  apparatus  of  said  city :  provided, 

Proviso.  such  rules  and  ordinances  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  the  con- 

stitution and  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Kepeaiofact.  Sect.  5.     From  and  after  the   organization  of  a  fire  de- 

partment under  this  act,  and  notice  thereof,  given  in  one  or 
more  newspapers,  published  in  said  city  of  Worcester,  by 
the  mayor  thereof,  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  special  and  pri- 
vate statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
establish  a  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of  Worcester,"  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Act  void,  uniesg,  Sect.  6.  The  provisious  of  this  act  shall  be  void,  unless 
submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  voters  of  the  city  of 
Worcester,  at  meetings  held  simultaneously  in  the  several 
wards,  upon  notice  duly  given,  at  least  seven  days  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meetings.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  7,  1855.] 

L/hap.  ol4  An  Act  in  relation  to  Conveyancps  and  Devises  of  Estates  for  Religions 

Purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

ftc.,T property      Sect.  1.     No  grant,  conveyance,  bequest,  devise  or  lease 
theoUVt'ot-ppv-  of  personal  or  real  estate  to,  nor  any  trust  of  such  personal 
tiTaUffice!''fu''be  or  Tcal  cstatc  for  the  benefit  of  any  person  and  his  succes- 
cepiCltcT*^'^'^'''  sors  in  any  ecclesiastical  office,  shall  vest  any  estate  or  in- 
terest in  such  person  or  in  his  successor,  and  no  such  grant, 
conveyance,  bequest,  devise  or  lease  to,  or  for  any  such  per- 
son by  the  designation  of  any  such  office,  shall  vest  any  es- 
tate or  interest  in  any  successor  of  such  person,  except  as 
may  be  already  provided  for  by  the  statutes  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  this  section  shall  not  be  deemed  to  admit 
the  validity  of  any  such  grant,  conveyance,  bequest,  devise 
or  lease  heretofore  made,  except  as  aforesaid. 
No  conveyance,      Sect.  2.     No  ffraut,  convevance,  bequest,  devise  or  lease 

ec,  for  tne  use  "  '  •'  '  ^  itt.j 

ofa  parish, to  vest  01  any  real  or  personal  estate  consecrated,  dedicated  or 

an.v  rii.ht,etc.,in  •'.,^.  ,-  iit  j 

any  person,  ex-  appropriated,  Or  intended  to  be  consecrated,  dedicated  or 

cept   as    is   now      rl        r  '  ' 

Snie3s"'etc^  ^'"^'  appropriated  to  the  purposes  or  support  of  religious  or  pub- 
lic worship,  for  the  use  of  any  parish,  congregation  or  soci- 
ety, shall  vest  any  right,  title  or  interest  in  any  person  or 
persons  to  whom  such  grant,  conveyance,  bequest,  devise  or 
lease  may  be  made,  except  as  may  be  now  provided  for  by 
the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth ;  unless  the  same  shall 
be  made  to  a  parish,  religious  society  or  corporation,  or- 
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ganized  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, regarding  parishes  and  religious  societies.  But 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  any  such  parish,  reli- 
gious societv  or  corporation  from  conveying  such  property 
on  a  bona  fide  sale  thereof  according  to  law. 

Sect.  3.     Any  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  description  Estates    hereto- 
named  in  section   second  of  this  act,  and  which  has  been  sf^an  be  deemed 

-  -  .,  iii'ii.t"*  'i^'*^   '"   trust, 

heretoiore  granted,  conveyed,  bequeathed,  devised  or  demised  etc. 
to  any  person  or  persons  in  any  ecclesiastical  office  or  orders, 
by  the  designation  of  such  office  or  orders  or  otherwise,  ex- 
cept in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  existing  stat- 
utes of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  held  in 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish,  congregation  or  society 
using  the  same,  and  shall,  unless  previously  conveyed  to  a 
parish,  religious  society  or  corporation,  as  provided  in  the 
last  preceding  section,  upon  the  death  of  the  person  or  per- ■[{p^"j^^eat^'j.'^etc.^, 
sons  in  whom  the  legal  title  shall  be  vested  at  the  time  of  p*»"'"i- 
the  passage  of  this  act,  vest  in  the  parish,  religious  society 
or  corporation,  occupying  or  enjoying  such  estate  as  afore- 
said :  provided,  such  a  parish,  religious  society  or  corpora-  I'roviso. 
tion,  organized  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  be  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  holding  the  title  thereto. 

Sect.  4.     In  all  cases  where  such  trusts  are  holden,  a  re-  be""mi(ir''^'hen 
port  of  the  same  shall  be  made,  annually,  to  the  parish,  re- P[,7n\'riVt!  in°der 
ligious  society  or  corporation,  for  whose  benefit  such  prop- p*^"*"-^"' *'^''" 
erty  is  holden,  under  the   penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each 
and  every  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  prosecut- 
ing therefor.  '  And  said  report  shall  set  forth  the  condition  to  set  forth  con- 

o  sr  dnlon   of   tuiids, 

of  said  funds,  the  interest  said  parish  or  other  religious  «•*« 
society  may  have  in  the  same,  the  manner  in  which  the  said 
property,  whether  personal  or  real,  may  have  accumulated, 
whether  by  taxes,  pew-rent,  donations,  bequests  or  other- 
wise, and  how  said  funds  are  invested,  or  how  they  may  have 
been  expended.  And  each  parish,  religious  society  or  cor- 
poration, to  whom  such  annual  report  is  made,  shall  cause  an 
attested  record  of  the  same  to  be  kept  on  their  books. 

Sect.  5,     In  the  event  such  parish,  relio'ious  society  or  Xitieshaiivci.tin 

.        -,  n  •  ^       ^  1  Commonwealth, 

corporation  shall  not  be   organized  as  aforesaid,  then,  and  I'lcertahi cases, 
in  that  case,  the  title  of  such  real  estate  shall  vest  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  same  effect,  as  estates  escheat  to   the   Common- 
wealth on  the  decease  of  intestates  leaving  no  kindred. 

Sect.  6.     Whenever  title  to  any  estate  shall  vest  in  the  ;Vc°o''nveyfi"sat- 
Commonwealth,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  last  preceding  i'^'^^''-"*'-' 
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section,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  attorney-general  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  upon  his  being 
satisfied  that  the  congregation  or  society  which  had  used, 
occupied  or  enjoyed  such  estate,  for  purposes  of  reli- 
gious or  public  worship,  prior  to  the  death  of  the' person 
or  persons  on  whose  decease  the  title  thereto  vested  in 
the  Commonwealth,  or  for  whose  use  the  same  was  origi- 
nally granted,  conveyed,  bequeathed,  devised  or  demised  to 
such  person  or  persons,  has  been  duly  organized  or  incor- 
porated, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  grant  and  convey  such  estate,  and  all 
the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  Commonwealth  therein 
and  thereto,  to  said  organized  or  incorporated  congregation 
or  society,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  for  which  the  same 
was  originally  granted,  conveyed,  bequeathed,  devised  or 
demised,  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Appj^oved  by  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 

Ch<zp.  315  An  Act  to  establish  the  Middlesex  North  Agricultural  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     William  Spcuccr,   Josiah    Gates,    and   Josiah 

Bartlett,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Middlesex  North  Agricultural 

Purpose.  Society,  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  the  me- 

chanic arts,  by  premiums   and  other  means,  in  the  city  of 

Location.  LowcU,  iu  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  with  all  the  powers  and 

rower|,privi-  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  re- 
strictions of  other  other  agricultural  societies  established 

Members.  Iq  this  Commouwcalth ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 

admit  members  from  the  towns  of  Chelmsford,  Dracut,  Bil- 
lerica,  Tyngsborough,  Dunstable,  Westford,  Tewksbury, 
Wilmington,  Burlington,  North  Reading,  South  .Reading,  and 
the  .city  of  Lowell. 

Entitled  to  state      Sect.  2.     Said    socicty  shall   be    entitled,  on   the    same 

bounty  on   same  .  •'  .       ,  ,  .       . 

terms  as  other  ag.  terms  as   othcr  incorporated  agricultural  societies,  to  rc- 

ricultiiral     socie-         .  r.,  p      ^        ^^  ii 

ties.  ceive,  annually,  out  oi  the   treasury  ot  the  Commonwealth, 

such  sum  as  any  other  incorporated  agricultural  socicty 
may  receive  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  forty-two  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  notwithstanding  the  restrictions  of 
that  chapter.       [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Fall  River  to  widen  a  Street.  Chap.  316 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  proper  authorities  of  the  city  of  Fall  River,  May  widen  street 
are  hereby  authorized  to  widen  Central  Street,  in  said  city, 
in  manner  provided  by  law  for  laying  out  and  altering 
streets  and  ways,  over  the  southern  portion  of  an  abandoned 
burial-ground  bordering  on  said  street,  so  as  to  cori'espoud 
in  width  and  general  direction  to  the  other  portions  of  said  . 
street. 

Sect,  2.     Said  city  authorities,  after  giving  thirty  days"  Jo  give  notice te- 

•'  '  o  o  ./  J        fore  removing  re- 

notice,  in  two  newspapers  published  in  said  city,  to  all  rela-  mains,  etc 
tives  and  friends  of  those  whose  remains  may  be  removed, 
shall,  at  its  own  expense,  remove  the  remains  of  the  dead, 
in  that  part  of  said  burial-ground  over  which  said  street 
shall  be  laid,  to  such  suitable  lots,  to  be  furnished  by  said 
city  in  any  cemetery  in  said  city,  as  the  said  relatives  may 
select,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  buried  under  the  direction 
of  such  friends  and  relatives. 

Sect.  3.     Nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  Title notimpaired 
as  in  any  degree  impairing  the  title   of  the  proprietors  of 
said  ground,  to  the  part  not  taken  for  said  street.    [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Monument  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Com-  Chap.  317 

pany. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Nathaniel  Heath,  Samuel  G.  Stinson,  and  Dun-  corporators, 
can  Bradford,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  Duration, 
passage  of  this  act,  by  the  name  of  the  Monument  Fire  and 
Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  i-ocation. 
Charlestown,  for  the  purpose  of  making  insurance  against 
losses  by  fire  and  against  maritime  losses  ;  with  all  the  pow-  5es"e'c "'''''"' 
ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities 
and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty- 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  other  general 
laws  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  in  force  relative  to 
insurance  companies. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock  ^I'J^yoo^/*"'^'^' 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 

30 


726  1855— Chapters  318,  319. 

in^shares of  $100  dollars  each,  with  liberty  to  increase  the.  same,   to  any 
Mav  increase  to    auiount  Hot  exccedino;  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 

$300,000.  r  ■  T  1 

Kpai  estate,        may  liold  real  estate,  for  its  use,  not  exceeding  twenty  thou- 

sand  dollars. 
Subject  to  gener-      Sect.  3.     Said  compauy  may  transact  any  business,  coming 

al  laws  ofinsur-       .  ,  .        ,  f    ^  •      •      '  •  •  i     '  •  Jt 

auce.  Within  the  purpose  oi  this  incorporation,  in  accordance  with 

the  general  laws  of  the  State  regulating  the  business  of  in- 
surance, and  shall  have  the  power  of  determiuino;,  by  its 

Dividends.  by-laws,  tbc  manner  of  making  and  apportioning  dividends 
to  its  members  and  stockholders,  and  such  other  by-laws  for 
the  regulation  of  its  business  as  shall  be  consistent  with  its 
powers  and  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Appi^oved  hy  the  Governor,  May  7,  1855,] 

Chap.  318  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to   authorize  Towns   to  take  Land   for   School- 
houses. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Actamended.  Sect.  1.     The  two  hundred  and  thirty-scventh  chapter,  of 

the  statutes  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight,  is  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"forty,"  and  inserting  therefor,  the  word  eighty,  in  the  first 
section  of  said  statute. 

Inconsistent  acts      Sect.  2.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the 

repealed.  _  .  .      ,  •  i  ,  i      i 

first  section  ol  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Govertior,  May  7,  1855.] 

Chap.  319  An  Act  to  authorize  William  Eimes,  of  the  Town  of  Marshfield,  to  propa- 
gate and  take  Herrings  or  Alewives  in  the  Brook  running  into  Cove 
Creek. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Getieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

hlrHnp?3?ou-  S^^T-  1-  William  Eames,  of  the  town  of  Marshfield,  in 
struct flshway.  i\^q  coiiuty  of  Plymoutli,  is  hereby  authorized  to  propagate 
herrings  or  alewives,  in  his  mill  pond,  in  said  Marshfield,  and 
shall  also  have  the  right  to  construct  a  good  and  sufficient 
fishway  to  and  from  said  pond  and  into  Cove  Creek,  and 
shall  also  have  the  right  to  catch  herrings  or  alewives  in 
said  creek  within  the  distance  of  forty  rods  below  the  dam 
Proviso.  of  said  pond:  provided,  said  distance  does  not  extend  down 
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said  creek  below  where  the  stream,  running  from  Carver's 
Grist  Mill,  empties  into  the  same. 

Sect.  2.     All  persons  taking  iish,  in  the  pond  and  brook  Penalty  for  un- 
named in  the  tirst  section  of  this  act,  without  the  consent  of  etc.       '""'^'' 
said  William  Eames,  or  who  shall  cause  obstructions  to  the 
passage  of  the  fish  to  and  from  said  pond,  shall  be  lial)le  to 
a  penalty  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  for  the  benefit  of 
said  Eames,  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same. 

Sect.  3.    All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  t^-^^'^tent  acts 

tr  repealed. 

act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  Duration, 
passaxe,  and  continue  in  force  twenty  years.     [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  change  the  place  for  holding-  certain  Probate  Courts  in  the       Chap.  320 
County  of  Plymouth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  terms  of  the  probate  courts,  which  are  now,  Pia^e  of  holding 

^  '  .  .  probate       courts 

by  law,  required  to  be  held  at  Rochester,  in  and  for  the  changed, 
county  of  Plymouth,  on  the  Wednesday  next  after  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May,  in  each  year;  and  on  the  Wednesday  next 
after  the  first  Tuesday  of  November,  in  each  year,  shall 
hereafter  be  held  at  Wareham,  in  said  county;  and  all  mat- 
ters and  processes,  which  are  now  returnable  to  said  court, 
at  said  Rochester,  on  the  respective  days  above  mentioned, 
may  be  returned  and  acted  upon  by  said  court,  at  said  Ware- 
ham,  on  said  days. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.  .  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1855.] 

An  Act  for  the  better  establishment  of  the  Police  Court  of  Newburyport.    Chap.  321 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, iti  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  • 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  standing  justice  of  the  police  court  of  the  salary  of  justice, 
city  of  Newburyport,  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  not 
less  than  eight  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  which,  if 
above  that  sum,  shall  be  determined,  not  oftener  than  once 
in  each  year,  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  city  government  of  said  city;  and  said  salary  shall  be 
paid  to  him  in  equal  quarterly  payments  out  of  the  treasury 
of  said  city,  and  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  which  he  now 
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is,  and  shall  hereafter  be,  required  or  authorized  to  perform 
as  said  justice. 

Appointment  of  Sect.  2.  The  iiiayor  aud»  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New- 
buryport,  shall  forthwith,  and  hereafter,  in  the  month  of 
January,  annually,  and  whenever  a  vacancy  may  occur,  ap- 
point a  suitable  person  to  be  clerk  of  said  police  court, 
who  shall  be  paid  for  his  services,  as  said  clerk,  an  annual 
salary,  the  amount  of  which  shall  be  determined  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  salary  of  the  standing  justice,  and  paid  in 
quarterly  payments  from  the  treasury  of  the  city. 

Clerk,  pro  tern.  Sect.  3.  In  casc  of  the  abscncc  or  death  of  said  clerk, 
the  said  justice  may  appoint  a  clerk  pro  tempore,  who  shall 
be  paid  pro  rata,  —  said  pay,  in  case  of  absence,  to  be 
deducted  from  the  salary  of  the  standing  clerk, — and  who 
shall  officiate  until  the  standing  clerk  shall  resume  his  duties, 
or  until  another  clerk  shall  be  appointed. 

standing  clerk  to  Sect.  4.  The  Standing  clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duties,  and  shall  give  bonds  to  the  city 
in  such  sum  as  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  order,  with  a  surety  or  sureties,  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  said  board,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  his  office  and  of  duties  prescribed 
for  him  in  this  act. 

To  keep  separate  Sect.  5.  The  clcrk  shall  attend  all  sessions  of  tlie  police 
court,  whether  for  the  transaction  of  civil  or  criminal  busi- 
ness, and  shall  keep  a  true  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
said  court  ;  and  the  record  of  proceedings  in  civil  cases, 
shall  be  kept  in  a  different  book,  and  separate  from  the  rec- 
ords of  proceedings  in  criminal  cases. 

To  make  all  war-  Sect.  6.  The  Said  clcrk  shall  make  all  warrants,  writs 
and  processes  which  shall  be  ordered  by  said  court,  and  tax 
all  bills  of  costs,  and  receive  all  fines  and  forfeitures  and 
fees  awarded  and  payable  in  said  court,  and  all  fees  for 
blanks  and  copies  in  civil  and  criminal  suits. 

Fines,  etc.,  how      Sect.  7.     All  the  fccs  reccivcd  by  said  clerk,  both  civil 

disposed  of.  -,'•-,•    ^  -,•,        ^  .  .       .        ^ 

and  criminal,  with  all  the  costs  in  criminal  prosecutions 
which  have  been  taxed,  certified  and  allowed,  and  the  fines 
and  forfeitures  which  enure  to  benefit  of  the  city  of  New- 
buryport,  shall  be  collected  by  said  clerk  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  justices  of  the  peace,  in  like  cases,  and 
shall  be,  by  him,  once  a  quarter,  accounted  for  in  detail  and 
paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Newburyport, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  pay  from  the  costs  so  received,  the 
officers,  witnesses  and  other  persons  whose  fees  have  been 
taxed,  certified  and  allowed  by  said  clerk. 
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Sect.  8.     Whenever  the  said  police  court  shall  be  held  ?fjn.r^^  of  special 
by  either  of  the  special  justices  thereof,  the  said  special 
justices  shall  receive  in  compensation  for  their  services,  the 
same  sura  per  day  that  is  paid  to  the  standing  justice,  to  be 
deducted  from  the  salary  of  the  said  statidino;  justice. 

Sect.  9.  The  said  police  court,  in  addition  to  the  juris-  Jurisdiction, 
diction  which  it  now  has,  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors  committed  withia 
the  said  city  of  Newburyport,  whereof  the  said  police  court 
and  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Essex  now  have 
jurisdiction ;  and  said  police  court  shall  also  have  original 
jurisdiction  and  cognizance  of  all  suits  and  actions  whereof 
any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Essex  now  has  or 
hereafter  may  have,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction,  whenever  any 
person,  summoned  as  trustee  in  any  such  action,  resides  in 
the  city  of  Newburyport  and  service  has  been  made  on  said 
supposed  trustee :  provided,  however,  that  nothing  in  this  Proviso, 
act  contained,  shall  prevent  any  prosecution,  within  said 
county,  returnable  before  said  court;  but  no  fees  shall  be 
allowed  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  any  such  warrant, 
unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  there  was  just  and 
reasonable  cause  for  issuing  it,  and  also  that  nothing  in  this 
act,  shall  prevent  any  action  being  returned  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas. 

Sect.  10.  The  standing  justice  of  said  court,  or  either  wamnts  in  cer- 
of  the  special  justices,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Essex,  may  issue  a  warrant  under  the  forty-ninth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  such  warrant  may  be 
maite  returnable  before  said  police  court;  but  no  justice  of 
the  peace,  within  the  said  city  of  Newburyport,  shall  exer- 
cise any  further  jurisdiction  than  to  issue  such  warrant;  and 
any  party  aggrieved,  by  the  judgment  of  said  court,  in  any  Appeal  allowed, 
case,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  may  appea,!  therefrom,  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  said  county  of  Essex,  in  the  man- 
ner now  provided  for  appeals  from  said  police  court. 

Sect.  11.  Neither  the  standing  justice  nor  the  clerk,  shall  Justices  and  ciert 
be  retained  as  counsel  or  attorney,  in  any  suit,  complaint  or  counsel. 
other  proceeding,  before  said  court,  nor  in  any  which  shall 
have  been  heard  or  examined  therein;  and  neither  of  the 
special  justices  shall  be  retained  or  employed  as  counsel 
or  attorney,  in  any  matter  which  shall  have  been  heard  or 
examined  before  them  respectively. 

Sect.  12.     A  court  shall  be  holden,  by  the  said  standing  court,  how  often 
justice,  or  one  of  the  special  justices,  at  some  suitable  place, 
to  be  provided  by  the  city,  on  every  day  of  the  week,  Sun- 
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days  excepted,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors,  and  on  one 
day  in  each  fortnight,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  by 
adjournment  as  much  oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the 
entry  and  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions;  and  the  justice  of 
said  court  shall,  from  time  to  time,  establish  all  necessary 
rules,  for  the  orderly  and  uniform  conducting  of  the  business 
thereof. 

J^sd^ction  not  Sect.  13.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  police  court  of  the  city 
of  Newburyport,  shall  not  be  limited  by  reason  of  any  inter- 
est, on  the  part  of  the  justices  of  said  court,  or  either  of 
them,  in  the  payment  of  fines  and  costs  into  the  treasury  of 
the  city  of  Newburyport  or  of  the  county  of  Essex. 

incoTiBiatent  acts      Sect.  14.     All  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with  this 

repealed.  ^  ' 

act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  15.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  June,  next.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
9,  1855.] 

Chap.  322  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  VVoburn  Lyceum  Hall  Association,  in  Woburn. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represfnta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Abijah  Thompson,  J.  B.  Winn  and  J.  P.   Con- 

verse, their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Woburn  Lyceum  Hall  Asso- 

Furpose.  ciatiou,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  in  the  town  of  Woburn 

buildings  necessary  and  convenient  for  a  public  hall;  with 
all  the  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities 
and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes:  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  property 
shall  be  at  any  time  leased,  let  or  used,  for  illegal  purposes. 

^smp^nJl^rrx-      ^ECT.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold  such  real  and  per- 

ceed $50,000.  sonal  property,  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  amount,  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  9,  1855.] 
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An  Act  concerning  the  Study  of  Anatomy.  Chap.  323 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  powers  and  duties  conferred  upoa  over-?"^e'-8,  etc.con- 

^  ^  terred  upon  over- 

seers  or  the  poor,  by  the  two  hundred  and  forty-second  ^""o'" ^'■estate 

t^  '        J  ^  "  almshouses. 

chapter,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
five,  are  hereby  also  conferred  upon  the  overseers  and  su- 
perintendents of  State  almshouses. 

Sect.  2.     No  person  shall  buy,  sell,  or  have  in  his  pos-Tvafflckin?.etc., 
session,  for  the  purpose  ot  buyins;  or   selling,  or  otherwise 
tratficking  in,  any  human  dead  body. 

Sect.  3.  Any  person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  violating  renait^y  for vioia- 
the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  or  to  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail, 
for  a  term  riot  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  three 
years.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fisheries  of  the  Oyster  Pond  River  Company  in  Chcip.  324 
the  Town  of  Falmouth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  William  Gifiord,  Stephen  Dillingham,  their  as- ^'c^'ivefisiiery. 
sociates  and  successors,  in  the  town  of  Falmouth,  in  the 
couuty  of  Barnstable,  are  hereby  authorized,  under  the 
name  of  the  Oyster  Pond  River  Company,  to  regulate  the 
river  running  from  Oyster  Pond  to  Hogg  Island  Harbor,  so 
far  as  is  necessary  for  an  alewive  fishery;  said  company  to 
have  sole  control  and  benefit  of  said  fishery  :  provided,  that  Proviso, 
no  individual  rights  shall  be  infringed  thereby. 

Sect.  2.     All  persons  unlawfully  taking  fish  from  said  iS^aS" 
pond  or  river,  or  causing  obstructions  to  the  passage  of  fish®'°" 
to  or  from  said  pond  or  river,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  not  less   than  two  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars,  to  be 
recovered  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the   same,  for  the 
use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  therefor. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  it.s 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 
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Chap.  325  An  Act  to  authorize  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  Society,  in  Swanzey,  to 
^  sell  Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Church  and  soci-      Sect.  1.     The  Fii'st  Baptist  Church  and  Society,  in  S^vau- 
estate.  zQj,  is  hcrcbj  authorized  to  sell  certain  real  estate  which 

said  church  and  society  now  hold  and  possess;  it  being  lands 
laid  out  and  reserved,  by  the  original  proprietors  of  said 
Swanzey,  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  public  wor- 
ship of  Almighty  God,  called  Teachers'  and  Pastors'  Lands. 
Trustees  to  c.nc-      Sect.  2.     The  trustccs  of  said  church  and  society,  for  the 

cute  deed 

time  being,  shall  hereby  have  power  to  deed  a  part  or  all 
of  the  said  land  to  any  purchaser  or  purchasers,  and  the 


p 


r.>ceedsto  be  in- proceeds  of  such  salc  shall  be  safely  invested,  and  the  in- 
come, only,  expended  annually  for  the  purposes  for  which 
the  said  lands  were  originally  granted. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     l^Ajjproved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 

Chap.  326  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England 

Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Mav   purchase       The  Ncw  Euoland  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  may 

and  hold  real  es-  i,,.,i  -i^  pt.,  .iit  j 

tate.  purchase  real  estate  in  the  city  oi  hoston,  to  hold,  and  may 

hold  real  estate,  so  purchased,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
one-fourth  part  of  the  accumulated  fund  of  said  company,  at 
the  time  of  making  any  such  purchase.  {^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 

Chap.  327  An  Act  in  addition  to  An,  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  in  the  Town 

of  Haverhill. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Act  of  1851  Sect.  1.     The  second  section  of  the  forty-ninth  chapter 

of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  the  Town  of  Haverhill,"  is  hereby  amended,  so  that 

Mav  expend  not  thc  board  of  engineers  may  be  allowed  to  expend  any  sum, 

exceeding  $600  ill  ...  ; '     ,  i        j    j     n  •  v        ^^ 

an'  one  year,  for  not  cxcccding  SIX  huudrcd  dolJars  m  any  one  year,  for  the 
purposes,  p^^^^p^ggg  gpgcified  iu  the  seventh  section  of  the  one  hundred 
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and  thirty-eig'htli  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  unless  the  town 
shall  have  authorized  a  larger  appropriation. 

Sect.  2.     This  act   shall  be  void,  unless  it  shall  be  ac-  ^.^t  void,  unless, 
cepted  and  approved,  by  the  legal  voters   of  said  town  of 
Haverhill,  at  a  meeting  held  for  that  purpose.     [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Salary  of  the  Attorney  of  the  CommonweaUh  for  Chcij).  328 
the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  sai^ary,  $3,000  a 
attorney  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  county  of  Sufiolk 
shall  receive  a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to 
be  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  treasury  of  said  Commonwealth, 
and  to  be  in  full  for  all  services  rendered  by  him ;  and  he 
shall  render,  to  the  treasurer  of  said  county,  a  quarterly 
account,  of  all  fees,  bills  of  costs  and  moneys  received  by 
him  by  virtue  of  his  office,  and  shall  account  with  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  same. 

Sect.  2.     Section  second  of  the  sixty-seventh  chapter  of  ^a^\\°f  «ct  re- 
the  statutes  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five  is 
herebv  repealed.     [Approved  by  the   Governor,  May  10, 
1855.] 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  several  Acts  concerning  Husband  Chap.  329 

and  Wife. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Whenever  any  instrument,  made  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  certain    instru- 

>'  '  ''  Oft    men's  made  valid 

third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  approved  the  twenty-nith  ^^^y'ltc'"'"^*'''" 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five,  entitled  *'An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts 
concerning  Husband  and  Wife,"  shall  be  recorded  after  the 
expiration  of  ninety  days,  from  the  delivery  thereof,  such 
record  shall  be  valid  and  effectual  as  against  any  convey- 
ance, attachment  on  mesne  process,  or  seizure  on  execution, 
made  after  such  recording.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  10,  1855.] 
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Extension  of 
wharves. 


Rights,  etc. 


Provided,  also. 


Chap.  330  An  Act  to  authorize  Nathan  Mathews,  Edward  D.  Peters  and  Company, 
and  the  Winnisimmet  Company  to  extend  their  Wharves  in  the  Town  of 
Chelsea. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  Nathan  Mathews,  Edward  D.  Peters  and  Com- 
pany, and  the  Winnisimmet  Company  are  hereby  authorized 
to  extend  their  wharves  on  Marginal  Street,  and  also  their 
wharf  adjoining  the  shipyard  of  Jotham  Stetson,  on  Medford 
Street,  in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  to  the  line  established  by 
"An  Act  to  preserve  that  part  of  the  Harbor  of  Boston 
called  Chelsea  Creek,  and  to  prevent  encroachments  there- 
in," passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-nine ;  and  they  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at 
the  end  and  sides  of  said  wharves  and  receive  wharfage 
and  dockage  therefor :  provided,  hotvever,  that  this  grant 
shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  flats  or  land  of  this 
Commonwealth,  lying  in  front  of  the  flats  of  any  other  per- 
son, or  which  would  be  comprehended  by  the  true  lines  of 
such  flats,  continued  to  the  said  commissioners'  line :  and 
provided,  also,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as  may  be  con- 
structed below  low- water  mark,  shall  be  built  on  piles,  which 
piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other,  than  six  feet  in  the 
direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse  direc- 
tion, and  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  impair  the  legal  rights 
of  any  person. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     '[Approved  by  the  Goveriior,  May  10,  1855.] 

Chap,  ool  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  M.illbury  and  Southbridge 

Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

mJseiti^us'et^c'^  Sect.  1.  The  Millbury  and  Southbridge  Railroad  Com- 
'pany,  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  their  road,  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  divide  the  same  into  three 
sections,  as  follows :  The  westerly  section  to  commence  at 
some  convenient  point  in  the  town  of  Webster  or  Dudley, 
and  extend  to  the  western  terminus  of  said  road  in  the  town 
of  Southbridge.  The  remainder  of  the  chartered  line  of 
the  road  of  said  company  shall  be  divided  into  two  sections, 
in  such  manner  as  the  directors  of  said  company  may  deem 
most  convenient  for  construction. 
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Sect.  2,     Before  said  company  shall  commence  tlic  con-  Ensineer  to  esti- 
struction  of  any  section  of  their  road,  they  shall,  by  a  com- construction, 
petent  engineer,  cause  to  be  made  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  expense  necessary  for  the  construction  of  such  section; 
and  said  company  shall  not  commence  the  construction  of  i^'o*  to  commence 

,,    ,,      .  1     ..11  ,  ^  ,  ,  .       .  ,      construction    till 

any  section  oi   their  road  till  a  bona  fide  subscription  to  ^°""  fi<^e   sui.- 

•' ,  I         1      1 1     I  1  1  scription  be  made 

their  stock  shall  be  made  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  esti-?,'"^  « /e'-tmcate 

,,  .'-  tliereof  filed  witli 

mated  cost  or  such  section  made  as  aforesaid.    And  further- ?r'''<^"""y  "f,V'® 

Commonwealth. 

more,  said  company  shall  not  commence  the  construction  of 
any  section  of  their  road,  until  a  certificate  shall  have  been 
filed  with  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  subscribed 
and  sworn  to  by  the  president  of  said  company  and  a  major- 
ity of  the  directors  thereof,  stating  that  the  amount  herein- 
before required  to  be  subscribed,  before  commencing  the 
construction  of  said  section,  has  all  been  subscribed  for  by 
responsible  parties,  and  that  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  same 
has  actually  been  paid  in;  and  no  share  of  said  stock  shall 
be  issued  at  less  than  the  par  value  named  in  the  charter; 
and  if  any  section  or  sections  of  said  road  shall  not  be  con- ^^^''°'^^'  ""i^ss, 
structed  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  this  act,  and  the 
act  to  which  it  is  in  addition,  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  such 
sections  are  concerned,  and  no  further,  any  thing  in  such 
acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  elfect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  William  Cook  to  extend  his  Wharf.  ChcW.  332 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

William  Cook,  proprietor  of  a  wharf  in  the  town  of  Dux-  ^^arr*^"^ 
bury,  is  hereby  authorized  to  extend  and  maintain  the  same 
into  the  harbor,  to  a  distance  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
feet,  including  the  present  structure  :  provided,  that  the  said  Proviso, 
wharf  shall  not  extend  into  the  harbor  so  as  to  impede  the 
navigation  of  said  harbor ;  and  he  shall  have  the  right  to  ^'eht,  etc. 
lay  vessels  at  the  said  wharf,  and  receive  dockage  and  wharf- 
age therefor :  provided,  that  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  impair 
the  legal  rights  of  any  person.     [^Approved  by  the  Goverrior, 
May\b,  1855.] 
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Chcip.  333  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod  Steamboat  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-  ' 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     MatliGw  Starbuck,  John  H.  Shaw,  Amos  Otis, 

Edward  W.  Perry,  Alexander  Baxter,  Reuben  Hallett,  James 
Easton,  2d,  Isaac  Macy,  Edward  Field,  their  associates,  suc- 
cessors and  assigns,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod  Steamboat  Company, 

Purpose.  for  the  purpose  of  running  steamboats  and  sailing  vessels, 

for  the  convenience  of  the  public  travel  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  merchandise,  between  Nantucket  and  Hyannis,  and 
between  Nantucket  and  other  ports  and  places,  and  for  the 

porrers,  privi-  towing  of  sMps  and  vessels ',  with  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restric- 
tions, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

a^nP;,'n?i^  ^'°<^^''  Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  mav  hold  such  real  and  per- 
sonal  estate  as  may  be  necessary  lor  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
but  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not  exceed  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mder^a^r^  ^^^"^"^  Sect.  3.  No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  actually  paid 
in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be 
first  issued,  and  the  par  value  is  hereby  fixed  at  one  hundred 
dollars  for  each  share.  [^Approved  by  the  Govermor,  May 
15,  1855.] 

Chap.  334     An  Act  relating  to  the  Salaries  of  certain  Officers  in  the  State  Prison. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Salaries  estab-         Sect.  1.     Froui  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the 
.      '  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  the  salaries 

j  of  the  turnkeys  and  watchmen,  clerk  and  chaplain,  at  the 

State  Prison,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  Each  turnkey  shall 
■receive  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  the  watchmen  shall  re- 
ceive seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  clerk  eleven 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  chaplain  eleven  hundred  dollars, 
each  per  year,  which  sums  shall  be  paid  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments by  the  warden  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  prison. 
Jnconsjstcnt  acts  Sect.  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15, 
1855.] 
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An  Act  to  establish  the  East  Boston  Free  Bridge.  Chcip.  335 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.     Henry  D.   Gardner,  Morrell  Cole,  Watson   G.  corporator..  / 
Mayo,  Noah  Sturtevant,  George  W.  Gerrish,  Henry  Jones, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion by  the  name  of  the  East  Boston  Free  Bridge. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to  build  May  construct 
a  bridge  across  Chelsea  Creek  from  a  point  beginning  on  liomidaries. 
the  north  line  of  Condor  Street,  at  a  point  where  the  west- 
erly line  of  Meridian  Street,  if  produced,  would  strike  the 
north  line  of  Condor  Street,  then  running  easterly  on  the 
last  mentioned  line  forty  feet,  then  turning  and  running 
northerly  (at  a  right  angle  with  said  Condor  Street)  straight 
to  the  commissioners'  line  on  Chelsea  Creek,  so  called ;  com- 
mencing again  at  the  point  of  beginning,  and  running  north- 
erly towards  the  channel  parallel  with,  and  forty  feet  distant 
from  the  last  mentioned  line,  and  at  right  angles  with  said 
Condor  Street,  extending  from  Condor  Street  to  the  com- 
missioners' line,  thence  across  the  channel  of  Chelsea  Creek 
to  the  commissioners'  line  on  the  Chelsea  side,  thence  to 
Pearl  Street  in  said  Chelsea,  as  it  now  is.  Which  bridge  ^"J^^^Jj^^''^'''* 
shall  be  well  built  of  good  materials,  not  less  than  forty 
feet  wide,  with  sufficient  railings  for  the  protection  of  pas- 
sengers, with  a  pivot  or  turn-table  draw  made  upon  E.  G.  - 
Brown's  plan,  with  two  openings,  each  not  less  than  sixty 
feet  wide :  which  draw  shall,  at  all  times,  on  demand,  be 
opened  for  the  passage  of  vessels  that  cannot  pass  under 
said  brida;e.     And  incase   any  such  vessel,  about  to  pass  forfeit  for  deten- 

O  i/  /  X  tiOH  01  VCSS6j3. 

said  bridge,  shall  be  detained  more  than  thirty  minutes,  the 

corporation  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  owner  or  owners  of 

such  vessel,  a  sum  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten 

dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  contract  in  any  court 

proper  to  try  the  same,  and  no   toll  shall  be  demanded  of  Toupee. 

any  person  or  persons   who  shall  pass   over  said  bridge. 

Said  corporation  shall  not  build  said  bridge  until  a  good  ^o^^'eauh"' 

and  sufficient  bond,  to  be  approved  by  the  treasurer  of  this 

Commonwealth,  in  the  penal  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars, 

shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  said  treasurer,  conditioned  to 

pay  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  that  may  be  incurred,  within 

the  meaning  and  intent  of  this  act.     Said  corporation  shall  corporation  na- 

'->  ^        .       ,      .  ,  ble  for  damages, 

be  liable  for  all  damages  to  travellers  over  said  bridge,  etc. 
happening  through  any  defect  of  the   same,  in  the  same  way 
and  manner  as  the  towns  are  liable  for  defects  in  public 
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hio:liwajs  and  bridges,  and  the  condition  of  the  bond,  herein 
before  mentioned,  shall  also  provide  for  the  payment  of  all 
damages  which  ma}'  be  so  sustained. 

Sect,  3.     The  said  corporation  are  to  receive,  hold  and 

anrchc/se^?^'""  conduct  Said  charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  for  the  benefit 

of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Chelsea,  in  the  county 

of  Suffolk,  subject  however  to  the  free  use  of  said  bridge  to 

the  public,  and  with  right  to  transfer  said  charter. 

Sect.  4.  If  said  bridge  is  not  built,  within  five  years  after 
the  passing  of  this  act  to  build  said  bridge,  then  the  said 
act  shall  be  void.  [Approved  by  the  Governor ^  May  15, 
1855.] 


Corporation      to 
hold    cliarter  fur 


Act  void,  unles: 
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Chap.  336    An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Medford  and  Charlestown  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Conrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  James  M.  Usher,  James  0.  Curtis,  Samuel  Teel, 
Jr.,  Albert  Hanscom,  Edwin  Wright,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of 
the  Medford  and  Charlestown  Railroad  Company,  with  power 
to  construct,  maintain  and  use  a  railway  or  railways,  with 
convenient  single  or  double  tracts,  from  such  point  or  points 
of  the  town  of  Medford  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  selectmen 
of  said  town,  with  the  assent  of  said  corporation,  in  writing, 
expressed,  and  filed  with  said  selectmen,  and  upon  and  over 
such  of  the  streets  and  highways  of  said  town  as  shall  be 
from  time  to  time  fixed  and  determined,  by  said  selectmen, 
with  the  written  assent  of  said  corporation,  filed  as  afore- 
said, to  the  intersection  of  the  same  with  the  streets  and 
highways  of  the  town  of  Somerville,  and  thence  upon  and 
over  such  of  said  streets  as  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed 
and  determined,  by  the  selectmen  of  said  Somerville,  with 
the  assent,  in  writing,  of  said  corporation,  filed  with  said' 
selectmen,  and  also  over  and  on  such  other  land  in  said 
Medford  and  Somerville  as  said  corporation  may  elect  to 
build  their  road  over  and  upon,  to  some  point  where  said 
railroad  shall  insersect,  in  said  Somerville,  with  the  railroad 
of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company :  provided,  however, 
that  all  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall  be  laid  at  such  distances 
from  the  sidewalks  in  said  towns  as  the  selectmen  of  said 
towns  respectively  shall,  in  their  orders  fixing  the  routes  of 
said  railroad,  determine  to  be  for  the  public  safety  and  con- 
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venience.  And  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  fix,  Kates  of  fare. 
from  time  to  time,  such  rates  of  compensation,  for  trans- 
porting persons  or  property,  as  they  may  think  expedient; 
and  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  Notice  to  ^;°3«°«  *°  *''"*- 
abutters  on  streets,  in  which  it  may  be  proposed  to  lay  the 
tracks  of  said  corporation,  shall  be  given  by  the  publication 
iu  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  said  towns  of 
Somerville  and  Charlestown  respectively,  if  there  be  any 
such  newspaper  or  newspapers,  fourteen  days,  at  least,  be- 
fore the  location  of  any  such  tracks,  and  also  by  posting  up 
in  three  public  places,  in  each  of  the  towns  of  Medford  and 
Somerville,  notices  of  said  proposed  location  fourteen  days, 
at  least,  prior  to  such  location  :  provided,  however,  that,  at  P'o^so. 
any  time  a-fter  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  opening, 
for  use,  of  the  tracks  of  said  railroad,  in  any  street  in  which 
the  same  may  be  located,  as  provided  by  this  charter,  the 
selectmen  of  Medford  and  Somerville  respectively,  may,  by 
vote  of  the  major  part  thereof,  determine  as  to  so  much  of 
said  track  as  is  located  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
towns,  that  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  be  discontinued; 
and  thereupon  the  said  location  shall  be  deemed  to  be  re- 
voked, so  far  as  regards  such  part  as  they  shall  order  to  be 
discontinued,  and  the  tracks  in  that  part  thereof  shall  be 
forthwith  taken  up  and  removed,  in  conformity  with  such 
vote  or  order  of  said  selectmen :  provided,  such  taking 
up  and  removal  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  said  railroad 
company. 

Sect.  2.  The  corporation  hereby  created,  may  enter  upon  Hn^l^^  "''^^'^ 
and  use  the  track  of  the  iliddlesex  Railroad  Company,  in 
such  mode  and  upon  such  rates  of  compensation  as  may  be 
agreed  upon;  or,  in  case  of  disagreement,  such  mode  and 
rates  shall  be  fixed  by  three  commissioners,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  supreme  judicial  court. 

Sect.  3.  Either  of  said  towns  of  Medford  or  Somerville  'J'^^ns  may  pur- 
may,  at  any  time  after  the  continuance  of  the  charter  of  said 
corporation,  and  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the 
opening  of  said  road,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  use,  purchase 
that  part  of  the  corporate  property  of  the  company  which 
relates  to,  or  lies  within,  their  limits,  paying  therefor  a  just 
proportional  part  of  the  sum  which  will  then  reimburse  to 
each  person,  who  may  then  be  a  stockholder  therein,  the 
par  value  of  his  stock,  together  with  a  net  profit  of  ten  per 
cent,  per  annum  from  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the   said 
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To  be  operated  by 
horse  power  only. 


stock  to  him,  on  the  books  of  the  corporation,  deducting- there- 
from the  dividends  received  by  said  stockholders  thereon, 
to  be  ascertained  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
supreme  judicial  court. 

Sect.  4.  Said  tracks  or  roads  shall  be  operated  and 
used,  by  said  corporation,  "with  horse-power  only,  and  it  shall 
not  connect  its  track  with  any  other  railroad  on  which  steam- 
power  is  used.  The  selectmen  of  said  towns  shall  have 
power,  at  all  times,  to  make  all  such  regulations,  as  to  the 
rate  of  speed  and  mode  of  use  of  the  tracks,  as  the  public 
convenience  and  safety  may  require. 

Corporation    to      Sect.  5.     Said  corporatiou  shall  keep  and  maintain  in  re- 
keep     in    repair  "  l 

|'g^*g*j'^«/^"'"^"''g- pair  such  portion  of  the  street  and  bridges  respectively,  as 
shall  be  occupied  by  their  tracks,  and  shall  be  liable  for 
any  loss  or  injui'y  that  any  person  may  sustain,  by  reason  of 
any  carelessness,  neglect  or  misconduct  of  its  agents  and 
servants,  in  the  management,  construction  or  use  of  said 
tracks,  roads  or  bridges;  and  in  case  any  recovery  shall  be 
had  against  either  of  said  towns,  by  reason  of  such  defect 
or  want  of  repair,  said  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  pay  to 
such  towns  respectively,  or  either  of  them,  any  sums  thus 
recovered  against  them,  together  with  all  costs  and  reason- 
able expenditures  incurred  by  them  respectively,  in  the  de- 
fence of  any  such  suit  or  suits  in  which  recovery  may  be  had  ; 
and  said  corporation  shall  not  incumber  any  portion  of  the 
streets  or  bridges,  not  occupied  by  said  road  or  tracks. 

Sect.  6.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  ob- 
struct said  corporation  in  the  use  of  said  road  or  tracks, 
or  the  passing  of  the  cars  or  carriages  of  said  corporation 
thereon,  such  person,  and  all  who  shall  be  aiding  or  abetting 
therein,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine,  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  or  may  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Sect.  7.  If  said  corporation,  or  its  agents  or  servants, 
shall,  wilfully  and  maliciously,  obstruct  any  highway,  or  the 
passing  of  any  carriages  over  the  same,  such  corporation 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sect.  8.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each ;  and  no  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sura  or  amount,  to  be 
actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares 
which  shall  be  first  issued. 


T'enaltj'  for  ob- 
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Sect.  9.     Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase  May  how  rcai 

Gstatc 

and  hold  such  real  estate,  within  said  towns,  or  either  of 
them,  as  may  be  convenient  or  necessary  for  the  purposes 
and  mana2:ement  of  said  road. 

Sect.  10.  The  said  road  shall  be  constructed  and  main-  ^/^^^ *°"^  ^*"^* 
tained'in  such  form  and  manner,  and  upon  such  grade,  and 
with  such  gauge,  as  the  selectmen  of  said  towns  respectively 
may,  in  their  votes  fixing  and  determining  the  routes  thereof 
as  aforesaid,  prescribe  and  direct;  and  whenever,  in  the 
judgment  of  said  corporation,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  alter 
the  grade  of  any  street  so  occupied  by  it,  such  alteration 
may  be  made  at  the  sole  expense  of  said  corporation,  pro- 
vided the  same  shall  be  assented  to  by  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  within  which  such  alteration  is  to  be  made. 

Sect.  11.     Xothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pre-  vent^uWoriSer 
vent  the  selectmen  of  either  of  said  towns  from  entering  ^"=- 
upon  and  taking  np  any  of  the  public  streets  or  bridges, 
traversed  by  said  railroad,  for  any  purpose  for  which  they 
may  now  lawfully  take  up  the  same. 

Sect.  12.  This  act  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  g\^^^°'*^'  ^^^^^' 
right  to  construct  said  road  in  either  of  said  towns,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  selectmen  of  such  towns 
respectively,  and  unless  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  said 
corporation,  and  unless  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  stock 
thereof  shall  be  paid  in  within  three  years  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  13.  Said  corporation  shall  ]xi  deemed  a  railroad  Keturns. 
corporation  so  far  as  to  be  subject  to  make  such  annual  re- 
turns to  the  legislature  as  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law, 
and  also  so  far  as  to  be  subject  to  all  existing  provisions  of 
law  for  the  assessment  and  payment  of  damages  for  the  land, 
outside  of  the  streets,  taken  by  them  for  their  track,  but  not 
to  the  other  general  provisions  of  law  in  relation  to  rail- 
road corporations. 

Sect.  14.     The  existence  of  said  corporation  is  hereby  Duration, 
limited  to  the  period  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
act :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  legislature  may,  at  any  proviso. 
time,  repeal  this  act,  or  limit,  restrict  or  annul  any  powers 
herein  granted.      [Appi'oved  by  the    Governor,  May   15. 
1855.]  " 
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Chap.  337  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  Nantucket  to  regulate  the  Fisheries  in 
all  the  Ponds,  Creeks  and  Harbors  in  the  County  of  Nantucket. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  atid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  town  of  Nantucket  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  at  any  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  town,  to  make  such  by-laws  as  may  be  deemed  expedi- 
ent, to  preserve  and  protect  the  fisheries  in  all  the  ponds 
and  creeks  within  the  county  of  Nantucket :  provided,  such 
by-laws  do  not  infringe  on  the  private  rights  of  any  person. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855,] 


May  make  by- 
laws. 


Proviso. 


Chap.  338 


Corporators. 


Purpose. 


Powers,  duties, 
etc. 


Annual  returns. 


Ufay  contract 
■with  other  rail- 
roads. 


Cities  may  pur- 
chase, etc. 


Capital  stock, 

$2B0,000. 


No  share.i  to  be 
issued  under  par. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Union  Railway  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  John  C.  Stiles,  Moses  M.  Rice,  and  T.  Russell 
Jencks,  their  associates  and  assigns,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Union  Railway  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  leasing  the  Cambridge  Railroad  and  any 
other  connecting  road ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes ;  and 
they  shall  be  deemed  a  railroad  company  so  far  as  to  be 
subject  to  make  such  annual  returns  to  the  legislature  as  are 
or  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  but  not  to  the  other  general 
provisions  of  law  relating  to  railroads. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract 
with  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company,  or  any  railroad  that 
may  enter  upon  or  connect  with  said  Cambridge  Railroad, 
to  do  and  perform  all  the  transportation  of  persons  and 
freight  upon  and  over  such  railroads,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

Sect.  3.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  cities  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Boston  respectively,  shall  have  power,  at  all 
times,  to  make  all  such  regulations  as  to  the  rate  of  speed 
and  manner  of  running  the  trains,  as 'the  public  convenience 
and  safety  may  require. 

Sect.  4.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each ;  and  no  share  of  the 
capital  stock  shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum,  to  be  actually 
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paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  of  those  first  issued.     Said  May  how  estate 
company  may  hold  such  real  and  personal  estate  as  may  be  °^'^®***''^' ^*"^- 
necessary  or  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.     [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Ladies'  Bethel  Society.  Chap.  339 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Martha  V.  Ball,  Rebecca  A.  Sibley,  and  Emily  corporators. 
Woodman,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Ladies'  Bethel  So- 
ciety ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  rowers,  duties, 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The   said  corporation  may  hold  personal  and  Keai and  personal 

•*■  cstflts  not  to  GX- 

real  estate  to  an  amount  not  to  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ceed  $50,000. 
and  may  expend  the  same,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  for  the  now  expended, 
erection  of  a  liouse  of  public  worship  among  seamen,  or  in  any 
other  Avay  to  promote  piety  and  the  worship  of  God  among 
seamen.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Accounts  of  Committees  of  the  Legislature.      Chcip.  340 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assetnbled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  provisions  of  the  thirty-third  chapter  of  "6^1*0  ^e 
the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  are 
hereby  extended  so  as  to  apply  to  the  accounts  of  commit- 
tees of  the  legislature. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company  Chcil).  341 
to  issue  Preferred  Stock.  *  * 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Boston  and  New  York  Central  Railroad  May  issue  pre- 
Company,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase  their  capital  ^^^"^"^ ^*°*^^" 
stock,  by  the  issue  of  shares  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
in  number :  provided,  however,  that  no  such  share  shall  be 
issued  for  a  less  amount  than  the  par  value  of  one  hundred 
dollars :  and  provided,  also,  that  the  existing  debt  of  said  Proviso. 
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company,  with  the  interest  which  has  or  shall  hereafter  ac- 
crue, may  be  converted  into  said  stock;  and  the  holders 
thereof  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  for  said  shares  by  sur- 
rendering to  said  company  their  said  claims,  and  giving  a 
discharge  in  full  therefor  to  said  company,  in  the  ratio  of 
one  hundred  dollars  of  debt  to  one  share  of  said  new  stock. 

?iaVs'!^"^''°°*^*'  Sect.  2.  Said  new  stock  shall  be  deemed  preferred  stock 
of  the  first  class,  and  the  holders  thereof  shall  be  forever 
entitled  to  the  first  dividends  of  the  net  earnings  of  the 
railroad  of  the  said  company  to  an  amount  not  exceeding- 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  per  share,  payable  semi-annually. 

fiirete!'*^lntmfd      Sect.  3.    Any  stockholder  of  said  company  paying  to  said 

llAsacinA'iusf.  compauy  one  hundred  dollars,  in  cash,  at  such  time  or  times, 
and  in  such  manner  as  the  directors  of  said  company  shall 
determine,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  share  of  said  first  class 
of  preferred  stock,  and  shall  also  thereby  have  the  right  to 
have  two  shares  of  the  present  stock  owned  by  him  put  into 
a  second  class  of  preferred  stock ;  and  the  holders  of  said 
second  class  of  preferred  stock  shall  be  forever  entitled, 
after  the  dividends  have  been  made  as  provided  in  section 
second,  to  the  second  dividends  of  the  net  earnings  of  the 
railroad  of  the  said  company,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  per  share,  semi-annually. 

^reftrretek""  ^ECT.  4.  After  the  said  dividends  shall  have  been  made 
to  the  holders  of  said  first  and  said  second  class  of  pre- 
ferred stock,  the  holders  of  the  present  stock,  not  preferred, 
shall  be  forever  entitled  to  the  third  dividends  of  the  net 
earnings  of  said  company,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six 
per  cent,  per  annum  per  share,  payable  semi-annually. 

Surplus.  Sect.  5.     After  said  dividends  shall  have  been  made  as 

hereinbefore  provided,  if  upon  any  year  there  shall  remain 
a  surplus  of  the  net  earnings  of  the  railroad  of  said  com- 
pany, the  same  shall  be  divided  equally  between  the  holders 
of  all  the  stock  of  said  company,  share  and  share  alike. 

When  to  take  cf-  g^cT.  6.  TMs  act  shall  not  take  effect,  until  said  com- 
pauy, at  a  special  meeting  of  its  stockholders,  duly  notified 
for  that  purpose,  shall  have  assented  to  the  provisions 
thereof  and  have  accepted  the  same.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lynn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.  Chap.  342 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.       Geor,tii;c    Hood,  Andrews   Breed,  Thomas   B.  corporators. 
Newhall,  William  T.  Johnson,  A.  S.  Moore,  Dean  Peabody, 
Charles  B.  Holmes,  I.  C.  Breed,  John  Batchelder,  Charles 
Merritt,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Lynn  Five  Cents  Savings  Name. 
Bank,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Lynn ;  with  all  the  J°^l^^l\^^'''''^- 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  iu  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  and  in  all  other  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth relating  to  institutions  for  savings. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  shall  receive  on  deposit  sums  deposits. 
as  small  as  five  cents. 

Sect.  3.  AVhenever  any  deposit  shall  be  made  by  any  ™^^Jg<;°  I'^y 
minor,  the  trustees  of  said  corporation  may,  at  their  discre- 
tion, pay  to  such  depositor  such  sums  as  may  be  due  to  him 
or  her,  although  no  guardian  shall  have  been  appointed  for 
such  minor,  or  the  guardian  of  such  minor  shall  not  have 
authorized  the  drawing  of  the  same;  and  the  check,  receipt ^'jj"j5f's'''^=«'p* 
or  acquittance  of  such  minor,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 
was  executed  by  a  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  the  said  minor 
was  of  full  age,  if  such  deposit  was  made  personally  by  said 
minor. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  elTect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  reduce  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Commercial  Insurance  Company  Chap).  343 
of  Nantucket; 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Commercial  Insurance  Company  of  Nan- ^^^^Jf {o^'^5o%ot 
tucket  are  hereby  authorized  to  reduce  their  capital  stock, 
from  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  to  divide  tCe  excess  among  the  stockhold- 
ers proportionally;  and  the  said  reduced  capital  stock  shall  ^'^a^ssso  each. 
be  divided  into  one  thousand  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  by  re-assur-^'^hentotate 
ance  or  compromise  with  the  assured,  said,  corporation  shall 
have  protected  or  relieved  itself  from  so  much  of  any  out- 
standing risk  as  exceeds  the  sum  of  ten  per  centum  of  its 
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reduced  capital,  aud  that  hereafter  said  corporation  shall 
Ten  per  ce»t.  of  not  takc  aiij  sum  on  any  one  risk  exceeding  ten  per  centum 
'o'ifSsk.'""''  of  the  amount  of  its  reduced  capital.      [Approved  by  the 

Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Char)  344  An  Act^authorize  the  Directors  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
^  to  release  certain  Lands  in  Cambndgeport. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Directors  author-      Qect.  1.     The  Dircctors  of  the  Hancock  Free    Bridge 
rfgbtsolconX-  Corporation  are  hereby  authorized  to  release  to  the  owners 
Cds,ctc.'-"''"'of  lands  lying   on  either   side  of  their  Causeway  in  Cani- 
brido-eport,  the  rio-ht,  title,  interest  and  estate  of  the  said 
corporation  in  and  to  lands  on  either  side  of  said  Causeway, 
whether   such  rights  be  easements,  incumbrances,  restric- 
tions, or  in  fee,  or  howsoever  otherwise. 
Duration.  Sect.  2.     TMs  act  shall  take  effect  from  the  date  ot  its 

passage,  and  shall  continue  in  force  three  years.    [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chap.  345  i;rA^rauMzu^Sd^^7th,^Re^^  of  the 

^  Meeting-house  in  Federal  Street,  in  the  Town  of  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
rr,.fle.uiai  conr-      Thc  prudcutial  committec  of  "  The  Proprietors  of  the 
?fsl^u%\"^t*e^  Meetino-.house  in  Federal  Street,  in  the  Town  of  Boston, 
are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  the  said  cor- 
poration in  Channing  Street,  in  the   city  of  Boston,  and  to 
purchase  other  real  estate,  to  be  used  and  occupied  as  a 
place  of  public  worship  by  the  said  proprietors,  and  to  exe- 
cute, deliver,  and  take  any  and  all  conveyances  necessary  to 
complete  the   said   sale   aud  the   said  purchase :  provided, 
Proviso.  that  they  shall  be  authorized  so  to  do  by  a  vote  ot  the  ma- 

jority of  the  said  proprietors  actually  present  and  voting  at 
a  legal  meeting  thereof.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
15,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  incorporating  the  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turn-  Chap,  346 
pike  Corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turnpike  Corporation,  ^^<^y  discontinue 

11  L^         •         1  1  TT  •  1  piirtion   ot   turu- 

are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  discontinue  that  i"'^e, etc. 
portion  of  the  turnpike  near  the  Forest  Hills  Station,  at 
West  Roxbury,  at  which  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail- 
road crosses  at  grade ;  and  are  further  empowered  to  avail 
themselves  of  any  road  laid  out  by  county  or  town  authori- 
ties, by  which  they  can  continue  their  turnpike  under  or 
over  the  railroad,  and  connect  said  turnpike  by  means  of 
said  county  or  town  road  ;  and  the  authority  hereby  given 
to  discontinue  shall  extend  to  any  portion  of  the  turnpike 
which  lies  between  the  termini  of  the  county  and  town  road 
which  is  to  connect  the  turnpike. 

Sect.  2.     In  case  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  portion  of  g°t'e*"°°  °^  *°^i- 
the  turnpike  above  described,  the  said  Turnpike  Corpora- 
tion are  authorized  to  alter  the  location  of  their  toll-gate, 
so  as  to  secure  the  same  rights  now  existing  by  virtue  of 
their  charter.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  lb,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  unite  the  Western,  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge,  and  the  Chap.  347 
Hudson  and  Boston  Railroads. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Western  Railroad  Corporation,  existing  in  ^'"ionofraiiroads 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  is  hereby  authorized 
to  unite  and  consolidate  with  itself,  in  one  corporation, 
and  with  their  consent,  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge 
Railroad  Company,  and  the  Hudson  and  Boston  Railroad 
Corporation,  existing  in  the  State  of  New  York,  at  such 
times  and  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  the  parties — such  united  corporation  to  be  called  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Corporation. 

Sect.  2.     The  corporation  united  and  formed  as  aforesaid  I'owere  etc.,of 

^  corporation. 

shall  have,  hold,  possess  and  enjoy  all  the  powers,  privileges, 
rights,  franchises,  property  and  estates  which,  at  the  time  of 
such  union,  may  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  several  uniting 
corporations,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric- 
tions, obligations  and  liabilities  to  which,  at  the  time  of  such 
union,  they  may  be  severally  subject;  and  neither  of  said 
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Chap.  348 
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corporations  shall  be,  by  such  union,  released  from  any  lia- 
bility or  obligation  under  which  it  may  be  to  any  person  or 
party,  nor  shall  existing-  liabilities  or  the  rights  of  creditors, 
be,  in  any  way,  impaired  by  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor^  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Cape  Cod  Telegraph  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  That  William  B.  Clum,  Walter  H.  Gilson.  and 
Charles  Spear,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  Cape  Cod  Telegraph 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining 
a  line  of  telegraph  from  Boston  to  Provincetown,  with 
branch  lines  to  Holmes's  Hole,  Nantucket,  Fall  River  and 
New  Bedford,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  necessary 
to  construct  and  maintain  the  same. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  authority  and 
power  to  erect  and  maintain  sucli  telegraphic  lines,  in  all  and 
each  of  the  cities  and  towns  tlirough  which  such  lines  must 
necessarily  pass,  and  to  sink  submarine  cables  of  wires  in 
such  places  as  may  be  necessary,  subject  to  all  the  provis- 
ions, restrictions  and  duties,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities,  provided  in  the  statutes  relating  to 
telegraphs,  being  chapter  ninety-tliree  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  liundred  and  forty-nine,  and  chapter  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-one.  The  said  corporation  being  also  liable  to  all 
the  restrictions  and  duties,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities,  which  are  provided  and  set  forth  in  the 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  3.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  the 
same  to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  or  to  any  sum  within 
that  limit,  if  the  corporation  shall  see  lit  so  to  do,  and  may 
hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 
[Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Somerset  Ferry  Company.  Chap.  349 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Daniel  B.  Eddy,  John  Q.  Pierce  and  Joseph  corporators. 
Marble,  their  associates,  successors  and  assigns,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Ferry  rm-pose. 
for  conveying  passengers,  carriages,  teams,  cattle  and  mer- 
chandise, across  Taunton  River,  to  and  from  the  town  of 
Somerset,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  to  the  opposite  shore, 
being  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  city  of  Fall  River,  in  the 
county  aforesaid  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  Powers, privi- 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth 
in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes:  and  said  corporation  shall  have  exclusive  right  to 
run  said  ferry  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  passage  of  Duration, 
this  act. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation  may  hold,  for  the  purposes  Real  estate, 
aforesaid,  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  *"•'""'• 
dollars,  and  the  whole  capital  of  said  corporation  shall  not  whoie  capital  not 
exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  they  shall  be  held  liable  mooo" 
to  aiford  all  necessary  accommodation  for  ferriage  across 
said  river. 

Sect.  3.     The  rate  of  ferriage  shall  be  established  and  Ferriage. 
regulated  by  the  commissioners  of  the  county  aforesaid. 
[^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  prevent  Obstructions  to  Highways  andTownwaysby  Railroads.  Chap.  350 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius  : 

Sect.  1.     Every  railroad  corporation  which  has  been,  or  Railroads  to  ob- 
which  shall  hereafter  be,  established,  shall,  before  proceed-  c.unt.v  commis- 

'  1  sloncr.i     crossing 

mg  to  construct  any  crossing  upon,  over  or  under  any  wsuways,  etc. 
highway  or  townway,  obtain  the  decree  of  the  county  com- 
missioners for  the  county  in  which  such  crossing  may  be 
situated,  prescribing  what  alterations  may  be  made  in  such 
highway  or  townway,  and  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  time 
within  which,  any  alterations  or  structures  required  by  said 
commissioners  at  such  crossings  shall  be  made.  And  every  shaii  give  seen- 
such  railroad  corporation  shall,  before  proceeding  to  enter 
upon  or  alter  any  highway  or  townway,  give  security  to  the 
satisfaction  of  said  commissioners,  to  the  city  or  town  in 

33 


750  1855.— Chapter  350. 

which  such  crossing  may  be  situated,  that  such  corporation 
will,  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  de- 
cree of  said  commissioners,  as  above  provided,  and  to  their 
acceptance,  make  and  complete  such  alterations  and  struc- 
tures as  shall  be  required  by  such  decree,  and  to  indemnify 
and  save  harmless  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  crossing 
is  situated,  from  all  damages,  charges  and  expenses,  which 
may  be  incurred  by  such  city  or  town  by  reason  of  the  non- 
performance of  the  decree  of  said  commissioners,  as  before 
provided.  And  no  railroad  corporation  shall  hereafter  have 
any  right  to  excavate  or  alter  any  highway  or  towuway,  until 
they  shall  have  obtained  the  decree  and  given  the  security 
provided  for  in  this  section. 
Sonerf  ma^^ip-  Sect.  2.  If  auy  railroad  corporation  which  has  been,  or 
p?escribe^'*'^'"e°rai  which  shall  hereafter  be,  established,  shall  cross  any  high- 
tions,  etc.  -^ay  QP  townway,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  an  obstruc- 

tion to  such  highway  or  townway,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  erect  or  keep  in  proper  repair  any  bridges  or  other  struc- 
tures which  may  be  required  or  necessary  at  such  crossings, 
the  county  commissioners  for  the  county  in  which  such  cross- 
ing may  be  situated,  may,  upon  the  application  of  the  select- 
men of  any  town,  or  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city, 
in  which  such  crossing  may  be  situated,  and  after  due  notice 
to  such  corporation,  pass  a  decree  prescribing  what  altera- 
tions, structures  or  repairs,  such  corporation  shall  make  at 
such  crossings,  and  the  time  within  which  they  shall  be  made  ; 
and  said  commissioners  may  further  order  such  corporation 
to  give  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  commissioners,  to 
such  city  or  town,  that  they  will,  in  the  mann^  and  within 
the  time  prescribed  in  such  decree,  make  and  complete  the 
alterations,  structures  .or  repairs,  prescribed  in  such  decree, 
and  save  such  town  or  city  harmless  from,  and  indemnified 
against  all  damages,  charges  and  expenses,  which  may  be 
incurred  by  such  town  or  city,  by  reason  of  the  non-perform- 
ance of  the  decree  of  said  commissioners,  as  provided  in  thie 
Costs  of  appuca- section.  And  if  such  town  or  city  shall  be  the  prevailina- 
party,  such  corporation  shall  pay  the  cost  of  such  application, 
s.  J.  Court  may      Sect.  3.     Whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  tho 

issue    injunction  .  '^'^ 

in  certain  cases,  suprcmc  judicial  court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  in  term  time  or 
vacation,  upon  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  or 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city,  that  any  railroad  corpo- 
ration heretofore,  or  which  may  be  hereafter,  established,  has 
excavated  or  altered  any  highway  or  townway,  without  ob- 
taining the  decree  and  giving  the  security  required  by  the 
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first  section  of  this  act,  or  has  neglected  or  refused,  for  the 
space  of  fifteen  days,  to  give  security  as  required  by  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  said  court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  shall 
have  power,  by  injunction  or  other  suitable  process,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  courts  of  equity,  to  restrain  and  pro- 
hibit any  such  railroad  corporation  from  entering  upon,  al- 
tering, excavating  or  crossing,  any  such  highway  or  town- 
way,  either  at  grade  or  above  or  below  grade,  until  such 
decree  shall  be  obtained  or  such  security  given. 

Sect.  4.  Any  city  or  town  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  Towns,  etc.  may 
of  any  railroad  corporation  whose  railroad  shall  cross  any 
highway  or  townway  in  such  city  or  town,  all  damages, 
charges  and  expenses,  which  shall  be  incurred  by  said  city 
or  town,  by  reason  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  any  such 
railroad  corporation  to  erect,  or  keep  in  repair,  any  struc- 
tures which  may  be  required  or  necessary  at  any  such  cross- 
ing. 

Sect.  5.    The  supreme  judicial  court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  ?ompe?*'rauroad3 
either  in  term  time  or  vacation,  shall  have  power,  by  injunc-  act 'S^isle.^'lh! 
tion  or  other  suitable  process,  according  to  the  practice  of '^'^' 
courts  of  equity,  to  compel  any  railroad  corporation  to  com- 
ply with  the  provisions  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  entitled 
"An  Act  relating  to  Railroads,"  and  may  restrain  and  pro- 
hibit any  such  railroad  corporation  from  crossing  any  turn- 
pike, highway  or  townway,  or  using  any  land,  if  they  shall 
unreasonably  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  provis- 
ions of  said  acts,  until  the  provisions  of  said  act  are  com- 
plied with. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Goverjior,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  one  hundred   and  twenty-eighth  chapter  of  Chcip.  351 
the  Revised  Statutes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

The  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  and  twenty-sixth  sections  ^5^-26^  ^|°-  ^l: 
of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  chapter  of  the  Revised  peWi. 
Statutes,  are  hereby  repealed.     [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  15,  1855.] 
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Authorized    to 
erect  pile  piers. 


Chap.  352  An  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  for  incorporating  certain  Persons  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  Bridge  over  Acushnet  River,  in  tlie  Town  of  New 
Bedford." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  Bridge 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  erect  and  main- 
tain, in  that  part  of  Acushnet  River  running  between  Fish 
Island  and  the  west  shore  of  said  river,  two  suitable  pile 
piers,  of  not  more  than  seventy  feet  each  in  length,  for  the 
support  and  protection  of  the  ends  of  the  dra^  when  opened  ; 
said  piers  shall  be  erected,  one  on  the  north  and  the  other 
on  the  south  side  of  said  bridge,  respectively ;  the  west 
sides  of  said  piers  shall  be  in  a  line  with  the  west  line  or 
face  of  the  east  abutment  of  said  draw;  and  the  west  line 
of  said  piers  and  the  west  face  or  line  of  said  east  abutment 
of  said  draw  shall  be  parallel  with  a  line  drawn  from  the 
north-east  corner  of  Parker's  Wharf  to  the  north-east  corner 
of  Samuel  Rodman's  Wharf;  the  south-west  corner  of  the 
south  pier  shall  be  ninety-five  feet  east  of  Parker's  Wharf. 
Kestrictions,  etc.  Sect.  2.  In  coustructing  said  piers,  the  piles  shall  not 
be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six  feet  in  the  direction  of  the 
stream  and  eight  feet  in  a  transverse  direction;  no  boards, 
plank  or  joist  shall  be  used  below  high- water  mark;  no 
stones  shall  be  placed  upon  the  bed  of  the  river,  unless  they 
are  required  to  hold  the  ends  of  the  piles  in  a  steady  posi- 
tion;  and  under  no  circumstance  shall  the  depth  of  the 
water  be  shallowed  more  than  two  feet. 

Sect.  3.  The  proprietors  of  the  New  Bridge  are  hereby 
entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  powers,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  and  reserved  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes :  provided,  hoivever,  this  act  shall  be  void  unless 
the  proprietors  of  said  bridge  shall,  at  a  meeting  legally 
called  for  that  purpose,  within  two  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  accept  the  same,  and  shall,  within  ten  days  after 
said  meeting,  make  return  of  such  acceptance  into  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  \^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 


Rights,  duties, 
etc. 


Proviso. 
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An  Act  to  authorize  the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Provincetown  to  Chap.  353 
sell  Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  First  Congregational  Society  in  Province-  a'^clmfnVoTof 
town  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  ^^i'^- 
said  Provincetown,  formerly  the  site  of  a  meeting-house, 
belonging  to  the  said  First  Congregational  Society. 

Sect.  2.  The  parish  committee  for  the  time  being,  shall  fo^exeMt^dild^ 
hereby  have  power  to  deed  the  said  land  to  any  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  and  the  deed  or  deeds  thus  given  shall  give 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges now  possessed  by  the  several  land  holders  of  said 
Provincetown. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Horn  Pond  Branch  Railroad  Company  to  construct  Chdp.  354 

a  Branch. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Horn  Pond  Branch  Railroad  Company  are  Authorized  to 

1         •        T  1  T  -1      1      •  1  T  construct     pile 

hereby  authorized  to  locate  and  construct  a  pile  bririge  and  bridge,  etc. 
branch  railroad  thereon,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Boston 
and  Lowell  Railroad  Bridge,  over  Charles  River,  between 
the  draw  of  said  bridge  and  the  shore  in  Boston:  provided,  Proviso. 
no  part  of  said  structure  shall  be  beyond  a  line  drawn  from 
the  north-easterly  corner  of  the  shortest  draw  pier  of  said 
Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Bridge  and  the  an2;le  of  the 
wall  east  of  the  bridge  described  in  the  act  establishing  the        "• 
commissioners'  line  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  passed  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  chapter  thirty- 
five. 

Sect.  2.  The  Horn  Pond  Branch  Railroad  Company  are  ^^onsenr^uh ''^ 
hereby  authorized,  provided  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  eii Rauroad. ''°^' 
Company  shall  consent  thereto,  to  connect  said  branch  rail- 
road and  bridge  with  the  bridge  and  main  tracks  of  the 
Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Compan}'-,  and  to  use  the  same 
for  the  purposes  of  their  business  of  loading  and  unloading 
ice,  and  the  materials  connected  therewith. 

Sect.  3.     If  the  said  Horn  Pond  Branch  Railroad  Com-  to  te  located  in 

one     year      and 

pany,  shall  not  file  the  location  of  said  branch  railroad,  ac-  tuut  in  two  years 
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cording  to  law,  within  one  year,  and  complete  said  branch 
and  bridge  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
then  this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Ajjpi'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chap.  355  An  Act  concerning  the  Burial  Ground  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends, 

in  New  Bedford. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
■    the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Overseers    may      Sect.  1.     The   overscers  of  the  New  Bedford  Monthly 
etc.  "  Meeting  of  Friends  are  hereby  authorized,  at  their  own 

expense  and  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  health  of 
the  city  of  New  Bedford,  to  remove  the  remains  of  the  dead 
from  their  burial  ground,  at  the  foot  of  Griffin  Street,  in 
said  city,  to  their  new  burial  place  on  Dartmouth  Street, 
Proviso,  adjoining  the  Rural  Cemetery  in  said  city :  provided,  how- 

ever, that  said  overseers  shall  first  give  thirty  days'  notice, 
in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  said  New  Bedford, 
of  their  intention  to  make  such  removal ;  and  if  the  rel- 
atives and  friends  of  those  whose  remains  are  removed 
shall  so  request,  such  remains  shall  be  interred  by  said 
overseers  in  any  other  authorized  cemetery  within  the  limits 
of  said  city. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  'take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \_App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chap.  356  An  Act  to  prohibit  the  use  of  Poisonous  Substances  in  the  manufacture  of 

Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

ftanoerprohibu".  ^^  ^^J  psrsou  shall  adultcratc,  for  the  purpose  of  sale, 
fa<tureofs"iri"u.'  ^^^J  bccr,  or  othcr  malt  liquor,  or  any  wine,  or  any  distilled 
tiuglkfuore?'"''*"  liquor,  or  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquor  intended  for 
drinking,  with  cocculus  indicus,  vitriol,  grains  of  paradise, 
opium,  alum,  capsicum,  copperas,  laurel  water,  logwood, 
Brazil  wood,  cochineal,  sugar  of  lead,  or  any  other  substance 
which  is  poisonous  or  injurious  to  health,  or  if  any  person 
shall  sell  any  such  liquor  intended  for  drinking,  adulterated 
as  aforesaid  with  any  substance  above  named,  or  any  other 
substance  which  is  poisonous  or  injurious  to  health,  know- 
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ing  the  same  to  be  so  adulterated,  he  shall  be  punished  by 
imprisonment  in  the  State  Prison  not  more  than  three  years. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  unite  the  Shawmut  Gas-Light  Company  and  the  Suffolk  Gas  Chap.  357 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Shawmut  Gas-Light  Company  and  the  Suf-  Jp^^^p^a^^ef ' 
folk  Gas  Company  are  hereby  authorized,  at  meetings  called 
for  that  purpose,  and  by  votes  to  which  a  majority  in  num- 
ber and  value   of  the  proprietors   in   each  company  shall 
assent,  to  unite  themselves  as  one  company  under  the  name 
of  the  Shawmut  Gas-Light  Company;  and  when  such  votes  ^'•'"°^- 
shall  have  been  passed,  they  shall  thereupon-become  one 
company,  with  the  name  aforesaid ;  and  all  the  franchises,  i^g^gfetc^'^^'' 
property,  power  and  privileges  that  may  then  be  enjoyed  by 
either ;  and  all  the  restrictions,  liabilities  and  obligations 
that  may  then  belong  to   either,   shall  appertain  to   such 
united  company,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had 
been  contained  in,  or  required  by,  an  original  charter :  pro-  Proviso. 
vided,  that  if  in  opening  any  streets  or  ways,  or  in  sinking 
or  repairing  any  pipes  or  other  fixtures,  the  said  company 
shall  break  or  injure  any  man's  service  pipes  or  fixtures 
belonging  to  the  Boston  Gas-Light  Company,  the  said  Shaw- 
mut Gas-Light  Company  shall  be  responsible  for  all  damage 
caused  thereby. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  defining  a  portion  of  the  Boundary  Line  between  Sandisfield  and  Chap.  358 

Tolland.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.     That  part   of  the    dividing   line  between  the  Boundary  une 

defined 

towns  of  Sandisfield  and  Tolland,  from  the  line  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut  to  the  stone  monument  on  the  east  bank  of 
Farmington  River,  north  of  Hull's  Tannery,  is  established 
and  declared  to  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  Beginning  at  a  stone 
monument  a  short  distance  above  Hull's  Tannery,  thence 
south  to  a  large  rock  marked  S.  T.,  dated  eighteen  hundred 
thirty-seven ;  thence  southerly  to  a  point  on  the  east  bank  of 
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rarmino;toii  River,  at  high-water  mark,  twenty  feet  below 
the  south-east  corner  of  the  abutment  of  the  bridge  across 
Farmington  River,  near  the  dwelling-house  of  Uriel  Dens- 
low;  thence  south  to  the  thread  of  said  Farmington  River; 
thence  southerly  by  the  thread  of  said  river  to  the  line  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Appi'oved  by  the  Governoi',  May  15,  1855.] 

Chap.  359  An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Cambridge  and  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge 
Corporation  to  make  solid  the  Bridge  at  the  junction  of  Harvard  Street, 
in  said  City,  with  the  Causeway  of  said  Corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

uTwaTofcomse!  The  City  of  Cambridge  and  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge 
Joadw!^  ^''"^  Corporation,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  fill 
up  the  creek  or  water-course  now  crossed  by  the  bridge  at 
the  junction  of  Harvard  Street  in  said  city,  with  the  Cause- 
way of  said  Corporation,  so  as  to  make,  instead  of  said 
bridge,  a  solid  roadway  for  the  accommodation  of  the  travel 
Boundaries.  upon  Said  Harvard  Street  and  said  Causeway.  The  south- 
westerly line  of  said  roadway  to  be  upon  the  south-westerly 
line  of  said  bridge  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  north-easterly 
line  of  the  same  to  commence  in  the  north-easterly  line  of 
said  bridge  at  the  easterly  end  thereof,  and  thence  to  run 
in  a  straight  line  to  the  north-easterly  line  of  Harvard 
Street  at  the  point  where  said  street  enters  upon  said 
bridge.     [App?^oved  by  the  Govei^nor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chap.  ooO  An  Act  concerning  the  Essex  Merrimac  Bridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Proprietors  shall      The  proprictors  of  tlie  Essex  Merrimac  Bridge  shall, 

make  alterations,       .   ,  .        ^        ^  „  -,       o  n     ^  • 

etc , in  bridge,  to  withm  ouc  ycar  irom  and  alter  the  passage  oi  this  act,  cause 

the  satisfaction  of    ,        ^   ,,         .  ,  r  o  ?  _ 

county  commis-  the  followiug  alterations  and  additions  to  be  made  to  their 

siouers.  ,      .  .  . 

bridge,  viz. :  the  pier  now  erected  on  the  Deer  Island  side 
of  the  draw,  and  westerly  side  of  said  bridge,  shall  be  ex- 
tended so  far  as  to  make  its  length  seventy  feet;  also, 
there  shall  be  erected  a  new  pier,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
draw,  extending  easterly  seventy  feet,  both  of  which  shall 
be  of  sufficient  width  and  height  for  vessels  to  lie  at  se- 
curely ;  also,  that  the  piers  on  the  northerly  'side  of  said 
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draw,  and  adjoining  thereto,  be  raised  two  feet  higher  than 
they  now  are,  and  suitable  posts  or  rings  shall  be  attached 
to  all  of  said  piers  for  the  accommodation  of  vessels  pass- 
ing through  the  draw  of  said  bridge  ;  the  said  additions  and 
alterations  to  be  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  county  of  Essex.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

An  Act  relating  to  Savings  Banks  and  Institutions  for  Savings.  Chap.  361 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Any  money  deposited  in  any  savings  bank  or  institution  paiS^t^^^iTore ''* 
for  pavings,  in  the  name  of  a  minor,  by  himself  or  by  any 
other  person,  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees  or  com- 
mittee of  investment  of  such  bank  or  institution,  be  paid  to 
such  minor  or  person  making  such  deposit,  and  the  same 
shall  be  a  good  and  valid  payment  for  such  bank  or  institu- 
tion.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  IT,  1855.] 


An  Act  concerning  the  Edgeworth  Company.  Chap.  362 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloics  : 

The  Edgeworth  Company  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  ^l^^^^^^^ 
and  hold,  in  fee  simple  or  otherwise,  lands,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  acres,  on  the  east  side  of  Maiden  Creek  or 
Canal,  adjacent  to  other  lands  now  owned  and  held  by  said 
Edgeworth  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  managing,  improv- 
ing and  disposing  of  the  same  according  to  the  act  incorpo- 
rating said  company ;  with  all  the  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  the  restrictions,  set  forth  in  said  act.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  various  Acts  in  relation  to  Insolvent  Debtors,  and  Chap.  363 
for  the  more  Equal  Distribution  of  their  Effects. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect,  ] .     No  person  shall  hereafter  take  the  benefit  of  any  i'«''"i"s  ^takirg 

"  ...  henefit    of    insul- 

of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  relation  to  insolvent  ^j^j'^'j^.'^-'^'^^s^J^o  be 
debtors  and  the  more  equal  distribution  of  their  effects,  commuxiweaitb. 
who  was  not,  at  the  time  the  debts  from  which  he  seeks  to 
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be  discharged  "were  contracted,  an  inhabitant  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  who  is  not  also,  at  the  time  of  instituting 
proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  benefit  of  said 
acts,  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth. 
JepeTed!^"*  *"*'  Sect.  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  here- 
with, are  hereby  repealed.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  17,  1855.] 

Chap.  364  An  Act  relating  to  Summoning  in  Defendants  in  Real  and  Mixed  Actions. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represetita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Devisee  may  con-      Sect.  1.     In  all  real  and  mixed  actions,  if  the  tenant  shall 

duct  suits  in  cer- 
tain cases,  ^[q  before  final  judgment,  his  devisee  of  the  land  demanded, 

if  any,  at  the  same  term  when  the  death  is  suggested,  or 
within  such  further  time  as  the  court  shall  allow,  may  ap- 
pear and  take  upon  himself  the  defence  of  the  suit ;  and  it 
shall  thenceforth  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
had  been  originally  commenced  against  him. 
Maybe  cited  fov      Sect.  2.     If  the  dcvisec  does  not  voluntarily  appear,  the 

tliat  purpose.  ..„  ^  ^      n 

demandant  may  take  out  a  citation  irom  the  court  belore 
whom  the  cause  is  pending,  requiring  him  to  appear  and  take 
upon  himself  the  defence  of  the  suit. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

Chap,  365  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Agawam. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Boundaries.  Sect.  1.     All  that  part  of  the  town  of  West  Springfield 

which  lies  southerly  of  the  line  commencing  at  the  north 
mouth  of  Agawam  River,  so  called,  and  running  westerly  by 
the  course  and  centre  of  said  river  to  the  town  of  West- 
field,  is  hereby  incorporated  into  a  separate  town,  by  the 

Powers,  duties,  name  of  Agawam ;  and  the  said  town  of  Agawam  is  hereby 
vested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  rights  and  immunities, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  requisitions,  to 
which  other  towns  are  entitled  and  subjected,  by  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Concerning  taxes  Sect.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Agawam,  shall 
be  holden  to  -pay,  to  the  collectors  of  the  town  of  West 
Springfield,  all  arrearages  of  taxes  legally  assessed  on  them 
in  said  town  of  West  Springfield,  before  the  passage  of  this 


etc. 
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act,  and  shall  also  be  held  to  pay  their  proportion  of  state 
and  county  taxes  that  may  be  assessed  upon  them  previously 
to  the  taking  of  the  next  valuation — said  proportion  to  be 
ascertained  and  determined  by  the  town  valuation  of  the 
town  of  West  Springfield,  next  preceding  the  passage  of  this 
act;  and  the  said  town  of  Agawam  shall  be  holden  to  pay 
their  just  and  equitable  proportion  of  the  debts  due  from 
the  town  of  West  Springfield,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive their  just  and  equitable  proportion  of  all  corporate 
property  and  other  assets  now  owned  and  held  by  said  town 
of  West  Springfield. 

Sect,  3.     The  town  of  Agawam  shall  be  liable  for  the  support  of  pau- 
support  of  all  persons  who  now  do,  or  shall  hereafter,  stand  ^"^' 
in  need  of  relief  as  paupers  whose  settlement  was  gained 
•by,  or  derived  from,  a  settlement  within  its  limits  as  de- 
scribed by  this  act. 

Sect.  4.     The  said  town  of  Agawam  shall  continue  to  be  Apawam  and  w. 

,        ,.    .  1  /.    -TTT        I    rt        •         /^     1  1      <•  Springfield      to 

a  part  oi  the  town  oi   West  SnrinMeld,  lor  the  purnose  of '''°t« -"«•=*•'" f^r 

.^.  ,  11  f^       I      <^^  ^j-  representative. 

electing  a  representative  to  the  general  court,  until  the  next 
apportionment  of  representatives.  All  meetings  for  the 
election  of  representatives  until  said  apportionment,  shall  be 
called  by  the  selectmen  of  West  Springfield,  and  holden  in 
the  town  of  West  Springfield  ;  and  the  selectmen  of  Agawam 
shall  make  a  true  list  of  persons  belonging  to  that  town 
qualified  to  vote  at  every  such  election,  and  deliver  the  same 
to  the  selectmen  of  West  Springfield,  by  whom  the  same 
shall  be  taken  and  used  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been 
prepared  by  themselves. 

Sect.  5.     In  case  said  towns  should  not  ao-ree  in  respect  1°  "se  of  disa- 
to  a  division  of  property,  funds,  debts,  or  town  paupers,  or  '''?««  mky  "  api 

,       ^        ^       ,,  ,        n  1  »  ,       l'°"it  three  rcfer- 

state  or  county  taxes,  the  court  oi  common  pleas  for  the  «««. 
county  of  Hampden  shall,  upon  the  petition  of  either  town, 
appoint  three  competent  and  disinterested  persons  to  hear 
the  parties  and  award  thereon ;  and  their  award,  or  that  of 
any  two  of  them,  accepted  by  said  court,  shall  be  final. 

Sect.  6.  Any  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  said  how  Sued"*' 
county  of  Hampden  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  war- 
rant, directed  to  any  principal  inhabitant  of  said  town  of 
Agawam,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
thereof  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  time 
and  place  therein  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  all 
such  town  officers  as  towns  are  by  law  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  choose  at  their  annual  meetings. 

Sect.  7.      This  act  shall  take  eflect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 
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Chap.  366  An  Act  relating  to  the  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths, 

in  the  State  Ahnshouses. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Pupprintendonts       The  Superintendents  of  the  State  almshouses  located  at 

of    Suie     alma-  nii  i-n-i  ii  i-i 

h.mses  to  make  Monson,  TewKsuurv  and  i3nd2;e water,  are  hereby  authorized 
deaths, etc.  'and  required  to  make  record  of  all  the  births  and  deaths 
which  occur  in  the  institutions  under  their  care,  and  make 
returns  of  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  State,  annually,  as 
all  town  and  city  clerks  are  required  to  do  by  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  act  in  addition ;  and  the  town  clerks  of 
Monson,  Tewksbury  and  Bridgewater,  are  hereby  exempted 
from  all  duties  herein  required  of  the  superintendents  of 
the  above  named  institutions.  \^Approved  by  the  Covernor, 
May  17,  1855.] 

Chap.  367  An  Act  to  change  the  Name  of  the  Maiden  Manufacturing  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Name  changed.  Sect.  1.  The  Said  Maiden  Manufacturing  Company  may 
take,  and  hereafter  be  known  by,  the  corporate  name  of  the 
Boston  Rubber  Shoe  Company. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

Chap.  368       An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerning  the  Cambridge  Railroad 

Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

payabie!^^''"  Sect.  1.     The  bouds  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the  Cam- 

bridge Railroad  Company  may  be  made  payable  in  twenty- 
five  years  from  their  date,  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  into  the 

sinking  fund,  sinking  fund  shall  be  equal  to  two  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
be  paid  semi-annually. 

ll^^i:  ^"^  *°  Sect.  2.  All  the  tracks  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  shall 
be  laid  at  such  distances  from  the  sidewalk  in  the  cities  of 
Cambridge  and  Boston,  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said 
cities  respectively,  by  tlieir  orders  fixing  the  routes  of  said 
railroad,  determine  to  be  for  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  in  relation  to  Public  Health.  Chap.  369 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

The  two  hundred  and  eleventh  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  o7°8«  ex^te°u*dtfi* 
in   the    year    eighteen   hundred    and    forty-nine,  is  hereby 
amended,  by  extending  the  provisions   of  said  chapter  to 
towns  iu   the   same  manner  as   cities.      {^Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Boston  and  Chelsea  Railroad  Company.  Ohcip.  o  i  0 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  four  hundred  and  forty-fifth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  J^;;|«a/"7toK/ 
eighteen  hundred  fifty-four,  is  hereby  so  amended  that   the  »"ided. 
time   fixed  by  the  twelfth  section  thereof  for  the  payment 
of  the  capital  stock  thereof,  shall  be  extended  to  two  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  17,  1855.] 


An  Act  respecting  the  Bridge  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  across  Chat).  371 
Charles  and  Miller's  Rivers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  is  hereby  au--^||t^^^^^«'i„p^° 
thorized  to  widen  its  bridge  across  the  Charles  River,  not 
exceeding  the  following  limits  :  Beginning  at  a  point  on  their  Limits. 
wharf  in  Boston,  east  of  said  bridge,  sixty  feet  from  said 
bridge,  and  thence  running  in  a  straight  line  to  the  extremity 
of  the  pier  south  of  the  south  draw  on  said  bridge ;  begin- 
ning at  a  point  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  north  pier  of 
said  draw,  thirty  feet  east  of  said  bridge,  and  thence  run- 
ning parallel  thereto   to  within  two  hundred  feet  of  the 
island  of  said   railroad,  and   thence  to  the   south-easterly 
corner  of  said  island :  provided,  that  no  building  shall  be  Proviso, 
placed  on  parts  constructed   hereunder  other  than  stations 
to  shelter  employees  on  duty  from  the  weather. 

Sect.  2.     They  are  also   authorized  to   straighten  their  axay straighten. 
bridge  by  building  out  from  the   south-westerly  corner  of 
their  island  to  a  point  on  the  westerly  side  of  said  bridge 
three  hundred  feet  from  said  island. 
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commiRsiouer  to      Sect.  3.     Said  wideninffs  shall  be  on  piles  driven  in  ex- 

lUrtct,  etc.  .  „     ,      ,  T  f> 

tension  of  their  present  lines  of  piles,  and  according  to  the 
directions  of  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  and  to 
be  paid  by  said  railroad. 

Sect.  4.  Said  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  take  up  and  remove  so  much  of  its  easterly  pier 
of  its  south  draw  as  is  outside  of  a  line  drawn  parallel 
to  its  bridge,  and  commencing  thirty  feet  from  the  end  of 
said  pier  on  its  south  side.  [Approved  hy  the  Governor, 
May  17,  1855.] 


Pier  to  be  re 
moved. 


Society  may  sell 
real  estate. 


iyhap.  6  1 2  An  Act  authorizing  the  Universalist  Society  in  Essex  to  sell  Real  Estate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.  The  First  Universalist  Society  in  the  town  of 
Essex,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  either 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  real  estate  held  and  possessed  by 
them,  and  located  within  the  said  town  of  Essex;  the  said 
real  estate  consisting  of  lands  bequeathed  to  the  society 
aforesaid  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Betsey  Story,  of  Essex,  for  the  support  of  preaching  and 
public  religious  services  in  the  meeting-house  of  said  so- 
ciety. 

Sect.  2.  The  standing  committee  or  trustees  of  the  said 
society,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to  deed  either 
a  part  or  the  whole  of  said  real  estate  to  any  purchaser  or 
purchasers :  joromcZefZ,  however,  that  neither  the  interest  nor 
principal  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  ever  be  appro- 
priated for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which  it  was 
originally  bequeathed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 


TnistPPR  to  exe 
cute  defecl. 


Chap.  373 


Corporators. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lawrence  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows: 

Sect.  1 .  Lewis  Rice,  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  John  P.  Healey, 
David  F.  McGilvray,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Lawrence 
Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
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maritime  loans,  and  insurance  against  maritime  losses,  and  Purpose. 
insurance  against  losses  by  fire,  on  the  principle  of  mutual 
insurance  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  l^J'"^'  'i""''^' 
to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the 
thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  all  other  general  laws  which  are  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  in  force,  relative  to  insurance  companies,  so 
far  as  applicable  to  the  corporation  hereby  created. 

Sect.  2.     Xo  policy  shall  be  issued  till  the  sum  of  one  Suir$iof) liuo"  u 
hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed,  and  «^'i'*=rtbed. 
no  divisions  of  any  funds  or  profits  shall  be  made  to  the 
subscribers   or   stockholders  until  the  expiration  of  their  ?""'i'5.  ftc-toba 

r  invested. 

charter ;  but  such  funds  or  profits   shall  be  invested  in  such 
securities  and  stock  as  the  law  requires. 

Sect.  3.     The  said  corporation   shall  be  restricted  to  an  rasksiestnctea. 
amount  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  on  any  one  risk, 
until  its  funds  or  invested  capital  shall  reach  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Aj)p)^oved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Specific  Performance  of  Written  Contracts.         ChcLp.  374 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     When  any  person   shall  have  entered  into  a  Juage  of  probate 

r,  -r  ^  1  T  to  havo   conour- 

written  agreement,  lor  the  conveyance  ot  real  estate,  and  rent  jurisdiction 
shall  die  before  making  such  conveyance,  the  judge  of  pro- ""certain  cases.' 
bate  for  the  county  wherein  said  real  estate  is  situated  shall 
have  jurisdiction  concurrent  with  the  supreme  judicial  court ; 
and  the  said  judge  of  probate,  upon  a  petition  duly  pre- 
sented by  any  person  interested  in  said  conveyance,  shall 
order  the  petitioner  to  give  notice  to  all  persons  interested, 
that  they  may  appear  and  show  cause  either  for  or  against 
the  prayer  of  said  petition. 

Sect.  2.  •   If,  upon  such  hearing  before  the  judge  of  pro-  ro"a'^^^order''ex!^cL^ 
bate,  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  the  deceased  person,  J^j:<"'^^'*'^'JJJ^'J^- 
if  living,  would  be  required  to  make  such  conveyance,  then  ®"^- 
the  judge  of  probate  shall  order  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator of  said  deceased  person  to  make  such  conveyance; 
and  said  conveyance,  when  so  made,  shall  have  the  like 
force  and  effect  as  if  made  by  the  deceased  in  his  lifetime. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 
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Authorized  to 
■Widen  bridges. 


Chap.  375  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Eastern   Railroad  Company  to  widen  their  bridge 

across  Charles  and  Miller's  Rivers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se?iate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Eastern  Railroad  Company  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  widen  their  bridf2;es  over  Charles  and  Miller's 
Rivers,  commencinsi'  at  a  point  in  the  centre  of  the  dock 
between  the  land  of  the  Eastern  and  Boston  and  Maine 
Railroads,  on  Causeway  Street,  and  thence  running  in  a 
straight  line  with  the  liae  of  the  centre  of  the  dock  to  a 
point  on  the  line  of  the  south  draw  in  the  bridge  over 
Charles  River :  and  for  that  purpose  they  are  authorized  to 
remove  so  much  of  the  pier  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail- 
road Bridge  as  may  prevent  the  free  passage  of  vessels  to 
and  from  said  dock.  Also  to  widen  their  bridge  from  the 
northerly  side  of  said  draw,  commencing  at  a  point  sixty 
feet  from  the  easterly  side  thereof,  and  continuing  in  a 
straight  line  to  a  point  twenty-six  feet  distant  from  the 
easterly  side  thereof,  opposite  the  south-west  corner  of 
the  island  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Company, 
and  thence  continuing  parallel  to  said  bridge  to  the  Som- 
erville  shore :  provided,  that  said  widening  shall  be  so 
constructed  as  not  to  interfere  with  the'  passage  of  ves- 
sels through  the  draws,  or  with  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
channel  opposite  the  island  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail- 
road. Also  to  widen  their  bridge  on  the  westerly  side 
(with  the  consent  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Com- 
pany) so  as  to  cover  the  space  between  the  two  said  rail- 
roads. 

Sect.  2.  Said  widenings  shall  be  on  piles,  driven  in  ex- 
tension of  their  present  lines  of  piles,  and  according  to  the 
directions  of  a  commission  to  be  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  and  to  be 
paid  by  said  railroad.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
17,  1855.] 


Governor  to  ap- 
point commis- 
sioner. 


Chap.  376 


Additional  capi- 
tal. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Rockport  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and,  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follovis  : 

Sect.  1.  The  president,  directors  and  company  of  thf 
Rockport  Bank,  in  Rockport,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of 
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fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  Proviso, 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.     If  anv  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- Jemonstrance  to 

•'  />  .  be  in  writing. 

strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made  in  writing, 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when  4isu"jectm^'" 
paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation   shall  proceed  to  do  fi,od'^^f/ii  sewe- 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  t*''/ "f  ^tate. 
president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  under 
oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into   said  bank, 
shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efi'ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Marine  Bank  of  New  Bedford.  Chap.  377 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  ^^dduionai  capi- 
Marine  Bank,  in  New  Bedford,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  capital  stock  by  an  addition  thereto  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  in   shares  of  one  hundred  dollars^ 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  whole  Proviso, 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  re-  bemTrmS"  '° 
monstrate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital 
herein  provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in 
writing,  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting,  legally 
represent  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of 

35 
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said  corporation,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 
fa?sub°eatoTax'      Sect.  3.     Thc  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 
said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
fiiedw?thtec?eu-      Sect.  4.     Bcforc   Said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 
ry  of  state.         busiucss  ou  Said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  un- 
der oath,  that  the   same  has  actually  been  paid  into   said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  ta,ke  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App}'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

Chap.  378  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  England  Education  Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  (Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.    Isaac  Eich,  Johu  H.  Twombly,  Edward  Otheman, 

Pliny  Nickerson,  William  Rice,  Jacob  Sleeper,  L.  R.  Thayer, 
Gilbert  Haven,  John  Gove,  Pearl  Martin,  David  Snow,  Lee 
Claflin,  and  James  Porter,  their  associates  and  successors, 
are  hereby  incorporated  and  made  a  body  politic,  by  the 
name  of  the  New  England  Education  Society,  for  the  general 

Purpose.  purposes  of  education;  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 

privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities,  set 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

May  hold  real  and      Sect.  2.     The  Said  corDoratiou  may  take  and  hold  real 

personal  estate  ^  •' 

"•jjji  "needing  aud  pcrsoual  estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  for  the  aforesaid  educational  pur- 
poses.    {Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 


Chap,  o  1^  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerning  the  Employment  of  Children  in 

Manufacturing  Establishments. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represetita- 
lives,  in  General  Coiirt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Children  under  1.5      Sect.  1.     The  first  scctiou  of  thc  act  passed  on  the  sec- 

empioyed  in  man-  oud  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eia;ht  hundred  and 

itshments,  unless,  lorty-niuc,  cutitlcd  ''An  Act  concerning  the  Employment  of 

Children  in  Manufacturing  Establishments,"  is  hereby  so  far 

amended,  that  no  child  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  shall  be 

employed  in  any  manufacturing  establishment,  unless  such 


1855.— Chapter  380.  767 

child  shall  have  attended  some  public  or  private  day  school^ 
ot  which  the  teachers  shall  have  been  approved  by  the 
school  committee  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  school 
shall  have  been  kept,  at  least  one  term  of  eleven  weeks  next 
preceding  the  time  of  such  employment,  and  for  the  same 
period  during  any  and  every  twelve  months  in  which  such 
child  shall  be  so  employed. 

Sect.  2.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  Jep?Sld!^°*  *"'* 
first  section  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  City  Bank,  Worcester.         CIlCip.  380 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1,  The  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  ^t^"""*^  "p^^ 
City  Bank,  in  "Worcester,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  may  determine  :  provided,  that  the  whole 
amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  be"nTrktD|.''  *^ 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July 
next;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting,  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  into  ufJub'jec''tVtax: 
said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  tlie  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do  ^f/j^'^^ft'^  lUl 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  ^"y  of  state. 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  un- 
der oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said  bank, 
shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 
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Qhcip.  381        An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Union  Bank,  Haverhill. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represejita- 
tives,  in  General  Coiu^t  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Additional  capi-  Sect.  1.  TliG  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
Union  Bank,  in  Haverhill,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided,  that  the 
whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

bfSiTriung.^  *°  Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon- 
strate against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting,  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  tt)  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Additional  capi-      Sect.  3.    The  additional  capital  aforesaid,  when  paid  into 

taJ  subiectto  tax.         .  -,     ^         ^         t      ^^    i  ^   •  1         T1  1       ' 

said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regulations,  re- 
strictions and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital  stock 
of  said  bank  is  now  subject, 
cprtificate  to  be      Sect.  4.      Bcfore  said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 

filed  with   secre-  "  r 

tary  of  state,  busiucss  ou  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  un- 
der oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said  bank, 
shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     'lApproved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

Chcip.  382       An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Brighton  Market  Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Additional  capi-  Sect.  1.  The  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
Brighton  Market  Bank,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided, 
that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  on  or  before  the  first 
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day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty- six. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  ^^7„°",?^*iif"|f  *° 
strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting,  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
•it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  v/hen  Additional  capir 

'  '  tal  subject  to  tax. 

paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation   shall  proceed  to  do  {i\Y(|"^„°f^'ff  l°Jl 
business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  tary  of  state. 
the  president  and  directors,  and   attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the   office   of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its ' 
passage.      [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock'of  the  Milford  Bank.  Chap.  383 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  faJ.*^'"""^^  ''^^^' 
Milford  Bank,  in  Milford,  are  hereby  authorized  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and 
directors  may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 
shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Kemonstrance  to 

•>  n       ^  •      1     1  •  be  in  -writing. 

strate  against  the  acceptance  oi  the  capital  herein  pro- 
vided, the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next ;  and  if 
the  persons  so  objecting,  legally  represent  one-fourth  part 
of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  it  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional   capital   aforesaid,  whenYpaid  Additional  capi- 

•  11         1  1111  ■>  •  11         Tii  1       tal  subject  to  tax. 

into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 
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rertiflcate  to  be      Sect.  4.     Before   said  corporation  shall  proceed  to  do 

tiled  with   sccie-  .  .,,,..  i-i  ./. 

tary  of  state.  busincss  ou  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

Chap,  384  An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Fairhaven  Bank,  in  Fairhaven. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs : 

Additional  capi-  Sect.  1.  Thc  prcsidcnt,  directors  and  company  of  the 
Fairhaven  Bank,  in  Fairhaven,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  said  bank  may  determine :  provided, 
that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
six. 

RemoiiRTrance  to      Sect.  2.     If  auv  of  thc  stockholdcrs  of  said  bank  remon- 

be  in  writing.  .  •'  tt.  i  .ii 

■  strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing,  to 
the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  and  if  the  persons,  so  objecting,  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 
Additional  capi-      Sect.  3.     TIic  additional  capital  stock  aforesaid,  when 

tal  subject  to  ta.x.  .  •  t   i         i        i     n   i  -  •  i       t  i 

paid  into  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  tax,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject, 
certiflcate  to  be      Sect.  4.     Bcforc  Said  corporatiou  shall   proceed  to  do 

filed   with  secrc-  J-  i 

tary  of  state.  buslucss  OU  Said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  been  actually  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

t^ECT.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efl'ect  from  and  after  it.s 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  South  Danvers.  Chap.  385 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  All  that  part  of  the  town  of  Danvers,  in  the  Boundaries, 
county  of  Essex,  Ijing-  southerly  of  a  line  beginning  at  a 
point  at  the  mouth  of  Waters  River;  thence  running  up  the 
course  of  said  river,  to  the  bridge  over  Sylvan  Street,  and 
to  a  point  in  the  centre  of  the  way  over  said  bridge ;  thence 
running  from  said  point  north-westerly  to  a  point  five  hun- 
dred feet  north  of  the  milestone  on  the  Newburyport  Turn- 
pike, near  the  house  of  Jasper  Pope ;  and  thence  running 
in  a  course  north,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  to  a  point  in 
Ipswich  River  where  Noyes's  Brook  empties  into  said  river, 
is  hereby  incorporated  into  a  town,  by  the  name  of  South 
Danvers.     And  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  South  Dan- Powers,  privi- 

.  leges,  etc. 

vers,  are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  requisitions,  of  other  in- 
corporated towns,  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth  :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  said  Piovisu. 
town  of  Danvers  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  this  act  shall 
take  effect,  signify,  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  its  voters,  in 
town  meeting  assembled,  a  desire  that  the  dividing  line 
herein  established  should  be  changed,  a  commission  of  three 
persons,  to  be  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  governor, 
shall  consider  upon  and  determine  what  shall  constitute  the 
dividing  line  between  said  Danvers  and  South  Danvers,  and 
their  determination  in  the  premises,  when,  reported  to  his 
excellency  the  governor,  shall  be  final ;  but  until  such  report 
shall  be  made,  the  line  hereinbefore  established  shall  con- 
tinue the  dividing  line  between  said  towns.  The  expenses  of 
said  commission  shall  be  borne  equally  by  the  said  towns  of 
Danvers  and  South  Danvers. 

Sect.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  South  Danvers  or  taxes, 
shall  be  holden  to  pay  all  arrears  of  taxes  legally  assessed 
upon  them,  by  the  town  of  Danvers,  before  the  passing  of 
this  act,  and  also  their  proportion  of  all  state  and  county 
taxes,  that  may  be  assessed  upon  said  town  of  Danvers  pre- 
viously to  the  taking  of  the  next  State  valuation — such  pro- 
portion to  be  ascertained  and  determined  by  the  last  valua- 
tion of  said  town  of  Danvers :  provided,  however,  that  the  Proviso. 
town  of  Danvers  shall  be  authorized  to  collect  the  tax  as- 
sessed by  virtue  of  law,  on  the  first  of  May,  this  current  year, 
upon  the  inhabitants  and  owners  of  property  in  said  South 
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Danvers ;  and  the  said  town  of  Danvers,  after  deducting  the 
reasonable  expenses  of  collecting  the  same,  shall  account 
with,  and  pay  over  the  same  to,  the  town  treasurer  of  said 
South  Danvers ;  and  the  said  town  of  Danvers  may  employ, 
for  the  collection  of  the  tax  assessed  on  the  first  of  May  of 
this  current  j^ear,  and  for  the  collection  of  all  arrears  of 
taxes  heretofore  legally  assessed  by  the  said  town  of  Dan- 
vers, both  in  Danvers  and  South  Danvers,  the  collector 
chosen  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March  last,  who  shall  have 
all  the  powers,  and  perform  all  the  duties,  incident  to  the 
office  of  town  collector,  in  both  towns,  any  thing  in  his  place 
of  residence  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding'. 

Debts.  Sect.  3.     The  said  town  of  South  Danvers  shall  be  holden 

to  pay  its  proportion  of  the  debts  due,  and  owing  by,  and  of 
all  the  liabilities  existing  against  the  town  of  Danvers  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive of  the  town  of  Danvers  its  proportion  of  all  the  cor- 
porate property,  funds  and  assets  now  owned  and  held  by 
the  town  of  Danvers — such  proportion  to  be  ascertained 
and  determined  by  the  last  valuation  of  said  town  of  Dan- 

?i'uir°vemfe,etc"  "^s^s :  provided,  hoivever,  that  the  surplus  revenue  held  by 
the  town  of  Danvers,  shall  be  divided  between  the  two  towns 
of  Danvers  and  South  Danvers,  j5;'0  7^ata,  according  to  the 
number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen, 
found  on  the  first  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
in  each  of  said  towns  respectively;  and  also  the  river  fund, 
now  in  the  treasury  of  the  town  of  Danvers,  and  what  may 
be  received  hereafter  from  the  Essex  Bridge  Corporation, 
shall  continue  to  be  held  by  the  town  of  Danvers,  and  ap- 
propriated for  improvements  in  Porter's,  Waters'  and  Crane 
Rivers.  But  the  town  of  South  Danvers  shall  take  and  hold, 
as  its  separate  property,  the  town  farm  and  almshouse,  and 
shall  pay  the  town  of  Danvers  its  proportion  of  the  value 
thereof,  according  to  the  appraisal  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  as  set  forth  in  the  annual  statement  of  accounts  of  the 
town  for  the  year  eighteen  liundred  and  fifty -five ;  and  each 
of  the  towns  of  Danvers  and  South  Danvers  shall  take  and 
hold,  as  its  separate  property,  the  town  house  situate  within 
its  own  limits,  paying  therefor  at  the  actual  cost  of  the  same. 

Paupers.  Sect.  4.     Thc  Said,  towns  of  Danvers  and  South  Danvers 

shall  be,  respectively,  liable  for  the  support  of  all  persons 
who  now  do,  or  shall  hereafter,  stand  in  need  of  relief  as 
paupers,  whose  settlement  was  gained  by,  or  derived  from, 
a  settlement  gained  or  derived  within  their  respective 
limits. 
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Sect.  5.     The  Peabody  Institute,  in  South  Danvers,  shall  J'^eaboiy  insti- 
be  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Danvers  and  South  Dan- 
vers, in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sect.  6.     In  case  the  said  towns  shall  disaorree  in  respect '''''.f^i'ees  to  be  ap- 

o  1  pinntid  ill  case  of 

to  the  division  of  paupers,  town  property,  town  debts,  state '*"^'^''""=«- 
and  county  taxes,  the  government  of  the  Peabody  Institute, 
the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  bridges  now  existing  in 
Danvers,  or  any  other  matters  arising  from  the  division  of 
the  town  of  Danvers  hereby  made,  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  the  county  of  Essex  are  hereby  authorized  to,  and 
shall,  upon  application  of  either  town,  appoint  three  disin- 
terested persons  to  hear  the  parties  and  award  thereon  ;  and 
their  award,  or  that  of  any  two  of  them,  when  accepted  by 
said  court,  shall  be  final.  And  said  commission,  in  case  the 
said  towns  cannot  agree,  shall  consider  and  determine  what 
sum  shall  be  paid  by  the  town  of  South  Danvers  in  consid- 
eration of  the  interest  in  the  school-house  in  district  num- 
ber six  of  certain  inhabitants  north  of  the  dividing  line; 
and  such  sum  shall  be  paid  to  the  school  district  in  the  town 
of  Danvers  to  which  said  inhabitants  may  hereafter  be  an- 
nexed. 

Sect.  7.     Said  town  of  South  Danvers  shall  remain  a  part  ri-ovision  for  the 

1  plert!iin  of  btate 

of  the  town  of  Danvers,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  state  °*'^"">«tc. 
officers,  senators  and  representatives  to  general  court, 
representatives  to  congress,  and  electors  of  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States,  until  the  next  decennial 
census  shall  be  taken,  or  until  another  apportionment  of  rep- 
resentatives to  the  general  court  shall  be  made.  The  meet- 
ings for  the  choice  of  said  ofiicers. shall  be  called  by  the  se- 
lectmen of  Danvers ;  and  the  selectmen  of  South  Danvers 
shall  make  a  true  list  of  persons  belonging  to  said  town  of 
South  Danvers,  qualified  to  vote  at  every  such  election,  and 
shall  post  up  the  same  in  the  said  town  of  South  Danvers, 
and  shall  correct  the  same  as  required  by  law,  and  shall  de- 
liver the  same  to  the  selectmen  of  Danvers,  before  any  such 
election ;  and  the  same  shall  be  taken  and  used  by  the  se- 
lectmen of  Danvers,  for  such  election,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  it  had  been  prepared  by  themselves.  Such  meetings  shall 
be  held  in  the  towns  of  Danvers  and  South  Danvers,  respec- 
tively, in  alternate  years,  commencing  this  year  with  the 
town  of  Danvers. 

Sect.  8.     All  monevs  now  in  the   treasury  of  said  town  ?'""*-7.  jio^  to 

,   -^  .  •'  be  applied. 

ot  Danvers,  or  which  may,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be 
received  into  the  treasuries  of  said  towns  of  Danvers  and 
South  Danvers,  respectively,  from  taxes  already  assessed,  or 

36 
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directed  to  be  assessed,  sliaU  be  applied  by  each  town  to 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  raised  and  assessed :  pro- 
vided, however,  that  all  expenses  incurred  for  improvements, 
hj  virtue  of  any  special  appropriations  made  by  the  town 
of  Danvers,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  or  which  may  be  made 
by  said  town  at  any  meeting  before  this  act  shall  take  effect, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  town  for  whose  benefit  such  appropria- 
tions were  or  may  be  made. 
how*Miied°°'  Sect.  9.  Any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Es- 
sex is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  warrant  to  any  princi- 
pal inhabitant  of  said  town  of  South  Danvers,  requiring  him 
to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  to  meet  at  the  time 
and  place  therein  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  all 
such  town  of&cers  as  towns  are,  by  law,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  choose  at  their  annual  meetings. 

Sect.  10.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 


Chap.  o86      An  Act  to  establish  an  Independent  Line  of  Railroad  Communication 

between  Boston  and  Lowell. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Son?may°e9iabI  Sect.  1.  The  LowcU  and  Lawrence  Railroad  Company, 
ush  new  line.  )^q  Salcm  and  Lowell  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Boston 
and  Maine  Railroad,  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  arrange- 
ments between  themselves,  for  the  use  in  common  of  those 
sections  of  their  several  railroads  which  lie  between  Lowell 
and  Boston,  to  wit:  that  section  of  the  Lowell  and  Law- 
rence Railroad  which  lies  between  Lowell  and  the  point  of 
janction  with  the  Salem  and  Lowell  Railroad,  in  Tewksbury, 
that  section  of  the  Salem  and  LoweU  Railroad  which  lies 
between  said  last  named  point  and  a  convenient  point  of 
junction  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  in  Wilmington, 
and  that  section  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  which 
lies  southwardly  of  said  last  named  point.  And  the  above 
named  corporations,  in  conformity  to  such  arrangements, 
may  use  said  sections  of  their  several  railroads,  or  permit 
the  same  to  be  used,  for  the  transportation  of  persons  and 
property, 
j'amapes,  how        Sect.  2.     Auv  peison  Or  cornoratiou  who  may  sustain 

estimated.  ,  ^  .ii,ii 

damage  by  reason  of  any  acts  aone  by  tno  three  corpora- 
tions above  named,  or  either  of  them,  in  pursuance  of  tho 
authority  granted  by  this  act,  may  have  the  same  estimated 
in  the  manner  now  provided  by  law  for  the  estimation  of 
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damages  caused  by  the  laying  out,  making  and  maintaining 
of  a  railroad ;  but  the  application  shall  be  made  to  the 
county  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Middlesex;  and  if  Jury- 
either  party,  being  dissatisfied  with  such  estimate  of  dam- 
ages, shall  apply  for  a  jury,  the  jury  shall  be  taken  from  such 
towns  in  said  county  as  any  justice  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  shall  direct,  and  the  sheriff  shall  apply  to  some  one  of 
said  justices  for  such  direction,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  justice  to  name  the  towns  from  which  the  jury  sha,ll  be 
taken,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sect.  3.  The  three  railroad  corporations  named  in  the  "^^s- 
first  section  of  this  act  are  authorized  to  run  trains  through 
from  Lowell  to  Boston,  and  from  Boston  to  Lowell,  over  the 
three  aforesaid  sections  of  railroad,  without  change  of  cars 
or  loss  of  time,  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  mer- 
chandise over  any  portion  of  the  line  between  Boston  and 
Lowell,  and  to  sell  tickets,  and  to  receive  payment  of  money 
in  their  cars  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  as  afore- 
said, and  to  make  joint  tanfls  for  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise :  provided,  that  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  ^'''>^''='°- 
to  permit  said  corporations,  or  either  of  them,  to  transport 
passengers  or  freight  from  Boston,  Charlestown,  Cambridge 
or  Somerville,  to  any  point  within  five  miles  of  the  northerly 
terminus  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad,  or  from  any 
point  within  five  miles  of  the  northerly  terminus  of  said 
last  named  railroad  to  Boston,  Charlestown,  Cambridge  or 
Somerville. 

Sect.  4.      The  first  two  sections  of  this  act  shall  take  J]^^e^!;i;'e'\.'*°^*° 
effect  when  the  same  shall  have  been  accepted  by  all  the 
corporations  therein  named ;  but  the  last  two  sections  shall 
take  effect  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act.    [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Wareham  Savings  Bank  to  hold  Real  Estate.      Chap,  387 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Wareham  Savings  Bank  is  hereby  author- ^ray how  reaies 

iiiT  1  1  rt-ii-iT    **"*  *°  amount  of 

ized  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  dol-  ®«>"oi). 
lars :  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  proviso. 
in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site  and 
the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  be  used 
for  banking  purposes  of  said  corporation. 

Sect.  2.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 
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Chap.  388    An  Act  to  change  the  Title  of  the  Commissioners  on  Boston  Harbor  and 

the  Back  Bay. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repi'esenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Title  changed.  Sect.  1.  The  commissionei's,  appointed  under  the  author- 
ity  of  the  seventy-ninth  chapter  of  the  resolves  of  eiohteen 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  shall  hereafter  be  styled  and  known 
as  the  Commissioners  on  the  Back  Bay. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 

Chttp.  389  An  Act  authorizing  the  obtaining  of  Land  or  Pier  Wharf  for  the  purpose 

of  widening  the  Charles  River  Bridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Commissioners  to      Sect.  1.     The  commissiouers  under  the  "Act  relatino-  to 

purciiase      land,  ~^  ^ 

««c.  the  Charles  River  Bridge  and  the  Warren  Bridge,"  passed 

on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four,  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase,  or 
take,  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  Charles  River  Bridge 
to  the  uniform  width  of  fifty  feet,  so  much  land  or  pier  wliarf 
lying  on  the  westerly  side  of  said  bridge,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  city  of  Charlestown,  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
such  purpose. 

If  nnabie  to  pur-      Sect.  2.    In  casc  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  be  able 

chase,  may  talie,  ,  ,  •  i    i        i  •  i        ^  ■,  r. 

etc.  to  purchase  said  land  or  pier  wharf,  or  any  part  thereof, 

then  and  in  such  case  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  take 
the  same,  and  upon  such  taking,  a  certificate  thereof,  signed 
and  sealed  by  them  and  recorded  in  the  registry  of  deeds 
for  the  county  wherein  such  land  or  pier  wharf  shall  lie, 
shall  vest  the  fee  simple  of  the  premises,  so  taken,  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

niav'p^pmfoirfo?      Sect.  3.     If  said  land  or  pier  wharf,  or  any  part  thereof, 

*^^^;^f^sment  of  shall  bc  so  taken  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  party  or  parties 
aggrieved  by  such  taking,  may,  within  one  year  after  such 
taking,  apply,  by  petition,  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  to  have  such  damages  assessed  by  a 

Noticeofpotitioniury ;  and  notice  of  such  petition  shall  be  served  upon  the 

to  be  served.         >!      J   '  ^       i^     ■,         A  i   -      •  i 

attorney-general  or  the  Commonwealth,  m  such  manner  as 
the  court  shall  direct,  not  less  than  sixty  days  before  the 
time  when  such  notice  shall  be  returnable,  and  the  jury  that 
may  be  impanelled  to  ascertain  and  assess  said  damages, 
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shall  be  under  oath  truly  and  justly  to  ascertain  and  assess 
the  same,  and  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff  of 
said  county  of  Suffolk,  go  on  the  premises  and  view  the  same 
and  return  their  verdict  into  the  said  court. 

Sect.  4.     His  excellency  the  ij;overnor,  witli  the  advice  oovemortodraw 

•  1     •      1  1  1         •        T  1  1  •     warrant,  etc. 

and  consent  of  the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  treasury  for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary 
to  pay  the  value  of  said  land  or  pier  wharf  purchased  or 
taken  as  aforesaid,  as  the  same  may  be  mutually  agreed  on 
by  the  parties,  or  determined  by  a  jury  as  hereinbefore  pre- 
scribed ;  and  the  money  so  drawn  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
money  held  by  the  treasurer  as  the  Charles  River  and  War- 
ren Bridge  Fund. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lexington  and  Chelinsford  Railroad  Company.    Ghctp.  390 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloiDS  : 

Sect.  1.  Joseph  Reed,  W.  H.  B.  Whiteman,  Jonathan  oorporator?. 
Hill,  John  B.  Billings,  George  P.  Elliott,  and  Nathaniel  C. 
Cutler,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Lexington  and  Chelmsford 
Railroad  Company;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  ^^"^"t'l'e"*'''"' 
subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth 
in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  of 
the  thirty-ninth  chapter  in  that  part  thereof  relating  to  rail- 
road corporations,  and  in  all  other  general  laws  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  hereafter  passed  relative  to  railroad  cor- 
porations. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  are  empowered  to  locate,  con-  Location. 
struct  and  maintain,  a  railroad,  with  one  or  more  tracks, 
from  a  point  in  the  town  of  Lexington,  by  the  most  con- 
venient route,  throuiih  the  towns  of  Bedford,  Billerica  and 
Chelmsford,  to  a  point  on  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Railroad 
most  convenient  for  entering  on  said  road  in  the  village  of 
North  Chelmsford. 

Sect.  3.  Said  company  may  enter  with  their  railroad  ^J,"^^'  ^u"^*"  ^t^°e''r 
upon  the  Lexington  and  West  Cambridge  Railroad,  at  the  '^"*''*- 
most  convenient  point  in  the  town  of  Lexington,  and  also 
upon  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Railroad,  at  the  most  conven- 
ient point  in  the  town  of  Chelmsford,  and  use  the  said  roads, 
or  either  of  them,  or  any  part  or  parts  of  both,  or  either  of 
them,  according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 
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Sect.  4.  The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  consist 
of  four  thousand  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  no 
assessment  shall  be  laid  thereon  of  a  greater  amount  in  the 
whole  than  one  hundred  dollars  on  each  share  ;  and  the  said 
company  may  invest  and  hold  such  part  of  its  capital  stock 
in  real  and  personal  estate  as  may  be  necessary  and  conven 
ieut  for  the  purpose  of  their  incorporation. 

Sect.  5.  If  the  location  of  the  said  railroad  be  not  tiled, 
according  to  law,  within  three  years,  or  if  the  said  railroad 
shall  not  be  constructed  within  five  years,  with  at  least  one 
track,  then  this  act  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  6.  The  legisUture  may,  from  time  to  time,  reduce 
the  rate  of  tolls  or  other  profits  upon  the  said  railroad,"  but 
the  tolls  shall  not,  without  the  consent  of  said  company,  be 
so  reduced  as  to  produce  with  the  said  profits  less  than  ten 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

Sect.  7.  The  legislature  may  authorize  any  company  to 
enter  with  another  railroad  upon  and  use  the  said  Lexing- 
ton and  Chelmsford  Railroad,  or  any  part  thereof,  paying 
therefor  such  a  rate  of  toll  or  compensation  as  the  legisla- 
ture may,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe,  or  as  may  be  fixed  by 
any  general  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  complying  with 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  established  by  the  said 
Lexington  and  Chelmsford  Kailroad  Company. 

Sect.  8.  Any  person  or  corporation  that  may  sustain 
damage  by  this  railroad  company  in  pursuance  of  the  author- 
ity granted  by  this  act,  may  have  the  same  estimated  in  the 
manner  now  provided  by  law  for  the  estimation  of  damages 
caused  by  the  laying  out,  making  and  maintaining  of  a  rail- 
road. But  the  application  shall  be  made  to  the  county  com- 
missioners of  the  county  of  Middlesex;  and  if  either  party, 
being  dissatisfied  with  such  estimate  of  damage,  shall  apply 
for  a  jury,  the  jury  shall  be  taken  from  such  towns  in  said 
county  as  any  justice  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  shall 
direct;  and  the  sheriff  shall  apply  to  some  one  of  the  said 
justices  for  such  direction;  and  it  shall  be  the  dijty  of  said 
justice  to  name  the  towns  from  which  the  jury  shall  be  taken, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  [Appi'oved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  18,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  relation  to  Offensive  Trades.  Chap.  891 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  board  of  health  of  any  city  or  town  in  this  mav^1)ca^te trades 
Commonwealth  may,  from  time  to  time,  assign  certain  places  fan?^^'*  ""  "''*' 
for  the  exercising  of  any  trade  or  employment  which  is  a 
nuisance  or  hurtful  to  the  inhabitants  or  their  estates,  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  health,  or  the  exercise  of  which  is 
attended  by  noisome  and  injurious  odors,  or  otherwise  inju- 
rious to  their  estates,  and  they  may  forbid  the  exercise  of 
either  of  them  in  places  not  so  assigned  ;  and  the  said  board 
may  also  forbid  the  exercise  of  such  trade  or  employment 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  or  town,  or  in  any  particular 
locality  thereof. 

Sect.  2.     All  orders  of  the  board  of  health,  as  provided  orders servpd  up- 

'  1  on  occupants,  etc. 

in  the  first  section,  shall  be  served  upon  the  occupant  of  the 
place  where  such  trade  or  employment  is  exercised,  or  upon 
any  person  having  charge  thereof:  and  in  case  of  neorlect  or  renaitv  for  nog- 
refusal  to  obey  such  order  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  said  service,  by  such  occupant  or  other  person,  they  and 
each  of  them  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty 
dollars,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
by  indictment ;  and  in  case  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  of  health  to  prevent  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  trade  or  employment,  and  to  take  all  neces- 
sary measures  to  that  end. 

Sect.  3.     Any  person  aggrieved  at  any  such  order  of  th%  I'^^ons  ap«ripv- 

J    L  oa  J  ed  may  applr  for 

board  of  health  may  apply  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  if '■''"iT' 
sitting  in  the  county  in  which  such  order  is  made,  or  to  any 
justice  thereof  in  vacation,  for  a  jury;  and  such  court  or 
justice  shall  issue  a  warrant  for  a  jury  to  be  impanelled  by 
the  sheriff  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  in  regard  to  the 
laying  out  of  highways.  Such  application  shall  be  made 
within  three  days  after  the  service  of  such  order,  and  the 
jury  shall  be  impanelled  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  court 
or  justice  may  direct. 

Sect.  4.     In  case  of  appeal,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  incase  of  appeal, 
section,  such  trade  or  cmptoyment  shall  not  be  exercised 
while  the  same  is  pending ;  and  in  case   of  any  violation  of 
this  section,  said  appeal  shall  be  dismissed  forthwith. 

Sect.  5.     The  jury  shall  find  a  verdict,  either  aflirming  i>"ty  of  jurors. 
or  annulling  the  said  order  in  full,  or  making  alteration 
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therein,  as  the}'  may  see  fit,  which  verdict  shall  be  returned 
to  the  next  term  of  the  said  court  by  the  sheriff,  for  accep- 
tance, in  like  manner  as  in  the  case  of  highways,  and  which 
verdict,  being  accepted,  shall  be  binding  to  the  same  efiFect 
as  the  original  order  would  have  been  without  such  appeal. 

^°^^^  Sect.  6.     If  the  verdict  shall  affirm  such  order,  costs  shall 

be  recovered  by  the  city  or  town  against  such  applicant;  if 
tlie  verdict  shall  annul  such  order  in  whole,  damages  and 
costs  shall  be  recovered  by  the  complainant  against  such 
city  or  town;  and  in  case  the  verdict  shall  alter  such  order 
in  part,  the  court  may  render  such  judgment,  as  to  costs,  as 
to  justice  shall  appertain. 

When  and  how  to  Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage;  but  it  shall  not  be  in  force  in  any  city  or  town 
unless  the  inhabitants  of  such  town,  or  the  city  council  of 
such  city,  shall  adopt  the  same  at  legal  meetings.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 


Chcip.  892  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Baltic  Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Jolm  H.  Osgood,  Jcssc  Gould,  Nchcmlah  Boyii- 

ton,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  cor- 
Duration.  poration  for  the  term   of  twenty  years  from  the  passage  of 

this  act,  by  the  name  of  the  Baltic  Insurance  Company,  to 
T)e  established  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  insurance  against  losses  by  fire,  and  maritime  losses ; 
Powers,  uabiii-    y,r[\\\  all  thc  powcrs  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  and  forty-fourth  chapters   of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  all  other  general  laws,  which  are  now,  or  may  hereafter 
be,  in  force  relative  to  insurance  companies, 
canttai  stock.         Sect.  2.     The  Said  corporation  shall  have  a  capital  stock 
In  shares  of  siioo  of  one  huudrcd  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one 
^^'^^'  hundred  dollars  each,  with  liberty  to  pay  in  and  increase 

Mar  increase  to   thc  samc  to  au  auiouut  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand 

$300,000.  ^,,  .,  Til,  ?•  i- 

dollars,  and  may  hold  real  estate  lor  its  use  not  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Policies,  when  to      Sect.  3.     The  Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  make 

be  issucdi 

insurance  against  losses  b}'-  fire,  wiicn  fifty  thousand  dollars 
of  their  capital  shall  have  been  actually  paid  in  ;  and  against 
both  fire  and  maritime  losses,  when  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  their  capital  shall  have  been  actually  paid  in. 
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Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Emigrant  Aid  and  Mining  Company.  Chup.  393 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoritij  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     James  Ritchie,  Jonathan  W.  Pottle,  Allen  Put-  corporators, 
nam,  Thomas  Struthers,  Bradford  K.  Peirce,  their  associ- 
ates, successors  and  assigns,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Emigrant  Aid  and  Mining  Com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  assisting  emigrants  to  settle  on  I'l^'pose- 
the  lands  of  said  company,  in  the  north-western  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  opening  and  working  the  mines  therein,  and 
improving  and  disposing  of  said  lands ;  and  for  these  pur-  f^^^^^i^?'^^^^' 
poses  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth 
in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  ce?d  skouo.m^' 
exceed   three    millions  of  dollars.     Said   capital   may   be  nowmvestod. 
invested  in  real  and  personal  estate :  provided,  the  corpo- 
ration shall  not  purchase  and  hold  real  estate  in  this  Com- 
monwealth to  an  amount  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  company  to  employ  untj- of  company, 
emigrants  to  work  their  mines  and  lands,  if  they  can  be 
obtained,  and  to  keep  an  agent  in  this  State,  to  collect  and 
forward  the  same  to  Pennsylvania. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  certain  Towns  in  the  Counties  of  Franklin  and  Berk-  Chap.  394 
shire  to  subscribe  to  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Rail- 
road Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotos  : 

Sect.  1.  That  each  of  the  several  towns  of  Ashfield,  Jt°oTk1nTauroa^d 
Buckland,  Conway,  Coleraine,  Charlemont,  Deeriield,  Green- 
field, Hawley,  Heath,  Monroe,  Rowe,  and  Shelburne,  in  the 
county  of  Franklin,  and  each  of  the  several  towns  of  Adams, 
Florida  and  Williamstown,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  subscribe  for  and  hold  shares 
in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad 
Company,  to  any  amount  of  money  not  exceeding  three  per 
37 
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Proviso.  centum  on  the  amount  of  its  last  valuation :  provided^  the 

inhabitants  of  such*  town  or  towns,  at  ^  legal  town  meeting 
duly  called  for  that  purpose,  shall  vote  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
to  subscribe  for  such  shares  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
this  act,  to  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the  town  treasury,  and 
to  hold  the  same  as  town  property,  subject  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  town,  for  public  purposes,  in  like  manner  as  any 
other  property  which  it  may  possess, 
mwey  bl^^^axls  Sect.  2.  Said  towus  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise,  by 
Orleans.  loaus  or  taxcs,  any  sums  of  money  which  shall  be  required 

to  pay  the  instalments  on  their  respective  subscription  to 
said  stock  and  interest  thereon. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 

y^hap.  oyo  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  Rockport  to  take  Stock  in  the  Rockport 

Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloiDS  : 

i^edWubscrfbe      Sect.  1.     The  towu  of  Eockport,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 

?oads?ock'.'^  '■""■  is  hereby  authorized  to  subscribe  for  and  hold  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Rockport   Railroad  Company,  to  the 

Proviso.  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars :  provided,  the  inhabi- 

tants of  said  town,  at  a  legal  town  meeting  duly  called  for 
that  purpose,  shall,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  legal  vot- 
ers present  and  voting  thereon,  vote  to  subscribe  for  such 
shares  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  act,  to  pay  for 
the  same  out  of  the  town  treasury,  and  to  hold  the  same  as 
town  property,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  town,  for 
public  purposes,  in  like  manner  as  any  other  property  which 
it  may  possess. 

b^'^t'aio/ioan"^^  Sect.  2.  Said  town  is  hereby  authorized  to  raise,  by  loan 
or  tax,  any  sums  of  money  which  shall  be  required  to  pay  its 
instalments  on  its  subscription  to  said  stock  and  interest 
thereon. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  it.s 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 

Chap.  396  An  Act  in  relation  to  Trials  for  Libels. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of . 
the  sam,e,  as  folloios  : 

fiolfsTorubli*^"  Sect.  1.  In  every  prosecution,  and  in  every  civil  action 
for  writing  or  for  publishing  a  libel,  the  defendant  may  give 
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in  evidence,  in  liis  defence  upon  the  trial,  the  truth  of  the 
matter  contained  in  the  publication  charoed  as  libellous  ; 
and  such  evidence  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  justification, 
unless  malicious  intention  shall  be  proved. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  certain  Forms  under  "  An  Act  concerning  the  Manu-  Chan.  397 
facture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  followinp-  forms  may  be  used  in  prosecu-  f°™s  of  com- 
tions  under  "An  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  isss" "h^'liV*"' 
of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors,"  passed  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five,  and  if  substantially  followed,  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  to  fully  and  plainly,  substantially  and 
formally,  describe  the  several  offences  in  each  of  them  set 
forth,  and  to  authorize  the  lawful  doings  of  the  officers  act- 
ing by  virtue  of  the  several  warrants  issued  in  substantial 
conformity  therewith ;  but  this  shall  not  be  so  construed  as 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  other  suitable  forms  under  the  said 
act. 

Foriii  of  a  Complaint  for  keeping  intoxicating  liquor  for  sale,  under 
section  twenty  four  of  the  said  "  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture 
and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors.'' 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

M ,  ss. 

To  N.  C,  Esquire,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within 
and  for  the  county  of  M . 

J.  S.,  of  L ,  in  the  county  of  M ,  in  behalf  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  on  oath  complains  that 

D.  E.,  of  said  L ,  on  the         day  of        ,  in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and  ,  at  said  L ,  did  keep  intoxi- 

cating liquor,  with  intent  to  sell  the  same  in  this  Common- 
wealth, he,  the  said  I).  E.,  not  being  authorized  to  sell  the' 
same  in  said  Commonwealth,  for-any  purpose,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  entitled 
"An  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous 
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and  Intoxicating  Liquors,"  or  by  any  legal  authority  -what- 
ever, against  the  peace  and  contrary  to  the  form  of  the 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  "Wherefore  the 
said  J.  S.  prays  that  a  warrant  may  be  issued  for  the  arrest 
of  said  D,  E.,  and  that  he  be  dealt  with  as  to  law  and  jus- 
tice may  appertain. 

J s . 

Received  and  sworn  to,  the         day  of        ,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and 

Before  N C ] 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Form  of  Warrant  to  arrest  the  party   accused  on  the  foregoing 

Complaint. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

M ,  ss. 

To  the  sheriff  of  any  county  in  the  State,  or  either 

[L.  s.]       of  his  deputies,  or  either  constable  of  any  town 

in  the  county  of  M . 

Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 

are  hereby  required  forthwith  to  apprehend  D.  E.,  of  L , 

in  said  county  of  M ,  (if  he  may  be  found  within  your 

precinct,)  who  stands  charged  by  the  complaint  of  J.  S., 
upon  oath,  with  the  offence  of  keeping  intoxicating  liquors, 
with  intent  to  sell  the  same  in  this  Commonwealth,  contrary 
to  law,  and  bring  him  before  the   subscriber,  or  some  other 

justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county  of  M ,  to  be  dealt 

with  as  to  law  and  justice  may  appertain. 

You  are  also  required  to  summon 

[Here  insert  the  names  of  the  witnesses.] 
and  the  complainant,  to  appear  and  give  evidence  of  what 
they  may  know  touching  the  matter  of  said  complaint,  at  the 
time  and  place  you  have  the  said  D.  E.,  before  either  of  said 
justices  for  trial.  Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of 
your  doings  herein. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  at  said  L ,  in  the  year  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and 

N- C , 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Form  of  Mittimus  for  keeping  intoxicating  liquors  for  sale  under 
section  twenty  four  of  said  Act. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

M ,  ss. 

To  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  M ,  his  depu- 

[L.  s.]       ties,  the  constables  of  tie  town  of  L ,  and 

the  keeper  of  the  jail  in  C ,  in  said  county. 

Whereas,  D.  E.,  of  L ,  in  said  county,  now  stands  con- 
victed before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county  of  M ,  of  keeping  intoxi- 
cating Hquor  at  said  L ,  on  the  day  of  ,  in  the 

year  eighteen  hundred  and  ,  with  intent  to  sell  the  same 
in  this  Commonwealth,  he  not  being  then  and  there  author- 
ized so  fo  sell  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  an  act 
passed  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five,  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  the  Manu- 
facture and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors," 
or  by  any  lawful  authority  whatever ;  for  which  offence  he, 
the  said  D.  E.,  is  sentenced  by  me,  the  said  justice,  to  pay 
a  fine  of  ten  dollars  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
costs  of  prosecution,  taxed  at  dollars  and  cents,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  twenty  days  in  the  house  of  correction,  in 
C ,  in  said  county. 

We  therefore  command  you,  the  said  sheriff^,  deputies  and 
constables,  and  each  of  you,  forthwith  to  convey  the  said 

defendant,  D.  E,,  to  the  house   of  correction,  in  C ,  in 

the  county  aforesaid,  and  to  deliver  him  to  the  said  keeper. 
And  you,  the  said  keeper,  are,  in  like  manner,  commanded 
to  receive  the  said  defendant,  D.  E.,  (whom  we  herewith 
send,)  into  your  custody  in  said  jail,  and  there  safely  to 
keep  him  for  twenty  days,  and  to  keep  him  twenty  days 
longer  unless  said  fine  and  costs  are  sooner  paid,  or  until 
he  be  otherwise  discharged  by  due  course  of  law. 

Witness  ray  hand  and  seal,  at  aforesaid,  the  day 

of         ,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 

N c , 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Form  of  Complaint  to  search  for  intoxicating  liquor,  under  section 
twenty-jive  of  said  Act. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
M ,  ss. 

To  N.  C,  Esquire,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for 
the  county  of  M . 

J.  S.  and  L.  P.,  both  of  B ,  in  said  county  of  M , 
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and  both  being  of  full  age,  and  competent  to  testify,  in  be- 
half of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  on  oath,  complain 
that  they  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  intox- 
•   icating  liquors,  to  wit : 

[Here  describe  the  liquors,  as  a  certain  quantity  of  rum, 
being  about,  and  not  exceeding,         gallons;  a  certain 
quantity  of  gin,  being  about,  and  not  exceeding, 
gallons,  &c.,  according  to  the  facts. ] 
on  the         day  of        ,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and         ,  were,  and  still  are,  kept  and  deposited  by  D. 

E.,  of  said  B ,  in  a  certain  ,  situate 

[Here  describe  the  building  or  other  place,  with  particu- 
lars of  its  location,  sufficiently  to  identify  it.] 

in  said  B ,  and  occupied  by  the  said  D.  E.,  and  which 

liquors  are  intended  by  the  said  D.  E.  for  sale  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, said  D.  E.  not  being  authorized  to  sell  the  same 
in  this  Commonwealth,  or  to  manufacture  or  keep  the 
same  for  sale  in  this  Commonwealth,  for  any  purpose  under 
the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  entitled  •'  An  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture 
and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors,"  or  by  any 
other  legal  authority  whatever,  against  the  peace  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case 
made  and  provided ;  and  said  complainants  pray  for  a  war- 
rant to  search  said  ,  described  as  aforesaid,  for  the  said 
liquors,  and  that  the  same  may  be  declared  to  be  forfeited, 
and  that  the  said  D.  E.,  and  all  other  persons  claiming  an 
interest  in  said  liquors,  may  be  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  said  justice,  or  some  other  justice  of  the  peace  or  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  to  show  cause,  if  any  they 
have,  why  the  said  liquors  should  not  be  declared  forfeited. 
[If  the  place  intended  to  be  searched  be  a  dwelling-house, 
used  and  occupied  exclusively  as  such,  and  no  tavern,  store, 
grocery,  eating-room  or  place  of  common  resort,  be  kept 
therein,  the  complaint  should  conclude  as  follows : — ] 

And  I,  J.  S.,  one  of  the  above  named  complainants,  on 
oath,  say  that  I  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that 
intoxicating  liquor,  such  as  is  above  mentioned,  has  been 
sold  in  the  house  above  mentioned,  [or  has  been  taken  from 
the  house  above  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold,] 
by  the  occupant  of  said  house,  or  with  the  consent  and  per- 
mission of  the  occupant  of  said  house,  contrary  to  law,  within 
one  month  next  before  this  day,  and  that  the  said  liquor 
above  mentioned  is  now  kept  in  said  house  for  sale  by  the 
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said  D.  E.,  contrary  to  law ;  and  my  belief  aforesaid,  is 
founded  on  the  following  facts  and  circumstances : — 
[Here  let  such  facts  and  circumstances  be  stated.] 

J s . 

L P . 

Received  and  sworn  to  at  said  B ,  before  me,  this 

day  of  ,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  probable  cause  to  believe 
the  foregoing  complaint  to  be  true. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Form  of  Warrant   to   search  a  dwelling-Jioiisc  and  seize  liqriors 
therein,  imJauifuUy  kept  for  sale. 


Commonwealth  of  Alassachusettc 


^l- 


To  the  sheriff  of  our  county  of  M ,  or  either 

[L.  s.]  of  his  deputies,  or  any  constable  of  the  town 

of  B ,  in  said  county, 

(Greeting : 

Wliereas,  J.  S.  and  L.  P.,  both  of  said  B ,  and  both  of 

full  age,  and  competent  to  testify,  on  the         day  of         ,  in 

the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and       ,  at  said  B , 

in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  on  oath  com- 
plained to  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 

within  and  for  said  county  of  M- ,  that  they  have  reason 

to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  on  the         day  of        ,in  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and         ,  at  said  B , 

intoxicating  liquors,  to  wit : — 

[Here  describe  the  liquors  as  in  the  complaint.] 
are  kept  and  deposited  by  D.  E.,  of  said  B ,  in  a  cer- 
tain        ,  situate 

[Here  describe  the  building  or  other  place,  as  in  the  com- 
plaint.] 

in  said  B ,  and  occupied  by  said  D.  E.  as  a         ,  and 

that  said  liquors  were,  and  are,  intended  for  sale  by  the  said 
D.  E.,  in  this  Commonwealtii,  contrary  to  law — he,  the  said 
D.  E.,  not  being  then  and  there  authorized  to  sell,  or  manu- 
facture, or  keep  such  liquors  for  sale  in  this  Commonwealth, 
for  any  purpose,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled 
''An  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous 
and  Intoxicating  Liquors,"  or  by  any  other  legal  authority 
whatever,  whereby  said  liquors  have  become  liable  to  be 
forfeited. 
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• 

[In  case  the  place  to  be  searched  be  a  dwelling-house, 
used  and  occupied  exclusively  as  such,  and  no  tavern,  store, 
grocery,  eating-room,  or  place  of  common  resort,  be  kept 
therein,  the  warrant  should  contain  the  following  clause  : — ] 
[And  J.  S.,  one  of  the  said  complainants,  has  duly  made 
oath  that  he  has  reason  to  believe,  and  doth  believe,  that 
intoxicating  liquors,  such  as  are  mentioned  in  the  complaint, 
have  been  illegally  sold  in  said  house,  within  one  month  last 
past,  by  the  occupant  thereof,  (or  with  the  permission  and 
consent  of  the  occupant  thereof,  or  have  been  taken  from 
the  said  house  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold,)  contrary  to 
law,  within  one  month  last  past,  and  that  such  liquors  are 
kept  and  deposited  in  said  house  by  the  said  D.  E.,  and  in- 
tended for  sale  in  this  Commonwealth,  contrary  to  law,  and 
has,  in  his  said  oath,  stated  the  following  facts  and  circum- 
stances on  which  said  belief  was  founded.] 

[Here  let  the  facts  and  circumstances  be  repeated,  as  in 
the  complaint.] 
And  said  complainants  have  also  prayed  that  due  process 
may  issue  to  search  for  the  said  liquors,  and  that  such  fur- 
ther proceedings  may  be  had,  in  the  premises,  as  to  law  and 
justice  in  that  behalf  may  appertain :  and  whereas  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  the  subscriber,  on  the  complaint  aforesaid,  that 
probable  cause  has  been  shown  for  the  issuing  of  a  warrant 
of  search  thereupon  : — 

These,  therefore,  are  to  require  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth,  taking  with  you  proper  assistants,  forthwith 
to  enter  the  said  herein  above  described,  and  make  diligent 
and  careful  search  for  all  the  liquors  herein  above  described, 
and,  if  such  liquors  are  found  therein,  to  seize  and  convey 
the  same,  and  the  vessels  which  contain  such  liquors,  to 
some  place  of  safety,  and  safely  keep  the  same,  to  await 
the  final  action  and  decision  of  the  court  upon  said  com- 
plaint. 

Herein  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  at  said  B ,  this         day  of 

,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

N C 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
[In  a  warrant  for  searching  any  other  place  besides  a 
dwelling-house,  that  part  in  the  foregoing  foj-m  which  relates 
to  the  means  of  knowledge  of  the  complainant  that  a  sale 
has  been  made  in  the  building,  should  be  omitted.] 
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Warrant  to  Officer  to  serve  notice  under  section  twenty-sixth  of  said 

Act. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

M ..  ss. 

To  Ae  sheriff  of  our  county  of  ]\I ,  or  either 

[L.  s.]  of  his  deputies,  or  any  constable  of  the  town 

of  B ,  in  said  county  : — 

[If  the  seizure  be  made  in  a  city,  the  warrant  may  be  di- 
rected to  the  city  marshal  and  other  city  officers  authorized 
to  serve  it.] 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  serve  the  annexed  notice, 
by  delivering  an  attested  copy  thereof  into  the  hands  of  D. 

E.,  of  B ,  in  the  county  of  M ,  or  leaving  an  attested 

copy  thereof  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  and  also  by  post- 
ing up  another  attested  copy  thereof  on 

[Here  describe  the  building  in  which  the  liquor  was  seized,  if 
it  be  found  in  any  building ;  but  if  not  found  in  any  build- 
ing, say  in  some  public  place  in  said  town  of  B .] 

and  also  by  publishing  an  attested  copy  thereof  twice  [or 
more  times  if  thought  advisable]  in  the  , 

a  newspaper  published  in  said  B ;  and  you  are  hereby 

commanded  to  serve  the  said  copy  on  said  D.  E.,  and  to  post 
another  copy  as  above  directed,  and  to  publish  the  copy  of 
the  said  notice  the  first  time,  at  least  fourteen  days  before 
the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  at  said  B ,  this         day  of 

.  in  the  vear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

X.^ C 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Form  of  Notice  under  section  twenty-sixth  of  said  Act,  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  foregoing  Warrant,  and  served  as  therein  directed. 

To  D.  E.,  of  B ,  in  the  county  of  M -,  and  to  any 

and  all  other  persons  claiming  any  interest  in  [twenty  gal- 
lons of  rum  in  a  barrel,  two  gallons  of  gin  in  a  demijohn, 
and  in  said  barrel  and  demijohn,  or  as  the  case  may  be,] 
which,  by  virtue   of  a  warrant,  issued  by  me,  have  been 

seized  [at  the  dwelling-house  of  said  D.  E.,  in  said  B , 

or  as  the  case  may  be]  on  the         day  of         ,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and         ,  the  value  of  which  rum  and  gin, 
with  the  vessels  containing  them,  does  not  in  my  opinion 
exceed  twenty  dollars. 
38 
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You  are  hereby  required  to  appear  at 

[Here  name  the  place  appoiated  for  the  hearing.] 

in  said  B ,  at         o'clock,     M.,  on  the  day  of  , 

in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ,  to  answer 
to  the  complaint  against  the  said  liquors*and  the  vessels 
containing  them,  and  for  trial,  and  to  show  cause,  if  any  you 
have,  why  the  said  liquors  and  the  vessels  containing  them 
should  not  be  forfeited  for  being  kept  for  sale  by  the  said 
D.  E.,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Witness  my  hand  at  B ,  this  day  of  ,  in  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

N C , 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Warrant  to  Officer  to  serve  notice  under  section  thirty  of  said  Act. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

M ,  ss. 

To  the  sheriff  of  our  county  of  M ,  or  either 

[L.  s.]        of  his  deputies,  or  any  constable  of  the  town  of 
B ,  in  said  county : — 

[If  the  seizure  be  made  in  a  city,  the  warrant  may  be 
directed  to  the  city  marshal  and  other  city  officers  author- 
ized to  serve  it.] 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  serve  the  annexed  notice, 
by  delivering  an  attested  copy  thereof  into  the  hands  of  D. 
E.,  of  B ,  in  the  county  of  M ,  or  by  leaving  an  at- 
tested copy  thereof  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  and  also  by 
posting  up  another  attested  copy  thereof  on 

[Here  describe  the  building  in  which  the  liquor  was  seized,  if 
it  be  found  in  any  building ;  but  if  not  found  in  any  build- 
ing, add,  in  some. public  place  in  said  town  of  B .] 

and  also  by  publishing  an  attested  copy  thereof  twice  [or 
more  times  if  the  magistrate  thinks  it  necessary]   in  the 

,  a  newspaper  published  in  said  B ; 

and  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  serve  the  said  copy  on 
said  D.  E.,  and  to  post  another  copy  as  above  directed,  and 
to  publish  the  copy  of  the  said  notice  the  first  time,  at  least 
fourteen  days  before  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  before  the  justices  of  our  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  next  to  be  holden  at  C-- — ,  in  and  for  our  county 
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of  M ,  on  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  at  said  B ,  this         day  of 

,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

N C , 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Form  of  Notice  under  section  thirty  of  the  said  Act,  to  be  annexed 
to  the  foregoing  Warrant. 

To  D.  E.,  of  B ,  in  the  county  of  M ,  and  to  any 

and  all  other  persons  claiming  any  interest  in  [one  hundred 
gallons  of  brandy  in  two  hogsheads,  and  two  gallons  of  gin 
in  a  demijohn,  and  in  said  hogsheads  and  demijohn,  or  as  the 
case  may  be,]  which,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  issued  by  me, 
have  been  seized  [at  the  dwelling-house  of  said  D.  E.,  in 

said  B ,  or  as  the  case  may  be,]  on  the  day  of        , 

in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  •  ,  the  value 
of  which  brandy  and  gin,  with  the  vessels  containing  them, 
in  my  opinion,  exceeds  twenty  dollars. 

You  are  hereby  required  to  appear  before  the  justices  of 

the  court  of  common  pleas  next  to  be  holden  at  C ,  in 

said  county  of  M ,  on  the         day  of         next,  to  answer 

to  the  complaint  against  the  said  liquors,  and  vessels  con- 
taining them,  and  for  trial,  and  to  show  cause,  if  any  you 
have,  why  the  said  liquors  and  vessels  containing  them  should 
not  be  forfeited  for  being  kept  for  sale,  by  the  said  D.  E.,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  at  B ,  this         day  of         , 

in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

N c , 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Form  of  Warrant  to  deliver  liquor,  suitable  for  chemical,  medi- 
cinal or  mechanical  purjjoses,  to  toicn  agent,  and  to  destroy  liquor 
unsuitable  for  such  purposes. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

M ,  ss. 

To  L.  M.,  deputy  sheriff,  [here  name  the  officer 
having  the  liquor  in  custody,]  and  S,  T.,  a 

[L.  s.]  person  appointed  by  N C ,  a  justice 

of  the  peace  for  saiS  county,  to  witness  the 
destruction  of  certain  intoxicating  liquors. 

Greeting : 
Whereas,  certain  intoxicating  liquors,  to  wit,  [ten  gallons 
of  gin  in  a  barrel,  and  four  gallons  of  port  wine  in  a  demi- 
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johu,  or  as  the  case  may  be,]  have  been  declared  forfeited 
by  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in 

and  for  the  county  of  M ,  for  having  been  kept  by  D,  E,, 

of  B ,  in  said  county  of  M ,  at  said  B ,  on  the 

day  of  ,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ,  with 
intent  to  sell  the  same  in  this  Commonwealth,  he  not  being 
then  and  there  authorized  so  to  sell  the  same,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  entitled  "  An  Act  con- 
cerning the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxi- 
cating Liquors,"  or  by  any  lawful  authority  whatever :  where- 
upon I  declared  and  adjudged,  among  other  things,  that  the 
said  liquors,  with  the  vessels  in  which  they  are  contained, 
were  forfeited  to  the  Commonwealth :  and  whereas,  after 
hearing  the  evidence  in  the  case,  and  examining  the  said 
liquors,  I  was  of  opinion  that  a  part  of  said  liquors,  to  wit, 
the  said  [ten  gallons  of  gin,]  are  suitable  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, and  that  the  rest  of  said  liquors,  to  wit,  the  said  [four 
gallons  of  port  wine,]  are  not  suitable  for  chemical,  medici- 
nal or  mechanical  purposes  :— 

l^ow,  I  hereby  command  you,  the  said  L.  M.,  to  deliver 
the  said  [ten  gallons  of  gin]  to  U.  T.,  agent  of  said  town 

of  B ,  [or  such  agent  as  may  be  appointed,]  for  the  sale 

of  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  by  him  sold  according  to  law, 
and  the  net  proceeds  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  I  further  order  you,  the  said  L.  M.,  to  des- 
troy the  said  [four  gallons  of  port  wine]  in  the  presence  of 
S.  T.,  a  person  appointed  by  me  to  witness  the  destruction 
thereof,  and  make  return  of  your  doings  on  this  precept. 
And  we  command  you,  the  said  S.  T.,  to  attend  and  witness 
the  destruction  thereof,  and  to  join  the  said  L.  M.  in  attest- 
ing the  fact  of  the  destruction  of  the  said  liquor,  in  the  re- 
turn on  the  back  of  this  precept. 

And  make  return  of  this  precept,  with  your  doings  thereon. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  at  said  B ,  the  day  of 

,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 

N C , 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Sect.  2.     This   act  shall  take  effect  from   and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 
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An  Act  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  Actions  under  the  three  hundred  Chap.  398 
and  twenty-second  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  All  actions  for  damagerf  claimed  under  the  pro- Actions umitea. 
visions  of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-second  chapter  of 
the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  entitled  ''An 
Act  concerning;  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  or 
latoxicating  Liquors/'  shall  be  commenced  within  six  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  not  J!fterwards. 

Sect.  2.  The  act  entitled  "An  Act  limiting  the  time  for  Act  repealed. 
bringing  Actions  under  the  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,"  and  approved  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  of  the 
current  year,  is  hereby  repealed.  [^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor,  May  19,  1855.J 


An  Act  concerning  the  places  of  holding  certain  Terms  of  the  Supreme  Chap.  399 
Judicial  Court  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  County  of  Essex. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  term  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  now  fp^iVl-Jlcourt 
holden  at  Ipswich,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  on  f'^anBec. 
the  eighth  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Tuesday  in  March, 
annually,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  at  Salem,  within  and  for 
said  county,  on  the  eighth  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Tues- 
day in  March,  annually. 

Sect.  2.  The  term  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  now  clfurtoIcommSn 
holden  at  Ipswich  aforesaid  on  the  third  Monday  of  June,  ^''^"^ '^'"*°fe'*'J- 
annually,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  at  Salem  on  the  third 
Monday  of  Jime,  annually ;  and  the  term  of  said  court  now 
holden  at  Lawrence  on  the  third  Monday  of  December,  an- 
nually, shall  hereafter  be  holden  at  Salem  on  the  third  Mon- 
day of  December,  annually  ;  and  the  term  of  said  court  now 
holden  at  Salem  on  the  third  Monday  of  March,  annually, 
shall  hereafter  be  holden  at  Lawrence  on  the  third  Monday 
of  March,  annually. 

Sect.  3.     All  writs  and  processes,  of  whatever  nature,  Ketums  of  pro- 
returnable  to,  or  now  pending,  and  which  would  have  day  in 
the  supreme  judicial  court  or  court  of  common  pleas  to  be 
holden  at  Ipswich,  Salem  or  Lawrence,  as  aforesaid,  if  this 
act  had  not  been  passed,  shall  be  returnable  to,  and  have  day 
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in  court,  at  said  terms,  at  the  places  established  by  this  act 
for  holdiiiL!;  the  same;  and  all  parties  or  persons  who  have 
been  required  to  appear  and  attend  at  the  terms  aforesaid 
to  be  holdeu  at  Ipswich,  Saltm  or  Lawrence,  as  aforesaid,  if 
this  act  had  not  been  passed,  shall  appear,  attend  and  have 
day  in  court  at  said  terms,  at  the  places  established  by  this 
act  for  holding  the  same,  according  to  its  true  intent  and 
meaning. 
Tnconsistent  acts      Sect.  4.     All  acts  Or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the 

repealed.  ^ 

provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  5.  This  aci  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855] 

L/hup.  4UU      An  Act  to  authorize  the  Charles  River  Railroad  Company  further  to 

extend  their  Line. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

J^av  extend  rail-  Sect.  1.  The  Charlcs  River  Railroad  Company  are  here- 
by empowered  to  construct  a  railroad  with  one  or  more 

Route.  tracks,  diverging  from  their  chartered  and  constructed  line 

at  some  point  in  the  town  of  Newton,  and  running  thence 
through  the  town  of  Brighton,  crossing  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Railroad  to  a  point  on  Charles  River,  northerly 
and  vrestei^ly  of  the  Western  Avenue  Bridge,  and  crossing 
Charles  River  by  a  suitable  bridge,  thence  through  the  city 
of  Cambridge,  crossing  Putnam  Street  easterly  of  Hilliard's 
brick  house ;  crossing  Main  Street  at  or  near  its  junction 
with  Ellery  Street,  running  under  or  near  Ellery  Street  on 
the  westerly  side  thereof,  and  having  its  westerly  line  not 
more  than  seventy-five  feet  from  the  easterly  side  of  Ellery 
Street  to  Harvard  Street,  thence  curving  towards  Dana 
Street  and  crossing  Broadway  as  near  Dana  Street  as  may 
be  practicable ;  thence  crossing  Cambridge  Street,  curving 
easterly  and  passing  through  the  southerly  part  of  Somer- 
ville,  across  Line  Street,  Hampshire  Street,  Prospect  Street, 
and  Webster  Avenue,  to  a  point  near  the  southerly  line  of 
the  Fitchburg  Railroad  easterly  of  the  Glass-house,  thence 
parallel  with  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  crossing  the  Grand 
Junction,  or  Union,  and  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroads, 
and  thence  turning  and  running  southerly  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  southerly  of  the  bridge  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Railroad,  between  Charlestown  and  Somerville,  as  the 
same  has  been  built  and  now  stands,  unless  by  agreement 
with  said  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  across  Charles  River 
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to  a  point  on  the  Eastern  Railroad,  or  on  the  Boston  and 
Lowell  Railroad,  or  to  a  point  in  the  city  of  Boston  between 
the  termini  of  the  two ;  and  said  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Corporation  are  hereby  authorized  to  curve  and  change 
their  bridges  and  tracks  to  make  room  for  the  same,  with 
the  right  to  said  railroad  to  enter  the  city  of  Boston  in  Eights,  etc 
connection  with  either  of  the  said  aforenamed  railroads,  with 
the  consent  thereof,  and  to  take  such  lands  not  held  by  any 
other  railroad  for  similar  purposes  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  their  road  and  depots,  according  to  law. 

Sect.  2.  The  crossing  of  said  Charles  River  Railroad,  ^onsMucied.'*'^ 
over  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad,  shall  be  by  a  good 
and  substantial  bridge,  which  shall  be  constructed  and  main- 
tained, in  safe  condition  and  repair,  by  said  Charles  River 
Railroad  Company;  and  such  bridge  shall  be  so  constructed 
as  to  leave  a  clear  space  of  not  less  than  fifty  feet  between 
the  abutments,  and  shall  be  seventeen  feet  clear  above  the 
top  of  the  rail  of  said  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad. 

Sect.  3.  The  bridges  across  Charles  River  shall  be  con-  ^"^^^f^  *""" 
structed  in  a  thorough,  safe  and  substantial  manner,  with 
commodious  and  convenient  draws  and  suitable  piers  to  fa- 
cilitate the  passage  of  vessels;  and  said  company  shall  keep 
the  piers  and  draws  in  good  repair,  and  shall  open  the  same 
and  afford  all  proper  accommodations  to  vessels  having  oc- 
casion to  pass  the  same  by  day  or  night. 

Sect.  4.  The  said  railroad  shall  in  no  case  cross  any  Highway  cross- 
existing  highway  at  its  grade  and  without  a  bridge  therefor, 
except  with  the  express  consent  of  the  proper  authorities 
of  the  city  or  town  where  the  same  may  be ;  but  shall  pass 
over  or  under  all  such  highways,  or  shall  pass  such  highways 
over  or  under  said  railroad  by  means  of  safe  and  durable 
and  commodious  bridges  or  tunnels,  to  be  by  said  company 
constructed  and  maintained  for  said  railroad  or  highway,  as 
may  be,  subject  to  the  reasonable  approval  of  the  author- 
ities aforesaid,  and  the  necessary  alteration  of  the  grade  of 
any  such  highway  shall  also  be  subject  to  such  approval. 

Sect.  5.     From  the  point  where  said  railroad  enters  Dana  ^^°^%  of  passing 

i^  .  •  n   /-^  certain  streets. 

Hill  southerly  of  the  Main  Street,  in  the  city  of  Cambridge, 
to  the  point  where  it  leaves  Broadway,  it  shall  pass  by  a 
continuous  tunnel  of  brick  or  stone  mason  work,  passing 
under  Main,  Ellery,  Harvard  and  Broadway  Streets,  without 
disturbing  the  inclinations  or  rate  of  grade  of  either  thereof; 
and  if  the  grade  of  any  street  be  altered,  it  shall  be  under 
the  direction  and  to  the  reasonable  approval  of  the  proper 
authorities  of  said  city. 
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Depot?.  Sect.  6.    Said  company  shall  establish  depots  in  Brighton, 

Cambridge  and  Somerville,  subject  to  the  reasonable  ap- 
proval of  the  proper  authorities  thereof,  and  shall  stop  such 
trains  at  said  depots  as  may  reasonably  accommodate  the 
citizens  thereof. 

xot  to  cross  other     Sect.  7.     Said  railroad  shall  not  cross  any  other  railroad 

mads  at  Rrade.  ,        /-,  ■,    -r  •  tt*  -i  i-ii 

than  the  Grand  Junction  or  Union,  at  grade,  except  with  the 
consent  of  such  railroad. 

brfiTl^etc"'^"^^  Sect.  8.  Said  railroad  company  may  take  and  use  the 
new  bridge  across  Charles  River,  erected  by  and  for  the  use 
of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation,  with  their 
consent,  or  upon  erecting  and  furnishing  to  them  a  like  and 
as  well  constructed  bridge  westerly  of  the  same. 

Duties.uabiiities,  Sect.  9.  Said  Company  shall,  with  respect  to  the  new  line 
hereby  authorized,  be  sulyect  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  set  forth 
in  the  forty-fourth  and  thirty-ninth  chapters  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  relating  to  railroads,  and  in  the  acts  incorporating 
and  extending  said  Charles  River  Railroad. 

use^tc!*'^''  "^^  Sect.  10.  The  legislature  may  authorize  any  railroad 
corporation  to  enter  with  their  railroad  on  and  use  said 
railroad,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  complying  with  such  reason- 
able rules  and  regulations  as  said  Charles  River  Railroad 
Company  may  prescribe,  and  by  paying  such  tolls  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  or  be  determined  by  law. 

oneyear"and'c^.m-      Sect.  11.     If  thc  locatlou  of  such  ucw  liuc  of  railroad 

yeaw^ '"  ^"'^''^  be  uot  filed  according  to  law  within  one  year  after  the  time 
when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  and  if  the  same  be  not  con- 
structed within  three  years  thereafter,  then  this  act  shall  be 
void.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855] 

Chap.  401  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fisheries  in  Taunton  Great  River  and  the  New- 

masliet  River. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and,  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Catching  shad  or      Sect.  1.     From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall 

alewlves  prohibi-  1  o 

•easons  ""*'"  ^^^^  ^^  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  catch  shad  or 
alewives  in  any  manner,  in  Taunton  Great  River  or  in  New- 
masket  River,  from  the  first  day  of  March  to  the  tenth  day 
of  June,  including  both  of  said  days,  in  each  year,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided  in  this  act. 

FishtnRpriviieKcs      Sect.  2.     The  scvcral  cities  and  towns  hereafter  in  this 

sold  at  auction.  .  iiii  ^^  •         t  ^  •  iiit 

section  named  shall,  annually,  in  legal  meeting  to  be  held 
for  that  purpose,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  November 
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in  each  year,  sell  at  public  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
who  shall  give  satisfactory  security  for  the  payment  there- 
for, for  the  benefit  of  said  cities  and  towns  respectively,  the 
privilege  of  taking  shad  and  alewives  in  Taunton  Great 
River  between  the  days  aforesaid,  and  including  those  days, 
in  the  year  next  succeeding  sucli  sale,  with  the  number  of 
seines  following:  the  city  of  Fall  River  and  town  of  Free-i^'"mhcrofseines. 
town  may  each  sell  the  privilege  of  fishing  wilh  one  seine 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  the  towns  of  Somerset,  Dighton, 
Berkley  and  Raynham  may  each  sell  the  privilege  of  fishing 
with  two  seines  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  town  of 
Taunton  may  sell  the  privilege  of  fishing  with  three  seines 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  which  privileges  of  fishing  shall  ?{°^^<j°"  °*' >*"'■ 
be  sold  separately,  and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof 
may  locate  and  use  the  privilege  or  privileges  by  him  or 
them  obtained  at  any  such  sale,  at  any  place  upon  said 
Taunton  Great  River  which  he  or  they  may  select  or  pro- 
cure, with  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  shore 
on  which  such  location  or  locations  may  be  made. 

Sect.  3.  No  seine  that  shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  i'«neti^"f'=«'°«^- 
fishing  in  said  Taunton  Great  River,  in  the  towns  of  said 
Taunton  and  Raynham,  and  in  the  towns  of  Dighton  and 
Berkley,  above  Rocky  Point,  shall  be  more  than  twenty 
rods  in  length ;  and  no  seine  that  shall  be  used  for  such 
purpose  in  said  towns  of  Berkley  and  Dighton,  below  Rocky 
Point,  shall  be  more  than  thirty-five  rods  in  length;  and  no 
seine  that  shall  be  used  for  such  purpose  in  the  towns  of 
Somerset,  Freetown,  or  the  city  of  Fall  River,  shall  be  more 
than  forty  rods  in  length.  And  no  shad  or  alewives  shall 
be  taken  by  any  instrument  or  means  at  any  time  within  one 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  dam  near  "King's  Bridge,"  so  called, 
in  Squawbetty  Village. 

Sect.  4.  No  seine  shall  be  allowed  to  be  set  or  remain  ^^rj|||g°^  f*J.'"^ 
in  said  Taunton  Great  River  for  any  longer  time  than  is 
necessary  to  cast  the  same  and  haul  it  immediately  to  the 
shore.  And  no  seine  or  other  obstruction,  to  hinder  the  fish 
going  up,  shall  be  put  in  the  river  below  the  dam  at  Squaw- 
betty Tillage,  during  the  time  not  allowed  for  fishing,  here-  • 
inafter  mentioned.  And  all  locations  that  shall  be  made  on 
the  shore  of  said  river  for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  shall  have 
the  upper  and  lower  limit  thereof  designated  by  some  proper 
object  on  the  shore,  which  shall  not  be  changed  during  any 
one  fishing  season ;  and  such  locations  shall  be  forty  rods 
in  length  above  Rocky  Point,  and  forty-five  rods  in  length 
below  Rocky  Point.     And  no   seine  shall  be  swept  without 

39 
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the  compass  of  two  parallel  lines  drawn,  the  one  from  a 
point  ten  rods  above  the  upper  limit,  and  the  other  from  a 
point  ten  rods  below  the  lower  limit,  of  all  locations  above 
Rocky  Point,  and  at  right  angles  with  a  line  drawn  from 
such  upper  and  lower  limits,  or  without  the  compass  of  two 
parallel  lines  drawn,  the  one  from  a  point  thirty  rods  above 
the  upper  limit,  and  the  other  from  a  point  thirty  rods  below 
the  lower  limit,  of  all  locations  below  Rocky  Point,  and  at 
right  angles  with  a  line  drawn  from  such  upper  and  lower 
lioiits, — all  said  distances  above  and  below  to  be  measured 
on  the  shore  of  said  river.  And  no  seine  shall  be  swept 
more  than  fifty  rods  in  the  river  above  Rocky  Point,  or  more 
than  seventy-five  rods  in  the  river  below  Rocky  Point,  at 
any  one  sweep. 
Days  of  fishing.  Sect.  5.  No  shad  Or  alcwivcs  shall  bc  taken  in  any  part 
of  Taunton  Great  River  or  the  Newmasket  River,  between 
the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  on  Friday  evening  of  each  week, 
and  four  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  succeeding,  from  the 
first  day  of  March  to  the  tenth  day  of  June,  in  each  year, 
hereafter,  including  both  of  said  days;  and  no  shad  or  ale- 
wives  shall  be  taken  in  Taunton  Great  River  above  Berkley 
and  Dighton  Bridge,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  o'clock  in 
the  night  following  Thursday  of  each  week,  and  four  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning  succeeding,  from  the  first  day  of  March 
to  the  tenth  day  of  June,  in  each  year,  including  both  of  said 
days, 
cenmoatrof  ^0-  Sect.  6.  The  several  purchasers  of  the  privileges  afore- 
cation.  gj^](j  shall  select  the  place  where  they  intend  to  use  the  same 

for  the  purpose  of  catching  shad  and  alewives,  and  shall 
file  a  certificate  of  such  selection  and  the  location  thereof, 
with  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  within  which  such  location 
shall  be  made,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  ih  each 
year  hereafter.  And  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  so  locat- 
ing said  privileges,  shall  have  the  right  to  catch  shad  and 
alewives  in  said  Taunton  Great  River  for  the  time  named 
in  the  first  and  fifth  sections  of  this  act,  at  their  respective 
locations  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  and  no  other  persons 
except  the  assistants  of  such  purchaser  or  purchasers. 
?o"ui?*^regard  w  Sect.  7.  No  pcrsou  shall  set  any  seine,  net,  weir  or  other 
li?!"'"'"^"'^^'''^  hindrance  or  obstructions  in  or  across  said  river,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  in  any  of  the  waters  connected  therewith, 
except  in  the  mouth  of  Broad  Cove,  so  called,  in  the  towns 
of  Dighton  and  Somerset;  nor  shall  any  person  at  anyplace 
on  said  waters,  drive  or  pursue  with  any  boat  or  boats, 
contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  any  shad  or 
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alewives ;  nor  shall  any  person  whip  or  beat  the  said  waters 
with  any  instrument  or  thing,  or  throw  into  said  waters  any 
earth  or  other  substance  or  thing,  whereby  said  fish  shall 
be  hindered,  disturbed,  driven,  destroyed  or  delayed,  during 
the  time  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act.  And  if  any 
person  shall  be  found  fishing  with  any  seine,  net  or  other 
instrument,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  if  any 
person  shall  be  found  having  or  conveying  away  in  any 
building,  boat  or  vessel,  or  in  any  cart  or  other  vehicle,  any 
fish  taken  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  so  taken,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  fish  war- 
den, chosen  in  pursuance  of  the  ninth  section  of  this  act,  to 
enter  any  such  building  and  take  to  his  own  use  all  such  fish 
and  any  such  seine,  net  or  other  instrument,  any  such  boat, 
vessel,  cart  or  other  vehicle,  without  any  warrant  other  than 
is  given  by  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sect.  8.     The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Middleboro' Kigyoffishing 

on   Newiuasket 

and  Lakeville,  shall  have  the  whole  control  and  management  Ri^'er. 
of  the  fisheries  on  the  Newmasket  River,  and  shall  have  the 
right  to  catch,  by  their  committees  or  their  agents,  duly 
chosen  in  legal  meetings,  or  to  sell  the  right  of  catching, 
shad  or  alewives  by  set  nets  or  dip  nets,  during  the  time 
named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  at  any  three  places 
within  the  limits  of  said  towns,  to  be  designated  for  each 
year  by  said  towns  in  legal  meetings,  each  of  such  rights  to 
be  used  only  from  four  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  to  nine 
o'clock  on  Friday  evening  of  each  week,  and  at  no  other 
time  or  places,  during  the  period  named  in  said  first  section. 
And  the  net  proceeds  of  such  fishery  or  sales,  shall  be  divided  rfocpeds,  how 
between  the  said  towns  of  Middleboro'  and  Lakeville,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  ratable  polls  in  each  respectively, 
and  the  respective  parts  of  such  proceeds  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  by  said  towns  respectively,  in  such  manner  and 
for  such  purposes  as  each  town  shall  for  itself  determine 
and  direct. 

Sect.  9.  The  several  towns  aforesaid,  at  their  annual  choice  of  ash 
meetings  in  the  month  oi  March  or  April,  and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  any  city,  upon  said  river,  at  any  meeting, 
shall  choose  by  ballot,  each,  three  or  more  persons  for  fish 
wardens,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  this  act  is  en- 
forced, and  prosecufie  for  all  breaches  or  violations  thereof; 
and  each  fish  warden  so  chosen  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  Tobeswom. 
discharge  of  his  duty  by  the  clerk  of  any  city  or  town  in 
which  he  shall  be  chosen, within  ten  days  after  his  election; 
and  said  clerk  shall  make  record  thereof;  and  such  fish 
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wardens,  when  duly  sworn,  are  authorized  to  measure  seines 
and  locations,  and  to  pursue  the  duties  of  their  office  in  any 
place,  and  to  enter  any  building  where  they  have  good  cause 
to  believe  any  fish  taken  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of 

penalty  fornes-  this  act,  are  kept.  And  if  any  person  chosen  fish  warden  as 
aforesaid  shall  neglect,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  his 
election,  being  notified  thereof,  to  take  the  oath  aforesaid, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  use  of  the  town  or  city  in 
which  he  was  so  elected  or  chosen,  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  in  an  action  of  tort,  in  the  name  of  the  treas- 
urer of  such  town  or  city,  and  the  town  or  city  shall  proceed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  such  refusal  to  be  qualified  as 

Feet  of  towns  "etc"  ^^"^^^^^^^j  ^^^  if  any  of  said  towns  or  city  shall  neglect  to 
choose  fish  wardens  as  aforesaid,  or  to  make  sale  of  their 
privileges  as  aforesaid,  such  town  or  city  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  an  ac- 
tion of  tort,  to  the  use  of  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the 
same. 

keuTen°  ^^  Sect.  10.  The  proprietors  of  the  mills  and  dam  at  King's 
Bridge,  in  Squawbetty  Village,  and  all  other  proprietors  of 
dams  on  said  rivers,  shall  keep  open  a  good  and  sufficient 
way  for  the  passage  of  the  fish  that  usually  go  up  said  Taun- 
ton Great  River  in  their  usual  and  proper  season  during  the 

Proviso.  time  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act :  provided,  such 

fishway  need  not  be  kept  open  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
before  such  proprietors,  or  some  one  of  them,  or  their  agent 
or  agents,  shall  have  been  notified  to   open  them  by  some 

Fi"e_fo' "Wilful  fish  wardcu.  And  the  proprietors  of  any  dam  on  said  rivers 
who  shall  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  each  and 
every  day  during  which  they  shall  wilfully  neglect  to  comply 
therewith,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  tort  to  the  use  of 
any  fish  warden  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  in  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction. 

tioSfete.^°^'''°''''  Sect.  11.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  or  shall  take  any  shad  or  alewives  in  the 
waters  aforesaid,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  of  not 
less  than  five,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
in  an  action  of  tort,  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction,  of  either 
of  the  parties  to  such  action,  to  the  usife  of  the  person  who 
shall  sue  for  the  same ;  or  shall,  upon  complaint  made  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence, 
and  conviction  thereon,  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  sixty  days. 
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And  in  any  suit  or  complaint  instituted  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  the  right  of  appeal  shall  be  had  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas  by  either  party  in  such  action,  or  the  de- 
fendant in  such  complaint. 

Sect.  12.     This  act  shall  take   effect  from  and  after  its  i"<=°"s'^tent  acts 

repealed. 

passage ;  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  wiih 
the'provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.  [App7'oved 
by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Ocean  Bank.  Chap.  402 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     The  president,  directors  and  company  of  the -'^^duiouai  capi- 
Ocean  Bank,  in  Newburyport,  are  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease their  capital  stock,  by  an  addition  thereto  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  which  shall  snares $50 each, 
be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  president  and  directors 
may  determine :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount  shall  be  Proviso, 
paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  2.     If  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  remon-  Rei"«n»tratice  to 

•^  be  m  Tvntlng. 

strate  against  the  acceptance  of  the  additional  capital  herein 
provided,  the  said  remonstrance  shall  be  made,  in  writing, 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July 
next ;  and  if  the  persons  so  objecting,  legally  represent  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  additional  stock  aforesaid,  when  paid  into  ttsabjec\'toTax' 
said  bank,   shall  be  subject  to  the  like   tax,    regulations, 
restrictions  and  provisions,  to  which  the  present  capital 
stock  of  said  bank  is  now  subject. 

Sect.  4.     Before  said  corporation  shall   proceed  to  do  S^I"^'^''.!®  *°  ^^ 

^  1  tileu  with  secre- 

business  on  said  additional  capital,  a  certificate,  signed  by  t^ry  of  state, 
the  president  and  directors,  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
under  oath,  that  the  same  has  actually  been  paid  into  said 
bank,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

f^ECT.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 
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Corporators 


Chcip^  403        An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Salisbury  and  Amesbury  Mutual  Fire 

Insurance  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
lives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  Thomas  J.  Clark,  Ezekiel  Brown,  Jonathan 
Nay  son,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Salisbury  and  Amesbury 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  be  established  in  either 
of  said  towns,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  insuring  dwelling-houses,  stores,  manufactories, 
mills,  shops,  tanneries,  public  dwellings,  taverns,  stables, 
and  other  property,  real  or  personal,  against  loss  or  dam- 
age by  fire,  on  the  mutual  principle ;  with  all  the  powers 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-seventh  and  forty-fourth 
chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  subsequent. laws 
of  the  Commonwealth,  relating  to  mutual  fire  insurance 
companies. 

Sect.  2.  Xo  policy  shall  be  issued  till  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed  to  be 
insured. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 


Powers,  duties, 
etc. 


Policies,  wUen  to 
be  issued. 


Corporators. 


Powers,  privi- 
leges, etu. 


Chap.  404  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  West  Stockbridge  Branch  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Stephen  E.  Gay,.  Cyrus  H.  Woodruff  and  John 
P.  Betkman,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  West  Stockbridge 
Branch  Railroad  Company ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges, and  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities,  set 
forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
relating  to  railroad  corporations,  and  in  all  other  laws 
which  have  been  or  shall  be  passed  relating  to  railroad 
corporations. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  may  locate,  construct  and  main- 
tain, a  railroad,  with  one  or  more  tracks,  from  some  con- 
venient point  near  the  Iron  Works,  in  West  Stockbridge 
Village,  to  some  convenient  point  of  intersection  with  the 
West  Stockbridge  Railroad,  north-easterly  of,  and  not  more 
than  three  thousand  five  hundred  feet  from,  said  works,  at 


Location  of  rail- 
road. 
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which  point  the   said  company  may  unite  their  railroad,  by 
proper  turnouts  and  switches,  with  said  West  Stockbridge 
Railroad:  pi'ovided,  said  company  shall  first  obtain  permis-  Proviso. 
sion  of  said  West  Stockbridge  Railroad  Company  therefor. 

Sect.  3.     The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  con- c"^aj)^'t«JuShar'^°at 
sist  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  shares,  the  number  of  *'""«'^''*'- 
which  shall  be  determined,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  direc- 
tors of  said  company;    and  no  assessment  shall  be  laid 
thereon  of  a  greater  amount,  in  the  whole,  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars  on  each  share ;  and  said  company  may  invest  JJ|fan;{^\*J<,on"i 
and  hold  such  part  of  said  capital  stock  in  real  or  personal  estate, 
estate  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purpose 
of  their  incorporation. 

Sect.  4.     The  said  West  Stockbridge  Branch  Railroad  Ji^^,™""  *''"'■ 
Company,  and  the   West  Stockbridge  Railroad  Company, 
are  hereby  authorized  to  unite,  and  when  the  two  compa- 
nies have  so  united,  the  stockholders  of  one  company  shall 
become  stockholders  in  the  other  company,  and  the  two 
companies  shall  constitute  one  corporation,  by  the  name  of  ^''*'°®- 
the  West  Stockbridge  Railroad  Company;  and  all  the  fran- 
chises, property,  powers  and  privileges,  granted  or  acquired 
by  the  two  companies,  shall  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  all  the 
stockholders,  in   proportion  to  the  number  of  shares   or 
amount  of  property  held  by  them  respectively,  in  either  or 
both  of  said  corporations.     The  provisions  in  this  section  t^takieffect^.*'°" 
shall  not  take  effect  until  said  provisions  shall  have  been 
accepted  by  the  stockholders  of  the  said  two  corporations 
respectively,  at  legal  meetings  called  for  that  purpose. 

Sect.  5.     If  the  location  of  the  railroad  herein  granted  ^tc!''"'^'' '*"■'"'' 
shall  not  be  filed  within  one  year,  and  if  the  railroad  shall 
not  be  constructed  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  same  shall  be  void.     {^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  for  the  Suppression  of  certain  Common  Nuisances.  CllCip.  405 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represe7ita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.      All   buildings,  places   or  tenements,  used  as  ^^KaRiSd'ls'^mfi- 
houses  of  ill-fame,  resorted  to  for  prostitution,  lewdness,  or  sances. 
for  illegal  gaming,  or  used  for  the  illegal  sale  or  keeping  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  are  hereby  declared  to  be   common  nui- 
sances, and  arc  to  be  regarded  and  treated  as  such. 
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Penalty  for  keer-  Sect.  2.  Any  person  keepino-  or  maintaining  any  such 
common  nuisance  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail 
not  more  than  one  year. 

Lease  of  tenants      Sect.  3,     If  any  person,  being  a  tenant  or  occupant,  under 

made  void,  etc.  i/^.-ipi-it  ii 

any  lawful  title,  oi  any  building  or  tenement  not  owned  by 
him,  shall  use  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any  of 
the  purposes  enumerated  in  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
such  use  shall  annul  and  make  void  the  lease  or  other  title 
under  which  said  occupant  holds,  and  without  any  act  of  the 
Possession  to  ve-  owucr,  shall  causG  to  rcvcrt  and  vest  in  him  the  riuht  of 

veit  to  owner. ,  '  n  i  •  ^  i  •  '^• 

possession  thereof;  and  said  owner  may  make  immediate 
entry,  without  process  of  law,  upon  the  premises,  or  he  may 
avail  himself  of  the  remedy  provided  in  the  one  hundred 
and  fourth  chapter  of  the  Eevised  Statutes ;  and  the  provis- 
ions of  said  chapter  shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to  all  such 

ADppiiant  to  re-  cascs ;  and  any  person  appealing  from  any  judgment  ren- 
dered upon  said  complaint,  shall  be  required  to  enter  into 
the  same  recognizance  now  provided  by  the  one  hundred 
forty-second  chapter  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-eight. 

Punwimeiit   for      Sect.  4.     If  auv  Dcrson  shall  knowinolv  let  any  building 

ownirot  building  J    1  .-"'  ,;;  "p 

permitting  niii-  Qr  tenement  owned  by  him,  or  under  his  control,  for  any  of 
the  purposes  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  enumerated,  or 
shall  knowingly  permit  any  such  building  or  tenement,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  be  so  used  while  under  his  control,  or  shall, 
after  due  notice  of  any  such  use  of  said  building  or  tene- 
ment, omit  to  take  all  reasonable  measures  to  eject  the  said 
person  or  persons  from  said  premises,  as  soon  as  the  same 
may  lawfull}'  be  done,  he  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
guilty  of  aiding  in  the  maintenance  of  such  nuisance,  and  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more 
than  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county 
jail  not  less  than  thirty  days,  nor  more  than  six  months. 
[Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  Blay  19,  1855.] 

Liiap.  4:U0  ^^  ^^^  ^^  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  build  a  Bridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius  : 

across FJrM^oint      Tlic  city  of  Bostou  arc  hereby  authorized  to  widen  and 

Channel.  repair   thp    bridge  crossing   Fore   Point    Channel   at  Sea 

Street,  or  may  construct  a  new  bridge  near  thereto,  and  for 

On  piles.  that  purpose  may  drive  piles  in  said  channel  necessary  there- 
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for,  and  also  for  draw  piers  and  other  uses  which  the  city  Draws, 
may  deem  expedient  and  proper  for  the  public  welfare  and 
its  own  convenience;  and  said  bridge,  so  constructed,  shall 
be  provided  with  good  and  suitable  draws,  which  said  city 
shall  open  and  close  at  all  times,  for  the  accommodation  of 
vessels  having  occasion  to  pass  the  same.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Edmund  T.  Dana  and  others  to  construct  Dams  and  Chcin.  407 
Dikes,  in  Cambridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  Edmund  T.  Daua,  Martha  E.  Allston,  Sarah  A.  fo'n.p?ucr  dam^ 
Dana  and  Edmund  T.  Hastings,  proprietors  of  marsh  lauds  H-^^^^T  '°  ^^'°^' 
in  that  part  of  Cambridge  called  Cambridgeport,  lying 
southerly  of  the  Main  Street,  or  Causeway,  easterly  of  Brook- 
line  Street,  and  north-westerly  of  the  Charles  River,  are 
hereby  authorized  to  construct  and  maintain  for  themselves, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  dams  or  dikes,  extending 
from  the  point  where  the  railroad  of  the  Grand  Junction 
Railroad  and  Depot  Company  strikes  the  upland  denomina- 
ted Pine  Grove,  to  the  said  causeway,  along  the  marshes,  and 
across  the  coves  or  creeks  which  intersect  the  same,  so  as 
to  exclude  from  the  marsh  lands  which  lie  between  the  said 
causeway,  the  said  railroad  and  the  said  upland,  the  tide- 
water of  the  said  river :  provided,  hoivever,  that  such  dikes  Proviso. 
or  dams  shall  not  be  at  any  point  easterly  of  said  railroad : 
and  provided,  also,  that  no  part  of  said  dikes  or  dams  shall 
be  built  upon  the  five  rods  of  land  located  over  by  the  said 
railroad  and  depot  company,  without  the  consent  of  said 
company  being  first  obtained  :  and  provided,  also,  that  proper  Provided,  aiso. 
sluiceways  shall  be  made  and  maintained  for  the  drainage 
of  all  the  lands  so  enclosed,  and  that  the  main  drains  of  the 
city  of  Cambridge,  which  do  or  shall  intersect  said  marshes, 
shall  be  furnished  with  suitable  sluiceways,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  and  agreeably 
to  the  general  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  concerning  drains 
and  sewers. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  Edmund  T.  Dana,  Martha  R.  Allston, 
Sarah  A.  Dana  and  Edmund  T.  Hastings,  may  enter  upon 
and  take  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  any  lands  and  flats  ne- 
cessary therefor,  and  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  and  not 
more  than  three  rods  in  width. 

40 
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jDamages. 


Act  void,  unless, 
etc. 


Sect,  3.  The  damages,  if  any,  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons,  by  reason  of  such  taking  and  construction,  shall 
be  ascertained  and  settled  in  the  manner  provided  by  law 
for  the  ascertainment  and  settlement  of  damages  in  the  lay- 
ing out  and  construction  of  railroads. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  be  inoperative  unless  such  dams 
or  dikes  be  constructed  vrithin  two  years  from  the  passage 
hereof. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 


Corporators. 


Power  to  con- 
struct railway. 


Chap.  408    An  Act  to  incorporate  the  VValtham  and  Watertown  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Charles  A,  Welch,  David  Townsend  and  Peter 
Dunbar,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Waltham  and  Watertown 
Railroad  Company,  with  power  to  construct,  maintain  and  use 
a  railway  or  railways,  with  convenient  single  or  double  tracks, 
from  su;h  point  or  points  in  the  town  of  Waltham,  and  upon 
and  over  such  of  the  streets  or  highways  therein,  as  may 
be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  by  the  selectmen  of  said  town, 
■with  the  assent  of  said  corporation,  in  writing  expressed,  and 
filed  with  said  selectmen,  to  the  line  of  the  town  of  Water- 
town,  and  thence  upon  and  over  such  streets  and  highways 
of  the  town  of  Watertown  to  such  point  or  points  in  said 
town  of  Watertown  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  fixed 
and  determined  by  the  selectmen  of  said  town  of  Water- 
town,  and  assented  to,  in  writing,  by  said  corporation,  and 
filed  with  said  selectmen  of  Watertown:  provided,  hoio ever, 
that  all  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall  be  laid  at  such  distances 
from  the  sidewalks  in  said  towns  as  the  selectmen  of  said 
towns,  respectively,  shall,  in  their  orders  fixing  the  routes  of 
said  railroad,  determine  to  be  for  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience. And  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  fix, 
from  time  to  time,  such  rates  of  compensation,  for  trans- 
porting persons  or  propei't}',  as  they  may  think  expedient, 
not  exceeding  five  cents  for  each  passenger;  and  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes.  Notice  to  the  abutters  on 
streets  in  whiclx  it  may  be  proposed  to  lay  the  tracks  of  said 
corporation  shall  be  given  by  the  publication,  in  a  newspa- 


Pnwers,  duties, 
etc. 


Notice  to  abut- 
ters. 
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per  published  in  the  city  of  Boston,  of  au  order  of  notice 
from  the  selectmen  of  the  town  in  which  said  street  lies, 
fourteen  days,  at  least,  prior  to  the  location  of  any  such 
tracks  :  provided,  however,  that,  at  any  time  after  the  exoira-  Location  maybe 
tion  of  one  year  from  the  opening  for  use  of  the  track  of 
said  railroad  in  any  street,  said  track,  or  any  part  thereof, 
may  be  discontinued  by  the  vote  of  the  major  part  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  in  which  said  track  or  part  lies ;  and 
thereupon  the  location  shall  be  deemed  to  be  revoked,  and 
the  tracks  of  said  railroad  shall,  forthwith,  be  taken  up  and 
removed  at  the  expense  of  said  railroad  company,  and  in 
conformity  with  such  vote. 

Sect.  2.  Said  tracks  or  roads  shall  be  operated  and  Jorstpowerlul'/. 
used  by  said  corporation  with  horse-power  only,  and  it  shall 
not  connect  its  track  with  any  other  railroad  on  which  other 
power  is  used.  The  selectmen  of  said  towns,  respectively, 
shall  have  power,  at  all  times,  to  make  all  such  reoulations, 
as  to  the  rate  of  speed  and  mode  of  use  of  said  tracks,  as 
the  public  convenience  and  safety  may  require. 

Sect.  3.  Said  corporation  shall  maintain  and  keep  in  re-  K<^pairs,  etc. 
pair  such  portion  of  the  streets  as  shall  be  occupied  by  their 
tracks,  and  shall  be  liable  for  any  loss  or  injury  that  any 
person  may  sustain  by  reason  of  any  carelessness,  neglect 
or  misconduct  of  its  agents  and  servants  in  the  management, 
construction  or  use  of  said  tracts  or  roads ;  and  in  case  any 
recovery  shall  be  had  against  either  of  said  towns,  by  reason 
of  such  defect  or  want  of  repairs,  said  corporation  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  to  said  towns,  respectively,  any  sums  thus  re- 
covered against  them,  together  with  all  costs  and  reasonable 
expenditures  incurred  by  said  towns,  or  either  of  them,  in 
defence  of  any  suit  or  suits  in  which  recovery  shall  be  had : 
and  said  corporation  shall  not  incumber  any  portion  of  the 
streets  not  occupied  by  said  road  or  tracks. 

Sect.  4.  If  any  person  shall,  wilfully  and  maliciously,  ftru!tin'°etc^' 
obstruct  said  corporation  in  the  use  of  said  road  or  tracks, 
or  the  passing  of  the  cars  or  carriages  of  said  corporation 
thereon,  said  persons,  and  all  who  shall  be  aiding  or  abet- 
ting therein,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  may  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Sect.  5.     If  said  corporation,  or  its  agents  or  servants,  s^"^« '"''><=•• 
shall,  wilfully  and  maliciously,  obstruct  any  highway,  or  the 
passing  of  any  carriages  over   the   same,  said  corporation 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 
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cnnitai  stock.       Sect.  6.     TliG  Capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not 

$30fl.(i(K).  in  shares  ,,  ,  ■,     ^  ■,      ,  •,     ■,    ^^  i  i..-,,. 

of*5ueach,  exceed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into 
shares  of  fifty  dollars  each.  And  no  shares  shall  be  issued 
for  a  less  sum,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par 
value  of  the  shares  which  shall  be  first  issued. 

Isfate!"^'^''""  Sect.  7.     Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase 

and  hold  such  real  estate,  within  said  towns,  or  either  of 
them,  as  may  be  convenient  or  necessary  for  the  purposes 
and  management  of  said  road. 

IhZe%Tc7  ^"'  Sect.  8.  The  towns  of  Waltham  and  Watertown  may, 
at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  charter  of  said 
corporation,  and  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the 
opening  of  any  part  of  said  road  for  use,  purchase  of  said 
corporation  all  the  franchise,  property,  rights  and  furniture 
of  said  corporation,  by  paying  them  therefor  such  a  sum  as 
will  reimburse  to  each  person  who  may  then  be  a  stock- 
holder therein  the  par  value  of  his  stock,  together  with  a 
net  profit  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  the 
transfer  of  said  stock  to  him  on  the  books  of  the  corpora- 
tion, deducting  the  dividends  received  by  said  stockholder 
therein ;  or  either  of  said  towns  may  purchase,  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  that  part  of  the  corporate  property 
which  lies  within  its  own  limits,  paying  therefor  a  propor- 
tional sum,  to  be  ascertained  by  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  supreme  judicial  court. 

GMde  and  gauge      Sect.  9.     The  Said  road  shall  be  constructed  and  main- 

or  road. 

tained,  in  such  form  and  manner,  and  upon  such  grade  and 
such  gauge,  as  the  selectmen  of  said  towns  may  prescribe 
and  direct ;  and  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  said  railroad 
corporation,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  alter  the  grade  of  any 
street  so  occupied  by  it,  such  alteration  may  be  made  at  the 
sole  expense  of  said  corporation :  provided,  the  same  shall 
be  assented  to  by  the  selectmen  of  said  towns,  respectively. 
Notto  prevfint        Sect.  10.     No thing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pre- 

authormes,  etc.  ,  °    .    .  .   ,  .  .  ,  „  ^. 

vent  the  proper  authorities  within  said  towns  irom  entering 
upon  and  taking  up  any  of  the  public  streets,  traversed  by 
said  railroad,  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  may  now  law- 
fully take  up  the  same. 
May  Issue  bonds,  Sect.  11.  Said  corporation  arc  hereby  authorized  to  is- 
sue bonds  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  their  road,  the 
amount  thereof  not  to  exceed  the  amount  of  capital  stock 
paid  in,  of  the  same  kind,  in  the  same  manner,  upon  the  same 
terms,  conditions  and  restrictions,  and  to  be  approved,  cer- 
tified, recorded  and  secured,  in  all  respects,  in  the  same  way 
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as  the  Cambridge  Railroad  have  been  authorized  by  law  to 
issue  bonds. 

Sect.  12.     This  act  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Act  void,  unless. 

'  etc. 

right  to  construct  said  road  in  either  of  said  towns,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  selectmen  of  said  town 
and  by  said  corporation,  and  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital 
stock  thereof  paid  in  within  two  years  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  13.     Said  corporation  shall  be  deemed  a  railroad  Ketums. 
corporation,  so  far  as  to  be  subject  to  make  such  annual  re- 
turns to  the  legislature  as  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law, 
but  not  to  the  other  general  provisions  of  law  in  relation  to 
railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  14.     The  existence  of  said  corporation  is  hereby  I'uration. 
limited  to  the  period  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  hereof. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  National  Exhibition  of  Horses.  Chap.  409 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  George  M.  Atwater,  Georsre  D wight,  James  M.  corporators. 
Thompson,  William  Stowe,  John  L.  King,  and  Joshua  L. 
Briscgs,  of  Springfield ;  David  Aiken,  of  Greenfield ;  Arthur 
L.  Devens,  of  Ware,  and  David  Leavitt,  of  Great  Barring- 
ton,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  National 
Exhibition  of  Horses,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  im- Purpose, 
provement  and  breeding  of  horses  ;  with  all  the  powers  and  puties,  iiawu- 

■*     .    .  .  ^  .  .  tics,  etc. 

privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  lia- 
bilities, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chap- 
ters of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  ^^,ate''no't''to°ex- 
estate  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, '=««J«'^"'*'"''- 
not  exceeding  in  amount  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 
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Bible  in  schools. 


Part  of  act  re- 
pealed. 


Chap.  410    An  Act  to  secure  the  daily  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools  of 

the  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  school  committee  of  each  town  and  city  in 
this  Commonwealth  shall  require  the  daily  reading  of  some 
portion  of  the  Bible,  in  the  common  English  version,  and 
shall  direct  what  other  books  shall  be  used  in  the  public 
schools. 

Sect.  2.  The  seventeenth  section  of  the  twenty-third 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  hereby  repealed.  \_Ap- 
proved  by  the  Govemior,  May  19,  1855.] 

L>hap.  411  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  That  Otis  Clapp,  John  P.  Jewett,  Jacob  Sleeper, 
Charles  B.  Hall,  George  Bancroft,  John  D.  Richardson, 
Adam  W.  Thaxter,  Jr.,  Simon  G-.  Cheever,  Otis  Tufts,  Rob- 
ert L.  Robbins,  and  James  Dennie,  Jr.,  and  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  the  Massachusetts  Homoiopathic  Hot^pital ;  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes.  Said  hospital  to  be  located  in  Boston. 
Mav  hold  proper-      Sect.  2.     Said  corporatiou  may  take  and  receive,  hold, 

tv  for  support  of  pii-nj 

hospital.  purchase  and  possess  of  and  from  all  and  any  person  or 

persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  purposes  of  this 
institution,  any  devises  and  grants  of  lands  and  tenements, 
in  foe  simple  or  otherwise,  and  any  donations  and  bequests 
of  money  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  improved  for 
the  erection,  support  and  maintenance  of  a  hospital  for  sick 
persons. 
Property  pot  to  Sect.  3.  The  propcrty  to  be  holden  by  said  corporation 
haitinreai'esiW  shall  not  cxcccd  in  valuc  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of 
which  one-half  may  be  in  real  estate. 

Sect.  4,  Said  corporation  may  establish  by-laws  and 
rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  its  affairs,  and 
may  provide  therein  for  the  election  of  such  officers  as  may 
be  thought  proper. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \ Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 


Corporators. 
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An  Act  providing  for  the  Classification  of  State  Paupers.  Chap.  412 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  State  almshouse,  situated  in  the  town  of  s'«te|Pa"^per^^^ 
Monson,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  set  apart  for  the  purposes  twefn'^'flve"  an!i 
of  a  State  pauper  school;  and  all  the  children  in  the  other  ^'^^<''"- 
State  almshouses,  and  all  who  shall  be  hereafter  entitled  to 
be  received  into  said  institutions  under  the  provisions  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  Act  in  relation  to  Paupers  having  no  Set- 
tlement in  this  Commonwealth,"  passed  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-two,,  chapter  two  hundred  seventy-five,  between 
five  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  shall  be  removed  to,  and  re- 
ceived into,  said  State  pauper  school  at  Monson :  provided^, 
however,  that  the  superintendents  and  inspectors  of  the  Proviso, 
respective  State  almshouses  shall  not  so  remove  any  chil- 
dren, as  above,  whom  they  judge  to  be  non  compos  m,entis, 
but  they  shall,  at  their  discretion,  recommend  orphan  chil- 
dren who  may  be  under  five  years  of  age,  and  in  cases  of 
unusual  privation  of  privileges,  they  may  recommend  children 
upwards  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  to  be  received,  to  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  said  pauper  school;  they  shall  likewise, 
at  their  discretion,  retain  any  children  of  the  above-described 
ages,  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  to  give  their  parents 
or  other  relatives  an  opportunity  to  make  provision  for 
their  maintenance  and  education;  but  they  shall  not  be  so 
detained  for  a  longer  period  than  two  months,  nor  shall  this 
provision  apply  to  any  one  who  is  received  the  second  time. 

Sect.  2.     The  superintendent  and  officers  of  said  institu- Appointmentoi 

,,,,  .'-  ,  „  .,  ii-         superintendent, 

tion  shall  be  appointed  as  heretofore,  special  regard  being  etc.. 
had  to  their  moral  and  intellectual  fitness  for  the  training 
and  education  of  youth ;  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  com- 
pensation and  possess  all  the  powers,  heretofore  enjoyed  by 
the  officers  of  the  State  almshouses,  and  they  shall  be.  sub- 
ject to  all  the  duties  heretofore  imposed:  jororj/c/e-tZ,  that P'oviso. 
such  privileges,  powers  and  duties,  do  not  conflict  with  any 
of  the  provisions   of  this  act.     A  limited  number  of  able-?'^i«="o""*''>'J"i'^ 

i^  females,  etc. 

bodied  females  may  be  selected  from  the  adult  inmates  of 
the  other  institutions,  to  do  the  work  in  said  school :  pro- 
vided, ahoays,  that  care  shall  be  taken  to  select  those  who  Proviso. 
are  morally  and  intellectually  most  suitable  to  be  associated 
with  children,  and  that,  when  it  can  be  done  consistently, 
the  mothers  of  pupils  shall  be  selected. 

Sect.  3.     The  counties  which  have  heretofore  sent  State  Division  of  state 
paupers  to  Monson  shall  hereafter  be  divided  as  follows,  '"*"''"  ' 
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viz. :  The  counties  of  Worcester,  Norfolk  and  Hampden, 
shall  send  all  State  paupers  that  are  not  above  assigned 
to  the  State  pauper  school,  to  the  State  almshouse  at 
Bridtrewater,  and  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin  and 
Berkshire,  shall  send  all  State  paupers  not  assiorned  to  said 
State  pauper  school,  to  the  State  almshouse  at  Tewksbury. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  and  superin- 
tendents of  the  respective  State  almshouses  to  see  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  carried  into  effect  on  or  before  the 
twentjMiinth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
19,  1855.] 

L'liap.  41o  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Houses  of  Correction  in  the  County  of  Essex. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a?id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

"e'iorcurrecuon:  Sect.  1.  Thc  fifth  scctlon  of  thc  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  the  provisions  of  the 
eleventh  chapter  of  the  acts  of  said  year  are  hereby  revived, 
in  their  effect  upon  the  said  county  of  Essex. 

Jeperieit*'"*  ^""^^  Sect.  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 

LfhCip.  414  An  Act  to  secure  General  Vaccination. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

^himren!"*"  ""^  Sect.  1.  Parcuts  and  guardians  of  youth,  shall  cause  the 
children  under  their  care  to  be  vaccinated  before  they  attain 
the  age  of  tv.'o  years. 

?omniittels.^°°^  Sect.  2.  The  school  committee  of  the  several  towns  and 
cities,  shall  not  allow  any  child  to  be  admitted  to,  or  con- 
nected with  the  public  schools,  who  has  not  been  duly  vac- 
cinated. 

sCi'eM^TCevac-      Sect.  3.     The  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  and  the 

cination.  niajor  and  aldermen  of  every  city,  shall  enforce  the  vaccina- 

tion of  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns  and  cities;  and 

Fine  for  neglect,  gyg^y  parent  or  guardian  of  youth  who  shall  not  cause  his 
or  her  child  or  ward  to  be  vaccinated,  (the  said  child  or 
ward  being  more  than  two  years  of  age,)  shall  be  liable  to 
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a  fine  of  five  dollars  for  each  and  every  year's  neglect,  to  be 
recovered  on  complaint  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  or  of 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city,  for  the  benefit  and  use 
of  said  town  or  city. 

Sect.  4,     The  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  and  the  Ee-vaccination to 

,,j  „  •iiiif'  .be  enforced. 

mayor  and  aldermen  oi  every  city,  shall  eniorce  re-vaccina- 
tion  whenever  tliey  shall  judge  the  public  health  requires  the 
same :  provided,  that  none  shall  be  required  to  be  re-vacci-  i-roviso. 
nated  who  shall  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  aelectmen, 
or  mayor  and  aldermen,  that  they  have  been  successfully 
vaccinated,  or  re-vaccinated,  within  five  years  next  preced- 
ing ;  and  any  neglect  of  such  requirement  of  the  selectmen, 
or  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  shall  render  the  person  or 
persons  guilty  of  such  neglect,  liable  to  a  fine  as  above,  to 
be  recovered  as  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  said  town  or  city. 

Sect.  5.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  incorporated  manu- inmates  of  cer- 

•'  .  ^  /.I  t^'"    institutions 

tacturing  companies,  oi  all  the  superintendents  ot  alms- to  ^.e  vaccinated, 
houses.  State  reform  schools,  lunatic  hospitals,  and  of  all 
other  places  wliere  the  poor  or  sick  are  received,  and  of 
mastera  of  houses  of  correction,  jailers,  or  keepers  of  pris- 
ons, the  warden  of  the  State  Prison,  and  of  the  superintend- 
ents or  officers  of  all  other  institutions  supported  wholly  or 
in  part  by  the  State,  to  cause  all  the  inmates  of  the  above-  • 
named  institutions  to  be  properly  vaccinated.  And  all  per- 
sons hereafter  received  into  such  institutions  shall  be  vacci- 
nated immediately  on  their  entrance,  unless  such  persons 
can  show  sufficient  evidence  of  previous  vaccination  within 
the  term  of  five  years. 

Sect.  6.  The  towns  and  cities  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  r-^i"^"^^*®**^- 
furnishing  the  means  of  vaccination  to  such  of  their  own 
citizens  as  may  be  unable  to  meet  the  same.  All  public  in- 
stitutions and  incorporated  manufacturing  companies,  named 
in  section  five,  shall  provide  the  means  of  vaccination  at  the 
expense  of  said  institutions  and  corporations. 

Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.     [^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Cambridgeport  Railroad  Company.  Chap.  4:1d 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Hiram  Brooks,  Josiah  Burfage,  Jr.,  James  C.  corporators. 
Fiske,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  the   Cambridgeport  Railroad 
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Duties,  liabili- 
ties, etc. 


Capital  stock, 
2.W  Rharos,  of 
$100  eacli. 


Jfav  hold  real 
Bbtate,  etc. 


Proviso. 


Operated  by  horse 
power  only. 


Loca^'nn  filed  in 
one  year,  and  to 
be  coinp  led  in 
three  years. 


Company;  witli  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  duties,  lia- 
bilities and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  any  and  all  statutes 
which  have  been,  or  shall  be,  passed  relating  to  railroad 
corporations. 

Sect.  2.  Said  company  may  construct  a  railroad  from 
some  convenient  point  near  the  crossing  of  the  railroad  of 
the  Grand  Junction  Railroad  and  Depot  Company  and  the 
street  in  Cambridge  called  Broadway ;  thence  south-easterly 
along  Broadway  to  the  causeway  of  the  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation;  thence  along  the  lands  lying  northerly 
of  said  causeway  to  the  easterly  end  of  Mason's  Wharf,  so 
called;  thence  across  said  causeway;  thence  westerly  along 
the  lands  lying  southerly  of  said  causeway  to  said  railroad 
of  the  Grand  Junction  Railroad  and  Depot  Company,  uniting 
therewith,  by  proper  means,  at  both  extremities  of  the  rail- 
road hereby  authorized. 

Sect.  3.  The  capital  stock  of  this  corporation  shall  con- 
sist of  not  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  the  num- 
ber whereof  shall  be  determined,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
directors  thereof;  and  no  assessments  shall  be  laid  thereon 
of  greater  amount  in  the  whole  than  one  hundred  dollars  on 
each  share. 

Sect.  4.  Said  corporation  may  take,  purchase  and  hold 
such  real  estate,  and  may  purchase  and  hold  such  horses, 
cars  and  other  chattels,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of 
said  railroad,  and  for  the  purposes  of  transportation :  pro- 
vided, hoivever,  that  no  lands  on  either  side  of  said  cause- 
way shall  be  taken  without  the  consent  of  the  owners  thereof, 
and  that  said  railroad  shall  not  be  constructed  across  said 
causeway,  without  the  consent  of  the  directors  of  the  Han- 
cock Free  Bridge  Corporation  and  of  the  directors  of  the 
Cambridge  Railroad  Company ;  and  the  directors  of  said 
bridge  corporation  are  hereby  authorized  to  release  to  the 
company  hereby  established  a  right  of  way  over  any  lands 
lying  on  either  side  of  said  causeway,  and  within  the  limits 
aforesaid,  to  which  said  bridge  company  has,  or  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have,  any  claim. 

Sect.  5.  No  other  power  shall  be  employed  upon  said 
railroad  but  horse-power;  and  in  other  respects  its  use 
along  said  Broadway  and  across  said  causeway,  shall  be  un- 
der the  control  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Cambridge 
and  the  directors  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation, 
respectively. 

Sect.  6.  If  the  location  of  said  railroad  be  not  filed 
according  to  law  in  one  year,  and  if  said  railroad  be  not 
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completed  withia  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
then  no  more  land  shall  be  taken  as  aforesaid,  nor  shall  any 
further  part  of  said  railroad  be  constructed  over  land  there- 
tofore taken.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  relation  to  Voting  Lists,  Chap.  416 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Whenever  the  authorities  of  any  city  or  town  shall  make  Nat'ii-aiizauoa 

J  •>  papers     to   be 

up  the  list  of  legal  voters  of  said  city  or  town,  they  shall,  pio^Juccd. 
before  putting  upon  said  list  the  name  of  any  naturalized 
citizen,  require  such  person  to  produce,  for  their  inspection, 
his  papers  of  naturalization,  and  shall  be  satisfied  that  such 
person  has  been  duly  and  legally  naturalized,  except  that 
they  need  not  require  the  production  of  said  papers  by  any 
person  after  they  shall  have  once  examined  and  passed  upon 
the  same.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Proprietors  of  the  City  Chap.  417 
Hotel,  in  Worcester." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     So   much  of  the  three  hundred   and  fortieth  ^ct  of  1853 

.  repealed. 

chapter  or  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  fifty-three  as  gives  the  City  Hotel  Corporation  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subjects  them  to  all  the  duties, 
liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  per-  perso''na\''e''s?atr'' 
sonal  estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding   one  hundred  and  $130,000;^^^*"^ 
thirty  thousand  dollars.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
19,  1855.] 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  relative  to  "Proprietors  of  Lands,  VVharves,  Chap.  418 
general  Fields,  and  other  Real  Estate  lying  in  Common." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.     If  the  proprietor  of  land  in  any  common  field  Landennosodox- 

,  ,.  11  1.  11.  einpi  trom  assess- 

shali  enclose  his  own  land  at  his  own  expense,  and  cultivate  ™ent. 
or  appropriate  it  to  his  exclusive  use  and  benefit,  said  pro- 
prietor shall  no  longer  be  assessed,  so  far  as  said  enclosed 
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land  is  concerned,  for  any  expenses  incident  to  said  common 
field,  neither  shall  he  exercise  any  control  over  the  portion 
of  said  field  not  thus  enclosed,  so  far  as  relates  to  that  por- 
tion of  his  land  fenced  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid. 
Act  repealed.  Sect.  2.     So  much  of  the  forty-third  chapter  of  the  Re- 

vised Statutes  as  is  inconsistent  with  this  act  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor j  May  19,  1855.] 

Chap.  419  An  Act  relative  to  Warren  Bridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Liabilities  to  con-      Sect.  1.     Nothing  contained  in  the  act  approved  by  the 
tmne,  no«se,e  c.  gQ^^^j^Qj,   qj^   j-j^^   tweuty-cighth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  relation 
to  the  Charles  River  Bridge  and  the  Warren  Bridge,"  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  release  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany from  their  liabilities  in  relation  to  said  Warren  Bridge 
as  provided  by  existing  laws ;  but  such  liabilities  shall,  in 
all  respects,  continue  in  case  said  act  of  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
shall  be  accepted  by  the  city  of  Charlestown. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chcip.  420  An  Act  to  incorporate  tlie  Constitution  Wharf  Company. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Corporators.  Sect.  1.     Jamcs  M.  Bccbe,  Euoch  Train,  Benjamin  Bangs , 

Donald  McKay,  John  M.  S.  Williams  and  Frederick  W. 
Thayer,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
corporation  by  the  name  of  Constitution  Wharf  Company ; 

Powers. liabiii-  witli  all  tlic  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

May  purchase        Sect.  2.     Said  corporatiou  may  purchase  and  hold  the 

and  boRl  lanUand  ^  f^•-\-\■\n•^ 

flats  vitbin  cer-  wholc  Or  anv  part  or  parts  of  the  certain  land  and  flats  in  the 

tain  limits.  .  ^  -r-,  .  ,  .         ,        „  -,,         .         -,.      • 

city  of  Boston  within  the  following  limits,  to  wit:  between 
the  premises  of  the  Winnisimmet  Company  on  the  northerly 
side  of  the  said  land  and  flats.  Commercial  Street  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  said  land  and  flats,  and  the  premises 
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known  as  Battery  Wharf  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  said 
land  and  flats,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  appurte- 
nances thereto  belonging;  and  the  said  corporation  may  way  maintain 
maintain  a  wharf  within  the  said  limits,  and  lay  vessels 
thereat,  and  receive  dockage  therefor,  and  may  excavate 
docks  and  construct  warehouses,  stores  and  sheds  upon  the 
land  above  mentioned,  and  maintain  and  lease  the  same,  and 
make  any  improvements  in  warehouses  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  a  line  of  European  steamships. 

Sect.  3.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  said  Restrictions. 
corporation  to  erect  any  structure  below  the  commissioners' 
line,  established  by  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  of 
the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  chapter  thirty- 
iive  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  by  other 
acts  in  addition  to  the  same,  which  the  owners  of  the  said  land 
and  flats  may  not  legally  do  at  the  time  of  the  passage  hereof, 
or  to  till  up  any  flats  which  the  said  owners  may  not  now  fill  up. 

Sect.  4.     The  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  s^ha^s^TVauo 
consist  of  eight  hundred  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  ^''*^''- 

Sect.  o.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Appj-oved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  establish   a   Board   of  Pilot  Commissioners  for  this   Common-  ChcW.  421 

wealth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  riiot    commis- 

.,.,,  i-T  •  T  ••         sioners,  how  ap- 

the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  and  commission  pointed, 
three  persons  to  execute  the  office  of  commissioners  of  pilots 
for  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  who  shall  hold  their  office 
during  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by 
the  governor  and  council. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  commissioners  shall  grant  coinmis-  Pra'??r'comm[s-'° 
sions  as  pilots  in  and  for  the  several  ports  or  harbors,  to  ^ay  puotsi'etc""^ 
such  number  of  competent  and  trustworthy  persons  as  they 
may  deem  necessary ;  and  also  shall  grant  general  commis- 
sions as  bay  pilots,  to  all  port  pilots,  who  may,  on  examina- 
tion, prove  competent  to  serve  as  such  for  any  two  or  more 
ports  within  the  State.  They  may  also,  at  their  discretion, 
grant  to  such  persons  not  being  port  pilots,  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  not  to  exceed  ten  in  numl)er,  general  com- 
missions as  bay  pilots,  with  authority  to  pilot  vessels  into 
such  ports  as  they  may  prove,  upon  examination,  familiar 
with  and  competent  for.     And  all  general  or  bay  pilots  so ''"''^'^  "*  p"'^'*- 
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niotage  fees. 


Provided,  how- 
ever. 


Pilots  to  give 
hond. 


Commissioners  to 
keep  an  office  and 
reuister      com- 
plaints, etc. 


commissioned,  shall  be  authorized  to  take  charge  of  all  ves- 
sels which  they  may  board  outside  of  the  lines  established 
as  the  limits  of  the  peculiar  pilotage  ground  of  the  several 
poi'ts,  and  to  pilot  such  vessels  into  their  port  of  destination, 
if  included  within  their  commission;  and  no  other  pilot  sub- 
sequently boarding  any  such  vessel,  shall,  in  such  case,  have 
the  right  to  interfere  or  claim  the  pilotage  fees  for  such 
vessel,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  if  the  port  of  destination  of 
such  vessel  shall  not  be  included  within  the  commission  of 
the  pilot  first  boarding  her  as  aforesaid,  any  pilot  who  may 
subsequently  board  such  vessel,  and  within  whose  commission 
her  port  of  destination  may  be  included,  shall  be  authorized 
to  take  charge  of  such  vessel,  and  to  carry  her  into  port. 
And  in  such  case  the  pilotage  fees  shall  be  divided  between 
the  two  pilots  pro  rata,  according  to  the  distances  passed 
under  the  charge  of  each,  to  be  adjusted,  in  case  of  dispute, 
by  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  or  either  of  them : 
provided,  that  in  no  case  the  pilot  first  boarding  the  vessel 
shall  receive  less  than  five  dollars  out  of  the  pilotage  fees 
aforesaid  :  provided,  however,  that  no  pilot  shall  be  author- 
ized to  interfere  with  the  regular  port  pilots  within  the 
lines  established  as  the  limits  of  the  peculiar  pilotage  ground 
of  any  port,  by  boarding  any  vessel  within  said  lines,  if  any 
pilot  of  said  port  be  out  in  the  waters  of  said  port,  and  in 
sight  at  the  time.  But  if  no  pilot  of  said  port  be  at  the 
time  out  in  the  waters  of  said  port  and  in  sight,  then  any 
general  or  bay  pilot  commissioned  for  the  port,  may  take 
charge  of  any  vessel  within  said  lines,  and  pilot  her  into 
port,  and  receive  the  usual  fees  therefor.  And  if  in  such 
case  the  vessel  be  subsequently  boarded  by  any  regular 
pilot  of  the  port,  the  general  pilot  first  boarding  her  shall 
receive  pro  rata  pilotage,  and  not  less  in  amount  than  five 
dollars,  as  in  the  preceding  case  provided. 

Sect.  3.  No  person  shall  receive  a  commission,  or  exer- 
cise the  office  of  a  pilot,  until  he  shall  have  deposited  with 
the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  a  bond  in  the  penal  sura 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  said  treasurer,  and 
with  sureties  satisfactory  to  the  said  commissioners,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  all  the  duties  required  bylaw  of  any 
pilot. 

Sect,  4.  The  commissioners  of  pilots  shall  keep  an  office, 
to  be  open  at  all  times,  to  receive  and  consider,  and  register 
in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  complaints  by  and  against 
pilots,  and  to  examine  the  evidence  concerning  the  same ; 
and  in  case  any  pilot  shall  be  guilty  of  any  act  whereby  the 
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condition  of  this  bond  shall  be  broken,  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  make  individual  complaint  thereof  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth,  who  shall  cause  a  suit  to  be  forth- 
with commenced,  and  security  to  be  taken  for  the  benefit  of 
all  persons  who  may  have  suflered  by  the  misconduct  or  nc(^- 
lii:;ence  of  such  pilot,  and  the  like  proceedings  and  judgment 
shall  be  had  and  rendered  in  such  suit,  as  in  the  case  of 
sheriffs  bonds. 

Sect.  5.     Once  in  every  three  months  each  pilot  sliall  L'lomu ''overv 
render  to  the  said  commissioners  of  pilots,  an  account  of  all  t'^'e? months, otc 
vessels  piloted,  and  of  all  moneys  received  by  him,  or  by  any 
person  for  him,  for  pilotage,  and  he  shall  pay  to  the  com- 
missioners six  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thereof,  which  shall 
be  taken  in  full  for  their  official  services,  and  for  the  expenses 
of  the  office ;  and  said  pilots  -may  add  six  per  cent,  to  the 
rates  established  by  law  at  the  time  when  they  shall  per- 
form the  service  of  piloting  any  vessel;  and  they  may  collect 
the  same  in  the  like  manner  as  they  are  now  authorized  to 
collect  the  pilotage  fees;  and  if  any  pilot  shall  make  a  false  Jiftums] *^°'  *^*'^^ 
return  of  moneys  so  received,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars. 

Sect.  G.  The  commissioners  of  pilots  may,  from  time  to  may"a\TerTx?st- 
time,  alter  or  amend  any  of  the  existing  regulations,  and  'JJ^  regulations, 
may  make  any  new  regulations  therefor,  and  all  such  altered, 
amended  and  new  regulations,  after  being  approved  by  the 
governor  and  council,  and  being  published  one  week  in  one 
of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  county  or  city  to  which 
such  regulations  apply,  shall  be  binding  on  all  persons;  and 
the  said  commissioners,  at  least  twice  a  year,  shall  publish 
all  the  regulations  which  shall  at  such  times  be  in  force  con- 
cerning the  pilotage  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  also  shall 
see  that  the  said  regulations,  and  the  laws  concering  pilots 
and  pilotage  are  duly  observed  and  executed;  and  the  pub- 
lishing of  all  the  laws  and  regulations  which  m.ay  be  deemed 
necessary,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  commissioners. 

Sect.  7.     The  commissioners  of  pilots  shall  keep  a  record  mX^relunirlo 
of  all  their  doings,  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  secretary  of  state. 
in  each  year,  shall  make  a  return  of  the  same  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  8.     If  any  person  not  having  a  branch  commission  J^^w uhout  com- 
or  warrant  as  a  pilot,  shall  undertake  to  pilot  into  or  out  of  ™^''°"- 
any  harbor  of  this  Commonwealth,  any  vessel  excepting  such 
as  are  excepted  in  the  seventh  section  of  chapter  thirty-two 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fiftv  dollars  for  each  offence. 
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When  to  take  Sect.  9.     Tliis  act  sball  talvG   eftect  from   and  after  the 


effect. 


first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  from  which  time  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  422  An  Act  supplementary  to  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate  jifee  Sale  of 
Wheat,  Corn,  and  other  Grains  and  Meal." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Act  of  1855  The  second  section  of  the  act  passed  April  twenty-eighth 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  regulate  the  Sale  of  Wheat,  Corn,  and  other  Grains  and 
Meal,"  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  and  require  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  appoint  one 
principal  measui-er  for  the  said  city,  who  shall  have  authority 
to  appoint  deputies ;  and  the  said  measurer  and  his  deputies 
may  and  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties 
prescribed  in  the  said  act  to  be  exercised  and  performed  by 
measurers  of  grain.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21, 
1855.] 

Chap.  423  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  incorporating  certnin 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Bridge  over  Acushnet  River,  in  the 
town  of  New  Bedford." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Former  act  8ect,  1.     Thc  third  scctiou  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in 

addition,  and  which  was  passed  at  the  present  session  of  the 
legislature  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  is  hereby  amended 
in  the  first  line  thereof  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  said  New  Bedford  Bridge. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


Chap.  424  An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mount  Washington 

Avenue  Corporation." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Time  for  con-  Sect.  1.     The  Mouut  Washington  Avenue  Corporation  is 

structlon   ex-  c  i  i  /•     •    i      j 

tended.  hereby  authorized  to  construct  and  complete  the  unhnisned 
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portion  of  its  avenue,  now  located  and  partly  constructed, 
and  lying  between  Fore  Point  Channel  and  its  easterly  ter- 
minus in  South  Boston,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  corporation  may  transfer  to  the  city  frSI?"ayeme! 
of  Boston,  and  the  said  city,  by  a  vote  of  the  board  of  alder-  ^o'cuV^of^B'olton; 
men,  may  accept,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  ^*^- 
agreed  upon,  such  parts  of  their  avenue,  street  and  bridge, 
as  have  been,  and  may  from  time  to  time  hereafter  be,  con- 
structed, and  before  the  completion  of  the  whole  avenue, 
and  that  the  parts  so  transferred  may  be  taken,  held  and 
maintained  by  the  city  of  Boston ;  with  the  same  rights  and 
privileges,  and  subject  to  the  same  duties  pertaining  to  the 
portions  thereof  accepted  by  the  said  city  as  are  provided 
in  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  in  case  of  a  transfer 
and  acceptance  of  the  whole  of  said  avenue. 

Sect.  3.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Safety  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of      Chap.  425 
Newburyport. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  James  Horton,  N.  G.  Bassett,  Ebcn  Sumner,  corporator. 
A.  W.  Mooney,  Newman  Brown,  William  H.  Swasey,  Warren 
Currier,  J.  B.Morss,  William  H.  Brewster,  George  Greenleaf, 
A.  Pingry,  Nathaniel  Foster,  their  associates,  successors  and 
assigns,  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate, by  the  name  of  the  Safety  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com-  ^'ame. 
pany,  of  Newburyport ;  with  powers  and  privileges  incident 
to  such  corporations,  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years.       Duration. 

Sect.  2.     When  the  sum  subscribed  to  be  insured  shall  ^av  insure  when 

$5(1.000       13       8UD- 

amount  to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  said  corporation  may  insure,  scribed, 
for  the  term   of  one  to  seven  years,  any  building,   goods, 
furniture,  books  or  effects,  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  three- 
quarters  of  the  value  of  the  property  insured. 

Sect.  3.     Said  corporation  may  choose  such  officers  and  choice  of  officers, 
establish  such  by-laws  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  ; 
and  each  member  shall  have  as  many  votes  as  he  has  poli- 
cies, and  may  vote  by  proxy. 

Sect.  4.     The  funds  of  said  corporation  shall  be  vested  ve"s°ed  anV^pir^ 
in  stocks  or  land,  on  such  security  as  the  directors  may  plated. 
order,  and  shall  be  appropriated,  first  to  pay  the  expenses 

42 
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Levy  of  execu- 
tion, etc. 


Policies  to  create 
alien,  etc. 


of  the  corporation,  and  next  to  pay  the  damages  which  any 
Memhersiiabie to  member  mav  be  entitled  to  recover  on  his  policy.     In  case 

assessment.  .'  r  j 

any  member  shall  have  a  just  claim  upon  the  corporation 
exceeding  the  amount  of  their  existing  funds,  the  directors 
shall,  without  delay,  assess  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary,  on 
the  members,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  premiums 
and  deposits  for  seven  years ;  but  not  to  exceed  treble  the 
amount  of  such  premiums  and  deposits. 

Sect.  5.  Whenever  any  member  shall  recover  judgment 
against  said  corporation,  he  may  levy  his  execution  on  their 
estates  or  funds,  but  if  sufficient  estate  or  funds  cannot  be 
found,  he  may  levy  the  same  on  the  private  property  of  any 
one  of  the  directors :  provided,  they  first  refuse  or  neglect, 
for  the  space  of  sixty  days,  to  satisfy  the  execution,  after 
formal  demand  made  on  them  for  that  purpose ;  and  any 
director  whose  property  may  be  thus  taken  may  sustain  an 
action  of  the  case  against  the  corporation  to  recover  full 
and  adequate  damages  therefor. 

Sect.  6.  Each  policy  of  insurance  shall,  of  itself,  with- 
out any  other  ceremony,  create  a  lien  on  any  building 
insured,  and  on  land  under  it,  for  the  payment  of  the  pre- 
mium stipulated  in  said  policy,  and  of  all  assessments  law- 
fully made  by  virtue  thereof;  and  this  provision  shall  not 
prevent  the  other  collateral  security. 

Sect.  7.  In  case  it  shall  become  necessary  to  resort  to 
the  lien  on  property  insured,  the  treasurer  shall  demand 
payment  of  the  insured,  or  his  legal  representative,  and  like- 
wise of  the  tenant  in  possession ;  and  in  case  of  non-pay- 
ment the  corporation  may  sustain  an  action  for  any  sum  due, 
either  on  the  deposit  note  or  by  assessment,  and  their  exe- 
cution may  be  levied  on  the  premises  insured,  and  the  officer 
making  the  levy  may  sell  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  estate, 
at  auction,  giving  notice,  and  proceeding  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  is  required  in  the  sale  of  equities  of  redemption  on 
executions,  and  the  owner  shall  have  a  right  to  redeem  the 
estate  by  paying  the  cost  of  sale,  the  amount  of  the  execu- 
tion, and  twelve  per  cent,  interest  thereon,  within  one  year 
from  such  sale. 

Sect.  8.  This  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be  taxed  by 
any  general  law  of  this  Commonwealth  taxing  other  similar 
institutions  ;  and  any  member  named  in  this  act  may  call  the 
first  meeting,  by  advertising  the  same  in  any  newspaper 
printed  in  Newburyport.  \_Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  21,  1855.] 


Proceetlings  in 
certain  casts. 


Liable  to  t.ixa 
tion. 


First  meeting, 
hjw  called. 
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An  Act  relating  to  Divorce.  Chap.  426 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     In  all  cases  of  divorce  from  tlie  bonds  of  matri-  sj.  court  may, 
mony,  (except  for  adulter}^,)  where  the  same  has  been  granted  permit  divorced 

'f  '  \  *■  *i  '  /  ^  ^  iiD  party  to  marry 

by  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Territory  within  the  United  aeain. 
States,  or  by  any  court  therein  havini^  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  or  either 
of  them,  may,  upon  petition  hied  by  the  party  against  whom 
the  divorce  was  granted,  (if  said  party  resided  within  this 
Commonwealth  at  the  time  of  granting  the  divorce,)  and 
upon  such  notice  as  the  court  may  order,  authorize  and 
permit  the  party  to  marry  again ;  and  such  permission  shall 
remove  all  disabilities  now  imposed  by  law  upon  such  party. 

Sect.  2.     The  three  hundred  and  forty-ninth  chapter  of  Form..ractre- 
the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  May  nineteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  is  hereby  repealed.     \_Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Justice^  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Chap.  427 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

On  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  vear  one  thou-  salaries  in- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  the  chief  justice  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
twenty-seven  hundred  dollars,  and  each  of  the  other  jus- 
tices of  said  court  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  in 
quarterly  payments,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  in  the  same  proportion  for  any  part  of  a  quar- 
ter.    '[^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  for  the  better  establishment  of  the  Police  Court  in  the  City  of  Fall  Chap.  428 

River. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  standing  justice  of  the  police  court  of  the  samry  of  stand- 

'-->  *^  -1  ing  justice. 

city  of  Fall  River  shall,  from  and  after  the  time  when  this 
act  shall  take  effect,  receive,  in  full  compensation  for  all  ser- 
vices which  by  law  he  is  required  to  perform  as  said  justice, 
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an  annual  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  quar- 
terly, from  the  treasury  of  the  city  of  Fall  River. 

Appointment  of  Sect.  2.  A  clerk  shall  be  appointed  for  said  court,  who 
shall  do  all  the  duties  which  are  by  law  now  prescribed  to 

Salary.  i\^q  justicc  of  Said  court  acting  as  clerk,  and  shall  receive,  in 

full  compensation  for  all  his  services  as  clerk,  except  for 
certificates  and  copies  of  papers  and  all  proceedings  of  said 
court,  an  annual  salary  of  four  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
quarterly,  from  the  treasury  of  the  city  of  Fall  River. 

fo^Stedforf'  Sect.  3.  All  fees  and  charges  now  by  law  authorized  to 
be  collected  and  received  by  the  standing  justice  of  said  po- 
lice court,  shall  hereafter  be  collected  and  received  by  the 
clerk  of  said  court,  and  by  him  accounted  for  to  the  city 
government  in  Fall  River,  and  paid  quarterly  into  the  treas- 
ury of  said  city. . 

andgive'tfouT'"  Sect.  4.  Thc  clcrk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall  give  bonds  to 
the  city  of  Fall  River,  in  such  sum  as  the  city  council  shall 
order,  with  a  surety  or  sureties  to  the  acceptance  of  the  city 
treasurer,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Clerk  not  to  bo  Sect.  5.  The  clerk  shall  not  be  retained  or  employed  as 
counsel  or  attorney  in  any  suit,  complaint,  or  other  proceed- 
ing whatever  before  said  court,  nor  in  any  which  shall  have 
been  heard,  tried  or  examined  therein. 

poiLfacierk.  ^''"  Sect.  6.  The  govcmor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council, 
shall  appoint  a  duly  qualified  person  to  be  clerk  of  said 
court,  who  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
governor  and  council,  and  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence, 
the  court  shall  appoint  a  clerk  ])?'o  tempore,  who  shall  act 
until  the  standing  clerk  shall  resume  the  duties  of  his  office 
or  another  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor. 

tlste!et°c!'^"  Sect.  7.  All  writs  and  processes  issuing  from  said  court, 
shall  bear  teste  of  the  standing  justice,  or  if  there  be  no 
standing  justice,  then  of  a  special  justice  of  said  court,  and 
shall  be  signed  by  the  clerk;  in  other  respects  they  and  the 
proceedings  thereon  shall  l3e  substantially  the  same  as  in 
like  cases  before  justices  of  the  peace. 

fo*'be  hei?r  ""^^  Sect.  8.  A  court  shall  be  held  by  said  justice  on  live 
several  days  of  each  week,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
to  take  cognizance  of  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors, 
and  one  day  in  each  week,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  entry 
and  trial  of  civil  actions,  the  hearing  of  motions,  and 
such  other  civil  business  as  may  come  before  it,  either  in 
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the  court  house  or  in  any  other  suitable  place  in  said  city 
which  may  be  provided  therefor  by  the  city  government,  and 
may  be  adjourned  to  any- other  place  in  the  said  city  as  oc- 
casion shall  require. 

Sect.  9.  The  police  court  of  the  city  of  Fall  River  shall  J.unsd>ction  uot 
continue  to  have  the  same  jurisdiction  which  it  has  exercised 
hitherto,  and  the  jurisdiction  thereof  shall  not  be  limited  by 
reason  of  any  interest  on  the  part  of  the  justice  of  said 
court  which  may  arise  from  the  payment  of  fines  or  costs 
adjudged  or  accruing  in  said  court,  into  the  treasury  of  the 
city  of  Fall  River  or  of  the  county  of  Bristol. 

Sect.  10.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  when  to  take  ct- 

feet. 

tenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  fifty-five,  and  all  parts  of  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorsistent acts 

establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Fall  River,"  passed 

May  twenty-first,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  fifty-two,  inconsistent  with  the  provisions   of  this  act, 

are  hereby  repealed.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21, 

1855.] 


An  Act  to  regulate  Billiard  Rooms  and  Bowling  Alleys.  Chap.  429 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  ajid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  keeper  for  the  time  being,  of  any  billiard  J,',^^"/!^?!^^.^' 
room  or  table,  or  of  any  bowling  alley,  who  shall  admit  any  ^^c 
minor  to  the  same,  without  the  written  consent  of  their  pa- 
rent or  guardian,  or  who  shall  sufler  any  persons  to  play  at 
the  same  after  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  or 
after  ten  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  any  other  day,  shall 
forfeit  ten  dollars  for  the  first  oftence,  and  twenty  dollars 
for  each  offence  after  the  first,  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor 
therefor. 

Sect.  2.  Any  marshal  or  his  deputy,  sheriff  or  his  deputy,  ?e'?to enforce law 
constable,  police  officer  or  watchman,  may  at  any  time  enter 
into  said  billiard  room,  bowling  alley,  or  other  room  con- 
nected therewith,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  this  or  any 
other  act;  and  any  person  who  shall  obstruct  or  hinder  the 
entrance  of  any  such  ofQcer,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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Chap.  430      An  Act  to  extend  the  Charter  of  the  Mystic  River  Railroad  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloius  : 

and'c'mVtmS      Sect.  1.     The  pGriods  of  time  fixed  by  the  four  hundred 
extended.  ^^^  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and 

fifty-three,  and  by  the  thirty-first  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty-four,  for  the  location  and  construction 
of  the  Mystic  River  Railroad,  are  hereby  extended  two  years 
Proviso.  respectively :  provided,  that  so  much  of  the  four  hundred 

and  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  as  authorizes  said  company  to 
locate  and  construct  their  railroad,  or  any  part  thereof,  be- 
tween Tufts'  Mill  Pond  and  Main  Street,  and  also  so  much 
of  said  act,  and  of  the  thirty-first  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as  refers  to 
the  one  hundred  and  fifth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  is  hereby  repealed. 
Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

L>liap.  4oi  An  Act  to  secure  to  Mechanics  and  others  Payment  for  Labor  and  Mate- 
rials by  them  expended. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represetita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  : 

i^.'hor  m\T mate-      Sect.  1.     Any  pcrsou  who  shall  actually  perform  labor  in 
'■""^'  erecting,  altering  or  repairing  any  building  or  structure  upon 

real  estate,  or  shall  furnish  materials  actually  used  for  the 
same,  by  virtue  of  any  agreement  with,  or  consent  of,  the 
owner  thereof,  or  other  person  having  authority  or  acting  for 
such  owner  to  procure  labor  or  furnish  materials  in  his  be- 
half, shall  have  a  lien  upon  such  building  or  structure,  and 
upon  the  interest  of  the  owner  of  the  building  or  structure 
in  the  lot  of  land  upon  which  the  same  is  situated,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  amount  due  him  for  such  labor  or  mate- 
Proviso.  pjg^ig  .  provided,  however,  that  no  lien  for  materials  furnished, 

shall  attach  unless  the  person  furnishing  the  same  shall,  be- 
fore so  doing,  give  notice  to  the  owner  of  the  land,  if  such 
owner  be  not  the  purchaser  of  the  materials,  that  he  intends 
to  claim  such  lien. 
unTe^sSme'Ji't,  ^ECT.  2.  Such  licu  shall  be  dissolved  unless  the  person 
fnuiiity  day"."'''  '^^^^  ^^^7  dcslrc  to  avail  himself  thereof  shall,  within  thirty 
days  after  he  shall  cease  to  labor  on,  or  fn.rnish  materials 
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for,  such  building  or  structure,  file,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  same  is  situated,  a  state- 
ment of  a  just  and  true  account  of  the  amount  due  him,  with 
all  just  credits  given,  together  with  a  description  of  the 
property  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  lien  sufficiently  ac- 
curate for  identification,  with  the  name  of  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  property,  if  known;  which  certificate  shall  be 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  the  person  claiming  the  lien,  or 
by  some  one  in  his  behalf,  and  shall  be  recorded  in  a  book 
kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  clerk  of  such  city  or  town,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  therefor  as  for  recording 
mortgages  of  equal  length. 

Sect.  3.     No  inaccuracy  in  the  statement  mentioned  in  inficcunicy    in 

•^  statement  not.  to 

the  second  section  of  this  act  relatmg  to  the  property  to  be  celdin'fs'^tc''"" 
covered  by  the  lien,  if  the  property  can  be  reasonably  recog- 
nized, or  in  stating  the  amount  due  for  labor,  shall  invalidate 
the  proceedings,  unless  it  shall  appear  that  the  person  filing 
the  certificate  has  wilfully  and  knowingly  claimed  more  than 
is  his  due. 

Sect.  4.  The  owner  of  any  building  or  structure  upon  n^',"e'''ma*^''''re^- 
real  estate,  in  process  of  erection  or  of  being  altered  or  mTntottnyuen' 
repaired,  may  prevent  the  attaching  of  any  lien  for  labor 
thereon  not  at  the  time  performed,  or  materials  not  then 
furnished,  by  giving  notice  in  writing  to  the  person  perform- 
ing such  labor  or  furnishing  such  materials  that  he  will  not 
be  responsible  therefor. 

Sect.  5.  Such  lien  may  be  enforced  by  petition  to  the  fj^enar^'"™*  °^ 
court  of  common  pleas  in  the  county  where  the  building  or 
structure  is  situated,  or,  when  the  amount  of  the  claim  does 
not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  by  petition  to  any  police 
court  or  justices'  court,  or,  where  there  is  no  police  or  jus- 
tices' court,  by  petition  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  having 
jurisdiction  in  other  civil  cases  between  the  same  parties; 
which  petition  may  be  inserted  in  a  writ  of  original  sum- 
mons, and  served,  returned,  and  entered  as  in  other  civil 
actions.  After  the  entry  of  such  petition  in  court,  or  before 
the  justice  having  jurisdiction,  the  proceedings  in  relation 
thereto  shall  be  such  as  are  prescribed  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  so  far  as  the 
provisions  of  that  chapter  are  consistent  herewith. 

Sect.  6.     The  court  may,  at  any  time, allow  either  party  ^.Jl^'.^Jj^fJ^Ef'"^^' 
to  amend  his  pleadings  under  this  act  as  in  actions  at  com- 
mon law ;  but  none  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  afi'ect 
any  contract  made  before  the  same  goes  into  effect. 
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Inconsistent  acts  Sect.  7.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed,  but  pending  proceedings  and  liens  shall 
not  be  affected  by  this  repeal. 

Sect.  8.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [App7'oved  hy  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chaj)'  4o2  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts  concerning  Executors,  Administra- 
tors, Guardians  and  Trustees. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Judges  of  probate      Sect.  1.     Jud2:es  of  Brobato  for  tlicir  rcspectivc  countics, 

mav  allow  adjust-  .  ^  '■        ,      .     .  -,.  , 

mrnt  of  claims  by  ^av  authorizc  cxccutors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trus- 

arbitratlon,  etc.  •'  ...  .  j_   ji      •       t 

tees,  to  adjust,  by  arbitration  or  compromise,  at  their  discre- 
tion, any  and  all  claims  and  demands,  in  favor  of  or  against, 
the  estates  by  them  represented,  whenever  it  shall  appear  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  an  interest  therein. 
Act  repealed.  Sect.  2.     Thc  act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  Execu- 

tors, Administrators,  Guardians  and  Trustees,"  approved 
March  ninth,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3,  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  Blay  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  433  An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Boston  and  New  York 
Central  Railroad  Company  to  issue  Preferred  Stock." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  iSetiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

May  issufi  9.000      Sect.  1.     Thc  Bostou  aud  New  York  Central  Railroad 

shares  of  7  per  ct.  •      i  i  t         •        t  i         e-    ,^-i         i  i        ±^  t 

preferred  stock.  Compauy  IS  hereby  authorized,  out  oi  the  twenty  thousand 
shares  of  preferred  stock,  created  by  a  previous  act  of  this 
legislature,  to  issue  not  exceeding  nine  thousand  shares, 
which  shall  be  called  seven  per  cent,  preferred  stock,  and 
which  shall  take  precedence  of  the  remaining  shares  of  said 
preferred  stock,  which  may  be  issued  under  said  act,  and  the 
same  shall  be  entitled  to  the  first  dividends  of  the  net  earn- 
ings of  the  railroad  of  said  company,  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  per  share,  payable  semi- 
annually ;  and  if  this  act  is  accepted  by  the  said  company, 
as  hereinafter  provided,  then  the  stock  which  may  be  issued, 
under  the  said  previous  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  divi- 
dends in  said  act  provided,  and  in  the  manner  therein  pro- 
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Yided,  but  not,  however,  till  the  dividends  on  said  seven  per 
cent,  preferred  stock  shall  have  been  first  paid. 

Sect.  2,  The  directors  of  said  company  are  hereby  au- ^jjje^tors  to  issae 
thorized  to  issue  said  seven  percent,  preferred  stock  to  any 
person  or  persons,  upon  the  payment  of  one  hundred  dollars 
per  share  therefor,  and  two-thirds  of  such  payment  may  be  ^jfdr™!°'  °^ 
made  in  the  mortgage  bonds  of  said  company,  at  their  par 
value,  the  remaining  third  to  be  paid  in  money,  upon  the  de- 
livery of  the  certificates  of  said  stock. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  same  is  ^^^^en  to  tak« 
accepted  by  the  stockholders  of  said  company,  at  a  meeting 
called  for  that  purpose.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
21,  1855.] 

An  Act  regulating  the  passing  of  Vessels  through  Railroad  Draw  Bridges.  Ckcip.  434 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Every  railroad  company  shall  provide  for  every  ^^"5?^!^  bridges. 
draw  bridge  of  said  company,  a  steady  and  discreet  super- 
intendent, experienced  in  the  management  of  vessels. 

Sect,  2.  Said  superintendent  shall  have  full  control  and  rttuJ'o^luperuf- 
direction  of  the  passing  of  all  vessels  through  such  draw,  tandems. 
He  shall  decide  upon  the  proper  time*  and  as  to  the  serving 
of  the  tide,  for  passing  the  draw ;  he  shall  give  all  necessary 
advice,  and  furnish  proper  facilities,  for  said  passing ;  he  shall 
allow  no  unnecessary  detention,  having  due  regard  and  cau- 
tion for  the  passing  of  engines  and  trains ;  he  shall  be  ready, 
day  and  night,  to  open  the  draw ;  and  he  shall  keep  posted 
up,  in  a  convenient  place,  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons 
interested  therein,  a  printed  or  written  copy  of  his  regu- 
lations conforming  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  Every  master  or  commander  of  a  vessel  apply-  D«ty  of  masters 
ing  to  pass  such  draw  shall  give  the  superintendent  a  true 
report  of  his  vessel's  draught  of  water ;  he  shall  be  governed 
by  the  superintendent,  as  to  priority  of  right,  when  two  or 
more  vessels  apply  to  pass  at  the  same  time ;  he  shall  so 
place  his  buoys,  warping  lines,  anchors  or  cables,  as  neither 
to  interfere  with  other  vessels  nor  obstruct  the  bridge,  ex- 
cept as  he  maybe  authorized  by  the  superintendent;  and 
vessels  shall  go  to  the  right  in  passing  up  and  down  accord- 
ing to  the  tide,  if  practicable,  unless  otherwise  directed  by 
the  superintendent. 

Sect.  4.     Railroad  trains  shall  be  allowed  fifteen  minutes  Time  allowed  for 

.        .  railroad  trains  to 

before  and  after  their  time  due  by  time-table  to  cross  the  p"3- 

43 
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Proviso.  draw :  provided,  however,  that  if  the  trains  should  be  ap- 

proaching, the  draw  shall  remain  closed  a  reasonable  time 
for  the  train  to  pass  over,  and  provided  this  act  shall  not 
abridge  existing  rights  of  railroad  companies,  and  that  a 
reasonable  time  shall  be  allowed  for  the  passage  of  vessels 
through  the  draws, 
h^rsuyriniend-  Sect.  5.  Auj  pcrson  obstructing  such  superintendent  in 
ent.etc.  ^|^g  performance  of  his  duties  as  prescribed  by  this  act,  or 

violating  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  upon  canviction 
thereof,  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  three,  nor  exceeding 
fifty,  dollars. 
Sg  draw°o?'dam-  Sect.  6.  Any  person  who  shall  break,  deface  or  impair  any 
agiDg  bridge, etc.  g^j^,]^  bridge,  wharf  or  pier,  or  shall  unnecessarily  open  or  ob- 
struct the  draw  without  the  consent  of  the  superintendent, 
or  shall  without  such  consent  make  fast,  or  moor,  to  such 
bridge  any  scow,  raft,  or  other  vessel,  within  wake  of  the 
draw,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  three,  nor  more  than  twenty,  dollars. 

Sect.  7.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  injure  or  damage 
any  railroad  bridge,  wharf  or  pier,  or  shall  wilfully  disturb 
or  hinder  the  superintendent  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  a  pen- 
alty of  not  less  than  fifty,  nor  greater  than  one  hundred, 
dollars,  to  the  use  of  ihe  Commonwealth,  to  be  recovered 
by  indictment  or  information  in  any  court  of  competent  ju- 
risdiction ;  and  such  persons  so  offending  shall  be  further 
liable  to  answer  in  damages  to  the  corporation  upon  whom 
Proviso.  i\^Q  offence  is  committed :  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act 

shall  be  construed  as  intending  to  impair  or  affect  the  legal 
rights  of  any  person  whatever. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  435  An  Act  for  supplying  the  City  of  Lowell  with  Water. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

con\'ey^taTe^r         ^^CT.  1.     Thc  city  of  LowcU  is  hcrcby  authorized  to  take, 
Ki'vw.^^"'""'"'^  hold  and  convey,  into  and  through  said  city  from  the  Merri- 
mack River,  at  any  point  thereof  within  said  city  that  may 
be  deemed  expedient,  sufficient  water  for  the  use  of  said 
city  and   the  inhabitants   thereof,  for  the  extinguishment  of 
May  take  and    fircs,  domcstic  and  other  purposes ;  and  may  also  take  and 
hold  land,  etc.     ijoi(j^  j^y  p^rchasc  or  otherwise,  any  lands  or  real  estate 
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within  said  city  necessary  for  laying  and  maintaining  aque- 
ducts or  pipes,  constructing  and  maintaining  reservoirs,  and 
such  other  works  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  or  proper 
for  raising,  forcing,  retaining,  distributing,  discharging,  or 
disposing  of  said  water. 

Sect.  2,  The  city  of  Lowell  shall,  within  sixty  days  from  ^"cftSkento°be 
the  time  they  shall  take  any  lands  for  the  purposes  of  this  ^'eJ.  etc. 
act,  file  in  the  office  of  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the  northern 
district  of  Middlesex,  a  description  of  the  lands  so  taken,  as 
certain  as  is  required  in  a  common  conveyance  of  lands,  and 
a  statement  of  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  taken, 
which  description  and  statement  shall  be  signed  by  the 
mayor  of  said  citj'. 

Sect.  3.  The  said  city  may  make,  build,  lay  down  and  dLlits.^'reierv^rrt 
maintain,  aqueducts  and  pipes  from  said  Merrimack  River,  ^^'^^ 
into,  through  and  about  said  city ;  construct  and  maintain 
reservoirs ;  and  may  make,  erect,  and  maintain  and  carry  on 
such  other  works  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  for  raising 
the  water  into  the  same,  and  forcing  and  distributing  the 
water  through  and  about  said  city ;  may  make  and  establish 
such  public  hydrants,  in  such  places  within  said  city  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  be  deemed  proper;  and  prescribe  the 
purposes  for  which  the  same  may  be  used ;  and  may  change 
or  discontinue  the  same :  may  distribute  the  water  through- 
out the  city,  and  for  this  purpose  may  lay  down  pipes  to 
any  house  or  building  in  said  city,  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof  having  notice,  and  not  objecting  thereto  ;  may  regu- 
late the  use  of  said  water,  and  establi.=ih,  receive,  and  collect 
the  prices  or  rents  to  be  paid  therefor ;  and  the  said  city 
may,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  carry  and  conduct  and 
maintain  any  aqueducts,  pipes,  or  other  works  by  them  to 
be  made,  laid  down,  or  conducted  over,  under,  through,  or 
across  any  water-course,  canal,  street,  bridge,  railroad,  high- 
way, or  other  way,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  obstruct  the 
travel  or  free  use  thereof;  may  enter  upon  and  dig  up  any  ^{^/gfj^g^p 
such  road,  street,  or  way,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down 
pipes  beneath  the  surface  thereof,  and  for  maintaining  and 
repairing  the  same,  and  in  general  may  do  any  other  acts 
and  things  necessary  or  convenient;  and  proper  for  carrying 
out  the  purposes  of  this  act. 

Sect.  4.     All  pipes,  aqueducts,  and  other  works  construct-  ^.'^P^'^ct'^flow' o° 
ed,  or  erected  by  said  city  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in,  under,  or  ^""• 
over  any  of  the  canals  of  "The  Proprietors  of  the  Locks 
and  Canals  on  Merrimack  River,"  shall  be  so  constructed, 
erected,  and  laid,  as,  when  completed,  not  to  obstruct  the 
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navigation  in  said  canals,  or  either  of  them,  or  to  interrupt 
or  impede  the  flow  of  the  water  in  the  same. 

Rights,  etc.,  of       Sect.  5.     The  rights,  powers  and  authorities  given  to 

exercised  by  city  the  citj  of  Lowell  by  this  act,  shall  be  exercised  by  the  said 
city,  subject  to  the  restrictions,  duties  and  liabilities  herein 
contained,  in  such  manner  and  by  such  commissioners,  offi- 
cers, agents  and  servants,  as  the  city  council  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  ordain,  appoint,  and  direct. 

Lowell  may  issue  Sect.  6.  For  the  purposc  of  defraying  the  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  by  the  city  of  Lowell  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  powers  granted  by  this  act,  the  said  city  of  Lowell 
shall  have  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  borrow  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  and  to  issue  notes,  scrip,  or  certificates  of 
debt,  therefor,  to  such  an  amount  as  the  city  council  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  deem  expedient,  bearing  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  this  Commonwealth; 

When  payable,  and  the  principal  shall  be  made  payable  at  periods  not  more 
than  twenty  years  from  the  issuing  of  said  notes,  scrip,  or 
certificates  of  debt,  respectively ;  and  the  city  council  may 
sell  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  at 
public  or  private  sale,  or  pledge  the  same  for  money  bor- 
rowed for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  on  such  terms  and  con- 

city  may  assess  (jifjons  as  the  citv  council  shall  iudge  proper.    And  the  city 

gums    expedient,  ^'^^^^  .  ,      .        .     ,  ,  i        •        i     iT  ,.  i_      ±- 

etc-  council  of  said  city  is  hereby  authorized,  irom  time  to  time, 

•  to  appropriate,  grant  and  assess  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  towards  paying  said  expenses, 
or  the  principal  of  the  money  so  borrowed  or  obtained,  and 
the  interest  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  money  is  appro- 
priated, granted  and  assessed  for  other  city  purposes. 

Damages,  how  to      Sect.  7.     All   persous   and   corporations  who    sliall   be 

bp     ascertained,         ^  ^r  iii-  /.  ii 

•t«-  damaged  in  their  property  by  the  taking  of  any  lands  or 

water,  the  building  of  reservoirs,  aqueducts,  or  water-works, 
or  the  laying  of  pipes,  or  in  any  other  way  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  powers  hereby  granted  to  the  city  of  Lowell,  un- 
less the  said  city  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  request  in 
writing  made  to  the  mayor  of  said  city,  pay  or  tender  to 
the  person  or  corporation  so  damaged,  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation therefor ;  shall  have  the  same  remedies  as  are 
provided  in  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
for  persons  damaged  by  railroad  corporations. 

renaitiM,how  Sect.  8.  If  any  pcrsou  wautonly  or  maliciously  shall  Cor- 
rupt the  water  in,  or  destroy  or  injure  any  aqueduct,  reser- 
voir, pipe,  conduit,  hydrant,  machine  or  other  works  or 
property,  held,  owned  or  used  by  the  said  city  of  Lowell, 
by  the  authority  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  every  such 
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person  or  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  city, 
three  times  the  amount  of  damages  that  shall  be  assessed 
therefor,  to  be  recovered  by  any  proper  action ;  and  every 
such  person  or  persons  may,  moreover,  on  indictment  for 
and  conviction  of  either  of  the  wanton  or  malicious  acts 
aforesaid,  be  punished  by  tine  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Sect.  9.     Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  con-  pity  authority 

,  .  nT  ni  -ij  J.1         •        limited  in  use  of 

strued  as  to  give  to  the  city  of  Lowell  the  right  to  authorize  ^-"ter. 
the  use,  by  any  other  persons  or  corporations,  of  the  water 
of  Merrimack  River,  taken  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
for  mechanical  or  manufacturing  purposes,  otherwise  than 
for  creating  steam. 

Sect.  10.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Lowell  ^c'j.^ep^ted '  b'^'in- 
shall  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the  said  city  to  habitants. 
meet  in  their  respective  wards  on  such  days  as  the  said 
mayor  and  aldermen  shall  direct,  not  exceeding  sixty  days 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  their 
written  votes  upon  the  question  whether  they  will  accept 
the  same.  And  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  so  given  upon  the 
question  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  the  negative,  this  act  shall 
be  null  and  void. 

Sect.  11.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  School  Books.  Chap.  436 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Each  city  and  town  is  hereby  authorized  to  fur-  school  books  ana 
nish  the  school  books  and  stationery  used  in  all  the  public  nist.edin^pubnc 
schools,  under  the  supervision  of  the  school  committee,  at 
the  expense  of  said  city  or  town ;  and  the  school  committee 
shall  make  such  regulations  as  they  may  deem  suitable  and 
expedient  respecting  the  supply,  use,  care  and  preservation 
of  said  books. 

Sect.  2.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  inconsistent  acts 
provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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Chap.  437  An  Act  to  incorporate  Towns  and  Cities  into  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panies, at  their  election. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

luoiorizpd  t"in-      Sect.  1.     Aiij  towii  OF  cltj  Iq  this  Commonwealth  that 

byVer'"^'  '"^^  shall,  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  legally  called  for  that 
purpose,  vote  to  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  thereby  become  an  incorporated  mutual  fire  insurance 
company,  under  the  name  by  which  it  was  incorporated  as  a 
town  or  city,  with  power  and  authority  to  insure  property 
within  the  limits  of  such  town  or  city  against  loss  or  damage 
by  fire. 

by-K'^e't?.''''"'  Sect.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  any  town,  and  the  common 
council,  in  concurrence  with  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any 
city  that  shall  have  become  incorporated  as  provided  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to 
make  all  such  by-laws,  and  to  choose  all  oSicers  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  of  such  insurance  company,  as  they  in 

i^sM^'^tc.^"^''  their  judgment  shall  think  necessary.  And  every  company 
thus  incorporated  shall  be  invested  with,  and  entitled  to,  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  liabilities  and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-third  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-four, — excepting  sections  twenty-third  and  twenty- 
fourth, — so  far  as  said  chapter  relates  to  mutual  fire  insur- 
ance companies,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  this  or  some 
future  act. 

Liability  of  towns  Sect.  3.  Evcry  town  or  city  that  shall  become  an  insur- 
ance company,  as  provided  in  the.  first  section  of  this  act, 
shall  be  held  liable,  in  their  corporate  capacity  as  a  town  or 
city,  for  all  the  excess  of  losses  by  fire  in  any  one  year — on 
property  insured  in  such  company — over  and  above  the  avail- 
able resources  of  the  company  for  that  year,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  such  resources,  and  also  not  exceeding  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  the  last  pre- 
vious annual  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  such  town  or 
city. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Action  of  Dower.  Chap.  438 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  In  all  actions  of  dower  hereafter  commenced,  a  Demand  in  writ- 
demand  of  dower,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  dowager  or  by  dower. 
her  agent  or  attorney,  containing  a  general  description  of 
the  premises  in  wliich  the  dower  is  claimed,  and  given  to  the 
tenant  of  the  freehold,  or  left  at  his  last  and  usual  place  of 
abode,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  sufficient  demand 
of  dower. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  secure  a  Decennial  Census.  ChciJ).  439 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represejita- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect,  1.     A  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  city  and  i^/.cenniai  census 

•'of  inhabitants. 

town  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  shall  be  taken 
between  the  first  day  of  June  and  the  first  day  of  October, 
as  to  existing  facts  on  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  also  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  in  each  tenth  year 
thereafter. 

Sect.  2.     This  enumeration  shall  distin2;uish  the  males  census  to  denote 

■^  age,  color,  etc. 

and  the  females,  and  the  color  of  each ;  the  natives  and  the 
foreigners,  and  of  the  latter  the  country  in  which  they  were 
born ;  and  it  shall  determine  the  ages  of  the  population 
within  decennial  periods. 

Sect.  3.     This  enumeration  shall  be  made  by  and  under  Enumeration  to 

.'be  made  by  sworn 

the  authority  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  respective  "«<="'8- 
cities,  and  the  selectmen  of  the  respective  towns,  and  shall 
be  made  by  sworn  agents,  as  containing  all  the  facts  above 
specified,  in  respect  to  the  several  cities  and  towns,  and 
shall  be  returned  in^o  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  in  each  tenth  year  there- 
after.    And  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  trans- f^^^tary  of  state 

J  to    transmit  pio- 

mit  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  and  the  selectmen  aforesaid,  p"^''^""^^- 
printed  blanks  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  returns.      {Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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Chap.  440  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitlpd  "  An  Act  establishing  the  Salaries 

of  certain  Public  Officers." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  second  section  of  chapter  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  is  so  far  amended  that  the  annual 
salaries  to  be  paid  to  the  assistant  clerks  therein  named 
shall  not  exceed  eleven  hundred  dollars. 
When  to  take  ef  Sect.  2.  The  salarics,  aforesaid,  shall  be  computed  and 
paid  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  last.  {^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


Salaries  estab 
lisiied. 


Chcip.  441  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Company  to  alter  the 
construction  of  a  Bridge  and  the  location  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Location  altered.  Sect.  1 .  The  Bostou  and  Lowcll  Eailroad  Corporation 
are  hereby  authorized  to  construct  the  brid,o;e  which  is  au- 
thorized by  the  first  section  of  the  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
seventh  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  between  the  channel  of  Charles 
River  and  the  Boston  shore,  in  a  manner  not  parallel  with 
the  bridge  of  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  and  to  make 
such  alterations  and  curves  in  said  bridge,  between  said 
points,  as  may  be  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing the  branch  railroad  authorized  by  the  provisions  of  the 
act  aforesaid. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corpora- 
tion are  also  authorized  to  locate  their  said  branch  railroad, 
authorized  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  second  section  thereof, 
at  any  time  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  this  act,  and  thereby  to  waive  any  other  location  of  said 
branch  railroad  which  they  may  have  heretofore  filed :  pro- 
vided,  that  if  said  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation 
shall  file  a  new  location  of  their  said  branch  railroad  as  is 
provided  in  this  section,  it  shall  not  be  filed  as  to  any  point 
south  of  Causeway  Street,  in  Boston,  and  said  filing  of  said 
new  location  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  waiver  of 
their  right  to  have  their  branch  railroad  pass  to  any  point 
southerly  of  said  Causeway  Street :  provided,  the  said  Bos- 
ton and  Lowell  Railroad  Company  shall  be  subject  to  the 


Location  of 
branch  railroad 


Subject  to  gen 
eral  laws. 
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general  statutes  which  relate  to  railroad  corporations,  which 
have  been,  or  may  be  hereafter,  passed  relating  to  such  cor- 
porations. 

Sect.  3.      All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  J^^^^Jfi^*^"*  *'='' 
the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  establish  a  State  Reform  School  for  Girls.  Chap.  442 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-  ' 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follotvs  :     ' 

Sect.  1.  There  shall  be  established,  on  land  conveyed  to  Reform  school  for 
the  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose,  a  school  for  the  instruc- 
tion, employment  and  reformation,  of  exposed,  helpless,  evil 
disposed  and  vicious  girls,  to  be  called  the  State  Reform 
School  for  Girls ;  and  the  government  of  said  school  shall 
be  vested  in  a  board  of  seven  trustees,  to  be  appointed  and  ^o^^^^^r^uy^^g^p- 
commissioned  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council. 

Sect.  2.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  of  trustees  Duties  of  trustees. 
to  take  charge  of  the  general  interests  of  the  institution  ; 
to  see  that  its  affairs  ar3  conducted  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  legislature,  and  of  such  by-laws  as  the 
board  may,  from  time  to  time,  adopt  for  the  orderly  and 
economical  management  of  its  concerns ;  to  see  that  strict 
discipline  is  maintained  therein;  to  provide  employment  for 
the  inmates,  and  bind  them  out,  discharge  or  remand  them, 
•as  is  hereinafter  provided;  to  appoint  a  superintendent  and  fu''pPrlm^nd"cn°! 
chaplain,  and  such  matrons,  assistants,  teachers  and  other  ciapiam,  etc.  ' 
of&cers  as,  in  their  judgment,  the  wants  of  the  institution 
may  require ;  to  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  superintendent 
and  other  officers ;  to  exercise  a  vigilant  supervision  over 
the  institution,  its  ofificers  and  inmates;  to  remove  such  offi- 
cers at  pleasure,  and  appoint  others  in  their  stead ;  and  to  saurie*. 
determine  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the  officers  respectively, 
subject,  in  all  cases,  to  the  approval  of  the  governor  and 
council. 

The  trustees  shall  also  prepare  and  submit  to  the  inspec-  By-iaws. 
tion  of  the  governor  and  council,  a  code  of  by-laws,  which 
shall  not  be  valid  until  sanctioned  by  them.  The  by-laws 
may  subsequently  be  enlarged  or  amended  by  the  consent  of 
live  members  of  the  board  of  trustees,  at  any  legal  meeting 
of  said  board,  and  not  otherwise  ;  but  no  alteration  shall  be 

44 
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valid  until  it  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  governor  and 
council. 
Governor  to  make  Sect.  3.  As  soou  as  the  govcmor  shall  have  been  noti- 
wnen  ready  for  fiod  bj  thc  commissioncrs  appointed  under  certain  resolves 
"  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  buildings 
thereon  for  a  State  Reform  School  for  Girls,"  that  said  build- 
ings are  prepared  for  occupancy,  he  shall  forthwith  issue  his 
proclamation,  giving  public  notice  of  the  fact, 
m'k^x^^commit^up^-  Sect.  4.  After  proclamation  shall  have  been  made,  as 
oncompiaiut.etc.  pj.Qyi(jg^  j^  H^q  third  scctiou  of  this  act,  whenever  any  girl, 
above  the  age  of  seven  and  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
shall  be  brought,  by  any  constable,  police  officer,  or  other 
inhabitant  of  any  city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  before 
any  judge  of  probate  or  commissioner  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  act  in  the  case  by  the  eighth  section  of  this  act, 
upon  the  allegation  or  complaint  that  the  said  girl  has  com- 
mitted any  offence  known  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  other  than  such  as  may 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  life,  or  that  she  is  leading 
an  idle,  vagrant  or  vicious  life,  or  has  been  found  in  any 
street,  highway  or  public  place  within  this  Commonwealth 
in  circumstances  of  want  and  suffering,  or  of  neglect,  expo- 
sure or  abandonment,  or  of  beggary,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  judge  or  commissioner  aforesaid,  before  whom  the  said 
summonl" to'Ta^- S^^^  ^^  brought,  to  issuc  a  summous  or  order  in  writing, 
rents,  etc.-  addrcsscd  to  the  father  of  said  girl,  if  he  be  living  and  resi- 
dent within  the  town  or  city  where  the  said  girl  was  found, 
and  if  not,  then  to  her  mother,  if  she  be  living  and  so  resi- 
dent; and  if  there  be  no  father  or  mother  of  said  girl  resi- 
dent within  said  town  or  city,  then  addressed  to  the  lawTul 
guardian  of  said  girl,  if  any  there  be  resident  within  said 
town  or  city,  or  if  not,  to  the  person  with  whom,  according 
to  the  examination  of  the  girl,  and  the  testimony,  if  any, 
received  by  the  judge  or  commissioner  aforesaid,  the  said 
girl  shall  reside ;  and  if  there  be  no  person  with  whom  she 
statedly  resides,  the  judge  or  commissioner  may,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, appoint  some  suitable  person  to  act  in  her  behalf, 
requiring  him  or  her,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  appear  before 
him  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  in  said  summons  or 
order  appoint,  and  to  show  cause,  if  any  there  be,  why  the 
said  girl  shall  not  be  committed  to  the  Reform  School  for 
Girls,  established  by  this  act.  And  upon  the  appearance 
before  him  of  the  party  named  in  said  summons  or  order,  or, 
if  after  due  service  had  of  the  summons  or  order  aforesaid, 
there  shall  be  no  such  appearance,  the  judge  or  commis- 
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sioner  aforesaid,  before  whom  the  said  girl  shall  have  been 
brought,  shall,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  time  named  in  said 
summons  or  order  for  said  appearance,  proceed  to  examine 
the  said  girl,  and  the  party  appearing  in  answer  to  said  sum- 
mons or  order,  if  any  such  there  be,  and  to  take  such  testi- 
mony, in  relation  to  the  case,  as  may  be  produced  before 
him.  And  in  case  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  judge  or  commissioner  aforesaid,  by  such  examination, 
or  by  competent  testimony,  that  the  said  girl  is  a  suitable 
subject  for  the  Reform  School  for  Girls  established  by  this 
act,  and  that  her  moral  welfare  and  the  good  of  society  re- 
quire that  she  should  be  sent  to  the  said  school  for  instruc- 
tion, employment  and  reformation,  he  shall  commit  the  said 
girl  to  the  same.  And  such  commitment  shall  be  by  war- 
rant, in  substance  as  follows: — 

To  A  B,  one  of  the  constables  or  police  officers,  as  the  ^o™  of  warrant, 
case  may  be,  of  the  town  or  city  of  .     You  are  hereby 

commanded  to  take  charge  of  C  D,  a  girl  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  and  above  the  age  of  seven  years,  who  has  been 
proved  to  me,  by  competent  evidence,  to  be  a  suitable  sub- 
ject for  the  State  Reform  School  for  Girls  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  a  proper  object  for  its  care,  discipline  and 
instruction,  and  to  deliver  the  said  girl,  without  delay,  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  said  school,  or  other  person  in 
charge  thereof,  at  the  place  where  the  same  is  established. 
And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

Dated  this         day  of        ,18     ,  at         ,  in  the  county  of 
,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

But  no  variance  from  the  preceding  form  shall  be  deemed 
material,  provided  it  sufficiently  appear,  upon  the  face  of  the 
warrant,  that  the  said  girl  is  committed,  by  the  judge  or 
commissioner  aforesaid,  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  given 
to  him  by  this  act.  And,  accompanying  said  warrant,  the 
committing  judge  or  commissioner  aforesaid  shall  transmit 
to  the  superintendent  of  said  school,  by  the  hands  of  the 
officer  serving  the  same,  a  copy  of  the  substance  of  the  com- 
plaint which  was  made  against  said  girl,  and  of  the  testi- 
mony given  in  the  case. 

Sect.  5.     Any  warrant  so  made  by  any  iudare  or  commis- con^fabie.  etc.. 

-  .  ,       ,      1 ,    ,  ill  11  ''  serve  warrant 

sioner,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  executed  by  any  constable  or  an^ summons, 
policeman  of  the  town  or  city  where  the  case  was  heard,  to 
whom  it  shall  be  delivered  by  said  judge  or  commissioner, 
by  conveying  the  girl  therein  named  to  the  said  school  as  in 
said  warrant  is  directed;  and  the  said  girl  shall  be  detained 
in  the  said  school  until  she  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
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teen  years,  unless  discharged  or  removed  therefrom  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  provided.  And  any  summons  or  order 
to  appear  before  any  judge  or  commissioner,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  served  by  the  constable  or  police  officer  to  whom  it 
shall  be  delivered,  by  delivering  the  same  to  the  party  to 
whom  it  shall  be  addressed  personally,  or  by  leaving  it  with 
some  person  of  sufficient  age,  at  the  place  of  residence  or 
business  of  such  party.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
constable  or  police  officer  immediately  to  report  the  fact, 
and  the  time  and  manner  of  such  service,  to  the  judge  or 
commissioner  aforesaid. 

Second  commit-  Sect.  6.  If  any  girl  shall  be  brought  a  second  time,  or 
more  than  once,  before  any  judge  or  commissioner  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  act  in  the  case,  upon  the  allegations 
or  complaints  set  forth  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  the 
judge  or  commissioner,  before  whom  such  girl  is  brought, 
may  proceed  to  examine  the  case,  and  upon  proof  of  said 
allegations  or  complaints,  may  issue  his  warrant  for  commit- 
ting said  girl  to  the  school  aforesaid  without  having  issued 
the  summons,  or  order  in  writing,  required  to  be  given  in 
said  fourth  section. 

Appeal  allowed.  Sect.  7.  Any  girl  who  shall  be  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  said  school  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may  appeal 
from  such  order,  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same 
terms,  as  is  now  provided  in  respect  to  appeals  in  criminal 
cases.  And  the  appeal  shall  be  entered,  tried,  and  finally 
determined  in  the  court  to  which  the  same  shall  have  been 
made,  in  like  manner  as  if  it  had  been  originally  commenced 
there. 

Girls  brought  up      Sect.  8.     Whenever  any  girl,  between  the  ages  of  seven 

be  committed,  and  sixtccu  ycars,  shall  be  brought  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  justice  of  a  police  court,  or  court  of  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion, for  trial,  charged  with  any  offence  punishable  by  law, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  and 
the  said  justice  or  court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  girl, 
if  found  guilty,  would  be  a  fit  and  proper  subject  for  com- 
mitment to  said  Reform  School,  an  order  to  that  effect  shall 
be  entered  of  record  in  the  proceedings  of  said  justice  or 
court ;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  justice  or 
court,  by  a  warrant  in  due  form  of  law,  to  cause  such  girl  to 
be  brought  forthwith  before  some  judge  or  magistrate  com- 
petent to  examine  and  commit  girls  to  said  school,  and.  to 
transmit  to  said  judge  or  magistrate  the  complaint,  or  indict- 
ment and  warrant,  by  virtue  of  which  she  shall  have  been 
arrested. 
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And  the  judge  or  magistrate  aforesaid  shall  thereupon 
have  the  same  jurisdiction,  and  the  same  proceedings,  judg- 
ment or  order,  shall  be  had  and  made  in  the  premises,  as  if 
said  girl  had  been  brought  before  him  upon  an  original  com- 
plaint or  application,  as  provided  in  this  act. 

Sect.  9.     The  several  iuda-es  of  probate  within  this  Com- Jut^g"  of  probate 

1  ,  *'-—  .-^,.  -  .  to  hoarand  (icter- 

monwealth  are  hereby  authorized  ana  directed  to  examine,  mine  applications 
hear  and  determine,  in  the  manner  and  form  hereinbefore 
set  forth,  any  application  that  may  be  made  to  them,  within 
their  several  counties,  for  the  commitment  of  any  girl,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  seven  and  sixteen  years,  to  the  school  of 
reformation,  established  by  this  act.     And  upon  request  commissioners  to 

,  .  n  1  T  T        •  be  appomted. 

made  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  any  boara  ot  se- 
lectmen, overseers  of  the  poor,  or  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
any  town  or  city  in  this  Commonwealth,  it  shall  be  his  duty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  ap- 
point and  commission,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of 
the  peace  are  now  appointed  and  commissioned,  one  or 
more  discreet  and  suitable  persons,  as  he  may  deem  to  be 
best,  among  the  citizens  of  said  town  or  city,  to  examine, 
hear  and  determine,  any  application  which  may  be  made  to 
him  or  .them,  within  the  towa  or  city  which  he  or  they  in- 
habit, for  the  commitment  to  said  school  of  any  girl  be- 
tween the  ages  aforesaid.  And  the  several  commissioners, 
so  appointed,  when  duly  qualified,  are  hereby  fully  empow- 
ered and  required  to  examine,  hear  and  determine,  all 
applications  which  may  be  made  to  them  as  aforesaid,  until 
their  death,  removal,  or  resignation,  or  the  term  of  time 
named  in  the  commissions  respectively  held  by  them  shall 
have  fully  expired. 

Sect.  lO.  All  judges  of  probate  and  commissioners,  ap-  *'«?«• 
pointed  under  this  act,  shall  receive  such  fees*  and  com- 
pensation for  their  services,  in  hearing  and  determining 
the  cases  brought  before  them,  as  by  law  are  allowed  to 
justices  of  the  peace ;  and  all  officers  serving  process  under 
this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  as  by  law  they 
are  entitled  to  for  serving  process  under  criminal  pro- 
ceedings. 

Sect.  11.     Any  girl  duly  committed  to  said  school  shall  <^'';l?  «"  remain 

•'     ~  .;  until  18  years  ot 

there   be   kept,  disciplined,  instructed,  employed  and  gov- as^e,  unless. etc. 
erned,  under  the  dir-ection  of  said  board  of  trustees,  until 
she  be  either  reformed  and  discharged,  or  shall  be  bound 
out  by  said  trustees,  according  to  their  by-laws,  or  shall 
have  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
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Trustees  may  dis-  Sect.  12.  The  trustecs  of  said  school  shall  have  power, 
and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  discharge  and  return  to  her 
parents,  guardian  or  protector,  any  girl  whom  they  deem  to 
be  an  improper  subject  for  their  care  and  management,  or 
who  shall  be  found  to  be  incorrigible,  or  whose  continuance 
in  the  school  they  deem  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  management 
and  discipline  thereof,  or  who,  in  their  judgment,  ought,  for 
any  cause,  to  be  removed  from  said  school.  And  in  every  such 
case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  trustees,  to  make  an  entry 
upon  their  records  of  the  name  of  the  girl  discharged,  of 
the  party  to  whom  she  was  returned,  and  of  the  date  when 
she  left  the  school,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  reasons 
for  said  discharge — a  copy  of  which  record,  signed  by  their 
secretary,  they  shall,  without  unnecessary  delay,  transmit  to 
the  judge  or  magistrate  by  whom  the  said  girl  was  commit- 
ted to  said  school. 

comtnitments  to      Sect.  13.     All  commitmcnts  to  this  institution,  of  girls,  of 

of  age.  whatever  age,  when  committed,  shall  be  until  they  shall  have 

arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  unless  sooner  discharged 
or  bound  out  by  order  of  the  trustees,  as  herein  is  provided, 
or  in  due  course  of  law. 

Trustees   way        Sect.  14.     Thc  trustccs  of  Said  school  shall  have  power 

pre'nticcs.  .  to  bind  out  all  girls  committed  to  their  charge,  for  any  term 
of  time,  until  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  as  apprentices  or  servants,  to  any  inhabitants  of  this 
Commonwealth.  And  the  said  trustees,  and  master  or  mis- 
tress, apprentice  or  servant,  shall  respectively  have  all  the 
rights  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  set 
forth  in  the  eightieth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  said  binding  or  apprenticing  were  made 
by  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Indentures  not  to  Sect.  15.  No  pcrson  rccciving  an  apprentice  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  at  liberty  to  assign  or  transfer 
the  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  or  to  let  out  or  hire,  for  any 
period,  the  services  of  such  apprentice,  without  the  consent. 

How  cancelled,  in  Writing,  of  the  trustees  of  said  school.  And  in  case  the 
master  of  such  apprentice  shall  be  dissatisfied  with  her 
conduct  or  behavior,  or,  for  any  other  cause,  may  desire  to 
be  relieved  from  said  contract,  upon  application,  the  said 
trustees  may,  in  their  discretion,  cancel  the  said  indenture  of 
apprenticeship,  and  resume  the  charge  and  mianagement  of 
the  girl  so  apprenticed,  and  shall  have  the  same  power  and 
authority  in  regard  to  her  as  before  said  indenture  was 
made. 
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Sect.  16.  If  any  master  shall  be  guilty  of  any  cruelty,  i"  case  of  cruei- 
misusage,  refusal  or  neglect  to  furnish  necessary  provisions  "layi^e  dtscharg- 
or  clothing,  or  any  other  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  inden- 
ture or  contract,  toward  any  girl  so  bound  to  service,  such 
girl  may  make  complaint  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  said 
school,  or  to  any  judge  or  commissioner  having  power  under 
this  act  to  commit  girls  to  said  school,  who  shall  thereupon 
summon  the  parties  before  him,  and  examine  into,  hear  and 
determine,  said  complaint;  and  if,  upon  said  examination, 
the  said  complaint  shall  appear  to  be  well  founded,  he  shall, 
by  certificate  under  his  hand,  discharge  such  girl  from  all 
obligations  of  future  service,  and  restore  her  to  said  school, 
to  be  nianaged  and  taken  care  of  in  the  same  manner  and 
with  like  powers  as  before  her  indenture. 

Sect.  1 7.  Upon  the  death  of  any  master  to  whom  any  girl  denlure in"ca/p "r 
may  have  been  bound  to  service,  under  the  provisions  of  this  "^^^^^  "^  '"*'^*''- 
act,  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  master  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  child  so  bound  to  service,  signified 
in  a  writing  acknowledged  and  approved  by  the  trustees  of 
said  school,  assign  the  indenture  or  contract  of  such  service 
to  some  other  person;  which  assignment  shall  transfer  to, 
and  vest  in,  such  assignee,  all  the  rights  of  the  original  mas- 
ter, and  also  make  him  subject  to  all  his  obligations. 

Sect.  18.     The  trustees  of  said  school  shall  be  the  o-uar- trustees  to  act  as 

T  f  '11  iiiTrt  guardiafts,  etc. 

dians  or  every  girl  bound  or  held  for  service  by  virtue  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  They  shall  take 
care  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  be  faithfully  fulfilled,  and 
that  such  girl  be  properly  treated ;  and  it  is  hereby  made 
their  special  duty  to  inquire  into  the  treatment  of  every 
such  girl,  and  redress  any  grievance,  in  manner  prescribed 
by  law. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  master  or  his  assisinee,  to  faster  to  report 

.'  o  '         every  SIX  months. 

whom  any  such  girl  shall  be  bound  to  service,-and  he  shall, 
by  the  terms  of  the  indenture,  be  required,  as  often  as  once 
in  every  six  months,  to  report,  to  the  trustees  of  said  school, 
the  conduct  and  behavior  of  the  said  apprentice  so  bound  to 
service,  and  whether  she  is  still  living  under  the  care  of  the 
said  master  or  assignee;  and  if  not,  where  else  she  may  be. 

Sect.  19.  The  said  trustees  shall  cause  the  girls  under  i';'^«truct!on  of  in- 
their  charge  to  be  instructed  in  piety  and  morality,  and  in 
such  branches  of  useful  knowledge  as  shall  be  adapted  to 
their  age  and  capacity ;  they  shall  also  be  instructed  in  some 
regular  course  of  labor,  either  mechanical,  manufacturing,  or 
horticultural,  or  a  combination  of  these,  and  especially  in 
such  domestic  and  household  labor  and  duties  as  shall  be 


mates. 
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best  suited  to  their  age  and  strength,  disposition  and  capac- 
ity ;  also  in  such  other  arts,  trades  and  employments  as  may 
seem  to  the  trustees  best  adapted  to  secure  their  reforma- 
tion, amendment,  and  future  benefit.  And  in  binding  out 
the  inmates,  the  trustees  shall  have  scrupulous  regard  to  the 
religious  and  moral  character  of  those  to  whom  it  is  pro- 
posed to  bind  them,  to  the  end  that  they  may  secure  to  the 
girls  the  benefits  of  a  good  example  and  wholesome  instruc- 
tion, and  the  best  means  of  improvement  in  virtue  and 
knowledge,  and  thus  the  opportunity  of  becoming  intelli- 
gent, moral,  useful  and  happy  women. 
Krten't'Td  Sect.  20.  The  superintendent,  with  such  subordinate  of- 
oiher  officers,  figers  as  the  trustees  shall  appoint,  shall  have  the. general 
charge  and  custody  of  the  girls.  He  shall  himself  be  a  con- 
stant resident  at  the  school,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
trustees,  shall  discipline,  govern,  instruct  and  employ,  and 
use  his  best  endeavors  to  reform  the  inmates,  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall,  while  preserving  their  health  and  promoting 
the  proper  development  of  their  physical  system,  secure  the 
formation,  as  far  as  possible,  of  moral,  religious  and  indus- 
trious habits,  and  regular,  thorough  progress  and  improve- 
ment in  their  studies,  trades  and  various  employments. 
ppTintenden"/ '"'  Sect.  21.  Thc  Superintendent  shall  have  charge  of  the 
lands,  buildings,  furniture,  tools,  implements,  stock  and  pro- 
visions, and  every  other  species  of  property  pertaining  to 
the  school  within  the  precincts  thereof.  He  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  a  bond  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, with  sureties  satisfactory  to  the  governor  and 
council,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  that 
he  shall  faithfully  account  for  all  moneys  received  by  him  as 
superintendent,  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  him  as  such.  He  shall  keep,  in  suitable  books,  reg- 
ular and  complete  accounts  of  all  his  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures, and  of  all  property  intrusted  to  him,  showing  the 
income  and  expenses  of  the  institution.  And  he  shall  ac- 
count to  the  treasurer,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  may 
require,  for  all  moneys  received  by  him  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  farm  or  otherwise.  His  books,  and  all  accounts  and 
documents  relating  to  the  school,  shall  at  all  times  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  trustees,  who  shall,  at  least  once 
in  every  six  months,  carefully  examine  the  said  books  and 
accounts,  and  the  vouchers  and  documents  connected  there- 
with, and  make  a  record  of  the  result  of  such  examination. 
He  shall  keep  a  register,  containing  the  name  and  age  of 
each  girl,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  circumstances  con 
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nected  with  her  history  to  the  time  of  her  admission  to  the 
school;  and  he  shall  add  thereto  such  facts  as  may  come  to 
his  knowledge,  relating  to  the  history  of  said  girl  whilst  at 
the  institution,  and  after  she  shall  have  left  it. 

Sect.  22.  All  contracts  on  account  of  the  institution  superintendent 
shall  be  made  by  the  superintendent,  in  writing,  and  when  tracts  in  wmlngi 
approved  by  the  trustees,  if  their  by-laws  require  it,  shall 
be  binding  in  law ;  and  the  superintendent,  or  his  successor, 
may  sue  or  be  sued  thereon  to  final  judgment  and  execution. 
And  no  such  suit  shall  abate  by  reason  of  the  office  of  su- 
perintendent becoming  vacant  pending  such  suit,  but  any 
successor  of  the  superintendent  may  take  upon  himself  the 
prosecution  or  defence  thereof;  and  upon  motion  of  the 
adverse  party  and  notice,  he  shall  be  required  to  do  so. 

Sect.  23.  There  shall  be  a  treasurer,  to  be  appointed  Treasurer  ap- 
by  the  governor  and  council,  who  shall,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  a  bond 
to  the  Commonwealth,  with  sureties  satisfactory  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  council,  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  con- 
ditioned that  he  shall  faithfully  account  for  all  moneys  re- 
ceived by  him  as  treasurer;  which  bond,  and  also  that  of  i^ond. 
the  superintendent,  when  approved,  shall  bd*  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  treasurer  and  receiver-general. 

Sect.  24.     The   board  of  trustees  shall  be  appointed  as  t^PDf'ntment of 

i^^  trustees. 

soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  a  lot  of  land  shall  have 
been  obtained  and  conveyed  to  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 
school  established  under  this  act;  and  the  trustees  shall 
immediately  take  charge  of  said  land,  except  so  much 
thereof  as  shall  be  needed  for  the  purposes  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  erection  of  the  buildings.  When  the  gover- 
nor shall  have  made  proclamation  that  the  buildings  are 
ready  for  occupancy,  the  school  and  the  buildings  shall  be 
at  once  in  the  charge  of  the  trustees.  When  two  years  Term  of  office, 
shall  have  expired  after  the  first  appointment  of  a  board 
of  trustees,  two  trustees  shall  be  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned annually  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  governor  and  council ;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
places  of  the  two  senior  members,  as  they  stand  ar- 
ranged in  their  several  commissions,  shall  be  thereafter 
annually  vacated.  No  trustee  shall  receive  any  compensa-  compensation, 
tion  for  his  services,  but  he  shall  be  allowed  the  amount  of 
expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

Sect.  25.     One  or  more  of  the  trustees  shall  visit  the  InSliamMne 
school  at  least  once  in  every  two  weeks ;  at  which  time  the  ^'=*'"*"- 

45 
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girls  shall  be  examined  in  the  school-rooms  and  workshops, 
and  the  register  shall  be  inspected.  A  record  shall  be  reg- 
ularly kept  of  these  visits,  in  the  books  of  the  superintend- 
ent. Once  in  every  three  months,  the  school,  in  all  its  de- 
partments, shall  be  thoroughly  examined  by  a  majority  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  and  a  report  made,  showing  the  results 
of  these  examinations. 
Beport  to legisia-  Annually,  in  the  month  of  December,  an  abstract  of  these 
quarterly  reports  shall  be  prepared,  which,  together  with  a 
full  report  by  the  superintendent,  shall  be  laid  before  the 
governor  and  council,  for  the  information  of  the  legislature. 
The  treasurer  shall  also  submit,  at  the  same  time,  a  finan- 
cial statement,  furnishing  an  accurate  detailed  account  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  terminating  on 
the  last  day  of  the  month  of  November  next  preceding. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  443  An  Act  to  establish  the  Municipal  Court  in  the  City  of  Lowell. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Court  established      Sect.  1.    ^There   shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  established  in 

with  two  justices.  '  *^  .    .       , 

the  city  of  Lowell,  a  court,  to  be  called  the  municipal  court 
of  the  city  of  Lowell;  and  there  shall  be  appointed,  commis- 
sioned and  qualified,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution, two  suitable  persons,  learned  in  the  law,  to  be 
justices  of  said  court,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  as  chief  justice,  and  the  other  as  associate 
justice,  of  said  court. 

cierk.'"*"^°*  °f  Sect.  2.  There  shall  be  a  clerk  of  said  municipal  court, 
who   shall  be  appointed  by  justices  thereof,  and  shall  be 

To  be  sworn  and  swom  by  oue  of  the  justices  of  said  court,  and  give  bond  to 
the  city  of  Lowell,  to  be  approved  by  the  city  council  of  said 
city,  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  his  duties.  And  said  clerk  shall  hold  his  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  said  justices,  shall  attend  all  sessions 
of  said  court,  whether  for  the  transaction  of  civil  or  criminal 
business,  keep  a  true  record  of  all  the  doings  of  the  court; 
and  said  justices  may  also,  with  the  consent  of  the  city 
council  of  the  city  of  Lowell,  appoint  one  or  more  assistant 
clerks  of  said  court,  who  shall  be  qualified  and  give  bonds 
in  the  same  manner,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  the  same 
powers  as  the  clerk  of  said  court,  and  who  shall  also  hold 
their  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  justices  of  said 
court. 
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Sect.  3.  Said  municipal  court  shall  have  and  exercise  Jurisdiction, 
original  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  crimes  and  oifences 
committed  within  tlie  city  of  Lowell  whereof  the  police  court 
of  Lowell  now  has  jurisdiction,  and  concurrent  jurisdiction 
with  justices  of  the  peace,  of  all  crimes  and  offences  commit- 
ted in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Sect.  4.  Said  municipal  court  shall  also  have  and  exer- same  subject 
cise  original  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  civil  actions 
whereof  the  police  court  of  Lowell  now  has  original  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  jurisdiction  concurrent  with  the 
court  of  common  pleas  and  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlesex,  of  all  civil  actions  brought  in  said  county : 
provided,  however,  that  if  any  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  Proviso, 
not  living  within  ten  miles  of  the  city  of  Lowell,  shall  be  the 
defendant  in  any  civil  action,  returnable  into  said  municipal 
court,  wherein  the  damages  claimed  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  he  may,  at  the  time  when  by  law  he  is 
holden  to  appear,  file  a  motion,  that  such  action  may  be  re- 
moved to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  also  file  an  affidavit 
that  he  verily  believes  he  has  a  substantial  defence  to  such 
action  on  its  merits,  and  that  such  motion  is  not  made  for 
the  purpose  of  delay ;  and  thereupon  the  court  shall  order 
that  said  action  be  removed  to  the  court  of  common  pleas. 
And  whenever  such  order  shall  be  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  plaintiff  in  such  action  to  enter  the  same  at  the  term 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  holden  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex  next  after  such  order  of  removal  shall 
be  made ;  and  the  said  court  of  common  pleas  shall  have 
power  to  try  and  determine  such  action  in  like  manner  as  if 
the  same  had  been  originally  commenced  therein. 

Sect.  5.  There  shall  be  a  session  of  said  municipal  court  fo*'"eh?id7  °"*° 
holden  by  the  chief  justice  thereof,  or,  in  his  absence,  sick- 
ness or  inability,  by  the  associate  justice,  on  every  day, 
Sundays  excepted,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the 
trial  and  examination  of  criminal  cases,  and  on  every  Mon- 
day, at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  by  adjournment  as 
much  oftener  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  entry  and  trial  of 
civil  actions,  hearing  of  motions,  and  such  other  civil  busi- 
ness as  may  come  before  it.  There  shall  also  be  a  session 
of  said  court,  holden  by  one  of  the  justices  thereof,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  every  month,  for  the  trial  of  civil  and  crimi- 
nal cases  before  juries,  as  hereinafter  provided ;  and  said 
court,  when  sitting  for  the  trial  of  cases  before  juries,  shall 
have  and   exercise  the  same  powers  that  are  or  may  bo 
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exercised  by  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  any  justice 
thereof. 

Court,  -where  to  Sect.  6.  All  scssious  of  said  municipal  court  shall  be 
holden  in  the  city  of  Lowell,  and  the  city  of  Lowell  shall 
provide  suitable  accommodations  therefor. 

Sheriff  or  depu-  Sect.  7.  The  shcriflf  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  or  one 
or  more  of  his  deputies,  shall  attend  all  sessions  of  said 
municipal  court  for  jury  trials,  and  shall  receive  the  same 
compensation  therefor  which  they  now  receive  for  attend- 
ance upon  the  court  of  common  pleas,  to  be  paid  by  the 
county  of  Middlesex. 

Jurors.  Sect.  8.     The  jurors  of  said   municipal  court  shall  be 

drawn,  summoned  and  returned  from  the  different  towns  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
ninety-fifth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes;  and  writs  of 
venire  facias  shall  be  issued  for  that  purpose  by  the  clerk 
of  said  court,  returnable  at  the  monthly  sessions  of  said 
court  held  in  January,  April,  July  and  October,  in  each  year ; 
and  each  of  the  jurors  so  returned  at  each  of  these  four  ses- 
sions, respectively,  shall  also  serve  at  the  two  next  succeed- 

compensation.  jng  monthly  sessions  ;  and  said  jurors  shall  receive  the  same 
compensation  now  allowed  to  jurors  for  attending  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Duration  of  terms  Sect.  9.  Each  of  the  monthly  sessions  of  said  municipal 
court  may  be  continued  and  held  until,  and  including,  the 
Saturday  next  preceding  the  Monday  on  which  the  next 
succeeding  monthly  session  shall  commence.  And  if  any 
case  should  be  on  trial  at  the  end  of  any  session,  such  trial 
may  be  continued  and  finished  during  the  next  succeeding 
term,  and  the  jurors  sitting  in  such  case  may  be  required  by 
the  presiding  justice  to  serve  until  the  same  is  finished. 

opInViS  Sect.  10.     The  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  municipal  court 

shall  be  open  on  every  day,  Sundays  excepted,  during  rea- 
sonable hours,  to  be  fixed  by  the  justices  of  said  court. 

^arrants  return-  Sect.  11.  All  Criminal  prosccutious  bcforc  said  court, 
shall  be  commenced  by  complaint,  made  before  a  justice  of 
said  court  or  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county;  and 
all  warrants  returnable  before  said  court,  shall  be  issued  by 
a  justice  of  said  court,  or  some  justice  of  the  peace ;  and  all 
warrants  issued  by  said  justices  as  aforesaid,  or  by  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  the  city  of  Lowell,  in  criminal  cases, 
and  also  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, for  offences  committed  in  the  city  of  Lowell,  shall  be 
made  returnable  and  be  returned  into  said  municipal  court ; 
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and  no  fees  shall  be  allowed  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  for 
any  warrant  returnable  before  said  court. 

Sect.  12.     There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  any  judgment  Appeal, 
of  said  municipal  court  in  any  civil  or  criminal  case  brought 
before  said  court,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  13.  Any  person  brought  before  said  municipal  ^f,7,°"/^.„=^*J|^^^ 
court,  charged  with  a  crime  or  offence  whereof  said  court  j^^y"^;'"*^  ^'^^  ^^ 
may  take  final  jurisdiction,  may  at  any  time  before  being  put 
upon  his  trial,  demand  a  trial  by  jury ;  and  the  clerk  shall 
thereupon  make  a  record  of  that  fact ;  and  the  court  shall 
order  such  person  to  recognize,  with  sufficient  surety  or 
sureties,  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  monthly  session  of 
said  municipal  court,  and  afterwards,  from  day  to  day,  and 
term  to  term,  until  his  case  shall  be  tried  and  determined. 
And  if  such  person  shall  make  no  demand  as  aforesaid, 
his  case  shall  be  tried  and  determined  by  one  of  the  said 
justices. 

Sect.  14.     In  all  civil  actions  brought  in  said  municipal  Jftue'r''party'may 
court,  either  party  may,  on  the  return  day  therefor,  file  a  friaiby°ju?y/'"' 
motion  for  a  trial  by  jury ;  and  thereupon  said  action  shall 
be  continued  to  the  next  monthly  term  of  said  court,  when 
the  same  shall  be  in  order  for  trial  before  the  jury :  p?^o- 
vided,  however,  that  no  case   shall  be  so  continued  or  tried  Proviso, 
by  the  jury  on  the  motion  of  the  defendant,  unless  the  de- 
fendant, or  some  person  in  his  behalf,  shall,  on  or  before  the 
filing  of  such  motion,  also  file  an  affidavit  that  he  verily 
believes  that  he  has  a  good  and  substantial  defence  to  such 
action  on  its  merits,  and  that  such  motion  is  not  made  for 
the  purpose  of  delay:  and  p7^ovided,  also,  that  whenever  Provided,  also, 
there  shall  have  been  no  personal  service  of  the  writ  in 
said  action  on  the  defendant,  said  motion  and  affidavit  may 
be  filed  on  the  day  of  the  defendant's  appearance. 

Sect.  15.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  solicitor  of  city  solicitor  to 

''  .  "^  „  .  ,  attend     monthly 

said  Lowell  to  attend  the  monthly  sessions  of  said  mum- sessions  of  coun. 
cipal  court,  and  try  all  causes  pending  therein,  wherein  the 
Commonwealth  is  a  party,  and  shall  be  paid  therefor  by  said 
city. 

Sect.  16.  Any  civil  or  criminal  cause,  pending  in  said  ^em*ved"to^s.j! 
municipal  court,  may  be  removed  to  the  supreme  judicial  <^°"*" 
court,  upon  affidavit,  or  by  exceptions  to  any  ruling  or  de- 
cision of  the  presiding  justice  upon  any  question  of  law,  or 
by  appeal  from  the  decision  of  said  court  upon  any  agreed 
statement  of  facts,  in  the  same  manner  as  actions  may  now 
be  removed  from  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  said  county  ; 
and  the  proceedings  thereon  shall  be  the  same  as  is  now 
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provided  by  law  in  cases  removed  from  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  except  that,  whenever  a  new  trial  shall  be  ordered  by 
the  supreme  judicial  court  in  any  case  so  removed  upon  ex- 
ceptions, such  new  trial  shall  be  had  in  said  municipal  court. 
Two  sessions  nf      Sect.  17.     Two  scsslons  of  sald  municipal  court  may  be 
atsametime.      holdcu  by  the  justiccs  thcrcof  at  diiferent  places  at  the 
same  time,  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  justice  it 
shall  bo  necessary  for  the  proper  despatch  of  business. 
Clerk  to  aiijourn      Sect.  18.     lu  casc  of  tho  abscucc  of  both  of  said  justices, 

court  in  absence    ...  ,  /»•!  •    •       ^  ,  •  ^  ,•  i 

of  justices.  during  any  terra  of  said  municipal  court,  said  court  may  be 
adjourned  by  the  clerk,  from  day  to  day,  until  one  of  said 
justices  shall  be  present. 

jnstices  not  to       Sect.  19.     Neither  of  the  justices  of  said  municipal  court 

act  as  counsel.         in.  ,  •  ,  i    •  i  •  • 

shall,  at  any  time,  act  as  counsel  in  any  cause  pending  in  or 
removed  from  said  court. 

Avrits.   etc..  to      Sect.  20.     The  justices   of   said  municipal   court  shall 

juistice.  establish  a  seal  for  said  court ;  and  all  writs  and  processes, 

issuing  from  the  said  court,  shall  be  under  the  seal  of  the 
court,  bear  teste  of  the  chief  justice,  and  be  signed  by  the 
clerk  thereof,  and  may  run  into  any  county,  and  shall  be 
obeyed  and  executed  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

STvice  of  writs,  Sect.  21.  All  writs,  cxccutions  and  processes,  in  civil 
actions,  issuing  from  or  returnable  into  said  municipal 
court,  shall  be  served  and  executed  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  now  or  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  law  for  the  service 
and  execution  of  like  writs,  executions  and  processes,  issu- 
ing or  returnable  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  except  as 
herein  otherwise  provided. 

m!u3  e"tc  *'^""'  Sect.  22.  Whenever  the  damages  demanded  in  any  writ, 
issued  from  or  returnable  into  said  municipal  court,  shall 
exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  real  estate  as  well  as 
personal  property  may  be  attached  thereon;  and  any  exe- 
cution issued  from  said  court  upon  any  judgment  for  a  sum 
exceeding  twenty  dollars,  may  be  levied  upon  the  real 
estate  as  well  as  the  personal  property  of  the  judgment 
debtor,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  effect,  as  exe- 
cutions issued  from  the  court  of  common  pleas. 

Return  of  writs      Sect.  23.     Orit2;inal   writs,    issuing   from  or   returnable 

and  executions.      .  .    .       ,  i     n     i 

into  said  municipal  court,  shall  be  served  not  more  than 
sixty  nor  less  than  seven  days,  before  the  day  on  which 
they  are  returnable.  All  executions  issuing  from  said  court 
shall  be  made  returnable  within  sixty  days  from  the  date 
thereof. 
Court  to  issue  aa     Sect.  24.     Said  municipal  court  shall  issue  all  writs,  exe- 

•wnts,  etc.  .  r^  ' 

cutions  and  processes  that  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
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carry  into  effect  the  powers  granted  to  said  court.  And 
■when  no  form  for  any  such  writ  or  process  is  prescribed  by 
statute,  the  court  shall  frame  one  in  conformity  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  and  the  usual  course  of  proceedings  in  the 
courts  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  25.      Said  justices  shall  have  power  to  make  and  Justices  to  estab- 

,,.,        ,,         ,  »'  ,.         .  .,  ..       ^  .        i-i    li^h  rules  of  prac- 

establish  all  rules  for  practice  in  said  municipal  court  which  "ce. 
they  shall  deem  expedient,  provided  the  same  be  not  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  26.    The  clerk  of  said  municipal  court  shall  receive,  cicrk-sfees. 
in  all  civil  and  criminal  cases  brought  before  said  court,  and 
for  all  writs,  processes  and  copies,  the  same  fees  that  are 
now  allowed  by  law  to  justices  of  the  peace  in  like  cases. 

Sect.  27.     The  prevailing  party  in  any  civil  action,  in  said  costs. 
municipal  court,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  costs 
as  are  now  allowed  by  law  in  cases  brought  before  justices 
of  the  peace,  to  be  taxed  by  the  clerk  of  said  municipal 
court. 

Sect.  28.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crimi-  Fines, forfeitures, 

.   '  .  1    •  etc..     how     ac- 

nal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  received  by,  or  paid  into  the  <-"untedfor. 
hands  of,  the  clerk  of  said  municipal  court,  shall  be  by  him 
accounted  for  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are  by  law  pre- 
scribed in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace.  All  costs  in 
such  prosecutions  not  thus  received  shall  be  made  up,  taxed 
and  certified  by  the  clerk  of  said  municipal  court,  and  al- 
lowed and  paid  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  in  cases 
of  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  29.     The  justices  of  said  court  shall  receive  annual  saiaiy  of  justices, 
salaries,  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the  city  council  of  said 
Lowell,  and  paid  to  them  in  equal  quarterly  payments  out  of 
the  treasury  of  said  city  of  Lowell,  and  shall  be  in  full  for 
all  their  services. 

Sect.  30.     The  clerk  of  said  municipal  court  shall  receive  salary  of  cicrk 

i  aud  assistants. 

an  annual  salary,  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the  city  council  ot 
said  Lowell,  to  be  paid  to  him  in  equal  quarterly  payments 
out  of  the  treasury  of  said  city,  and  shall  be  in  full  compen- 
sation for  all  acts  and  services  done  and  rendered  by  him  in 
his  official  capacity.  And  the  assistant  clerks  of  said  court, 
when  appointed,  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the  city 
council  of  said  city  shall  determine. 

Sect.  31.     The  clerk  of  said  court  shall,  twice  in  eveiy  cjerk  to^a«-ount 
year,  to  wit,  on  the  first  day  of  June  and  on  the  first  day  of  f"' tees,  etc. 
December,  account  for  and  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  said 


852 
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Tower  of  court. 


Court  may  order 
new  triais,  etc. 


Jurisdiction  not 
limited. 


city,  all  fees,  of  every  description,  received  by  him  in  the 
course  of  his  official  duties. 

Sect.  32.  Said  court  shall  have  all  the  powers  which  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  conferred  by  law  upon  justices  of 
the  peace  in  said  county  or  the  police  court  of  Lowell. 

Sect.  33.  Said  court  may,  at  any  time  before  judgment 
in  any  civil  action,  set  aside  the  verdict  and  order  a  new 
trial,  for  any  cause  for  which  by  law  a  new  trial  may  or  ou2i;ht 
to  be  granted.  And  said  court  may  also,  concurrently  with 
the  supreme  judicial  court,  grant  reviews  of  judgments  ren- 
dered in  said  municipal  court  in  all  cases  in  which  a  review 
might  be  granted  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  if  the  judg- 
ment had  been  rendered  in  that  court.  And  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  petition  for  such  review  and  upon  the  trial 
thereof,  if  granted,  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  prescribed  in  the  like  case,  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas. 

Sect.  34.  The  jurisdiction  of  said  municipal  court  shall 
not  be  limited  or  affected  by  reason  of  any  interest  on  the 
part  of  the  justices  thereof,  or  either  of  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  city  of  Lowell  being  a  party  to,  or  in  any  way 
interested  in,  any  action,  prosecution  or  proceeding  brought 
or  pending  therein. 

Sect.  35.  In  case  of  the  sickness,  absence  or  inability  of 
the  clerk  of  said  municipal  court,  either  of  the  justices  may 
appoint  a  clerk  joro  tempore,  who  shall  be  sworn  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  clerk  of  said  court,  and  shall,  for  the  time 
being,  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  ot  said  clerk,  and 
shall  receive  such  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services 
as  the  court  shall  allow,  to  be  paid  by  said  clerk  out  of  his 
salary. 

Sect.  36.  All  witnesses  required  to  attend  said  court,  or 
before  the  clerk  thereof,  as  provided  in  the  tenth  section, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  fees,  to  be  paid  in  the 
same  manner,  now  provided  by  law  for  witnesses  attending 
before  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  37.     All  the  charges  and  expenses  attending  the 

sessions  of  said  municipal  court  and  the  transaction  of  its 

business,  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  shall  be  paid  by 

the  city  of  Lowell. 

Police  court  aboi-      Sect.  38.     The  policc  court  of  Lowell  shall  be,  and  the 

islied.  ^ 

same  hereby  is,  abolished ;  and  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  m- 
consistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed.  But  this  act  shall 
not  affect  any  case,  prosecution  or  proceeding  pending  in  or 


Cleri,  pro  tern. 


Witness  fees. 


Lowell  to  pay  ex- 
penses. 
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returnable  before  the  said  police  court  that  shall  be  com- 
menced before  this  act  shall  take  effect;  but  said  police 
court  shall  have  the  same  jurisdiction,  power  and  authority, 
in  respect  to  the  same,  as  it  would  have  had  if  this  act  had 
not  passed. 

Sect.  39.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  standing  justice  of  roiice  records  to 

*^  '~-^   *^  be    delivered    to 

the  Lowell  police  court  to  return  and  deliver  to  the  clerk  cierk  of  munici- 

.  .  .       .  1         .  P^  court. 

of  said  municipal  court,  within  a  reasonable  time  after  this 
act  shall  go  into  effect,  all  the  original  records  of  said  police 
court,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases ;  and  the  same  shall 
thereupon  be  and  remain  in  the  keeping  and  custody  of  the 
clerk  of  said  municipal  court;  and  copies  thereof,  duly  cer- 
tified by  said  clerk,  shall  in  all  cases  be  entitled  to  and 
receive  the  same  credit  and  effect  as  if  certified  by  the  jus- 
tice or  clerk  of  said  police  court. 

Sect.  40.  This  act  shall  not  take  effect  unless  the  same  Act  roid,  unless 
be  accepted  by  the  legal  voters  of  said  city  of  Lowell,  at  ^'^"^^*'*'^*'^' 
meetings  to  be  held  in  the  various  wards  of  said  city,  to  be 
called  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  held  within  three 
months  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  If  so  accepted,  it 
shall  take  effect  in  one  month  after  such  acceptance,  [^p- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt  and  to  punish  Fraudulent  Debtors.  Ch(W.  444 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Imprisonment  for  debt  is  hereby  forever  abol-  imprisonment  for 

.,,.,,';  •'  debt  abolished. 

ished  in  Massachusetts. 

Sect.  2.     Wilful  and  intentional  neglect  to  apply  prop- Fraud  defined, 
erty,  not  exempt  from  attachment  on  execution,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt,  shall  be  considered  as  a  fraud,  and  shall  be 
punished  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  3.     If  the  plaintiff  in  any  suit,  or  any  person  in  his  Body  may  bear- 

*''*'*■  rested  on  PxecU" 

behalf,  after  execution  is  issued  amounting  to  twenty  dol- tio"  <>;  ®2»'  "^ 

'  .  o  •'  oath  of  plaintiff— 

lars,  exclusive  of  costs,  and  while  twenty  dollars,  exclusive 
of  costs,  remains  uncollected  thereon,  shall  make  oath,  and 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  justice  of  any  court  of  record, 
or  of  any  police  justice,  judge  of  probate,  commissioner  of 
insolvency,  or  master  in  chancery, — 

First,  That  he  believes,  and  has  reason  to  believe,  that  First,  That  de- 

,■>■,     c        -\  ^  /.i"  1  fenrlant  has  pro- 

tne  aeiendant  has  property,  not  exempt  from  being  taken  on  peny.etc. 
execution,  which  he  does  not  intend  to  apply  to  the  payment 
of  the  plaintiff's  claim;  or, — 

46 
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Second,  That  pro-      Second,  That  since  the  debt  was  contracted,  or  the  cause 

periy    has    been      «  .  ,  i  />  i 

T'e""e'!r'erc"^ '^''°' ^^  action  accrucd,  the  debtor  has  fraudulently  conveyed  or 
concealed,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  his  estate,  or  some  part 
thereof,  with  a  design  to  secure  the  same  to  his  own  use,  or 
to  defraud  his  creditors  ,*  or, — 
penv'  hl's^Wen      Third,  That  since  the  debt  was  contracted,  or  the  cause 
lost  by  gaming.    Qf  actiou  accrucd,  he  has  hazarded  and  paid  money  or  other 
property,  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  in 
some  kind  of  gaming  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  or, — 
faThas b e'en wll"      Fourthly,  That  hc  has  wilfully  expended  his  goods  and 
fuiy  expended,    estatc.  Or  somc  part  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him- 
self to  swear  that  he  has  not  any  estate  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  dollars,  except  such  as  is  exempted  from  being  taken 
on  execution ;  or, — 
Itbt'  ^7a^^*con!      Fifthly,  If  the  action  was  founded  on  contract,  that  the 
tentionn^uopay  dcbtor  Contracted  the  debt  with  an  intention  not  to  pay  the 
same,  the  plaintiff's  affidavit  shall  be  indorsed  upon  the  exe- 
cution, with  the  certificate  of  the  magistrate  that  he  is  sat- 
isfied that  there  is  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  the  charges, 
or  either  of  them,  specifying  which,  are  true, — then,  and  not 
otherwise,  the  execution  may  be  served,  by  the  arrest  of  the 
body.     If  the  execution  be  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
the  affidavit  may  be  made  before  him,  and  the  certificate 
granted  by  him,  and  the  form  of  execution  shall  be  the  same 
as  now. 
?rrS?^'to'^be      Sect.  4.     Thc  defendant,  when  arrested,  shall  be  carried 
magiscratf"'^^  "  bcforc  somc  ouc  of  thc  magistrates  mentioned  in   section 
three,  or,  if  none  such  can  be  conveniently  found,  before  some 
justice  of  the  peace  and  of  the  quorum,  who  shall,  if  the  de- 
freduor^''^*"  ^°  fcudaut  dcsircs  it,  give  notice  to  the  creditor,  his  agent  or 
attorney,  that  the  defendant  desires  to  take  the  oath  for  the 
relief  of  poor  debtors ;  and  such  notice  shall  be  served  upon 
said  plaintiff,  agent  or  attorney,  by  giving  him  an  attested 
copy  thereof,  or  by  leaving  such  copy  at  his  usual  place  of 
abode,  allowing  not  less  than  one  hour  before  the  time 
appointed  for  examination,  and  allowing  time  for  travel  at 
the  rate  of  not  less  than  one  day  for  every  twenty-four  miles 
travel.     And  when  there  are  more  than  one  person  plaintiff, 
or  more  than  one  agent  or  attorney,  service  upon  one  shall 
be  deemed  sufficient.     When  the  plaintiff'  is  dead,  or  not  a 
resident  in  the  county  where  the  arrest  is  made,  the  citation 
shall  be  served  upon  the  agent  or  attorney,  if  he  lives  in  the 
county  or  has  his  usual  place  of  business  therein ;  but  if  no 
such  agent  or  attorney  can  be  found  within  the  county,  the 
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officer  shall  make  return  of  the  facts,  and  the  same  proceed- 
ings shall  be  had  as  if  notice  had  been  served,  as  above  pro- 
vided. 

Sect.  5.  Such  notice  may  be  served  by  any  officer  quali-  ^""gd'^"'' 
fied  to  serve  civil  process.  The  person  who  made  the  writ 
on  which  execution  is  obtained  may  always  be  regarded  as 
the  attorney  of  the  plaintiff,  as  to  the  service  of  notice ;  and 
this  form  of  notice,  or  any  equivalent  thereto,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  sufficient : — 

To  A  B :     C  D ,  arrested  on  execution  in  your  Form. 

favor,  desires  to  take  the  oath  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors, 
at  [naming  the  day  and  hour,]  at  [naming  the  place,]  [signed 
with  a  designation  of  the  capacity  of  the  magistrate.] 

If  the  magistrate  issuing  the  notice  does  not  attend,  any 
other  magistrate,  authorized  to  act  in  such  cases,  may  attend 
and  act  at  the  time  and  place  specified. 

Sect.  6.     The  examination  may  be  verbal  or  written,  at  Examination ver- 

•'  '  Dal  or  written, 

the  choice  of  the  creditor ;  and  if  it  be  written,  it  shall,  at 
the  desire  of  the  creditor,  be  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the 
debtor  and  preserved  by  the  magistrate.  Any  legal  evidence 
may  be  produced  on  behalf  of  the  debtor  or  creditor,  and 
such  examination  may  be  continued  from  time  to  time ;  but 
no  continuance  shall  be  granted  if  the  debtor  objects,  un- 
less it  is  absolutely  required  for  the  furtherance  of  justice. 
If,  upon  such  examination,  the  magistrate  shall  be  satisfied 
of  the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  oath  to  be  taken  by 
the  debtor,  and  in  the  certificate  to  be  made  by  the  magis- 
trate as  required  herein,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  him  that 
the  debtor  is  entitled  to  his  discharge  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  he  shall  administer  to  him  the  oath  hereafter 
mentioned. 

The  oath  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : — 

I, ,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  have  not  any  oa">- 

estate,  real  or  personal,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  dollars, 
except  the  goods  and  chattels  which  are  by  law  exempted 
from  being  taken  on  execution,  and  that  I  have  not  any  other 
estate  now  conveyed  or  concealed,  or  in  any  way  disposed 
of,  with  design  to  secure  the  same  to  my  use,  or  to  defraud 
my  creditors.     So  help  me,  God. 

Sect.  7.     After  administering  the  oath,  the  magistrate  Magistrate's  cer- 

tlllCUtCa 

shall  make  a  certificate  thereof,  under  his  hand,  in  substance 
as  follows,  to  wit : — 

S ss.     I,  the  subscriber,  hereby  certify  that  A  B , 

a  poor  prisoner,  arrested  upon  execution  for  debt,  has  caused 
E  F ,  the  creditor  at  whose  suit  he  is  arrested,  to  be 
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notified  according  to  law,  of  his  desire  to  take  the  benefit 
of  the  law  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors ;  that  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  said  A  B has  not  any  estate,  real  or  personal, 

to  the  amount  of  twenty  dollars,  except  the  goods  and  chat- 
tels which  are  by  law  exempted  from  being  taken  in  execu- 
tion, and  has  not  any  other  estate  now  conveyed  or  concealed, 
or  in  any  way  disposed  of,  with  design  to  secure  the  same 
to  his  own  use  or  to  defraud  his  creditors.     And  I  have, 

after  due  examination  of  the  said  A  B ,  administered  to 

him  the  oath  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors. 

Witness  our  hand  this day  of ,  in  the  year . 

5.®^*°L^l!fI',^If"      Upon  taking;  this  oath  the  debtor  shall  be  dischargred  from 

CQ  Or  llupriSOIlcu*  C  '— '  * 

arrest,  and  shall  be  forever  exempt  from  arrest  on  the  same 
execution,  or  upon  any  process  founded  on  the  judgment. 
If  the  oath  be  refused,  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  indorsed 
on  the  execution,  and  the  debtor  shall  be  conveyed  to  jail 
by  the  officer,  and  be  there  kept  until  the  execution  shall 
be  satisfied,  or  until  he  shall  be  released  by  the  creditor,  or 
until  he  shall  have  given  notice  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law,  and  shall  have  taken  the  oath  for  the  relief  of  poor 
debtors.  And  all  the  proceedings  in  such  case  shall  be  the 
same  as  now  provided  for  by  law,  except  that  they  shall  be 
conducted  before  one  of  the  magistrates  named  in  the  third 
section  of  this  act,  instead  of  being  before  the  justices  now 
having  cognizance  of  such  cases. 
Debtormay plead      Sect.  8.     When  either  of  the  charges  named  in  the  third 

gmltT  or  not  guil-  o 

ty.etc.  section  of  this  act,  numbered  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth, 

shall  be  made  as  therein  provided,  or  whenever  the  creditor, 
or  any  one  in  his  behalf,  shall  at  any  time,  pending  the  ex- 
amination of  the  debtor,  file  such  charges,  or  any  one  of 
them,  the  debtor  may  plead  guilty,  or  not  guilty ;  and  the 

Proceedings  samc  procccdings  shall  be  had,  and  the  same  sentence  may 
be  passed,  as  provided  in  the  ninety-eighth  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Debtormayre-  Sect.  9.  Pending  the  examination  of  a  debtor,  and  at 
any  time  after  he  is  brought  before  a  magistrate,  the  magis- 
trate may  accept  the  recognizance  of  the  debtor,  with  surety 
or  sureties,  in  a  sum  double  the  amount  of  the  execution, 
for  his  appearance  at  the  time  of  the  next  hearing,  or  if  the 
debtor  does  not  desire  to  have  any  time  fixed  for  examina- 
tion, the  magistrate  may  take  his  recognizance  as  aforesaid, 
that  within  ninety  days  he  will  deliver  himself  up  for  exami- 
nation, giving  notice  as  before  mentioned,  to  his  creditor, 
and  making  no  default  at  any  time  fixed  for  his  examination, 
and  abide  the  final  order  of  the  maoristrate  thereon.     The 
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magistrate  shall  examine  the  sureties  on  oath,  and  may,  at 
his  discretion,  take  their  examination  in  writing,  signed  by 
them. 

Sect.  10.     The  debtor,  as  soon  as  he  is  arrested,  shall  be  ;?p^,f,tr%*f  Ji"^"'^'" 
informed  by  the  officer  of  all  his  rights  under  this  act,  and  "shts. 
he  shall  have  reasonable  time  to  procure  sureties  before 
being  carried  before  the  magistrate. 

Sect.  1 1.     No  person  shall  be  arrested  on  mesne  process  Hean-.g.  etc..  on 

x^  -i  arrests  on  mesne 

in  any  action  of  contract,  unless  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  process. 
in  his  behalf,  shall  make  oath,  to  the  satisfaction  of  some 
justice  of  a  court  of  record,  police  justice,  judge  of  probate, 
commissioner  of  insolvency,  or  master  in  chancery,  that  he 
has  a  good  cause  of  action,  and  a  reasonable  expectation  of 
recovering  a  sum  amounting  to  twenty  dollars ;  that  he  be- 
lieves, and  has  good  cause  to  believe,  the  defendant  intends 
to  leave  the  State,  so  that  execution,  if  obtained,  cannot  be 
served  upon  him;  and  that  he  believes  the  defendant  has 
property  not  exempt  from  being  taken  in  execution.  And 
there  shall  be  such  a  hearing  as  is  herein  provided  in  cases 
of  arrest  on  execution,  and  the  affidavit  and  certificate  of 
the  magistrate  shall  be  indorsed  upon  the  writ. 

Sect.  12.  The  defendant,  when  arrested,  shall  be  carried  ^„^7'*aSd  "sub^o" 
before  some  one  of  the  magistrates  named  in  section  three,  ['ugg"'  v^oc^^a 
or,  if  none  such  can  be  conveniently  found,  before  some  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  of  the  quorum.  And  if  the  debtor 
desires  to  take  the  oath  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors,  or 
an  oath  that  he  does  not  intend  to  leave  the  State,  he  shall 
be  examined,  after  giving  notice,  as  above  provided  in  case 
of  arrest  on  execution,  to  the  creditor,  his  agent  or  attor- 
ney, if  such  creditor,  agent  or  attorney,  can  be  found ;  and 
record  shall  be  made  of  the  defendant's  proceedings.  If 
the  magistrate  is  satisfied  that  the  defendant  did  not,  when 
arrested,  and  does  not  at  the  time  of  hearing,  intend  to 
leave  the  State,  he  shall  make  certificate  thereof,  and  the 
defendant  shall  be  discharged  from  arrest.  If  the  defend- 
ant does  not  swear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  magistrate,  that 
he  does  not  intend  to  leave  the  State,  the  examination  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  same  charges  of 
fraud  may  be  filed,  with  the  same  effect,  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion seven.  Continuances  may  be  granted  on  the  defend- 
ant's recognizing,  with  surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  magistrate,  that  the  defendant  shall  make  no  default 
at  the  time  fixed  for  hearing,  and  abide  the  final  order  of 
the  magistrate.  The  form  of  oath  shall  be  the  same  as  that 
prescribed  in  case  of  arrest  on  execution,  and  a  certificate 
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thereof  shall  be  delivered  to  the  defendant,  and  he  shall 
never  be  liable  to  arrest  for  the  same  cause  of  action.  If 
the  oath  is  refused,  the  defendant  shall  be  conveyed  to  jail 
by  the  officer  making  the  arrest,  and  there  kept  until  dis- 
charged by  the  creditor,  or  until  he  shall  have  taken  the 
oath  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors,  or  shall  have  been 
released  on  bail,  on  the  same  conditions  as  are  now  provided 
by  law,  and  the  provisions  in  regard  to  the  oath  shall  be  the 
same  as  now,  except  that  it  shall  be  administered  by  one  of 
the  magistrates  named  in  section  three.  And  the  debtor 
may  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  take  both  the  oaths 
herein  provided  for. 

^)en*ding  "l^ropcr-      Sect.  13.      If  any  person  arrested  on  execution  shall, 

bI?efuseTifatV  ^'^er  such  arrcst,  misspend  or  misuse  goods,  effects  or  credits, 
to  the  amount  of  forty  dollars  not  exempt  from  being  taken 
on  execution,  but  which  cannot  be  attached  by  ordinary  pro- 
cess of  law,  or  so  much  thereof  as  is  equal  to  the  sum  for 
which  he  is  committed,  without  having  offered  the  same  to 
the  arresting  creditor  in  satisfaction,  or  part  satisfaction,  of 
his  debt,  such  defendant  shall  be  refused  the  oath  for  the 
relief  of  poor  debtors. 

vm:  ''^'^'"""  Sect.  14.  The  fees  of  the  magistrate  shall  be  as  follows  : 
For  hearing  an  application  for  power  to  arrest,  one  dollar; 
for  approving  sureties  and  taking  the  recognizance  of  a 
debtor  after  arrest,  one  dollar ;  for  an  examination,  two 
dollars  for  each  day  spent  therein.  And  the  creditor  caus- 
ing an  arrest  shall  pay  all  these  fees  in  advance,  including 
the  fee  for  each  day's  examination,  and  also  tlie  cost  of  ser- 
vice ;  and  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the  oath,  they  shall  be 
charged  to  the  debtor  as  part  of  the  costs  of  service  of  the 
execution  or  writ.  And  if  the  creditor  shall  at  any  time 
make  default,  after  request,  in  the  payment  of  the  fees,  the 
magistrate  may  discharge  the  debtor  from  arrest. 

No  arrests  after      Sect.  15.     No  arrcst  sliall  bc  made  after  sunset,  unless 

suns6t< 

specially  authorized  by  the  magistrate  making  the  certificate. 
No  woman  ar- And  uo  womau  shall  be  arrested  in  any  civil  process  except 

rested,  except  tor  j  r  r 

tort.  lor  tort. 

When  to  take  Sect.  16.     This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  fourth  day  of 

July,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  shall 
apply  to  all  cases  in  which  arrest  is  not  made  before  that 
day,  and  to  no  others.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
wiih  this  act  are  hereby  repealed.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  relative  to  State  Paupers.  Chap.  445 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1,     Each  city  and  town  shall  be  allowed,  for  trans-  cities  and  towns 

Oil  i        ii         Oi     i  11  1  to  he  ailnwpdac- 

portin;^  btate  paupers  to  the  fetate  almshouses,  the  regular  tuai  expenses 
fare  of  the  public  conveyances,  where  such  conveyances  may 
be  available,  and  in  such  cases  as  they  cannot  be  so  con- 
veyed, they  shall  be  allowed  the  actual  expense  incurred, 
and  no  more.  And  this  provision  shall  apply  to  children 
as  well  as  adults,  so  that  in  no  case  any  city  or  town  shall 
draw  money  from  the  State  except  to  reimburse  them  for 
expenses  actually  incurred. 

Sect.  2.  In  case  there  shall  be  any  person  or  persons  cities  ana  towns 
falling  into  distress  in  any  city  or  town,  who  cannot  be  weektor  paupers 
removed,  by  reason  of  sickness  or  other  disability,  in  the  moved. 
opinion  of  the  ofiicers  in  such  city  or  town  as  may  have 
such  duty  to  perform,  they  shall  notify  the  superintendent 
of  the  almshouse  where  such  person  or  persons  are  enti- 
tled, by  law,  to  be  received,  and  he  shall,  if  he  deems  it 
expedient,  request  the  attending  physician  of  said  alms- 
house to  visit  said  person  or  persons;  and  if,  in  his  opinion, 
said  person  or  persons  cannot  be  safely  or  properly  re- 
moved, then  the  city  or  town,  providing  for  said  pauper  or 
paupers,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  dol- 
lars per  week  for  the  board  of  said  paupers ;  but  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  said  physician,  said  paupers  may  be  safely  and 
properly  removed,  he  shall  so  direct,  and  they  shall  be  re- 
moved to  the  said  almshouse. 

Sect.  3.     The  inspectors  of  the  several  State  almshouses  rowers  of  injpec- 

.      - ,  -  ^  .       ,         .  ,       .  ,       tors  In  case  of  the 

shall  have  the  same  powers  respectively,  in  relation  to  the  neain  of  paupers, 
paupers  who  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  become,  inmates  of 
the  same,  and  their  property,  if  they  have  any,  or  any  prop- 
erty left  by  them,  in  case  of  their  decease,  as  are  by  law 
vested  in  towns  and  in  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  towns, 
in  reference  to  those  paupers  who  are  in  any  way  supported 
or  relieved  by  towns ;  and  said  inspectors,  in  carrying  into 
effect  said  powers,  shall  follow  the  same  modes  of  proceed- 
ing as  are  prescribed  for  towns  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
in  towns,  in  like  cases,  and  may  institute  and  prosecute 
suits  and  other  legal  proceedings,  when  necessary  for  the 
above  purpose,  in  the  same  manner  as  towns  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  in  towns  are  authorized  to  do  in  like  cases. 
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Liability  of  to^^^ls      Sect.  4.     If  anv  paupsr,  havinsr  a  leffal  settlement  in  any 

for  the  support  of  ^  J    r        r       /  oo  ^^ 

paupers.  citj  OF  town  in  the  Commonwealth,  shall  become  an  inmate 

of  either  of  the  State  almshouses,  such  city  or  town  shall 
be  liable  to  the  Commonwealth  for  the  expense  incurred 
for  such  pauper,  at  such  almshouse,  in  like  manner  as  one 
town  is  liable  to  another  town  in  like  cases,  and  the  same 
measures  shall  be  adopted  by  the  inspectors  of  the  State 
almshouses  respectively,  in  regard  to  notifying  towns  so 
liable,  the  removal  of  such  pauper,  and  the  recovery  from 
towns  of  expenses  incurred  for  such  pauper  at  the  alms- 
house, as  are  prescribed  for  towns  in  like  cases. 

Kindrea  of  pau-      Sect,  5.     Thc  kindred  of  paupers  who  are  liable  by  law 

pers  liable  for  tx-  .  -"^       ^.  ,  i      n     • 

penses.  to  towns  lor  expenses  in  supporting  such  paupers,  shall,  m 

like  manner,  be  liable  to  the  Commonwealth  for  any  ex- 
pense incurred  for  such  paupers  at  either  of  the  State  alms- 
houses, and  the  inspectors  of  the  State  almshouses,  respec- 
tively, are  hereby  authorized  to  adopt  the  same  measures, 
and  institute  and  prosecute  the  like  legal  proceedings,  for 
the  recovery  of  such  expenses,  of  the  kindred  so  liable,  as 
are  prescribed  for  towns  in  like  cases. 

luconRisteiit  acts      Sect.  6.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  herein  contained,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  446  An  Act  to  Prevent  and  Punish  Incendiarism. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Punishment  for      Sect.  1.     Evcrv  pcrson  who    shall,    within  twenty-four 

cuttinp  Dill  rope,  ,  J      i"     ^  i       -i  i-  ,  . 

etc„^4^hoursbe- jjours  pnor  to  thc  burning  oi  any  building  or  other  property, 
wilfully  and  maliciously  cut  or  remove  any  bell-rope  in  the 
vicinity  of  such  building  or  property,  or  who  shall  cut,  injure 
or  destroy  any  engine,  hose,  or  other  apparatus  belonging  to 
any  engine  in  said  vicinity,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of 
the  burning,  as  accessory  before  the  fact,  and  shall  be  pun- 
ished accordingly. 
Persons  prevent-  Sect.  2.  Evcry  pcrson  who,  during  the  burning  of  any 
ed^s^aw^ssories  build ino;  or  other  property,  shall,  wilfully  and  maliciously, 

atter  the  fact.  ^  f    i.  •       xi  •    •     •/       f  l     i      •^A• 

cut  or  remove  any  bell  rope  in  the  vicinity  ot  such  building 
or  property,  or  otherwise  prevent  an  alarm  being  given,  or 
who  shall  cut,  injure,  or  destroy  any  engine,  hose,  or  other 
apparatus  belonging  to  any  engine  in  said  vicinity,  or  who 
shall  otherwise,  wilfully  and  maliciously,  prevent  or  obstruct 
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the  extinguishing  of  any  fire,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of 
the  burning  as  accessory  after  the  fact,  and  shall  be  punished 
therefor  as  provided  in  section  fourth  of  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty-third  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  South  Danvers,  Chap.  447 
and  amendatory  to  the  Act  to  establish  the  Fire  Department  of  the  Town 
of  Danvers,  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Said  town  of  South  Danvers  shall  be  considered  ^^t"e*\^ifrY)an- 
a  part  of  the  town  of  Danvers  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  ments°to  tb^cSnl 
the  several  amendments  to  the  constitution,  which  towns  in  ^^t""""- 
this  Commonwealth  are  required  to  vote  upon  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  this  present  month;  and  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Danvers  are  hereby  required  to  receive  the  votes  of 
persons  belonging  to  said  town  of  South  Danvers,  and  make 
return  of  the  same,  together  with  those  of  the  town  of  Dan- 
vers, in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
town  of  South  Danvers  had  not  been  passed. 

Sect.  2.     The  first  section  of  the  act  to  establish  the  fire  rive flrewards  in- 
stead of  twelve. 

department  in  the  town  of  Danvers,  passed  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  is  so  far 
amended  as  to  require  the  town  of  Danvers  to  choose  five 
persons  as  fire-wards,  instead  of  twelve  persons,  as  therein 
required. 

Ir^ECT.  3.  This  act  shall  take  efi"ect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  Police  Courts,  in  certain  cases.        Chcip.  448 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  R&presenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The   several  police   courts   of  this    Common- Joiice  courts  to 

'^     .       .       .      .  .   ,  .    .  have   concurrent 

wealth  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  municipal  J^''i^''|;j'j^^"jjj^Pg*^'_ 

court  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  court  of  common  pleas,  exceeding  $50""* 

of  all  larcenies  where  money  or  other  property  stolen  shall 

not  be  alleged  to  exceed  the  value  of  fifty  dollars,  in  all 

which  cases  the  punishment  imposed  may  be  such  as  the 

court  of  common  pleas  and  municipal  court  are  authorized 

to  inflict  by  existing  laws. 

Sect.  2.      The   several   police    courts  of  this   Common- aiso  of  assault 

1  and  batterv,  not 

wealth,  in  addition  to  the  jurisdiction  now  exercised  by  felonious. 
47 
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them  in  cases  of  assault  and  battery,  shall  have  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  the  municipal  court  of  Boston,  and  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State, 
of  all  cases  of  assault  and  battery,  not  felonious,  occurring 
within  their  jurisdiction,  in  all  which  cases  the  punishment 
imposed  may  be  such  as  the  municipal  court  and  court  of 
common  pleas  are  authorized  to  impose  by  existing  laws. 
Police  courts  may      Sect.  3.     Said  policc  courts  mav,  at  their  discretion,  de- 

decllnc     to    take  ^  ''  '  ' 

filial  jurisdiction.cline  to  take  final  jurisdiction  m  any  of  the  cases  referred 
to  in  this  act,  and  may  send  the  same,  as  now,  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas   or  municipal  court  for  examination  and 

Appeal.  trial ;  and  any  person  convicted  under  the  provisions  of  this 

act  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal,  in  the  same  manner  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  in  other  cases.  [App7'oved  hy  the 
Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  449  An  Act  to  establish  the  Superior  Court  of  the  County  of  Suffolk, 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

sXik^'wuhfour      Sect.  1.     There  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  established,  in 
justices'.  ti^e  county  of  Suffolk,  a  court,  to  be  called  the  Superior 

Court  of  the  County  of  Suffolk;  and  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, commissioned  and  qualified,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution,  four  suitable  persons,  learned  in 
the  law,  to  be  justices  of  the  said  court,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  appointed  and  commissioned  as  chief  justice  of  the  said 
court. 
?,*VJ^„?°"'^'^*  "^      Sect.  2.     The  said  court  shall  have,  in  all  respects,  the 

C.  C.  Pleas.  1.11  P  11 

same  powers  which  the  court  of  common  pleas  now  has, 
when  sitting  in  said  county,  and  until  otherwise  provided, 

Clerk,  etc.  shall  appoint  a  clcrk  and  an  assistant  clerk  of  said  court, 
and  any  other  officers  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  trans- 

'^'^"'-  action  of  the  business  thereof,  and  shall  establish  a  seal  for 

Writs, etc.  the  said  court;  and  all  writs  and  processes  issuing  from  the 
said  court,  which  by  law  are  required  to  be  under  seal,  shall 
be  under  the  seal,  and  signed  by  the  clerk  or  assistant  clerk 
thereof,  and  may  run  into  any  county,  and  shall  be  obeyed 
and  respected  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

Jurisdiction.  Sect.  3.      The  said  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all 

cases,  and  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  in 
which  the  court  of  common  pleas  now  has  jurisdiction  in 
said  county,  whether  original  and  exclusive,  concurrent  or 
appellate;  and  they  shall  also  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in 


J 
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all  cases  in  wLicli  the  court  of  common  pleas  now  has  con- 
current jurisdiction,  "with  the  supreme  judicial  court  in  said 
county,  wherein  the  damages  demanded  or  the  property 
claimed  shall  not  exceed  in  amount  or  value  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars ;  and  no  action  in  which  the  said  supe- 
rior court  may  have  jurisdiction  under  this  act  shall  be 
brought  in  the  supreme  judicial  court  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, except  the  damages  therein  demanded,  or  the  property 
claimed,  shall  exceed  in  amount  or  value  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  unless  the  plaintifl',  or  some  one  in  his 
behalf,  shall,  before  service  of  the  writ,  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion before  some  justice  of  the  peace  that  the  matter  sought 
to  be  recovered  actually  exceeds,  in  amount  or  value,  the  said 
sura. 
Sect.  4.     In  all  actions  which  shall  be  pending  in  the  said  A'='i°,°^„„ ^^'=«'^^- 

t^  o  ingSI,500,  maybe 

superior  court,  in  which  the  damages  demanded  or  the  prop- ^^^"[J^^^*^  ^°  *•■'• 
erty  claimed  shall  exceed  in  amount  or  value  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  the  defendant,  if  he  or  any  person  in 
his  behalf  shall  at  the  first  term  of  the  court,  unless  the 
defendant  be  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  then,  at  the 
term  when  such  defendant  is  holden  by  law  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance, make  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  that  he  verily  believes  he  has  a  substantial  defence, 
and  intends  to  bring  the  cause  to  trial,  may  apply  to  have 
such  action  removed  to  the  supreme  judicial  court;  and 
upon  such  application  the  said  superior  court  shall  proceed 
no  further  in  the  cause,  but  the  same  shall,  with  the  papers 
therein,  be  immediately  removed  to  and  entered  in  the 
supreme  judicial  court  at  the  charge  of  the  party  removing 
the  same,  and  therein  be  heard  and  determined  as  if  it  had 
been  originally  commenced  in  that  court. 

Sect.  5.     There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  anv  iudgment  of  no  appeal  from 

"  iUQ'^DlGIlt    etc 

the  said  superior  court  upon  the  verdict  of  a  jury;  but  all" 
questions  of  law,  except  such  as  may  arise  upon  pleas  in 
abatement,  may  be  carried  up  to  the  supreme  judicial  court 
by  bill  of  exceptions  or  writ  of  error. 

Sect.  6.  Any  party  aggrieved  by  any  judgment  of  the  Appeals  on  mat- 
said  superior  court,  founded  upon  matter  of  law,  apparent 
on  the  record,  except  judgment  upon  pleas  in  abatement, 
may  appeal  therefrom  to  the  supreme  judicial  court  at  the 
next  term  thereof  for  the  county  of  Suffolk;  and  no  issue  of 
law,  hereafter  joined  in  the  said  superior  court,  shall  be 
waived  by  consent  of  parties  after  such  appeal  shall  have 
been  entered  in  the  supreme  judicial  court ;  but  the  supreme 
judicial  court  may,  for  good  cause,  allow  the  parties  to  with- 
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draw  or  amend  the  pleadings,  or  make  such  other  disposi- 
tion as  may  to  right  and  justice  appertain :  provided,  that  if 
the  same  shall  end  in  an  issue  of  fact,  the  case  shall  be  re- 
manded to  the  said  superior  court,  to  be  tried  there,  and 
shall  take  the  same  place  in  the  order  of  business  in  said 
court  as  if  the  same  had  not  been  removed. 

Court,  how  often  Sect.  7.  Six  tcrms  of  said  court  shall  be  held  in  every 
year,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, as  follows :  that  is  to  say,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Jan- 
uary, March,  May,  July,  September  and  November,  and  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  prevailing  party,  to  be  taxed  in  his 
bill  of  costs,  the  same  term  fee  now  allowed  in  cases  on  the 
trial  list  in  the  supreme  judicial  court ;  and  all  original  writs 
and  writs  of  scire  facias,  returnable  into  said  superior  court, 
shall  be  made  returnable  on  the  said  days,  instead  of  the 
return  days  now  fixed  by  law  for  the  court  of  common  pleas 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Jmutma^be^hem      Sect.  8.     At  any  term  of  the  said  superior  court,  when 

at  same  time.  \)^q  public  convcniencc  shall  require  it,  two  sessions  of  the 
said  court  may  be  held  in  Boston,  each  by  one  of  the  jus- 
tices thereof;  and  such  division  may  be  made  of  the  business 
of  the  court,  at  any  time,  as  may  conduce  to  the  more  speedy 
and  convenient  disposal  of  the  same. 

Adjournment  of      Sect.  9.    When  uo  justicc  of  the  said  court  shall  be  pres- 

or deputy.  eut  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  holding  the  same, 
whether  at  the  beginning  of  a  term  or  at  any  adjournment 
thereof,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  or  either  of  his 
deputies,  may  adjourn  the  court  from  day  to  day,  or  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  circumstances  may  require,  or  as  may  be 
ordered  by  any  of  the  said  justices. 

Traverse  jurors.  Sect.  10.  Traversc  jurors  shall  be  selected  and  required 
to  attend  the  said  superior  court,  at  the  respective  terms 
thereof,  in  the  same  manner  in  which  traverse  jurors  are  now 
by  law  selected  and  required  to  attend  the  terms  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Court  to  issue      Sect.  11.     The  Said  superior  court  shall  issue  all  writs 

■wriis.maae  rules,         j  ±^     ^  ^  j.  •    j. 

etc.  and  processes  that  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  carry  into 

effect  the  powers  granted  to  them ;  and  when  no  form  for 
any  such  writ  or  process  is  prescribed  by  statute,  the  court 
shall  frame  one  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  law  and 
the  usual  course  of  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. They  shall  also  have  power,  from  time  to  time, 
to  make  any  rules,  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  this  Common- 
wealth, regulating  the  practice  and  business  of  the  said 
court. 
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Sect.  12.  Original  writs  and  writs  oi  scire  facias,  re- Return  oi  writs. 
turnable  to  the  said  superior  court,  which  are  required  to 
be  served  fourteen  days  before  the  return  day,  shall  be  made 
returnable  on  the  return  day  first  occurring  next  after  the 
expiration  of  fourteen  days  from  the  date  of  the  writ;  or, 
if  they  be  required  to  be  served  thirty  days  before  the  re- 
turn day,  they  shall  be  made  returnable  on  the  return  day 
first  occurring  after  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  writ.  Special  writs,  not  specihed  in  this  sec- 
tion, may  be  returnable  as  the  said  court  may  direct.  Writs 
of  execution  shall  be  made  returnable  in  sixty  days  from 
their  date,  as  they  are  now  returnable  to  all  the  other 
courts. 

Sect.  13.  This  act  shall  not  aifect  any  action,  suit  or  pending  actions, 
process,  pending  when  the  act  takes  effect,  so  far  as  relates ''°'^''''^°**"^'"' 
to  the  previous  proceedings  therein ;  but  every  such  action, 
suit,  process  or  proceeding  which  shall  then  have  been  en- 
tered in  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk shall  forthwith  be  transferred  to,  and  have  day  and  be 
heard  and  determined  in,  the  said  superior  court,  as  fully 
and  effectually  as  the  same  might  have  been  done  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  sitting  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed ;  and  every  action, 
suit  or  process,  which  shall  have  then  been  commenced,  but 
not  entered,  shall  be  entered  and  have  day  in  the  said  supe- 
rior court  on  the  return  day  of  the  writ  or  process,  whether 
the  same  be  at  the  commencement  of  a  term  of  the  said 
superior  court  or' not;  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  in 
every  such  action  shall  be  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  14.  The  clerk  of  said  court  shall  receive,  for  his  c^moensation  of 
services,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  pay- 
able quarterly,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  city  of  Boston ; 
and  the  assistant  clerk  shall  receive,  for  his  services,  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  in  the 
same  manner.  The  same  fees  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  in 
this  court,  as  are  now  allowed  by  law  in  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  except  that  for  blank  writs  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  the  sum  of  five  cents  each,  and  the  entry 
fee  shall  be  one  dollar.  Said  fees  shall  be  paid  to  the 
clerk  of  said  court,  who  shall  account  for  and  pay  over  the 
same  to  said  city  treasurer. 

Sect.  15.     The  city  council  of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  city  of  Boston  to 
have  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  provide,  from  time  P'*y  ^^p^''''^*- 
to  time,  for  the  payment,  by  the  said  city,  of  all  expenses 
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attending  the  sessions  of  the  said  court,  and  the  transaction 
of  business  not  herein  specially  provided  for. 
Justices  of  Kupe-      Sect.  16.     Thc  justices  of  the  said  superior  court  shall 

nor  court  to  hold  ^.    .  ,         .  .  „    . ,  /    .       , 

luunicipai  court,  also  be,  ex  officio,  tlie  justices  oi  tlie  municipal  court  or  the 
cit}^  of  Boston,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  in  relation 
thereto  that  the  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  now 
have ;  and  all  the  duties  now  required  by  law  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  by 
any  one  of  them,  in  the  said  municipal  court,  shall  be  here- 
after performed  by  the  justices  of  the  said  superior  court, 
or  by  some  one  of  them.     Tv/o  terms  of  the  municipal  court 
may  be  held  at  the  same  time  in  Boston,  by  the  justices  of 
the  said   superior  conrt,  whenever  the  public  convenience 
shall  require  it. 
salary  of  judges.      gj^^T.  17.     Thc  chlcf  justlcc  of  Said  court  shall  receive 
an  annual  salary  of  thirty-two  hundred  dollars,  and  each  of 
thc  other  justices  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  three 
thousand  dollars ;  and  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  quarterly, 
from  the  city  treasury  of  Boston,  and  in  the  same  propor- 
tion for  any  portion  of  a  quarter. 
be'paldVcuy * f      Sbct.  1 8.     Thc    salarlcs    established,  and   all    expenses 
fliiesi'etc  !paid'to  incurrcd  in  the   administration  of  justice,  under   this   act, 
city  treasurer.     g}jai[  ]jq  pajj  ]jy  ^he  said  city  of  Boston,  as  herein  provided ; 
and  all  fees,  fines,  forfeitures  or  costs,  occurring  or  incurred, 
or  which  may  hereafter  accrue,  in  the  court  hereby  estab- 
lished, or  in  said  municipal  court,  or  in  the  police  or  jus- 
tices' court,  in  said  city  of  Boston,  shall  be  paid  to  tlie  city 
treasurer,  for  the  use  of  said  city  of  Boston. 
t:?aamHfto      Sect.  19.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  not  inconsistent 
aM.v  to  superior  ^\i]^  t,he  provisious  of  this  act,  shall  apply  to  the  said  supe- 
rior court,  so  far  as  the  same  would  have  been  applicable 
to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  if 
this  act  had  not  been  passed. 
Iboiiriied*i'n*'su'f-      Sect.  20.     The  terms  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  now 
^^^^-  required   by  law  to   be  held  within  and  for  the  county  of 

Suffolk,  shall  be  abolished  from  and  after  the  time  when 
this  act  takes  effect. 
Judges  may  inter-      Sect.  21.     Judffes  of  thc  Said  suDcrior  court  and  of  the 

change  services.  ,  o  r 

court  ot  common  pleas  may  interchange  services,  and  hold 
mutual  consultations  in  matters  of  law  and  as  to  rules  of 
practice. 
When  to  takecf-      Sect.  22.     This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  the  first 

feet. 

Tuesday  of  October  next.     [Appi'oved   by  the  Governor, 
May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Mutual  Redemption.  Chap.  450 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Andrew  T.  Hall,  Benjamin  E.  Bates,  George  W.  corporators. 
Thayer,  Pliny  E.  Kingman,  George  F.  Williams,  Wesley  P. 
Balch,  Jr.,  of  Boston  ;  Alexander  DeWitt,  of  Oxford  ;  Frank- 
lin Ripley,  of   Greenfield;  Ezekiel  R.  Colt,   of  Pittsfield; 
John  A.  Buttrick,  of  Lowell;  Life  Baldwin,   of  Brighton; 
Francis  H.  Davey,  Eli  Thayer,  of   Worcester;   Roger  S. 
Moore,  of  Springfield  ;  Ebenezer  Torrey,  of  Fitchburg ;  J.  B. 
Congdon,  of  New  Bedford,  and  their  associates,  are  hereby 
made   a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  Mutual 
Redemption,  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  with  all  Location. 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  fto^^"'  ''""''*• 
and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth 
relating  to  banks  and  banking,  except  as  feereia  otherwise 
provided,  and  to  continue  for  the  terra  of  twenty  years  from  Duration, 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.    2.      Subscriptions    to   tlie  capital  stock  of    said  suhscripttons  to 
bank  may  be  made  by  any  bank  in  this  Commonwealth,  jj-^  "^^i"'*' -^'o^^- 
pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  stockholders  thereof,  at  a  meet- 
ing duly  called  for  that  purpose ;  and  subscriptions  to  said 
capital  stock  may  be  made  by  any  bank  established  by  law 
in  the  States   of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island :  provided,  that  no  bank  shall  be  Proviso, 
authorized  to  subscribe  to  said  capital  stock  to  an  amount 
exceeding  five  per  cent,  of  the  capital  of  said  bank  actually 
paid  in,  nor  exceeding  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.     The  directors   shall  consist  of  not  less   than  E,i„ibiiity  of  di- 
nine,  nor  more  than  thirteen  persons,  and  any  stockholder  '^'^'^'i"- 
in  said  bank  shall  be  eligible  as  a  director;  and  any  stock- 
holder in  any  bank  which  shall  be  a  stockholder  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  bank  hereby  established,  shall  also  be 
eligible  to  an  election  as  a  director  therein :  provided,  that  Proviso, 
such  person  shall  be  nominated  for  such  office  by  a  vote  of 
the  majority  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  which  he  is  a 
stockholder;  and  such  vote  shall  be  certified  by  the  cashier 
of  said  bank;  and  no  person  shall  be  ineligible  to  the  office 
of  director  of  the   bank  hereby  established,  by  reason  of 
being  a  director  in  any  other  bank. 

Sect.  4.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  not  exceed  capital  not  to  ex- 
three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  in^haris  ol  siou 
hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments  and  at 


culKtion,  etc. 
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Meetins  called    gucli  times  as  the  stockholders  may  direct;  and  whenever 

"wheii  S61  000  out) 

is  subscribed,  thc  sum  of  One  million  of  dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed 
thereto  by  the  banks,  as  provided  in  the  second  section,  a 
meeting  of  the  subscribers  may  be  called  by  a  majority  of 
the  persons  mentioned  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  by  a 
written  notice  to  each  bank  or  person  so  subscribing-;  and 
not  less  than  one-half  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall 
be  subscribed  for  and  held  by  the  banks  of  New  England,  as 
provided  in  the  second  section ;  and  one-half  of  said  amount 
shall  be  subscribed  for  and  held  by  the  banks  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

Issue  of  bills,  cir-  Sect.  5.  Said  bank  shall  not  be  authorized  to  issue  bills 
of  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  and  its  circulation 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  one-half  of  the  amount  of  its  capital 
stock  ;  and  said  bank  shall  not  receive  the  bills  of  any  bank 
at  a  discount  from, their  par  value. 

Transfer  of  stock.  Sect.  G.  Thc  stoclc  of  Said  bank  shall  be  transferable 
only  to  banks,  so  far  as  is  required  to  be  subscribed  by 
banks,  and  -the  transfer  of  the  stock  shall  be  made  only  at 
its  banl<ing  house  and  in  its  books.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  21,  1855.] 

Chap,  451       ^^  ■^^^t  concerning  filling  Vacancies  in  the  Office  of  Prudential  Com- 
mittee. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 
Vacancies  in  pru-  Sect.  1 .  Whcucver  thc  offico  of  prudential  committee 
comrame°e,°how  of  any  school  district  in  this  Commonwealth  shall  become 
vacant  by  reason  of  the  resignation,  removal,  or  death  of 
that  officer,  such  vacancy  may  be  filled  by  the  school  district 
in  which  such  vacancy  occurs,  at  any  meeting  called  for  that 
purpose,  in  accordance  with  sections  forty-six,  forty-seven 
and  forty-eight  of  the  twenty-third  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect,  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chcrn  452         "^"^  ^'^^  '•°  ^^^"^'^  ^'^^  Safety  of  Passengers  at  Railroad  Crossings. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Engines   to   be      Sect.  1.     Whcucver  auv   railroad   nov/   constructed,   or 

stopped    rm    feet        ,.,,,,     1  r  ^  t  •  i 

from  crossing  or  ijvhich  Shall  hcreaitcr  be  constructed,  crosses  or  is  crossed 

railroads  at  grade.  ' 
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by  any  other  railroad  at  grade,  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  every 
engine-man  on  both  such  railroads,  when  approaching  the 
point  of  intersection  with  an  engine  attached  to  a  train,  or 
moving  without  a  train,  before  reaching  such  crossing,  to 
stop  his  engine  at  some  point  within  the  distance  of  five 
hundred  feet  of  such  crossing,  and  when  he  resumes  his 
course,  to  pass  slowly  over  such  crossing;  and  when  two  or 
more  crossings  on  the  same  railroad  are  situate  within  four 
hundred  feet  of  each  other,  one  stop  shall  suffice  for  both. 
And  for  everj^  violation  of  this  act,  the  engine-man  offending  Penaiues.^ 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  And 
the  corporation  on  whose  railroad  such  offence  shall  be 
committed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  further  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  therefor. 

Sect.  2.  All  actions  for  forfeitures  which  shall  be  in-  Forfeitures,  how 
curred  under  this  act,  shall  be  brought  on  complaint  of  any  '''^°°^®"'  '  *  °" 
person,  iu  the  name  of  the  Co.nmouwealth,  in  the  county 
where  the  offence  was  committed.  And  in  all  cases  of  con- 
viction, one-half  of  the  amount  forfeited  shall  go  to  the 
complainant,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  paid  to  the  treas- 
urer of  the  city  or  town  within  which  the  offence  shall  be 
committed,  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  such  city  or  town. 
[Apjproved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855,] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Attachment  of  Real  Estate  conveyed  in  fraud  of    Chap.  453 

Creditors. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a?id  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Whenever  any  real  estate  or  any  right  or  inter- Ksiates   fraudu 

•^  JO  lentlv    convpyod 

est  in  any  real  estate  has  been  fraudulently  conveyed  to  a  maybe  attached 
third  person,  with  the  design*  of  securing  the  same  from  at- 
tachment by  any  creditor  of  the  person  making  such  convey- 
ance, or  with  the  intent  of  delaying,  defeating  or  defrauding, 
such  creditor,  such  real  estate  may  be  attached  or  taken  on 
execution,  as  provided  in  the  one  hundred  and  seventh  chap- 
ter of  the  statutes  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four;  and 
the  return  of  such  attachment  by  the  officer  under  the  pio- 
visions  of  said  act,  or  of  this  act,  shall  specify  the  name  of 
such  grantee  or  grantees,  or  third  person,  so  far  as  known 
to  the  officer,  or  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons 
in  whom  the  record  or  legal  title  to  the  same  may  stand,  and 
a  brief  reference  to  the  estate  attached,  by  its  locality,  sitit- 
ation,  boundaries  or  otherwise,  so  far  as  known  to  said 
officer ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  to 
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Inconsistent  act 
repealed. 


Existing  attach- 
ments not  affect- 
ed. 


enter  the  name  so  specified,  as  "well  as  that  of  the  defendant, 
in  the  book  of  attachments  now  required  by  law. 

Sect.  2.  So  much.of  the  one  hundred  and  seventh  chap- 
ter of  the  statutes  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  as  is 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Sect.  3.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to  attach- 
ments made  before  this  act  shall  take  effect.  [Approved  by 
the  Gove7mor,  May  21,  ISoS.] 


Conimi«sionersto 
be  appointed. 


Power. 


Chap.  454      An  Act  to  establish  a  Hospital  for  Insane  in  Western  Massachusetts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  His  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  appoint  a  board  of  three  commissioners,  who  shall 
purchase  an  eligible  site  within  one  of  the  four  western  coun- 
ties of  this  Commonwealth,  and  cause  to  be  erected  thereon 
a  suitable  hospital  for  the  care  and  cure  of  the  insane — the 
accommodations  of  such  hospital  to  be  sufficient  for  two  hun- 
dred or  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  a  superintendent  and 
steward,  with  their  families,  and  all  necessary  subordinate 
officers,  attendants  and  assistants.  And  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  have  power  to  make  all  contracts  and  to  em- 
ploy all  agents  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  here- 
inbefore granted :  provided,  that  the  aggregate  amount  of 
expenses  and  liabilities,  incurred  by  virtue  of  said  powers, 
shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  present  all  their 
accounts  to  the  auditor,  to  be.  by  him  audited  and  allowed, 
from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  deem  proper. 

Sect.  2.  In  order  to  defray  any  expenses  incurred  in 
pursuance  of  the  preceding  section,  or  to  repay  any  sums 
borrowed,  as  hereinafter  authorized,  the  treasurer  is  hereby 
empowered,  under  the  direction  of  the  governor,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  issue  scrip  or  certifi- 
cates of  debt,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  under  his  signature  and  the  seal  of -the  Commonwealth, 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  which  may  be  expressed  in  the  currency  of  Great 
Britain,  and  shall  be  payable  to  the  holder  thereof  in  Lon- 
don, bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  payable  semi- 
annually in  London,  on  the  first  days  of  April  and  October, 


Commonwealth 
to  issue  scrip. 
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•with  warrants  for  the  interest  attached  thereto,  signed  by 
the  treasurer,  which  scrip  or  certificates  shall  be  redeemable 
in  London  on  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  serenty-five,  and  shall  be  countersigned  by  the 
governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  be  deemed  a  pledge  of 
the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  redemp- 
tion thereof.  And  the  treasurer  may,  under  the  direction  of 
the  governor  and  council,  dispose  of  any  portion  of  said 
scrip  at  any  price  not  less  than  its  origiual  par  value. 

Sect.  3.     The  treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  the  gov-  Treasurer  may 

,  .,  ,  .  i-    •        .  •  c    .1        •  borrow  money. 

ernor  and  council,  may  borrow,  in  anticipation  oi  the  issue 
of  the  scrip,  authorized  as  above,  of  any  of  the  banks  of 
this  Commonwealth,  or  of  any  corporations  or  individuals, 
such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  any  of  the  purposes  of 
this  act :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount  borrowed  by  au- 
thority hereof,  and  remaining  unpaid,  shall  at  no  time  exceed 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  \_Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Boston  Wharf  Company.  Chap.  455 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  Boston  Wharf  Company  are  authorized  to  May  extend 
extend  their  wharf  in  South  Boston  from  the  line  of  private 
rights  one  hundred  rods  from  high-water  mark  to  the  com- 
missioners' line  B,  established  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act 
concerning  the  Harbor  of  Boston,"  approved  May  twenty- 
fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  to  maintain  the 
same  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  law :  provided,  however,  proviso, 
that  the  width  of  their  front,  on  the  line  B,  shall  be  of  the 
same  width  only  as  the  width  which  may  be  decided  by  the 
supreme  judicial  court  to  be  the  legal  width  of  the  line  of 
their  legal  rights  on  the  aforesaid  line  one  hundred  rods 
from  high-water  mark :  and  provided,  also,  that  the  flats 
over  which  the  company  are  hereby  authorized  to  extend 
their  wharf  shall  in  no  part  thereof  be  of  any  greater  width 
than  the  width  of  their  legal  rights  on  the  aforesaid  line 
one  hundred  rods  from  high- water  mark.  Said  company  are 
authorized  to  lay  vessels  at  the  westerly  side,  and  at  the  end 
of  their  wharf,  and  to  receive  wharfage  and  dockage  there- 
for.    This  act  shall  take  eftect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Sect.  2.     The  Boston  Wharf  Company  shall  pay  their  pro-  company  to  pay 

„,  „         ,.  1  •  j_  p        \    •      Pi'oportiou  of  ex- 

portion  01  the  expenses  oi  making  the  excavations  set  lortu  in  penses. 
the  fifth  section  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  chapter 
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of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  said  pro- 
portion to  be  assessed  by  the  commissioner  appointed  under 
said  act,  and  shall  build  such  avenues  or  streets  as  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  may,  within  five  years, 
direct,  on  property  thus  made  at  their  own  expense. 
Company  not  to  Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  not  authorize  said  company  to 
orflats'i  take  and  hold  any  land  or  flats  lying  in  front  of  the  land 

or  flats  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  or  which  shall  not 
be  embraced  between  the  true  lines  of  its  estate,  extended 
as  they  shall  be  defined  by  the  supreme  judicial  court.  [4;?- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  456     An  Act  to  authorize  the  Western  Railroad  Corporation  to  issue  Bonds. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Authorized  toi£-  Sect.  1.  The  Western  Railroad  Corporation  is  author- 
8ue^$i,oou,ouo  .^^^  ^^  issue  their  scrip,  commonly  called  bonds,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  expressed  in  United  States  or  sterling  currency,  or  both, 
and  to  secure  the  whole,  or  any  portion,  of  said  bonds  by  a 
morto;age,  in  fee  simple,  of  the  Western  Railroad  and  its 
equipments  and  appurtenances. 
D'rectors  to  de-      Sect.  2.     Said  bonds  may  be  of  such  denominations,  may 

termine   dPnomi-  ,  iii  li-  >•  i  ^  l  n    • 

nati.n,  time  of  bc  pavablc  at  such  time  or  times,  may  bear  such  rate  ot  in- 

pavment,  rate  of,'*^.,  ,,  -,  -,  ,  ,  •     ,      -i 

interest,  etc.  tcrcst,  cvidcnccd  by  coupoHS  anncxcd,  and  may  be  negotiated 
upon  such  terms  as  the  directors  of  said  corporation  shall 
determine.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

ChctV  457      -^^  ^^^  ^°^  ^^^  better  protection  of  Orchards,  Nurseries,  Gardens,  &c. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Punishment  for  Sect.  1.  Evciy  persou  who  shall  wilfuUy  aud  maliciously 
ste^g'traitretc'.  cutcr  any  orchard,  nursery,  garden,  or  cranberry  meadow, 
and  take  away,  mutilate  or  destroy  any  tree,  shrub  or  vine, 
or  steal,  take  and  carry  away  any  fruit  or  flower,  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment,  in  the  house  of 
correction,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  months. 
Inconsistent  acts  Sect.  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  providing  for  the  Maintenance  of  Wives  whose  Husbands  are  Chcip.  458 
under  Guardianship  for  Idiocy  or  Insanity. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rejyresenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     The  wife  of  any  person  under  "•uardianship  for  wiic   of  insane 

,  .  .  if>i  -I       •  1  husb.-ind  to  liave 

loiocv  or  insanity,  may  have  tor  her  support  durinfr  the  con- ce-'hird  pan  of 

•^  J  7  J  ^  n,  ^  -^8l  and  personal 

tinuauce  of  such  guardianship,  the  use  of  onc-third  part  of«"'ate,etc. 
her  husband's  property,  both  real  and  personal ;  said  third 
to  be  assigned  to  her  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
judge  of  probate,  whenever  she  shall  petition  for  the  same. 

ISect.  2.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  so  as  to^'iiis  act  not  to 

o  prevent  enjoyinij 

prevent  such  wife  from  enjoying  the  means  now  provided  by  "tiier means, 
statute  for  her  support.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
21,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Chcip.  459 

Society." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  is  hereby  «<;'"a"5,V,f,'',uT^' 

.'  .'  estate,  SUIO.'JOO. 

authorized  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  in  addition  to 
its  library,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  certain  persons  by  the  name  of  the  American  Hos-  Chap.  460 
pital  and  Home  for  Surgery. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  That  Samuel  Nicolson,  Joseph  S.  Jones,  Charles  corporators. 
E.  Buckingham,  Joseph  West,  John  C.  Htibbard,  Moses 
Kimball  and  Thomas  E.  Chickering,  together  with  such  other 
persons  as  may  hereafter  be  admitted  members  of  the  cor- 
poration hereinafter  created,  according  to  the  by-laws  there- 
of, be,  and  they  hereby  are,  incorporated  and  made  a  body 
corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Hospital  and  Home  Name. 
for  Surgery,  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and 
shall  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  to  be  by  them  devised, 
altered,  and  renewed,  at  their  pleasure. 

Sect.  2.     And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  corpo-  May  iioid  iand», 
ration  may  take  and  hold  any  grants  and  devises  of  lands 
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and  tenements,  and  any  donations,  bequests,  or  subscriptions 
of  money  or  other  property  to  be  used  in  the  erection, 
establishment,  support  and  maintenance   of  a  hospital  for 

proTiso.  '  gici^  persons,  and  for  the  operations  of  surgery :  pi^ovided, 
that  the  whole  amount,  so  held,  of  estate,  real,  personal,  or 
mixed,  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Officers,  etc.  Sect.  3.     And  bc  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  corpo- 

ration may,  at  their  first  or  any  subsequent  meeting,  choose 
all  necessary  and  convenient  ofiicers,  who  shall  have  such 
■  powers  and  authorities  as  the  said  corporation  may  think 
proper  to  prescribe  and  grant  to  them,  and  who  shall  be 
elected  in  such  manner  and  for  such  periods  of  time  as  the 
by-laws  of  the  said  corporation  may  provide.     And  said 

Bylaws,  corporatlou  may  further  make  and  establish  such  by-laws 

and  regulations  for  the  internal  government  and  economy 
of  the  hospital  as  they  may  think  proper,  not  repugnant  to 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

May  change  name      Sect.  4.     And  bc  it  furthcr  cnactcd,  that  it  shall  be  law- 

01  corporation.  ,  '  •  «      i 

ful  for  the  said  corporation,  at  any  general  meeting  ot  the 
members  thereof,  to  alter  or  change  the  name  of  said  cor- 
poration, by  substituting  therefor  the  name  of  any  distin- 
guished benefactor. 
Firgt rneetins,  Sect.  5.  And  bc  it  further  enacted,  that  Samuel  Nicol- 
son  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  call  the  first  meeting  of 
said  corporation,  by  notification,  and  therein  to  appoint  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting.  [Approved  hy  the  Governor, 
May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  461    An  Act  to  apportion  and  assess  a  Tax  of  Four  Hundred  and  Forty-nine 
Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Eiglity-six  Dollars  and  Fifty  Cents. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assemMed,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  saine,  as  follows  : 
state  tax  assessea  Sect.  1.  Each  city  or  towu  hereinafter  named  within 
|«9!986.'5'o^  **  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  assessed  and  pay  the  several 
sums  with  which  they  stand  respectively  charged  in  the  fol- 
lowiuo;  schedule : — 
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SCHEDULE 


SUFFOLK    COUNTY. 


Boston,  . 
Chelsea,  . 
North  Chelsea, 


One  hundred  forty-eight  thousand  thirty-six 

dollars  and  fifty  cents,    ....  $148,036  50 

Two  thousand  six  hundred  forty-six  dol- 
lars,         2,646  00 

Five    hundred    eighty    dollars     and    fifty 

cents, 580  50 


$151,263  00 


ESSEX    COUNTY. 


Amesbury, 

Andover,  . 

Beverly,   . 

Boxford,  . 

Bradford, . 

Danvers,  . 

Essex, 

Georgetown, 

Gloucester, 

Groveland, 

Hamilton, 

Haverhill, 

Ipswich,   . 

Lawrence, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 


Eight  hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  sixteen   dol 

lars  and  fifty  cents. 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  thirty-two  dol 

lars  and  fifty  cents, 
Four  hundred   eighteen   dollars   and   fifty 

cents, 

Three  hundred  six  dollars. 

Two  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-three  dol 

lars  and  fifty  cents, 
Five  hundred  tour  dollars,  . 

Five  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-nine  dol- 
lars,         

Three  hundred  thirty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Three  hundred  forty-six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  twenty-two 
dollars  and  fifty  cenis,     .         .         .         . 

Eight  hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Four  thousand  four  hundred  fifty-nine  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  .... 

Three  thousand  four  hundred  seventy-eight 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,     .... 

Two  hundred  seventy-nine  dollars, 

Four  hundred  twenty-three  dollars,     . 


$859  50 

2,416  50 

1,732  50 

418  50 
306  00 


2,623  50 
504  00 


589  50 
1,989  00 

337  50 

346  50 
1,822  50 

859  50 

4,459  50 

3,478  50 
279  00 

423  00 
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ESSEX— Continued. 


Marblehead,     . 

One    thousand    six    hundred   fifty-six  dol- 

lars,          

$1,656  00 

Methuen, 

Eight  hundred  forty-one  dollars  and   fifty 

cents, 

841  50 

Middleton, 

Two  hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

247  50 

Newbury, 

Five  hundred  seventeen   dollars   and  fifty 

cents, 

517  50 

Newburyport,  . 

Four  thousand  one  hundred  eighty  dollars 

and  fifty  cents, 

4,180  50 

Rockport, 

Six  hundred  twenty-one  dollars, ... 

621  00 

Rowley,   . 

Three  hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

364  50 

Salem, 

Nine   thousand   nine   hundred   ninety-nine 

dollars, 

9,999  00 

Salisbury, 

Eight  hundred  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

832  50 

Saugus,    . 

Four  hundred  nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

409  50 

Topsfield, 

Three  hundred  seventy-eight  dollars,  . 

378  00 

Wenharn, 

Three  hundred  ten  dollars  and  fifty  cents,     . 

310  50 

West  Newbury, 

Four  hundred  seventy-seven  dollars,  . 

477  00 

$44,280  00 

MIDDLESEX      COUNTY. 


Acton, 

Four  hundred  fifty  dollars, .... 

$450  00 

Ashby,     . 

Four  hundred  fifty-nine  dollars,  . 

459  00 

Ashland,  . 

Three  hundred  fifty-one  dollars,  . 

351  00 

Bedford,  . 

Two  hundred  eighty-eight  dollars. 

288  00 

Billerica,  . 

Six  hundred  sixty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

661  50 

Boxborough,     . 

Brighton, 

Burlington, 

One  hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  thousand  two  hundred  twentj^-four  dol- 
lars,         

Two  hundred  twenty-five  dollars. 

184  50 

1,224  00 
225  00 

Cambridge, 

Carlisle,   . 

Seven  thousand  seven  hundred  eighty-five 

dollars, 

Two  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

7,785  00 
2.56  50 

Charlestown,     . 

Six  thousand  five  hundred  eighty-eight  dol- 
lars,       .~ 

6,588  00 
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Chelmsford, 
Concord,  . 
Dracut,     . 
Dunstable, 
Framingham,    . 
Groton,     . 
Holliston, 
Ilopkinton, 
Lexington, 
Lincoln,    . 
Littleton,  . 
Lowell,    . 
Maiden,    . 
Marlborough,    . 
Medford,  . 
Melrose,   . 
Natick,     . 
Newton,   . 
Pepperell, 
Reading,  . 
Sherborn, 
Shirley,    . 
Somerville, 
South  Reading, 
Stoneham, 
Stow, 
Sudbury,  . 


Seven  hundred  fifty-six  dollars,  . 
Nine  hundred  sixty-three  dollars, 

Five  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Two  hundred  seventy-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  thousand  four  hundred  seventy-six 
dollars, 

One  thousand  eighty  dollars. 

Six  hundred  ninety-three  dollars. 

Seven  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Eight  hundred  ninety-one  dollars. 

Three  hundred  sixty  dollars, 

Three  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars, 

Twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  six  dollars. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  fifty  dollars, 

Nine  hundred  sixty-three  dollars. 

One   thousand   eight   hundred   twenty-two 

dollars  and  fifty  cents,     .         .         .         . 

Four  hundred  five  dollars,  .         .         .         . 

Seven  hundred  ninety-six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  eighty  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  .         .         .        • 

Five  hundred  ninety-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Nine  hundred  nine  dollars. 

Four  hundred  five  dollars,  .... 

Four  hundred  forty-five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,     ....... 

One  thousand  five  hundred  forty-eight  dol- 
lars,         

Six  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars,  . 

Four  hundred  fifty-nine  dollars,  . 

Four  hundred  ninety  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Seven  hundred  two  dollars. 


$756  00 
963  00 

562  50 

274  50 

1,476  00 
1,080  00 

693  00 


769  50 
891  00 

360  00 

369  00 

12,906  00 

1,350  00 

963  00 

1,822  50 

405  00 

796  50 

2,380  50 

598  50 
909  00 

405  00 

445  50 

1,548  CO 
639  00 

459  00 

490  50 
702  00 


49 
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Tewksbuiy, 

Townsend, 

Tyngsborough, 

Waltharn, 

Watertown, 

Waylaiul, 

W.  Cambridge, 

Westford, 

Weston,  . 

f 

Wilraiiigton,     . 

Winchester, 
Woburn,  . 


Four  hundred  seventy-seven  dollars. 

Six  hundred  seventy-five  dollars, 

Three  liundred  sixty-nine  dollars. 

Two  thousand  eighty-eight  dollars, 

One  thousand  seven  hundred  nineteen  dol 

lars,         

Three  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars 

One  thousand  two  hundred  thirty-nine  dol 

lars  and  fifty  cents. 
Six  hundred  tAventy-one  dollars, 

Five  hundred  forty  dollars. 

Three   hundred   nineteen  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Five  hundred  thirteen  dollars,     . 

One  thousand    five   hundred  seven  dollars 
and  fifty  cents, 


$477  00 

675  00 

369  00 

2,088  00 

1,719  00 

387  00 

1,239  50 
621  00 

540  00 


319  50 
513  00 


1,507  50 


$63,940  50 


WORCESTER     COUNTY 


AshburHham, 

Athol, 

Auburn,   . 

Barre, 

Berlin, 

Blackstone, 

Bolton, 

Boylston, 

Brookfield, 

Charlton,  . 

Clinton,    . 


Five   hundred  sixty-two   dollars  and   fifty 

cents, 

Five  hundred  forty-nine  dollars. 

Three  hundred  twenty-four  dollars. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  eleven  dollars 

and  fifty  cents. 
Two  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

One  thousand  four  hundred  four  dollars, 

Four   hundred   eighteen    dollars    and  fifty 

cents, 

Three  hundred  fifty-one  dollars, 

Five  hundred  twenty-two  dollars, 

Seven  hundred  forty-seven  dollars. 

Seven  hundred  thirty-eight  dollars, 


$562  50 
549  00 

324  00 


1,111  50 


229  50 
,404  00 

418  50 
351  00 

522  00 

747  00 

738  00 
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Dana, 
Douglas,  . 
Dudley,    . 
Fitchburg, 
Gardner,  . 
Grafton,    . 
Hardwick, 
Harvard,  . 
Holden,    . 
Hubbardston,    . 
Lancaster, 
Leicester, 
Leominster, 
Lunenburg, 
Mendon,  . 
Milford,    . 
Millbury, 
New  Braintree, 
N.  Brookfield,  . 
Northborough, 
Northbridge,     . 
Oakham,  . 
Oxford,     . 
Paxton,     . 
Petersham, 
Philiipston, 
Princeton, 


One  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars, 
Five  hundred  sixty-seven  dollars. 
Five  hundred  thirteen  dollars,     . 

One  thousand  six   hundred  forty-two  dol 

lars  and  fifty  cents. 
Four  hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

One  thousand  one  hundred  twenty  dollars 

and  fifty  cents,        .... 
Six  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars, 

I  Five  hundred  ninety-four  dollars. 

Six  hundred  twenty-five   dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Five  hundred  thirty-one  dollars, 

Five  hundred  thirty-one  dollars, 

Nine  hundred  forty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

One  thousand  seventeen  dollars. 

Four  hundred  ninety-five"  dollars. 

Five  hundred  twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, . 

One  thousand  ninety-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Eight  hundred  twenty-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Four  hundred  nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Five   hundred  fifty-three   dollars   and  fifty 

cents, 

Five  hundred  four  dollars. 

Five  hundred  forty-nine  dollars, 

Three  hundred  thirty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Seven  hundred  seventy-eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents, 

Two  hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Six  hundred  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

Two  hundred  ninety-seven  dollars, 
Four  hundred  eighty-six  dollars, 


$189  00 

567  00 

513  00 

1,642  50 

463  50 

1,120  50 
639  00 

504  00 


625 
531 

50 
00 

531 

00 

940  50 

1,017 

00 

495 

00 

526  50 

1,093  50 

823  50 

409  50 

553  50 

504  00 

549  00 

337  50 

778  50 

247  50 
616  50 

297  00 

486  00 
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Royalston, 
Rutland,  . 
Shrewsbury, 
Southborough,  . 
Southb  ridge,     . 
Spencer,  . 
Sterling,  . 
Sturbridge, 
Sutton,     . 
Templeton, 
Upton, 
Uxbridge, 
Warren,  • 
Webster, . 
W.  Boylston,   . 
W.  Brookfield, 
Westborough,  . 
Westminster,    . 
Winchendon,   . 
Worcester, 


Five  hundred  ninety-four  dollars. 

Four  hundred  fourteen  dollars,   . 

Six  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

Four  hundred  eighty-one  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Nine  hundred  dollars, 

Six  hundred  eighty-four  dollars, 

Six  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

Six  hundred  seventy-five  dollars. 

Seven  hundred  ninety -two  dollars,     ,. 

Seven  hundred  eleven  dollars,    . 

Five  hundred  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Eight  hundred  ninety-qne  dollars, 

Five  hundred  forty-nine  dollars, 

Six  hundred  fifty-seven  dollars,  . 

Four  hundred  forty-five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Four  hundred  twenty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Six  hundred  thirty  dollars, 

Six  hundred  three  dollars,  .  .  .  . 
Seven  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
Eight  thousand  four  hundred  six  dollars. 


$594  00 

414  00 

630  00 

481  50 
900  CO 

684  00 

630  00 

675  00 

792  00 

711  00 

517  50 

891  00 

549  00 

657  00 

445  50 


427  50 
630  00 

603  00 

760  50 

8,406  00 

$44,446  50 


HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY. 


Amherst,  .         .  '  Nine  hundred  thirty-one   dollars  and  fifty  j 

cents, :      $931  50 

Belchertown,    .    Six  hundred  ninty-seven   dollars  and  fiftv  | 

cents, ".I         697  50 

Three  hundred  ten  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  .  310  50 


Chesterfield, 
Cummington, 


Three  hundred  fifteen  dollars. 


315  CO 
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Easthampton,    . 

Three  hundred  forty-two  dollars. 

$342  00 

Enfield,    . 
Goshen,    . 
Granby,    . 
Greenwich, 

Three  hundred  fifty-five   dollars   and   fifty 
cents, 

One  hundred  forty-eight   dollars   and  fifty 
cents, 

Three   hundred  nineteen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  hundred  ninety-eight  dollars. 

355  50 

148  50 

319  50 
198  00 

Hadley,    . 

Seven  hundred  eleven  dollars,    . 

711  00 

Hatfield,  . 
Middlefield,      . 

Five  hundred  thirty-five   dollars   and  fifty 

cents, 

Two  hundred  forty-three  dollars. 

535  50 
243  00 

Northampton,   . 
Norwich, . 

One  thousand   nine  hundred   seventy-one 

dollars, 

Two   hundred  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

1,971  00 
202  50 

Pelham,    . 
Plainfiekl, 

One  hundred  ninety-three  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Two  hundred  thirty-four  dollars. 

193  50 
234  00 

Prescott,  . 

Two  hundred  two  dollars   and  fifty  cents. 

202  50 

South  Hadley,  . 

Five  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars, 

5G9  00 

Southampton,    , 
Ware, 

Three  hundred  nineteen  dollars   and  fifty 

cents, 

Nine  hundred  thirty-six  dollars. 

319  50 
936  00 

Westhampton,  . 
Williamsburg,  . 

One  hundred  eighty-four   dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Five  hundred  twenty-two  dollars, 

184  50 
522  00 

Worthington,    . 

Three  hundred  fifty-five   dollars   and  fifty 
cents, 

355  50 

$10,795  50 

HAMPDEN     COUNTY. 


Blandford, 

Four  hundred  thirty-two  dollars. 

. 

$432  00 

Brimfield, 

Five  hundred  thirty-one  dollars, 

. 

531  00 

Chester,    . 

Three  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars, 

369  00 

Chicopee, 

Two  thousand  seven  hundred  four 
and  fifty  cents. 

dollars 

2,704  50 
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Granville, 
Holland,  . 
Holyoke,  . 
Longmeadow,  . 
Ludlow,    . 
Monson,  . 
Montgomery,    . 
Palmer,    . 
Russell,    . 
Southwick, 
Springfield, 
Tolland,  . 
VValea,     . 
W.  Springfield, 
Westfield, 
Wilbraham, 


Three  hundred   twenty-eight    dollars   and 

fifty  cents, 

One  hundred  seventeen  dollars. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  forty-nine  dol 
lars,        ...... 

Six  hundred  thirty-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,      ...... 

Three  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars. 

Seven  hundred  forty-two   dollars   and  fifty 

cents, 

One  hundred  thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Nine  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars, 

One  hundred  forty-four  dollars,  . 

Four  hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Four  thousand  nine  hundred  ninety  dollars 
and  fifty  cents,        .... 

One  hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  hundred  eighty  dollars. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  sixty  dollars, 

One   thousand   two  hundred  seventy-three 

dollars  and  fifty  cents,     . 
Seven  hundred  twenty  dollars,  . 


$328  50 
117  00 

1,449  00 

634  50 
369  00 

742  50 
130  50 

999  00 

144  00 

418  50 

4,990  50 

166  50 
180  00 

1,260  00 


1,273  50 
720  00 


$17,959  50 


FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 


Ashfield,  . 

Four  hundred  thirty-two  dollars, 

$432  00 

Bernardston,     . 

Three  hundred  one  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

301  50 

Buckland, 

Two  hundred  eleven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

211  50 

Charlemont, 

Three  hundred  six  dollars, 

306  00 

Coleraine, 

Five  hundred  twenty-two  dollars, 

522  00 

Conway,  . 
Deerfield, 

Five  hundred  fifty-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Eight  hundred  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

553  50 
814  50 

1855. — Chapter  4S1. 

FRANKLIN— Co>-Ti.\cED. 


883 


Erving,     . 

One  hundred  thirty-five  dollars, 

, 

$135  00 

Gill, 
Greenfield, 

Two  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and 

cents, 

Eight  hundred  fifty-five  dollars. 

fifty 

229  50 
855  00 

Hawley,  . 
Heath,      . 

Two  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and 

cents, 

Two  hundred  sixteen  dollars. 

fifty 

229  50 
216  00 

Leverett, 
Leyden,    . 

Two  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 

cents,     .  0 

One  hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

229  50 
166  50 

Monroe, 

Fifty-four  dollars,        .... 

54  00 

Montague, 

Three  hundred  seventy-eight  dollars, 

378  00 

New  Salem,     . 

Three  hundred  forty-two  dollars. 

342  00 

Northfield, 

Five  hundred  eighty-five  dollars, 

585  00 

Orange,    . 
Rowe, 

Five  hundred   fifty-three   dollars  and 

cents, 

One  hundred  eighty  dollars. 

fifty 

553  50 
180  00 

Shelburne, 

Three  hundred  seventy-eight  dollars, 

• 

378  00 

Shutesbury, 

Two  hundred  eleven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

211  50 

Sunderland, 

Two  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

256  50 

Warwick, 

Three  hundred  sixty  dollars. 

• 

360  00 

Wendell, 

Three  hundred  fifteen  dollars,    . 

. 

315  00 

Whately, . 

Three  hundred  sixty  dollars, 

• 

360  00 

$9,175  50 

BERKSHIRE     COUNTY 


Adams, 
Alford,     , 
Becket,     , 
Cheshire, 


One  thousand  four  hundred  fifty-three  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  .         ,         .         . 

One  hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Two  hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Four  hundred  twenty-three  dollars, 


$1,453  50 

175  50 

283  50 
423  00 
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Clarksburg, 

Dalton,     . 

Egremont, 

Florida,    . 

Gt.  Barrington, . 

Hancock, 

Hinsdale, 

Lanesborough, 

Lee, 

Lenox, 

Monterey, 

Mt.  Washington 

New  Ashford,  . 

New  Marlboro', 

Otis, 

Peru, 

Pittsfield, 

Richmond, 

Sandisfield, 

Savoy, 

Sheffield,  .    '     . 

Stockbridge,     . 

Tyringham, 

Washington,     . 

W.  Stockbridge, 

Williamstown, . 

Windsor, 


Eighty-one  dollars, 

Three  hundred  fifty-five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Three  hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  hundred  twenty-six  dollars. 

One  thousand  thirty-five  dollars. 

Two  hundred  seventy-nine  dollars, 

Three  hundred  tliirty-three  dollars,     . 

Four   hundred  nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Eight  hundred  nineteen  dollars, . 

•Four    hundred    twenty-seven   dollars   and 

fifty  cents, 

One  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars, 

Eighty-one  dollars,      .... 

Seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Four  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

T i\o  hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  hundred  sixty-two  dollars,  . 

Two  thousand  eighty-eight  dollars,     . 

Two  hundred  ninety-seven  dollars. 

Four  hundred  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  . 

One  hundred  seventy-one  dollars. 

Eight  hundred   seventy-seven   dollars  and 

fifty  cents,      ..... 
Five  hundred  eighty  dollars  and  fifty  cents 

Two  hundred  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Two  hundred  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Four  hundred  sixty-three    dollars  and   fifty 

cents, 

Seven  hundred  seventy-four  dollars,    . 

Two  hundred  fifty-two  dollars,    . 


Bellingham, 

Braintree, 

Brookline, 

Canton,    . 

Cohasset, 

Dedham,  . 

Dorchester, 

Dover, 

Foxborough, 

Franklin, 

Medfield, 

Med  way,  . 

Milton,     . 

Needham, 

Quincy,    . 

Randolph, 

Roxbury, . 

Sharon,    . 

Stoughton, 

Walpole,  . 

Weymouth, 

Wrentham, 
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Four  hundred  fourteen  dollars,   . 

Eight  hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Three  thousand  seven  hundred  thirty-nine 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,     .         .         .         • 

One  thousand  forty-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Five  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,     . 

Two  ttiousand  two  hundred  fifty-four  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  .... 

Four  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty-seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,     .... 

Two  hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Five  hundred  thirty-one  dollars, 

Five  hundred  twenty-two  dollars. 
Three  hundred  sixty  dollars,       .         . 

Seven  hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  thousand  two  hundred  seventy-three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,    .... 

Six  hundred  fifty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

One  thousand  six  hundred  eighty-three  dol- 
lars,         

One  thousand  four  hundred  four  dollars, 

Nine  thousand  nine  hundred  eighteen  dol- 
lars,         

Four  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, . 

Nine  hundred  thirty-six  dollars. 

Six  hundred  thirty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

One  thousand    four  hundred  eight   dollars 

and  fifty  cents, 

Nine  hundred  dollars,         .... 
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8414  00 


859  50 

3,739  50 

1,048  50 

589  50 

2,254  50 

4,927  50 

238  50 
531  00 

522  00 

360  00 

742  50 

1,273  50 
652  50 


1,683  00 
1,404  CO 


9,918  00 

436  50 
936  00 

634  50 


1,408  50 
900  00 


$35,473  50 


BRISTOL    COUNTY 


Attleborough,  . 
Berkley,   . 


Nine  hundred  eighteen  dollars. 
Two  hundred  twenty-five  dollars. 


$918  00 
225  00 


60 
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Dartmouth, 
Dighton,  . 
Easton,     . 
Fairhaven, 
Fall  River, 
Freetown, 
Mansfield, 
New  Bedford, 
Norton,    . 
Pawtucket 
Raynham, 
Rehoboth, 
Seekonk, . 
Somerset, 
Swanzey, 
Taunton,  . 
Westport, 
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One    thousand   seven  hundred    thirty-two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,    .... 
Four  hundred  thirty-two  dollars, 

Six  hundred  three  dollars. 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  seventy-six 
dollars,  ...... 

Four  thousand  six  hundred  seventy-five 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,     .         .         .         . 

Four  hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Three  hundred  fifty-one  dollars. 

Ten  thousand  four  hundred  seventeen  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  .         .         .         . 
Five  hundred  seventy-six  dollars, 

Eight  hundred  five  dollars  and   fifty  cents, 

Four  hundred  fourteen  dollars,    . 

Five  hundred  seventy-one  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,      . 

Five  hundred  seventy-one  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Three  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars. 

Four  hundred  twenty-seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,       ...... 

Three  thousand  nineteen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

One  thousand  one  hundred  twenty-five  dol- 
lars,         


$1,732  50 
432  00 

603  00 


2,376  00 

4,675  50 

454  50 
351  00 

10,417  50 
576  00 

805  50 

414  00 

571  50 


571  50 
369  00 

427  50 

3,019  50 

1,125  00 

$30,064  50 

PLYMO»UTH    COUNTY. 


Abington, 

Bridgewater,    . 

Carver, 

Duxbury, 

E.  Bridgewater, 

Halifax,    . 


One   thousand  three  hundred  dollars  and 

fifty  cents, 

Nine  hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Two  hundred  ninety-two   dollars   and  fifty 

cents, 

Eight  hundred  sixty-eight  dollars  and  fifty 

cents, 

Six  hundred  eighty-four  dollars. 

Two  hundred  sixteen  dollars. 


$1,300  50 

967  50 

292  50 

868  50 
684  00 

216  00 
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Hanover,  . 

Hanson,    . 

Hingham, 

Hull, 

Kingston, 

Marshfield, 

Middleborough, 

N.  Bridgewater, 

Pembroke, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Rochester, 

Scituate,  . 

S.  Scituate, 

Wareham, 

W.  Bridgewater, 


Four  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

Three  hundred  fifteen  dollars,     . 

One  thousand  two  hundred  ninety-one  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,          .         .         .         . 
Ninety  dollars, 

Six  hundred  sixty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

Five  hundred  twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,      ....... 

One  thousand  three  hundred  fifty-fiaur  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  .... 

Nine  hundred  thirty-one  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Three  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars. 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  sixty-six  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  .... 

Two  hundred  seventy-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Nine  hundred  ninety-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Five  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Five  hundred  ninety-four  dollars. 

Seven  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents, 

Four  hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 


$450  00 
315  00 


1,291  50 
90  CO 

661  50 


526  50 

1,354  50 

931  50 
369  00 

1,966  50 

274  50 

994  50 

562  50 
594  00 

787  50 

418  50 

$15,916  50 

BARNSTABLE    COUNTY 


Barnstable, 
Brewster, 
Chatham, . 
Dennis,  . 
Eastliani,  . 
Falmouth, 
Harwich, . 


One  thousand  two  hundred  sixty-nine  dol- 
lars,        ....... 

Two  hundred  ninety-seven  dollars. 

Four  hundred   forty-five   dollars   and  fifty 

cents, 

Six  hundred  ninety-three  dollars, 

One  hundred  seventy-one  dollars. 

Seven  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars  and  fifty 

cents,     .        . 

Five  hundred  eight  dollars  and  •fifty  cents. 


$1,269  00 
297  00 


445  50 
693  00 

171  00 


769  50 
508  50 
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Orleans,   . 

Provincetown, 

Sandwich, 

Truro,       . 

Wellfleet, 

Yarmouth, 


Three  hundred  six  dollars, 

Eight  hundred  tliirty-seven  dollars,     . 

One  thousand  one  hundred  seven  dollars,     . 

Three  hundred  fifty-five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Three  hundred  nineteen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,     .         .         .... 

Six  hundred  twenty-one  dollars, 


$306  00 

837  00 

1,107  00 

355  50 

319  50 
621  00 

$7,699  50 


DUKES    COUNTY. 


Chilmark, 
Edgartown, 
Tisbury,  . 


Three  hundred  fifty-five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Five  hundred  fifty-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 

Four  hundred  seventy-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents, 


$355  50 

553  50 

472  50 

!1,381  50 


NANTUCKET    COUNTY, 


Nantucket, 


Three  thousand  four  hundred  eighty-seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,     .... 


$3,487  50 
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RECAPITULATION 


Suffolk  County,    . 
Essex  County, 
Middlesex  County, 
Worcester  County, 
Hampshirfe  County, 
Hampden  County, 
Franklin  County, 
Berkshire  County, 
Norfolk  County,  , 
Bristol  County,     . 
Plymouth  County, 
Barnstable  County, 
Dukes  County,     . 
Nantucket  County, 

Total, 


One  hundred  fifty-one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred sixtv-three  dollars. 

Forty-four  thousand  two  hundred  eighty 
dollars,        ...... 

Sixty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  forty 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Forty-four  thousand  four  hundred  forty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty  cents,    . 

Ten  thousand  seven  hundred  ninety-five 
dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

Seventeen  thousand  nine  hundred  fifiy- 
nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents, . 

Nine  thousand  one  hundred  seventy-five 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Fourteen  thousand  one  hundred  three  dol- 
lars,     

Thirty-five  thousand  fourhundred  seventy- 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Thirty  thousand  sixty-four  dollars  and 
fifty  cents, 

Fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  sixteen 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Seven  thousand  six  hundred  ninety-nine 
dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

One  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-one 
dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

Three  thousand  four  hundred  eighty -seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Four  hundred  forty-nine  thousand  nine 
hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 


$151,263  00 

44,280  00 

63,940  50 

44,446  50 

10,795  50 

17,959  50 

9,175  50 

14,103  00 

35,473  50 

30,064  50 

15,916  50 

7,699  50 

1,381  50 

3,487  50 


$149,986  50 


Sect.  2.      The  treasurer  of   this    Commonwealth    shall  Xrran?s'"*?i''s"e- 
forthwith  send  his  warrant,  with  a  copy  of  this  act,  directed  ^®'^^™^'''^*'^- 
to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  city  or  town  taxed  as 
aforesaid,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess  the  sum  so 
charged,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  to  add  the  amount  of  such  tax 
to  the  amount  of  town  and  county  taxes  to  be  assessed  by   . 
them,  respectively,  in  each  city  or  town. 

Sect.  3.     The  treasurer,  in  his  said  warrant,  shall  require  Treasurer 

.  '  '.-i.      quire  pav.. 

the  said   selectmen  or  assessors  to  pay,  or  to  issue  their  {j^^'ism? 
several  warrant  or  warrants  requiring  the  treasurers  of 
their  several  cities  or  towns  to  pay  to  said  treasurer  of  the 
CoQimonwealth,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  the  sums  against  said 


r  to  re- 
ment  on 
Decern- 
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Selectmen  to  re- Qities  01'  towus,  respectivelv,  in  this  act  contained:  and  the 

turn      names     of  '^  •iiii  •/• 

treasurers,  etc.  selectmen  01*  asscssoFs,  rcspectivelj,  shall  return  a  certificate 
of  the  names  of  such  treasurers,  with  the  sum  which  each 
may  be  required  to  collect,  to  the  said  treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth,  some  time  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next. 

Delinquent  Sect.  4.     If  thc  amouut  due   from  any  city  or  town  as 

to^^ns  to  pav  one  •/  *' 

addiuiua["°"^''  provided  in  this  act  shall  not  have  been  paid  to  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Commonwealth  within  the  time  specified,  then  the 
said  treasurer  shall  notify  the  treasurer  of  such  delinquent 
city  or  town,  who  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  addition  to  the  tax,  such  further  sum  as  would 
be  equal  to  one  per  cent,  per  month  during  such  delin- 
quency, dating-  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  December  next. 
Sect.  5._  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  462  An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  of  the  State  Loan  to 
the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Treasurer  may       Sect.  1.     Thc  trcasurcr  of  thc  Commouwcalth  is  hereby 

sell  scrip  issiipcl  ■,.-,-,  ^  -,••  f      ^  i 

under  act  01 1854,  authorizcd,  under  the  direction  oi  the  governor  and  conn- 
cil,  and  in  concurrence  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Norwich 
and  Worcester  Railroad  company,  to  make  sale,  at  any  time 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  of  the  whole  or  any 
portion  of  the  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be  issued, 
under  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  chapter  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  in  the  manner  and  form  prescribed  in 

Proviso.  gai(j  act ;  provided,  however,  that  the  proceeds  of  such  sale 

can  be  used,  without  material  loss  of  interest,  to  anticipate 
the  payment  or  purchase  of  the  scrip  which  this  is  issued 
to  redeem,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-seven,  or  any  obligations  of  the  Commonwealth  falling 
due  on  or  before  that  date. 

ritiirpVrchS;      Sect.  2.     The  interest  on  the   securities  purchased  as 

how  appropriated  abovc  provided,  shall  be  held  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  scrip  sold,  until  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dren  and  fifty-seven,  after  which  the  same  is  to  be  paid  by 
the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  as  provided 
in  thc  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  above  referred 
to.      ]^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Chicopee.  Chap.  463 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     A  police  court  is  liereby  established  in  the  town  court  established 
oF  Chicopee,  to  consist  of  one  competent  and  discreet  per- 
son, to   be   appointed   and  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
pursuant  to  the  constitution,  as  standing  justice. 

Sect.  2,  The  said  court  shall  have  original  and  exclusive  Jarismction. 
jurisdiction  over  all  crimes,  offences  and  misdemeanors  com- 
mitted within  said  town  of  Chicopee,  whereof  justices  of 
the  peace  have  now,  or  may  have,  jurisdiction ;  also  of  all 
suits  and  actions  which  may  now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter, 
be  heard,  tried  and  determined  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  county  of  Hampden,  whenever  all  the  parties 
shall  reside  in  Chicopee,  and  service  of  the  writ  is  had  on 
the  defendant  in  said  county.  The  said  court  shall  have 
original  and  concurrent  jurisdiction,  with  justices  of  the 
peace  in  the  county  of  Hampden,  over  all  crimes,  offences 
and  misdemeanors,  whereof  justices  of  the  peace  within  the 
county  of  Hampden  now  have,  or  may  have,  jurisdiction; 
also  of  all  suits  and  actions  withjn  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  Hampden. 

Sect.  3.  An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  all  judgments  Appeal  allowed. 
of  said  police  court,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent, 
that  appeals  are  now  allowed  by  law  from  judgments  of 
justices  of  the  peace ;  and  the  justice  of  the  said  police  court 
shall  not  be  counsel  to  any  party  in  any  cause  which  may  be 
pending  in  said  court. 

Sect.  4.     All  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  all  costs  in  crimi-  Fines, forfeitures, 

'    ,  .       .  etc.,     how     ac- 

nal  prosecutions,  which  shall  be  received  by,  or  paid  into ''<"">*^'^*o'"- 
the  hands  of,  the  justice  of  said  court,  shall  be  by  him  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  over  to  the  same  persons,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  are  by  law  pre- 
scribed in  the  case  of  justices  of  the  peace.  All  costs  in 
such  prosecutions  not  thus  received,  shall  be  made  up,  taxed, 
certified  and  allowed,  and  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  in  cases  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  5.     The  justice  of  said  court  shall  retain  to  his  own  salary  of  justice, 
use  all  fees  by  him  received  or  which  now  accrue  to  justices 
of  the  peace  in  civil  actions  and  criminal  prosecutions,  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  assigned  to  him  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act:  provided,  that  he  shall  not  retain  for  ^■■°'*''so, 
his  services,  in  criminal  prosecutions,  a  sum  exceeding  three 


where  to  be  held. 
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hundred  dollars  annually,  but  shall  pay  over  to  the  county 
treasurer  all  fees  received  by  him  in  criminal  prosecutions 
over  and  above  that  sum. 

Court, when^ and  Sect.  6.  A  court  shall  bc  held  by  said  justice  at  some 
suitable  places  in  said  town  of  Chicopee,  to  be  provided  at 
the  expense  of  said  town,  on  two  several  days  of  each  weet, 
at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  much  oftener  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  take  cognizance  of  crimes,  offences  and 
misdemeanors,  and  on  two  several  days  in  each  week,  to 
be  appointed  and  made  known  by  said  justice,  for  the  trial 
of  civil  suits  and  actions,  provided  that  one  of  each  of  the 
aforesaid  courts  shall  be  holden  in  the  village  of  Chicopee 
Falls.  The  justice  of  said  court  may  adjourn  said  court  as 
justices  of  the  peace  may  now  adjourn  the  same  hearings  or 
trials,  and  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  establish  all  necessary 
rules  for  the  orderly  and  uniform  conducting  of  the  business 
thereof. 

recnnfand  mak?      Sect.  7.     The  justicc  of  Said  court  shall  keep  a  fair  record 

return.  ^f  g^|^  procccdings  in  said  court,  and  shall  make  return  to 

the  several  courts  of  all  legal  processes  and  of  his  doings 
therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace  are  now 
by  law  required  to  do ;  and  he  shall  also,  annually,  in  the 
month  of  January ,,exhibit  to  tliB  selectmen  of  said  town  of 
Chicopee  a  true  and  faithful  statement  of  money  actually 
received  by  him  as  fees,  and  all  charges  and  fees  which  are 
outstanding  and  claimed  to  be  due  to  him  at  the  date  of  such 
exhibit. 

One  special  ju3-  Sect.  8.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  one  special 
justice  of  said  court,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  the 
absence,  sickness,  interest  or  any  other  disability,  of  the 
standing  justice,  to  issue  the  processes  of  said  court,  to  hear 
and  determine  any  matter  or  cause  pending,  and  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  of  the  standing  justice  until  such  disability 
l)e  removed.  The  said  special  justice  shall  be  paid  for  the 
services  by  him  performed,  out  of  the  fees  received  in  said 
court,  such  sum  as  the  standing  justice  would  be  entitled  to 
for  the  same  services. 

Pending  actions,  Sect.  9.  All  suits,  actions  and  prosecutions  which  shall 
be  pending,  within  the  said  town  of  Chicopee,  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Justices,  wiien  Sect.  10.  The  ffOvemor  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  said  stand- 
ing and  special  justices,  at  any  time  after  receiving  notice  of 


ticc, 


how  disposed  of. 


appointed. 
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the  adoption  of  this  act  by  the  town  of  Chicopee,  as  here- 
inafter provided. 

Sect.  11.     This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  inhabitants  ■*-=*^''i''' »°i«»«' 

^  •  etc. 

of  the  town  of  Chicopee,  at  a  legal  meeting  of  said  town, 
called  for  that  purpose,  shall,  by  a  written  vote,  determine 
to  adopt  the  same  within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
act;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  and  town 
clerk  of  the  town  of  Chicopee  to  certify  that  fact  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor,  if  the  town  should  so  vote  to  accept 
this  act.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  relative  to  Lunatics  or  Insane  Persons.  Chcip.  464 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     Whenever  application  is  made  to  any  police  Lunatica  not  re 

5^  1,-  •  quired  to  be  pres- 

court  for  tiic  confinement  of  any  lunatic  or  insane  person,  ent^  at  examma- 
not  furiously  mad,  said  court  may  dispense  with  the  presence 
of  said  lunatic  or  insane  person,  on  representation  that  it 
would  have  an  injurious  effect  on  said  lunatic  or  insane  per- 
son to  appear  in  open  court  daring  the  examination. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  for  incorporation  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Plummer  Farm  School  of  Chap.  465 
Reform  for  Boys. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  ajid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  That  Daniel  A.  White,  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  corporators. 
William  I.  Bowditch,  Joseph  Andrews,  William  D.  Waters, 
David  Nichols,  George  Andrews,  James  Kimball,  Eleazer 
Austin,  William  Chase,  and  their  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  con-  Purpose, 
ducting,  for  the  city  of  Salem  in  the  county  of  Essex,  a 
school  for  the  instruction,  employment  and  reformation  of 
juvenile  offenders,  to  be  called  the  Plummer  Farm  School  of 
E,eform  for  Eoys. 

Sect.  2.     Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  government  of  ^°s^|™™ bolrd 
said  school  shall  be  vested  in  said  board  of  ten  trustees,  often  trustees. 
and  their  successors  thereafter,  to  be  chosen  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Salem,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  3.     Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  trustees  Trustees  to  hare 

'  charge  of  general 

shall  have  the  charge  of  the  general  interests  of  the  school,  f^^f;^  "f  me 

61 
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shall  provide  employment  for  the  inmates,  and  bind  them 
out,  discharge  or  remand  them  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
deem  beneficial  ,•  they  shall  also  appoint  a  treasurer,  super- 
intendent, and  such  other  officers  as  in  their  judgment  may 
be  necessary  for  conducting,  eSiciently  and  economically,  the 
business  of  the  institution ;  and  all  appointments  made  by 
them  shall  be  made  in  such  manner,  and  with  such  restric- 
tions, and  for  such  terms  of  time  as  the  by-laws  may  pre- 
By-iaws.  scribc ;  the  trustees  shall  also  establish  by-laws  and  regula- 

tions for  the  internal  government  and  economy  of  the  insti- 
tution. 
wn^/ebS'vs^under      Sect.  4.     Bc  it  furthcr  cnactcd,  when  any  boy  residing  in 
offence".''itc!'^  °^  ^^^  city  of  Salem,  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  shall  be 
convicted  of  any  offence  known  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  punishable  by  imprisonment,  the  court  before 
whom  such  conviction  shall  be  had,  may,  at  their  discretion, 
sentence  such  boy  to  the  said  school  or  to  such  punishment 
as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  such  offence.     And  all  com- 
mitments of  boys  to  this  institution  shall  be  for  a  term  not 
longer  than  during  their  minority,  nor  less  than  one  year, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  order  of  the  trustees. 
remenc*e°"mS      Sect.  5.     Bc  it  furthcr  enacted,  that  the  police  court  of 
age.'h'ading" u- tfie  city  of  Salcni,  upon  the  complaint,  under  oath,  of  the 
solute  lives,  etc.   mayor  of  said  city,  or  of  any  of  the  trustees,  that  any  minor 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  lives  an  idle  and  dissolute 
life,  and  that  his  parents  are  dead,  or  if  living,  do  neglect  to 
provide  suitable  employment,  or  to  exercise  salutary  control 
over  such  minor,  shall  have  power,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
to  sentence  such  minor  to  said  school,  to  be  there  kept  and 
Proviso.  governed  according  to  law:  pi^ovided,  that  nothing  herein  is 

to  be  construed  to  take  away  the  right  of  appeal,  in  the  cases 
aforesaid,  from  the  police  court  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas. 
Authority  of  trus-      Sect.  6.     Bc  it  furthcr  enacted,  that  the  trustees  shall 

tees  to  bind  out.  ' 

have  authority  to  bind  out,  in  respectable  and  suitable  fami- 
lies, or  to  reputable  trades  or  occupations,  all  boys  commit- 
ted to  their  charge,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  binding 
or  apprenticing  were  made  by  overseers  of  the  poor. 
Treasurer  to  give      Sect.  7.     Be  it  furthcr  cuactcd,  that  the  treasurer  shall 
give  bond,  with  suflScient  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  ofiice. 
pr"pmv,l°c^?ir      S^^T-  ^-    ^^  i^  further  enacted,  that  all  the  moneys,  lands, 
schouf.' ''^^ "'^'^''^  ^^  other  property  already  devised  or  subscribed,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  given,  assigned  or  transferred  to  the  said 
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trustees  for  the  use  of  said  institution,  shall  be  received  and 
held  by  them  and  their  successors  in  office,  in  trust,  to  be 
applied  to  the  maintenance  and  general  use  of  the  school. 

Sect.  9.     Be  it  further  enacted,  that  when  five  years  shall  Appointment  and 
have  expired  after  the  first  appointment  of  a  board  of  trus-  trustees, 
tees,  two  trustees  shall  be  appointed  annually,  and  for  this 
purpose  the  board  of  trustees  may  determine,  by  lot  or  other- 
wise, the  two  members  whose  places  shall  be  thereafter  an- 
nually vacated. 

Sect.  10.     Be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  trustee   shall  xo  compensa- 
receive  any  compensation  for  his  services,  but  he  shall  be**°°'"''' 
allowed  the  amount  of  expense  incurred  by  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sect.  11.     Be  it  further  enacted,  that  any  vacancy  occur-  vacancies,  how 
ing  in  the  board  of  trustees  shall  be  filled  by  the  mayor  and  ^'^'^' 
aldermen  of  the   city  of  Salem.       [Appj-oved  by  the   Gov- 
ernor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  require  certain  Corporations  to  make  Chan.  '^QQ 
Returns  to  Assessors."  ■'■ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.  The  three  hundred  and  eighth  chapter  of  the  Mutual  insurance 
acts  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  S^returns 
entitled  ■'  An  Act  to  require  certain  Corporations  to  make 
Returns  to  Assessors,"  is  hereby  so  amended  that  the  pro- 
visions thereof  shall  apply  to  any  mutual  insurance  company 
in  this  Commonwealth,  which  is  now  or  which  may  be  here- 
after authorized  by  law  to  issue  capital  stock,  and  the  clause 
therein  contained,  which  is  inconsistent  with  this  act,  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  2.     The  act  approved  April  twenty-first,  in  the  year  Act  repealed, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  entitled  "An  Act 
in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  more  equal  Assessment  of 
Taxes,"  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.      This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [App?'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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Chap,  467  An  Act  to  obtain  Statistical  Information  relating  to  certain  Branches  of 

Industry. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  atid  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Agsessors  to  col-      Sect.  1.  •  The  assessors  of  each  city  or  town  in  the  Com- 

lect   arid    return  .' 

retarv'^tth°/conv  Hionwealth  shall,  between  the  first  day  of  June  and  the  first 
jv^rmttlon^'reiJu-  ^^Y  ^^  October  next,  make  return  to  the  secretary  of  the 
brlnch^es  of^iJf-  Commonwcalth,  of  the  facts  as  they  exist,  in  each  city  or 
istry.  town,  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  in  relation  to  the  fol- 

lowing matter,  to  wit : — 

The  number  of  cotton  mills  in  the  town;  the  whole  num- 
ber of  cotton  spindles;  the  quantity  of  cotton  consumed 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  number  of  yards  of  cotton 
cloth  manufactured  during  said  year,  with  a  description  of 
the  same;  gross  value  of  the  same.  The  number  of  pounds 
of  cotton  yarn  manufactured  and  not  made  into  cloth ;  gross 
value  of  same.  Quantity  of  cotton  thread  manufactured ; 
value  of  cotton  thread.  Quantity  of  cotton  batting  manu- 
factured ;  value  of  cotton  batting.  Quantity  of  pelisse  wad- 
ding manufactured ;  value  of  pelisse  wadding.  Number  of 
yards  of  cotton  flannel  manufactured ;  value  of  cotton  flannel. 
The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton. 
The  number  of  males  employed  in  said  business.  Number 
of  females  employed  in  same.  The  number  of  calico  manu- 
factories. Number  of  yards  of  calico  printed  during  the 
year  as  aforesaid ;  gross  value  of  calico  printed.  Number 
of  yards  of  goods  bleached  and  colored  in  said  calico  facto- 
ries and  not  printed;  value  of  the  goods  bleached  and  col- 
ored. The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  calico  establish- 
ments. Number  of  males  employed  in  said  business.  Num- 
ber of  females  in  same.  The  number  of  establishments 
for  bleaching  or  coloring  cotton  goods  and  not  connected 
with  calico  establishments ;  number  of  yards  of  goods 
bleached  or  colored  in  said  establishments  during  said  year; 
value  of  goods  bleached  or  colored;  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  said  bleaching  and  coloring  establishments.  Num- 
ber of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  woollen  mills ;  number  of  sets  of  woollen 
machinery;  number  of  pounds  of  wool  consumed  during  said 
year.  Number  of  yards  of  broadcloth  manufactured;  value 
of  the  broadcloth  manufactured. 

Number  of  yards  of  cassimere  manufactured ;  value  of 
cassimere.     Number  of  yards  of  satinet ;  value  of  satinet. 
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Number  of  yards  of  Kentucky  jeans ;  value  of  Kentucky 
jeans.  Xumber  of  yards  of  flannel  or  blanketing;  value  of 
flannel  or  blanketing ;  number  of  pounds  of  woollen  yarn 
manufactured  and  not  made  into  cloth;  value  of  woollen 
yarn;  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business. 
Number  of  males  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  wool ; 
number  of  females  in  same. 

The  number  of  mills  for  the  manufacture  of  carpeting ; 
number  of  pounds  of  wool  consumed  in  the  manufacture  of 
carpeting ;  number  of  yards  of  carpeting  manufactured  ;  value 
of  carpeting  manufactured ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
said  business.  Number  of  males  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  carpeting ;  number  of  females  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
worsted  goods  or  goods  of  which  worsted  is  a  component 
part;  number  of  yards  of  such  goods  manufactured  during 
said  year ;  value  of  the  same  ;  number  of  pounds  of  worsted 
yarn  manufactured  and  not  made  into  cloth ;  value  of  worst- 
ed yarn ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  manufacture  of 
worsted.  Numl)er  of  males  employed  in  said  business ; 
number  of  females  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
hosiery;  quantity  an€  description  of  hosiery  manufactured; 
value  of  hosiery  manufactured;  number  of  pounds  of  yarn 
raanfactured  and  not  made  into  hosiery;  value  of  yarn  man- 
ufactured ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business. 
Number  of  males.employed  in  same ;  number  of  females. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
linen ;  number  of  yards  of  linen  manufactured  ;  value  of 
same  ;  quantity  of  linen  thread  manufactured ;  A-alue  of  linen 
thread  ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business.  Num- 
ber of  males  employed  in  same ;  number  of  females  in 
same. 

The  number  of  silk  manufactories;  number  of  yards  of 
silk  manufactured  during  said  year;  value  of  same ;  number 
of  pounds  of  sewing  silk  manufactured ;  value  of  sewing 
silk  ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business.  Number 
of  males  employed  in  same ;  number  of  females  employed  in 
same. 

The  number  of  rolling,  slitting  and  nail  mills ;  quantity  of 
iron  manufactured  by  said  rolling  mills  and  not  made  into 
nails;  value  of  iron  thus  manufactured;  number  of  machines 
for  manufacture  of  nails ;  quantity  of  nails  manufactured 
during  said  year;  value  of  nails  manufactured;  amount  of 
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capital  invested  in  rollin<r,  slitting  and  nail  mills;  number  of 
hands  employed  in  said  business. 

The  number  of  forges ;  number  of  tons  of  bar  iron,  anchors, 
chain  cables,  and  other  articles  of  wrought  iron  manufac- 
tured by  said  forges  during  said  year;  value  of  said  bar 
iron,  chain  cables,  anchors  and  other  articles ;  amount  of 
capital  invested ;  number  of  hands  employed;  the  number 
of  furnaces  for  the  manufacture  of  pig  iron;  number  of  tons 
of  pig  iron  manufactured ;  value  of  the  pig  iron  ;  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  said  business;  number  of  hands  employed 
in  same. 

The  number  of  furnaces  for  the  manufacture  of  hollow 
ware  and  castings  other  than  pig  iron;  num.ber  of  tons  of 
hollow  ware  and  other  castings  manufactured;  value  of  hol- 
low ware  and  castings ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said 
business;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton, woollen,  and  other  machinery ;  gross  value  of  machinery 
manufactured  during  said  year;  amount  invested  in  said 
business  ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
steam  engines  and  boilers;  value  of  steam  engines  and  boil- 
ers manfactured  during  said  year;  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  shops  for  the  manufacture  of  fire  engines  ; 
number  of  fire  engines  manufactured  during  said  year;  value 
of  fire  engines  manufactured ;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
said  business. 

The  number  of  scythe  manufactories ;  number  of  scythes 
manufactured  during  said  year;  value  of  scythes  manufac- 
tured ;  amount  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands 
employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  axe  manufactories ;  the  number  of  axes, 
hatchets  and  other  edge  tools  manufactured  during  said  year ; 
value  of  the  same  manufactured  ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  cut- 
lery; value  of  cutlery  manufactured;  amount  of  capital  in- 
.    vested  in  said  business;    number   of  hands    employed   in 
same. 

The  number  of  screw  manufactories ;  number  of  gross  of 
screws  manufactured  during  said  year;  value  of  screws 
manufactured;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business; 
number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 
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The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
butts  or  hinges ;  number  of  dozen  of  iron  butts  or  hinges 
manufactured ;  number  of  dozen  of  brass  or  composition 
butts  or  hinges  manufactured  ;  value  of  brass  or  composition 
butts  or  hinges  ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ; 
number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
latches  and  door  handles  ;  number  of  dozen  of  door  handles 
and  latches  manufactured  during  said  year;  value  of  door 
handles  and  latches ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said 
business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  lock  manufactories ;  number  of  locks  man- 
ufactured during  said  year ;  value  of  locks  manufactured ; 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of 
hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  tack  and  brad  manufactories ;  quantity  of 
tacks  and  brads  manufactured ;  value  of  tacks  and  brads ; 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands 
employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  manufactories  of  shovels,  spades,  forks  and 
hoes ;  value  of  spades,  shovels,  forks  and  hoes  manufactured ; 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands 
employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  plough  manufactories ;  number  of  ploughs 
and  other  agricultural  tools  manufactured  during  said  year; 
value  of  the  same ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  busi- 
ness ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  shops  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  railing, 
iron  fences  and  iron  safes ;  value  of  iron  railing,  iron  fences 
and  iron  safes  manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  said  business  ;  number  of  hands  employed 
in  same. 

The  number  of  copper  manufactories ;  quantity  of  copper 
manufactured  during  said  year ;  value  of  the  same ;  amount 
of  capital  invested  in  said  business;  number  of  hands  em- 
ployed in  same. 

The  number  of  brass  foundries ;  value  of  articles  manu- 
factured in  said  foundries  during  said  year;  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  said  business  ;  number  of  hands  employed 
in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
britannia  ware ;  value  of  britannia  ware  manufactured  dur- 
ing said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ; 
number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  metal  button  manufactories ;  number  of 
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gross  of  metal  buttons  manufactured  during  said  year ;  value 
of  metal  buttons  manufactured ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  glass  manufactories :  quantity  of  window 
glass  manufactured  during  said  year;  value  of  window  glass; 
value  of  other  glass  manufactured;  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
same. 

The  number  of  starch  manufactories ;  quantity  of  starch 
manufactured  from  wheat  or  flour  during  said  year;  quantity 
of  starch  manufactured  from  potatoes;  value  of  all  starch 
manufactured ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ; 
number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
chemical  preparations ;  value  of  chemical  preparations  man- 
ufactured during  said  year;  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  paper  manufactories ;  quantity  of  stock 
made  use  of  during  said  year;  quantity  of  paper  manufac- 
tured; value  of  paper  manufactured;  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
same. 

The  number  of  piano-forte  manufactories;  number  of 
piano-fortes  manufactured  during  said  year;  amount  of  cap- 
ital invested  in  said  business;  the  number  of  all  other  mu- 
sical instrument  manufactories ;  value  of  musical  instruments 
manufactured  during  said  year;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  clock  manufactories ;  number  of  clocks 
manufactured  during  said  year;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  sewing  machine  manufactories ;  the  num- 
ber of  sewing  machines  manufactured  during  said  year; 
amoui>t  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands 
employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  daguerreotype  artists ;  number  of  daguer- 
reotypes taken  during  said  year;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  pin  manufactories  ;  quantity  of  pins  manu- 
factured ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business;  num- 
ber of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
chronometers,  watches,  gold  and  silver  ware,  and  jewelry; 
value  of  the  manufactures  of  said  establishments  ;  amount  of 
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capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed 
in  same. 

The  number  of  brush  manufactories ;  value  of  brushes 
manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  saddle,  harness  and  trunk  manufactories ; 
value  of  saddles,  harnesses  and  trunks  manufactured  during 
said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business  ;  num- 
ber of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  upholstery  manufactories ;  value  of  up- 
holstery manufactured  during  said  year;  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
same. 

The  number  of  hat  and  cap  manufactories ;  number  of 
hats  and  caps  manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  em- 
ployed in  same. 

The  number  of  cordage  manufactories ;  quantity  of  cord- 
afge  manufactured  daring  said  year;  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
same. 

The  number  of  vessels  launched  during  said  year;  amount 
of  tonnage  of  said  vessels ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
boats ;  number  of  boats  built  during  said  year ;  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed 
in  same. 

The  number  of  mast  and  spar  sheds ;  number  of  masts 
and  spars  manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
same. 

The  number  of  sail  lofts ;  the  number  of  sails  made  dur- 
ing said  year  of  American  fabric  ;  number  of  foreign  fabric ; 
value  of  sails  manufactured  of  American  fabric;  value  of 
sails  manufactured  of  foreign  fabric ;  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  said  business  ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  card  manufactories ;  value  of  cards,  of  all 
kinds,  manufactured  during  said  year ;  capital  invested  in 
said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
salt ;  number  of  bushels  of  salt  manufactured  during  said 
year ;  value  of  salt  manufactured ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number   of  establishments   for  the   manufacture   of 
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railroad  cars,  coaches,  chaises,  "wagons,  sleighs,  and  other 
vehicles  ]  value  of  railroad  cars,  coaches,  chaises,  wagons, 
sleighs,  and  other  vehicles  manufactured  during  said  year ; 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business;  number  of 
hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  lead  manufactories ;  value  of  manufactures 
of  lead  during  said  year;  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  sugar  refineries ;  quantity  of  sugar  refined 
during  said  year;  value  of  sugar  refined;  number  of  hands 
employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  oil 
and  sperm  candles ;  number  of  gallons  of  oil ;  value  of  oil 
manufactured;  number  of  pounds  of  sperm  candles  manu- 
factured during  said  year ;  value  of  sperm  candles  manufac- 
tured ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number 
of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  soap 
and  tallow  candles ;  quantity  of  soap  manufactured  during 
said  year ;  value  of  soap  manufactured ;  number  of  pounds 
of  tallow  candles  manufactured  during  said  year ;  value  of 
tallow  candles  manufactured ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
said  business  ;  number  of  hands  employed. 

The  number  of  powder  mills ;  quantity  of  powder  manu- 
factured during  said  year ;  value  of  powder  manufactured : 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of 
hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  fire- 
arms ;  number  and  description  of  fire-arms  manufactured ; 
value  of  fire-arms  manufactured;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The   number   of   establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
cannon :  number  and  description  of  cannon  manufactured ; 
value  of  cannon ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  busi 
ness ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  chocolate  mills ;    quantity  of  chocolat 
manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  chair  and  cabinet  ware  manufactories ; 
value  of  chairs  and  cabinet  ware  manufactured  during  said 
year;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business;  number 
of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  tin  ware  manufactories ;  value  of  tin  ware 
manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 
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The  number  of  comb  manufactories ;  value  of  combs  man- 
ufactured during  said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
white  lead  and  other  paints ;  quantity  of  white  lead  manu- 
factured; value  of  white  lead  manufactured;  quantity  and 
description  of  other  paints  manufactured ;  value  of  other 
paints ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number 
of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  mills  for  the  manufacture  of  linseed  oil ; 
quantity  of  oil  manufactured ;  value  of  oil  manufactured ; 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number  of 
hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
caraphene  or  burning  fluid ;  number  of  gallons  of  camphcne 
manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  glue  manufactories  and  manufactories  for 
the  preparation  of  gums ;  value  of  glue  and  gums  manufac- 
tured during  said  year ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said 
business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  gins ;  value  of  cotton  gins  manufactured  during  said 
year ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business ;  number 
of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  flour  mills ;  number  of  barrels  of  flour 
manufactured  during  said  year ;  value  of  flour  manufactured ; 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business;  number  of 
hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  tanneries ;  number  of  hides,  of  all  kinds, 
tanned  during  said  year ;  value  of  leather  tanned  and  cur- 
ried; amount  of  capital  invested  in  said  business;  number 
of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  manufactories  of  patent  and  enamelled 
leather ;  value  of  leather  manufactured ;  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  said  business;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
same. 

The  number  of  pairs  of  boots,  of  all  kinds,  manufactured 
during  said  year ;  number  of  pairs  of  shoes,  of  all  kinds, 
manufactured ;  value  of  boots  and  shoes  manufactured ;  num- 
ber of  males  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes ;  number  of  females. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
straw  bonnets  and  hats ;  number  of  straw  bonnets  manufac- 
tured during  said  year ;    number  of  straw  hats ;    value  of 
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straw  braid  manufactured  and  not  made  into  bonnets  and 
hats ;  value  of  palm  leaf  hats  ;  number  of  males  employed  in 
said  business ;  number  of  females. 

The  number  of  bricks  manufactured  durin^^  said  year ; 
value  of  bricks  manufactured ;  number  of  hands  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  bricks. 

Value  of  mathematical  instruments  manufactured  during 
said  year ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  mathematical  instruments. 

The  value  of  snujff,  tobacco  and  cigars  manufactured  dur- 
said  year;  number  of  males  employed  in  said  business; 
number  of  females. 

The  gross  value  of  building  stone  quarried  and  prepared 
for  building ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  quarrying  and 
and  preparing  building  stone. 

The  gross  value  of  marble  quarried  and  prepared  for 
market  during  said  year;  number  of  hands  employed  in 
quarrying  and  preparing  marble. 

Number  of  casks  of  lime  manufactured  during  said  year ; 
number  of  hands  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  lime ;  value 
of  lime  manufactured. 

The  gross  value  of  mineral  coal  and  iron  ore  mined  dur- 
ing said  year;  number  of  hands  employed  in  mining  coal 
and  iron  ore. 

The  gross  value  of  whips  manufactured  during  said  year; 
number  of  hands  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  whips. 

Gross  value  of  blacking  manufactured  during  said  year; 
number  of  hands  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  same. 

Gross  value  of  blocks  and  pumps  manufactured  during 
said  year;  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  blocks  and  pumps. 

Gross  value  of  mechanics'  tools  manufactured  during  said 
year;  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  me- 
chanics' tools. 

Gross  value  of  all  wooden  ware  not  otherwise  enumerat- 
ed in  this  act,  including  farming  utensils,  manufactured  dur- 
ing said  year ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  such  wooden  ware. 

The  number  of  corn  and  other  brooms  manufactured  dur- 
ing said  year ;  value  of  brooms  manufactured ;  number  of 
hands  employed  in  the  making  of  brooms. 

The  number  of  gold  and  steel  pen  manufactories ;  num- 
ber of  gold  pens  manufactured  during  said  year ;  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  gold  pens;  number 
of  hands  employed  in  same;  number  of  steel  pens  manufac- 
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tured  during  said  year;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  said 
business ;  number  of  males  employed  in  same ;  number  of 
females. 

The  quantity  of  lumber  prepared  for  market ;  value  of 
lumber  thus  prepared;  number  of  hands  employed  in  said 
business. 

The  number  of  cords  of  fire  wood  prepared  for  market; 
value  of  fire  vrood  so  prepared ;  number  of  hands  employed 
in  said  business. 

The  gross  value  of  all  other  articles  manufactured  in  the 
town  or  city  during  said  year,  with  a  description  of  the 
same ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  business ;  number 
of  hands  employed  in  the  same. 

The  number  of  vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fishery ; 
amount  of  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fishery; 
number  of  gallons  of  sperm  oil  imported  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  first  day  of  January  preceding ;  value  of  sperm 
oil  imported ;  number  of  gallons  of  whale  oil  imported  dur- 
ing said  year ;  value  of  whale  oil  imported ;  number  of 
pounds  of  whalebone  imported  during  said  year;  value  of 
whalebone  imported ;  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the 
whale  fishery ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  same. 

The  number  of  vessels  employed  in  the  mackerel  and  cod 
fisheries ;  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in  said  fisheries ; 
number  of  barrels  of  mackerel  taken  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  said  first  day  of  January  preceding ;  number  of  quin- 
tals of  cod  fish  taken ;  value  of  mackerel  taken ;  value  of 
cod  fish  taken ;  also,  the  value  of  cod  liver  sold  for  me- 
dicinal purposes ;  number  of  bushels  of  salt  consumed  in 
the  mackerel  and  cod  fisheries ;  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  said  business ;  number  of  hands  employed  in  same. 

The  number  of  Saxony  sheep  of  different  grades ;  number 
of  merino  sheep  of  different  grades ;  number  of  all  other 
kinds  of  sheep;  gross  value  of  all  the  sheep;  the  number 
of  pounds  of  wool  produced  from  Saxony  sheep ;  number 
of  pounds  from  merino  sheep;  number  of  pounds  of  all 
other  wool  produced ;  gross  value  of  all  wool  produced  in 
the  town  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  asses  and  mules ;  value  of  asses  and  mules ; 
number  of  horses ;  value  of  the  horses ;  number  of  neat  cattle ; 
value  of  neat  cattle ;  number  of  swine ;  value  of  swine. 

The  number  of  bushels  of  Indian  corn  or  maize  raised 
during  the  year  ending  as  aforesaid ;  value  of  the  Indian 
corn  or  maize  ;  number  of  bushels  of  wheat ;  value  of  same  : 
number  of  bushels  of  rye ;  value  of  same ;  number  of  bush- 
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els  of  barley ;  value  of  same ;  number  of  bushels  of  oats ; 
value  of  same ;  number  of  bushels  of  potatoes ;  value  of 
same ;  quantity  of  other  esculent  vegetables  ]  value  of  same ; 
quantity  of  millet  raised ;  value  of  millet ;  number  of  tons 
of  hay  5  value  of  hay ;  quantity  of  hemp  raised ;  value  of 
hemp;  number  of  pounds  of  flax  raised;  value  of  flax. 

Number  of  bushels  of  fruit  of  various  kinds;  value  of 
fruit ;  number  of  pounds  of  hops  raised ;  value  of  hops ; 
number  of  pounds  of  tobacco ;  value  of  same ;  quantity  of 
raw  silk  raised ;  value  of  same ;  quantity  of  teazles ;  value 
of  teazles. 

Numl)er  of  pounds  of  butter  produced  during  said  year ; 
value  of  butter ;  number  of  pounds  of  cheese ;  value  of 
cheese ;  number  of  pounds  of  honey ;  value  of  honey. 

Number  of  pounds  of  bees  wax;  value  of  bees  wax; 
quantity  of  shoe  pegs  manufactured ;  value  of  same ;  num- 
ber of  bushels  of  charcoal  manufactured  during  the  year ; 
value  of  same. 

n?s*h'bra''nkVMSs'  Sect.  2.  The  sccrctary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  cause 
to  be  printed,  blank  tables,  conveniently  arranged  for  the 
return  of  the  facts  aforesaid,  with  blank  columns  for  the  re- 
turn of  facts  such  as  are  not  enumerated  in  this  act,  and  shall 
furnish  three  copies  of  the  same,  together  with  one  copy  of 
this  act,  to  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  city,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  June  next. 

Sic^  o?te-      Sect.  3.     The  secretary  of  the   Commonwealth,  after  he 

turns,  etc.  shall  havc  reccivcd  the  returns  aforesaid,  from  the  assessors 

of  the  several  towns,  shall  cause  to  be  prepared  and  printed, 
a  true  abstract  of  the  same,  with  each  column  of  figures  of 
such  abstract  added  up  for  the  use  of  the  next  legislature, 
at  the  next  session  thereof. 

Fay  of  assessors.  Sect.  4.  Each  asscssor  shall  rcccivc  from  the  treasury 
of  the  Commonwealth,  two  dollars  a  day  for  every  day  that 
he  shall  be  employed  in  making  the  return  aforesaid,  and 
the  accounts  of  assessors,  for  these  services,  shall  be 
audited  by  a  committee  of  the  legislature. 

Assessors  may        Sect.  5.     The  asscssors  of  auv  town  may  authorize  either 

authorize  other         „,.  ,  i-i 

persons,  etc.  qi  their  uumbcr,  or  some  other  suitable  person,  to  collect  the 
information  required  by  this  act,  to  whom  the  same  allow- 
ance per  day  shall  be  made  from  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, as  is  provided  for  the  services  of  the  assessors. 

Penalty  for  wilful      Sect.  6.     If  the  asscssors  of  any  town  shall  wilfully  neg- 

neglect,  •'  jo 

lect  to  make  the  return  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
such  assessors  shall  forfeit  to  the  Commonwealth  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 
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Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  and  annex  tlie    Clinj).  468 
same  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     All  that  territory  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  ra»t  of  i^orches- 

'  '  ter    annexed    to 

in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  which  lies  north-easterly  of  a  line  Boston, 
extending  from  a  stake  and  stones,  on  the  head-land,  near 
the  line  between  the  said  town  of  Dorchester  and  the  city 
of  Roxbury,  in  said  county  of  Norfolk,  north  fifty-six  de- 
grees west,  across  the  easterly  side  of  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road, one  liundred  and  forty  feet  from  the  centre  of  a  culvert, 
next  south  of  said  line  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three  feet,  to  a  stake  and  stones  on  the  head-land ; 
thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  centre  of  the  channel  of 
Dorchester  Bay,  which  is  the  dividing  line  between  said 
Dorchester  and  the  town  of  Quincy,  with  all  tlie  inhabitants 
and  estates  therein,  is  hereby  set  off  from  the  town  of  Dor- 
chester and  annexed  to  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  and  shall  hereafter  be  considered  and  deemed  to 
be  a  part  of  tlie  city  of  Boston :  provided,  that  the  said  Proyiso. 
territory  and  the  inhabitants  thereon,  set  off,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  holden  to  pay  all  such  taxes  as  are  already  assessed 
or  ordered  to  be  assessed,  by  said  town  of  Dorchester,  not 
extending  beyond  the  first  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been 
passed :  and  provided,  further,  that  all  paupers  who  have  Provided,  auo. 
gained  a  settlement  in  said  town  of  Dorchester,  by  a 
settlement  gained  or  derived  within  said  territory,  shall 
be  relieved  or  supported  by  said  city  of  Boston,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  a  legal  settlement  in  said  city 
of  Boston. 

Sect.  2.     The    said   inhabitants  herebv    set   off  to    theTovotewithi>or- 

*'  ciiGstGr   in    olfc* 

city  of  Boston  shall  continue  to  be  a  part  of  Dorchester  tion  of  certain  . 

otuccrs. 

for  the  purpose  of  electing  State  officers,  senators  and 
representatives  to  the  general  court,  representatives  to 
congress,  and  electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of 
the  United  States,  until  the  next  decennial  census  shall  be 
taken,  or  until  another  apportionment  of  representatives  to 
the  general  court  shall  be  made ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city  of  Boston  to  make 
a  true  list  of  tlie  persons  residing  on  the  territory  hereby 
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annexed  thereto,  qualified  to  vote  at  such  elections,  and 
post  up  the  same  in  said  territory,  and  correct  the  same,  as 
required  by  law,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  selectmen  of 
said  town  of  Dorchester,  seven  days,  at  least,  before  any 
such  election;  and  the  same  shall  be  taken  and  used,  by  the  . 
selectmen  of  Dorchester,  for  such  election,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  had  been  prepared  by  themselves. 
Relating  to  ISect.  3.     The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Bos- 

ton shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  lay  out  such 
streets  and  lanes  over  the  said  tract,  within  twelve  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  as,  in  their  judgment,  the  in- 
terests of  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  said  tract,  and  the 
public  convenience,  may  require :  provided,  said  proprietors 
shall  relinquish  any  claim  for  damages,  or  compensation  for 
the  land  over  which  said  streets  and  lanes  are  so  laid  out, 
within  the  time  aforesaid. 

Sect.  4.     This   act  shall  take  eifect  from  and  after  its 
passage.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  469  An  Act  for  abating  Nuisances. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 
oill' buildings ^ad-      Sect.  1.     Whenever  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city, 
ianfps  how'dis-*^^  ^^^®  Selectmen  of  any  town,  after  due  notice  in  writing  to 
posed  of.  i\^Q  owner  of  any  burnt,  dilapidated  or  dangerous  building, 

and  after  a  hearing  of  the  matter,  shall  adjudge  the  same  to 
be  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood,  or  dangerous,  they  may 
make  and  record  an  order  prescribing  what  disposition  or 
alteration  shall  be  made  thereof,  or  such  other  provisions 
as  they  shall  deem  necessary ;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  city  or  town  clerk  to  deliver  a  copy  of  such 
order  to  a  constable,  who  shall  serve  such  owner  with  an 
attested  copy  thereof,  and  make  return  of  his  doings  thereon 
to  said  clerk  forthwith. 
Power  of  select-     Sect.  2.     The  mavor  and  aldermen  of  any  city,  or  the 

men,  etc.,  to  •'  j  j  '  • 

abate  such  nui-  sclectmcn  of  any  town,  shall  have  the   same  power  and 

sauces.  .  •'  '  ,      '■ 

authority  to  abate   and  remove  any  such  nuisance  as  are 
given  to  the  board  of  health  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  sec- 
tions of  the  twenty-first  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Owner  aggrieved.      Sect.  3.     Any  owucr  aggrieved  by  any  order  passed  un- 

niay  apply   for  a  .    .  •'  »»  ."'„•',.  ^ 

jury.  der  the  provisions  oi  the  nrst  section  oi  this  act,  may  apply 

to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  if  sitting  in  the  county  in 
which  such  order  is  passed,  or  to  any  justice  thereof,  in  vaca- 
tion, for  a  jury.     And   such  court  or  justice   shall  issue  a 
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warrant  for  a  jury,  to  be  impanelled  by  the  sheriff,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  in  regard  to  the  laying  out  of  high- 
ways ;  such  application  shall  be  made  within  three  days  after 
such  order  is  served  upon  the  said  ow:ner,  and  the  said  jury 
shall  be  impanelled  within  fourteen  days  from  the  issuing  of 
said  warrant. 

Sect.  4.  The  jury  shall  find  a  verdict  either  affirming  or  verdict  of  jury. . 
annulling  the  said  order  in  full,  or  making  alterations  therein, 
as  they  may  see  fit,  which  verdict  shall  be  returned  to  the 
next  term  of  said  court,  by  the  sheriff',  for  acceptance,  in  like 
manner  as  in  the  case  of  highways,  and  being  accepted  shall 
be  binding  to  the  same  effect  as  the  original  order  would 
have  been  without  such  appeal. 

Sect.  5.  If  the  verdict  shall  affirm  such  order,  costs  costs, 
shall  be  recovered  by  the  city  or  town  against  such  appli- 
cant ;  if  the  verdict  shall  annul  such  order,  in  whole,  dam- 
ages and  costs  shall  be  recovered  by  the  complainant  against 
such  city  or  town ;  and  in  case  the  verdict  shall  alter  such 
order,  in  part,  the  court  may  render  such  judgment  as  to 
costs  as  to  justice  shall  appertain. 

Sect.  6.     This  act  shall  not  be  in  force  in  any  town  or  Act  void,  unless 
city,  unless  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  the  city  council  habitants. 
of  the  city,  shall  adopt  the  same  at  a  legal  meeting  of  said 
inhabitants  or  city  council,  called  for  that  purpose.      [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  concerning  the  Purchase  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors     Chdp.  470 
for  Town  Agents. 

Be  it,  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  governor,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  to  ap- 

•  1        1      n  .   1  .  1  .  T  /.  1  /.     1  .     point  one  person 

council,  shall,  within  thirty  days  irom  the  passage  of  this !» sen  liquors  to 

'     .  '  .,''''  r  !3  tovrn  agents. 

act,  appoint  and  commission  a  competent  person  to  purchase 
and  sell  spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors  of  a  pure  quality 
to  the  several  agents  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  under 
the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
entitled  "An  Act  concerning  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of 
Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors." 

Sect.  2,     Such  person,  so  appointed  and  commissioned,  JJ;;,y''''^'i'=''P<='^- 
shall  establish  and  maintain,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  a  suitable 
office  or  place  of  business,  and  shall  purchase  and  sell  to 
such  city  and  town  agents,  and  to  them  only,  for  the  pur- 

63 
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poses  in  said  act  specified,  and  in  such  quantities  as  they 
may  require,  spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors,  which  shall 
be  of  a  pure  quality,  and  unadulterated  with  any  mixture, 
or  noxious  or  poisonous  substance  whatever.  All  said  sales 
shall  be  made  for  cash,  and  at  a  price  not  exceeding  an 
advance  of  five  per  centum  upon  the  actual  cost. 
To  keep  record  of      Sect.  3.     Such  pcrson,  SO  appointed  and  commissioned, 

all  purchases  and  -l  '     _  i  sr  ' 

sales,  etc.  shall  kccp  a  record,  in  which  shall  be  plainly  and  truly  re- 

corded all  purchases  and  sales  made  by  him  under  this  act, 
the  prices  at  which  the  same  were  made,  and  the  names  of 
the  persons  of  and  to  whom  made ;  and  the  said  record 
shall  be  at  all  times  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  several  cities,  the  selectmen  of  the 
several  towns,  and  to  the  prosecuting  officers  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  all  packages  of  liquors  sold  by  him  shall 
^have  his  seal  affixed  thereto  before  delivery  thereof;  and  the 
transportation  of  all  liquors,  so  purchased  and  so  sold,  and 
sealed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  by  law. 

lipnd.     •  Sect.  4.     Such  person,  within  ten  days  after  being  so  ap- 

pointed and  commissioned,  shall  file,  in  the  office  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  bond  to  the  Common- 
wealth, in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  with 
two  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by 
the  treasurer,  for  the  faithful  performance  by  him  of  the 
requisitions  of  this  act. 

^h^tn  sr"ifed^"^  Sect.  5.  All  city  and  town  agents  appointed,  or  to  be 
hereafter  appointed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid 
act  concerning  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  spirituous  and 
intoxicating  liquors,  shall  purchase  all  liquors,  to  be  sold  by 
them,  of  the  person  appointed  and  commissioned  as  herein 
provided,  or  of  authorized  manufacturers,  and  in  no  other 
manner. 

Ko  claim  upon        Sect.  6.     Nothinff  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 

Commonwealth  .  >-'  •  t  i 

for  services,  etc.  authorizc  Or  cuipowcr  such  person,  so  appointed  and  com- 
missioned, to  claim  or  receive  of  the  Commonwealth  any 
compensation  for  his  outlay,  services  or  expenses  in  said 
business,  or  to  contract  any  debt  or  obligation,  or  incur  any 
liability,  on  the  faith  or  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth, 
teraun^  '^°ii"«oi'  Sect.  7.  lu  casc  the  person  so  appointed  and  commis- 
^^<^-  '  sioned  shall  adulterate,  or  cause  to  be  adulterated,  the  said 

liquors,  or  any  thereof,  or  shall,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  sell  to  persons  other  than  city  and  town  agents,  or  at 
an  advance  greater  than  five  per  centum  upon  the  cost  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall,  upon  conviction  for  such  offence,  forfeit 
to  the  Commonwealth  the  amount  of  his  aforesaid  bond  and 
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be  imprisoned  in  the  State  Prison  not  less  than  six  months, 
nor  more  than  five  years. 

Sect.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Appj^oved  "by  the  Governor^  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Cape  Ann,  in  Gloucester.  Chap.  471 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  George  F.  AVonsou,  Timothy  Davis,  John  Pew,  corporators. 
and  Moses  Tarr,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby 
made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Ann, 
to  be  established  in  Gloucester,  and  shall  so  continue  until  Duration. 
the  first  day  of  October,  in  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five ;  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  pow- 
ers and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of  this 
Commonwealth,  relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  capital  stock. 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  in- 
stalments and  at  such  times  as  the  stockholders  may  direct: 
provided,  that  the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  first  day  of  Provi.so. 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transfer  of  stocii. 
only  at  its  banking  house  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  subject  to  future 

IftWS. 

liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court  in 
relation  to  banks  and  banking.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  21,  1855.] 


An  Act  authorizing  the  Proprietors  of  the  Upper  Locks  and  Canals  in  the  Qhcit)   472 
County  of  Hampshire  to  sell  their  Lands  and  Water-Power.  "' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  proprietors  of  the  Upper  Locks  and  Ca-  ^ay  sen  lands 

1  n  •,V>.  .1  ^TT  1.  ^^^  water-power. 

nals,  on  Connecticut  Kiver,  in  the  county  oi  Hampshire,  may, 
in  addition  to  the  power  given  them  to  use  or  lease  their 
water-power,  by  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-second  chapter 
of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  sell  and  con- 
vey their  lands  and  water-power,  in  whole  or  in  part :  pro- 
vided, that  all  sales  of  land  or  water-power,  made  by  said  Proviso. 
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proprietors,  shall  be  approved  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of 
the  stockholders  in  interest ;  but  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  in  any  wise  impair  the  legal  rights  of  any  stockholder 
in  said  company,  or  any  creditor  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  473      An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  South 

Danvers." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Assessors  to  com- 

KxesTetcT"'  Sect.  1.  The  assessors  chosen  by  the  town  of  Danvers, 
at  their  annual  meeting  in  March,  this  present  year,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  complete  the  assessment 
of  taxes,  (voted  to  be  raised  by  said  town  at  said  meeting,) 
both  in  Danvers  and  South  Danvers,  any  thing  in  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  town  of  South  Danvers,  or  in  the  place  of 
residence  of  either  of  said  assessors,  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  474  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Telegraph  Newspaper  Company. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aiithority  of 
the  same,  as  follows : 

Corporatora.  

Sect.  1.     John  Nesmith,  William  B.   Spooner,  William 
Claflin,  Moses  Mellen,  Edwin  Thompson,  and  B.  W.  Wil- 
liams, their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a 
Purpose.  corporation   by   the   name    of  the    Telegraph   Newspaper 

Powers,  duties,    Company,  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  daily  and  weekly 
*'"■  newspapers,  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  with  all  the  powers  and 

privileges,  and  subject  to   all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities,   set    forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth 
Real  estate,        chaptcrs  of  thc  Ecviscd  Statutes. 

*"'"'"""■  Sect.  2.     Said  corporation,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 

wiioie  capital  not  may  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
imm  lars,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  com- 

pany shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bee  Printing  Company.  L/iKXp.  47o 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  Samuel  A.  Bradbury,  John  F.  Marsh,  William  corporators. 
H.  Ladd,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Bee  Printing  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  publishing  daily  and  weekly  newspapers,  rurposc. 
&c.,  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges, and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties, set  forth  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fourth  chapters 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.     Said  corporation,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  S$'5''o5o*'''""' 
may  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  ^'l'"'/'  <=•'"'*'»} 

'  1^  not    to   exceed 

company  shall  not  exceed  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.         &75,ouo. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855,] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Con-  Chap.  476 
way  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  Conway  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  olherlsuiTs '" 
Company  shall  be  authorized  to  extend  its  business  to  other 
States  not  named  in  its  act  of  incorporation,  and  shall, 
hereafter,  be  called  and  known  as  the  Conway  Fire  Insur-  Name 
ance  Company. 

Sect.  2.     The  said  company  may  increase  its  guarantee  maHoAn'creSi'f^d 
capital  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  {hrec"vcargy'''"" 
dollars,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  3.     The  said  company  shall  be  authorized  to  set  tSdt.mpuonof 
apart  any  profits  that  may  arise  from  the  business  of  its  s"*™"'^®'''''""'^ 
stock  department,  as  a  reserve  fund,  for  the  redemption  of 
its  guarantee  capital;  and  whenever  the  accumulations  of 
said  reserve  fund  shall  be  sufiicient  to  redeem  fifty  per  cent, 
of  its  guarantee  stock,  the  same  may,  by  a  vote  of  the  di- . 
rectors  of  said  company,  be  redeemed;  and  whenever  an 
additional  fifty  per  cent,  may  have    accumulated   in  said 
reserve  fund,  the  remaining  fifty  per  cent,  of  said  guarantee 
stock  may  be,  in  like  manner,  redeemed :  provided,  that  Proviso. 
whenever  a  redemption  of  the  guarantee  stock  shall  take 
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place,  the  same  amount  shall  be  invested  as  a  permanent 
stock,  in  case  said  company  shall  continue  to  issue  policies 
of  insurance  upon  the  stock  principle. 
stoi\  Mmpany        Sect.  4.     Whcncver,  during  the  continuance  of  its  char- 
Tuai department   ^cr,  thc  Said  compauj  shall  have  invested  one  hundred  thou- 
is reimquished.     gg^j^^j  dollars,  accordiug  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
which  shall  be  made   liable  to  respond  to  any  policies  of 
insurance  thereafter  to  be  issued,  and  shall  have  provided 
for  all  of  its  liabilities  and  dividends  in  the  mutual  depart- 
ment, and  shall,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present  at 
any  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  decide  to  relinquish 
the  mutual  department  of  its  business,  then  the  said  com- 
pany shall  be  authorized   to  make   insurance   as  a  stock 
company,  subject  to  all  laws  and  restrictions,  and  entitled 
to  all  privileges  at  that  time  applicable  to  stock  insurance 
companies  in  this  Commonwealth. 
Giiaraiitcecapitai      Sect.  5.     lu  casc  thc  dlrcctors  of  the  said  company  shall 

to  be  paid  in  and  r        J 

two*'yea^rs  '^"'''"  ^^^®  ^^  iucrcase  its  guarantee  stock,  as  provided  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  all  paid  in  and 
invested,  as  by  law  provided,  within  two  years  from  the 
date  of  the  subscription  to  said  guarantee  stock.  [^Ap- 
proved hy  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Lfhcip.  477      An  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Police  Court  in  the 

Town  of  Chelsea." 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Time  of  holding       Sect.  1.     A  court  shall  be  held,  by  the  iustice  of  said 

court.  .11  }      J  ^    J 

police  court,  at  some  suitable  and  convenient  place,  to  be 
provided  at  the  expense  of  said  town  of  Chelsea,  on  each 
day  of  the  week,  Sundays  excepted,  at  eight  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon,  to  take  cognizance  of  all  crimes,  offences  and 
misdemeanors ;  and  on  one  day  in  each  week,  at  eight  of 
the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  at  such  other  times  as  may 
be  necessary,  for  the  trial  of  civil  suits  and  actions. 
Court  to  have ^u-      Sect.  2.     All  fincs,  forfciturcs    and  penalties,  accruing 

risdiclion  in  crini' 

inai  offences.  for  the  brcacli  of  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  board  of 
health,  or  of  any  of  the  orders  of  the  selectmen  of  said 
town  of  Chelsea,  or  of  any  of  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, whereof  justices  of  the  peace  now  have,  or  may 
hereafter  have  jurisdiction,  may  be  prosecuted  for,  and 
recovered  before,  said  police  court,  by  complaint  or  informa- 
tion, in  the  same  manner  in  which  other  criminal  offences 
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are  now  prosecuted  before  the  police  courts  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sect.  3.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with 
this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

?ECT.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its 
passage.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  "  An  Act  relating  to  Joint  Stock  Companies."  Chap.  478 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  saine,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     Any  joint  stock  company  heretofore  or  hereaf- J°j;|t^«|.ock^com- 
ter  organized  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  May  fran'CTbusS 
fifteenth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  entitled  ^'eauh.*^""""""" 
"An  Act  relating  to  Joint  Stock  Companies,"  or  the  acts  in 
addition  thereto,  for  the  purpose  of  buying,  sawing  or  man- 
ufacturing lumber  or  staves,  or  of  mining  or  quarrying,  may 
carry  on  their  business,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  con- 
venient, in  any  place  or  places  beyond  the  limits  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  may  purchase  and  hold,  in  such  places,  an)' 
real  or  personal  estate  that  may  be  necessary  for  conduct- 
ing their  business,  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  relieve  such  company  from  any 
of  the  duties,  liabilities  or  restrictions,  imposed  by  the  acts 
aforesaid,  and  provided  that  the  locality  of  such  corporation 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  articles  of  agreement. 

Sect.  2.  The  first  meeting  of  all  corporations  organized  ^^l^^cailld"^^' 
under  the  acts  above  referred  to,  shall  be  called  by  a  notice, 
signed  by  any  one  or  more  of  the  persons  named  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  referred  to  in  said  act,  and  setting  forth 
the  place,  time  and  purposes  of  the  meeting;  and  a  copy  of 
such  notice  shall,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  meeting,  be 
delivered  to  each  member,  or  published  in  some  newspaper 
of  the  county  where  the  corporation  is  to  be  established. 

Sect.  3.  In  case  any  doubt  exists  as  to  the  legality  of  ojeamzauon^of 
the  organization  of  any  corporation  which  the  parties  have  fled  by  vote, etc 
attempted  to  organize  under  the  acts  aforesaid,  then  the 
stockholders,  at  any  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose, 
of  which  notice  shall  be  given,  either  in  accordance  with 
the  by-laws  of  such  corporation,  or  in  the  manner  prescribed 
in  the  preceding  section,  may,  by  vote,  ratify  and  confirm 
the  organization  and  the  subsequent  acts  of  said  corpora- 
tion ;  and  a  copy  of  the  vote  shall,  within  sixty  days,  be 
deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  such 
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corporation  shall  be  established,  and  another  copy  with  the 
secretary  of  the  State ;  and  after  such  copies  have  been 
deposited,  the  original  organization  of  the  corporation  shall 
be  taken  to  have  been  legal,  and  all  their  doings  shall  be 
valid  in  law  as  if  the  organization  had  been  originally  made 
in  due  form. 
Legality  of  ccrtif.      Sect.  4.     Whcncvcr  the  officers   of  any  corporation,  or- 

icates  filed  out  of  ,  •nini/.Mii- 

time.  ganized  under  the  acts  aloresaid,  shall  have  lailed,  by  acci- 

dent, mistake  or  other  cause,  to  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of,  or  to  file  the  certificates  required  by,  the  fourth,  fifth, 
ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  said  act,  then  any  or  all  such  cer- 
tificates may  be  filed  at  any  time  ;  and  such  compliance  with 
said  requisitions,  and  such  filing  of  said  certificates,  shall 
have  the  same  efiect  as  if  the  same  had  been  done  at  the 

Proviso.  time  required  by  law :  provided,  hoioevcr,  that  no  such  sub- 

sequent-compliance with  the  requisitions  of  the  statutes 
shall  prevent  the  parties  from  being  personally  liable  for 
any  debts  previously  contracted,  or  affect  the  rights  of  any 
parties  as  to  debts  previously  existing. 

^eZ^c^^^lfa"  i^r      Sect.  5.      Every  corporation  organized  under  the  acts 

stock.  above  referred  to,  may  reduce  its  capital  stock,  and  the 

number  of  shares  therein,  at  any  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
.  ers  especially  called  for  that  purpose,  provided  that  the 
amount  when  so  reduced,  shall  not  be  less  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  prescribed  in  the  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
third  chapter  of  the  acts  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 

Proviso.  and  fifty-one  :  and  provided,  also,  that  the  president,  direc- 

tors and  treasurer  of  such  corporation  shall  cause  a  certifi- 
cate of  such  reduction  of  its  capital  stock  and  shares,  to  be 
made,  signed,  sworn  to,  deposited  and  recorded,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  the  fourth  section  of  said  act. 

Sect.  6.  This  act  shall  take  efiFect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  479  An  Act  to  repeal  "  An  Act  relating  to  Pilotage  in  the  Harbor  of  Prov- 

incetown." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Ge7ieral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Repeal  of  act  of      Thc  onc  huudrcd  and  fiftieth  chapter  of  the  acts   pf  the 
^^*^'  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  in  rela- 

tion to  pilotage  in  the  harbor  of  Provincetown,  is  hereby 
repealed.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  establishing  a  Probate  Court  in  the  Town  of  North  Andover,  in  Chap.  480 
the  County  of  Essex. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.     There  shall  be  hold  en  a  probate  court  on  the  ^'onhAnSr!" 
third  Tuesday  of  January,  in  each  year,  in  the  town  of  North 
Andover,  in  the  county  of  Essex. 

Sect.  2.     So  much  of  the  fifty-fifth  section  of  the  Revised  Repeal  of  statute. 
Statutes,  as  provides  for  the  holding  of  a  probate  court  in 
the  town  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  third 
Tuesday    of  January,   in    each   year,   is   hereby   repealed. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


An  Act  relating  to  tlie  Mystic  River  Corporation.  OAop.  4ol 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1 .  The  Mystic  River  Corporation  is  hereby  au-  ^^"j{lJ°'^^el^^a*ii 
thorized  to  inclose,  by  a  good  and  sufficient  sea-wall,  and  to  andmiupflau. 
fill  up  the  portion  of  flats  lying  between  the  north  or  main 
channel  and  the  south  channel  of  Mystic  River  and  bounded 
by  the  following  described  lines,  namely :  Beginning  at  the  Boundaries. 
point  where  the  south-easterly  line  of  Johnson's  wharf,  ex- 
tended to  the  north  channel,  intersects  a  line  drawn  from 
the  north-easterly  corner  of  Tufts'  mill-pond  to  a  point  on 
Chelsea  Bridge  seven  hundred  feet  northerly  from  the 
northerly  side  of  the  south  draw  in  said  bridge;  thence 
running  easterly  eight  hundred  and  twenty  feet  by  an  arc  of 
a  circle  curving  northerly,  and  having  a  radius  of  thirty-five 
hundred  feet;  thence  running  easterly  by  a  straight  line 
tangent  to  said  arc,  and  in  such  a  direction  that  it  shall  pass 
through  a  point  on  the  north-westerly  side  of  said  bridge 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  feet  southerly  of  the  southerly 
side  of  the  north  draw  in  said  bridge,  running  by  said 
straight  line  to  a  point  three  hundred  and  forty-one  feet 
westerly  of  the  westerly  side  of  said  bridge ;  thence  running 
south-easterly  by  an  arc  of  a  circle  turning  southerly,  and 
having  a  radius  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet,  said 
arc  to  be  continued  until  a  straight  line,  drawn  tangent  to 
said  arc,  would,  if  continued,  pass  through  the  north-easterly 
corner  of  the  timber  dock  of  the  navy  yard  of  the  United 
States,  said  line  tangent  to  be  continued  to  the  northerly 
side  of  the   south  channel  to  a  point  five  hundred  feet  dis- 
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tant  from  said  eorner  of  said  dock,  and  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen  feet  distant  from  the  easterly  side  of  Chelsea 
Bridge,  by  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  with  said  bridge ; 
thence  running  westerly  by  a  straight  line  to  the  termination 
of  said  south  channel  at  a  point  on  the  northerly  side  thereof 
in  the  line  of  the  north-easterly  side  of  Elm  Street,  produced 
north-easterly,  and  five  hundred  feet  from  the  northerly 
side  of  Medford  Street;  thence  running  by  said  line  of  the 
nortli-easterly  side  of  Elm  Street  south-westerly  to  the 
shore.  And  such  docks  as  may  be  desired  may  be  extended 
inward  from  said  sea-wall  first  mentioned,  between  John- 
son's wharf  ajid  the  aforementioned  line  of  Elm  Street 
extended  to  the  north  channel ;  but  below  the  said  line  of 
Elm  Street  extended,  the  sea-wall  shall  be  built  in  an  un- 
broken line  on  the  northerly  channel,  and  thence  to  the^ 
most  easterly  point  of  said  sea-wall  on  the  northerly  side 
of  the  south  channel.  And  such  docks  as  may  be  desired 
may  be  extended  from  the  line  of  the  sea-wall  on  the  south 
channel  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  leaving  a  strip  of  land 
between  the  docks  on  the  south  channel  and  the  sea- wall  on 
the  north  channel,  of  sufficient  width  at  least  for  a  street 
and  railroad  to  be  laid  out  and  constructed  over  the  same. 
And  the  said  corporation  shall  have  the  right  to  build  ware- 
houses on  the  above  described  premises,  and  to  lay  vessels 
at  the  sides  and  ends  of  the  wharves  and  quays,  and  receive 
wharfage  and  dockage  therefor, 
lu  excavate  flats  Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  shall  excavate  the  flats  be- 
nei.etc.  twecn  thc  south  channel  and  the  inclosure  hereby  author- 

ized to  be  filled  up,  to  the  present  depth  of  the  said  south 
channel,  and  shall  widen  the  north  channel  by  excavating 
the  flats  on  the  southerly  side  thereof,  to  the  depth  of  the 
present  channel,  to  a  straight  line  drawn  from  a  point  thir- 
teen hundred  feet  from  the  northerly  side  of  Medford  Street, 
opposite  Webster  Street,  to  a  point  in  Chelsea  Bridge  four 
hundred  feet  southerly  from  the  north  draw  in  said  bridge, 
and  thence  in  $,  curve  of  one  thousand  feet  radius  in  a 
southerly  direction  to  the  channel  below  said  bridge,  and 
shall  keep  the  said  excavations  at  that  depth,  and  shall 
remove  the  whole  of  the  shoal  in  the  middle  of  said  north 
channel  opposite  Island  End  River,  to  the  general  depth  of 
the  channel,  and  keep  the  same  clear  at  that  depth  for  the 
convenience  of  navigation ;  and  shall  excavate  to  the  depth 
of  four  feet  at  least  all  the  remaining  flats  between  said 
north  channel  and  the  sea-wall  herein  authorized  to  be 
built. 
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Sect.  3.  Said  corporation  shall  fill  the  whole  of  that  Jjuty  or  coipora- 
portioa  of  the  area,  hereby  authorized  to  be  filled  up,  which 
is  below  the  north-easterly  line  of  Elm  Street,  extended  to 
the  north  channel,  with  the  material  composing!:  said  flats, 
excavated  as  above  described,  to  the  height  of  eight  feet 
above  mean  low-water;  and  all  additional  material  required 
to  fill  the  said  inclosure  below  the  said  line  of  said  Elm 
Street  to  the  height  of  eight  feet  above  mean  low-water, 
shall  be  taken  from  the  flats  or  marshes  between  high  and 
low-water  mark  above  these  improvements,  in  places  to 
be  approved  by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the 
t>;overuor;  and  the  whole   of  the  work  authorized  and  re- work  to  be  done 

o  Til.  1111T  T  ••  T*°  satisfaction  of 

quired  by  this  act  shall  be  done  under  the  supervision  and  commissioner. 
to  the  satisfaction  of  said  commissioner,  who  shall  report 
annually  to  the  governor  and  council,  and  all  the  costs  of 
his  services  and  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  corpora- 
tion to  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  4.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  ^^pj',;^'"*"'^' 
estate  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  their  wliole  capital 
stock  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars :  pro- 
vided, that  no  shares  in  said  capital  stock  shall  be  issued  Proviso. 
for  a  less  sum  or  amount,  to  be  paid  in  on  each,  than  the 
par  value  of  the  shares  first  issued.  And  the  structure  and 
excavation  by  this  act  authorized  shall  be  commenced  within 
three  years,  and  shall  be  completed  within  ten  years  after 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  5.     If  the  bridge  now  existing  between  Charlcstown  ifbndsebcfree, 

,^,,  Til  1  1  o  I'l  inr  •      corporation    to 

and  Chelsea  shall  ever  be  made  a  iree  bridge,  the  Mystic  i^ave no  ciHim. 
River  Corporation  shall  have  no  claim  against  any  person 
or  corporation  for  the  portion  of  their  land  now  occupied 
by  said  bridge. 

Sect.  6.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  heretofore  passed  ^^ts  repeated. 
relating  to  the  Mystic  River  Corporation  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, except  so  much  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifth  chapter 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  as  incorporated  said  corporation. 

Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  not  take  eflect  unless  it  shall  be  tQlci°l\^J,tl 
accepted  by  the  Mystic  River  Corporation  by  vote  at  its 
annual  meeting  next  ensuing,  or  at  a  special  meeting  of  said 
corporation  called  for  that  purpose  within  ninety  days  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  it  shall  take  efl"ect  from  and 
after  the  date   of  such  acceptance ;  and  said  corporation  flie"P^tt"irsl°r^- 
shall  forthwith,  after  the  acceptance  of  this  act,  file  a  cer- ta^y  of  state, 
titicate  of  such  acceptance  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
State.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor ^  May  21,  1855.] 


) 
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Chap.  482  An  Act  to  authorize  George  Roundy  to  extend  hia  Wharf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

May  extend  GeoFge  Roimdj,  propi'ietor  of  a  wliarf  in  the  harbor  of 

the  town  of  Beverl}',  is  hereby  authorized  to  extend  and 
maintain  his  wharf  six  feet -into  said  harbor,  in  the  direction 

Eights,  etc.  it  now  runs,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  vessels  at  the 
sides  and  end  of  said  wharf,  and  receive  wharfage  and  dock- 

proviso.  age  therefor :  provided,  that  this  grant  shall  not  be  con- 

strued to  extend  to  any  flats  or  land  of  this  Commonwealth 
Iving  in  front  of  the  flats  of  any  other  person,  or  which 
would  be  comprehended  by  the  true  line  of  such  flats  con- 

Provided,  also,  tinucd :  and  provided,  aZso,  that  so  much  of  said  wharf  as 
may  be  constructed  below  low-water  mark  shall  be  built  on 
piles,  which  piles  shall  not  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  six 
feet  in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  and  eight  feet  in  a  trans- 
verse direction,  and  that  this  grant  shall  in  no  wise  impair 
the  legal  rights  of  any  person.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  21,  1855.] 

Chap.  483  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Fitchburg  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company  to 

extend  its  Railroad. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Getieral  Court  assembled,  a?id  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 
Mav  extend  rail-      Sect.  1.     Thc  Fitchburo-  and  Worcester  Railroad  Com- 

road.  ~  , 

pany  is  hereby  authorized  to  extend  its  railroad  from  a 
point  at  or  near  the  westerly  end  of  its  present  passenger 
depot  and  building  in  Fitchburg,  in  a  westerly  direction,  for 
the  distance  of  one  mile,  terminating  on  the  open  land  be- 
tween the  Nashua  River  and  River  Street,  in  said  Fitch- 
burg. 
ruiei^and^resirkf-  Sect.  2.  The  sald  Fitchburg  and  Worcester  Railroad 
"t.'etc^  °°^  ^^'  Company,  in  the  construction  and  use  of  that  point  of  its 
extension  between  its  said  passenger  depot  and  the  west 
side  of  Water  Street,  in  said  Fitchburg,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  rules,  restrictions  and  regulations,  as  now  exist, 
by  contract,  between  the  Fitchburg  and  the  Fitchburg  and 
Worcester  Railroad,  with  reference  to  the  construction  and 
use  of  that  part  of  its  track  lying  between  said  depot  and 
the  location  of  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  Railroad ; 
Powers,  privi-  and  through  the  remainder  of  said  extension,  said  company 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  benefits;  and  be 
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subject  to  all  the   duties   aud  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the 
several  acts  relating  to  railroad  corporations. 

Sect.  3.     If  the  said  company  shall  not  file  the  location  location  ai.  d  m 

'^        •'  twi)  years,  anj  to 

of  the  said  extension  within  two  years,  or  shall  not  com-  A^p'^veg)?,'"^"'''  •" 
plete  the  same  within  five  years  from  the  passage   of  this 
act,  then  this  act  shall  be  void.    {^Ajpproved  by  the  Governor^ 
May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Cape  Cod.  Gliap.  184 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloios  : 

Sect.  1.      Obed  Brooks,  Jr.,  Anthony  Kelley,  Stephen  corporators 
Smith,  Elijah  Cobb,  Prince  S.  Cowell,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of 
the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Cape    . 
Cod,  to  be  established  in  Harwich,  and  shall  so  continue  Duration, 
until  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  ^t'^"'^"-  •*""''• 
powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  lia- 
bilities and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  public  statutes  of 
this  Commonwealth  relative  to  banks  and  banking. 

Sect.  2.     The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  consist  of  ^|'o'i'^;,;|,_i,^;';ian-s 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  "'*'"" *'"''**• 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  such  instalments,  and 
at  such  times,  as  the  stockholders  may  direct :  provided,  that  Proviso. 
the  whole  be  paid  in  before  the  tenth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sect.  3.     The  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  transferable  Transter  of  stock, 
only  at  its  banking  house,  and  on  its  books. 

Sect.  4.     The  said  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  ^^^f"^  to  future 
liabilities,  requirements  and  restrictions,  contained  in  such 
acts  as  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  general  court  in  rela- 
tion to  banks  and  banking.     [Approved*  by  the  Governor, 
May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Boston  and  European  Steamship  Company.      Chnp.  485 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Coui't  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  folloivs  : 

Sect.  1.     Donald  McKay,  George  B.  Upton,  Enoch  Train,  corporators. 
Andrew  T.  Hall,  James  M.  Beebe,  their  associates  and  suc- 
cessors, are   hereby  made   a  corporation  by  the  name  of 
Boston   and   European   Steamship  Company,  for   the   pur-  rarpose. 
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Powers, duties,  pose  of  Davigating  the  ocean  by  steam;  with  all  the  powers 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Authorized  to         Sect.  2.     Thc   Said  company  are  hereby  authorized   to 

build  steamships,  ,.,,  ,  ■,      t  -,  -,  i_  i  • 

etc.  build,  purchase,  hold  and  convey  one  or  more  steamships, 

and  may  therewith  navigate  the  ocean  between  Boston  or 
other  ports  of  the  United  States  and  Europe,  or  Ijetween 
such  port  or  ports,  and  any  islands,  possessions,  or  prov- 
inces, of  European  powers,  and  may  enter  into  such  con- 
tracts with  other  persons,  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to 
run  steamships  between  any  such  port  or  ports,  and  any 
other  port  or  ports  whatsoever. 

Real  estate,  Sect.  3.     The  Said  company  may  hold  real  estate  not  ex- 

ceeding in  value  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  personal 

Personal  proper-  T)roperty  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  thou- 

ty,  $1,500,000.  ^       ^    -,    'U 

sand  dollars. 
Number  of  shares      Sect.  4.     The  nuuibcr  of  sharcs  into  which  the  capital 
efc!    ^  ^  ''^*'  stock  of  said  company  shall  be  divided,  and  the  amount  of 
each  share,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  by-laws,  and  said  company 
shall  have  power  to  assess,  from  time  to  time,  upon  such 
shares,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  objects  of  said  company  :  but  no  share  shall 
be  assessed  for  a  greater  sum  or  sums  in  the  whole,  than  the 
amount  of  such  shares,  so  determined  and  fixed  as  aforesaid. 
Duration.  Sect.  5.     Thc  Said  corporation  shall  continue  for  the  term 

Act  void,  unless,  of  thirty  ycars,  but,  if  the  said  corporation  shall  not  within, 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  have  been  organized, 
and  have  laid  and  collected  an  assessment  or  assessments  to 
the  amount  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  stock,  and  shall 
not,  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  have 
built  and  equipped  at  least  two  steamships  for  the  purposes 
of  said  company,  and  shall  not  use  the  same  for  the  pur- 
poses in  this  act  expressed,  then  this  'act  shall  become  null 
and  void. 
iM°uea  under°prr!  Sect.  6.  No  sharcs  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or  amount  than  the  par 
value  of  the  shares  first  issued. 

Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     [Approved  by  the  Govei'nor,  May  21,  1855.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  "  An  Act  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Chap.  486 
relation  to  Alien  Passengers  and  State  Paupers." 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  agents  appointed  by  said  commissioners  fj^^g^g'^""'"^" 
shall  have  such  salary  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  commissioners, 
not  exceeding  four  dollars  for  each  day  employed,  together 
with  their  necessary  expenses  for  board  and  travel. 

Sect.  2.     So  much  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  passed  Jepeaied!*"'  """^ 
May  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  fifty-one,  as  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  Embezzlement  by  County,  City  and  Town  Chap.  487 

•  Officers. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

If  any  town,  city  or  county  ofiicer,  in  this  Commonwealth,  officers    embez- 

j  '  J  •/  I  zllng      property, 

shall  embezzle  or  fraudulently  convert  to  his  own  use,  or  ji^eemed  guutyof 
shall  fraudulently  take  or  secrete,  with  intent  to  convert  to 
his  own  use,  any  money,  note,  bill,  obligation  or  security, 
or  any  other  effects  or  property  belonging  to  or  in  posses- 
sion of  said' town,  city  or  county,  he  shall  be  deemed,  by  so 
doing,  to  have  committed  the  crime  of  larceny,  and  shall, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  now  provided  by  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  chap- 
ter of  the  Kevised  Statutes  in  cases  of  embezzlement  by 
bank  officers.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  establishing  the  City  of  New  Bedford.     Chap.  488 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.     The  legal  voters  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford  one^fj^M^"^*//^^ 
shall,  at  their  regular  ward  meetings  in  the  month  of  March,  ^"''• 
annually,  elect  one  assistant  assessor  from  each  ward  in 
said  city. 

Sect.  2.     The  city  council  of  said  city  shall  elect,  in  con-  ^/J^  ^^"^^"°^J J," 
vention,  on  the  second  Monday  of  April,  annually,  two  asses-  ^ors. 
sors,  who  shall  have  all  the  powers,  and  be  subject  to  all 
the  duties  and  liabilities,  of  assessors  of  towns. 
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Jhaf^and"as™tt-      Sect.  3.     The  citj  couiicil  shall  annually  elect  a  city  mar- 

^'^^^  shal,  with  such  number  of  assistant  marshals,  constables  and 

police  officers,  as  they  shall  deem  expedient. 

Jeperied*^"*  *''*''  Sect.  4.  All  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with 
this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

acl*ep\ed'et"c"'^^^  Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  be  void  unless  it  shall  be  accept- 
ed and  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  New 
Bedford,  present  and  voting  at  meetings  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  several  wards  of  said  city,  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


Cyhctp.  489  An  Act  to  protect  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : 

t^LnLT^  Sect.  1.     All  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  further  to  pro- 

tect Personal  Liberty,"  passed  the  twenty-fotirth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  shall  apply  to  the  act  of  congress,  approved  Septem- 
ber eighteen,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend,  and  supplementary  to,  the 
act  entitled  'An  Act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters.'  " 

?ff"2"i^^°«  ''h-      Sect.  2.     The  meaning  of  the  one  hundred  and  eleventh 

111,  K.B.,aeniied.  ~ 

chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 

that  every  person  imprisoned  or  restrained  of  his  liberty  is 

entitled,  as  of  right  and  of  course,  to   the  writ  of  habeas 

corpus,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  second  section 

of  that  chapter. 

miT^S'isSe^Hts      Sect.  3.     Thc  Writ  of  habeas  corpus  may  be  issued  by  the 

of  habeas  corpus,  suprcmc  judicial  court,  the  court  of  common  pleas,  by  any 

justice's  court  or  police  court  of  any  town  or  city,  by  any 

court  of  record,  or  by  any  justice  of  either  of  said  courts, 

or  by  any  judge  of  probate ;  and  it  may  be  issued  by  any 

justice  of  the  peace,  if  no  magistrate  above  named  is  known 

to  said  justice  of  the  peace  to  be  within  five  miles  of  the 

place  where  the  party  is  imprisoned- or  restrained,  and  it 

shall  be  returnable  before  the  supreme  judicial  court,  or 

any  one  of  the  justices  thereof,  whether  the  court  may  be 

in  session  or  not,  and  in  term  time  or  vacation. 

dimlnnnai^b^      Sect.  4.     Thc  supremc  judicial  court,  or  any  justice  of 

iestif  perso'ifau  ^^^^  court  bcforc  whom  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  be 

leged  to  be  held  jxiadc  rctumablc,  shall,  on  the  application  of  any  party  to  the 
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proceeding,  order  a  trial  by  jury  as  to  any  facts  stated  in  to  serv-ce  m  an- 
the  return  of  the  officer,  or  as  to  any  facts  alleged,  if  it  shall 
appear  by  the  return  of  the  officer  or  otlierwise,  that  the 
person  whose  restraint  or  imprisonment  is  in  question  is 
claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  in  another  State,  and 
to  have  escaped  from  such  service  or  labor,  and  may  admit 
said  person  to  bail  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollars.  In  such  case,  issue  may  be  joined  by  a  general  de- 
nial of  the  facts  alleged,  the  plea  may  be  not  guilty,  and  the 
jury  shall  have  the  right  to  return  a  general  verdict,  and  the 
same  discretion  as  juries  have  in  the  trial  of  criminal  cases  ; 
and  the  finding  of  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  shall  be  final  and 
conclusive. 

Sect.  5.     The  court  or  iustice  before  whom  the  writ  of  court  may  com- 

''  .  .        ,  ,      .      ninnrt    sheriff    to 

habeas  corpus  is  returnable  shall,  unless  a  jury  is  already  msummoujury. 
attendance,  by  warrant,  command  the  sherifl'  of  the  county, 
or  his  deputy,  to  summon  a  jury  in  the  manner  provided  in 
the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  to  attend 
at  the  time  and  place  stated  in  the  warrant,  at  which  time 
and  place  they  shall  be  impanelled,  and  having  elected  a 
foreman  by  ballot,  the  issue  so  framed  shall  be  put  to  them 
for  their  determination.  In  case  one  jury  shall  disagree,  the 
issue  may  be  submitted  to  the  other  jury,  or  continued  to  the 
next  term,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  And  in  every 
case  of  disagreement  another  jury  may  be  summoned  and 
qualified  as  above  provided,  forthwith  or  at  a  future  day,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court  or  justice  before  whom  the  writ 
is  returned,  until  a  verdict  shall  finally  be  rendered  upon  the 
issue.  If  any  person  summoned  as  a  juror  as  aforesaid  shall 
fail  to  attend  without  sufficient  cause,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of 
fifty  dollars.  And  if,  by  reason  of  challenges  or  otherwise, 
there  shall  not  be  a  full  jury  of  the  persons  summoned,  the 
officer  attending  the  hearing  shall  return  some  suitable  per- 
son or  persons  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

Sect.  6.     If  any  claimant  shall  appear  to  demand  the  cus-  claimant  to  make 

.,  •  f  ,1  /-I  1  n  J.        •  t  .,  statement  in  wr!- 

tody  or  possession  oi  the  person  lor  wnose  beneht  said  writtm?,  etc. 
is  sued  out,  such  claimant  shall  state  in  writing  the  facts  on 
which  he  relies,  with  precision  and  certainty ;  and  neither 
the  claimant  of  the  alleged  fugitive,  nor  any  person  inter- 
ested in  his  alleged  obligation  to  service  or  labor,  nor  the 
alleged  fugitive,  shall  be  permitted  to  testify  at  the  trial  of 
the  issue ;  and  no  confessions,  admissions  or  declarations  of 
the  alleged  fugitive  against  himself  shall  be  given  in  evi- 
dence. Upon  every  question  of  fact  involved  in  the  issue,  Burjen^of^  proof 
the  burden  of  proof  shall  be  on  the  claimant,  and  the  facts 
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alleged  and  necessary  to  be  established,  must  be  proved  by 
the  testimony  of  at  least  two  credible  witnesses,  or  other 
legal  evidence  equivalent  thereto,  and  by  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence,known  and  secured  by  the  common  law;  and  lao  ex 
parte  deposition  or  affidavit  shall  be  received  in  proof  in  be- 
half of  the  claimant,  and  no  presumption  shall  arise  in  favor 
of  the  claimant  from  any  proof  that  the  alleged  fugitive  or 
any  of  his  ancestors  had  been  actually  held  as  a  slave,  with- 
out proof  that  such  holding  was  legal, 
rcnaity  for  re-      Sect.  7.     If  auv  Dcrsou  shall  rcmovc  from  the  limits  of 

moving  anv  per-  J    tr 

'""eirtc?  service  ^^^^  Commonwealth,  or  shall  assist  in  removing  therefrom, 
or  laoor,"  etc.     or  shall  comc  into  the  Commonwealth  with  the  intention  of 
removing  or  of  assisting  in  the  removing  therefrom,  or  shall 
procure  or  assist  in  procuring  to  be  so  removed,  any  person 
being  in  the  peace  thereof  who  is  not  "  held  to  service  or 
labor"  by  the  ''party"  making  "claim,"  or  who  has  not 
"escaped"  from  the  "party"  making  "claim,"  or  whose 
"  service  or  labor  "  is  not  "due"   to  the  "party"  making 
"claim,"  within  the  meaning  of  those  words  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  on  the  pretence  that  such  person 
is  so  held  or  has  so  escaped,  or  that  his  "  service  or  labor" 
is  so  "  due,"  or  with  the  intent  to  subject  him  to  such  "  ser- 
vice or  labor,"  he  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  less  than 
one  thousand,  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and  by 
imprisonment  in  the  State  Prison  not  less  than  one,  nor 
more  than  five  years. 
Tn^'h'Ijur.vrefc!"      Sect.  8.     Any  person  sustaining  wrong  or  injury  by  any 
may  recover  dam-  proceeding  puuishablc  by  the  preceding  section,  may  main- 
tain an  action  and  recover  damages  therefor  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same. 
oflu-e"aidM''thif       Sect.  9.     No  person,  while  holding  any  office  of  honor, 
!iot"loi'ssuewar-  trust,  or  emolument,  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
rants,  etc.  shall,  iu  any  capacity,  issue  any  warrant  or  other  process, 

or  grant  any  certificate,  under  or  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  con- 
gress, approved  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  entitled  "  An 
Act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  or  under  or  by  virtue  of 
an  act  of  congress,  approved  the  eighteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  enti- 
tled "An  Act  to  amend,  and  supplementary  to,  'An  Act  re- 
specting fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters,'  "  or  shall,  in  any  capacity,  serve 
any  such  warrant  or  other  process. 
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Sect.  10.     Any  person  who   shall  errant  any  certificate  rersors  granting 

"*■  cj  ./  certificate      <'tc. 

under  or  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of  cono-ress,  mentioned  in  the  to  forfeit  commis- 
T  •         1111       T  Til  •       -I         *"^"  uh'Iit  Corn- 

preceding  section,  shall  be   deemed  to  have  resigned  any  Jionweaitn. 

commission  from  the  Commonwealth  which  he  may  possess, 
his  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  he  shall  bo  forever 
thereafter  ineligible  to  any  office  of  trust,  honor  or  emolu- 
ment, under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  11.     Any  person  who  shall  act  as  counsel  or  attor- Attorney  for  any 

n  1     '     '       .       o  11  J   /•       •■•  ^  •  Claimants  of  fiigl- 

ney  tor  any  claimant  oi  any  alleged  lugitive  irom  service  or  tives.etc,  notto 

labor,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  acts   of  congress   men- state  courts^ 

tioned  in  the  ninth  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  to 

have  resigned  any  jcommission  from  the  Commonwealth  that 

he  may  possess,  and  he   shall  be  thereafter  incapacitated 

from  appearing  as  counsel  or  attorney  in  the  courts  of  this 

Commonwealth. 

Sect.  12.  The  two  preceding  sections  shall  not  apply  to  violation  of  two 
removal  from  judicial  office ;  but  if  either  of  the  actions  tions*"'  ghaii  "^  ho. 
there  specified  shall  be  performed  by  any  person  holding  ground  'for  im- 

L  I  »/  •/     1  o  pea.cliin6iit  etc. 

judicial  office  under  this  Commonwealth,  it  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  a  violation  of  good  behavior  as  well  as  a  reason  for 
loss  of  public  confidence,  and  as  furnishing  sufficient  ground, 
either  for  impeachment,  or  for  removal  by  address. 
Sect.  13.     No  person  who  holds  anv  office  under  the  laws  certain  u.  s  of- 

^  , .  ^  " .  .  fleers  not  to  hold 

of  the  United  States,  which  qualifies  hira  to  issue  any  war-  "p^s  of  honor. 

'  ^  J  etc  ,  unlcr  Com- 

rant  or  other  process,  or  to  grant  any  certificate  under  the  monweaitn. 
acts  of  congress  named  in  the  ninth  section  of  this  act,  or 
to  serve  the  same,  shall,  at  the  same  time,  hold  any  office  of 
honor,  trust  or  emolument  under  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Sect.  14.     Any  person  holding  any  judicial  office  under  J^}^^^'ci^ai^jj^ffl<=«[» 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  shall  ^^i^'^o^^^^^^jOl'^^J- 
continue,  for  ten  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  hold  ^'ovai."'''^  ^°  '^^'' 
the  office  of  United  States  commissioner,  or  any  office  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  qualifies  him  to  issue 
any  warrant  or  other  process,  or  grant  any  certificate  under 
the  acts  of  congress  named  in  the  ninth  section  of  this  act, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  violated  good  behavior,  to  have 
given  reason  for  loss  of  public  confidence,  and  furnished 
sufficient  ground  either  for  impeachment  or  for  removal  by 
address. 

Sect.  15.     Any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  iailer,  coroner,  con- I'uiishment   tor* 
stable  or  other  officer  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  the  police  persons  claimed 

'  ^  -AS.  fuKitires  Ironi 

of  any  City  or  town,  or  any  district,  county,  city  or  town  service, 
officer,  or  any  officer  or  other  member  of  the  volunteer  mi- 
litia of  this   Commonwealth,  who    shall   hereafter   arrest. 
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imprison,  detain  or  return,  or  aid  in  arresting-,  imprisoning, 
detaining  or  returning;,  any  person  for  the  reason  that  he  is 
claimed  or  adjudged  to  be  a  fugitive  from  service  or  labor, 
shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  one  thousand,  and 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment 
in  the  State  Prison  for  not  less  than  one,  nor  more  than 
two,  years. 
notl'o'act'inslii't      Sect.  16.     Thc  voluntccr  militia  of  this  Commonwealth 
ingfiifeii Ives,  etc.  gj^all  uot  act  iu  any  manner  in  the  seizure,  detention  or  ren- 
dition of  any  person  for  the  reason  that  he  is  claimed  or 
adjudged  to  be  a  fugitive  from  service  or  labor.     Any  mem- 
ber of  the  same  who  shall  ofiend  agair^st  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  one 
thousand,  and  not  exceeding  two  thousand,  dollars,  and  by 
imprisonment  in  the  State  Prison  for  not  less  than  one,  nor 
more  than  two,  years. 
po°int"°commfs:      Sect.  17.     The  governor,   by  and  with  the    advice  and 
CO  "nt!^  to  defend  couscnt  of  the  couucil,  shall  appoint,  in  every  county,  one  or 
fugitives.  more  commissioners  learned  in  the  law,  whose  duty  it  shall 

be,  in  their  respective  counties,  when  any  person  in  this 
State  is  arrested  or  seized,  or  in  danger  of  being  arrested 
or  seized  as  a  fugitive  from  service  or  labor,  on  being  in- 
formed thereof,  diligently  and  faithfully  to  use  all  lawful 
means  to  protect,  defend  and  secure  to  such  alleged  fugitive 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial  by  jury  and  the  benefits  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act;  and  any  attorney  whose  services  are 
desired  by  the  alleged  fugitive  may  also  act  as  counsel  in 
the  case. 
bnSrt"'by°state  Sect.  18.  The  commissioners  shall  defray  all  expenses 
treasurer.  of  witucsscs,  clcrks'  fccs,  and  officers'  fees,  and  other  ex- 

penses which  may  be  incurred  in  the  protection  and  defence 
of  any  person  seized  or  arrested  as  a  fugitive  from  service 
or   labor;    and    the    same,  together   with   the    reasonable 
charges  of  the  commissioners  for  their  services  as  attorneys 
and  counsel  in  the  case,  shall  be  paid  by  the  State  treas- 
urer, on  a  warrant  to  be  issued  by  the  governor. 
usedfoHmprisont      Sect.  19.     No  jail,  prisou,  or  other  place  of  confinement 
fMi&T'i^si- belonging  to,  or  used  by,  either  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
tivcs,etc.  sachusetts   or  any  county  therein,  shall  be  used  for  the 

detention  or  imprisonment  of  any  person  accused  or  con- 
victed of  any  offence  created  by  either  of  the  said  acts  of 
congress  mentioned  in  the  ninth  section  of  this  act,  or  ac- 
cused or  convicted  of  obstructing  or  resisting  any  process, 
warrant,  or  order,  issued  under  either  of  said  acts,  or  of 
rescuing,  or  attempting  to  rescue,  any  person  arrested  or 
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detained  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  either  of  said  acts, 
nor  for  the  imprisonment  of  any  person  arrested  on  mesne 
process,  or  on  execution  in  any  suit  for  damages  or  penal- 
ties accruing,  or  being  claimed  to  accrue,  in  consequence  of 
any  aid  rendered  to  any  escaping  fugitive  from  service  or 
labor. 

Sect.  20.     All  the  provisions  of  lavr  as  to  the  writ  of  l^.;;"^^  ^„^/a^^'^s^t° 
habeas  corpus,  heretofore  existing  and  in  force,  so  far  as  ^^';';;j5%*°t/pp'y 
applicable,  and  so  far  as  not  hereby  changed,  shall  apply  to 
the  cases  arising  under  this  act. 

Sect.  21.     Nothing   in   this   act   shall   be  construed  to  Act^not^to^appiy 
apply  to  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  February,  one  J"^"'^^^^- 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  as  relates  to  fugi- 
tives from  justice. 

Sect.  22.     All  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with  J;'^3'^*"*  ^''*' 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  23.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

In  Senate,  May  21,  1855. 

This  bill  having  been  returned  to  the  Senate  by  his 
excellency  the  governor,  together  with  his  objections  there- 
to, the  said  objections  were  entered  at  large  on  the  journal, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  bill :  and 
the  question  being  stated,  on  agreeing  to  pass  the  bill,  not- 
withstanding the  said  objections,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  thereon,  and  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  an- 
swering in  the  afiirmative,  the  senate  agreed  to  pass  the 
same  notwithstanding  the  said  objections. 

Henry  W.  Benchley,  President. 


House  of  Representatives,  May  21,  1855. 

The  question  being  stated,  shall  this  bill  be  approved, 
the  governor's  objections  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  ? 
— and  being  taken,  as  required  by  the  constitution,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  vot- 
ing thereon  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the  house  ap- 
proved the  same  notwithstanding  the  said  objections.    £^^ 

Daniel  C.  Eddy,  Speaker. 
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CHANGE  OP   NAMES. 


Secretary's  Office. 

By  the  256th  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1851,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  Change  of  Names  of  Persons,"  it  is 
provided  that  "  the  judges  of  probate  for  the  several  coun- 
ties shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  December,  make  a  return 
to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  all 
changes  of  names  made  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and 
such  returns  shall  be  published  in  a  tabular  form,  with  the 
statutes  of  each  year."  And  the  following  returns  have 
been  received  at  this  department  in  accordance  with  said 
act. 

SUFFOLK. 

Anna  Maria  Downs  Lord,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of 
Anna  Maria  Downs. 

Danforth  Eri  Newcomb,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of 
Sylvanus  Judkins. 

James  Sylvester  Morphey,  of  Boston,  takes  the  -name  of 
James  Sylvester  Norman. 

John  Paine,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of  John  Shearer 
Paine. 

Leonard  Lamperts-dorfer,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of 
Leonard  Lamperts. 

George  W.  Dunnaway,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of 
George  W.  Jones. 

Daniel  L.  McGear,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of  Daniel 
L.  Gear. 

Edward  William  Burrows  Thompson,  of  Boston,  takes 
the  name  of  Edward  Thompson. 
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Francis  Boott  Brooks,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of  Fran- 
cis Brooks. 

Philip  Keating,  of  Boston,  takes  the  name  of  Philip  Keat- 
ing Holbrook. 

Decreed  by  Edward  G.  Loring,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk. 

The  date  of  the  decree  is  not  given  in  the  return  made  to 
this  office. 


ESSEX. 

January  3,  1854.  John  Cronin,  of  Salem,  takes  the  name 
of  John  Byron  Howard. 

March  7.  Catherine  Murray,  of  Lynn,  takes  the  name  of 
Adelaide  Herbert  Robinson. 

June  6.  Clara  E.  Richmond,  of  Marblehead,  takes  the 
name  of  Bessie  Richmond. 

July  4.  George  Hunkins,  of  Haverhill,  takes  the  name  of 
George  Warren.  Maria  E.  Hunkins,  of  Haverhill,  takes  the 
name  of  Maria  E.  Warren.  Emma  F.  Hunkins,  of  Haver- 
hill, takes  the  name  of  Emma  F.  Warren.  Helena  A.  Hun- 
kins, of  Haverhill,  takes  the  name  of  Helena  A.  Warren. 

Charles  Henry  Tiplady,  of  Salem,  takes  the  name  of 
Charles  Henry  Pierce. 

October  3.  Michael  L.  Whidden,  of  Danvers,  takes  the 
name  of  Henry  L.  Whidden, 

October  17.  Caroline  Cheswell  Story,  of  Salisbury,  takes 
the  name  of  Caroline  Ireland  Story. 

November  7.  Patrick  Welsh,  of  Salem,  takes  the  name 
of  William  Welsh. 

November  21.  Nathaniel  Hooper,  of  Marblehead,  takes 
the  name  of  Nathaniel  Leach  Hooper. 

Decreed  by  N.  S.  Howe,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County 
of  Essex. 

MIDDLESEX. 

May  2,  1854.  Cyrus  Frederick  Smith,  of  Brighton,  takes 
the  name  of  Cyrus  Frederick  Knight. 

August  8.  William  F.  Morse,  and  Mary  Morse,  his  wife, 
of  Hopkinton,  adopt  Augustus  P.  Murray,  (a  minor,)  and 
said  Augustus  takes  the  name  of  Charles  Fairbanks  Morse. 

August  15.  Dorcas  Maria  Chaffin,  of  Newton,  takes  the 
name  of  Maria  Dorcas  Chaffin. 
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September  19.  Cyrus  H.  Morrill,  and  Catharine  Morrill, 
his  wife,  of  Lowell,  adopt  Elizabeth  Blood,  (a  minor,)  and 
said  Elizabeth  takes  the  name  of  Katy  Josephine  Morrill. 
Abel  D.  Townsend,  and  Mary  Townsend,  of  Lowell,  adopt 
SilvU  Ann  Elliott,  (a  minor,)  and  said  Silva  Ann  takes  the 
name  of  Mary  Eliza  Townsend.  Lyman  Blake,  and  Zeraiah 
Blake,  his  wife,  of  Lowell,  adopt  Abby  Ann  Ness,  (a  minor,) 
and  said  Abby  takes  the  name  of  Abby  Ann  Blake. 

October  10.  Isaac  Emerson,  Jr.,  and  Elmira  Emerson, 
his  wife,  of  Melrose,  adopt  Thomas  Stone,  (a  minor,)  and 
said  Thomas  takes  the  name  of  Frank  Stone  Emerson. 

November  14.  Ephraim  C.  Wetherbee,  and  Xancy 
Wetherbee,  his  wife,  of  Concord,  adopt  Laura  Wheeler, 
(a  minor,)  and  said  Laura  takes  the  name  of  Laura 
Chapman  Wetherbee. 

November  21.  Richard  Murray,  and  Catharine  Murray, 
his  wife,  of  Somerville,  adopt  Thojuas  Francis  Maguire,  (a 
minor,)  and  said  Thomas  takes  the  name  of  Thomas  Francis 
Murray. 

Decreed  by  S.  P.  P.  Fay,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County 
of  Middlesex. 


WORCESTER. 

January  3,  1854.  George  S.  Wicker,  of  Oxford,  takes 
the  name  of  George  Sherman  Wesson. 

February  7.  Ferdinand  Holbrook,  of  Grafton,  takes  the 
name  of  Emory  Holbrook.  William  S.  Merritt,  of  Fitch- 
burg,  adopts  James  Merritt  Leverett,  (a  minor,)  and  said 
AVilliam  takes  the  name  of  James  Leverett  Merritt. 

March  7.  Joel  Hagorett.  of  Paxton,  takes  the  name  of 
Joel  Hudson.  George  Muzzy,  of  Brookfield,  takes  the  name 
of  George  M.  Gallup.  Otis  D.  Bigelow,  of  West  BoylstOB, 
adopts  Jane  Lemira  Barrus,  (a  minor,)  and  said  Jane  takes 
the  name  of  Jane  Lemira  Bigelow.  Nancy  Levina  Barton, 
(a  minor,)  daughter  of  Porter  G.  Barton,  of  Fitchburg,  takes 
the  name  of  Harriet  Nancy  Barton.  Nahum  Hastings,  of 
West  Boylston,  adopts  Abby  Carolin  Lawrence,  (a  minor.) 
and  said  Abby  takes  the  name  of  Abby  Carolin  Hastings. 

May  3.  Josiah  Hannum,  and  Mercy  J.  Hannum,  of  Doug- 
las, adopt  Eldora  Lenora  Rawson,  (a  minor,)  and  said  Eldora 
takes  the  name  of  Eldora  Rawson  Hannum. 

May  18,  Daniel  Russell,  of  Gardner,  adopts  Estus  Smith 
Fay,  (a  minor.)  and  said  Estus  takes  the  name  of  Estus, 

.^6 
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Smith  Russell;  also  Ella  Eliza  Fay,  (a  minor.)  who  takes 
the  name  of  Ella  Eliza  Russell. 

June  6.  Zelia  Tha3'er,  and  Angenette  Thayer,  of  Milford, 
adopt  Marion  Chapiu,  (a  minor,)  and  said  Marion  takes  the 
name  of  Marion  Chapin  Thayer.  Charles  Hyde,  and  Eliza- 
beth Hyde,  of  Hubbardston,  adopt  Emily  Mentoria  Brizzee, 
(a  minor,)  and  said  Emily  takes  the  name  of  Emily  Elizabeth 
Hyde. 

September  5.  Samuel  H.  Hastings,  and  Dorinda  C. 
Hastings,  of  Hubbardston,  adopt  Lilla  Maria  Staples,  (a 
minor,)  and  said  Lilla  takes  the  name  of  Lilla  Maria 
Hastings.  George  N.  Houghton,  and  Abby  T.  Houghton, 
of  Leominster,  adopt  Cynthia  Auiiusta  Seley,  (a  minor,)  and 
said  Cynthia  takes  the  name  of  Clara  Seley  Houghton. 

December  5.  Peter  A.  Bridge,  and  Mary  A.  Bridge,  of 
Gardner,  adopt  Georgianna  Summers,  (a  minor,)  and  said 
Georgianna  takes  the  name  of  Georgianna  Bridge. 

Decreed  by  Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Worcester. 

HAMPSHIEE. 

November  1,  1854.  David  Montague,  and  Lavina  Mon- 
tague, his  wife,  of  Westhanipton,  adopt  Silvia  Montague 
Marsh,  (a  minor.)  aged  four  years,  daughter  of  Phelandcr  S. 
Marsh,  and  Silvia  M.  Marsh,  and  said  Silvia  takes  the  name 
of  Silvia  Marsh  Montague. 

December  5.  Eliphaz  Elbridge  Dickinson,  of  Granby, 
takes  the  name  of  Henry  Anderson  Dickinson. 

Decreed  by  Ithamar  Conkey,  Judge  of  Probate  for  ilw 
County  of  Hampshire. 

HAMPDEN. 

January  3,  1854.  Edward  Warren  Osgood^  of  Spring- 
field, takes  the  name  of  Edward  Sherburne  Osgood. 

August  22.  Louisa  Rebecca  Eno,  of  Westfield,  takes  the 
name  of  Louisa  Eno  Gillette.  Rojal  Greenwood,  of  West 
field,  takes  the  name  of  Royal  Greenwood  Clifton. 

September  26.  Mary  Fidelia  Sikes,  of  West  Springfield, 
takes  the  name  of  Mary  Fidelia  Palmer. 

Decreed  by  Oliver  B.  Morris,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Hampden. 
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peanklin. 

ilarch  14,  1854.  Edward  H.  Snow  and  wife,  of  Ber- 
nardston,  adopt  John  Dwight  Coj,  minor  child  of  John  Coy, 
of  Greenfield,  and  said  John  takes  the  name  of  George 
Dutton  Snow. 

August  22.  Asa  B.  Smith  and  wife,  of  Buckland,  adopt 
Lucy  Maria  Locke,  and  Martha  Laurens  Locke,  minor  chil- 
dren of  Edward  Locke,  late  of  Sandwich  Islands,  deceased, 
and  said  minors  take  the  names  of  Lucy  Maria  Smith  and 
Martha  Laurens  Smith. 

October  18.  Eev.  Asa  B.  Smith,  and  wife,  of  Buckland, 
adopt  Alexander  Browne  and   George  W.  Browne,  minor 

children  of  Browne   and  Maria  0.  Browne,  of  New 

York,  and  said  minors  take  the  names  of  Charles  Alexander 
Smith,  and  George  Alfred  White  Smith. 

Decreed  by  Franklin-  Ripley,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Franklin. 

BERKSHIRE. 

Thomas  Demoranville,  Esther,  Chester  L.,  Adeline  E., 
Albert  T.,  Lucy  I.,  and  John  IL,  take  the  surname  of  Ran- 
ville,  instead  of  Demoranville. 

Decreed  by  Daniel  N.  Dewey,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Berkshire. 


NORFOLK. 

March  25,  1854.  John  Humphrey,  of  Stoughton,  takes 
the  name  of  John  Humphrey  Kelley. 

April  4.  Abby  Jane  Calder,  of  Dedham,  (a  minor,)  takes 
the  name  of  Abby  Jane  Colburu. 

April  8.  Jonathan  Franklin  Woodside,  of  Roxbury,  takes 
the  name  of  Franklin  Woodside. 

May  6.  Eliza  Ann  Fowler,  of  Dedhara,  (a  minor,)  takes 
the  name  of  Mary  Louisa  Boyden. 

May  13.  Manly  Fowler,  of  Roxbury,  (a  minor,)  takes 
the  name  of  Manly  Fowler  Cutter. 

June  24.  Emma  Lavinia  Fales,  of  Canton,  (a  minor.) 
takes  the  name  of  Emma  May  Mann. 

November  25.  Michael  Grace  Read,  of  Roxbury,  takes 
the  nanie  of  Alton  Grace  Readi 
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December  2.  Samuel  Kuowles  Scott,  of  Roxbury,  (a 
minor,)  takes  the  name  of  Samuel  Scott  Knowles. 

Joseph  Monasses,  of  Cohasset,  (a  minor,)  takes  the  name 
of  Joseph  Silva. 

Decreed  by  W.  S.  Leland,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Norfolk. 

BRISTOL. 

January  6,  1854.  Frances  Ruth  Snow,  of  Taunton,  takes 
the  name  of  Frances  Ruth  Maria  Snow. 

Decreed  by  Oliver  Prescott,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Bristol. 

PLYMOUTH. 

March  7,  1854.  William  Henry  McCarthey,  of  Hingham, 
takes  the  name  of  William  Henry  Harrison. 

May  2.  Isabella  Frances  Drew,  of  Bridgewater,  takes 
the  name  of  Isabella  Frances  Holmes. 

May  15.  Deborah  Alden  Ford,  of  Pembroke,  takes  the 
name  of  Deborah  Alden  Tolman.  Bethia  Harrington  Ford, 
of  Pembroke,  takes  the  name  of  Bethia  Harrington  Cobb. 

October  3.  Elizabeth  Williams  Lee,  of  Abingtou,  takes 
the  name  of  Susan  Elizabeth  Frost. 

Decreed  by  Aaron  Hobart,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Plymouth. 

BARNSTABLE, 

June  20,  1854.  Eleazer  Atwood,  Jr.,  of  Wellfleet,  takes 
the  name  of  Eleazer  Higgins  Atwood. 

October  30.  Samuel  Pitcher,  Jr.,  of  Barnstable,  adopts 
a  female  child,  named  Ida  Davis,  and  said  Ida  takes  the 
name  of  Ida  Davis  Pitcher. 

Decreed  by  Nymphas  Marston,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Barnstable. 

No  application  for  change  of  name,  under  this  act,  has  ever 
been  made  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  Dukes  County ;  and  none 
has  been  made  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Nan- 
tucket, during  the  year  1854. 


RESOLVES    • 


PASSED    BY    THE 


'Squhinxt  at  glassac|itsclts. 


Resolve  in  favor  of  William  Sto we.  Chap,    1. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  aud  paid  out  of  the  .*->otcac<iiig-cierk 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  to  William  Stowe,  the  sum  ti'mr^of'"'^*Ki!iia- 
of  fifty  dollars,  in  full  payment  for  his  services  as  acting- 
clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  during  the  organiza- 
tion thereof,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session; 
and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  accordingly.  \^Approved  by 
the  Governor,  January  19,  1855.] 


Resolve  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of  the  Chan.    2. 

Revenue. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  Treasurer  may 

1        •  1         .        T  .11  •  T  Til       borrow  tlie  sum 

and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  of  $3uo,oo". 
legislature,  to  borrow,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue,  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  neces- 
sary for  the  payment  of  the  ordinary  demands  upon  the 
treasury;  and  that  he  shall  repay  any  sum  which  he  shall 
borrow,  as  soon  as  money  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  ■ 
not  oth<'rwise  appropriated,  shall  be  received  into  the  treas- 
ury :  provided,  hoioever,  that  the  whole  amount  borrowed  by 
authority  hereof,  and  remaining  unpaid,  shall  not  at  any  time 
exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  January  23,  1855.] 


938  1855.— Chapters  3,  4,  5,  6. 

Chap.    3.     Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Bridgewater  State  Almshouse 

and  Levi  L.  Goodspeed. 

si.oootosupeiiii-  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  or  the  Coramonwealth,  to  Levi  L.  Goodspeed, 
superintendent  of  the  Bridgewater  State  Almshouse,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  expenses  incurred*  by  him 
in  the  purchase  of  bedding,  and  for  the  purchase  of  addi- 
tioual  bedding  for  said  institution;  and  that  the  governor 
be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  same  accordingly. 
\^Approved  by  the  Governor^  January  29,  1855.] 

Chap.    4.     Resolve  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  to  attend  the  Exposition  of 
the  Industry  of  all  Nations,  to  be  held  at  Paris,  in  May,  1855. 

SS'^^'F^fpoii"  Resolved^  By  this  legislature,  that  his  excellency  the  gov- 
at  pariB!"''"'"^'  f  rnor  be  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  council,  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  represent  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  at  the  exposition  of  in- 
dustry of  all  nations,  to  be  held  at  Paris,  in  May,  1855 — 
said  commission  to  be  without  cost  or  expense  to  the  Com- 
monwealth.  [^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  January  30, 1855.] 

Chap,    5.     Resolve  providing  for  the  Pay  of  the  Legislature,  and  its  Officers,  monthly. 

Moiithiv  pay  of  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of  the  legislature,  at  the 
end  of  every  montli  during  its  session,  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  dollars :  provided,  it  shall  appear  by  the  certificate  of 
the  clerk  of  either  house,  that  the  pay  of  the  member  for 
the  month,  at  three  dollars  per  day,  amounts  to  that  sum; 
and  each  member  shall  submit  to  the  clerk,  in  writing,  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  days  he  has  been  in  attendance 
during  the  month.  Also,  that  there  be  paid  to  the  clerks, 
messengers,  door-keepers  and  pages  of  the  two^.  houses,  a 
proportionate  sum,  upon  producing  the  proper  certificate; 
and  his  excellency  the  governor  is  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  treasury  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  hereinbefore 
specified.      {^Approved  hy  the  Goverrior,  February  1, 1855.] 


Chap.    6.  Resolve  in  favor  of  Mary  H.  Merrick. 

Gnardian  author-  Resolved,  That  for  thc  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition 
r!gbt,  tuieretcf  of  Mary  H.  Merrick,  guardian  of  George  L.  Merrick  and 
Mary  E.  W.  Merrick,  that  Samuel  Hills,  of  Amherst,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  guardian  of  John  Thayer  and  Josiah 
Thayer,  minor  children  and  heirs  of  Samuel  Thayer,  de- 
ceased, or  whoever  may  be  hereafter  appointed  guardian  of 
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said  minors,  is  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for  a 
nominal  consideration  only,  to  release  to  the  heirs  of  William 
Merrick,  late  of  Amherst,  aforesaid,  all  the  right,  title  and 
interest  of  his  said  wards  in,  and  to,  certain  real  estate  sit- 
uated in  Shutesbury,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  which  is  par- 
ticularly described  in  said  petition,  by  a  good  and  sufficient 
deed  thereof,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  said 
minors  might  do  if  they  were  severally  of  full  age.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  February  7,  1855.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Mary  Duncan  Wells,  widow  of  the  late  Chief    C/lCip.    7. 
Justice  Wells. 

Resolved,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  memorial  of ^^^^^I^Vef  jus" 
the  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  there  be  allowed  ""'^  ^^''"'■ 
and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  Mary 
Duncan  Wells,  widow  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Wells,  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  the  sum  of  ten  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars  and  nineteen  cents ;  and  that  the  ti'overnor 
draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
February  1,  1855.] 


Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Uriah  Gardner.  Chcip.    8. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the  $200  to  sheriff  ot 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  Uriah  Gardner,  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Nantucket,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  defending  a  suit  against  himself,  as 
such  officer,  as  stated  in  his  petition ;  and  the  governor  is 
requested  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  16.  1855.] 

Resolve  providing  for  a  Consolidation  and  Arrangement  of  the  General    Chap.    9. 
Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  commissionersto 

'  •!        1      11  •"  1  -1  IT  consolidate    law* 

consent  01  the  council,  shall  appoint  three  able  and  discreet  of  tfe  commou- 

i  1  .      .  wtalih. 

persons,  learned  in  the  law,  to  be  commissioners  for  consol- 
idating and  arranging  the  general  statutes  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  may  be  in  force  and  operation  at  the  time 
such  commissioners  may  make  their  final  report  of  their 
doings  in  the  premises.  Such  commissioners  shall  carefully 
collect,  under  different  titles  and  chapters,  upon  the  basis, 
plan  and  general  form  and  method  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  relating  to  the  same  subject,  and 
shall  execute  and  complete  such  consolidation  and  arrange-  • 
ment,  in  such  manner  as  in  their  judgment  will  render  the 
said  general  statutes  most  concise,  plain  and  intelligible. 


940 
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Duty  of  coramlp 
sloners. 


Same  subject. 


The  commissioners  may,  in  consolidating  and  arranging 
the  statutes,  omit  redundant  enactments,  and  those  which 
may  have  ceased  to  have  any  eflFect  or  influence  on  existing 
rights;  reject  superfluous  words,  and  condense,  into  as  con- 
cise and  comprehensive  a  form  as  is  consistent  with  a  full 
and  clear  expression  of  the  will  of  the  legislature,  all  cir- 
cuitous, tautological  and  ambiguou?  phraseology;  suggest 
any  mistakes,  omissions,  inconsistencies  and  imperfections, 
which  may  appear  in  the  laws  to  be  consolidated  and  ar- 
ranged, and  the  manner  in  which  they  may  be  corrected, 
supplied  and  amended. 

The  commissioners  shall  indicate,  by  brief  marginal  notes 
and  references,  the  statutes,  chapters  and  sections  consoli- 
dated and  arranged  by  them,  the  substance  of  the  contents 
of  each  section,  and  the  leading  and  prominent  judicial  de- 
cisions upon  the  same.  They  shall  complete  the  said  con- 
solidation and  arrangement,  and  make  and  present  their 
final  report  to  the  legislature,  as  soon  as  may  be.  They 
shall  make  their  final  report  in  print ;  and  in  order  to  facil- 
itate the  examination  thereof,  they  shall  cause  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  legislature. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  16,  1855.] 


Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Town  of  Methuen. 


Chap,  10.- 

$io6.5fi  from  the      Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 

school     fund    to  ■,    e^        -\       t%     ■<  •      r^  iiiii  /»i 

treasurer  of  Me-  scliool  fuud  of  this  Couimonwealth,  to  the  treasurer  oi  the 
town  of  Methuen,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollars 
and  fifty-six  cents,  being  the  amount  due  said  town  as  their 
proportion  of  the  school  fund  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn 
therefor  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Febru- 
ary 19,  1855.] 


Official  organs  for 
publishing  laws. 


Chap.    11.  Resolve  in  favor  of  constituting  the  Boston  Daily  Bee,  and  the  American 

Patriot,  the  Official  Organs. 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  Daily  Bee,  and  the  American 
Patriot,  papers  published  in  the  city  of  Boston,  be  consti- 
tuted the  official  organs  for  publishing  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth.      [Approved  by  the   Governor,   February 

27,  1855.] 


Resolve  in  favor  of  J.  D.  Towle  and  Francis  Foster. 


Cha]).  12. 

gi,378  to  J.  P.      Resolved,  Tliat  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 

'lowle  and  fran-    _^  iii  f      ^  •    i  itt  i 

cis  foster,  archi-  (Jommonwealth,  the  sum  oi  thirteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  dollars,  to  Messrs.  J.  D.  Towle  and  Francis  Foster, 
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architects;  of  Boston,  as  payment  and  interest  in  full  for 
plans  for  the  enlargement  of  the  State  House,  furnished  by 
them  to  a  committee  of  the  legislature  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  adopted  by  law,  April  twenty-seven,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-three ;  and  the  governor  is 
requested  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  March  9,  1855.] 

Resolves  concerning  the  Repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  Chap.    13. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  express  again  Repeal  of  com^ 
what  we  believe  to  be  nearly  the  unanimous  sentiment  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  concerning  the  act  of 
congress  during  the  last  year,  by  which  the  injunction  against 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  territory  long  considered 
as  solemnly  guaranteed  to  freedom,  was  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  as  we  protested  while  the  question  was  continued    con. 

,..  .iT'i  .  *  '^''ction  ot  wrong 

yet  pending  in  our  national  legislature,  against  what  we  ^o^e  ^y  the  re- 
considered an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  freedom,  and  a 
violation  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  we  do  now 
again,  after  the  accomplishment  of  the  gross  injustice,  sig- 
nify our  continued  and  strengthened  conviction  of  the  wrong 
done  by  that  measure  to  the  non-slaveholding  portion  of  our 
confederacy,  both  north  and  south. 

Resolved,  That  we  shall  henceforth  continue,  by  all  rea-  Jtestoration  of 

1  •         •  1  IT-  act  of  1820. 

sonable  and  constitutional  methods  m  our  power,  to  seek 
•for  the  restoration  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  that  we  request  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress  to  use  their  influence  towards 
the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  providing  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  as  conflicts 
with  those  provisions. 

Resolved,  That  this  abandonment  of  the  plighted  faith  of  ^^'^n^tihitionai 

'  y     a  means  lor  pronlb- 

the  country,  as  well  as  our  own  solemn  convictions  of  duty,  "ing  slavery,  etc 

justifies  us  in  requesting,  as  we  now  do,  our  senators  and 

representatives  in  congress  to  use  all  just  and  constitutional 

means — first,  to  urge  the  prohibition  of  slavery  from  all  our 

territories  and  from  every  part  of  the  national  domain  under 

the  control  of  congress,  so  as  to  relieve  the  United  States, 

as  a  nation,  from  all  responsibility  for  slavery  wherever  its 

restrictions  can  be  constitutionally  accomplished,  and  second, 

to  secure  the  ascendency  of  the  principles  of  liberty  in  the 

general  government,  so  as  to  make  freedom  national,  and 

slavery  sectional. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  ^JgXM^*'""  °^ 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  the  sena- 
67 
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tors  and  representatives  of  Massachusetts  in  the  congrress 
of  the  United  States.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
d,  1855.] 

whap.    14.  Resolve  upon  the  Petition  of  William  Sohier,  Cyrus  and  Hannah  P.  Mason. 

mortgaTe^ceVtain  Resolvcd,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
lots 01  land.  William  Sohier.  of  Boston,  as  trustee  under  the  will  of  the 
late  Edward  Tuckerman,  of  said  Boston,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  mortgage,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  he  shall  deem  proper,  the  lot  of  land  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  Washington  and  Dover  Streets,  in  said  Bos- 
ton, and  the  lot  of  land  on  said  Washington  Street  next 
north  of  the  Franklin  School-house,  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing money  to  build,  alter,  repair  and  complete  such  buildings 
on  said  lots  as  shall  seem  to  him  to  be  most  for  the  benefit 
of  all  parties  interested  in  the  trust.  Said  mortgage  or 
mortgages  are  to  be  for  a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  whole,  and  for  which  the  note  or 
notes  of  said  Cyrus  or  of  said  Cyrus  and  Hannah  P.  Mason 
may  be  given.  The  said  Sohier  is  authorized  to  retain  out 
of  the  income  of  the  said  trust  fund  sufficient  sums  to  pay 
the  interest  of  said  debt,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  least  one 
thousand  dollars,  in  each  year  after  the  said  buildings  shall 
have  been  occupied  one  year,  to  provide  means  for  the  pay- 
ment of  said  debt;  and  he  is  also  authorized,  as  trustee  as 
aforesaid,  to  renew  said  mortgage  or  mortgages,  from  time 
•  to  time,  until  they  are  paid.     [Approved  by  the  Governor, 

March  10,  1855.] 

Chcip.    15.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  How-was-wee  and  others,  Overseers  of  the  Gay 

Head  Indians. 

esTawiih  bmmdi-      Rcsolved,  That  three  commissioners  be  appointed  by  his 
ry lines.  excellcncy  the  governor  of  the   Commonwealth,  v/ith  the 

advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
after  giving  due  notice  to  all  the  parties  interested,  to  estab- 
lish the  boundary  line  between  the  lands  of  said  Indians  and 
the  lands  of  the  white  inhabitants  of  Chilmark,  in  Dukes 
county,  and  duly  report  the  same.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  9,  1855.] 

Chap.    1 6.  Resolve  in  favor  of  John  V.  Low. 

Pay  as  assistant  Resolvcd,  That  thcrc  bc  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  oi  the  Commonwealth,  to  John  V.  Low,  late  assist- 
ant messenger  to  the  governor  and  council,  the  pay  to  which 
he  would  be  entitled  were  he  not  prevented  by  sickness  from 
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the  performance  of  his  duties ;  and  that  such  pay  be  contin- 
ued during  the  present  session  of  the  legislature :  provided,  Proviso. 
that  the  amount  granted  by  this  resolve  shall  be  paid  out 
under  direction  of  the  governor  and  council  the  present 
yeai',  and  the  governor  is  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant 
therefor.     {Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  14,  1855.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Gay  Head.  Chflp.    1 7. 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  reasons  set  fOrth  in  their  petition,  S2  per  week  to 

overseers  for  the 

there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  Gav  Head  support  of  ciara 

TT  /»  1  {»      ^  r-^  t    -i       n  i        ^heplierd,  a  luna- 

Indians.  irom  the  treasury  of  the   Commonwealth,  for  the  \^^.\  ^">^  -^p"'. 

-     _  oi         1  1     1      1  •  1  -I  n    r-,         18o2,  to  Jan.,  l>>oo. 

support  01  Clara  shepherd,  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Gay 
Head  Indians,  being  a  lunatic,  a  sum  equal  to  two  dollars 
per  week,  from  the  twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
fifty-two,  to  the  twentieth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
fifty-five,  and  that  the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  accordindy.  [Appj'oved  by  the  Governor,  March 
14,  1855.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Martin  VVheelock.  Chap.    18. 

Resolved,  For  reasons   set   forth  in   said  petition,  that  f^o . .«  year  <o 

11  1  11  1  1  •  t  oi  <.!/-!  ilartm  Whceloek 

there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com-  jiwiushis natural 

monwealth,  to  Martin  Wheelock,  of  Gardner,  in  the  county 

of  Worcester,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  a  year,  for  the  term 

of  his  natural  life,  from  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  that  warrants 

be  drawn  accordinglv.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 

16,  1855.] 

Resolves  concerning  the  Colony  Records  of  New  Plymouth  and  Massa-  Chcip.    19. 

chusetts. 

Resolved,  That  eia-ht  hundred  copies   of  the  Records  of  f" '^opj^^  of '^e 

'  c  ir  New      Plvmouth 

the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth,  with  suitable  Indexes,  be  be  printed?''''^  ^° 
stereotyped  and  printed,  under  the  supervision  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  who  may  appoint  some  competent 
person  or  persons  to  prepare  said  records  for  printing,  and 
take  charge  of  the  same ;  and  the  compensation  of  such  per- 
son or  persons  shall  be  determined  by  the  governor  and 
council. 

Resolved,  That  the   secretary  of  the   Commonwealth  be  secretary  to  re- 

,     ,  , ,  -111  n  t  move  records  and 

empowered  to   remove  the  said  books  of  records,  one  or  restore  the  same, 
more  volumes  at  a  time,  from  Plymouth,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  he  is  also  authorized  and  empowered  to  pro- 
cure the  original  books  of  records  to  be  repaired  and  bound 
and  put  into  a  proper  state  for  preservation ;  and  he  is  here- 
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by  directed,  after  the  same  shall  be  printed,  to  restore  the 

same  to  the  registry  of  deeds  in  the  county  of  Plymouth, 

together  with  a  duly  attested  copy  of  the  same  as  printed. 

Secretary  to  dis-      ResolvecL  That  all  the  said  volumes  of  the  records  of  the 

pose  of  same.  -vt  -r-»  •  t      i  •         i 

colony  of  New  Plymouth,  as  printed,  be  committed  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Comnionwealth,  who  shall  cause  them  to  be 
delivered  as  follows,  viz. :  one  copy  of  each  of  said  volumes 
to  be  furnished  to  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor, 
respectively,  and  ta  each  member  of  the  executive  council 
for  the  present  political  year,  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  the  clerks  and  chaplains  of  the  two  branch- 
es ;  the  sergeant-at-arms  and  his  officers,  and  the  reporters 
of  the  two  branches ;  one  to  the  executive  department,  and 
one  for  each  of  the  departments  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  treasurer  and  receiver-general,  auditor,  ad- 
jutant-general, and  to  the  State  library;  one  to  the  library 
of  congress;  one  to  the  State  department  at  Washington ; 
one  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  one  copy  to  the  State 
library  of  each  State  in  the  Union ;  one  copy  each  to  every 
public  library  duly  incorporated  within  this  Commonwealth, 
and  one  copy  each  to  the  editor  of  said  volumes  and  his 
assistants,  and  one  volume  to  each  justice  of  any  court  of 
record  in  this  Commonwealth. 
?o®r"d"*'.wo'"add1-  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  Commonwealth  cause 
be'printed^'^^  *°  to  bc  printed  five  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  first  five 

volumes  of  the  General  Court  Records  of  Massachusetts. 
Disposal  of  same.  Resolvecl,  That  the  said  volumes  of  the  General  Court 
Records  of  Massachusetts,  as  printed,  be  also  committed  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  be  delivered  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  one  copy  of  each  of  said  volumes  to  be  furnished 
to  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  respectively,  and 
to  each  member  of  the  executive  council  for  the  present  po- 
litical year,  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  and  the 
clerks  and  chaplains  of  the  two  branches ;  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  and  his  officers,  and  the  reporters  of  the  two  branches ; 
one  to  the  executive  department,  and  one  for  each  of  the 
departments  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  treas- 
urer and  receiver-general,  auditor,  and  adjutant-general ;  one 
copy  each  to  every  public  library  duly  incorporated  within 
this  Commonwealth.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
24,  1855.] 
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ResoJve  in  favor  of  the  Guardian  of  the  Tribe  of  Punka poag  Indians,  for  Chap.    20. 

the  support  of  Elizabeth  Bancroft. 

Resolved,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition,  that  S50  to  March, -on, 

'  1  '  and  theu  SI  per 

there  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com-  ^^^^'^^  to  be  paid 

'  i:  to  ine  puardian  of 

monwealth,  to  the  guardian  of  the  tribe  of  Punkapoag  In-  Jron'^du'^in.'^her 
dians,  for  the  sole  use  of  Elizabeth  Bancroft,  a  member  of  "a'^raiiiie." 
said  tribe,  being  in  feeble  health,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
from  March  twelfth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  to  March 
twelfth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  thereafter  the 
sum  of  one  dollar  per  week,  to  be  paid  semi-annually,  during 
the  term  of  her  natural  life ;  and  that  warrants  be  drawn 
accordingly.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26, 1855.] 


Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Adams  Bank.  Chap.    21. 

Whereas,  It  appears  that  the  cashier  of  the  Adams  Bank, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  in  tlie  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  deposited  in  the  post  office,  in 
North  Adams,  in  which  place  said  bank  is  located,  two  hours 
before  the  leaving  of  the  mail,  the  returns  required  from 
said  bank,  by  virtue  of  the  three  hundred  and  seventh  chap- 
ter of  the  act  concerning  the  publication  of  the  condition  of 
banks,  approved  April  fifteenth,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  which  said  returns  failed  to 
reach  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
whom  they  were  directed,  without  fault  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  of  said  bank,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  case  and  for  the  reasons  set  forth  Forfeiture  remit- 
in  the  preamble,  said  Adams  Bank  shall  not  be  held  liable  Bank, 
to  forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  the  penalty  im- 
posed by  the  sixth  section  of  the  three  hundred  and  seventh 
chapter  of  the  act  concerning  the  publication  of  the  condi- 
tion of  banks,  approved  April  fifteen,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-four.  [Appi^oved  by  the  Gover- 
nor, March  26,  1855.] 

Resolves  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  establish  the  Boundary  Chap.    22. 
Line  between  Northampton  and  Easthampton. 

Resolved,  That  two  commissioners  be  appointed  by  his  commissioners  to 

'  I'll  T-  -I  establish  bounda- 

excellency  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  ry  '"«• 
of  the  council,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  after  having  duly  no- 
tified the  clerks  of  the  towns  of  Northampton  and  East- 
hampton, to  establish  the  boundary  line,  now  in  dispute, 
between  the  towns  of  Northampton  and  Easthampton,  along 
the  bed  of  the  Connecticut  River,  and  duly  report  the  same. 
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Towns  to  defray  Resolved,  That  the  said  towns  of  Northampton  and  East- 
hampton  shall  be  required  to  defray  the  expense  of.  said 
commission,  each  of  said  towns  paying  one-half  of  said  ex- 
penses.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

Chap.    23.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Barnstable. 

Town  authorized      Resolvcd,  For  thc  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 

to  appropriate  '  ^  ' 

money  for  erec-  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Barnstable  are  hereby  au- 

tion   of  a  monii-  .' 

ment.etc.  thorizcd,  at  any  legal  meeting,  duly  notified,  and  held  for 

that  purpose,  to  appropriate  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be 
voted,  by  three-fourths  of  the  voters  present  and  voting 
thereon,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  James  Otis,  the  revolutionary  patriot. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  26,  1855.] 

Chap.    24.  Resolve  in  favor  of  Lyman  Webster. 

$40  a  year  for  in-  Rcsolved,  That  thcrc  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
performing  niiii-  trcasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  Lyman  Webster,  of  Tyr- 
ingham,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars  a  year  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  for  injuries  sustained  by  him  while  in  the 
performance  of  military  duty ;  the  same  to  be  paid  semi- 
annually, from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four ;  and  that  war- 
rants be  drawn  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
March  31,  1855.] 


Chap.    25.  Resolve  concerning  the  Attorney-General's  Office. 

fi'°McV^assi«-        Resolved,  That  the  attorney-general    be    authorized  to 
ance.  employ  such   clerical   assistance  as  may    be  necessary  in 

preparing  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  the  abstracts  of 
the  annual  reports  of  the  district-attorneys,  and  for  the 
despatch  of  the  public  business  in  said  office,  the  expense 
thereof  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  per  year.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

Chap.    26.  Resolves  concerning  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty. 

Fugitivesiaveact  Resolved,  Inasmuch  as  there  is  neither  any  power  granted 
constitution.  to  thc  general  government  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  enactment  of  any  law  by  congress  for  the  re- 
turn of  alleged  fugitive  slaves,  nor  any  prohibition  therein 
to  the  States  against  the  passage  of  laws  upon  that  subject, 
that  the  fugitive  slave  act  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  tenth 
article  of  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  declares  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
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United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  con- f«^p'^/j"^';«andrep- 

gress  be  requested  to  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  the  ["tg^re'peai!"  "^^ 
unconditional  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  act  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  which  is  hostile  alike  to  the  provisions  of 
the  national  constitution  and  to  the  dictates  of  the  Christian 
religion ;  an  infraction  equally  of  the  "  supreme  law  of  the 
land,"  and  of  the  "higher  law"  of  God  in  consonance  there- 
with. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  be  requested  ?"e™"vesf*'°"  °^ 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  of  Massachusetts  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.     [App7'oved  by  the   Governor,  Api^il 
6,  1855.] 

Resolve  for  the  Pay  of  the  Chaplains  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre-  Chap.    27. 

sentatives. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  chaplains  to  re- 

f      T   •        r-\  11  111-  /■        1        celve  ®200  each, 

treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  chaplains  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  each,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  for  their  services  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  that  warrants  be  drawn  accordingly.  [^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  6,  1855.] 

Resolve  to  reimburse  to  certain  Banks,  Moneys  forfeited  and  paid  by  them  Chap.    28. 
to  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petitions  of  the  Remission ot-flnes 

'  .  -T  .  .  ,  t"  certain  banks. 

several  banks  hereinafter  named,  that  there  be  paid  said 
banks,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  follow- 
ing sums,  viz. :  To  the  Falmouth  Bank,  of  Falmouth,  county 
of  Barnstable,  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Milford  Bank,  of 
Milford,  county  of  Worcester,  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
Naumkeag  Bank,  of  Salem,  county  of  Essex,  five  hundred 
dollars ;  to  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  of  Xewburyport,  county  of 
Essex,  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Rockport  Bank,  of  Rock- 
port,  county  of  Essex,  five  hundred  dollars  ;  to  the  Hingham 
Bank,  of  Hingham,  county  of  Plymouth,  five  hundred  dollars  ; 
to  the  Attleboro'  Bank,  of  Attleboro',  county  of  Bristol,  five 
hundred  dollars, — being  the  amounts  paid  by  said  corpora- 
tions to  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  neglect  in 
not  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  three  hundred 
and  seventh  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  in  relation  to  the  transmission  to  the  secretary  of 


948  1855.— Chapters  29,  30. 

State  of  the  regular  monthly  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  banks  in  the  month  of  October  last ;  and  the  governor  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  same.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  10,  1855.] 

iyhup.    2,).  Resolve  relating  to  Duties  on  Foreign  Coal. 

Jjp^aiofcoai  Resolved,  That  the  senators  and  representatives  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  be 
requested  to  use  their  influence  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  all 
laws  requiring  duties  on  foreign  coal. 

Transmission  of  Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve  to  each  of  the 
senators  and  representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  18,  1855.] 


Chew.    30.  Resolves  concerning  Naturalization  and  the  Nationalizing  of  the  General 

Government. 

Republican  insti-      Resolved,  That  the  political  institutions  of  our  National 
to  an  intelligent  and  State  governments  are  based  upon  a  peculiar  system, 

people.  ~  i  r  J  7 

very  distinct  in  its  general  spirit  and  principles  from  the 
governmental  policy  of  the  older  nations  of  the  earth.  This 
system  necessarily  presupposes  a  state  of  society  and  con- 
current public  opinion  that  have  never,  as  yet,  had  any  ex- 
istence elsewhere.  Both  theory  and  practice  conclusively 
prove  that  republican  institutions  are  especially  adapted  to 
an  educated  and  intelligent  people — a  people  capable  of, 
and  in  some  measure,  at  least,  accustomed  to,  the  exercise  of 
self-government,  which  is  its  distinguishing  and  essential 
characteristic.  A  popular  organization  of  government  re- 
quires as  its  basis  the  previous  and  assured  existence  of 
that  sound  and  progressive  social  condition  which  it  is  its 
great  object  to  cherish  and  to  carry  along  to  the  highest 
possible  stage  of  prosperity  and  advancement. 
To  he  contioiied  Resolved,  That  sound  philosophy  and  practical  experi- 
ence alike  declare,  that  free  institutions  can  be  safely  con- 
fided only  to  the  control  of  free  men — of  men  free  from  the 
delusions  and  darkness  of  ignorance,  and  free  from  the 
abject  depression  caused  by  religious,  personal  and  political 
despotisms. 
Aliens  incayiawe  Resolved,  That  foreigners  born  under  influences  hostile 
"he  pHvue'jJps'Tf  to  such  popular  institutions,  and  trained  up  in  a  state  of 

popular     institu-  .  .'      ^  iMl  -^1    j.i  •  i    i  i 

tions.  society  iucoinpatil)le  with  them,  can  m  general  have  no  sober 

appreciation   of  their  privileges,  and  no   sufficient  compre- 
hension of  their  true  character  and  purposes,  and  that  aliens 
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are  therefore  commonly  incapable  of  exercising  the  full 
franchise  of  a  citizen  of  our  republic,  with  advantage  to 
themselves,  or  safety  to  others. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  these  important  truths  to  subject    recom- 

,  .,'.  „  ,,  ..  ^  ,  meiiilcd  to  attPii- 

tlie  consideration  oi  our  delegation  in  congress,  and  request  «»"  of  delegates 

,  ,..,  11  ••      iiieongress. 

them  to  use  tlieir  endeavors  to  procure  such  alteration  in 
the  naturalization  laws  as  will  extend  the  term  of  residence 
now  required  as  a  prerequisite  to  entitle  aliens  born  to  the 
political  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship.  And  we  fur- 
ther request  them  to  exercise  their  influence  to  place  the 
offices  of  the  government,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  native-born  citizens  (opposed  to  every 
kind  of  despotism,)  as  being  at  once  the  best  entitled  to  the 
honors  and  emoluments  thereof,  and  the  best  qualified  to 
understand  and  promote  the  interest  and  sustain  the  dignity 
of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  Tratismission  of 
copy  of  these  resolves  to  each  of  the  present  members  and 
members  elect  of  the  congressional  delegation  of  this  Com- 
monwealth.     [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  18,  1855,] 

Resolves  on  the  Petition  of  Oliver  Fosgate,  Trustee.  Chap.    31. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  ^g'^t^g°';'^\<'g^*°^«" 
Oliver  Fosgate,  of  Berlin,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell,  at  either 
public  or  private  sale,  for  cash,  or  on  reasonable  credit,  and 
to  convey  in  fee  simple,  by  a  good  and  sufficient  deed,  dis- 
charged of  all  trusts,  all  the  following  described  real  estate 
situate  in  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  contain- 
ing one  acre,  more  or,  less,  with  a  dwelling-house  standing 
thereon,  and  is  the  same  estate  which  Andrew  Harwood 
conveyed  to  Anna  Johnson,  late  of  Southborough,  deceased, 
by  deed  recorded  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  tlie  county  of 
Hampshire,  book  one  hundred  twenty-one,  page  one  hundred 
eighty-two :  provided,  the  said  Fosgate  shall  first  give  bond  Proviso, 
with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge  of  probate  for 
the  county  of  Worcester,  to  apply  and  account  for  the  pur- 
chase money  for  said  estate,  agreeably  to  the  will  and  deed 
mentioned  in  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Fosgate  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  j4°^7ertV'°'' 
authorized  to  hold  and  apply  the  principal  and  income  of 
said  purchase  money  agreeably  to   the   provisions  of  said 
will,  or  to  invest  said  purchase  money  in  the  purchase  of 
other  real  estate,  to  be  held  by  him  in  trust  to  the  same 

58 
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uses  and  purposes  as  he  now  holds  the  estate  to  be  by  him 
conveyed  under  the  foresjoing  resolve.  [Aj)proved  by  the 
Governior,  April  21,1855.]  " 

L/hap.    oZ.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  the  Union  Charitable  Society. 

and^conve'°^ei-      Rssolved,  For  thc  reasous  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
tate.etc.  tho  Union  Charitable  Society  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 

ized to  sell  the  real  estate  of  said  society,  and  to  convey  the 
same  by  good  and  sufficient  deeds,  and  to  invest  the  pro- 
ceeds, under  the  direction  of  the  standing  committee  of  said 
society,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  said  society.  \^Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.] 

Chap.    33.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Herring  Pond  Indians. 

$50  for  support  of      Resolved,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition,  there 

school 

be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  school  fund  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  the  treasurer  of  Herring  Pond  Indians,  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars,  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  school  among 
the  Herring  Pond  Indians ;  and  that,  a  warrant  be  drawn 
therefor  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
21,  1855.] 

Chap.    34.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  James  Leeds. 

Executor  author-      Resolved,  For  thc  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 

ized  to   (.ell  cer-  '  '  ' 

tain  real  estate.  Jamcs  Lccds,  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  executor 
and  trustee  under  the  will  of  John  Howe,  late  of  said  Bos- 
ton, is  authorized  to  sell,  either  by  public  auction  or  private 
sale,  and  pass  deeds  to  convey  in  fee  simple  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  the  following  described  parcel  of  land,  sit- 
uated in  said  Boston  on  North  Street,  formerly  called  Ann 
Street,  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz. :  easterly  on 
said  street,  there  measuring  eighteen  feet  three  inches ; 
southerly  on  an  alley  or  passage-way,  there  measuring 
eighty  feet ;  westerly  on  land  of  the  heirs  of  John  Neat, 
there  measuring  twenty  feet;  northerly  on  land  now  or 
late  of  John  Cookson,  there  measuring  eighty  feet;  together 
with  the  privilege  of  the  passage-way  on  the  south  side 
of  said  lot  to  and  from  said  street  and  to  and  from  the 
rear  of  said  premises,  which  passage-way  is  five  feet  wide  in 
front  and  ten  feet  wide  in  the  rear,  and  the  privilege  of  the 
well  and  pump  standing  on  said  passage-way;  also  all  the 
privileges  and  appurtenances  to  said  lot  belonging,  being 
the  same  premises  conveyed  by  George  W.  Taylor  and 
others  to  John  Howe,  by  deed  dated  June  fourth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
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deeds,  lib.  three  hundred,  fol.  two  hundred  seventy-six.  That  Proceeds,  ho^v- 
the  money  received  from  the  sale  of  said  estate  be  again 
invested  in  a  suitable   and   safe  manner  in  this   Common- 
wealth, by  the  said  Leeds,  and  by  him  held  instead  and  in 
place  of  said  real  estate  under  said  will,  the  rents,  profits 
and  income  therefrom  to  be  paid  to  Ann  Howe,  widow  of- 
said  John  Howe,  during  her  natural  life,  and  at  her  decease 
the  same  be  distributed,  paid  over,  or  disposed  of  according 
to,  and  under  the  provisions  of  said  will :  provided,  hoioever,  P^o^^so. 
that  said  Leeds  shall  first  give  such  bond,  with  sureties,  to 
the  judge  of  probate,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  as  said  judge  shall  approve,  conditioned  faithfully  to 
execute  all  and  singular  the  powers  aforesaid,  and  to  invest, 
hold,  apply  and  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  sale,  and  the  in- 
come thereof,  in  way  and  manner  aforesaid.     Provided,  also,  Provided,  aiso. 
that  before  such  sale  a  guardian  shall  be  duly  appointed  for 
Ann  M.  Howe,  granddaughter  of  said.  John  Howe,  and  said 
guardian  shall  first  file  in  the  probate  office  of  said  county 
of  Suffolk  his  said  guardian's  consent  in  writing  to  said  sale. 
[^Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.] 

Resolves  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Marshpee.  Chap.    oD. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  appropriated  and  paid,  from  the  ^feeun'^  huuse "^ 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars for  the  proprietors  of  the  District  of  Marshpee,  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  the  meeting-house  at  Marshpee,  the 
same  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen 
and  the  missionary  of  the  district  and  parish  of  Marshpee ; 
said  money  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  said  district,  and 
by  him  paid  out  upon  the  orders  of  the  said  selectmen,  for 
the  above  provided  purpose,  and  no  other. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  appropriated  and  paid,  from  the  §325  for  repairing 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  and  repairing  the  . 
school-house  in  the  district  of  Marshpee,  situated  in  the 
northern  part  of  said  Marshpee ;  and  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  dollars,  for  repairs  on  the  school-house  situated  in  the 
southern  school  district  of  said  district  of  Marshpee,  which 
school-houses  were  erected  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Marshpee  Indians.  The  said  sums  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen  of  said  district, 
and  to  be  paid  to  the.  treasurer  thereof,  and  by  him  paid  out, 
upon  the  order  of  said  selectmen,  for  the  above  provided 
purpose,  and  no  other. 


Selectmen  to 
make  returns. 
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$165  anmiaiiy  for      Resolvcd,  That,  ill  additiou  to  the  sums  now  paid,  thepe 

the     support     of  '  '  ^ 

schools.  \yQ  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  school  fund  to  the  selectmen 

of  Marshpee  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars, 
on  the  first  day  of  January^  annually,  to  be  applied  by  the 
selectmen  in  aid  or  support  of  common  schools  in  said  dis- 
trict, in  proportion  to  the  nverage  number  of  attendance  of 
scholars  in  each  school  in  said  district  of  Marshpee :  pro- 

proviso.  vided,  that  the  district  of  Marshpee  shall  annually  raise  the 

sum  of  seventy-five  dollars,  to  be  appropriated  in  the  same 
manner;  and  if  the  said  district  in  any  year  shall  fail  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  said  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars 
on  their  part,  then  the  above  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  dollars  shall  not  be  paid  for  the  year  next  succeeding 
that  in  which  such  failure  shall  take  place.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  selectmen  in  each  year  to  make  a  return  of 
the  condition  of  the  schools  in  said  district,  and  of  the 
moneys  expended  therein,  in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed 
in  the  act  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  income  of 
the  Massachusetts  school  fund.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  26,  1855.] 

L>ilCip.    ob.  Resolve  in  aid  of  the  American  Institute  of  Instruction. 

m-wT"^  ^"^  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  annually,  in  the  month  of 
August,  for  the  term  of  five  successive  years,  to  the  direc- 
tors of  the  American  Institute  of  Instruction,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars;  and  that  warrants  be  drawn  accord- 
ingly.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  26,  1855. J 

L>rlCip.    ot.  Resolve  in  favor  of  Johnson  Gardner. 

$37auowed.  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 

Commonwealth,  to  Johnson  Gardner,  of  Seekonk,  the  sum 
^  of  thirty-seven  dollars,  in  full  for  services  rendered  and  ex- 
penses incurred  while  acting  under  the  commission  of  his 
excellency  the  governor,  in  the  case  of  Leander  Dunwell; 
and  that  the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant 
accordingly.     [Approved  by  the  Gover?ior,  April  26,  1855.] 

Chap.    38.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Abraham  Brown. 

$40.50  allowed.  Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
there  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  Abraham  Brown,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars 
and  fifty  cents,  for  remuneration  for  services  in  the  last 
sickness  of  Nabby  Lathan,  an  Indian  of  the  Chappaquiddick 
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tribe ;  and  that  the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  according!}'.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April 
26,  1855.]. 


Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Indigent  Insane.  iyhlip.    6j. 

Whereas,  Miss  Dora  L.  Dix,  of  Massachusetts,  has  for  President's  veto 

.  '  '  of  the  bill  appro- 

many  years  perseveringly  labored  for  the  benefit  of  the  ^Jreg"^,'ii'nd"'fo? 
indigent  insane,  "and  was  instrumental  in  proposing  to  the '""'sem insane. 
late  congress  of  the  United  States  a  bill  to  grant  twelve 
million  acres  of  the  public  lands,  to  be  apportioned,  joro  rata, 
among  the  several  States  of  our  Union,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
indigent  insane ;  and  whereas  the  said  bill  passed  the  United 
States  senate  by  a  vote  of  twenty-five  yeas  to  twelve  nays., 
and  the  house  of  representatives  by  a  vote  of  eighty-one 
yeas  to  fifty-three  nays,  yet  it  failed  to  become  a  law,  in 
consequence  of  the  veto  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  : 

Resolved,  Therefore,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- ■'Senators  and  rep- 

-.  1111  .      rescntatives      to 

sentatives,  m  general  court  assembled,  that  our  senators  in  u^e  au  consistent 

'     .     "  '  .  means  for  passage 

congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested,  of  a  simitar  act. 
to  use  all  consistent  and  constitutional  means  to  effect  the 
passage  of  an  act  similar  to  that  above  mentioned.     [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  April  21,  1855.]  ' 


Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Ezekiel  Dill  and  Joshua  Lincoln.  Chap.    40. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  «5o  each  allowed. 
there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  the  said  petitioners,  citizens  of  Eastham,  in 
the  county  of  Barnstable,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  each  ;  and 
that  the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the 
same.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  27,  1855.] 

Resolve  granting  Taxes  for  the  several  Counties.  Chcip.    41. 

Resoloed,  That  the  sums  placed  against  the  names  of  the  county  taxes, 
several  counties  in  the  following  schedule  be,  and  hereby 
are,  granted  as  a  tax  for  each  county,  respectively,  to  be  as-' 
sessed,  paid,  collected  and  applied,  according  to  law,  namely  : 

Essex,  seventy-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  twenty  dol- 
lars. 

Middlesex,  eighty-three  thousand  two  hundred  sixty-four 
dollars. 

Worcester,  sixty  thousand  dollars.  . 

Hampshire,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Hampden,  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars. 
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Franklin,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 
Berkshire,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Norfolk,  jfifty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Plj-mouth,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Bristol,  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Barnstable,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 
Dukes  county,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
And  this  resolve  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April,  27,  1855.] 

L/liaj^.    42.  Resolve  concerning  the  procurement  of  Books,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  In- 
mates of  various  Public  Charitable  Institutions  of  this  Commonwealth, 

fuieboo'ks^ac'*.''"  Resolved,  That  there  be  appropriated  to  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing institutions,  viz. : — the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at 
Taunton,  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury,  the  State 
Almshouse  at  Bridgewater,  the  State  Almshouse  at  Monson, 
the  State  Hospital  at  Rainsford  Island,  the  State  Reform 
School  for  Boys  at  Westborough,  and  the  State  Reform 
School  for  Girls,  wlienever  the  same  shall  have  gone  into 
operation,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for  the 
procurement  of  suitable  books  and  other  reading  matter  for 
the  use  of  the  inmates  of  said  institutions,  and  that  the 
p^nd**'$75*a.inu- ^'""^^^^^  ^^^^  iuspcctors  of  Said  establishments  be  autlior- 
purposc*'^^'"''"^  i^^^  to  expend,  annually,  hereafter,  from  the  appropriation 
for  current  expenses,  a  sum,  at  their  discretion,  not  to  ex-- 
ceed  seventy-five  dollars  for  each  of  the  aforesaid  institu- 
tions, for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  [Approved  hy  the  Gov- 
ernor,  April  27,  1855.] 


Chap.    43.  Resolves  relating  to  the  proposed  Articles  of  Amendments  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  articles  of  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  last  and  pres- 
ent general  courts,  and  published  in  the  manner  required  by 
the  constitution,  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  ratifi- 
cation and  adoption. 

FIRST  ARTICLE  OP  AMENDMENT. 

piopVe°"to *be 'hy      ^"^  ^^^  clcctions  of  civil  ofiiccrs  by  the  people  of  this  Com- 
piuraiity  of  votes,  mouwcalth,  whosc  clcction  is  provided  for  by  the  constitu- 
tion, the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes   shall 
be  deemed  and  declared  to  be  elected. 

SECOND  ARTICLE  OP  AMENDMENT. 

eie"2fion^or"ov-      ^hc   meeting  for  the  choice   of -governor,  lieutenaut-gov- 
ernor,  etc.         emor,  scuators  and  representatives,  shall  be  held  on  the 
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Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  November,  annually ; 
but  in  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  representatives  on  that  day, 
a  second  meeting  shall  be  holden  for  that  purpoae,  on  the 
fourth  Monday  of  the  same  month  of  November. 

THIED  ARTICLE  OF  AMENDMENT. 

Eio;ht  councillors  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  the  inhabi-  Ekjit councillors 

~  J  J  to   be  chostn  bv 

tants  of  this  Commonwealth,  qualified  to  vote  for  governor,  i^e  people. 

The  election  of  councillors  shall  be  determined  by  the  same 

rule  that  is  required  in  the  election  of  governor.     The  leo-  Legislature  to  dis- 

.    ,  ...  '^  ^    tnct  Slate. 

islature,  at  its  nrst  session  after  this  amendment  shall  have 
iften  adopted,  and  at  its  first  session  after  the  next  State 
census  shall  have  been  taken,  and  at  its  first  session  after 
each  decennial  State  census  thereafterwards,  shall  divide  the 
Commonvs^ealth  into  eight  districts  of  contiguous  territorj', 
each  containing  a  number  of  inhabitants  as  nearly  equal  as 
practicable,  without  dividing  any  town  or  ward  of  a  city,  and 
each  entitled  to  elect  one  councillor :  provided,  hoioevei^, 
that  if,  at  any  time,  the  constitution  shall  provide  for  the 
division  of  the  Commonwealth  into  forty  senatorial  districts, 
then  the  legislature  shall  so  arrange  the  councillor  districts 
that  each  district  shall  consist  of  five  contiguous  senatorial 
districts,  as  they  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  established  by 
the  legislature.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Q'>aiifloation  of 
councillor  who  has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  the  term  of  five  years  immediately  preceding  his 
election.  The  day  and  manner  of  the  election,  the  return  Day  and  mdnner 
of  the  votes,  and  the  declaration  of  the  said  elections,  shall  °  ^®'''°°'^''- 
be  the  same  as  are  required  in  the  election  of  governor. 
Whenever  there  shall  be  a  failure  to  elect  the  full  number  of  vacancies,  how 
councillors,  the  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  required  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  senate ;  and  va- 
cancies occasioned  by  death,  removal  from  the  State,  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  filled  in  like  manner,  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  such  vacancies  shall  have  happened.     And  that  there  organization   of 

-    -  .         ,  .  .   *  '^       „      ,  the  tovernment. 

may  be  no  delay  in  the  organization  oi  the  government  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  January,  the  governor,  with  at  least 
five  councillors  for  the  time  being,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
examine  the  returned  copies  of  the  records  for  the  election  of 
governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  councillors  ;  and  ten  days 
before  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  January,  he  shall  issue 
his  summons  to  such  persons  as  appear  to  be  chosen,  to  at- 
tend on  that  day  to  be  qualified  accordingly ;  and  the  sec- 
retary shall  lay  the  returns  before  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  on  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  January,  to 
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be  by  them  examined ;  and  in  case  of  the  election  of  either 
•  of  said  officers,  the  choice  shall  be  by  them  declared  and 
published  ;  but  in  case  there  shall  be  no  election  of  either 
of  said  officers,  the  legislature  shall  proceed  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies in  the  manner  provided  in  the  constitution  for  the 
choice  of  such  officers. 

FOURTH  ARTICLE  OF  AMENDMENT. 

Election  f.f=pcre-      The   sccretarv.  treasurer  and  receiver-sreneral,  auditor, 

tarv.      treasurer,  »'  '  ^  '  -    7 

auditor,  ami  at-  ^^(j  attoi'ney-oieneral,  shall  be  chosen  annuallv,  on  the  day 

t'lrneygeiieral,  ./    o  ■  "  '  .' 

by  the  people,  j^  Novcmber  prescribed  for  the  choice  of  g-overnor ;  and 
each  person  then  chosen  as  such,  duly  qualified  in  ot^ier 
respects,  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  third  Wednesday  in  January  next  thereafter,  and  until 
another  is  chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead.  The  qualifica- 
tion of  the  voters,  the  manner  of  the  election,  the  return  of 
the  votes,  and  the  declaration  of  the  election,  shall  be  such 

Vacancies, how  as  arc  rcQuired  In  the  election  of  governor.  In  case  of  a 
failure  to  elect  either  of  said  officers  on  the  day  in  Novem- 
ber aforesaid,  or  in  case  of  the  decease  in  the  mean  time  of 
the  person  elected  as  such,  such  officer  shall  be  chosen  on 
or  before  the  third  Wednesday  in  January  next  thereafter, 
from  the  two  persons  who  had  the  highest  number  of  votes 
for  said  offices  on  the  day  in  November  aforesaid,  by  joint 
ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives,  in  one  room  ;  and 
in  case  the  office  of  secretary,  or  treasurer  and  receiver- 
general,  or  auditor,  or  attorney-general,  shall  become  vacant, 
from  any  cause,  during  an  annual  or  special  session  of  the 
general  court,  such  vacancy  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  filled  by 
choice  from  the  people  at  large;  but  if  such  vacancy  shall 
occur  at  any  other  time,  it  shall  be  supplied  by  the  governor 
by  appointment,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council. 
The  person  so  chosen  or  appointed,  duly  qualified  in  other 
respects,  shall  hold  his  office  until  his  successor  is  chosen 

On  neglect  to  ac  aud  duly  qualified  in  his  stead.     In  case  any  person  chosen 

deemed  vacant,  or  appointed  to  cithcr  of  the  ofiices  aforesaid,  shall  neglect, 
for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  he  could  otherwise  enter  upon 
his  duties,  to  qualify  himself  in  all  respects  to  enter  upon 
the  discharge  of  such  duties,  the  office  to  which  he  has  been 

Quaiiflcafions  elcctcd  Or  appointed  shall  be  deemed  vacant.  No  person 
shall  be  eligible  to  either  of  said  offices  unless  he  shall  have 
been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  five  years  next 
preceding  his  election  or  appointment. 
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FIFTH  ARTICLE  OF  AMENDMENT. 

All  monevs  raised  bv  taxation,  in  the  towns  and  cities,  for  sc^ooi    moneva 

,  "     p  iTii  Til  i-i  1        "°'^  '°   ^^  applied 

the  support  ot  public  schools,  and  all  moneys  which  may  be  ^JJ^^J^/,^"*" 
appropriated  by  the  State  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 
shall  be  applied  to,  and  expended  in,  no  other  schools  than 
those  which  are  conducted  according:  to  law,  under  the  order 
and  puperintendence  of  the  authorities  of  the  town  or  city 
in  wliich  the  money  is  to  be  expended ;  and  such  moneys 
shall  never  be  appropriated  to  any  religious  sect  for  the 
maintenance,  exclusively,  of  its  own  schools. 

SIXTH  ARTICLE  OF  AMENDMENT. 

The  legislature  shall  prescribe,  by  general  law,  for  the  pr£?].fop''bv pelf- 
election  of  sheriflFs,    registers    of  probate,    commissioners  eiect'oiTu'fcerta'ln 
of  insolvency,  and  clerks  of  the  courts,  by  the  people  of  °^^=^^j'e*  ^^   ^''^ 
the  several  counties,  and  that  district-attorneys   shall  be 
chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several  districts,  for  such  term 
of  office  as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe. 

Resolved,  That  the  people   shall  be  assembled  for  the  M'.ptincs  mr 

'  i^       A  adoption      ot 

purpose  aforesaid,  in  their  respective  cities  and  towns,  in  ^'^endments. 
meetings  to  be  legally  warned,  and  held  on  the  fourth  Wed- 
nesday, being  the  twenty-third  day  of  May  next,  at  which 
meetings  all  the  inhabitants  qualified  to  vote  for  senators 
and  representatives  in  the  general  court  may  give  in  their 
votes,  by  ballot,  for  or  against  each  of  the  said  articles  of 
amendment:  and  the  sam&  officers  shall  preside  in  the  said 
meetings  as  in  the  meetings  for  the  choice  of  senators  and 
representatives,  and  shall,  in  open  meeting,  receive,  sort, 
count  and  declare  the  votes  of  the  inhabitants  for  and  against 
the  same  ;  and  the  said  votes  shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerks 
of  said  cities  and  towns,  and  true  returns  thereof  shall  be 
made  out,  under  the  hands  of  the  mayors  and  aldermen  of 
the  several  cities,  and  of  the  selectmen,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  and  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  cities  and  towns,  re- 
spectively, and  sealed  up  and  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  within  three  days  after  the  said  meeting,  to  be  by  him 
transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth within  seven  days  after  receiving  the  same,  or  the 
said  mayors  and  aldermen,  and  selectmen,  respectively,  shall 
themselves  transmit  the  same  to  the  said  office  within  ten 
days  after  the  said  meetings :  provided,  that  in  the  several 
cities  the  meetings  held  under  this  resolve  shall  be  conducted 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  establishing  the  same, 
and  of  the  several  acts  in  addition  thereto. 

59 
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Mode  of  voting  on      Resolved,  That  each  of  the  said  articles  shall  be  cousid- 

amendmeuts.  , 

ercd  as  a  distinct  amendment,  to  be  adopted  in  the  whole,  or 
rejected  in  the  whole,  as  the  people  shall  think  proper.  And 
every  person,  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  may  express  his 
opinion  on  each  article  as-  designated  by  its  appropriate 
number,  without  specifying  in  his  ballot  the  contents  of  the 
article,  and  by  annexing  to  each  number  the  word  yes  or  no, 
or  any  other  words  of  the  same  import;  but  the  whole  shall 
be  written  or  printed  on  one  ballot  in  substance  as  follows, 
to  wit :  Amendments — article  first,  yes  or  no  ;  article  second, 
yes  or  no,  &c.,  to  article  sixth,  yes  or  no.  And  every  article 
that  shall  appear  to  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  per- 
sons voting  thereon,  shall"  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  ratified 
and  adopted  by  the  people. 
Governor  and         Resolved,  That  liis  excellencv  the  governor  and  the  coun- 

COUTlClI  to    CX~  V  CI* 

amine  returns,  cil,  sball,  forthwith,  opcu  and  examine  the  votes  returned  as 
aforesaid ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  said  articles  of  amend- 
ment, or  either  of  them,  have  been  approved  by  a  majority 
of  the  persons  voting  thereon,  according  to  the  votes  re- 
turned and  certified  as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  enrolled 
on  parchment  and  deposited  in  the  secretary's  office  as  a 
part  of  the  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  shall  be 
published  in  immediate  connection  therewith,  numbered  ac- 
cording to  their  numerical  position,  with  the  articles  of 
amendment  of  the  constitution  heretofore  adopted,  in  all 
future  editions  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  printed 
by  pu])lic  authority. 

Governor toissue      Rcsolvcd,  That  his  excellencv  the  governor  be,  and  he  here- 

proclamation.  .  ^         •        -,  -,  -,•-,'  i  •         r        ^ 

by  IS,  authorized  and  requested  to  issue  his  proclamation  forth- 
with, after  examination  of  the  votes  returned  as  aforesaid, 
reciting  the  said  articles  of  amendment,  or  either  of  them, 
and  announcing  that  said  articles  of  amendment,  or  either  of 
them,  have  been  duly  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  people  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  have  become  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tution thereof,  and  requiring  all  magistrates  and  officers,  and 
all  citizens  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  to  take  notice  thereof, 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly ;  or  that  the  said  arti- 
cles of  amendment,  or  either  of  them,  have  been  rejected, 
as  the  case  may  be. 
fra'i[a^n7re*8oive3      Resolved,  That  a  printed  copy  of  these  resolves,  including 

etc.,  to  cities  and  the  Said  articlcs  of  amendment,  and  blank  forms  of  the  re- 
towns.  ' 

turns  ol  votes  on  each  of  said  articles,  shall  be  transmitted, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  by  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  the  mayors  and  aldermen  of  the  several  cities,  and  to  the 
selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  of  this  Commonwealth. 
[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1, 1855.] 
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Resolve  in  favor  of  Harvey  Fowler.  Chcip.   44. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  $345.25  allowed. 
there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  the  said  Harvey  Fowler,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  twenty^five  cents,  the 
same  being  an  unpaid  balance  due  him  under  a  contract  for 
reporting  the  debates  of  tlie  late  convention  for  revising 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  that  a  warrant  will  be 
drawn  accordingly.  [Appi'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  2, 
1855.] 

Resolve  in  aid  of  the  Female  Medical  Education  Society.  KyflCip.    45. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  ^uai''*"""me"ts^'' 
Comuionwealth,  to  the  Female  Medical  Education  Society, 
in  aid  of  its  institution,  the  New  England  Female  Medical 
College,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  four 
annual  payments  on  the  first  of  January,  commencing  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six;  this  sum  to  be  applied  in 
providing  a  suitable  building,  library,  apparatus  and  other 
necessary  furniture  and  fixtures,  and  in  otherwise  promoting 
the  objects  of  the  society  and  its  institution;  and  that  the 
governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  therefor :  p?'o- 
vided,  an  equal  sum  be  raised  for  the  same  purpose  from  I'^oviao- 
other  sources.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 


Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Arad  Denison.  Chcip.   46. 

Resolved,  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  «io  annually  for 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  Arad  Dennison,  of  Leyden,  the  sum  of  forty 
dollars,  annually,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the 
eighteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five ;  the  same  to  be  paid  in  semi-annual 
instalments  of  twenty  dollars  each,  and  the  governor  is  re- 
quested to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Increase  N.  Emerton.  Chap.   47. 

Resolved,  That  for  reasons   set  forth  in  said  petition,  .$40  annually  for 
there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com-   ^'^^^^^^' 
monwealth,  to  Increase  N.  Emerton,  of  Lynn,  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars,  annually,  for  the  term  of 
five  years  from  the  fifth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five ;  the  same  to  be  paid  in  semi-annual 
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instalments  of  twenty  dollars  each,  and  the  governor  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  therefor.  [Approved 
hy  the  Governor,  May  2,  1855.] 


Chap.   48.  Resolves  in  favor  of  Normal  Schools  and  School  Agents. 

ri  hf  ^^»''"'ifh<foi-      Resolved,  That  fifteen  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated 
house  at  West-  to  purchasc  for  the  State  the  rio;ht  which  a  school  district 

in  Westfield  has  to  the  use  of  the  lower  story  of  the  State 

Normal  School-house  in  said  town. 
$1,000  for  further      Resolvcd,  That  onc  thousaud  dollars  be  appropriated  to 

Improvements  in  '  c    r       .1  j-  />  •  j     • 

Framinghamnor- cleiray  the  cxpcuse  01  further  grading,  lencmg  and  improv- 
ing the  grounds  of  the  Framingham  State  Normal  School, 
and  of  providing  such  additional  conveniences  as  the  board 
of  education  shall  find  necessary. 

$13.(100  annually.      Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  be 

fur    three    ^  ears.  ' 

fou^naty'uormaf^PP^^P''''^^®*^'  ^-Knually,  for  a  period  of  three  years  from  ihe 
schools.  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  to  the 

support  of  the  four  State  Normal  Schools,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  education  ;  the  said  amount  to  be  taken 
from  the  income  of  the  school  fund,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-four,  chapter  three  hundred,  section  third,  and  that 
the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the 
treasury  accordingly. 
flTnsesTtc""^'  Resolved,  That  five  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  persons  appointed  by  the 
board  of  education  to  visit  the  towns  and  school  districts  of 
the  State,  in  addition  to  the  sum  appropriated  for  their  sup- 
port by  the  resolve  of  March  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-three.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2, 1855.] 

Chap,    49.  Resolve  concerning  the  Printing  for  the  Commonwealth. 

frconlrlct  ^ik  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
Secutethe^suie  ^^16  clerks  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  be 
printing.  dircctcd   to  contract  with  "William  White,  in  the  name  and 

on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  said  White  shall  exe- 
cute the  printing  for  the  various  departments  for  one  year 
from  the  first  day  of  April  current,  at  rates  corresponding 
with  the  ruling  market  prices:  provided,  that  bonds  t^atis- 
factory  to  the  secretary,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  be  given  by  said  White  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  said  contract.  [App7'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  3. 
1855.] 
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Resolve  for  the  payment  of  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Council,  Legis-  Chcit).    50. 
lature,  and  Offices  in  the  State  House,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-fivei 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  ^il^^lH^f^rt 
Commonwealth  to  the  sergeant-at-arms,  a  sum  not  exceed-"'®"- 
ing  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  enable  him  to 
defray  certain  contingent  expenses  of  the  council,  general 
court,  and  ofiices  in  the  State  House,  for  the  present  year, 
and  also  to  pay  any  sum  for  the  same  purposes  not  covered 
by  the  appropriation  in  the  year  one  thousand  eioht  hundred 
and  fifty-four.      {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 


Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Door-keepers,  Messengers  and  Pages  of  the  General  Chap.    0 1 . 

Court.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  y!!^^'rr,^''Z%^el 
Commonwealth,  to  the  door-keepers,  messengers  and  pages  ^*^-^n(^,^''"^'^°'^" 
of  the  general  court,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  per  volume  for 
filing  the  documents  of  the  senate  and  house;  also  the  jour- 
nal for  the  members  of  the  general  court  during  the  present 
session  ;  and  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  accordingly.  [Ap- 
proved  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1855.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Lydia  Kinsman.  Chop.    0^. 

Resolved,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  sso allowed, 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  Lydia  Kinsman,  widow  of  Josiah  Kinsman, 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ;  and  that  the  governor  draw  his 
warrant  for  the  same.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
4,  1855.] 


Resolve  declaring  when  certain  Lmds  in  the  State  of  Maine  shall  become  Chctp.    53. 
forfeited  to  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  land  agent  be,  and  is  hereby,  directed,  T.an<i  agent  to  ad- 

'  O  7  J  J  '  vertise  all  tracts 

as  soc  i  as  may  be  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  on^^hwV^noiei 
advertise  in  the  Bangor  Jelfersonian,  Piscataquis  Observer,  are  overdue. 
Kennebec  Journal,  and  Portland  Advertiser,  papers  printed 
in  Maine  ;  also  in  the  Boston  Daily  Bee,  and  Boston  Pjvening 
Telegraph,  a  list  of  all  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Maine  on  which  there  was  an  overdue  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  resolve,  any  notes  or  security  given 
for  the  purchase  money  thereof,  which  shall  not  be  paid  be- 
fore the  publication  of  said  notice ;  and  he  shall  specify,  in 
said  advertisement,  the  notes  and  demands,  the  amount  of 
principal  due  thereon,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  promis- 
ors ;  and  if  said  notes  are  not  paid  within  one  year  from  the 
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first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  all  the 
tracts,  townships,  or  parcels  of  land  for  which  the  aforesaid 
whpn  to  be  dc-  notcs  WGYB  o;iven,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared 
forfeited  to  the  Commonwealth,  without  any  further  time  for 
redeeming  the  same,  together  with  all  the  payments  made 
thereon.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  4,  1855.] 

Chap.    54.  Resolve  concerning  the  Notifications  of  Meetings  to  which  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted the  proposed  Articles  of  Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Mpefings  <o  be        Resolved,  That  the  meetings  to  be  held  in  the  several 

deem.H  legally         .,  '  i-ii  t.   ~\r  • 

notified.  citics  and  towus  On  the  twenty-third  day  or  May  instant,  to 

which  are  to  be  submitted  the  proposed  articles  of  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  legally  noti- 
fied, if  due  notice  thereof  be  given  on  or  before  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  this  present  month  of  May,  any  thing  in  the 
resolves  for  submitting  said  amendments  to  the  people,  or 
in  the  by-laws  of  any  city  or  town,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  7, 1855.] 

Chap.    65.      Resolves  providing  for  the  pay  of  the  Council,  Senate,  and  House  of 

Representatives. 

$3  per  dar  to  each      Resolved,  That  thcrc  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 

ineniber,  and  tra-  '  r  J 

veiling  expenses.  Commou Wealth,  to  cach  member  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  three  dollars  per  day  for  each  and  every 
day's  attendance  during  the  present  political  year,  and  one 
dollar  for  every  five  miles'  travel  from  their  respective  places 
of  abode,  once  in  each  session,  to  the  place  of  the  sitting  of 
the  general  court ;  and  also  to  each  member  of  the  council 
three  dollars  for  each  and  every  day's  attendance  at  that 
board,  at  each  session  thereof  during  the  present  political 
year,  and  one  dollar  for  every  five  miles'  travel  from  their 
respective  places  of  abode,  once  in  each  session  thereof; 

itTind"^prak"r  ^'^'^  *°  *^^  president  of  the  senate,  and  to  the  speaker  of 

dayextra.*'  p«i"  the  housc  of  representatives,  each,  the  sum  of  three  dollars 
per  day  for  each  and  every  day's  attendance,  in  addition  to 
their  pay  as  members ;  and  that  warrants  be  drawn  accord- 
ingly. 

»i^'^per  day  to  '1  Resolvsd,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate, 
and  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  each,  the  sum 

ss  per  day  to  as-  of  tcu  dollars  per  dav:  to  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  senate, 

sistant  clerks.  .1  ,•'      ■  r.       ,         ,  /.  ■ 

and  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  house  oi  representatives, 
each,  the  sum  of  eight  dollars  per  day  for  each  and  every 
day  they  may  have  been  employed  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  present  legislature,  and  the  same  sum  per  day 
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as  is  herein  provided  for  those  officers  for  such  further  time  compensation  for 

,  111  T  1-1  rt  arrandins?     docu- 

as  they  may  be  employed,  not  exceeding  twelve  days  after  meuts,  etc. 
the  rising  of  the  general  court,  in  arranging  the  papers  and 
documents  of  the  session;  and  that  there  be  further  paid  to  ssoatoeacncierk 
the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  pi^^ate ';opi.s  of 

„,  ,  Tiin  louruals,  etc. 

representatives,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  each,  for 
preparing  duplicate  copies  of  the  journals  for  the  library,  as 
required  Vjy  the  orders  of  the  two  houses;  and  to  the  clerk  ^''^■■ther sum. 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  such  further  sum  as  he  may 
have  paid  for  the  preparation  of  the  printed  journal;  and 
that  warrants  be  drawn  accordingly.  [Appj^oved  by  the 
Governor,  May  7,  1855.] 

Resolve  authorizing  the  County  Cominis.sioners  of  Middlesex  County  to     ChcfJ).    56. 
borrow  a  farther  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  county  commissioners  for  the  county  l^^'ooo""'^ 
of  Middlesex  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  bor- 
row, on  the  credit  of  said  county,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
of  debt  they  are  now  authorized  to  contract,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  same  to  be  expended  by 
the  said  commissioners,  or  th^r  successors  in  office,  in  pro- 
viding a  suitable  jail  for  said  county.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 


Resolve  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  Fuel  and  Light  for  the  State  House.  Chap.    57. 
Resolved,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  legislature,  -83,000  per  annum 

'  .  r^  appropriated. 

there  be  appropriated  from  the  treasury  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  paid  to  the  sergeant-at-arms,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  enable  him  to  purchase' fuel 
and  pay  for  light  for  the  State  House.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  10,  1855.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Massachusetts  School  for  Idiots  and  Feeble-Minded  Chap.    58. 

Youth. 

Whereas,  Accurate  investigations  disclose  the  existence  of  i'i'o"<=  p"s°°*- 
over  one  thousand  idiotic  persons,  children  of  tender  age,  as 
well  as  adults,  for  whom  common  humanity  demands  our 
consideration,  and  whose  affliction  pleads  for  our  aid  ;  and 

Whereas,  Religion  and  reason  inculcate  the  duty  and  ad- 
vantage of  training  and  teaching  all  the  young,  while  experi- 
ence abundantly  shows  the  capacity  even  of  idiots  for  great 
improvement,  and  that  many  children  of  feeble  intellects, 
who,  by  neglect  or  abuse,  become  idiotic,  may,  by  skilful  care, 
be  saved  and  made  self-supporting,  while  the  whole  class  of 
unredeemable  idiots  may   be  rescued  from  brutal  habits, 
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elevated  in  the  scale  of  humanity,  and  made  comparatively 
happy  and  useful ;  and 

Whereas,  An  incorporated  institution,  called  the  Massa- 
chusetts School  for  Idiotic  and  Feeble-Minded  Youth,  has 
been  in  successful  operatian  more  than  seven  years,  enjoy- 
ing the  patronage  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  directed,  in 
part,  by  trustees  appointed  by  the  State  authorities;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  desirable  that  said  institution  should  be 
permanently  established  in  a  building  suited  to  its  purposes 
and  wants;  therefore, 
S25,oonappropria-      Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twentv-five  thousand  dollars 

1(-u  lor  a  suitable  " 

building,  etc.  jjg  appropriated  from  the  general  revenue  for  purchasing  a 
site  and  erecting  a  building  for  the  Massachusetts  School 
for  Idiotic  and  Feeble-]\linded  Youth,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  said  school,  upon  condition 

Proviso.  that  said  trustees  shall,  before  tlie  fourth  of  July  next,  raise 

the  additional  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  supplying 
said  building  with  furniture  and  apparatus;  and  tliat  the 
governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  said 
sum  of  twenty -five  thousand  dollars  .as  soon  as  he  shall  be 
satisfied  of  the  ability  of  said  trustees  to  fulfil  said  condi- 
tion.     {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chcip.    59.  Resolve  in  relation  to  the  Enlargement  of  the  State  House. 

^fete'^enia?™'        -ffeso/fec?.  That  thcrc  be  allowed   and  paid   out  of  the 
ment.  trcasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  completing  the  enlarge- 

ment of  the  State  House,  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thou^^and 
dollars,  said  sum  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
commissioners  who  arc  or  may  hereafter  be  appointed  to 
superintend  said  enlargement:  and  that  the  governor  be 
authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chcip.    60.  Resolves  in  favor  of  giving  additional  powers  to  the  Commissioners  on 

Boston  Harbor  and  Back  Bay. 

fav"our°"rMt*s°      Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  on  Boston  Harbor  and 
^tc-  Back  Bay  be  authorized  to  lay  out  and  construct,  such  streets 

and  sewers  as  they  may  find  needful,  across  the  basins  and 
gravelly  point  in  the  Back  Bay,  and  over  or  through  so  much 
of  the  upland  adjoining  the  same,  and  in  such  manner  as  to 
connect  their  plan  of  sewers  and  streets  with  existing  streets 
and  sewers, 
^"tiif'ty  to  use      Resolved,  That  said   commissioners,  for   the  purpose  of 

mill  dam,  etc.  '  ■> 

filling  up  the  lands  and  flats  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of 
other   owners,   may   use,   and   authorize  any  other   party 
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under  their  direction  to  use  the  "  Mill  Dam,"  the  cross 
dams,  all  highways  and  such  streets  as  are  or  may  be  laid 
out  by  said  commissioners,  and  may  thereon  lay  out,  con- 
struct and^use,  or  cause  to  be  laid  out,  constructed  and  used, 
railways  of  single  or  double  track,  and  may  continue  the 
same  through  or  over  lands  across  which  it  may  be  desirable 
to  transport  such  materials :  provided,  however,  that  in  any 
contract  made  for  the  construction  or  use  of  such  railways, 
the  said  commissioners  shall  require  the  contractor  to  re- 
ceive his  compensation,  not  in  money,  but  in  land  or  flats  of 
the  Commonwealth,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  may  not 
involve  the  payment  of  money  from  the  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  said  commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  May  contract 

'  ^  .,  '  .   ,  ^  '■       .,  ,  with  any  railroad 

the  governor  and  council,  may  contract  with  any  railroad  corporation, 
corporation  for  any  such  change  in  the  location,  direction 
and  grade  of  its  road  in  the  Back  Bay,  as  the  public  good 
may,  in  their  opinion,  require. 

Resolved,  That   before    exercising    the    powers    herein  Notice  to  be  riv- 

..  Ill-  •  11  enofheanng,  etc. 

granted,  said  commissioners  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place 
for  the  hearing  of  all, parties  interested  in  the  premises,  and 
shall  give  at  least  twenty  days'  notice  thereof,  by  publica- 
tion in  three  or  more  newspapers  printed  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Resolved,  That  any  party  who  shall  suffer  damage  by  any  fecoye^red.''"'"' 
thing  done  in  pursuance  of  these  resolves,  may  recover  the 
same  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  suit  in  the  supreme  judicial 
court,  but  such  action  must  be  commenced  by  summons 
served  upon  the  attorney-general  within  one  year  after  such 
damage  has  accrued ;  and  in  estimating  such  damage,  the 
jury  may  diminish  the  same  by  estimating  in  compensation 
therefor  the  benefit  accruing  to  the  plaintiff  from  the  acts 
complained  of,  and  a  verdict,  with  costs  to  the  prevailing 
party,  shall  be  rendered  accordingly.  All  judgments  thus 
recovered  against  the  Commonwealth,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
treasurer  thereof  [App?'oved  hy  the  Govenior,  May  15, 
1855.] 

Resolves  concerning  the  French  Spoliations.  L>n(ip,    ol. 

Whereas,  On  different  occasions,  Massachusetts  has,  in  claims  for  spoua- 
an  official  and  constitutional  manner,  expressed  the  views  oi 
the  Commonwealth  in  favor  of  the  justice  of  the  claims  which 
numer'.ns  American  citizens  have  against  the  government  of 
the  Unittd  States,  in  consequence  of  its  assumption  (accord- 
ing to  the  convention  of  eighteen  hundred,  ratified  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  one)  of  the  claims  for  spoliations  committed  on 

60 
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their  commerce,  through  the  authority  of  the  goverDment  of 
France,  previous  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred : 

Ajid  whereas^  The  president  of  the  United  States  has 
vetoed  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  those  claims,  after  it  had 
received  the  sanction  of  a  large  majority  of  both  branches 
of  the  national  legislature  during  its  recent  session  : 

Opinions  reitera-  Therefore  Resolved,  That  Massachusetts  hereby  reiter- 
ates her  previously  recorded  opinions  in  favor  of  the  justice 
of  those  long  delayed  claims,  and  also  declares  that  the 
refusal  of  the  United  States  government  to  indemnify  the 
parties  rightfully  interested  in  them  is  a  disgraceful  repudi- 
ation of  just  obligations,  and  should  receive  the  earnest  pro- 
test of  the  people  of  each  State  anxious  to  preserve  untar- 
nished the  national  honor,  and  to  maintain  unsullied  the 
national  credit. 

wprZ-^etc""  °^ "  Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  governor  of  each  State,  and  to 
each  senator  and  representative  of  Massachusetts  in  the 
national  congress,  with  a  request  to  use  all  honorable  means 
to  secure  the  passage  of  an  act  which  shall  render  justice  to 
the  claimants  on  account  of  French  spoliations.  [^^Approved 
hy  the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chap.    62.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  Asylum  for 

the  Bhnd. 

llyiSmforBiind"  Resolvcd,  That  the  annual  appropriation  in  favor  of  the 
Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  Asylum  for  the  Blind 
be  increased  from  nine  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  twelve 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  commencing  April  first,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  continuing  until  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  legislature ;  and  that  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  favor  of  the  trustees  of  said  insti- 
tution, for  said  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  annually,  the 
same  to  be  paid  from  the  general  revenue.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  15,  1855.] 

Chap.    bo.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  State  Farm  at  Westborough. 

S6.000  to  State      Rcsolvcd,  That  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  be,  and 

lann  at  Westbor-  •       i  i  •  . 

o"sh.  the   same  is  hereby  appropiated  for  permanent  improve- 

ments, including  the  completion  of  those  already  begun  for 
testing  the  true  value  of  fertilizers  and  the  comparative 
profits  of  different  animals,  for  meeting  the  current  expenses 
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of  the  State  Farm  at  Westborough,  and  to  enable  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  to  execute  properly  the  contract  with  the 
trustees  of  the  State  Reform  School. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  above  sum,  to  remain  in 
the  treasury  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  farm  may 
require.     {^Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 


Resolve  in  favor  of  the  State  Prison.  Chctl).    64. 

Resolved,   That  there  be  allowed  and  paid   out  of  the  »io."«"  for  exist- 

'  f.  •■  iiig  de&ciencies. 

treasury  oi  the  (Jommonwealth,  the  sum  oi  ten  thousand 
dollars,  to  meet  the  existing  deficiency  in  the  expenses  of 
the  State  Prison,  for  the  year  ei/'hteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  ;  and  that  the  governor  be  directed  to  draw  his  warrant 
accordingly.      [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  Companies  disbanded  by  General  Order  Number  Two  Chan.    65. 
eighteen  hundred  fifty-five.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  nine  dollars  be  paid  to  each  ^^j  "f  officers 

'  .  ...  1  *'"'*   nii'mbers   of 

and  every  omcer  and  private  ot  the  companies  oi  the  Yolun-f||*^a"decicompa- 

teer  militia  disbanded  by  general  order  number  two,  under 

date  of  January  twelve,  of  the  current  year,  who  has  been 

returned  to  the  adjutant-general's  office  as  having  done  duty 

in  the  company  to  which  he  belonged  at  any  time  during  the 

year  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  according  to  law : 

provided,  that  the  officers  and  members  of  such  companies 

shall  have  respectfully  obeyed  and  properly  complied  with 

the  requisitions  of  said  order  within  a  reasonable  time  after 

the  issue  thereof. 

And  the  adjutant-general  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  to  Acijutant-gencrai 
be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  or 
to  the  selectmen  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  com- 
panies entitled  to  the  payment  aforesaid  were  located,  a  roll 
of  the  members  thereof  entitled  to  said  payment,  together 
with  a  copy  of  this  resolve. 

And  the  municipal  authorities,  as  above  named,  are  re- K^iito 'je  re- 
quested to  notify,  by  advertisement  or  otherwise,  the  parties 
so  entitled,  and  to  pay  to  each  of  said  parties,  according  to 
said  roll,  the  sum  of  nine  dollars,  and  to  return  said  roll  to 
the  adjutant  gen^al's  office,  together  with  proper  vouchers 
for  the  payments  made  thereon  and  the  necessary  attendant 
expenses. 

And  the  adjutant-general  is  instructed  thereupon  to  reim- 
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burse  to  the  said  municipal  authorities  the  amount  so  paid 
by  thera. 
Governor  to  issue      And  his  excellencv  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  and 

warrant.  t,.  iT,,  i 

requested  to  issue  to  the  adjutant-general  a  warrant  upon 
the  State  treasury  for  the  said  amount :  provided,  however, 
that  the  said  sum  of  nine  dollars  shall  be  claimed  hy  the 
parties  entitled  thereto,  in  person  or  by  lawful  attorney, 
within  sixty  days  from  the  issuing  of  notice  by  the  munici- 
pal authorities  aforesaid.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
17,  1855.] 


ChctJJ.    66.      Resolve  providing  for  Improvements  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at 

Taunton. 

$16,000  appropri-  Resoived,,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  erection  of  addi- 
tional buildings  and  for  other  improvements  at  the  State 
Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taunton,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  the  same  to  be  expended  by  the  trustees  of  the 
hospital;  and  that  the  governor  be  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
17,  1855.] 


Chap.    67.  Resolve  for  paying  the  Expenses  of  the  State  Reform  School. 

$10^328  appropri-  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  trustees  of  the  State 
Reform  School,  to  enable  them  to  satisfy  existing  claims 
against  the  institution  and  to  meet  its  current  expenses,  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  forth- 

$39,380  additional -w^ith ;  and  the  further  sum  of  thirty -nine  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  in  payments  of  three  thousand 
five  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  on  the  first  day  of  each 
month,  commencing  with  the  month  of  May ;  and  that  the 
governor  draw  his  warrants  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 


Chap.    68.  Resolves  in  relation  to  the  Preservation  of  Cape  Cod  Harljor. 

Senators  and rpp-.     Resolved,  That  thc   scuators  of  this   Commonwealth  in 

rcscntatives      to  ' 

procureappropri-  ^^^  cougrcss  of  the  United  States  be  instructed,  and  the 
ation.  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  their  earnest  endeavors 

to  procure  the  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  Cape  Cod  Harbor. 
coofe^s^'^^'^"  "^        Resolved,  That  his   excellency  the  governor  be,  and  is 
hereby  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  this  Comm.onwealth  a  copy  of  the  fore- 


copies. 
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going  resolve,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  said  subject.  [Approved  hy  the 
Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 

Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  Jemima  Easton,  an  Indian  at  "  Deep  Bottom.''  Chcw.    69, 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  and  with  ooveruor  to  ap- 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  Sonera  to  dete?- 

...  .  ,  '         '  .       ,  •'   mine  all  claims  to 

authorized  to  appoint  three  persons  to  be  commissioners,  :'iJeepnotiom" 
whose  dut}^  it  shall  ])e  to  examine  and  fully  and  finally 
determine,  all  titles  and  claims  to  a  tract  of  land  known  as 
''  Deep  Bottom,"  and  located  in  the  town  of  Tisbury,  on  the 
Island  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  claimed  by  the  petitioner. 
And  the  said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  compromise,  adjust,  and  fully  and 
finally  to  settle,  justly  and  equitably,  and  as  the  interests  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  petitioner,  and  all  other  parties  may 
require,  all  the  matters,  claims,  and  controversies  now  exist- 
ing, growing  out  of,  or  in  connection  with,  the  possession  of 
the  aforesaid  lands  known  as  Deep  Bottom ;  and  they  may 
use  such  means  as  may  be  necessary  to  collect  all  desired 
information  in  relation  to  the  subject.  And  the  commission- 
ers shall  cause  this  resolve  to  be  published  in  the  "  Vineyard 
Gazette  "  newspaper,  on  two  different  days,  and  at  least 
fourteen  days  prior  to  a  day  duly  specified  and  appointed, 
upon  which  all  parties  interested  may  have  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial hearing.  And  with  this  resolve  they  shall  publish  a 
notice  of  such  hearing,  designating  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed. The  commissioners  shall  make  a  report  of  their 
doings  to  the  governor  and  council,  and  receive  such  com- 
pensation for  their  services  as  the  governor  and  council 
shall  deem  reasonable,  and  a  warrant  may  be  drawn  accord- 
ingly.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  17,  1855.] 


Resolves  relative  to  the  Meetings  to  which  are  to  be  submitted  the  pro-    Chap,    70. 
posed  Articles  of  Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  meetins-s  of  the  people  in  the  various  Meetings legai 

..  ,  r>i/~i'^  iii-i  Sid  valid. 

Cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  which  are  to  be 
submitted  the  proposed  articles  of  amendment  of  the  con- 
s-titution  for  their  ratification,  shall  be  legal  and  valid,  if 
held  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  any  thing  in  the  resolves  for  submit- 
ting said  amendments  to  the  people,  approved  by  the  gov- 
ernor May  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  or  the  date 
of  said  approval,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  be 
required  to  publish  these  resolves  in  all  newspapers  printed 
in  this  Commonwealth  which  may  be  able  to  publish  the 
same  after  the  passage  of  these  resolves,  and  before  said 
twenty-third  day  of  May.  [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
17,  1855.] 

Choi).    71.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Watchmen  at  the  State  House. 

Pay  of  watchmen  Resolved,  That  thc  watchmen  of  the  State  House  be 
paid,  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  each,  for  their  services  as 
messeno-ers  during  the  present  session  of  the  legislature. 
[^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1855.] 


Chap.    72.  Resolve  concerning  International  Exchanges. 

Exchanges  ter-  Resolvcd,  That  the  existing  arran2:cment  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  Mons.  Alex.  Vattemare,  of  Paris,  for 
international  exchanges,  be  terminated  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  resolve.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
18,  1855.] 


Chap.  73.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  the  City  of  Boston,  relative  to  the  Fees  of  Jurors- 
S41.6S4  95  to  suf-  Resolvcd,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition, 
coumy.  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonw'calth, 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  the  sum  of  forty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and 
ninety-five  cents,  in  full  'for  all  claims  for  expenses  for 
criminal  prosecution  in  the  said  county  of  Suffolk,  from 
April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five, 
to  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty- two,  inclusive;  and  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized 
to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  18,  1855.] 

ChajJ.    74.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Town  of  Rehoboth. 

fu?Il^f  br'adford  Rcsolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the 
cumniings.  trcasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  town  of  Rehoboth, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
twenty-three  cents,  for  expenses  incurred  in  supporting 
Bradford  Cummings;  and  that  the  governor  draw  his  war- 
rant accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  18, 
1855.] 
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Resolve  concerning  the  Quartermaster-General's  Department.  Chap.    75. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  ^^-^^^  for  e^ppn- 
and  fifty  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  quartermaster-g-enerars  de- 
partment for  the  current  year,  and  that  warrants  be  drawn 
accordingly.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 


Resolve  in  aid  of  the  State  Hospital  at  Rainsford  Island.  Chap.    76. 

Resolved.  That  there  be   allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  «2o,ooo  fir  im- 

•  V         '  proveuients. 

treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
female  hospital,  the  erection  of  a  workshop,  a  wash-room 
and  laundry,  the  construction  of  a  tomb,  and  for  other 
necessary  improvements  at  the  State  Hospital,  on  Rainsford 
Island,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended 
by  the  inspectors  of  the  hospital,  and  that  the  governor  be 
authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  same,  accordingly. 
{^Approved  by  the  Governor  May  19,  1855.] 

Resolve  to  provide  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners.     Chap.    77. 

Resolved,  That  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  appointed  $250forfumiture, 
under  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  chapter  one  *" 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  the  purchase 
of  furniture  and  such  other  things  as  may  be  necessary  in 
the  establishment  of  their  office,  and  that  they  be  allowed  ssno  annuauy  for 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  annually,  for '^''"*'*''' 
rent  and  other  office  expenses.     [^Approved  by  the   Gov- 
ernor, May  19,  1855.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  the  State  Almshouses.  Chap.    78. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  ®.36.ooo  appropn- 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  by 
the  inspectors  of  the  several  State  almshouses,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  to  wit :  To  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewks- 
bury,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purposes 
of  repairing,  ventilating  and  erecting  a  separate  building 
for  cooking  and  laundry  purposes,  erecting  a  tomb,  and 
furnishing  facilities  for  giving  employment  to  the  able-bodied 
inmates  of  said  institution;  to  the  State  Almshouse  at 
Bridgewater,  for  similar  purposes,  the  sum  of  eleven  thou- 
sand and  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  State  Almshouse  at 
Monson,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  and  four  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  pay  debts  left  unpaid  by  the  building  commission- 
ers, and  also  for  the  purposes  of  erecting  a  cookery,  laun- 
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dry,  shed,  and  the  purchase  of  farming  utensils ;  and  the 
governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly.     [Appi^oved  by  the  Governor,  May  19,  1855.] 

Chap.    79.  Resolve  in  favor  of  P.  F.  Williston. 

©500  allowed.  Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petitions  of  Thomas 

Russell  and  others,  that  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  Commonwealth,  to  P.  F.  Williston,  of  Boston,  the 
sum  of  live  hundred  dollars;  and  the  governor  is  requested 
to  draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
enor,  May  19,  1855.] 


Chap.    80.  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  City  of  Fall  River. 

$1,982.42  allowed.  Resolvcd,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition  of 
the  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  Fall  River,  and  agreeably 
to  an  act  passed  April  twentieth,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  entitled,  "  An  Act  concern- 
ing the  Public  Health,"  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  city  of  Fall  River, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-two  dollars 
and  forty-two  cents ;  and  that  the  governor  draw  his  war- 
rant accordingly.  {Appj'oved  by  the  Governor,  May  19. 
1855.] 

Chap.    81.  Resolve  in  regard  to  the  Enlargement  of  the  State  House. 

^ur?cnd^r°"buiid-  Resolved,  That  when  any  rooms  in  the  newly  erected  part 
at'^arms  Mi^coml  "^f  ^^^^  Statc  Housc  sliall  1)0  complctcd,  the  commissioners 
pietion.  ^\\qX\  surrender  the  care   of  the   same  to   the   sergeant-at- 

arms ;  and  whenever  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  ex- 
pended the  money  now  appropriated  to  complete  said  en- 
largement, they  shall  surrender  the  entire  building  to  the 
sergeant-at-arms,  and  he  shall  thereafter  exercise  the  same 
powers,  and  perform  the  same  duties,  in  relation  thereto,  as 
he  is  now  required  by  law  to  do  in  relation  to  the  care  of 
the  State  House;  and  he  may  employ  such  additional  assist- 
ance as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  [Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


Chap.    82.  Resolve  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of  the 

State  Tax. 

Treasurer  may        Resolved,  That  the  treasurcr  be  authorized  to  borrow,  in 

borrow  money.  .    .  .  „     ,        f,  ,  „ 

anticipation  of  the  State  tax,  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  paj'ment  of  any  public 
debt  which  may  fall  due  in  the  present  year,  and  that  he  repay 
any  sum  he  may  borrow  as  soon  as  money  sufficient  for  the 
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purpose,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be  received 
into  the  treasury :  provided,  that  the  whole  amount  bor- 
rowed by  virtue  of  this  resolve,  and  remaining  unpaid,  shall 
not,  at  any  time,  exceed  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  {^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21, 
1855.] 

Resolves  for  the  purchase  of  a  Site,  and  the  erection  of  Buildings  thereon,  Chap.    83. 
for  a  State  Reform  School  for  Girls. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners,  under  the  resolves  of  ^°™,f'||*s."^"*° 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  obtain  by  gift  or  purchase,  and 
take  a  conveyance  to  the  Commonwealth,  of  any  lot  of  land 
containing  not  less  than  forty  acres,  which  they  may  select 
and  determine  upon  as  an  eligible  site  for  a  school,  for  the 
instruction,  employment  and  reformation  of  exposed,  help- 
less, evil-disposed  and  vicious  girls,  regard  being  had,  in  the 
selection  thereof,  to  the  centre  of  population,  cheapness  of 
living,  and  facility  of  access. 

Resolved.  That  the  said  commissioners,  or  such  other  as  p  T*^*  suitable 
may  be  appointed  for  this  purpose  by  his  excellency  the 
governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  when- 
ever a  lot  of  land  shall  have  been  obtained  and  conveyed 
to  the  Commonwealth  for  said  school,  as  contemplated  in 
the  above  resolve,  to  erect  or  cause  to  be  erected  thereon, 
buildings  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  not  less  than 
ninety,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  girls,  and 
of  all  necessary  officers,  teachers  and  assistants,  in  con- 
formity, substantially,  with  the  report,  system  of  organiza- 
tion and  government  and  plans,  submitted  by  them  to  this 
legislature ;  and  that  said  commissioners  shall  have  power 
to  make  all  necessary  agreements  and  contracts  for,  and  to 
appoint  agents  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  same. 
And  said  commissioners  shall  present  all  their  accounts  to 
the  governor  and  council,  to  be  by  them  audited  and  al- 
lowed, from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  deem  just. 

Resolved,  That   for   the   Durpose   of   defraying    the    ex-  (^overnortodraw 

,        .  ^  -,         -^i       ■••  .  11.  1     warrants,  not  ex- 

penses to  be  incurred  under  the  previous  resolves,  his  excel-  ceemng  ig4o,3oo. 

lency  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  draw  his  war- 
rants, from  time  to  time,  upon  the  treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, for  the  necessary  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  -the  sum  of  forty  thousand  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  such  further  amount,  if  any,  in  addition  thereto,  as 

81 
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may  hereafter  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  this  purpose. 
l''Tnd''s\ock°ne  Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  preparinjr,  improving 
liuui  for  current  a^^^  stockiog  the  land  which  shall  be  obtained  for  the  Com- 
monwealth by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  for  the  current 
year,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated,  and 
that  his  excellency  the  governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth for  the  same.  \^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
21,  1855.] 

Chap.    84.  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of  David  Wilder,  Jr.,  for  authority  to  sell   Real 
Estate,  as  Administrator  of  Jeremiah  Robinson,  late  of  Worcester. 

vlyVeai  trtlte"""  Resolved,  For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
David  Wilder,  Jr.,  of  Brookline,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
administrator,  with  the  will  annexed  of  the  estate  of  Jere- 
miah Robinson,  late  of  Worcester,  in  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, deceased,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered 
to  sell,  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  and  to  convey  in  fee 
simple,  by  good  and  sufficient  deeds,  discharged  from  all 
trusts  and  liability  for  the  application  of  the  purchase  money, 
all  of  the  remaining  real  estate  of  which  the  said  Jeremiah 
Robinson  died  seized,  situated  in  said  Worcester,  and  which 
by  the  said  Robinson's  last  will  and  testament,  was  devised 

Proviso.  to  divers  persons  specified  in  said  will :  provided,  however, 

that  the  said  Wilder  shall  first  give  such  bond,  with  sureties, 
to  the  judge  of  probate,  for  the  time  being,  of  said  county 
of  Worcester,  as  the  said  judge  shall  approve,  conditioned 
faithfully  to  exercise  all  and  singular  the  powers  hereby 
granted,  and  that  he  will  pay  over  the  proceeds,  in  full,  to 
Artemas  Ward,  Esquire,  trustee,  appointed  in  and  by  the 
said  Robinson's  will,  or  his  successor  or  successors  in  said 
capacity,  immediately  after  receiving  the  same  :  and  provided, 

TroviAea,iartheTj'iirther,  that  the  said  trustee  or  trustees  shall  first  give  sat- 
isfactory bonds  to  the  said  judge  of  probate,  that  he  and 
they  will  dispose  of,  and  pay  over  the  said  proceeds  to  the 
same  persons  who  would  have  been  entitled  to  said  real 
estate  under  the  provisions  of  said  Robinson's  will,  and  will 
pay  over  the  income  on  said  proceeds  to  the  persons  who 
would  have  been  entitled  to  the  income  or  rents  and  profits 
of  such  real  estate  had  there  been  no  such  sale  or  proceed- 
ings as  hereby  authorized.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
May  21,  1855.] 
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Resolves  in  relation  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Chap.    85. 

Whereas,  The  territory  of  Kansas,  on  occasion  of  the  first  Rigw  of  suftvape 
two  elections  therein,  has  been  violently  invaded  by  an 
armed  mob  from  the  neighboring  State  of  Missouri,  the 
persons  composing  the  said  mob  not  only  claiming  them- 
selves, without  the  least  shadow  of  right,  to  vote  at  the 
said  elections,  but  by  high-handed  violence  and  threats  of 
death,  deterring  the  citizens  of  the  said  territory  from  the 
exercise  of  their  right  of  suffrage,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfuUv  call  upon  the  law-abiding  Measures  to  pre- 

■*■"'*■  ^~  vent  rep6tiiion. 

citizens  of  Missouri,  and  upon  the  executive  and  legislature 
of  that  State,  speedily  to  disavow  this  gross  outrage,  per- 
petrated by  some  of  their  ill-advised  citizens,  and  to  take 
prompt  measures  to  prevent  its  repetition  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  the  president  of  the  United  ^a'>  upon  p';^"'- 

i  1  dent  to  maiiitain 

States  to  take  instant  and  effectual  measures  for  sustaining,  people*""'^ ''^^'^^ 
in  Kansas,  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  against  the  vio- 
lence and  incursions  of  mobs  from  Missouri. 

Resolved,  That  this  Commonwealth  is  ready,  if  neces- aw  in  support  of 

•  I'll  11  P  r-r  constitutional 

sary,  to  aid,  with  her  whole  power,  the  governor  or  Kansas,  "^hts. 
and  the  people  of  that  Territory,  or  of  any  other  Territory 
or  State,  in  support  of  constitutional  rights,  by  whomsoever 
infrioged. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  be  requested  Je'?Jives'^'°°  °*^ 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolves  to  the  governor  of  each 
of  the  States  and  Territories,  and  another  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  be  requested  to  use  all  honorable  efforts 
to  secure  to  the  people  of  Kansas  their  just  constitutional 
rights.      [^Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 

Resolve  in  favor  of  David  Choate.  Chap.    86. 

Resolved,  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  S53.74 allowed. 
David  Choate,  there  be  paid  to  him,  from  the  treasury  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  fifty-three  dollars  and 
seventy-four  cents,  and  that  the  governor  be  authorized  to 
draw  his  warrant  accordingly.  [^Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  21,  1855.] 

Resolve  concerning  Repairs  upon  the  State  House.  Chap.    87. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee    on   public  buildings   be  sis.oco  appropri- 
autUorized  to  make  alterations  in  the  rooms  now  occupied 
by  the  governor  and  council,  the  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  State  auditor.  State  treasurer,  adjutant-general, 
land  office,  and  the  rooms  occupied  for  the  library,  and 
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appropriate  auy  of  said  rooms,  when  so  altered,  to  such 
purposes  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  governor  and  council ; 
and  the  said  committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  sergeant-at- 
arms,  are  authorized  to  expend,  for  said  alterations  and 
the  necessary  incidental  repairs  upon  the  State  House,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  necessary  articles  of  furniture,  during 
the  present  year,  for  the  use  of  the  legislature  and  the 
various  offices  connected  therewith,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars ;  and  the  governor  is  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrant  accordinglv.  [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May 
21,  1855.] 

Chcip.    88.  Resolve  providing  for  refundinor  certain  Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures 

to  Cities  and  Towns. 

Sfber^uTrfded^t^o  Rcsolved,  That  all  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  paid 
cities  and  towns,  upou  fiual  judgment  rendered  by  any  court  or  justice  of  the 
peace  in  this  Commonwealth,  in  cases  arising  out  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-second  chapter  of  the 
acts  of  the  year,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  which, 
by  the  provisions  of  said  chapter,  go  to  the  cities  and  towns 
wherein  the  offence  was  committed,  but  which  have  been 
received  into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  be 
paid  over,  by  the  treasurer  and  receiver-general,  to  the 
several  cities  and  towns  that  are  respectively  entitled 
thereto,  b}^  the  provisions  of  said  act.  \ Approved  hy  the 
Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


Chap.    89.  Resolve  on  tlie  Petition  of  George  VV.  Livermore. 

Guardian  author-  Resolved,  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
d'^ed  of  certaiu  Gcorgc  W.  Livcrmore,  of  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex,  guardian  of  Samuel  Watson,  a  person  no7i  compos 
tnentis,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make,  execute, 
and  deliver,  to  Charles  Wood  and  Caleb  Wood,  a  good  and 
sufficient  deed,  conveying  to  them  and  to  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  in  fee  simple,  all  the  right,  title  and  interest,  which 
the  said  Samuel  Watson  has  in  the  followiug  described  real 
estate,  situated  in  Cambridge,  described  as  follows,  to  wit : 
bounded  north-westerly  by  Magazine  Street,  ninety  feet; 
north-easterly  by  William  Street,  ninety  feet ;  south-easterly 
by  land  of  the  heirs  of  William  Watson,  deceased,  ninety 
feet;  and  south-westerly  by  lands  of  said  heirs,  ninety  feet; 
a  full  and  adequate  consideration  for  the  same  haviug  been 
heretofore  paid  and  received,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Samuel 
Watson.     [Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  21,  1855.] 


INAUGURAL     ADDRESS 


OF 


HIS   EXCELLENCY    HENRY   J.  GARDNEE. 


Representatives'  Chamber,  Jan.  9.   1855. 

At  twelve  o'clock.  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  accompanied  by 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  and  the  various  officers  of  the  government, 
attended  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses,  and  the 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk,  met  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  convention,  and  delivered  the  folloioing 

ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : — 

That  gracious  Being,  in  whose  hands  are  alike  the  des- 
tinies of  individuals  and  of  nations,  has  permitted  us  to 
assemble  this  day,  intrusted  with  grave  responsibilities  and 
duties.  'While  we  remember  that  through  His  providential 
care  and  guidance  our  ancestors  were  enabled  to  establish 
on  these  shores  the  principles  of  Religious  Freedom,  and 
through  His  instrumentality  also  our  revolutionary  fore- 
fathers were  permitted  to  secure  the  added  boon  of  Civil 
Liberty,  may  we  earnestly  and  fervently  trust  that  we  shall 
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be  aided  by  His  wisdom  so  to  deliberate  and  act  that  these 
unspeakable  privileges  may  be  transmitted  unimpaired  to 
those  who  shall  come  after  us. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  an  eventful  one.  Ship- 
wrecks beyond  a  parallel,  the  ravages  of  pestilence,  the 
partial  failure  of  the  harvests,  commercial  revulsions  and 
gigantic  financial  dishonesty,  have  signalized  its  calendar. 
To  these  must  be  added  a  wanton  violation  of  a  solemn 
national  compact,  and,  last  of  all,  that  most  terrible  of  evils, 
— carrying  in  its  train  every  minor  one, — war,  between  the 
most  powerful  monarchies  of  Christendom ;  its  cause  indefi- 
nite, its  horrors  only  real,  its  results  beyond  the  power  of 
prediction. 

We  should  be  profoundly  grateful  that,  while  the  wise 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  has  permitted  such  calamities  to  befall 
others,  we  have  been  spared.  Peace  and  plenty  have  again 
been  vouchsafed  to  Massachusetts.  Her  public  health  has 
been  preserved,  her  harvests  blessed,  her  churches,  schools, 
and  charities,  and  the  various  branches  of  her  mechanical 
and  commercial  industry,  largely  prospered. 

A  time-honored  custom  requires  the  Executive,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  political  year,  to  present  his  views 
and  recommendations  to  the  Legislature.  Convened,  as  you 
are,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  22d  article 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which  declares  that  you  '•'  ought  fre- 
quently to  assemble  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  for  cor- 
rectim?",  strengthening  and  confirming  the  laws,  and  for 
making  new  laws  as  the  common  good  may  require,"  I  have 
every  confidence  that  you  will  perform  those  duties  by  hon- 
■  est,  thoughtful  and  wise  legislation ;  honest,  and  therefore 
not  for  a  party,  but  a  people ; — thoughtful,  and  therefore, 
while  protecting  the  rights  of  the  whole,  invading  the  privi- 
leges of  none ; — wise,  and  therefore  not  for  a  year,  but  for 
generations. 

The  most  prominent  subject  before  our  State  and  Nation 
at  the  present  moment,  and  that  which  most  naturally  com- 
mends itself  today,  and  in  this  place,  to  our  attention,  con- 
cerns our  foreign  population ; — the  duties  of  republicanism 
towards  them,  its  dangers  from  them. 

The  immigration  to  this  country  was — 

From  1790  to  1810,    ....       120,000 


1810  to  1820, 
1820  to  1830, 
1830  to  1840, 
1840  to  1850, 


114,000 
203,979 

778,500 
1,542,850 
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And  statistics  show,  that  during  the  present  decade,  from 
1850  to  1860,  in  regularly  increasing  ratio,  nearly  four  mil- 
lions of  aliens  will  probably  be  poured  in  upon  us. 

With  this  alarming  decennial  ratio  of  increase-, — with  the 
atonishing  statistical  facts  that  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  beg- 
gary, two-thirds  of  the  pauperism,  and  more  than  three-fifths 
of  the  crimes  spring  from  our  foreign  population, — that  more 
than  half  the  public  charities,  more  than  half  the  prisons 
and  almshouses,  more  than  half  the  police  and  the  cost  of 
administering  criminal  justice,  are  for  foreigners, — the  peo- 
ple demand  of  their  statesmen,  and  wise  statesmanship  sug- 
gests, that  national  and  state  legislation  should  interfere  to 
direct,  ameliorate  and  control  these  elements,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  done  within  the  limits  of  the  Constitution. 

The  times  are  peculiarly  propitious  for  the  development 
of  this  great  American  movement  by  the  united  action  of 
the  whole  people.  In  the  gradual  disruption  of  the  great 
parties,  whose  struggles  constitute  our  political  history ;  in 
the  general  resolution  of  these  bodies  into  their  individual 
elements ;  when  old  issues  are  obsolete  or  dying  out,  the 
individual,  freed  from  the  tyranny  of  party,  naturally  reverts 
to  the  great  primary  principles  of  our  government,  and  to 
the  sentiments  and  purposes  of  its  founders.  The  remark- 
able spectacle  presented  to  the  eyes  of  our  people,  naturally 
and  wisely  jealous  of  their  nationality,  of  a  foreign  immi- 
gration in  the  ten  years  from  1840  to  1850  outnumbering 
the  whole  previous  influx  since  the  organization  of  the  re- 
public, progressing  too  in  an  equally  increased  ratio  since 
the  latter  date,  and  probable  European  convulsions  threaten- 
ing a  steady  augmentation"  of  this  flood,  tend  naturally  to 
attract  and  bind  together  the  people  in  one  united  national, 
not  party,  movement. 

It  is  a  great  problem  in  statesmanship  wisely  to  control 
the  mingling  of  races  into  one  nationality.  The  dominant 
race  must  regulate  the  incoming  class.  Such  is  political 
destiny,  and  history  proves  it.  It  is  the  only  salvation  of 
both.  It  is  the  compact  of  the  incoming  race.  Legislation 
must  cooperate  with  time  and  circumstances  in  working  out 
this  decree  of  God,  this  axiom  of  political  philosophy,  this 
theory  of  nationality. 

To  dispel  from  popular  use  every  foreign  language,  so 
great  a  preserver  of  unassimilating  elements  of  character — 
to  print  all  public  documents  in  the  English  tongue  alone — 
to  ordain  that  all  schools  aided  by  the  State  shall  use  the 
same  language-— to  disband  military  companies  founded  on 
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and  developing  exclusive  foreign  sympathies — to  discourage 
imported  political  demagogues,  the  broken-down  leaders  of 
insular  agrarianism  or  continental  red  republicanism,  whose 
trade  here  is  to  put  themselves  at  the  head  of  their  deluded 
countrymen,  to  organize  prejudice,  to  vitalize  foreign  feeling 
and  morbid  passion,  and  then  sell  themselves  to  the  highest 
partisan  bidder — to  purify  and  ennoble  the  elective  franchise 
— to  adopt  a  carefully  guarded  check-list  throughout  the 
nation — to  cultivate  a  living  and  energetic  nationality — to 
develop  a  high  and  vital  patriotism — to  Americanize  America 
— to  retain  the  Bible  in  our  common  schools — to  keep  entire 
the  separation  of  church  and  state — to  nationalize  before 
we  naturalize,  and  to  educate  before  either — to  guard  against 
citizenship  becoming  cheap, — all  these  constitute  a  work 
transcending  the  ordinary  platform  of  party,  and  ranking 
with  the  great  movements  that  originally  found  nations. 

It  has  been  said  the  times  are  propitious  for  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  this  great  work.  All  who  are  friendly  to 
these  vital  measures  should  remember  that,  if  they  fail  now, 
they  are  lost  during  this  generation,  perhaps  forever.  Una- 
nimity of  purpose  among  their  advocates,  and  a  patriotic 
sacrifice  to  duty  of  partisan  attachments,  alone  are  needed 
to  insure  success. 

The  prodigality  with  which  citizenship,  and  its  franchises, 
are  lavished  upon  foreigners  in  this  country,  clearly  tends 
to  lower  the  tone  of  American  feeling,  to  cheapen  the  value 
set  upon  its  privileges,  and  to  deaden  national  spirit  and  the 
pride  of  country.  Neither  the  policy  of  other  nations  ^ 
present,  nor  the  recorded  experience  of  the  past,  affords  us 
any  parallel,  and  scarcely  an  analogy. 

In  the  elevation  and  splendor  of  Athenian  power,  says 
Chancellor  Kent,  the  privilege  of  citizenship  was  considered 
so  distinguished  a  favor,  that  it  was  granted  only  by  special 
decree  of  two  successive  assemblies  of  the  people,  and  then 
alone  to  signal  worth  and  reputation.  In  the  times  of  the 
earlier  Caesars  the  freedom  of  the  city  and  empire  was  given 
with  a  sparing  hand ;  but  the  line  of  degenerate  emperors 
succeeding,  corrupted  and  destroyed  this  salutary  jealousy 
of  the  right  of  citizenship,  by  extending  it  first  to  the  whole 
of  Italy,  and  finally  to  the  entire  empire,  composed  as  it  was 
of  an  aggregate  of  subjugated  kingdoms,  until  the  national 
blood  was  tainted,  the  distinctive  national  prejudice  and 
spirit  were  dissolved,  and  the  state  perished  under  a  horde 
of  foreign  barbarians,  whose  warlike  invasion  affords  almost 
the  only  historic  parallel,  in  number,  to  the  peaceful  and  in- 
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sidious  foreign  influx  to  our  shores  at  the  present  day.  In 
England,  the  most  liberal  of  the  present  European  govern- 
ments, citizenship  is  conferred  only  by  special  act  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  the  Continental  nations  there  are  still  further 
limitations,  or  a  total  prohibition. 

When  we  witness  the  profuse  liberality  with  which  the 
sacred  right  of  citizenship  is  bestowed  among  us,  the  slen- 
der guards  that  exist  against  its  unworthy  or  fraudulent  gift, 
and  the  great  interests  in  the  hands  of  those  who  receive, 
as  well  as  those  who  grant  it,  we  should  pause  and  calmly 
consider  the  possible  consequences. 

To  a  Republican  Government,  there  is  necessarily  cause 
for  greater  alarm  than  to  others.  Here  the  adopted  citizen 
is  invested  with  both  the  right  of  choosing  and  being  chosen 
to  oftice.  Not  only  must^he  be  an  elector,  but  he  may  be, 
and  often  is,  an  officer.  Every  additional  naturalization 
tends  to  denationalize,  to  Europeanize,  America.  The  uni- 
versal record  of  History  teaches  that  all  republics  that  have 
risen  and  fallen  owe  their  destruction  to  foreign  influence, 
unseen  at  first,  permitted  till  too  strong  for  resistance,  at 
last  fatal. 

The  danger  of  foreign  influence  was  keenly  felt  by  the 
early  fathers  of  the  Republic.  Washington,  in  language 
befitting  alike  the  gravity  of  the  subject  and  his  own  saga- 
cious statesmansliip,  repeatedly  warns  his  countrymen  to 
beware  of  it.  The  writings  of  nearly  all  his  distinguished 
contemporaries,  of  every  shade  of  political  sentiment,  con- 
tain similar  counsels.  This  was  at  a  period  when  ships 
were  comparatively  few  and  small,  steamers  unknown,  and 
practically  the  old  world  was  quadruple  the  distance  from 
us  it  is  now ;  at  a  time  too  when  the  stream  of  immigration 
was  almost  imperceptible  in  comparison  with  the  ocean-like 
tide  that  sets  in  upon  us  to-day ;  at  a  time  also  before  the 
alien  element  in  our  elections  had  become  so  important  that 
the  foreign  vote  had  been  bartered  for  oflice  and  honors, 
and  now  on  this  side,  and  now  on  that,  had  once  and  again 
decided  who  should  rule  the  destinies  of  the  American 
Republic. 

Time  does  not  permit  me  to  quote  the  names  of  the  long- 
line  of  distinguished  statesmen  who  have  given  utterance  to 
similar  sentiments,  as  this  danger  has  more  clearly  devel- 
oped itself  during  the  half  century  since  intervening,  but  I 
cannot  forbear  mentioning  the  authority  and  words  of  our 
own  Webster.  He  said  more  than  ten  years  since,  in  Faueuil 
Hall,  and  in  the  presence  of  some  who  now  hear^ue,  "  There 
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is  an  imperative  necessity  for  reforming  the  Naturalization 
Laws  of  the  United  States." 

Were  those  patriots  with  us  to-day,  could  they  witness 
the  more  imminent  danger  now  existing,  we  feel  assured 
that  their  voice  of  warning  would  be  raised  with  redoubled 
earnestness. 

Acting  then  on  ray  CLoWiction  of  duty,  I  express  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  people  oi'  our  Commonwealth  believe  our  rights, 
privileges  and  liberties  are  endangered  by  these  causes,  for 
a  long  time  seen,  but  yearly  growing  more  alarming.  They 
distrust  foreign  influences  nursed  in  customs  and  creeds 
antagonistical  to  republicanism,  "venal  voters  controlled  by 
alien  leaders  for  ofi&ce  and  honors,  ignorant  voters  misled 
by  designing  politicians  for  place  and  power,  vicious  voters 
bought  by  promised  impunity  and  license  for  their  wrong 
doings. 

The  alien  born  who  has  lived  among  foreign  customs  and 
institutions,  however  honest  and  well  disposed,  cannot  be 
competent  to  enter  into  the  spirit  and  comprehend  the 
genius  of  our  institutions  like  one  born  and  educated  amid 
them.  No  native  citizen  can  vote  for  his  civil  rulers,  except 
in  the  few  cases  of  temporary  absence  from  the  countrj^ 
until  he  has  lived  twenty-one  years  under  the  blessings  and 
influences  of  our  system.  He  must  become  not  only  famil- 
iarized with  its  workings,  but  aware  of  its  value.  This 
period  of  life  being  one  when  the  intellect  is  most  active  in 
acquiring  information,  and  the  faculties  most  facile  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  circumstances  around  them,  the  whole  time 
is  spent,  not  in  eradicating  old  theories  and  preferences,  but 
in  acquiring  new  ones. 

To  the  alien  all  this  is  difl:erent.  He  comes  here  at  a 
later  age,  with  perceptive  powers  less  acute,  opinions  formed, 
judgment  already  biased  by  the  intellectual,  political,  social 
and  religious  influences  of  his  native  land.  Too  frequently 
also  the  want  of  early  education,  and  the  necessity  of  unre- 
mitting toil,  preclude  those  opportunities  of  instruction  and 
habits  of  thought  that  our  common  schools  afford  to  all  who 
are  born  within  the  circle  of  their  influence.  Looking  only 
to  the  proper  educational  training  necessary  to  duly  appre- 
ciate the  workings  of  our  government,  it  is  important  that 
at  least  the  same  period  of  apprenticeship  and  probation 
should  be  required  of  the  alien  as  of  the  native  voter. 

To  remedy  the  evils  referred  to  is  a  cause  alike  glorious' 
and  permanent;  glorious,  for  in  defending  the  fundamental 
priuciplesk  of  our  Republic  we  must  be  co-workers  with 
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those  wlio  laid  its  corner  stone :  permanent,  because  our 
greatest  evils  and  dangers  can  onl}'  be  reached  through  the 
national  government,  and  after  a  protracted  struggle,  and 
the  remedy  once  applied  must  be  rigidly  and  constantly  en- 
forced. 

Legislation  for  this  purpose  is  not  influenced  by  preju- 
dice against  the  foreigner,  but  rather  by  the  truest  regard 
for  his  as  much  as  our  own  interests,  and  those  too  of  his 
and  our  descendants,  whose  common  birthright  will  be  citi- 
zenship. Leaving  the  old  world  of  his  own  volition,  because 
he  can  here  find  a  happier  and  better  home,  and  because 
the  old  world's  religious  and  political  and  social  systems, 
with  their  temporal  and  spiritual  shackles  upon  body  and 
mind,  kept  him  impoverished,  without  a  decent  home,  suffi- 
cient food,  comfortable  clothing,  or  means  of  education  for 
himself  or  children,  he  gladly  flies  to  these  shores,  where 
he  is  told  education  and  land  are  public  gifts,  and  every  ne- 
cessary of  life  is  as  certain  to  the  industrious  as  is  personal 
protection  itself. 

Coming  as  he  does,  then,  because  our  civil,  social  and 
reliaious  systems  are  better  than  his  own,  let  him  freely 
avail  himself  of  all  the  blessings  his  industry  and  our  laws 
can  give  him;  but  we  must  insist  that  we  ourselves  shall 
continue  to  administer  those  laws  untrammelled,  according 
to  our  own  judgment  and  the  example  of  our  fathers. 

The  laws  of  Congress,  which  give  any  clerk  or  inferior 
police  justice  the  2ught  of  investing  the  alien  with  the  high 
immunities  and  dignity  of  American  citizenship,  in  secret, 
at  unknown,  times  and  places,  by  reading  a  declaration  the 
alien  does  not  comprehend,  on  testimony  often  a  mockery 
of  sworn  evidence,  on  oaths  administered  in  a  manner  not* 
considered  obligatory,  should  be  fundamentally  modified. 
The  practical  operation  of  the  present  machinery  for  natu- 
ralization is  a  blot  upon  judicial  proceedings,  and  a  depre- 
ciation of  the  dignity  and  value  of  citizenship. 

A  few  select,  public  naturalization  courts  should  be  es- 
tablished in  the  greater  centres  of  the  foreign  population, — 
a  judge,  or  commissioner,  of  tried  integrity,  should  preside 
in  each, — a  public  officer  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and 
sift  all  applications, — its  sessions  should  be  public  and 
at  stated  times, — hearings  on  application  notified  before- 
hand,— and  the  whole  process  conducted  with  stringent  care 
and  guarded  with  the  strictest  circumspection. 

I  recomuiend  to  the  Legislature  to  consider  whether  any 
thing  may  be  constitutionally  done  to    apply  these  princi- 
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pies  to  the  clerks  of  our  State  Courts  and  to  our  Police 
Courts  of  Record. 

Three  of  the  most  vital  principles  of  a  'Republican  Gov- 
ernment are  Spiritual  Freedom,  a  Free  Bible,  and  Free 
Schools.  With  these  we  cannot  fail  to  have  independent, 
upright  and  intelligent  voters,  and  they  necessarily  insure  a 
just,  impartial  and  wise  government.  With  their  opposites, 
Spiritual  Despotism,  a  Fettered  Bible,  or,  more  probably, 
no  Bible  at  all,  and  Sectarian  Schools,  our  liberties  would 
exist  but  in  name,  and  very  soon  but  in  history. 

Recognizing,  to  its  fullest  extent,  the  right  guarantied  to 
every  one  in  the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts of  "  worshipping  God  in  the  manner  and  season 
most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience," 
deeming  it  the  most  sacred  right  that  can  be  granted  to 
man,  the  determination  to  protect  that  privilege  in  all  its 
purity  is  a  cardinal  doctrine  of  truly  American  states- 
manship. 

But,  while  no  religious  denomination,  as  such,  should  be 
opposed,  every  citizen  should  earnestly  withstand  the  in- 
trigues of  those  who  would  pervert  the  church  to  political 
purposes,  and  should  protest  against  the  union  of  church 
and  state,  or  the  subordination  of  the  state  to  the  church. 
The  state  should  protect  all  churches,  and  not  one  church 
control,  or  attempt  to  control,  the  state.  Spiritual  despo- 
tism is  antagonistic  to  the  principles  of  individual  and  pub- 
lic liberty.  An  alien  may  forswear  his  allegiance  to  the 
foreign  potentate,  and  may  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
his  adopted  country;  but,  when  he  has  been  taught  as  the 
fundamental  truth  of  his  religion  that  spiritual  obligation 
overrides  mere  temporal  and  civil  obligation,  that  his  duty 
to  his  church  is  higher  than  his  duty  to  the  state,  the  dan- 
ger and  probabilities  are,  that  he  will  use  the  privileges  of 
a  voter,  not  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  state  which 
granted  them,  but  of  the  church,  which  in  his  judgment  is 
supreme  above  the  state. 

Believing  these  dangers  and  probabilities  real,  it  is  a  sol- 
emn duty  so  to  restrict  alien  franchise,  that,  while  entire 
toleration  is  granted  others  to  worship  their  Maker  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judgment,  we  preserve 
the  same  right  to  us  and  ours  untrammelled  and  unendan- 
gered. 

The  present  European  immigration  is  deeply  prejudicial 
to  the  fair  remuneration  of  American  labor.  The  mechanic, 
the  artisan,  the  agriculturist,  daily  suffer  from  its  influence. 


GOVERNOR'S  ADDRESS.  985 

There  is  no  statement  in  political  ethics  more  palpable  or 
fundamental  than  that  honest  industry  should  receive  its 
due  reward.  Those  who  hourly  feel  the  oppressing  compe- 
tition of  alien  labor,  depreciated  under  the  taskmasters  of 
the  old  world,  and  schooled  in  the  self-denials  and  modes  of 
existence  there  so  universal,  properly  believe  that  their 
,  own  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  Republic  demand  that 
their  elective  franchise  should  be  exercised  for  the  protec- 
tion of  American  labor. 

In  the  scries  of  privileges  and  duties  granted  a  legisla- 
tor, none  is  more  important  than  the  opportunity  to  dignify 
and  ennoble  labor, — none  either  is  more  frequently  over- 
looked. The  corner  stones  of  the  American  Republic  are, 
the  birthright  of  suffrage,  universal  education,  religious  free- 
dom and  protection  to  labor. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  recently 
transmitted  to  Congress,  shows  that  our  imports,  during  the 
past  year,  have  exceeded  our  exports  twenty-six  millions  of 
dollars.  The  profits  on  our  exports  and  freights  during 
that  period  have  reduced,  in  a  trifling  degree  only,  this  enor- 
mous balance  of  indebtedness.  Thirty-eight  millions  of 
dollars  in  gold — over  nine-tenths  of  all  our  receipts  from 
California  during  the  year,  as  officially  reported — have 
simply  passed  through  the  country,  in  trcaisitii,  and  have 
been  shipped  away  to  pay  for  imported  products  of  Euro- 
pean labor,  and  the  interest  on  our  European  debt.  This 
vast  sum  should  have  been  kept  here  as  a  basis  of  healthy 
business,  and  as  a  more  general  substitute  for  small  bank 
notes,  our  present  circulating  medium. 

Had  this  golden  gift  of  Providence  been  retained  at 
home  to  enrich  the  American  artisan  and  tiller  of  the  soil, 
instead  of  having  been  squandered  to  purchase  foreign  lux- 
uries and  the  products  of  alien  labor,  we  should  this  day, 
as  a  nation,  doubtless  have  enjoyed  prosperity  in  every 
branch  of  industry,  instead  of  the  threatened  depression 
and  distress  which  now  alarm  the  community. 

Our  remedy  is  not  so  much  in  legislative  enactments  and 
tariffs  as  in  cultivating  a  feeling  of  patriotic  nationality,  and 
an  united  determination  to  encourage  the  skill  and  industry 
of  the  American  laborer,  by  consuming  the  home  products 
of  the  shop,  the  factory  and  the  field,  in  preference  to  im- 
ported fabrics  and  foreign  productions,  which  result  must 
be  the  inevitable  sequence  of  a  truly  American  sentiment 
pervading  our  nation. 

The  tax-payer,  when  called  upon  to  contribute  from  his 
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well-merited  earnings  for  the  support  of  suffering  pauper- 
ism and  crime,  will,  and  of  right  should,  investigate  their 
causes.  When  he  finds  our  State  Almshouses  now  contain 
two  thousand  foreign  paupers,  our  State  and  County  Lunatic 
Asylums  eight  hundred  alien  insane,  our  State  Prison, 
Jails,  and  Houses  of  Correction,  over  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred foreign  inmates  per  annum,  as  shown  by  the  returns, 
and  estimates  for  1853,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  were 
shipped  here  at  the  expense  of  foreign  authorities,  to  relieve 
their  native  countries  from  their  support,  or  from  their 
crimes,  and  that  this  vast  alien  array  is  supported  by  Massa- 
chusetts at  an  annual  expense  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, he  will  scarcely  believe  his  honest  desires  to  correct 
these  gigantic  evils  are  occasioned  by  prejudice,  are  unau- 
thorized or  unjust. 

It  has  been  stated  that  many  of  the  evils  and  dangers  re- 
ferred to  are  within  the  exclusive  province  of  national  leg- 
islation. Others,  however,  can  be  averted  through  the 
agency  of  the  State  government.  If  this  duty  is  left  unful- 
filled, or  but  partially  accomplished,  we  neglect  a  great  re- 
sponsibility intrusted  to  us. 

Massachusetts,  since  the  days  of  the  Revolution,  has  been 
accustomed  to  be  among  the  foremost  in  all  measures  of  ra- 
tional progress.  She  is  once  more  permitted  to  take  the 
lead  in  that  legislation  believed  necessary  to  perpetuate  re- 
ligious and  civil  privileges,  both  initiated  within  her  bounda- 
ries, the  one  on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  the  other  upon  the 
battle  field  of  Lexington. 

I  recommend,  then,  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Legislature,  the  following  measures  : — 

1.  That  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  last  year 
passed  one  stage  of  enactment,  prohibiting  the  diversion  of 
the  educational  funds  of  the  State  to  the  establishment  or 
support  of  sectarian  schools. 

2.  The  power  to  repeal  or  modify  the  naturalization 
laws  is  confided  alone  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ; 
but  while  Congress  naturalizes,  each  State  for  itself  pre- 
scribes the  qualifications  of  all  voters  within  its  limits,  for 
National  as  well  as  State  officers.  I  recommend,  therefore, 
an  amendment  to  our  Constitution,  prohibiting  the  exercise 
of  the  elective  franchise  to  all  of  alien  birth,  qualified  by 
naturalization,  till  they  have  resided  within  the  United 
States  twenty-one  years. 

3.  As  a  common  school  education,  or  its  equivalent,  is 
•              necessary  to  rightly  understand  the  duties,  and  to  be  com- 
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petent  to  properly  appreciate  the  privileges,  of  a  freemau, 
I  recommend  a  farther  constitutional  provision,  to  the  effect 
that  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  who  cannot  read 
and  write  the  Eniz:lish  lano-uao-e. 

4.  I  recommend  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  so 
that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  the  gift  of 
the  people  who  shall  not  be  a  legal  voter  in  accordance  with 
the  previous  suggestions. 

5.  The  honor  of  the  American  Flag  should  be  confided 
only  to  those  who  are  born  on  the  soil  hallowed  by  its  pro- 
tection :  they  alone  can  justly  be  required  to  vindicate  its 
rights.  One  of  my  earliest  official  acts  then  will  be,  if  sanc- 
tioned, as  the  laws  require,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Executive  Council,  whom  you  will  select,  to  disband  all 
military  companies  composed  of  persons  of  foreign  birth. 

6.  I  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  expediency  of 
exempting  all  alien  citizens  from  military  duty.  If,  in  your 
wisdom,  this  should  be  deemed  insufficient  to  meet  the  de- 
signed object,  I  recommend  forbidding  by  law  payment  of  . 
the  State  bounty  to  any  military  company  which  has  enrolled 
among  its  members  persons  of  foreign  birth. 

7.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  two  thousand  paupers, 
of  alien  origin,  are  this  day  in  the  State  Almshouses,  and 
eight  hundred  foreign  idiots  and  lunatics  are  occupant^s  of 
the  State  Insane  Asjlums,  or  supported  by  the  Counties,  at 
the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth.  Every  kindness  that 
our  common  humanity  and  Christian  precepts  dictate,  should 
be  shown  these  poor  unfortunates.  At  the  same  time,  it 
is  clearly  our  duty  to  protect  ourselves  against  the  custom, 
hardly  to  be  credited,  were  it  not  proved  to  be  systemati- 
cally adopted  by  foreign  authorities,  which  empties  upon 
our  shores  the  workhouses  and  hospitals  of  the  old  world. 
Providence  seems  to  ordain  that  we  should  provide  for  those, 
who,  capable  of  self-support,  immigrate  voluntarily,  but 
meet  with  misfortune  or  calamity  here.  Those,  however, 
whom  cold-hearted  cruelty  or  miserly  calculation  ships  here, 
should,  without  exception,  be  returned  with  humanity  to 
their  own  country. 

The  law  of  1792  provides  that  any  justice  of  the  peace 
may  cause  this  to  be  done.  We  need  legislation  that  shall 
make  this  duty  imperative,  not  merely  permissive,  and  that 
shall  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  officers.  To  a 
small  extent  the  present  law  has  been  acted  on  :  but  those 
who  are  best  competent  to  judge  are  of  the  opinion,  that, 
if  it  should  be  amended,  so  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
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selectmen  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  several  towns, 
under  suitable  penalties,  to  send  such  persons  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Alien  Passengers  at  Boston,  and  to 
require  that  Board  to  return  them  to  the  country  from 
whence  they  came,  we  should  soon  be  relieved  from  the 
charge  of  one-half  the  inmates  of  our  State  Almshouses. 
Moreover,  if  it  is  known  that  we  systematically  return  all 
who  are  thus  thrust  upon  our  sympathies,  the  cruel  custom 
of  sending  them  hither  will  doubtless  soon  cease.  The  av- 
erage expense  of  supporting  an  alien  pauper  is  not  far  from 
sixty  dollars  per  annum ;  the  cost  of  sending  them  to  Liv- 
erpool, whence  most  of  them  come,  would  not  exceed  twenty 
dollars  each,  including  a  comfortable  outfit. 

8.  The  Board  of  Alien  Commissioners  now  consists  of 
the  Alien  Passenger  Agent,  the  Auditor,  and  one  member  of 
the  Executive  Council,  and  its  annual  gross  receipts  are 
about  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Practically  its  duties  fall  on 
the  first  named.  They  are  too  onerous  and  too  responsible 
to  be  intrusted  to  any  one  man's  hands.  The  last  Alien 
Passenger  Agent  fell  a  victim  to  the  labors  and  exposures  of 
his  office.  The  present  one  is  often  called  on  to  toil  four- 
teen or  sixteen  hours  per  day.  There  are  confided  to  his 
sole  judgment  and  faithfulness  the  power  of  demanding  or 
dispensing  with  heavy  bonds  of  indemnity,  and  of  adjusting 
the  commutation  tax  thousands  of  dollars  higher  or  lower 
on  a  single  cargo  of  immigrants.  A  reorganization  of  this 
Board  is  recommended,  causing  it  to  be  composed  of  persons 
solely  devoted  to  its  duties,  and  acting  as  a  check  on  one 
another. 

9.  The  question  as  to  the  best  method  of  caring  for  our 
alien  paupers  is  one  of  great  moment.  Until  May  last,  all 
paupers  unable  to  labor,  and  having  no  settlement  within 
the  State,  were  taken  charge  of  by  the  various  towns  where 
they  happened  to  be,  which  towns  received  from  the  Com- 
monwealth forty-nine  cents  per  week  for  adults,  twenty-eight 
cents  for  children,  and  an  additional  discretionary  remuner- 
ation for  lunatics  and  those  sick  with  contagious  diseases. 
Three  years  ago  the  Legislature  decided  to  change  the  sys- 
tem, and  to  erect  State  Almshouses,  where  all  alien  paupers 
should  be  sent  and  provided  for  at  the  cost  of  the  Common- 
wealth. In  May,  1854,  the  buildings,  four  in  number,  were 
ready  for  occupancy,  and  the  change  took  place. 

The  chief  benefits  of  the  new  system  are,  the  separation 
of  foreign  paupers  from  our  own  American  poor,  and  the 
avoidance  of  constant  conflict  between  the  town  and  state 
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authorities  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation,  which  led  to 
numerous  appeals  to  the  Legislature,  and  the  waste  of  much 
of  its  valuable  time.  Its  greatest  defect,  besides  the  large 
outlay  for  the  necessary  lands  and  buildings,  is  the  greatly 
increased  cost  to  the  State  of  supporting  their  inmates. 
The  expense  to  the  comijounity,  however,  may  not  be  greater 
now  than  before.  The  additional  cost,  beyond  the  per  capita 
paid  by  the  State,  fell  on  the  towas  formerly,  but  now  the 
State  Treasury  sustains  the  whole.  Without  deciding  the 
question  whether  the  change  was,  on  the  whole,  desirable, 
concerning  which  there  is  great  difference  of  opinion,  it  is 
certain  that  the  new  system  should  now  be  fairly  tested. 
It  is  also  our  present  duty  to  see  if  any  legislation  is 
needed  to  improve  or  economize  the  new  plan.  The  Re- 
ports of  the  various  Boards  of  Inspectors  will  be  laid  be- 
fore you  at  an  early  day,  and  will  doubtless  contain  valuable 
suggestions. 

The  cost  of  the  new  Almshouses  has  been  $241,758. 
The  edifices  are  poorly  built,  badly  ventilated  and  heated, 
faulty  in  their  plan  of  construction,  not  provided  with  a 
needful  supply  of  water,  and,  unless  a  very  considerable  out- 
lay is  made  on  them,  will  be  in  a  short  time  in  a  ruinous 
condition.  They  are  no  credit  to  the  State.  They  have 
no  suitable  workshops,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  stoves  and 
furnaces  are  situated  in  each  main  building,  rendering  the 
danger  of  fire  very  great. 

Industry  should  be  rigidly  enforced  on  all  who  are  able 
to  perform  even  the  lightest  species  of  labor,  both  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inmates,  and  to  reduce  the  cost  of  their  sup- 
port; whether  agricultural  or  mechanical  industry  should 
mainly  be  attended  to,  the  Legislature  will  determine.  Suf- 
ficient workshops  should  be  provided,  and  separate  build- 
ings for  cooking,  the  fire  of  which  might  be  sufficient  for 
laundry  purposes,  and  to  heat  the  main  edifices  by  steam, 
might  perhaps  prove  true  economy.  No  one  can  think  of  a 
conflagration  breaking  out  in  one  of  them,  filled  with  six  or 
eight  hundred  persons,  many  of  whom  are  aged,  sick,  lame 
or  blind,  without  a  shudder. 

The  average  cost  per  week  to  the  State  under  the  old 
system  was  about  forty  cents  for  each  person:  but,  for  the 
first  seven  months  under  the  nevv-,  it  has  been  nearly  three 
times  that  sum.  The  most  rigid  economy  should  be  insisted 
on,  enforced  by  every  check  and  restriction  your  wisdom 
may  deem  desirable.  Every  advantage  of  the  market  should 
l.>e  taken  in  purcliasing  supplies ;  and  I  suggest  i"or  your 
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consideration,  whether  advertising  for  proposals  or  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  purchasing  agent  for  all  the  State  Institutions 
might  not  be  desirable.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  average  cost  per  week  has  been  considerably  enhanced 
by  circumstances  natural  at  first,  and  that  it  can  be  hereaf- 
ter materially  reduced.  .     • 

But  partial  means  of  information  have  been  within  my 
reach  during  the  limited  time  at  my  disposal.  I  have  plainly 
spoken  my  present  convictions;  and  it  is  but  just  to  add, 
they  may  be  modified  by  further  investigation.  I  renewedly 
commend  the  whole  subject  of  the  support  and  occupation  of 
the  alien  paupers  to  your  especial  attention. 

Your  judicious  but  decided  action  on  the  important  sub- 
jects thus  briefly  stated,  will  necessarily  be  felt  beyond  the 
limits  of  Massachusetts.  It  will  alfect  the  legislation  of 
other  States,  and  to  some  extent,  probablj-,  influence  the 
proceedings  of  Congress  itself.  We  wish  our  army  Ameri- 
canized, our  navy  Nationalized.  "We  wish  the  restriction  as 
to  birth,  now  applicable  to  the  ofiice  of  President,  extended 
to  members  of  the  .Cabinet  and  of  Congress,  to  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  all  our  diplomatic  representa- 
tives abroad.  We  desire  a  vital  amendment  of  the  natural- 
ization laws,  and  an  uniform  requirement  of  twenty-one 
years'  residence  in  the  United  States  before  the  elective 
franchise  is  conferred  upon  aliens.  We  wish  stringent 
national  laws  regarding  immigration,  the  imposition  of  an 
uniform  and  suflicient  capitation  tax,  and  the  universal  de- 
portation of  criminals  and  paupers  shipped  to  our  shores. 
These  and  other  reforms  can  only  be  consummated  throujjh 
an  American  President  and  an  American  Congress.  Your 
harmony,  judgment,  and  firm  adherence  to  principle,  must 
needs  have  no  inconsiderable  influence  in  hastening  this 
result. 

The  question  of  temperance  will  naturally  receive  your 
deliberate  consideration.  The  evils  of  intemperance  force 
themselves  on  the  attention  of  every  statesman.  They  ap- 
pear at  the  bar  of  our  courts,  they  cry  aloud  from  our  prisons, 
jails  and  hospitals,  and  the  wailings  of  our  lunatic  asylums 
are  their  voices.  They  drain  our  treasury,  and  swell  the 
long  catalogue  of  paupei-ism  and  suflering.  They  are  uni- 
versally recognized  as  a  legitimate  olject  for  legislation. 
They  claim  the  deep  attention  of  the  lawgiver,  as  well  as  of 
the  philanthropist. 

Our  Supreme  Court,  a  tribunal  that  has  the  just  confidence 
of  all,  having  pronounced  unconstitutional  some  provisions 
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of  the  present  anti-liquor  law,  such  sections  should  not 
lono'er  remain  on  our  statute  book.  Every  citizen  of  the 
State,  probably,  concurs  in  the  wish,  that  they  be  either  re- 
pealed or  amended. 

Coming,  as  you  do,  fresh  from  the  people,  your  deliberate 
conclusions  will  doubtless  be  a  fair  criterion  of  their  wishes. 
Whatever  measures  yon  may  perfect  to  prevent  intemper- 
ance and  check  pauperism  and  crime,  and  which  are  deemed 
constitutional  by  myself  and  the  ofticer  whom  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  have  provided  as  my  legal  adviser,  shall 
receive  my  unhesitating  sanction. 

In  defiance  of  the  principles  asserted  by  the  dominant 
national  party  in  their  last  Presidential  Convention,  in  dis- 
regard too  of  the  pledges  of  the  President  in  his  Inaugural 
Address,  sectional  issues  have  been  reopened  by  the  wanton 
violation  of  plighted  national  faith  on  the  part  of  Congress 
and  the  Executive,  in  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
which  fixed  a  northern  limit  to  the  extension  of  slavery. 
The  first  result  of  this  pernicious  action  was  to  shock  the 
moral  sentiment  of  the  community,  and  to  excite  fears  that 
all  constitutional  and  legal  barriers  against  the  difi"usion  of 
this  acknowledged  evil  would,  from  time  to  time,  be  swept 
away.  It  has  moved  men's  minds  at  the  North  to  an  extent 
no  other  political  occurrence  has  done  within  the  memory 
of  the  present  generation.  Its  ultimate  effect  will  and  should 
be,  to  determine  us,  by  the  consideration  of  every  sacred 
and  holy  duty,  to  manfully  demand  the  restoration  of  this 
broken  compact,  and  to  jealously  guard  each  and  every  right 
that  belongs  to  Massachusetts. 

While  we  acknowledge  our  fealty  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  Laws,  the  oft-repeated  cry  of  disunion  heralds  no  real 
danger  to  our  ears.  While  we  honestly  concede  the  com- 
mon duties  evoked  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  we  will 
preserve  inviolate  the  State  Rights  retained  for  each  sove- 
reign member  of  that  confederacy.  With  fraternal  feelings 
to  all  her  sister  States,  and  filial  devotion  to  their  common 
parent,  yet  with  acknowledged  rights  and  a  determination 
that  they  be  maintained,  there  stands  Massachusetts. 

Of  those  rights,  the  two  cardinal  ones  are,  the  Habeas 
Corpus  and  the  Trial  by  Jury.  It  is  submitted  to  your  de- 
liberations, whether  additional  legislation  is  required  to 
secure  either  of  these  to  our  fellow-citizens.  Scrupulously 
avoid  such  action  as  asserts  or  looks  to  the  maintenance  of 
any  rights  not  clearly  and  constitutionally  ours,  but  weave 
every  safeguard  you  justly  may  round  those  primal  birth- 
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rights,  older  than  our  national  birthday,  and  dear  as  its 
continued  existence. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Common-w-ealth  is  not  a 
flattering  one.  The  following  is  an  approximate  statement 
of  the  Expenditures  and  Receipts  for  the  past  fiscal  year, 
which  will  be  presented  in -accurate  detail  in  the  Auditor's 
Annual  Report : — 

EXPEXniTLEES. 

Legislative  and  Executive  Department,  $354,398  00 

Scientific  and  Educational  purposes,     .       20,686  00 

Interest  on  Debt 100,625  00 

Charitable  and  Humane  purposes,         .     236,652  00 

Correctional  and  Preventive  purposes,       170,355  00 

Military, 67,489  00 

$950,205  00 


ORDINARY    REVEIv'UE. 

Bank  Tax,  .  .  .  .  .  $525,868  00 

Alien  Passenger  Receipts,  .          .          .  50,000  00 

Western  R.  E.  Sinking  Fund  and  Div- 
idends,      119,696  00 

Cash,   on   hand  at  commencement    of 

year, 13,410  00 

From  sundry  other  sources,           .          .  9,308  00 


718,282  00 

Annual   ordinary  income,   exclusive  of 

State  Tax,  short  of  expenditure,       .         .         .       $231,923  00 

The   following   items    may  be  regarded  as 
extraordinary  expenditures : — 

Convention  Expenses,  .  .  .  $11,205  00 
New  Lunatic  Hospital  do.,  .  .  10,000  00 
Maiden  Bridge, 9,000  00 


30,205  00 


Leaving  still  a  deficit  of— say      .  .  .  .       $201,718  00 

The  action  of  the  last  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  School  Fund  to  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars,  will,  in  effect,  diminish  the  annual  income  of  the 
State,  heretofore  applicable  to  meet  its  current  expenses, 
about  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

The  cost  of  supportino-  the  State  Paupers  for  the  year 
ending  November  1st,  1853,  was  1100,750,  which  amount, 
under  the  old  system,  has  been  paid  to  the  towns  during 
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the  past  year.  But,  owing  to  the  new  plan  adopted,  the 
cost  of  supporting  the  same  paupers  in  the  new  alms- 
houses, for  the  year  1854  in  part,  amounting  to  $80,890, 
has  also  been  paid  from  the  treasury  during  the  past  year. 
This  fact  will  not  materially  vary  the  above  estimates 
however,  as,  during  the  year  upon  which  we  are  now 
entering,  we  must  pay  to  the  towns  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting these  paupers  from  November  1st,  1853,  till  the 
period  when  they  were  removed  to  the  State  Almshouses, 
in  May,  1854,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  their  support  in  these 
almshouses,  from  month  to  month,  during  the  current 
financial  year. 

On  looking  over  the  schedule  of  receipts,  the  Bank  Tax 
alone  seems  likely  to  produce  additional  revenue.  This, 
under  charters  granted  last  year,  may  possibly  be  increased 
to  the  amount  of  $20,000.  It  is  not  probable  the  present 
wants  of  the  community  demand  additional  banking  cap- 
ital, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  more  charters  will  be 
granted. 

I  commend  to  your  close  examination  the  items  of  the 
other  and  larger  column.  Introduce  into  every  branch  of 
expenditure  rigorous  and  minute  economy ;  remembering, 
however,  that  parsimony  is  not  true  economy  in  fostering 
the  noble  and  Christian,  charitable  and  humane  institutions 
of  Massachusetts. 

On  examining  this  list,  there  is  one  item  especially  that 
can  be,  should  be,  and  the  people  expect  will  be  diminished, 
and  that  is  the  expense  of  the  Legislature.  Whatever 
additional  cause  of  grateful  regard  the  session  of  1855 
may  bring  to  our  constituents,  let  it  have  the  special  merit 
of  being  a  working  and  a  short  one. 

The  public  lands  of  Massachusetts,  situated  in  Maine, 
were  sold  over  a  year  ago ;  and  I  recommend  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  of&ce  of  Land  Agent.  The  nominal  duties 
pertaining  to  the  post  can  be  transferred  to  the  Auditor, 
or  one  of  the  other  Heads  of  Departments,  and  the  salary 
be  saved  to  the  State. 

A  large  and  increasing  annual  expenditure  of  money  is 
made  to  various  Commissions  created  by  the  Legislature. 
In  many  cases,  the  duties  performed  are  not  commensurate 
to  the  price  charged.  It  is  hoped  no  commission  will  be 
created  that  is  not  indispensable,  and  perhaps  the  Legisla- 
ture can  safely  terminate  some  now  in  existence.  I  earn- 
estly recommend  that  in  all  cases  hereafter,  where,  commis- 
sions are  created,  and  the  amount  of  labor  can  be  approxi- 
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mately  estimated,  the  Legislature  will  fix  ia  the  Resolves 
the  specific  sum  that  shall  be  paid  each  Commissioner.  The 
system  of  per  diem  pay  should  be  avoided. 

The  last  Legislature  initiated  a  series  of  amendments  to 
the  Constitution.  They  were  finally  agreed  upon,  and 
passed  by  the  united  voices  of  able  and  influential  men  of 
all  parties  there  represented.  Some  of  them,  by  them- 
selves alone,  would  perhaps  liave  failed  of  the  requisite 
majority;  but,  as  a  whole,  they  were  deemed  just,  fair,  and 
demanded  by  the  popular  desire.  In  this  opinion  I  concur, 
and  recommend  them,  as  a  body,  to  your  favorable  judg- 
ment. If  approved  by  you,  they  can  either  be  submitted  to 
the  popular  vote  at  the  March  town  meetings  or  postponed 
till  the  next  annual  election.  If  the  first  course  seems 
preferable,  you  can  mature  the  necessary  legislation  to  take 
eifect  only  in  case  these  amendments  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  people. 

The  repeal  of  the  usury  laws  is  believed  to  be  desired 
by  the  business  community.  The  notorious  violation  of  any 
law  serves  only  to  create  disrespect  for  all.  Honorable 
men  are  deterred  from  lending  money  at  its  real  value,  on 
personal  security,  when  contrary  to  law;  and  a  portion  of 
the  funds  of  the  community  being  thus  diverted  from  this 
channel,  men  less  scrupulous  obtain  a  higher  rate  from  the 
borrower.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  repeal  of 
these  laws  would  reduce  the  price  of  money.  Then,  too, 
the  borrower  can  meet  the  lender  face  to  face,  and  make  an 
open  bargain,  without  resorting  to  the  agency  and  cost  of  a 
tliird  party,  to  avoid  infringement  of  the  letter  of  the  law. 
The  usury  laws  have  recently  been  repealed  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  question  will  probably  soon  be  favorably 
considered  in  various  States  of  the  Union.  In  my  judgment, 
the  change  here  should  be  made  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
affect  loans  on  mortgage.  "With  that  view  I  recommend  the 
repeal  of  the  usury  laws  now  in  force,  so  far  as  they  apply 
to  negotiable  paper  having  not  exceeding  eight  months  to 
mature. 

Our  existing  law,  in  arrests  on  mesne  process,  and  com- 
mitment on  execution,  imprisons  for  debt  without  a  trial  as 
to  the  question  of  property,  leaving  the  debtor  to  swear 
out,  making  imprisonment  precede  judgment,  and  practically 
presuming  the  debtor  to  be  guilty  of  fraud  until  he  proves 
himself  innocent.  These  provisions  are  unjust,  and  should 
be  done  away  with ;  though  some  process  should  be  provided 
whereby  the  fraudulent  debtor  may  be  subject  to  examina- 
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tion  regarding  his  property,  and  be  compelled  to  apply  it  to 
the  payment  of  his  just  debts. 

To  accomplish  these  purposes,  the  creditor  might  be  re- 
quired to  make  oath  that  he  believes  the  debtor  to  have 
property  fraudulently  concealed,  which  he  fails  to  apply  to 
the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  to  have  a  summary  hearing 
or  trial  on  this  charge  immediately  after  the  arrest  on  the 
writ,  and  before  the  commituient  on  execution.  If  con- 
victed, the  debtor  is  imprisoned,  not  for  debt,  but  for  fraud  ; 
and  imprisonment  for  debt,  so  justly  odious,  is  entirely 
abolished. 

If  a  statute  be  enacted,  embodying  these  provisions,  it 
might  be  well  to  place  the  business  in  the  hands  of  Commis- 
sioners, appointed  for  the  purpose,  instead  of  leaving  it  to 
the  justices  of  the  quorum,  who  now  conduct  it.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  committed  to  jail  for  debt,  and  in  civil  suits 
for  tort,  in  Suffolk  County  alone,  is  seven  or  eight  hundred 
annually.  In  the  large  number  of  arrests  in  suits  for  tort, 
much  oppression  exists,  and  arrests  for  slander  especially 
might  safely  be  abolished. 

In  cases  of  insolvency,  wages  for  labor  are  now  preferred 
claims  to  the  amount  of  twenty-live  dollars  if  the  work  was 
done  within  sixty-five  days  before  insolvency.  The  amount 
preferred  should  be  larger,  and  the  time  longer.  If  a  mer- 
chant fails  for  millions,  his  clerks  and  laborers  take  a  divi- 
dend on  their  wages  due  above  twenty-five  dollars.  So  do 
the  operatives  in  a  manufacturing  company.  This  is  not 
only  hard,  but  unjust!  Business  men,  when  they  sell  on 
credit,  allow  for  the  risk.  The  chance  of  loss  enters  into 
the  calculation  of  the  price  to  be  charged.  No  such  idea 
influences  the  wages  of  labor.  The  business  creditor  would 
not  feel  the  difference  in  his  dividends,  nor  object  to  ihe 
laborer  being  paid  in  full,  while  it  is  a  matter  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  workman. 

Frequent  comolaints  are  made  regarding  the  inefficiency 
of  the  mechanics  lien  law.  I  would  suggest  to  your  con- 
sideration the  expediency  of  amending  it  so  as  to  render  it 
more  effective  in  its  working,  in  order  that  the  laborer  can 
avail  himself  more  readily  of  its  advantages,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  rights  and  interests  of  contractors  and  builders  be 
more  clearly  and  surely  secured. 

"Within  the  past  year,  frequent  frauds  have  been  committed 
by  making  over-issues  of  stock  in  corporations.  Eminent 
legal  authorities  appear  to  be  undecided  in  regard  to  the 
precise  nature  and  denomination  of  the  offence ;  and  in  this 
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uncertainty  offenders  have  escaped  without  punishment.  To 
affix  a  suitable  penalty  to  such  frauds  seems  to  be  an  appro- 
priate case  for  legislative  action. 

No  law  at  present  exists  giving  holders  of  bills  of  insol- 
vent banks  a  prior  claim  over  other  creditors.  It  is  very 
desirable  our  currency  should  be  rendered  as  safe  as  prac- 
ticable. It  is  the  duty  of  a  depositor  to  ascertain  the  sol- 
vency of  any  bank  he  intrusts  with  his  property ;  but  the 
bill-holder,  often  at  a  distance,  a  laborer  or  a  female,  trusts 
solely  to  the  law  for  protection.  -What  the  State  permits 
as  currency  they  confidently  take,  assured  that  the  law  will 
protect  them  in  so  doing  by  all  just  enactments.  I  commend 
the  question  to  your  consideration. 

While  making  these  suggestions,  it  seems  necessary  to 
add  that  one  great  fault  in  modern  legislation  is  constant 
alteration  and  amendment  in  statute  law.  Even  those  whose 
province  and  sole  business  it  is  to  expound  the  law  can 
hardly  keep  pace  with  the  annual  changes,  while  the  majority 
of  our  citizens  are  necessarily  in  ignorance  of;  and  uncer- 
tainty as  to,  fundamental  enactments  which  concern  even 
their  immediate  occupation.  No  statutory  change  should  be 
made  that  experience  does  not  clearly  demonstrate  to  be 
necessary. 

I  turn  with  pleasure  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
Commonwealth,  an  interest  so  intimately  connected  with 
every  other,  and  of  such  importance  to  them  all,  that  its 
prosperity  is  tlie  foundation  of  the  welfare  and  wealth  of 
every  state.  As  early  as  1792,  the  "Massachusetts  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture  was  founded,  and  in  its 
example  and  liberal  donations  to  the  county  societies,  still 
exerts  a  highly  valuable  influence.  The  Society  of  Middle- 
sex Husbandmen  was  established  in  1794,  and  others  have 
since  been  formed,  till  now  the  bounty  of  the  State  is  sup- 
plied to  seventeen  associations.  In  1852  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  was  organized.  The  Govmior,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  and  Secretary  of  State,  are,  ex  officiis,  members; 
three  persons  are  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  Board  consists  of  delegates,  mostly 
practical  men,  from  the  several  county  societies. 

In  March  last,  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Reform  School 
transferred  the  management  of  the  State  Farm  at  West- 
borough  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  subsequently  the 
Legislature  appropriated  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  commencing  the  contemplated  improve- 
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ments.     A  detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Board 
will  soon  be  laid  before  you. 

In  the  same  spirit  of  enlightened  liberality  which  has 
heretofore  fostered  this  important  art,  and  encouraged  the 
people  in  its  prosecution,  you  will  doubtless  consider  the 
subject,  and  I  trust  such  judicious  aid  will  continue  to  be 
afforded  as  will  enable  the  Board  to  carry  out  the  plans 
they  have  already  commenced.  These  may  include  event- 
ually the  opportunity  for  a  portion  of  our  youth  not  only  to 
obtain  that  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  which  will 
qualify  them  for  the  employments  of  the  garden  and  the 
field,  but  also  to  acquire  the  scientific  principles  and  prac- 
tice indispensable  to  a  successful  pursuit  of  tlie  higher 
branches  of  the  art. 

According  to  the  returns  in  the  census  of  1850,  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  the  farms,  stock,  implements  and  products  in 
the  Commonwealth,  on  the  first  of  June  of  that  year, 
was  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
It  is  believed  this  sum,  large  as  it  is,  will  ])c  gradually  in- 
creased by  superior  modes  of  culture. 

The  skill  and  wisdom  of  the  mechanic  have  also  kept 
pace  with  our  progress  in  agriculture.  His  active  genius 
has  devised,  and  his  industry  constructed,  numerous  imple- 
ments and  machines  which  supersede  a  vast  amount  of  human 
toil,  and  give  to  the  products  of  the  soil  in  many  places  a 
new  value.  They  also  increase  the  worth  of  our  lands,  and 
enalde  us  to  supply,  in  larger  degree,  the  wants  of  those 
engaged  in  other  occupations.  Of  all  her  various  branches 
of  mechanical  industry  Massachusetts  is  justly  proud. 

Under  the  fostering  aid  of  the  State  Bounty,  the  Military 
of  the  Commonwealth  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  There 
are  on  file  iu  the  Adjutant- G-eneral's  office  applications  for 
about  thirty  companies  more  than  are  authorized  by  law — 
unless,  in  accordance  with  a  recent  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  the  present  number  may  be  somewhat  increased. 
Some  judicious  military  organization  should  exist  in  every 
Republic,  for  the  defence  of  its  liberties  and  rights.  Expe- 
rience and  prudence  alike  dictate  this  course.  We  need  no 
standing  army  with  the  germinal  seeds  of  an  efficient  volun- 
teer militia  sown  in  our  midst.  A  standing  army  becomes 
the  mere  machine  of  the  dominant  authorities,  while  the 
volunteer  soldiery  unite  the  skill  of  the  tactician  to  the  en- 
lightened sentiment  and  feeling  of  the  citizen. 

During  the  past  year  our  educational  system,  in  all  its 
various   branches,  has   quietly  Imt  constantly   exerted   its 
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beneficent  influences  in  dissipating  the  mists  of  ignorance, 
and  unfolding  to  the  youth  of  our  State  a  heritage  more 
valuable  and  enduring  than  material  wealth.  Our  schools, 
we  are  confident,  will  continue  to  prosper  while  in  them  are 
inculcated  the  great  lessons  of  morality  and  Christianity 
drawn  from  The  Book  which  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years  has  been  read  in  them  by  successive  generations. 

When  the  Reports  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  of 
the  various  Commissions  now  in  existence  shall  have  been 
received  and  are  transmitted  to  you,  I  shall  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  of  making  any  suggestions  concerning  our 
reformatory  and  cliaritable  institutions  that  further  acquaint- 
ance with  their  affairs  may  seem  to  demand. 

The  last  Legislature  passed  Resolves  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Reform  School  for  Girls.  The  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  required  therein  to  be  raised  by  private 
subscription,  has  been  obtained, 'and  commissioners  appointed 
to  select  and  determine  its  location,  and  to  prepare  plans 
and  estimates  for  the  necessary  buildings.  Twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  additional  were  appropriated  from  the  State 
Treasury,  for  the  purposes  of  this  institution,  and  further 
legislation  will  be  required  at  your  hands  when  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  is  presented. 

Another  Commission  was  also  appointed  by  the  same 
Legislature  to  consider  and  report  whether  any  material 
alterations  and  additions  are  necessary  in  the  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital at  Worcester,  or  whether  the  sale  of  that,  and  the 
erection  of  one  or  more  new  ones  in  other  locations,  are 
*  expedient.  It  would  be  a  subject  of  regret  should  a  very 
large  outlay  be  deemed  necessary  for  these  two  purposes  in 
the  present  exhausted  state  of  our  treasury.  Within  about 
three  years  we  have  expended  over  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  the  construction  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taun- 
ton, the  Alien  Pauper  Almshouses,  and  the  Enlargement  of 
the  State  House. 

Experience  demonstrates,  however,  that  it  is  truly  the 
policy  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  State  to  restrain  its  way- 
ward, and  educate  its  indigent  youth.  The  State  Reform 
School  for  Boys  has  been  abundantly  blessed  in  its  results; 
but  its  full  capacity  is  now  employed,  while  its  field  of  use- 
fulness is  by  no  means  occupied.  Should  circumstances 
seem  to  you  to  demand  additional  provision  for  this  class 
of  our  youth,  the  establishment  of  a  Nautical  School  upon 
the  marine  border  of  the  State  would  be  a  wise  extension 
of  this  plan  of  charity  and  discipline. 
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The  deficiency  of  seamen  in  our  national  and  merchant 
marine  has  long  been  deplored.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  his  late  Report,  makes  special  allusion  to  this  sub- 
ject, recommending  the  establishment  of  the  apprentice  sys- 
tem, whose  object  "  will  be  to  make  youth  practical  seamen, 
to  teach  them  to  become  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the 
sailor,  the  sacredness  of  obedience  to  orders,  and  to  watch 
over  their  mental  and  moral  training.'' 

It  is  a  matter  of  unceasing  regret  that  to-day  a  very  large 
proportion,  if  not  a  majority,  of  seamen  in  the  American 
service  are  foreigners.  Massachusetts,  from  her  extensive 
commercial  occupations,  has  a  paramount  interest  in  this 
matter.  Such  an  institution  would  provide  shelter,  educa- 
tion, moral  culture,  and  restraint  tor  the  class  who  need  all 
these,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  employment,  at  a  suita- 
ble age,  in  a  vocation  where  it  is  not  only  in  great  demand, 
but  is  essential  to  commercial  prosperity  and  national  pro- 
tection. 

The  Claim  of  Massachu?etts  against  the  General  Govern- 
ment, amounting  to  $227,176.48  for  services  performed  and 
expenditures  actually  made  to  repel  invasion,  during  the 
war  of  1812,  still  remains  unpaid.  This  large  sum,  one- 
third  of  which  belongs  to  the  State  of  Maine,  was  spent  by 
us  over  forty  years  ago ;  and  nearly  twenty  years  since  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  direction  of  Congress,  made  an  exami- 
nation of  its  justice,  and  pronounced  it  valid,  and  due  from 
the  United  States.  Every  similar  claim  from  other  States 
was  paid  many  years  ago.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  now, 
when  the  national  treasury  is  overflowing,  the  justice  of  our 
demand  will  be  fully  recognized  by  the  passage  of  the  bill 
before  Congress  for  its  liquidation.  Any  special  action  on 
this  matter  is  referred  to  your  judgment. 

Tiie  suit  in  equit}',  in  favor  of  the  Commonwealth,  against 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  to  establish  by  a  judicial  decision 
the  true  boundary  between  the  States,  so  long  a  subject  of 
controversy  and  of  fruitless  negotiation,  is  still  pending  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at  Washington. 
At  the  present  term  of  the  Court  a  rule  has  been  entered, 
upon  the  motion  of  the  Attorney-General  of  Massachusetts, 
requiring  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  tile  its  answer  to  the 
bill  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  next  term.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  counsel  of  both  parties  will  unite  in  urging 
to  a  speedy  adjudication  a  cause  of.  so  much  interest  to  the 
people  of  their  respective  States. 

The  two  previous  Legislatures  passed  Resolves,  to  cause 
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to  be  copied  and  printed  the  old  Records  of  Massachusetts. 
These  papers  are  of  great  historic  value,  and  were  fast  s;oing 
to  deca}'.  The  fidelity  with  which  this  work  has  so  far  been 
done  merits  warm  encomiums.  It  is  for  you  to  cousider  if 
a  labor  so  necessary  shall  ,be  continued  till  our  colonial 
archives  are  secured  in  a  permanent  and  enduring  form. 

Gentlemen  : — 

Elevated  to  this  high  and  honorable  office  by  the  suffrages 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  can  only  promise  to  bring  to  the 
performance  of  its  duties  my  earnest  efforts  and  honest 
desires,  I  know  no  safer  index  in  official  action  than  a  con- 
scientious conviction  of  duty — none  more  fluctuating  than 
the  attempt  to  satisfy  temporary  caprice.  Principles  are 
enduring;  and  if  disregarded,  sooner  or  later  the  verdict  of 
condemnation  will  be  recorded  against  those  who  are  false 
to  their  requirements.  Let  us,  then,  be  true  to  our  country 
and  our  duty.  Let  the  success  of  principle,  not  of  party, 
be  our  desire — the  benefit  of  the  State,  not  of  a  faction,  our 
aim. 

I  congratulate  you  that  there  is  so  much  of  encourage- 
ment in  the  past,  so  much  of  hope  in  the  future.  I  have 
every  confidence  in  your  singleness  of  purpose  and  in  the 
results  of  your  legislation ;  and  I  invoke  the  favor  of  the 
God  of  Nations  on  your  deliberations  and  your  action,  that 
they  may  be  blessed  to  the  benefit  of  our  common  constitu- 
ency and  our  ancieht  Commonwealth. 
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To  the  Speakei'  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  trausmit,  for  the  iaformation  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, a  communication  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  ceding  the  juris- 
diction of  certain  lands  in  the  town  of  Gloucester,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  Custom  House. 

HENR7  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  Jan.  29,  1855. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  School 
for  Idiotic  and  Feeble-Minded  Youth,  together  with  the 
Treasurer's  Report,  and  other  documents. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  Feb.  13,  1855. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  a 
communication  from  M.  Vattemare,  the  Massachusetts  Agent 
for  International  Exchanges,  dated  at  Paris,  December  1st, 
1854. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  suggest  to  the  Legis- 
lature the  expediency  of  discontinuing  the  present  arrange- 
ment with  M.  Vattemare.  In  my  judgment,  a  change  could 
be  made  with  advantage  to  the  State. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 
Council  Chamber,  Feb.  17,  1855. 
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To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  honorable  Senate,  for  the  use 
of  the  Legislature,  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  Boston  Harbor  and  the  Back  Bay. 

The  lateness  of  the  period  when  the  Report  has  been 
received,  and  the  importance  of  the  information  it  contains 
being  as  soon  as  possible  communicated  to  the  Legislature, 
renders  any  thing  more  than  a  hasty  perusal,  on  my  part, 
impossible.  From  such  cursory  examination,  I  am  only 
prepared  to  say  that  the  general  line  of  policy  indicated, 
meets  my  approbation.  There  are  many  interesting  and 
important  questions  that  merit  careful  attention,  and  1 
recommend  the  subject  to  the  earnest  consideration  of  the 
Legislature,  feeling  that  few  matters  of  graver  character, 
and  of  more  interest  to  the  Commonwealth,  will  be  submit- 
ted for  their  examination  and  action. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  Feb.  20,  1855. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  the  Annual  Report  of  thie  Commis- 
sioners of  Alien  Passengers,  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

CouTivil  Chamber,  Feb.  20,  1855. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  to- 
gether with  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 
Council  Chamber,  February  22,  1855. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  enclose  a  communication  this  day  received  from  the 
"  Commissioners  on  Boston  Harbor  and  the  Back  Bay,"  in 
reference  to  a  Bill  they  state  to  be  now  pending  before  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  February  22,  1855. 
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To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Final  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  Chapter 
36,  of  the  Resolves  of  1854,  to  establish  Lines  in  Mystic 
River,  Boston  Harbor  and  Dorchester  Ba3^ 

I  commend  to  the  especial  attention  of  the  Legislature 
the  suggestion  to  request  the  Federal  Government  to  cause 
scientilic  examinations  to  be  made,  bj  its  of&ccrs,  of  the  , 
present  condition  of  the  Harbor  of  Boston,  with  a  view  to 
advise  such  precautionary  policy  as  its  necessities  may  dic- 
tate. 

Also,  the  further  recommendation  by  the  appointment  oi' 
the  State,  of  a  permanent  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  have 
a  constant  supervision  of  the  Harbor,  and  a  watchful  guar- 
dianship over  the  great  interest  that  our  whole  State  has 
in  common  with  Boston  in  its  preservation. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  March  1,  1855. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Resolves  of  1854, 
Chapter  64,  concerning  the  losane  in  this  Commonwealth, 
and  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester. 

By  the  Resolve  the  Commissioners  were  directed  "  to  re- 
port to-  the  Governor  and  Council  on  or  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  the  next  General  Court,  and  to 
accompany  their  report  with  plans  and  specifications,  and 
estimates  of  cost,  &c." 

Also,  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  under  Chapter 
82,  Resolve  of  1854,  regarding  certain  Railroad  Crossings 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  March  7,  1855. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  32d  Chapter  of  the  Resolves  of  1853, 
relating  to  the  Revision  of  the  Pilot  Laws,  which  has  this 
day  been  received  by  me. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  March  16,  1855. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  in  accordance  with  the  request  ol' 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Land  Agent,  which  was  placed  on  file  in  this  department,  in 
accordance  with  usage,  whtsn  received. 

HENRY  .T.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  March  30,  1855. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  carefullj  considered  the  Bill  returned  herewith, 
entitled  ''  An  Act  to  aid  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts 
Railroad  Company,"  which  proposes  to  loan  to  that  corpo- 
ration the  credit  of  the  State  for  one  million  dollars. 

The  authority  to  loan  the  State  credit  is  nowhere  ex- 
pressly granted  in  the  Constitution,  and,  under  its  most 
liberal  construction,  can  only  properly  be  exercised  when 
demanded  by  a  great  public  exigency.  Even  then  the 
power  is  an  implied  one  only. 

It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  inquire  whether  such  a  public 
exigency  exists  in  the  case  under  consideration. 

The  Committee  who  report  the  Bill,  state  the  petitioners 
ask  the  loan  for  the  following  reasons.  (House  Document, 
188.) 

1st.  The  road  ''is  an  ample  security  for  the  debt." 

2d.  "  Their  railway  is  of  the  most  permanent  and  endur- 
ing character,  entirely  finished." 

3d.  "It  connects  several  important  counties,  gives  great 
local  accommodation,  and  is  an  important  link  in  the  most 
direct  and  level  route  between  Boston  and  the  West." 

4lh.  "  While  the  Western  Railway,  a  public  beneficiary, 
accommodates  the  southern  section  of  the  State,  this  line 
has  been  carried,  by  private  enterprise,  over  mountain  sum- 
mits, and  through  deep  ravines,  opening  to  commerce  and 
industry  our  northern  valleys,  without  receiving  any  assist- 
ance from  the  State." 

5th.  "A  grant  of  the  public  credit  will  rescue  this  line 
from  brokers  and  usurers,  who  will  require  a  large  discount 
and  brokerage  in  tlTe  renewal  of  its  bonds." 

6th.  "It  will  case  the  general  money  market  of  Massa- 
chusetts, by  drawing  funds  at  five  per  cent,  from  London  or 
Holland." 

7th.  "And,  finally,  the  aid  of  the  State  will  relieve  a 
large  body  of  meritorious  citizens  along  the  line  of  the 
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railway,  who  will  thus  be  enabled  to  realize  upon  stocks 
and  bonds,  and  invest  their  means  in  mills  and  manufacturf  8, 
and  thus  add  to  the  resources  of  the  line,  and  to  the  wealth 
of  Massachusetts.'" 

While  earnestly  desirous  to  aid,  by  every  proper  and 
constitutional  means,  in  developing  the  resources  and  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  citizens  in  all  portions  of  Massa- 
chusetts, these  reasons, — a.nd  these  are  all  that  are  given, 
— seem  to  me  wholly  insufficient  to  make  out  a  case  of  pub- 
lic exigency.  There  is  not  one  of  them,  excepting  in  the 
points  of  compass  and  geographical  direction,  that  will  not 
apply  to  every  railroad  in  our  State.  No  doubt  nearly 
every  one  of  these  railroads  would  be  glad  of  this  very 
loan;  and  should  the  exigency  be  considered  established  in 
this  case,  nearly  all  of  them  will  very  probably  believe  they 
have  an  equal  claim  upon  the  bounty  of  the  State.  Should 
it  be  granted  now,  it  will  be  difficult  to  give  just  reasons 
for  refusing  many  others  hereafter. 

Already  have  applications  been  made  at  this  session  for 
a  loan  of  the  State  credit  to  the  amount  of  about  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  It  has  been  publicly  stated,  by  some  of 
the  later  applicants,  as  an  apology  for  not  seeking  the  grant 
earlier  in  the  session,  that  ''  they  had  no  idea  State  aid  of 
this  kind  would  be  granted,  till  they  saw  the  report  of  the 
Committee  in  another  case." 

The  credit  of  Massachusetts  is  such  now  as  to  excite  the 
just  pride  of  her  citizens  and  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
mercial world.  It  is  our  duty  to  see  that  no  unconstitu- 
tional and  illegal  perversions  of  it  are  made  that  would 
justly  weaken  that  coulidence. 

If  the  reasons  for  asking  this  loan  are  examined  sepa- 
rately, their  inherent  weakness  is  still  more  apparent. 

The  first  reason,  that  the  road  furnishes  ample  security  to 
the  State,  seems  to  conflict  with  the  fifth,  that  "  a  grant  of 
the  public  credit  will  rescue  the  line  from  brokers  and  usu- 
rers, who  will  require  a  large  discount  and  brokerage  in  the 
renewal  of  its  bonds."  If  the  road  is  "  ample  security  " 
for  this  debt,  why  cannot  its  bonds  be  sold  without  "  a  large 
discount "  to  ''  rescue  it  from  brokers  and  usurers  ?  "'  T\Ias- 
sachusetts  citizens  have  invested  very  many  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  railways  west  of  the  Hudson  River.  A  single  rail- 
road in  the  new  State  of  Illinois  has  procured  five  millions 
of  dollars  on  its  own  bonds  in  Europe.  Most  certainly 
'*  ample  security  "  should  be  able  to  obtain  without  difficulty, 
at  home  or  abroad,  a  loan  in  this  case,  as  it  has  in  others. 
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The  second  reason,  because  "  their  railway  is  of  the  most 
permanent  and  enduring  character,  eritirely  finished,'^  fur- 
nishes in  its  two  concluding  words  a  fatal  objection  to  its 
object.  Our  State  wisely  has  loaned  its  credit  in  a  number 
of  instances  where  new  fields  of  industry  and  new  markets 
were  to  be  opened  by  the  construction  of  new  railways  and 
a  great  benefit  was  to  be  conferred  upon  the  public,  but 
where  natural  difficulties  or  want  of  confidence  in  the  early 
days  of  the  system  prevented  private  capital  from  complet- 
ing desirable  enterpi-ises.  This  furnished  the  "  public  exi- 
gency "  necessary.  But  never  has  the  State  credit  yet  been 
loaned  to  railways  ''  entirely  finished,'^  and  in  my  judgment 
it  cannot  be  without  overstepping  the  constitutional  powers 
granted  the  government. 

The  third  reason,  "  that  it  connects  important  counties, 
gives  great  local  accommodation,  and  is  an  important  link  in 
the  most  direct  and  level  route  between  Boston  and  the 
West,"  this  railroad  has  in  common  with  all  others,  (saving 
the  precise  points  of  connection,)  and  presents  no  feature 
that  makes  out  a  "public  exigency"  for  the  loan  from  the 
State. 

The  fourth  reason  requires  no  remark,  unless  it  be  that 
the  State  has  granted  its  aid  to  the  Troy  and  Greenfield 
Road,  which  is  "  a  link  "  in  this  same  "  route  between  Bos- 
ton and  the  West."  The  fact,  however,  that  this  particular 
corporation  has  not  received  any  aid  from  the  State,  does 
not  prove  that  it  should,  without  also  proving  that  assist- 
ance should  be  granted  every  other  also  which  has  not  yet 
received  it. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  reasons  certainly  have  no  weight  in 
influencing  my  judgment  in  favor*  of  the  necessity  of  the 
grant.  Most  assuredly  there  is  no  constitutional  power  in 
the  government  to  lend  its  aid  for  the  purpose  of  "  rescuing 
this  road  from  brokers  and  usurers,"  or  "  to  ease  the  general 
money  market,  by  drawing  funds  from  London  or  Holland 
at  five  per  cent." 

The  last  reason  for  the  grant  excites  the  best  wishes  of 
us  all  as  individuals.  We  should  be  glad  to  see  any  portions 
of  our  citizens  "enabled  to  realize  upon  stocks  and  bonds," 
that  they  "  may  invest  their  means  in  mills  and  manufac- 
tures," if  they  desire  so  to  do ;  but  it  may  be  safely  asserted 
that  the  custodians  of  the  public  credit  cannot  legitimately 
loan  the  indorsement  of  the  State  for  any  such  purposes. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  policy,  if  carried  out, 
inaugurates  an  entirely  new  era  in  the  practice  of  the  Cora- 
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mouwealth — new,  inasmuch  as  it  is  granted  to  a  road  entirely 
completed,  and  for  purposes  that  may  be  truly  characterized 
as  personal  accommodation  to  its  bond  and  stockholders. 
Believing,  then,  that  the  State  can  only  loan  its  credit  in 
cases  demanded  by  imperative  and  extraordinary  public  exi- 
gency— that  such  exigency  does  not  exist  in  the  present 
case — that  this  loan  has  no  parallel  in  the  past  legislation 
of  Massachusetts — that  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  property 
aud  business  of  the  State  to  involve  thera  iu  such  vast  lia- 
bilities, dangerous  as  a  precedent  for  future  action,  and 
deeply  to  be  deprecated  as  overstepping  our  constitutional 
powers,  I  withhold  my  signature  from  the  bill. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 
Council  Chamber,  April  30,  1855. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  return,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
which  branch  of  the  Legislature  it  originated,  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  Act  in  aid  of  the  Western  Railroad  Corporation." 

I  have  before  declined  affixing  my  approval  to  a  bill  of  a 
somewhat  similar  character,  on  the  single  groimd  that  in 
my  conviction  the  State  had  no  power  under  its  Constitu- 
tion to  loan  its  credit,  excepting  in  cases  of  great  and  ex- 
traordinary public  exigency.  That  exigency  exists  only 
whei  e  a  public  benefit  is  to  be  conferred  through  the  aid 
of  the  State,  because  private  enterprise  and  capital  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  incur  the  risk  incident-  to  untried 
undertakings,  or  to  those  where  natural  difficulties  inter- 
pose an  obstacle  that  appears  insurmountable  without  its 
aid. 

The  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Western  Railroad,  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  in  this  city  on 
the  seventh  of  March  last,  proves  that  State  aid  is  asked  as 
a  facility  and  convenience  to  the  road,  and  not  from  any 
necessity  in  the  case.  In  that  Report  three  methods  for  the 
completion  of  its  second  track  are  suggested.  First,  the 
appropriation  of  its  sinking  fund,  amounting  now  to  about 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars;  secondly,  the  increase  of 
its  capital  stock,  for  which  authority  has  already  been  grant- 
ed by  the  Legislature;  and  thirdly,  the  issue  of  its  bonds, 
which  is  authorized  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth, 
chapter  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  of  the  laws  of  eighteen 
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hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  Report,  so  recently  accepted, 
adds  that  "your  Committee  think  it  injudicious  to  make 
any  application  to  the  Legislature  at  this  time,  in  further- 
ance of  the  interests  of  this  company,  and  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  there  will  be  but  little  difficulty  in  providing  all 
the  means  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  raise,  from  the  sales 
of  bonds  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  or  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  or  of  stock  to  be  taken  by  the  stockliold- 
ers  or  others  at  par,  if  the  stockholders  will  authorize  the 
directors,  at  their  discretion,  to  issue  stock,  or  bonds,  or 
obligations  of  the  company,  not  exceeding  one  million  of 
dollars  in  amount.  We  think  it  desirable  to  fix  this  limit, 
at  present,  to  construction  expenses ;  and  our  opinion  is 
confirmed  by  the  president's  judgment."' 

The  road  will  be  benefitted  by  the  proposed  bill,  only 
inasmuch  as  it  can  sell  its  bonds,  with  the  indorsement  of 
the  State,  to  Ijetter  advantage  than  without  that  indorse- 
ment, and  only  to  the  extent  of  such  diflerence.  In  fact 
this  is  overstating  the  question,  for  it  is  obvious  to  all  that 
the  risk  of  loaning  money  to  itself,  is  less  tlian  lending  it 
to  others,  and  for  this  difference  of  risk,  suitable  allowance 
should  be  made. 

That  this  risk  is  worthy  of  consideration,  appears  from 
the  fact  that  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  have  been  invested  in  other  railroad  stocks,  of  which 
the  Committee  say  they  think  it  improbable  the  cost  will 
ever  be  realized.  Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  additional 
have  been  loaned  another  "  railroad,  without  a  mortgage  of 
its  property  or  collateral  security."  Moreover,  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  still  have  been  invested  in  mortgage 
notes,  "  representing  fifty-one  different  mortgages ;  many  of 
these  are  past  due,  and  in  some  cases  the  makers  of  the 
notes  are  dead,  or  have  become  bankrupt."  And,  finally, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  have  been  loaned  on 
mortgage  in  the  city  of  Albany,  and  "  some  of  these  mort- 
gages are  to  secure  loans  as  small  as  five  hundred  dollars 
each;  and  if  the  commissioner  who  has  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  fund  was  not  very  pains-taking,  losses  might 
ensue  from  these  small  and  troublesome  investments." 

It  appears  to  me  very  evident  that  such  an  exigency  as 
is  demanded  for  the  proper  exercise  of  this  power  does  not 
exist  in  the  present  case.  There  are,  it  is  true,  certain 
reasons  why  it  is  claimed  State  aid  should  be  granted  this 
road,  but  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  any  case  where  its  advo- 
cates cannot  find  some  grounds  for  such  an  ar2:ument.     The 
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State  is  the  owner  of  nearly  one-quarter  of  the  Western 
Railroad  stock ;  but  if  the  stockholders  of  the  other  three- 
quarters  are  to  receive  the  indorsement  of  the  Common- 
wealth, it  will  be  hard  to  refuse  it  in  otlier  cases,  where 
roads  are  wholly  owned  by  private  individuals.  Especially 
does  this  argument  apply  to  a  corporation  that  has  been  so 
largely  and  so  often  as  this  the  recipient  of  the  bounty  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Desirous  always  to  keep  in  view  the  limited  power  under 
which  we  act,  requiring  that  imperative  public  exigency,  and 
not  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  stockholder,  whether  that 
stockholder  is  an  individual  or  the  Commonwealth,  be  the 
sole  ground  on  which  State  aid  can  be  constitutionally 
granted,  I  withhold  my  approval  from  this  bill, 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 
Council  Chamber,  May  16,  1855. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

I  return,  herewith,  to  the  Senate,  in  which  body  it  orig- 
inated, a  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  Protect  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  People  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts." 

Very  many  of  its  provisions  have  my  hearty  approval.  1 
desire  to  see  in  any  and  every  way  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  protected,  and  will  give  my  ready  sanction 
and  aid  to  every  measure  that  tends  to  accomplish  that 
purpose,  without  violation  of  constitutional  obligations,  in 
conformity  with  the  principles  laid  down  in  my  Inaugural 
Adress,  that  we  should  "  scrupulously  avoid  such  action  as 
asserts  or  looks  to  the  maintenance  of  any  rights  not  clearly 
and  constitutionally  ours."  I  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  No  earthly  power  or  influence 
should  induce  me  to  be  knowingly  disloyal  to  that  sacred 
obligation.  Those  oaths  of  ofl&ce,  the  sober  convictions  of 
duty,  and  the  fealty  of  an  American  citizen,  conspire  to 
forbid  it. 

Unconstitutional  enactments,  tending  to  an  armed  conflict 
between  our  State  and  National  systems  of  government, 
which  must  result  in  the  submission  of  one,  alike  fatal, 
whichever  it  is,  should  be  equally  shunned  by  judicious 
statesmanship,  as  well  as  patriotic  duty.  In  such  delicately 
balanced  organizations,  the  integrity  of  the  one   should  be 
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preserved,  as  zealously  as  the  humiliation  of  the  other  should 
be  avoided. 

The  leoal  adviser  given  me  by  the  statutes  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  the  opinion  annexed  to  this  communication, 
pronounces  the  bill  now  before  me  unconstitutional  in  some 
of  its  provisions.  Tbe  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  also,  in  an 
opinion  signed  by  all  its  justices,  in  reply  to  a  question  pro- 
pounded to  them  by  myself,  state  as  follows  :  *'  When  any 
person,  either  citizen  or  stranger,  has  rendered  himself 
amenable  to  the  legal  process  of  both  governments,"  (the 
Federal  and  State,)  "the  one  which  by  its  process,  and  its 
officers,  first  obtains  the  lawful  custody  of  such  person, 
acquires  a  priority  of  jurisdiction  which  cannot  be  rightfully 
or  legally  defeated  by  the  other,  until  the  process  first  at- 
taching shall  have  been  satisfied  or  discharged." 

Both  these  opinions  are  clear  and  unmistakable,  and  there 
are  no  higher  authorities  known  to  our  laws  or  to  our  judg- 
ments. Being  unwilling,  therefore,  to  lead  Massachusetts 
into  a  position  hostile  to  the  harmony  of  the  confederacy 
which  is  essential  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealtli  and  the  Republic,  no  course  is  left  me  but  to 
withhold  my  sanction  from  the  bill. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  had  it  been  reported  at  an  earlier 
period  in  the  session,  it  would  have  been  subjected  to  more 
careful  scrutiny  and  examination,  and  its  objectionable  pro- 
visions obviated.  There  is  much  of  good  in  it,  but  that  cannot 
atone  for  its  evil.  There  is  much  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  true  doctrine  of  man's  rights  and  of  State  rights,  Mas- 
sachusetts might  well  place  upon  her  statute  book,  but  that 
cannot  authorize  its  illegal  and  unconstitutional  require- 
ments. 

I  trust  and  believe  the  Legislatwe  will  not  act  in  this 
case  without  deliberate  reflection.  Let  it  not  hastily  place 
itself  where,  perhaps,  it  may  wish  to  recede,  but  without  the 
power.  An  omission  may  hereafter  be  supplied,  but  the 
stigma  of  an  unconstitutional  enactment  can  never  be  en- 
tirely effaced.  The  rights,  the  honor,  and  the  integrity  of 
Massachusetts  are  confided  to  us.  Having  sworn  to  obey 
her  Constitution  and  that  of  our  common  parent,  the  United 
States,  let  us  act  under  the  solemnity  of  those  oaths,  and  in 
obedience  to  their  requirements. 

Notwithstanding  my  earnest  approval  of  many  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  for  the  reasons  given,  I  am  constrained 
to  withhold  my  sanction. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 
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New  Bedford,  Mmj  19,  1855. 
To  His  Excellency  Henry  J.  Gardner : 

Sir : — la  consequence  of  my  absence  from  home,  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  Supreme  Court,  your  Excellency's  note 
of  the  16th  instant,  accompanying  a  copy  of  a  bill  pending 
before  the  Legislature,  entitled  ''An  Act  to  protect  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People  of  tliis  Commonwealth," 
has  only  just  reached  me. 

In  reply  to  the  request  contained  in  it,  that  I  will  advise 
you  officially  if  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are,  in  my 
judgment,  unconstitutional,  I  can  only  give  the  general 
result  of  my  examination  of  it,  as  an  extended  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  my  opinion  would  necessarily  postpone  a 
communication  beyond  this  day's  mail,  and  it  would  conse- 
quently not  reach  you  until  after  the  probable  termination 
of  the  session.. 

I  must  content  myself,  therefore,  with  expressing  in  this 
communication  the  opinion  which^I  entertain,  that  this  bill 
is  obnoxious  to  very  grave  objections  in  many  particulars, 
and  is  clearly  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

Its  inevitable  tendency  and  effect,  is  to  bring  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  and  their  officers  into  an  irreconcilable 
conflict  with  those  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  it  is  a  virtual 
denial  of  the  constitutional  obligation  which  rests  upon  the 
Commonwealth,  its  officers  and  citizens,  to  recognize  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  all  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

In  my  judgment  the  bill  is  also  exceptionable  in  some  of 
its  provisions,  as  being  beyond  the  constitutional  compe- 
tency of  the  Legislature,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Commonwealth. 

It  attempts  to  construe  and  declare  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  subjects 
judicial  officers  to  removal  by  the  Executive,  upon  address 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  declare  the 
meaning  of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus. 

In  these  respects  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  palpable  viola- 
tion of  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts 
that  "  The  Legislative  Department  shall  never  exercise 
the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them," 
the  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  being  clearly 
a  judicial  and  not  a  legislative  power. 

The  general  views  of  this  proposed  enactmentj  which  I 
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regret  I  Lave  rot  time  to  develop,  as  they  are  susceptible 
of  beiug  developed,  into  an  argument  upon  the  specific  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  are  sufiicieut  to  constrain  me  to  say,  in 
reply  to  your  Excellency's  inquiry,  that  in  my  judgment  the 
bill  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Clifford, 

A  ttorn  ey-  General. 

Js'^OTE. — On  the  16th  of  May  I  transmitted  to  the  Hon. 
Attorney- General  the  printed  bill  as  originally  reported, 
and  on  the  ISth.  I  sent  the  amendment  adopted,  which  left 
the  bill  in  the  shape  it  now  is. 

This  "  Opinion  "  must  be  predicated  on  the  present  form 
of  the  bill  as  it  will  be  noticed  he  specially  refers  to  one  of 
those  amendments  as  unconstitutional. 

HENRY  J.  GARDNER. 

Council  Chamber,  May  21,  1855. 


A  CONSTITUTION 


FORM    OF    GOVERNMENT 


Cnminnnineiilttj  Bf  HaMarjjusEtb. 


PREAMBLE. 

The  end  of  the  institution,  maintenance  and  administra-  objects  of  gov- 
tion  of  governmenif  is  to  secure  the  existence  of  the  body 
politic;  to  protect  it;  and  to  furnish  the  individuals  who 
compose  it,  with  the  power  of  enjoying,  in  safety  and  tran- 
quillity, their  natural  rights,  and  the  blessings  of  life :  and 
whenever  these  great  objects  are  not  obtained,  the  people 
have  a  right  to  alter  the  government,  and  to  take  measures 
necessary  for  their  safety,  prosperity  and  happiness. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  association  of  Bodypoiuichow 
individuals;  it  is  a  social  compact,  by  which  the  whole  peo-  its  mature, 
pie  covenants  with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the 
whole  people,  that  all  shall  be  governed  by  certain  laws  for 
the  com.mon  good.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people,  therefore, 
iu  framing- a  constitution  of  government,  to  provide  for  an 
equitable  mode  of  making  laws,  as  well  as  for  an  impartial 
interpretation,  and  a  faithful  execution  of  them;  that  every 
man  may,  at  all  times,  find  his  security  in  them. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  acknowledg- 
ing, with  grateful  hearts,  the  goodness  of  the  great  Legisla- 
tor of  the  universe,  in  affording  us,  in  the  course  of  his  provi- 
dence, an  opportunity,  deliberately  and  peaceably,  without 
fraud,  violence  or  surprise,  of  entering  into  an  original, 
explicit,  and  solemn  compact  with  each  other ;  and  of  form- 
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ing  a  new  constitution  of  civil  government  for  ourselves  and 
posterity ;  and  devoutly  imploring  his  direction  in  so  inter- 
esting a  design,  do  agree  upon,  'ordain  and  establish,  the 
folio vring  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  Frame  of  Govern- 
me7it,as  the  CONSTITUTION  of  the  COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


PART    THE    FIRST. 

A   Declaration   of  the  Rights  of  the  hihahitants  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Equality  and  Art.  I.     All  mcu  arc  bom  free  and  equal,  and  have  cer- 

natural  rights  •  , .  ,  . 

of  all  men.  ^ain  natural,  essential,  and  unalienable  rights;  among  which 
may  be  reckoned  the  right  of  enjoying  and  defending  their 
lives  and  liberties ;  that  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and  pro- 
tecting property ;  in  fine,  that  of  seeking  and  obtaining  their 
safety  and  happiness. 

Right  and  auty  of     n.     It  is  thc  riffht  as  vs^cll  as  the  duty  of  all  men  in 

iniblic     religious  ■,-,.•,-,  -,  i  •  i 

^^•orfhlp.  socicty,  publicly,  and   at    stated    seasons,  to   worship  the 

SUPREME  BEING-,  the  great  Creator#ind  Preserver  of  the 

Protection  there-  uuiversc.  And  uo  subjcct  shall  be  hurt,  molested,  or  re- 
strained, in  his  person,  liberty,  or  estate,  for  worshipping 
GOD  in  the  manner  and  season  most  agreeable  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience ;  or  for  his  religious  profession 
or  sentiments ;  provided  he  doth  not  disturb  the  public 
peace,  or  obstruct  others  in  their  religious  worship. 

See  amendments.  HI.  As  the  happiucss  of  a  pcoplc,  and  the  good  order 
and  preservation  of  civil  government,  essentially  depend  upon 
piety,  religion  and  morality;  and  as  these  cannot  be  gen- 
erally diffused  through  a  community,  but  by  the  institution  of 
the  public  worship  of  GOD,  and  of  public  instructions  in 

powlred"to  com-  pi^^j*  I'ellgiou  aud  morality :  Therefore,  to  promote  their 

puoi?c°'wo?sUp;  li^PPi^6SS,  and  to  secure  the  good  order  and  preservation  of 
'  their  government,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  a 
right  to  invest  their  legislature  with  power  to  authorize 
and  require,  and  the  legislature  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
authorize  and  require,  the  several  towns,  parishes,  precincts, 
and  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  societies,  to  make 
suitable  provision,  at  their  own  expense,  for  the  institution 
of  the  public  worship  of  GOD,  and  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  public  Protestant  teachers  of  piety,  religion 
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and  morality,  in  all  cases  where  such  provision  shall  not  be 
made  voluntarily. 

And  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  also  a  rio-ht  ?"<i  *«  enjoin  at- 

,,.  ,.■,.■,  .,  ,.  °.      tendance     there- 

to, and  do,  invest  their  legislature  with  authoritv  to  enioin  o"-  ,^«f  ?'"fn'i- 

'  '  '  .        "  J  ments,  Art.  Xr. 

upon  all  the  subjects  an  attendance  upon  the  instructions  of 
the  public  teachers  aforesaid,  at  stated  times  and  seasons,  if 
there  be  any  on  whose  instructions  they  can  conscientiously 
and  conveniently  attend. 

Provided  notwithstandino;,  that  the  several  towns,  parish-  Exclusive   riKut 
es,  precincts,  and  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  societies,  ions  teaJhe/s^se- 
shall,  at  all  times,  have  the  exclusive  right  of  electing  their 
public  teachers,  and  of  contracting  with  them  for  their  sup- 
port and  maintenance. 

And  all  moneys,  paid  by  the  subiect  to  the  support  of  option  as  to 

IT  1  •  n        p    J.1  1  T       J.  1  f  -1111    ^^■'^°™    parochial 

public  worship,  and  ot  the  public  teachers  aioresaid,  shall,  ^^^f^  ^av  "e 

r„,  ..,  .„  ,'^  TT  r.1       P^'^'  unless,  etc. 

it  he  require  it,  be  uniiormly  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
public  teacher  or  teachers  of  his  own  religious  sect  or  de- 
nomination, provided  there  be  any  on  whose  instructions  he 
attends;  otherwise  it  maybe  paid  towards  the  support  of  see  amendments, 
the  teacher  or  teachers  of  the  parish  or  precinct  fn  which 
the  said  moneys  are  raised. 

And  every  denomination  of  Christians,  demeaning  them-  ah   denomina- 
selves  peaceably,  and  as  good  subjects  of  the  Commonwealth,  tecild?""  "^  ^™' 
shall  be  equally  under  the  protection   of  the  law:  and  no  subordination  of 

,  T        ,.■  n         '  ,  T  •,.  ,  ,1  one   sect   to   an- 

snoordmation  oi  any  one  sect  or  denomination  to  another  other  prohibited, 
shall  ever  be  established  by  law. 

TV.  The  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  the  sole  and  Kight  of  seir-gov- 
exclusive  right  of  governing  themselves,  as  a  free,  sovereign, 
and  indepejadent  State ;  and  do,  and  forever  hereafter  shall, 
exercise  and  enjoy  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right, 
which  is  not,  or  may  not  hereafter,  be  by  them  expressly 
delegated  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. 

y.     All  power  residing  originally  in  the  people,  and  beino-  Accountability  of 

.1  o  o  J  ^  f       I       y  ^»ll  ofliccrs.  etc. 

derived  from  them,  the  several  magistrates  and  oflhcers  of 
government,  vested  with  authority,  whether  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, or  judicial,  are  their  substitutes  and  agents,  and  are 
at  all  times  accountable  to  them. 

TI.     No  man,  nor  corporation,  or   association  of  men,  fo^e*pub"cTe^ 
have  any  other  title  to  obtain  advantages,  or  particular  and  lo^pecuiiT/yivi^ 
exclusive  privileges,  distinct  from  those  of  the  community,  Jf^^l's  ^^TallsSS 
than  what  arises  from  the  consideration  of  services  rendered  a^d  unnatural. 
to  the  public ;  and  this  title  being  in  nature  neither  heredi- 
tary, nor  transmissible  to  children,  or  descendants,  or  rela- 
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tions  by  blood,  the  idea  of  a  man  born  a  magistrate,  law- 
oiver,  or  judge,  is  absurd  and  unnatural. 

ohjects  of  gov-       YII.     Government  is  instituted  for  the  common  good; 

fo'^ople' to fu-   for  the  protection,  safety,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 

chang'l it'?"  people;  and  not  for  the  profit,  honor,  or  private  interest  of 
any  one  man,  family,  or  class  of  men :  Therefore  the  people 
alone  have  an  incontestable,  unalienable,  and  indefeasible 
right  to  institute  government ;  and  to  reform,  alter,  or  to- 
tally change  the  same,  when  their  protection,  safety,  pros- 
perity and  happiness  require  it. 

El.  ht  of  people  to      VIII.     lu  ordcr  to  prevent  those,  who  are  vested  with 

Bf-cure  rotation  m  t 

ofBce.  authority,  from  becoming  oppressors,  the  people  have  a  right, 

at  such  periods  and  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  establish 
by  their  frame  of  government,  to  cause  their  public  officers 
to  return  to  private  life ;  and  to  fill  up  vacant  places  by  cer- 
tain and  regular  elections  and  appointments. 
All. iiavinK  the        IX.     All  clcctions  ought  to  bc  frcc  ;  and  all  the  inhabi- 
pCfcrib'ed?equai- tants  of  this  Commonwcalth,  having  such  qualificc^h'rnTis  as 
iv^eiigi  e  to  °-^|^Qy  shall  establish  by  their  frame  of  government,  have  an 
equal  right  to  elect  officers,  and  to  be   elected,  for  public 
"employments. 
HiKht  of  protec-     X.     Each  individual  of  the  society  has  a  right  to  be  pro- 
contribution'co?-  tcctcd  by  it  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty  and  prop- 
erty, according  to  standing  laws.     He  is  obliged,  conse- 
quently, to   contribute  his   share   to    the    expense   of  this 
protection ;  to  give  his  personal  service,  or  an  equivalent, 
Taxation  founded  when  ucccssary :  but  no  part  of  the  property  of  any  indi- 
vidual, can,  with  justice,  be  taken  from  him,  or  applied  to 
public  uses,  without  his  own  consent,  or  that  of , the  repre- 
sentative body  of  the  people.     In  fine,  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth  are  not  controllable  by  any  other  laws,  than 
those  to  which  their  constitutional  representative  body  have 
Private  property  givcu  their  conscut.     And  whenever  the  public  exigencies 
for  public  uses  requirc  that  the  property  of  any  individual  should  be  ap- 
propriated to  public  uses,  he  shall  receive  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation therefor. 
Remedies,  by  re-      XL     Evcry  subjcct  of  the  Commonwcalth  ought  to  find 
to^bf  f«e'!%mn-  a  certain  remedy,  by  having  recourse  to  the  laws,  for  all  in- 
piete,  and  prompt  j^^.gg  ^^  wrongs  wMch  hc  may  receive  in  his  person,  prop- 
erty or  character.     He  ought  to  obtain  right  and  justice 
freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it ;  completely, 
and  without  any  denial ;  promptly,  and  without  delay ;  con- 
formably to  the  laws. 
prnsecutious  ret-      XII.     No  subiect  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  crimes 
or  offence,  until  the  same  is  fully  and  plainly,  substantially 
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and  formally,  described  to  him ;  or  be  compelled  to  accuse, 
or  furnish  evidence  against  himself:  and  every  subject  shall 
have  a  right  to  produce  all  proofs  that  may  be  favorable  to 
him ;  to  meet  the  witnesses  against  him  face  to  face,  and  to 
be  fully  heard  in  his  defence  by  himself,  or  his  counsel,  at 
his  election.  And  no  subject  shall  be  arrested,  imprisoned, 
despoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  privi- 
leges, put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  exiled,  or  de- 
prived of  his  life,  liberty,  or  estate,  but  %  the  judgment  of 
his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

And  the  legislature  shall  not  make  any  law  that  shall  sub-  i^iaht  to  tn«i  by 
ject  any  person  to  a  capital  or  infamous  punishment,  except-  cases,  except.etc. 
ing  for  the  government  of  the  army  and  navy,  without  trial  • 

by  jury. 

XIII.     In  criminal  prosecutions,  the  verification  of  facts,  cnmes , to ^be 
n  the  vicinity  where  they  happen,  is  one  of  the  greatest  ^■'""'^•''• 

curities  of  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen, 

XI"\'',     Every  subiect  has  a  ri<iht  to  be   secure  from  all  R'-,iit  .<-*'  'fare^ 

^  -  .  .  "'"'  '•eizure  regu- 

unreasonable  searches  and  seizures  of  his  person,  his  houses,  ^''^t^'^- 
his  papers,  and  all  his  possessions.  All  warrants,  there- 
fore, are  contrary  to  this  right,  if  the  cause  or  foundation 
of  tbem  be  not  previously  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation ; 
and  if  the  order  in  the  warrant  to  a  civil  officer,  to  make 
search  in  suspected  places,  or  to  arrest  one  or  more  sus- 
pected persons,  or  to  seize  their  property,  be  not  accompa- 
nied with  a  special  designation  of  the  persons  or  objects  of 
search,  arrest,  or  seizure ;  and  no  warrant  ought  to  be 
issued  but  in  cases,  and  with  the  formalities,  prescribed  by 
the  laws. 

XV.     In  all  controversies  concerning  property,  and  in  all  P'^^t  to  tnai  by 

o  i        i^         y  7  jury  sacred,   ex- 

suits  between  two  or  more  persons,  except  in  cases  ia  •^•^i"' «'<=• 
which  it  has  heretofore  been  otherways  used  and  practised, 
the  parties  have  a  right  to  a  trial  by  jury;  and  this  method 
of  procedure  shall  be  held  sacred,  unless,  in  causes  arisiug 
on  the  high  seas,  and  such  as  relate  to  mariners'  wages,  the 
legislature  shall  hereafter  find  it  necessary  to  alter  it. 

X.YL     The  liberty  of  the  press  is  essential  to  the  secu-  Liberty  of  the 
rity  of  freedom  in  a  state :  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be 
restrained  in  this  Commonwealth. 

XYII.     The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  to  bear  uigiittokeppand 

r,  .  Tr"  AT  ••  r>  bear  arms.  Stand- 

arms  lor  the  common  deience.     And  as,  in  time  oi  peace,  ing  armies  dan- 

'  *■         .     '  perous.    Jl-ilitarv 

armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  they  oua'ht  not  to  be  mam-  po^ej    subordi- 

,.,  ^,  n    T        1        •    T  11  •!•    "ate  to  civil. 

tamed  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature ;  and  tne  mili- 
tary power  shall  always  be  held  in  an  exact  subordination 
to  the  civil  authority,  and  be  governed  by  it. 
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Moral  qiiaiifica-  XVIII.  A-frequGiit  recurrence  to  the'  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  and  a  constant  adherence  to  those 
of  piety,  justice,  moderation,  temperance,  industry,  and  fru- 
gality, are  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  advantages 
of  liberty,  and  to  maintain  a  free  government.  The  people 
ought,  consequently,  to  have  a  particular  attention  to  all 
those  principles,  in  the  choice  of  their  of&cers  and  represen- 

Moiai obligations  tativcs  :  and  they  have  a  right  to  require  of  their  lawgivers 

magistrates.  and  magistrates,  #i  exact  and  constant  observance  of  them, 
in  the  formation  and  execution  of  the  laws  necessary  for 
the  good  administration  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ripiit  of  people  to      XIX.     Thc  pcoplc  havo  a  risjht,  in  an  orderly  and  peace- 

ina^uctrepresen-  '■'■..  ^i  i  i 

tames  and  peti-  ablc  mauncr,  to  assemble  to  consult  upon  the  common  good  ; 

tion  legislature.        .         .  '.  .  f  ,  J. 

give  instructions  to  their  representatives,  and  to  request  oi 
the  legislative  body,  by  the  way  of  addresses,  petitions,  or 
remonstrances,  redress  of  the  wrongs  done  them,  and  of  the 
grievances  they  suffer. 
Power  to  suspend      XX.     Thc  powcr  of  suspcndiug  the  laws,  or  the  execu- 
execution""^  *  "' tiou  of  •  the  laws,  ought  never  to  be  exercised  but  by  the 
legislature,  or  by  authority  derived  from  it,  to  be  exercised 
in  such  particular  cases   only  as  the  legislature  shall  ex- 
pressly provide  for. 
Kreedom  of  de-       XXL     Thc  frccdom  of  deliberation,  speech  and  debate, 
reason VhereoT*^  in  either  housc  of  the  legislature,  is  so  essential  to  the  rights 
of  the  people,  that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  accu- 
sation or  prosecution,  action  or  complaint,  in  any   other 
court  or  place  whatsoever. 
fion1"Z*d  oT-         XXII.     The  legislature  ought  frequently  to  assemble  for 
jocts'thereof.       h^q  redrcss  of  grievances,  for  correcting,  strengthening  and 
confirming  the  laws,  and  for  making  new  laws,  as  the  com- 
mon good  may  require. 
Taxation  founded      XXIII.     No  subsidy,  chargc,  tax,  impost,  or  duties,  ouoht 

on  consent.  i-i-i-io-it'-P-i-^  \ 

to  be  established,  fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext 
whatsoever,  without  the  consent  of  the  people,  or  their  rep- 
resentatives in  the  legislature. 
Ex  post  facto        XXIY.     Laws  made  to  punish  for  actions  done  before 
awsproinitcd.  ^^^  existcncc  of  such  laws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared 
crimes  by  preceding  laws,  are  unjust,  oppressive,  and  in- 
consistent with  the  fundamental  principles  of  a  free  govern- 
ment. 
Lepisiaturenotto      XXV.     No  subicct  ought,  in  any  case,  or  in  any  time,  to 
son,  etc.  be  declared  guilty  of  treason  or  felony  by  the  legislature. 

Excessive  bail  or      XXVI.     No  magistrate  or  court  of  law  shall  demand  ex- 

rtnes,    and    cruel  .         ,      .,  ...  .  ^  •     n-    . 

punishments,      ccssivc  bail  Or  sureties,  impose  excessive  fines,  or  innict 

prohibited.  ,  i  •   i 

cruel  or  unusual  punishments. 
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XXYII.     In  time  of  peace,  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quar-  no  soldier  to  be 
tered  in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  and  touse,   un^essy 
in  time  of  war,  such  quarters  ought  not  to  be  made  but  by 
the  civil  magistrate,  in  a  manner  ordained  by  the  legisla- 
ture. 

XXYIII.     No  person  can  in  any  case  be  subiected  to  citizens  exempt 

1  .,  -"^  T,.  .,  '    ,  n      ^         from  law-martial, 

law-martial,  or  to  any  penalties  or  pains,  by  virtue  oi  that  ""'ess,  etc. 
law,  except  those  employed  in  the  army  or  navy,  and  except 
the  militia  in  actual  service,  but  by  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

XXIX.  It  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  J^^^gcs  .of.^sQ^ 
of  every  individual,  his  life,  liberty,  property  and  charac-  court- 

ter,  that  there  be  an  impartial  interpretation  of  the  laws, 
and  administration  of  justice.  It  is  the  right  of  every  citi- 
zen to  be  tried  by  judges  as  free,  impartial  and  independent 
as  the  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  It  is,  therefore,  not  J^nure  of  their 
only  the  best  policy,  but  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  of  every  citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme judicial  court  should  hold  their  offices  as  long  as  they 
behave  themselves  well,  and  that  they  should  have  honor- salaries, 
able  salaries  ascertained  and  established  by  standing  laws. 

XXX.  In  the  goveruuient  of  this   Commonwealth,  the-^'epfja^onof?^- 

~  .  '.         ecutive,  judicial, 

legislative  department  shall  never  exercise  the  executive  ''.artSlf'''^''^* 

and  judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them ;  the  executive  shall 

never  exercise  the  legislative  and  judicial  powers,  or  either 

of  them ;    the  judicial  shall  never  exercise  the  legislative 

and  executive  powers,  or  either  of  thein :  to  the  end  it  may 

be  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men. 


PART    THE    SECOND. 

The  Frame  of  Government. 

The  people,  inhabiting  the  territory  formerly  called  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  mutu- 
ally agree  with  each  other,  to  form  themselves  into  a  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent  body  politic  or  state,  bv  the  name 
of  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

THE    LEGISLATIVE.  POWER. 
SECTION  I. 

The  General  Court. 

Lesisiafive  de-        Art.  I.     TliG  department  of  legislation  shall  be  formed 
parmu.  ^^^  ^^^  branclics,  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives; 

•    each  of  which  shall  have  a  negative  on  the  other. 
■See  amendments,      The  legislative  bodj  shall  assemble  every  year,  on  the 
last  "Wednesday  in  May,  and  at  such  other  times  as  thej^ 
shall  judge  necessary ;  and  shall  dissolve  and  be  dissolved 
on  the  day  next  preceding  the  said  last  Wednesday  in  May  ; 
and  shall  be  styled,  The  General  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
Govcrnor-s  veto.      JI.     No  bill  Or  rcsolvG  of  the  senate  or  house  of  repre- 
sentatives shall  become  a  law,  and  have  force  as  such,  until 
it  shall  have  been  laid  before  the  governor  for  his  revisal ; 
and  if  he,  upon  such  revision,  approve  thereof,  he  shall  sig- 
nify his  approbation  by  signing  the  same.     But  if  he  have 
any  objection  to  the  passing  of  such  bill  or  resolve,  he  shall 
return  the   same,  together  with  his  objections  thereto,  in 
writiijg,  to  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives,  in  which- 
soever the  same  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the 
objections  sent  down  by  the  governor,  at  large,  on  their 
records,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  the  said  bill  or  resolve : 
Bill  may  be  pass- but  if,  after  such  rcconsidcration,  two-thirds  of  the   said 
of  Tac'iT^honso!  senate  or  house  of  representatives,  shall,  notwithstanding 
notwithstanding,  ^j^^  ^^-^  objcctious,  agTcc  to  pass  the  same,  it  shall,  together 
with  the  objections,  be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, where  it  shall  also  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approve 
by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  shall  have  the  force 
a  law :  but  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shai. 
be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays ;   and  the  names  of  the 
persons  voting  for,  or  against,  the  said  bill  or  resolve,  shall 
be  entered  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth. 
See  amendments,      And  in  ordcr  to  prevent  unnecessary  delays,  if  any  bill 
or  resolve  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  governor  within  five 
days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented,  the  same  shall  have 
the  force  of  a  law. 
oonerai  court        HI.     Thc  general  court  shall  forever  have  full  power  and 

may  constitute  ,  i         •  i        i  i  t  •       ,        -      t        ,        •  t  i> 

jiidicaiories,       authoritv  to  erect  and  constitute  ludicatories  and  courts  oi 

courts  01  record 

etc.  '  record,  or  other  courts,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 

monwealth, for  the  hearing,  trying,  and  determining  of  all 
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manner  of  crimes,  offences,  pleas,  processes,  plaints,  actions, 
matters,  causes  and  things,  whatsoever,  arising  or  happening 
within  the  Commonwealth,  or  between  or  concerning  per- 
sons inhabiting,  or  residing,  or  brought  within  the  same ; 
whether  the  same  be  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the  said 
crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  said  pleas 
be  real,  personal,  or  mixed ;  and  for  the  awarding  and  mak- 
ing out  of  execution  thereupon:  to  which  courts  and  iudica-  courts  etc.. may 

^.  '^  T(.n  Ti-  administer  oatlis. 

tones  are  hereby  given  and  granted  full  power  and  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  to  administer  oaths  or  afiirmations,  for 
the  better  discovery  of  truth  in  any  matter  in  controversy, 
or  depending  before  them. 

IV.     And  further,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  ^,|^,''^';sl,cSg, 
given  and  granted  to  the  said  general  court,  from  time  to  ^t^-- 
time,  to  make,  ordain  and  establish,  all  manner  of  wholesome 
and  reasonable  orders,  laws,  statutes  and  ordinances,  direc- 
tions and  instructions,  either  with  penalties  or  without ;  so 
as  the  same  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  constitu- not repug^muto 
tion,  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  for  the  government  and  ordering 
thereof,  and  of  the  subjects  of  the  same,  and  for  the  neces- 
sary support  and  defence  of  the  government  thereof;  and 
to  name  and  settle  annually,  or  provide  by  fixed  laws  for  may  pro^^^c  for 
the  naming  and  settling,  all  civil  officers  within  the  said  ^i^p^firsT^"'    "^ 
Commonwealth,  the  election  and  constitution  of  whom  are 
not  hereafter  in  this  form  of  government  otherwise  provided 
for;  and  to  set  forth  the  several  duties,  powers  and  limits,  Jj;;t?^Ji"^ "''"'''■ 
of  the  several  civil  and  military  officers  of  tliis  Common- 
wealth, and  the  forms  of  such  oaths  or  afnrmations  as  shall 
be  respectively  administered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of 
their  several  offices  and  places,  so  as  the  same  be  not  repug- 
nant or  contrary  to  this  constitution;  and  to  impose  and  impose  taxes ; 
levy  proportional  and  reasonable    assessments,  rates  and 
taxes,  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  persons  resident,  and 
estates  Ivinc:,  within  the  said  Commonwealth;  and  also  to  duties  and  ex- 
impose  and  levy  reasonable  duties  and  excises  upon  any  pro- 
duce, goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  commodities  whatso- 
ever, brought  into,  produced,  manufactured,  or  being  within 
the  same ;  to  be  issued  and  disposed  of  by  warrant,  under 
the  hand  of  the  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time 
beins-,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  for  the  to  be  disposed  of 

~'  ^  for  defence,  pro- 

public  service,  in  the  necessary  defence  and  support  of  the  tection,etc. 
government  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  the  protection 
and  preservation  of  the  subjects  thereof,  according  to  such 
acts  as  are  or  shall  be  in  force  within  the  same. 

67 
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while,  etc. 


tateroncc  in  ten  -^^^  "wMle  tliG  publlc  cliargGS  of  govemment;  or  any  part 
^'^'"''''' etc.  '^®''*' thereof,  shall  be  tissessed  on  polls  and  estates,  in  the  man- 
ner that  has  hitherto  been  practised,  in  order  that  such 
assessments  may  be  made  with  equality,  there  shall  Ire  a 
valuation  of  estates  within  t4ie  Commonwealth,  taken  anew 
once  in  every  ten  years  at  least,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the 
cjeneral  court  shall  order. 


CHAPTER    I. 


SECTION  II. 
Senate. 
Senate,  number     Art.  I.     There  shall  be  annually  elected,  by  the  freehold- 

of,  and  by  whom  ii.  n      ^   •        r^  ii  Tfi 

elected.  ers  and  other  inhabitants  ol  this  Commonwealtb,  qualified 

Sec  amendments,  ...  '  -i     -i     n  i 

Arts.  XIII.  and  as  m  this  constitution  is  provided,  forty  persons  to  be  coun- 
sellors and  senators,  for  the  year  ensuing  their  election ;  to 
be  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts,  into  which  'the 
Commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time  be  divided  by  the 
general  court  for  that  purpose :  and  the  general  court,  in 
assigning  the  numbers  to  be  elected  by  the  respective  dis- 
tricts, shall  govern  themselves  by  the  proportion  of  the 
public  taxes  paid  by  the  said  districts ;  and  timely  make 
known,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  limits 
of  each  district,  and  the  number  of  counsellors  and  senators 
to  be  chosen  therein:  provided,  that  the  number  of  such 
districts  shall  never  be  less  than  thirteen;  and  that  no  dis- 
trict be  so  large  as  to  entitle  the  same  to  choose  more  than 
six  senators. 

And  the  several  counties  in  this  Commonwealth  shall, 
until  the  general  court  shall  determine  it  necessary  to  alter 
the  said  districts,  be  districts  for  the  choice  of  counsellors 
and  senators,  (except  that  the  counties  of  Dukes  county  and 
Nantucket  shall  form  one  district  for  that  purpose,)  and 
shall  elect  the  following  number  for  counsellors  and  sena- 
tors, viz. : — 

Suffolk, 

Essex, 

Middlesex, 

Hampshire, 

Plymouth, 

Barnstable, 

Bristol, 


Counties  to  be 

districts,  until, 

etc. 

See  amendments, 

Art.  XIII. 


six. 

York,          .      •;. 

two, 

six. 

Dukes  Co.  and  Nantucket, 

one. 

five. 

Worcester,  . 

five 

four. 

Cumberland, 

one 

three. 

Lincoln, 

one 

one. 

Berkshire,  . 

two 

three. 
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11.     The  senate  shall  be  the  first  branch  of  the  leffisla- H^nnerand  ume 

,,  1111  •  n    ^^  '  of  choosing  SCDa- 

ture ;    and.  the   senators   shall  be  chosen  m  the  tollowino:  t"'"^  and  counisei- 

'  .  .  ~  lors. 

manner,  viz. :  there  shall  be  a  meeting  on  the  first  Monday 
in  April,  annnallj,  forever,  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  town  i'rts'iTx^l^v' 
in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  called  «"'' -'^^'■ 
by  "the  selectmen,  and  warned  in  due  course  of  law,  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  first  Monday  in  April,  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  persons  to  be  senators  and  counsellors ;  and  at 
such  meetings  every  male  inhabitant  of  twenty-one  years  of  ^"^.^ 'y^'j^"'!™"'^^' 
age  and  upwards,  having  a  freehold  estate,  within  the  Com- 
monwealth, of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any 
estate  of  the  value  .of  sixty  pounds,  shall  have  a  right  to 
give  in  his  vote  for  the  senators  for  the  district  of  which  he 
is  an  inhabitant.     And  to  remove  all  doubts  concerning  the  uanr'de"fine^d' 
meaning  of  the  word  "  inhabitant,"  in  this  constitution,  every 
person  shall  be  considered  as  an  inhabitant,  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  and' being  elected  into  any  office,  or  place  within 
this  State,  in  that  town,  district,  or  plantation,  where  he 
dwelleth,  or  hath  his  home. 

The  selectmen  of  the  several  tawns  shall  preside  at  such  ^je^aT'^fowif'^*'' 
meetings  impartially,  and  shall  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  meetings. 
inhabitants  of  such  towns  present  and  qualified  to  vote  for 
senators,  and  shall  sort  and  count  them  in  open  town  meet- 
ing, and  in  presence  of  the  town  clerk,  who  shall  make  a 
fair  recor(?,  in  presence  of  the  selectmen,  and  in  open  town  Return  of  votes, 
meeting,  of  the  name  of  every  person  voted  for,  and  pf  the 
number  of  votes  against  his  name ;  and  a  fair  copy  of  this 
record  shall  be  attested  by  the  selectmen  and  the  town 
clerk,  and  shall  be  sealed  up,  directed  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  for  the  time  being,  with  a  superscrip- 
tion expressing  the  purport  of  the  contents  thereof,  and 
delivered  by  the  town  clerk  of  such  towns,  to  the  sheriff  of  |f^c^a™ento«';jts, 
the   county  in  which   such  town  lies,  thirty  days  at  least 
before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  annually ;  or  it  shall  be 
delivered  into  the  secretary's  ofi&ce  seventeen  days  at  least 
before  the  said  last  Wednesday  in  May ;  and  the  sheriff  of 
each  county  shall  deliver  all  such  certificates,  by  him  re- 
ceived, into  the  secretary's  office,  seventeen  days  before  the 
said  last  Wednesday  in  May. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  unincorporated,  qual- i>iiiabitants  of 

,  ,.  ^         ,  ^  '    ^  unincorporated 

ined  as  this  constitution  provides,  who  are.  or  shall  be  em-  plantations,  who 

A  '  pay  state   taxes, 

powered  and  required   to   assess   taxes  upon   themselves  may '^■o'e. 
toward  the   support  of  government,   shall  have  the   same 
privilege  of  voting  for  counsellors  and  senators,  in  the  plan- 
tations where  they  reside,  as  town  inhabitants  have  in  their 
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Plantation  meet-  respGctive  towns ;  and  the  plantation  meetings  for  that  pur- 
*"''^'  pose   shall  be  held,  annually,  on  the  same  first  Monday  in 

See  nmendments,  April,  at  siicli  placo  in  the  plantations,  respectively,  as  the 
assessors  thereof  shall  direct;  which  assessors  shall  have 
Assessors  to  no-  like  authority  for  notifying  the  electors,  collecting  and 
returning  the  votes,  as  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks  have 
in  their  several  towns,  by  this  constitution.  And  all  other 
persons  living  in  places  unincorporated,  (qualified  as  afore- 
said,) who  shall  be  assessed  to  the  support  of  government, 
by  the  assessors  of  an  adjacent  town,  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  giving  in  their  votes  for  counsellors  and  senators, 
in  the  town  where  they  shall  be  assessed,  and  be  notified  of 
the  place  of  meeting,  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  where 
they  shall  be  assessed,  for  that  purpose,  accordingly. 
Governor  and  HI.     Aud  that  tlicrc  may  be  a  due  convention  of  senators 

aniine  and  count  on  thc  last  Wcducsday  in  May,  annually,  the  governor,  with 

votes    and   issue  •/  /  cj  ' 

summonses.       five  of  thc  couucil,  for  the  time  being,  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
sec  amendments,  be,  examiue  the  returned  copies  of  such  records;  and  four- 
teen days  before  the  said  day,  he  shall  issue  his  summons 
to  such  persons  as  shall  appear  to  be  chosen  by  a  majority 
of  voters,  to  attend  on  that  day,  and  take  their  seats  ac- 
cordingly :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  for  the  first  year, 
the  said  returned  copies  shall  be  examined  by  the  president 
and  five  of  the  council  of  the  former  constitutior^  of  govern- 
ment; and  the  said  president  shall,  in  like  manner,  issue 
his  s«mmons  to  the  persons  so  elected,  that  they  may  take 
their  seats  as  aforesaid. 
Senate  to  be  final      IV.     Thc  scuatc  shall  bc  the  final  judge  of  the  elections, 
tion^s^  et°c.,  of^°  rctums,  and  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed 
bers.  out  iu  thc  constitutiou ;  and  shall,  on  the  said  last  Wednes- 

sce  amendments,  (^ay  iu  May,  annually,  determine  and  declare  who  are  elected 
by  each  district,  to  be  senators,  by  a  majority  of  votes  :•  and 
in  case  there  shall  not  appear  to  be  the  full  number  of  sen- 
ators returned,  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes,  for  any  dis- 
trict, the  deficiency  shall  be  supplied  in  the  following  man- 
vacancies,  how  ^cr,  viz. :  Thc  mcmbcrs  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
such  senators  as  shall  be  declared  elected,  shall  take  the 
names  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  found  to  have  the  highest 
number  of  votes  in  such  district,  and  not  elected,  amounting 
to  twice  the  number  of  senators  wanting,  if  there  be  so  many 
voted  for ;  and  out  of  these,  shall  elect  by  ballot  a  number 
of  senators  sufficient  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  such  district ; 
and  in  this  manner  all  such  vacancies  shall  be  filled  up  in 
every  district  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  in  like  manner  all 
vacancies  in  thc  senate,  arising  by  death,  removal  out  of  the 
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State,  or  otherwise,  shall  be   supplied  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  such  vacancies  shall  happen. 

Y.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  person  shall  be  capa-  ^^'1^,','^^*^."°"'  °^ 
ble  of  being  elected  as  a  senator,  who  is  not  seized  in  his  1^ 'Tul °'*"*^' 
own  right  of  a  freehold,  within  this  Commonwealth,  of  the 
value  of  three  hundred  pounds  at  least,  or  possessed  of  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  value  of  six  hundred  pounds  at  least,  or 
of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  same  sum,  and  who  has  not 
been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  space  of 
five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and,  at  the 
time  of  his  election,  he  shall  be  an  inhabitant  in  the  district 
for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

YI.     The  senate  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  themselv-es,  senate  not  to  ad- 

-^  *'-,  -  '  journ  more  than 

provided  such  adjournments  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  t^'^'i"^'- 
time. 

YII.     The  senate  shall  choose  its  own  president,  appoint  '^'i«ii  ci^oose  its 

.,  rr-  T     T  •  •  1  ^  T  ofticers,    and   es- 

its  own  oihcers,  and  determine  its  own  rules  ot  proceeding,  tabiish its  rules. 
YIIL   •  The  senate  shall  be  a  court,  with  full  authority,  to  ^''"^.'^^^^^f  ^  ""' 
hear  and  determine  all  impeachments  made  by  the  house  of 
representatives,  against  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, for  misconduct  and  mal-administration  in  their 
offices  :  but,  previous  to  the  trial  of  every  impeachment,  the  oath. 
members  of  the   senate  shall,  respectively,  be  sworn,  truly 
and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in  question, 
according  to  evidence.'    Their  judgment,  however,  shall  not 
extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualifica- 
tion to  hold  or  enjoy  any  place  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
under  this  Commonwealth :  but  the  party  so  convicted  shall  Linytation  ot 

-,.,,  -T  •!•  sentence 

be,  nevertheless,  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment  and 
punishment,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

IX.     Not  less  than  sixteen  members  of  the  senate  shall  Quorum. 
constitute  a  quorum  for  doing  business. 


CHAPTER    I. 

SECTION  III. 
House  of  Representatives. 

Art.  I.     There  shall  be,  in  the  legislature  of  this  Com- i}epiescntationor 

'  o  n  1  the  people. 

raonwealth,  a  representation  of  the  people,  annually  elect- 
ed, and  founded  upon  the  principle  of  equality. 
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Representatives,       H.     And  ill  Order  to  provide  for  a  representation  of  the 

uv  whom  chosen.     .    ,  „  ,—  ^  '^  ,  ^ 

see^ameruunents,  citizcns  of  tliis  Commonwcalth,  founded  upon  the  principle  of 
XIII.  equality,  every  corporate  to'^n,  containing  one  hundred  and 

fifty  ratable  polls,  may  elect  one  representative ;  every  cor- 
porate town,  containing  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  rata- 
ble polls,  may  elect  two  representatives :  every  corporate 
town,  containing  six  hundred  ratable  polls,  may  elect  thfee 
representatives ;  and  proceeding  in  that  manner,  making  tAvo 
hundred  and  twenty-five  ratable  polls  the  mean  increasing 
number  for  every  additional  representative. 
townshnviPK  Providcd,  nevertheless,  that  each  town  now  incorporated, 

rafawe^poiis"      ^ot  having  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls,  may  elect  one 
representative ;  but  no  place   shall   hereafter   be    incorpo- 
rated with  the  privilege  of  electing  a  representative,  unless 
there  are  within  the  same  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable 
polls, 
finrrn  casefetc!      Aud  thc  housc  of  representatives  shall  have  power,  from 
time  to  time,  to  impose  fines  upon  such  towns  as  shall  neg- 
lect to  choose  and  return  membe-rs  to  the  same,  agreeably 
to  this  constitution. 
^lunrto^amifrom      ^^^  cxpeuses  of  travelling  to  the  general  assembly,  and 
how" patdf ''"'""'  returning  home,  once  in  every  session,  and  no  more,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  government,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  every 
member  who   shall  attend  as  seasonably  as  he  can,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  house,  and  does  not  depart  without  leave. 
?rep?e?entafivef      ^^^'     Evcry  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall 
Arts!'xiii?'''and  ^^  choscu  by  written  votes;  and,  for  one  year  at  least  next 
xiv.  preceding  his  election,  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of,  and 

have  been  seized  in  his  own  right  of,  a  freehold  of  the  value 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  within  the  town  he  shall  be  chosen 
to  represent,  or  any  ratable  estate  to  the  value  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds ;  and  he  shall  cease  to  represent  the  said  town, 
immediately  on  his  ceasing  to  be  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
a  votw''"^"^"'       ^^'     E"^^ery  male  person,  being  twenty-one  years  of  ago, 
and  resident  in  any  particular  town  in  this  Commonwealth, 
in.Tu"'^™"'*^'  ^^^'  ^^®  space  of  one  year  next  preceding-,  having  a  freehold 
estate  within  the  same  town,  of  the  annual  income  of  three 
pounds,  or  any  estate   of  the  value  of  sixty  pounds,  shall 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  representative  or 
representatives  for  the  said  town. 
whencholenT''^'       ^  •     Thc  mcmbcrs  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall 
Ans^x^'amixv:  be  choscu  annually  in  the  month  of  May,  ten  days  at  least 

before  the  last  Wednesday  of  that  month, 
irapc.^ch!""'' "''"      ^^'     ^^^^  house  of  representatives  shall  be  the  grand  in- 
quest of  this   Commonwealth;  and  all  impeachments  made 
by  them  shall  be  heard  and  tried  by  the  senate. 


CONSTITUTION.  1027 

VII.  All  money  bills  shall  oriffinate  in  the  house  of  rep-  House  to  origi- 

•'  ~  1^    Date  all  isonev 

resentatives ;  but  the   senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  i^"'*- 
amendments,  as  on  other  bills. 

VIII.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  power  to  ^°^  *"  adjourn 

J .  i^  r  more    tliaii     two 

adjourn  themselves ;  provided  such  adjournment  Shall  not  '^''y^- 
exceed  two  days  at  a  time. 

IX.  Not  less  than  sixty  members  of  the  house  of  repre-  Quorum. 
sentatives  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  doing;  business. 

X.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  the  iuds-e  of  the  House  to  judge  of 

T  .  -,'■         i.f,         .  „    .  "^      •",  returns,   etc.,   of 

returns,  elections,  and  qualincations  oi  its  own  members,  as  "s own  members; 
pointed  out  in  the  constitution;  shall  choose  their  own  to  cuoose  its  of- 
speaker,  appoint  their  own  officers,  and  settle  the  rules  and  I's'i  "s  ruie,s, etc.' 
orders  of  proceeding;  in  their  own  house.     They  shall  have  way  punish  for 

ccrtciin  oncnc6s« 

authority  to  punish  by  imprisonment,  every  person,  not  a 
member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  house,  by 
any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  presence  ;  or 
who,  in  the  t-own  where  the  general  court  is  sitting,  and  dur- 
ing the  time  of  its  sitting,  shall  threaten  harm  to  the  body 
or  estate  of  any  of  its  members,  for  any  thing  said  or  done 
in  the  house;  or  who  shall  assault  any  of  them  therefor;  or 
who  shall  assault,  or  arrest,  any  witness,  or  other  person, 
ordered  to  attend  the  house,  in  his  way  in  going,  or  return- 
ing ;  or  who  shall  rescue  any  person  arrested  by  the  order 
of  the  house. 

,    And  no  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  Privileges  of 
arrested,  or  held  to  bail  on  mean  process,  during  his  going 
unto,  returning  from,  or  his  attending,  the  general  assembly. 

XI.  The  senate  shall  have  the  same  powers  in  the  like  ^^°^„«™<"^'  ^"'} 
cases;  and  the  governor  and  council  shall  have  the  same  pun'sh. 
authority  to  punish  in  like  cases :  provided,  that  no  imprison-  oenerai  limita- 
ment,  on  the  warrant  or  order  of  the  governor,  council, 

senate,  or  house  of  representatives,  for  either  of  the  above 
described  offences,  be  for  a  term  exceeding  thirty  days. 

And  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  may  try  andTriaimaybebr 

,.'■..  ,  .    ..  "^  committee,    or 

determine  all  cases  where  their  rights  and  privileges  are  otherwise. 
concerned,  and  which,  by  the  constitution,  they  have  authority 
to  try  and  determine,  by  committees  of  their  own  members, 
or  in  such  other  way  as  they  may,  respectively,  think  best. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

EXECUTIVE      POWER. 
SECTION    I. 

Governor. 

Governor.  Art.  I.     Tlierc  sliall  be  a  supreme  executive  magistrate, 

who  shall  be  styled— THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  COM- 

ms  title.  MONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  ;  and  whose  title 

shall  be— HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
iTuaiT''^''°"''*^""'*"'      ^^'     The  governor  shall  be  chosen  annually ;  and  no  per- 
Quaiifications.     son  shall  bc  eligible  to  this  ofnce,  unless,  at  the  time  of  his 
.  election,  he  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  seven  years  next  preceding ;  and  unless  he  shall, 
at  the  same  time,  be  seized,  in  his  own  right,  of  a  freehold, 
within  the  Commonwealth,  of  the  value  of  one  thousand 
See  ampn.imcnts,  pounds ;  aud  uulcss  hc  shall  declare  himself  to  be  of  the 

Christian  religion. 
.TVIh°ave'a"m":      HI-     Thoso  pcrsous  who  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  for 
jority  of  votes,     genators  and  representatives,  within  the  several  towns  of 
Arts^n' x.Txiv:  this  Commonwealth,  shall,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  that 
ana  XV.  purpose,  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  annually,  give  in  their 

votes  for  a  governor,  to  the  selectmen,  who  shall  preside  at 
such  meetings ;  and  the  town  clerk,  in  the  presence  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  selectmen,  shall,  in  open  town  meeting, 
sort  and  count  the  votes,  and  form  a  list  of  the  persons 
voted  for,  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each  person  against 
liis  name ;  and  shall  make  a  fair  record  of  the  same  in  the 
town  books,  and  a  public  declaration  thereof  in  the  said 
meeting ;  and  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  inhabitants,  seal 
up  copies  of  the  said  list,  attested  by  him  and  the  selectmen, 
and  transmit  the  same  to  the  sheriif  of  the  county,  thirty 
days  at  least  before  the  last  "Wednesday  in  May;  and  the 
sheriff  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  secretary's  office 
seventeen  days  at  least  before  the  said  last  Wednesday  in 
May ;  or  the  selectmen  may  cause  returns  of  the  same  to  be 
made,  to  the  oflice  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
seventeen  days,  at  least,  before  the  said  day;  and  the  secre- 
tary shall  lay  the  same  before  the  senate  and  the  house  of 
representatives,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  to  be  by 
tliem  examined ;  and  in  case  of  an  election  by  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  returned,  the  choice  shall  be  by  them  declared 
and  published;  but  if  no  person  shall  have  a  majority  of 
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votes,  the  house  of  representatives  shall,  by  ballot,  elect  two  now  chosen, 

■  '^'•'  T  n  When   no   person 

out  of  four  persons,  who  had  the  highest  number  of  votes,  ii'-^^  a  majority, 
if  so  many  shall  have  been  voted  for ;  but,  if  otherwise,  out 
of  the  number  voted  for ;  and  make  return  to  the  senate  of 
the  two  persons  so  elected ;  on  which,  the  senate  shall  pro- 
ceed, by  ballot,  to  elect  one,  who  shall  be  declared  governor. 

lY.     The  governor  shall  have  authority,  from  time  to  Po^-ei-of  epvem- 

'^  .  .  ,  -        •' '  ,  or,    and   of  gov- 

time,  at  his  discretion,  to  assemble  and  call  together  the  emor  and  council. 
counsellors  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being ;  and 
the  governor,  with  the  said  counsellors,  or  five  of  them  at 
least,  shall,  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  hold  and  keep  a 
council,  for  the  ordering  and  directing  the  affairs  of  the 
Commonwealth,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws 
of  the  land. 

V.  The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  shall  have  full  same  subject. 
power  and  authority,  during  the  session  of  the  general  court, 

to  adjourn  or  prorogue  the  same  to  any  time  the  two  houses 
shall  desire ;  and  to  dissolve  the  same  on  the  day  next  pre- 
ceding the  last  Wednesday  in  May;  and,  in  the  recess  of |eo amendments, 
the  said  court,  to  prorogue  the  same  from  time  to  time,  not 
exceeding  ninety  days  in  any  one  recess;  and  to  call  it 
together  sooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned 
or  prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
require  the  same ;  and  in  case  of  any  inf^tious  distemper 
prevailing  in  the  place  where  the  said  court  is  next  at  any 
time  to  convene,  or  any  other  cause  happening,  whereby 
danger  may  arise  to  the  health  or  lives  of  the  members  from 
their  attendance,  he  may  direct  the  session  to  bo  held  at 
some  other  the  most  convenient  place  within  the  State. 

And  the  governor  shall  dissolve  the  said  general  court  on  soe  amendments, 
the  day  next  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May. 

VI.  In  cases  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  ^o^u'^ncTLa^'^ad- 
with  regard  to  the  necessity,  expediency,  or  time  of  adjourn- 1.°"^™"?®  ^e^sls! 
ment,  or  prorogation,  the  governor,  with  advice  of  the  coun-  ceeaingM"da.ylf" 
cil,  shall  have  a  right  to  adjourn  or  prorogue  the  general 

court,  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  as  he  shall  determine  the 
public  good  shall  require. 

VII.  The  governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  time  ^^°;^^'^°der°in! 
being,  shall  be  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  chief. 

and  of  all  the  military  forces  of  the  State,  by  sea  and  land ; 
and  shall  have  full  power,  by  himself,  or  by  any  commander, 
or  other  officer  or  of&cers,  from  time  to  time,  to  train,  in- 
struct, exercise  and  govern  the  militia  and  navy ;  and,  for 
the  special  defence  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
assemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  posture,  the 

C8 
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Governor  and 
council  may  par- 
don offences,  ex- 
cept, etc. 


But  not  before 
conviction. 


All  judicial  offi- 
cers, etc.,  how 
nominated   and 
appointed. 
See  amendments, 
Arts.  XI  v.,  XVII. 
and  XIX. 


inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with 
them,  to  encounter,  repel,  resist,  expel  and  pursue,  by  force 
of  arms,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  within  or  without  the 
limits  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  also  to  kill,  slay  and  de- 
stroy, if  necessary,  and  conquer,  by  all  fitting  ways,  enter- 
prises and  means  whatsoever,  all  and  every  such  person 
and  persons  as  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  in  a  hostile 
manner,  attempt  or  enterprise  the  destruction,  invasion,  det- 
riment, or  annoyance  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  to  use 
and  exercise,  over  the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the  militia 
in  actual  service,  the  law  martial,  in  time  of  war  or  invasion, 
and  also  in  time  of  rebellion,  declared  by  the  legislature  to 
exist,  as  occasion  shall  necessarily  require ;  and  to  take  and 
surprise,  by  all  ways  and  means  whatsoever,  all  and  every 
such  person  or  persons,  with  their  ships,  arms,  ammunition 
and  other  goods,  as  shall,  in  a  hostile  manner,  invade,  or 
attempt  the  invading,  conquering,  or  annoying  this  Common- 
wealth; and  that  the  governor  be  intrusted  with  all  these 
and  other  powers,  incident  to  the  ofiices  of  captain-general 
and  commander-in-chief,  and  admiral,  to  be  exercised  agree- 
ably to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  not  otherwise. 

Provided,  that  the  said  governor  shall  not,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  by  virile  of  any  power  by  this  constitution  granted, 
or  hereafter  to  be  granted  to  him  by  the  legislature,  trans- 
port any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  oblige 
them  to  march  out  of  the  limits  of  the  same,  without  their 
free  and  voluntary  consent,  or  the  consent  of  the  general 
court ;  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  march  or  trans- 
port them  by  land  or  water,  for  the  defence  of  such  part  of 
the  State  to  which  they  cannot  otherwise  conveniently  have 
access. 

VIIL  The  power  of  pardoning  oifences,  except  such  as 
persons  may  be  convicted  of  before  the  senate,  by  an  im- 
peachment of  the  house,  shall  be  in  the  governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  council ;  but  no  charter  of  pardon,  granted 
by  the  governor,  with  advice  of  the  council,  before  convic- 
tion, shall  avail  the  party  pleading  the  same,  notwithstanding 
any  general  or  particular  expressions  contained  therein, 
descriptive  of  the  offence  or  offences  intended  to  be  par- 
doned. 

IX.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney-general,  the  solici- 
tor-general, all  sheriffs,  coroijcrs,  and  registers  of  probate, 
shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council ;  and  every  such 
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nomination  shall  be  made  by  the  governor,  and  made  at 
least  seven  days  prior  to  such  appointment. 

X,     The  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  militia  sliall  be  i^iiiitsa  officers, 

liOTV  cIgciclI* 

elected  by  the  ".written  votes  of  tlie  train-band  and  alarm 

list  of  their  respective  companies,  of  twenty-one  years  of  ^e«  s^endments, 

age  and  upwards ;  the  field  officers  of  regiments  shall  be 

elected  l)y  the  written  votes  of  the  captains  and  subalterns 

of  tlieir  respective  regiments ;  the  brigadiers  shall  be  elected, 

in  like  manner,  by  the  field  officers  of  their  respective  bri- 

aades:  and  such  officers,  so  elected,  shall  be  commissioned  ii'»v  commis- 

'  SlOUGU 

by  the  governor,  who  shall  determine  their  rank. 

The  leo'islature  shall,  by  standing  laws,  direct  tlie  time  Major-generais. 
and  manner  of  couvenino-  tae  electors,  and  of   collecting  and   commis- 

~  '  ~  sioucd. 

votes,  and  of  certifying  to  th*  governor  the  officers  elected. 

The  major-generals  shall  be  appointed  by  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  each  having  a  negative  upon  the 
other ;  and  be  commissioned  by  the  governor. 

And  if  the  electors  of  brigadiers,  field  officers,  captains  X,f  5°"^'^^' '^^'^ 

o  7  >        I  filled,    in   case, 

or  subalterns,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  such  elections,  ^'c 
after  being  duly  notified,  according  to  the  laws  for  the  time 
being,  then  the  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  shall  ap- 
point suitable  persons  to  fill  such  offices. 

And  no  officer,  duly  commissioned  to  command  in  the  mi-  omcers,  duly 

'  •'  corauiissioned, 

litia,  shall  be  removed  from  his  office,  but  by  the  address  of  ^^"^  removed. 
both  houses  to  the  governor,  or  bv  fair  trial  in  court  mar-  see  amendments, 
tial,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  time 
being. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  shall  appoint  their  ho''w  Ip"  omte*d: 
adjutants  and  quarter-masters  ;  the  brigadiers  their  brigade- 
majors  ;  and  the  major-generals  their  aids ;  and  the  gover- 
nor shall  appoint  the  adjutant-general. 

The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  shall  appoint  all 
officers  of  the  continental  army,  whom  by  the  confederation 
of  the  United  States  it  is  provided  that  this  Commonwealth 
shall  appoint, — as  also  all  officers  of  forts  and  garrisons. 

The  divisions  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments  and  organization  of 
companies,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  militia  laws  now  in 
force,  shall  be  considered  as  the  proper  divisions  of  the 
militia  of  this  Commonwealth,  until  the  same  shall  be  altered 
in  pursuance  of  some  future  law. 

XL     No  moneys  shall  be  issued  out  of  the  treasury  of  Money,   how 
this  Commonwealth  and  disposed  of  (except  such  sums  as  treasury,  except, 
may  be  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of  bills  of  credit  or 
treasurer's  notes,  or  for  the  payment  of  interest  arising 
thereon)  but  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  governor 
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for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  coun- 
-  cil,  for  the  necessary  defence  and  support  of  the  Common- 

wealth, and  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  in- 
habitants thereof,  agreeably  to  the  acts  and  resolves  of  the 
general  court. 
All  public  bom-rts,  XII.  All  public  boards,  the  commissary-general,  all  su- 
quarteriy returns,  periutending  officcrs  of  public  magaziucs  and  stores,  be- 
longing to  this  Commonwealth,  and  all  commanding  officers 
of  forts  and  garrisons  within  the  same,  shall,  once  in  every 
three  months,  officially  and  without  requisition,  and  at  other 
times,  when  required  by  the  governor,  deliver  to  him  an  ac- 
count of  all  goods,  stores,  provisions,  ammunition,  cannon 
with  their  appendages,  and  small  arms  with  their  accoutre- 
ments, and  of  all  other  public5)roperty  whatever  under  their 
care,  respectively ;  distinguishing  the  quantity,  number,  qual- 
ity and  kind  of  each,  as  particularly  as  may  be ;  together 
with  the  condition  of  such  forts  and  garrisons ;  and  the  said 
commanding  officer  shall  exhibit  to  the  governor,  when  re- 
quired by  him,  true  and  exact  plans  of  such  forts,  and  of 
the  land  and  sea,  or  harbor  or  harbors,  adjacent. 

And  the  said  boards,  and  all  public  officers,  shall  commu- 
nicate to  the  governor,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  receiving 
the  same,  all  letters,  despatches,  and  intelligences  of  a  public 
nature,  which  shall  be  directed  to  them  respectively. 
fraorf°'^^°^'         XIII.     As  the  public  good  requires  that  the  governor 
should  not  be  under  the  undue  influence  of  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  general  court,  by  a  dependence  on  them  for  his 
support — that  he  should,  in  all  cases,  act  with  freedom  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public — that  he  should  not  have  his  atten- 
tion necessarily  diverted  from  that  object  to  his  private 
concerns — and  that  he  should  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
Commonwealth   in   the  character  of  its   chief  magistrate 
— it  is  necessary  that  he  should  have  an  honorable  stated 
salary,  of  a  fixed  and  permanent  value,  amply  sufficient  for 
those  purposes,  and  established  by  standing  laws :  and  it 
shall  be  among  the  first  acts  of  the  general  court,  after  the 
commencement  of  this  constitution,  to  establish  such  salary 
by  law  accordingly. 
tklT'of  sSpiime     Permanent  and  honorable  salaries  shall  also  be  established 
judicial  court,     by  law  for  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court. 
hafg^Jdf  i\°^nsu°-     -^^^  if  i^  ^^^^1  ^^  found,  that  any  of  the  salaries  afore- 
flcientl  gai(j^  so  established,  are  insufficient,  they  shall,  from  time  to 

time,  be  enlarged,  as  the  general  court  shall  judge  proper. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

SECTION  II. 
Lieutenant-  GoveDior. 

Art.  I.     There   shall  be  annually  elected    a  lieutenant-  ernorf  ws"tme 
governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  whose  ?ii'J,s. 'i"*"^'"*" 
title  shall  be — HIS  HONOR ;  and  who  shall  be  qualified, 
in  point  of  religion,  propert}",  and  residence  in  the   Com-  Aru'lnTfvL^x: 
monwealth,  in  the  same  manner  with  the  governor ;  and  the  ^"^  •^^" 
day  and  manner  of  his  election,  and  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  required  in  the  election  of 
a  governor.     The  return  of  the  votes  for  this  officer,  and  the  uow chosen. 
declaration  of  his  election,  shall  be  in  the  same  manner; 
and  if  no  one  person  shall  be  found  to  have  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  returned,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  governor  is  to  be  elected,  in  case  no  one  person  shall 
have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  to  be  governor. 

II.  The  governor,  and  in  his  absence   the  lieutenant- ^o\^^c^^]'*°^ 
governor,  shall  be  president  of  the  council,  but  shall  have 

no  vote  in  council ;  and  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  always  Lieutenant-gov- 

'  o  J      ernor  a  member- 

be  a  member  of  the  council,  except  when  the  chair  of  the  of,  except. etc. 
governor  shall  be  vacant. 

III.  Whenever  the  chair  of  the  governor  shall  be  vacant,  emor  uf  be1i°'t- 
by  reason  of  his  death,  or  absence  from  the  Commonwealth,  'c&J°cic!"^^'^^ 
or  otherwise,  the  lieutenant-governor,  for  the  time  being, 

shall,  during  such  vacancy,  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  the  governor,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  pow- 
ers and  authorities,  which,  by  this  constitution,  the  governor 
is  vested  with,  when  personally  present. 


CHAPTER    II. 

SECTION  III. 

Council,  and  the  Manner  of  settling  Elections  by  the  Legislature. 

Art.  I.     There  shall  be  a  council  for  advising  the  gover-  council. 
nor  in  the  executive  part  of  the  government,  to  consist  of  see  amendments, 
nine  persons  besides    the   lieutenant-governor,  whom  the 
governor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
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thoritj,  from  time  to  time,  at  liis  discretion,  to  assemble 
and  call  together;  and  the  governor,  with  the  said  council- 
lors, or  live  of  them  at  least,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  hold  and  keep  a  council,  for  the  ordering  and  direct- 
ing the  aflairs  of  tlie  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  land, 
dumber ;  ftom        n.     Niuc  couHScllors  sliall  be  annually  chosen  from  among 

whom  and  how  in  ni  i 

chosen.  the  jjersons  returned  for  counsellors  and  senators,  on  the 

fvll"'x.'!"xm:  l^s^  Wednesday  in  May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  senators 
iidxvi.'  and  representatives  assembled  in  one  room;  and  in  case 
there  shall  not  be  found,  upon  the  first  choice,  the  whole 
number  of  nine  persons  who  will  accept  a  seat  in  the  coun- 
cil, the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up  by  the  electors  afore- 
said from  among  the  people  at  large ;  and  the  number  of 
If  senators  be-    gcuators  Icft,  shall  constitute  the  senate  for  the  year.     The 

come  counsellors  '  •' 

vacate^**  *°  ^^  scats  of  thc  pcrsous  thus  elected  from  the  senate,  and  ac- 
cepting the  trust,  shall  be  vacated  in  the  senate. 

iiank  of  coium-i-  jTj^  rpj^^  counscllors,  in  the  civil  arrangements  of  the 
Commonwealth,  shall  have  rank  next  after  the  lieutenant- 
governor. 

xo   district    to      lY.     Not  more  than  two  counsellors  shall  be  chosen  out 

have   more  than  , .         .  n     t  •      r^ 

t^'o-  01  any  one  district  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Register~of  Y,     Tiig  rcsolutions  and  advice  of  the  council  shall  be 

council. 

recorded  in  a  register,  and  signed  by  the  members  present; 
and  this  record  may  be  called  for,  at   any  time,  by  either 
house  of  the  legislature ;  and  any  member  of  the  council 
may  insert  his  opinion,  contrary  to   the  resolution  of  the 
majority. 
cTiso  the  pow«"f     ^^^-     Whenever  the  ofiice  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor  mease,  governor  shall  be  vacant,  by  reason  of  death,  absence,  or 
otherwise,  then  the  council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall, 
during  such  vacancy,  have  full  power  and  authority,  to  do, 
and  execute,  all  and  every  such  acts,  matters  and  things,  as 
the  governor  or  the  lieutenant-governor  might  or  could,  by 
virtue  of  this  constitution,  do  or  execute,  if  they,  or  either 
of  them,  were  personally  present. 
Kicctions  may  be      YII.     And  whcrcas  the  elections  appointed  to  be  made 

adjourned,  until,  ...  .         .  ,       ,  t^-t     _        ^^       •      -» r  n 

«tc-  by  this  constitution,  on  the  last  Wednesday  m  May,  annually, 

by  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  may  not  be  completed 
on  that  day,  the  said  ejections  may  be  adjourned  from  day 

Order  thereof,  to  day,  uutil  the  sauic  shall  be  completed.  And  the  order 
of  elections  shall  be  as  follows  :  the  vacancies  in  the  senate, 
if  any,  shall  first  be  filled  up ;  the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor  shall  then  be  elected,  provided  there  should  be  no 
choice  of  them  by  the  people ;  and  afterwards  the  two  houses 
shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  council. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

SECTION  IT. 

Secretary,  Treasurer,  Commissary,  S^*c. 

Art.  I.     The  secretary,  treasurer  aud  receiver-general,  gecretary,etcy 
and  the  commissary-general,  notaries  public,  and  naval  offi- '^«^^c^»osen.^g^jg^ 
cers,  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  ^^^^'^^  ^""^ 
and  representatives,  in  one  room.     And,  that  the  citizens  of  Treasurer  ineiigi 

_^^  '  Tf>-  i-  iij.  We  for  more  than 

this  Commonwealth  may  be  assured,  from  time  to  time,  that  five  successive 
the  moneys  remaining  in  the  public  treasury,  upon  the  set- " 
tlement  and  liquidation  of  the  public  accounts,  are  their 
property,  no  man  shall  be  eligible  as  treasurer  and  receiver- 
general  more  than  five  years  successively. 

II.     The  records  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  kept  in  f^^^^J^toy^to ueop 
the  office  of  the  secretary,  who  may  appoint  his  deputies,  *^^,f°i]f^?°.''  ""** 
for  whose  conduct  he  shall  be  accountable,  and  he  shall 
attend  the  governor  and  council,  the  senate   and  house  of 
representatives,  in  person,  or  by  his  deputies,  as  they  shall 
respectively  require. 


CHAPTER    III. 

JUDICIARY    POWER. 

Art.  I.     The  tenure,  that  all  commission  officers  shall  by  Tenure  of  aii 

'  .  »'   conimissionea  ol- 

law  have  in  their  offices,  shall  be  expressed  m  their  respec- fi^^rs^^to  be  ex- 
tive  commissions.     All  judicial  officers,  duly  appointed,  com-  judicial  officers 

-.  T  iniiTji-  rn  -\       •  t  to  liold  office  dur- 

missioned  and  sworn,  shall  hold  their  oflices  during  good  ing  good  beha- 

behavior,  excepting  such  concerning  whom  there  is  different  "^'° '  "^ 

provision  made  in  this  constitution :  provided,  nevertheless, 

the  governor,  with  consent  of  the  council,  may  remove  them  But  mar  be  re- 
el '  'J  moved  on  address. 

upon  the  address  of  both  houses  of  the  legisature. 

II.  Each  branch  of  the  legislature,  as  well  as  the  gov-  premeTumciai 
ernor  and  council,  shall  have  authority  to  require  the  opin- ^°f,[i*on^°,4'In 
ions  of  the  justices   of  the   supreme  judicial  court,  upon '■*'"''"'^- 
important  questions  of  law,  and  upon  solemn  occasions. 

III.  In  order  that  the  people  may  not  suffer  from  the  ^^^f^^^^  ?|„{,'J^ 
long  continuance  in  place  of  any  justice  of  the  peace,  who  """*''*''"  °'^*'^"' 
shall  fail  of  discharging  the  important  duties  of  his  office 

with  ability  or  fidelity,  all  commissions   of  justices   of  the 
peace  shall  expire  and  become  void,  in  the  term  of  seven 
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years  from  their  respective  dates ;  and,  upon  the  expiration 
of  anj  commission,  the  same  may,  if  necessary,  be  renewed, 
or  another  person  appointed,  as  shall  most  conduce  to  the 
well  being  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Provisions  for        lY.     Thc  judgcs  of  probatc  of  wills,  and  for  granting  let- 
couVtsf  ^'"  ■*      ters  of  administration,  shall  hold  their  courts  at  such  place 
or  places,  on  fixed  days,  as  the  convenience  of  the  people 
shall  require ;  and  the  legislature  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
hereafter  appoint  such  times  and  places ;  until  which  ap- 
pointments, the  said  courts  shall  be  holden  at  the  times  and 
places  which  the  respective  judges  shall  direct. 
Provisions  for  de-     Y.     All  causes  of  marriage,  divorce  and  alimony,  and  all 
of  marriage,  di  appcals  from  the  judges  of  probate,  shall  be  heard  and  de- 
termined by  the  governor  and  council,  until  the  legislature 
shall,  by  law,  make  other  provision. 


CHAPTER    lY. 

DELEGATES    TO    CONGRESS. 

Delegates  to  The  dclcgatcs  of  tMs   Commonwcalth  to  the  congress  of 

the  United  States  shall,  some  time  in  the  month  of  June, 
annually,  be  elected  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  assembled  together  in  one  room ; 
to  serve  in  congress  for  one  year,  to  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November  then  next  ensuing.  They  shall  have 
commissions  under  the  hand  of  the  governor,  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  Commonwealth ;  but  may  be  recalled  at  any  time 
within  the  year,  and  others  chosen  and  commissioned,  in  the 
same  manner,  in  their  stead. 


CHAPTER    Y. 

THE    UNIVERSITY    AT    CAMBRIDGE,    AND    ENCOURAGEMENT   OF 
LITERATURE,    c^^C. 

SECTION  I. 

The   University. 

Harvara  College.  Art.  I.  Whercas  our  wise  and  pious  ancestors,  so  early 
as  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six,  laid  the 
foundation   of  Harvard   College,  in  which  university  many 
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persons  of  great  eminence  have,  by  the  blessing  of  GOD, 
been  initiated  in  those  arts  and  sciences  which  qualified 
them  for  public  employments,  both  in  church  and  state;  and 
whereas  the  encouragement  of  arts  and  sciences,  and  all 
good  literature,  tends  to  the  honor  of  GOD,  the  advantage 
of  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  great  benefit  of  this,  and 
the  other  United  States  of  America, — it  is  declared,  that  the  JegIs%''tc!"of'the 
Peesident  and  Fellows  op  Harvaed  College,  in  their  j'j,^^;''^;^^^^^^^^ 
corporate  capacity,  and  their  successors  in  that  capacity, 
their  officers  and  servants,  shall  have,  hold,  use,  exercise 
and  enjoy,  all  the  powers,  authorities,  rights,  liberties,  priv- 
ileges, immunities  and  franchises,  which  they  now  have,  or 
are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  use,  exercise  and  enjoy ;  and  the 
same  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  unto  them,  the  said 
president  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their  suc- 
cessors, and  to  their  officers,  and  servants,  respectively, 
forever, 

II.  And  whereas  there  have  been,  at  sundry  times,  by 
divers  persons,  gifts,  grants,  devises  of  houses,  lands,  tene- 
ments, goods,  chattels,  legacies  and  conveyances,  heretofore 
made,  either  to  Harvard  College  iu  Cambridge,  in  New 
England,  or  to  the  president  and  fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, or  to  the  said  college,  by  some  other  description,  under 
several  charters  successively ;  it  is  declared,  that  all  the  ^tc.fconhS*^' 
said  gifts,  grants,  devises,  legacies  and  conveyances,  are 
hereby  forever  confirmed  unto  the  president  and  fellows  of 
Harvard  College,  and  to  their  successors,  in  the  capacity 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
donor  or  donors,  grantor  or  grantors,  devisor  or  devisors. 

HI.  And  whereas  by  an  act  of  the  general  court  of  the 
colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  passed  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand sTx  hundred  and  forty-two,  the  governor  and  deputy- 
governor,  for  the  time  being,  and  all  the  magistrates  of  that 
jurisdiction,  were,  with  the  president,  and  a  number  of  the 
clergy  in  the  said  act  described,  constituted  the  overseers 
of  Harvard  College ;  and  it  being  necessary,  in  this  new 
constitution  of  government,  to  ascertain  who  shall  be  deemed 
successors  to  the  said  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  mag- 
istrates; it  is  declared,  that  the  governor,  lieutenant-gov- who  shaii  be 
ernor,  council  and  senate  of  this  Commonwealth,  are,  and 
shall  be  deemed,  their  successors ;  who,  with  the  president 
of  Harvard  College,  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the 
ministers  of  the  congregational  churches  in  the  towns  of 
Cambridge,  Watertown,  Charlestown,  Boston,  lloxbury,  and 
Dorchester,  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  shall  be,  and  hereby 
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are,  vested  •with  all  the  powers  and  authority  belonging/ or 
in  any  way  appertaining,  to  the  overseers  of  Harvard  Col- 
tion^eslrved"""  ^^S^  7  providcd,  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to 
the  legislature,  preveut  thc  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  from  making 
such  alterations  in  the  government  of  the  said  university,  as 
shall  be  conducive  to  its  advantage,  and  the  interest  of  thc 
republic  of  letters,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  might  have  been 
done  by  the  legislature  of  the  late  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay. 


CHAPTER   Y. 

SECTION  II. 
The  Encouragement  of  Literature,  Sj'c. 

Duty  of  legisia-      WiSDOM  aud  kuowledgc,  as  well  as  virtue,  diffused  gen- 

tures  and  magis-  ,i         i       i  p    .-.  ^        ^      •  r 

trates  in  all  lu-  erallv  amoug  the  body  oi  tne  people,  being  necessary  lor 

tiirc  periods.  •/  <zj  */  xi/o  •/ 

See ampndments,  thc  prcscrvation  of  their  rights  and  liberties;  and  as  these 

Art.  XVIII.  ^  "  '  „ 

depend  on  spreading  the  opportunities  and  advantages  of 
education  in  the  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  among 
the  different  orders  of  the  people,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
legislatures  and  magistrates,  in  all  future  periods  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  cherish  the  interests  of  literature  and 
the  sciences,  and  all  seminaries  of  them ;  especially  the  uni- 
versity at  Cambridge,  public  schools,  and  grammar  schools 
in  the  towns ;  to  encourage  private  societies,  and  public 
institutions,  rewards  and  immunities,  for  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  arts,  sciences,  commerce,  trades,  manufactures, 
and  a  natural  history  of  the  country,  to  countenance  and 
inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  benevo- 
lence, public  and  private  charity,  industry  and  frugality, 
honesty  and  punctuality  in  their  dealings ;  sincerity,  good 
humor,  and  all  social  affections,  and  generous  sentiments 
among  the  people. 
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CHAPTER     VI. 

OATHS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS;  INCOMPATIBILITY  OP  AND  EXCLU- 
SION PROM  OFFICES;  PECUNIARY  QUALIFICATIONS;  COMMIS- 
SIONS; writs;  CONFIRMATION  OP  LAWS;  HABEAS  CORPUS; 
THE  ENACTING  STYLE  ;  CONTINUANCE  OP  OFFICERS  ;  PROVISION 
FOR    A    FUTURE   REVISAL    OP    THE    CONSTITUTION,    &C. 

Art.  I.  Any  persou  clioseu  governor,  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, counsellor,  senator,  or  representative,  and  accepting 
the  trust,  shall,  before  he  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of 
his  place  or  office,  make  and  subscribe  the  following  decla- 
ration, viz. : 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  declare,  that  I  believe  the  Christian  relio-ion,  see  amendments, 

Art  VII 

and  have  a  firm  persuasion  of  its  truth;    and  that  I  am     '     * 
seized  and  possessed,  in  my  own  right,  of  the  property 
required  by  the  constitution,  as  one  qualification  for  the 
office  or  place  to  which  I  am  elected." 

And  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counsellofs, 
shall  make  and  subscribe  the  said  declaration,  in  the  pres- 
Qnce  of  the  two  houses  of  assembly ;  and  the  senators  and 
representatives,  first  elected  under  this  constitution,  be- 
fore the  president  and  five  of  the  council  of  the  former 
constitution,  and  forever  afterwards,  before  the  governor 
and  council  for  the  time  being. 

And  every  person,  chosen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offices 
aforesaid,  as  also  any  person  appointed  or  commissioned  to 
any  judicial,  executive,  military,  or  other  office  under  the 
government,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  discharge  of  the 
business  of  his  place  or  office,  take  and  subscribe  the  fol- 
lowing declaration,  and  oaths  or  affirmations  viz. : 

^'I,  A.  B.,  do  truly  and  sincerely  acknowledge,  profess,  see  amendments, 
testify  and  declare,  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts is,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent State ;  and  I  do  swear,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  that  I  will 
defend  the  same  against  traitorous  conspiracies  and  all 
hostile  attempts  whatsoever;  and  that  I  do  renounce  and 
abjure  all  allegiance,  subjection  and  obedience  to  the  king, 
queen,  or  government  of  Great  Britain,  (as  the  case  may 
be,)  and  every  other  foreign  power  whatsover ;  and  that  no 
foreign  prince,  person,  prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  hath,  or 
ought  to  have,  any  jurisdiction,  superiority,  preeminence, 
authority,  dispensing  or  other  power,  in  any  matter,  civil, 
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ecclesiastical  or  spiritual,  within  this  Commonwealth ;  ex- 
cept the  authority  and  power  which  is  or  may  be  vested  by 
their  constituents  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States; 
and  I  do  further  testify  and  declare,  that  no  man,  or  body  of 
men,  hath,  or  can  hare,  any  right  to  absolve  or  discharge 
me  from  the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration,  or  affirma- 
tion ;  and  that  I  do  make  this  acknowledgment,  profession, 
testimony,  declaration,  denial,  renunciation  and  nbjuration, 
heartily  and  truly,  according  to  the  common  meaning  and 
acceptation  of  the  foregoing  words,  without  any  equivoca- 
tion, mental  evasion,  or  secret  reservation  whatsoever.  So 
help  me,  GOD." 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  and  affirm,  that  I  will  faith- 
fully and  impartially  discharge  and  perform  all  the  duties 
incumbent  on  me  as  ,  according  to  the 

best  of  my  abilities  and  understanding,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth.     So  help  me,  GOD."' 

Provided  always,  that  when  any  person,  chosen  or  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  shall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  and  shall  decline  taking  the  said 
oaths,  he  shall  make  his  affirmation  in  the  foregoing  form, 
and  subscribe  the  same,  omitting  the  words  "/<Zo  swear,'' 
"and  abjure,''  "oath  or,''  "and  abjuration,"  in  the  first 
oath;  and  in  the  second  oath,  the  words  "swear  and,"  and 
in  each  of  them  the  words  "So  help  me,  GOD  ;"  subjoining 
instead  thereof,  "  This  I  do  under  the  pains  and  penalties 
of  perjury  "  ^ 

And  the  said  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  taken  and  sub- 
scribed by  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counsel- 
lors, before  the  president  of  the  senate,  in  the  presence  of 
the  two  houses  of  assembly ;  and  by  the  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives first  elected  under  this  constitution,  before  the 
president  and  five  of  the  council  of  the  former  constitution ; 
and  forever  afterwards  before  the  governor  and  council  for 
the  time  being ;  and  by  the  residue  of  the  officers  aforesaid, 
before  such  persons,  and  in  such  manner,  as  from  time  to 
time  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  legislature. 
Plurality  of  offl-     H.     No  govcmor,  lieutenant-govcmor,  or   iudge  of  the 

ces  prohibited  to  .     9.    .    ,  '  i      n   -i      t  n  i  ^. 

fxclTetc**^''  supreme  judicial  court,  shall  hold  any  other  office  or  place, 
under  the  authority  of  this  Commonwealth,  except  such  as 
by  this  constitution  they  are  admitted  to  hold,  saving  that 
the  judges  of  the  said  court  may  hold  the  offices  of  justices 
of  the  peace  through  the  State ;  nor  shall  they  hold  any 
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other  place  or  office,  or  receive  any  pension  or  salary  from 
any  other  State,  or  government,  or  power,  vrhatever. 

No  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding  or  exercising  at  same  subject, 
the  same  time,  within  this  State,  more  than  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing offices,  viz. :  judge  of  probate — sheriif — register  of 
probate — or  register  of  deeds ;  and  never  more  than  any 
two  offices,  which  are  to  be  held  by  appointment  of  the  gov- 
ernor, or  the  governor  and  council,  or  the  senate,  or  the  house 
of  representatives,  or  by  the  election  of  the  people  of  the 
State  at  large,  or  of  the  people  of  any  county,  military  offices, 
and  the  offices  of  justices  of  the  peace  excepted,  shall  be 
held  by  one  person. 

Xo  person  holding  the  office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  ju-  ^^°^'s^p""^'^ 
dicial  court — secretary — attorney-general — solicitor-general 
— treasurer  or  receiver-general — judge  of  probate — com- |ee  anicndments, 
missary-general — president,  professor,  or  instructor  of  Har- 
vard College — sheriif — clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 
— register  of  probate — register  of  deeds — clerk  of  the  su- 
preme judicial  court — clerk  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas — or  officer  of  the  customs,  including  in  this  description 
naval  officers — shall  at  the  same  time  have  a  seat  in  the 
senate  or  house  of  representatives ;  but  their  being  chosen 
or  appointed  to,  and  accepting  the  same,  shall  operate  as  a 
resignation  of  their  seat  in  the  senate  or  house  of  repre- 
sentatives ;  and  the  place  so  vacated  shall  be  filled  up. 

And  the  same  rule  shall  take  place  in  case   any  judge  of  same  subject, 
the  said  supreme  judicial  court,  or  judge  of  probate,  shall 
accept  a  seat  in  council ;  or  any  counsellor  shall  accept  of 
either  of  those  offices  or  places. 

And  no  person  shall  ever  be  admitted  to  hold  a  seat  in  Bribery  etc.,  op- 

,        '^  eratcs   aisciualifl- 

the  legislature,  or  any  office  of  trust  or  importance  under  <=«''on. 
the  government  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  shall,  in  the  due 
course  of  law,  have  been  convicted  of  bribery  or  corruption, 
in  obtaining  an  election  or  appointment. 

III.  In  all  cases,  where  sums  of  money  are  mentioned  in  Js'^e"rta*ineT"''^ 
this  constitution,  the  value  thereof  shall  be  computed  in  sil- 
ver, at  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  ounce ;  and  it  shall  SionsVayte 
be  in  the  power  of  the  legislature,  from  time  to  time,  to  in-  increased, 
crease  such  qualifications,  as  to  property,  of  the  persons  to 

be  elected  to  offices,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Common- 
wealth shall  require. 

IV.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Com-  p^c^fif^com- 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts,  signed  by  the  governor,  and  missions, 
attested  by  the  secretary  or  his  deputy,  and  have  the  great 

seal  of  the  Commonwealth  affixed  thereto. 
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fpmnjg  wr?ts.  ^'  -^^^  writs,  issuing  out  of  the  clerk's  office  in  any  of 
the  courts  of  law,  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts ;  they  shall  be  under  the  seal  of 
the  court  from  whence  they  issue ;  they  shall  bear  test  of 
the  first  justice  of  the  caurt  to  which  they  shall  be  return- 
able, who  is  not  a  party,  and  be  signed  by  the  clerk  of  such 
court. 

fomiw\'aws°ex-       ^^-     ^^^  ^^^^  laws,  whlch  havc  heretofore  been  adopted, 

ccpt,  etc.  '  used  and  approved,  in  the  Province,  Colony,  or  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  and  usually  practised  on  in  the  courts 
of  law,  shall  still  remain  and  be  in  full  force,  until  altered 
or  repealed  by  the  legislature ;  such  parts  only  excepted  as 
are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties  contained  in  this 
constitution. 

Benefit  of  habeas      YJI.     Thc  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas 

corpus     secured,  ^  o 

except,  etc.  covpus  shall  bc  cnjoycd  in  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  most 
free,  easy,  cheap,  expeditious  and  ample  manner;  and  shall 
not  be  suspended  by  the  legislature,  except  upon  the  most 
urgent  and  pressing  occasions,  and  for  a  limited  time,  not 
exceeding  twelve  months. 
J^'^yacting  VIII.     The  enacting  style,  in  making  and  passing  all  acts, 

statutes  and  laws,  shall  be— "Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same." 
go'^ernmlntTon-  ^^-  ^0  thc  cud  thcrc  may  be  no  failure  of  justice,  or 
tinued  until,  etc.  danger  arise  to  the  Commonwealth,  from  a  change  of  the 
form  of  government,  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  holding 
commissions  under  the  government  and  people  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  New  England,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  said 
government  and  people,  at  the  time  this  constitution  shall 
take  eifect,  shall  have,  hold,  use,  exercise,  and  enjoy  all  the 
powers  and  authority  to  them  granted  or  committed,  until 
other  persons  shall  be  appointed  in  their  stead ;  and  all 
courts  of  law  shall  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  business 
of  their  respective  departments ;  and  all  the  executive  and 
legislative  officers,  bodies  and  powers,  shall  continue  in  full 
force,  in  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  all  their  trusts, 
employments  and  authority,  until  the  general  court,  and  the 
supreme  and  executive  officers  under  this  constitution,  are 
designated  and  invested  with  their  respective  trusts,  powers 
and  authority. 
v4°ng^J:ons«tu-^"  ■^"  ^"^  ordcr  thc  more  effectually  to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
*'°"-  ciples  of  the  constitution,  and  to  correct  those  violations 

which  by  any  means  may  be  made  therein,  as  well  as  to  form 
such  alterations  as  from  experience  shall  be  found  necessary, 


CONSTITUTION.  1043 

the  general  court,  ■which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  shall  issue  pre- 
cepts to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  and  to  the 
assessors  of  the  unincorporated  plantations,  directing  thera 
to  convene  the  qualified  voters  of  their  respective  towns 
and  plantations,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  their  senti- 
ments on  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  revising  the  consti- 
tution, in  order  to  amendments.  * 

And  if  it  shall  appear,  by  the  returns  made,  that  two-  s^me  subject. 
thirds  of  the  qualified  voters  throughout  the  State,  who  shall 
assemble  and  vote  in  consequence  of  the  said  precepts,  are 
in  favor  of  such  revision  or  amendment,  the  general  court 
shall  issue  precepts,  or  direct  them  to  be  issued  from  the 
secretary's  office,  to  the  several  towns,  to  elect  delegates  to 
meet  in  convention  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  said  delegates  to  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner  and 
proportion  as  their  representatives  in  the  second  branch  of 
the  legislature  are  by  this  constitution  to  be  chosen. 

XI.     This  form  of  government  shall  be  enrolled  on  parch-  f/rvTnK^andVubl 
ment,  and  deposited  in  the  secretary's  office,  and  be  a  part  ^^^l^i^if^^^'^  '=°"' 
of  the  laws  of  the  land;  and  printed  copies  thereof  shall 
be  prefixed  to  the  book  containing  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  all  future  editions  of  the  said  laws. 


ARTICLES    OF   AMENDMENT. 

Art.  I.     If  any  bill  or  resolve  shall  be  objected  to,  and  pro^la'^'^umn''" 
not  approved  by  the  governor ;  and  if  the  general  court  shall  blcomfA  iaw,?f 
adjourn  within  five  days  after  the  same  shall  liave  been  laid  joumta"themean 
before  the  governor  for  his  approbation,  and  thereby  pre-  "'"^• 
vent  his  returning  it,  with  his  objections,  as  provided  by  the 
constitution,  such  bill  or  resolve  shall  not  become  a  law, 
nor  have  force  as  such. 

Art.  II.     The  general  court  shall  have  full  power  and  ^^^"p^^^^red"" 
authority  to  erect  and  constitute  municipal  or  city  govern-  charter  cities, 
ments,  in  any  corporate  town  or  towns  in  this  Common- 
wealth, and  to  grant  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  such  powers, 
privileges  and  immunities,  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution, 
as  the  general  court  shall  deem  necessary  or  expedient  for 
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the  regulation  and  government  thereof,  and  to  prescribe  the 
manner  of  calling  and  holding  public  meetings  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  wards,  or  otherwise,  for  the  election  of  officers  under 
the  constitution,  and  the  manner  of  returning  the  votes  given 
Proviso.  Q^i  su(j]j  meetings :  provided,  that  no  such  government  shall 

be  erected  or  constituted  in  any  town  not  containing  twelve 
thousand  inhabitants ;  nor  unless  it  be  with  the  consent,  and 
'^  on  the  application,  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  such 

town,  present  and  voting  thereon,  pursuant  to  a  vote  at  a 
meeting  duly  warned  and  holden  for  that  purpose  :  and  pro- 
vided, also,  that  all  by-laws,  made  by  such  municipal  or  city 
government,  shall  be  subject,  at  all  times,  to  be  annulled  by 
the  general  court. 


?otere°for°"|o?-  -^rtT.  III.  Every  male  citizen  of  twenty-one  years  of  age 
govern'or':''*'sena-  ^^^  upwards,  (cxccpting  paupcrs  and  persons  under  guar- 
tativM'.'li  Pick'  dianship,)  who  shall  have  resided  within  the  Commonwealth 
^^^*  one  year,  and  within  the  town  or  district,  in  which  he  may 

claim  a  right  to  vote,  six  calendar  months  next  preceding 
any  election  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  senators,  or 
representatives,  and  who  shall  have  paid,  by  himself  or  his 
parent,  master,  or  guardian,  any  state  or  county  tax,  which 
shall,  within  two  years  next  preceding  such  election,  have 
been  assessed  upon  him,  in  any  town  or  district  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  also  every  citizen  who  shall  be  by  law  ex- 
empted from  taxation,  and  who  shall  be  in  all  other  respects 
qualified  as  above  mentioned,  shall  have  a  right  to  vote  in 
such  election  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  senators  and 
representatives ;  and  no  other  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  in  such  elections. 


ho°w"fppoint'ed       ^^T.  IV.     Notaries  public  shall  be  appointed  by  the  gov- 

aud  removed,      emor,  in  tlic  samc  manner  as  judicial  officers  are  appointed, 

and  shall  hold  their  offices  during  seven  years,  unless  sooner 

removed  by  the  governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  council, 

upon  the  address  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

^ffictsof  si?re?a-      ^^  ^^^^  '^^^  officc  of  Secretary  or  treasurer  of  the  Com- 

how"mi«nn'^^'^'  monwealth  shall  become  vacant  from  any  cause,  during  the 

sellmendments,  rcccss  of  thc  gcucral  court,  the  governor,  with  the  advice 

Art.  xvii.  ^       ^^^  consent  of  the  council,  shall  nominate  and  appoint,  under 

such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  a  competent 

and  suitable  person  to  such  vacant  office,  who  shall  hold  the 

same  until  a  successor  shall  be  appointed  by  the  general 

court. 
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Whenever  the  exigencies  of  tlic  Commonwealth  shall  re-  ^°™n,'ay  "^be^a"- 
qiiire  the  appointment  of  a  commissary-general,  he  shall  be  Pj"^"'*^'''  "'  <=^'*^' 
nominated,  appointed  and  commissioned,  in  such  manner  as 
the  legislature  may,  by  law,  prescribe. 

All  officers  commissioned  to  command  in  the  militia,  may  f/Jw '"em^reT' 
be  removed  from  office  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature 
may,  by  Jaw,  prescribe. 

Art.  V.     In  the  elections  of  captains  and  subalterns  of  ^Jj{>™ay^^o^t|^°^ 
the  militia,  all  the  members  of  their  respective  companies,  '"^'tcms. 
as  well  those  under,  as  those  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  shall  have  a  right  to  vote. 

Art.  VI.  Instead  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  by  b"  aVofficMsf" 
the  constitution,  the  following  oath  shall  be  taken  and  sub- 
scribed by  every  person  chosen  or  appointed  to  any  office, 
civil  or  military,  under  the  government  of  this  Common- 
wealth, before  ho  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  to 
wit: — 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solenmly  swear,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and 
will  support  the  constitution  thereof.     So  help  me,  GOD." 

Provided,  That  when  any  person  shall  be  of  the  denomi-  °Js^""'^te^"°°' '" 
nation  called  Quakers,  and  shall  decline  taking  said  oath,  he 
shall  make  his  affirmation  in  the  foregoing  form,  omitting 
the  'word  "  swear,"  and  inserting,  instead  thereof,  the  word 
"  affirm,"  and  omitting  the  words  "  So  help  me,  God,"  and 
subjoining,  instead  thereof,  the  words  "  This  I  do  under  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  perjury." 

Art.  YII.     No  oath,  declaration  or  subscription,  excepting  Tests  abolished, 
the  oath  prescribed  in  the  preceding  article,  and  the  oath  of 
office,  shall  be  required  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor, 
counsellors,  senators  or  representatives,  to  qualify  them  to 
perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

Art.  VIII.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  this  Commonwealth,  Jp°°^c';''g"''""y 
(except  the  court  of  sessions,)  and  no  person  holding  any 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  (postmasters 
excepted,)  shall,  at  the  same  time,  hold  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor,  or  counsellor,  or  have  a  seat  in 
the  senate  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;  and  no  judge  of  any  court  in  this  Commonwealth, 
(except  the  court  of  sessions,)  nor  the  attorney-general, 
solicitor-general,  county-attorney,  clerk  of  any  court,  sheriff, 
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treasurer  and  receiver-general,  register  of  prouate,  nor  reg- 
ister of  deeds,  shall  continue  to  hold  his  said  office  after 
being  elected  a  member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  accepting  that  trust;  but  the  acceptance  of  such 
trust,  by  any  of  the  officers  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  a  resignation  of  his  said  office ;  and  judges  of 
the  courts  of  common  pleas  shall  hold  no  other  office  under 
the  government  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  militia  offices  excepted. 

c^'nstitiufonfiiow      ■^^'^'  ^^'     ^^>  ^^^  ^^J  ^^"^^  hcrcaftcr,  any  specilic  and  par- 
^^^^-  ticular  amendment  or  amendments  to  the  constitution  be 

proposed  in  the  general  court,  and  agreed  to  by  a  majority 
of*  the  senators  and  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  present  and  voting  thereon,  such  pro- 
posed amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  two  houses,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken 
thereon,  and  referred  to  the  general  court  then  next  to 
be  chosen,  and  shall  be  published;  and  if  in' the  general 
court  next  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  such  proposed  amendment 
or  amendments  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  sen- 
ators and  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives present  and  voting  thereon,  then  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  general  court  to  submit  such  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amendments  to  the  people ;  and  if  they  shall  be 
approved  and  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters, 
voting  thereon,  at  meetings  legally  warned  and  holden  for 
that  purpose,  they  shall  become  part  of*  the  constitution  of 
this  Commonwealth. 

ofTo'aocaiyear*  ■^^'^-  ^'  "^^^^  political  year  shall  begin  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday of  January,  instead  of  the  last  Wednesday  of  May; 
and  the  general  court  shall  assemble  every  year  on  the  said 
first  Wednesday  of  January,  and  shall. proceed,  at  that  ses- 
sion, to  make  all  the  elections,  and  do  all  the  other  acts, 
which  are  by  the  constitution  required  to  be  made  and  done  at 
the  session  which  has  heretofore  commenced  on  the  last  Wed- 

and  termination,  ncsday  of  May.  And  the  general  court  shall  be  dissolved 
on  the  day  next  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  of  January, 
without  any  proclamation  or  other  act  of  the  governor. 
But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  general  court 
from  assembling  at  such  other  times  as  they  shall  judge  ne- 
cessary, or  when  called  together  by  the  governor.  The 
governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  counsellors,  shall  also 
hold  their  respective  offices  for  one  year  next  following  the 
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first  Wednesday  of  January,  and  until  others  arc  clioscn 

and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  meetino;  for   tlie  choice  of  ""overnor,  lieutcnaut-e,'OV-  i^reotings  tor  tiie 

•  1111111        '^1     choice    of  (gov- 

ernor, senators  and  representatives,  shall  be  hcid   on  tlie  cmor, lieutenant- 

second  Monday  of  November  in  every  year;  but  meetings  ^vhen  to  be  heia.' 
may  be  adjourned,  if  necessary,  for  the  choice  of  represcnta-  ^g'fj^^^'"^" 
tives,  to  the  next  day,  and  ao-ain  to  the  next  succeedino;  dav,  see  amendments. 
but  no  further.     But  in  case  a  second  meeting-  shall  be  iieces- '    "    ' 
sary  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  such  meetinas  shall 
be  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  same  month  of  Novem- 
ber. 

All  the  other  provisions  of  the  constitution,  respecting 
the  elections  and  proceedings  of  the  members  of  the  gen- 
eral court,  or  of  any  other  officers  or  persons  whatever,  that 
have  reference  to  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  as  the  com- 
mencement of  the  political  year,  shall  be  so  far  altered,  as 
to  have  like  reference  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  January. 

This  article  shall  go  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  g^lkto  oiTerauop! 
October,  next  following  the  day  when  the  same  shall  be  duly 
ratified  and  adopted  as  an  amendment  of  the  constitution ; 
and  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  counsellors,  senators, 
representatives,  and  all  other  state  officers,  who  are  annu- 
ally chosen,  and  who  shall  be  chosen  for  the  current  year, 
when  the  same  shall  go  into  operation,  shall  hold  their  re- 
spective offices  until  the  first  Wednesday  of  January  then  next 
following,  and  until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their 
stead,  and  no  longer ;  and  the  first  election  of  the  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  senators  and  representatives,  to  be 
had  in  virtue^of  this  article,  shall  be  had  conformably  there- 
unto, in  the  month  of  November  following  the  day  on  which 
the  same  shall  be  in  force  and  go  into  operation,  pursuant 
to  the  foregoing  provision. 

All  the  provisions  of  the  existing  constitution,  inconsist-  inconsistent  pro- 

.   ,       ^  .    .  1  .  .1  11  in      ■visions  annulled. 

ent  With  the  provisions  herein  contained,  are  hereby  wholly 
annulled. 

Art.  XL     Instead  of  the  third  article  of  the  bill  of  rights,  Keiigioua  free- 

T/»  •  T  T  ill  f>-  !•    dom  establislied. 

the  following  modification  and  amendment  thereoi  is  substi- 
tuted : — 

As  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  instructions  in  piety, 
religion  and  morality,  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  a  people,  and  the  security  of  a  republican  government ; 
therefore,  the  several  religious  societies  of  this  Common- 
wealth, whether  corporate  or  unincorporate,  at  any  meet- 
ing legally  warned  and  holden  for  that  purpose,  shall  ever 
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have  the  right  to  elect  their  pastors  or  relio'ious  teachers, 
to  contract  with  them  for  their  support,  to  raise  money  for 
erecting  and  repairing  houses  for  public  worship,  for  the 
maintenance  of  religious  instruction,  and  for  the  payment 
of  necessary  expenses :  and  all  persons  belonging  to  any 
religious  society  shall  be  taken  and  held  to  be  members, 
until  they  shall  file  with  the  clerk  of  such  society  a  written 
notice  declaring  the  dissolution  of  their  membership,  and 
thenceforth  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  grant  or  contract 
which  may  be  thereafter  made  or  entered  into  by  such  so- 
ciety :  and  all  religious  sects  and  denominations,  demeaning 
themselves  peaceably,  and  as  good  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth, shall  be  equally  under  the  protection  of  the  law; 
and  no  subordination  of  any  one  sect  or  denomination  to 
another  shall  ever  be  established  by  law. 

Census  of  ratable     Art.  XII.     Iu  ordcr  to  providc  for  a  representation  of  the 

polN  tn  be  taken     ,.  rt      ,  .      r^  iir»  ii  i  •       •     ^ 

in  1837.  an.i  rte  citizcus  01  tliis  Commonwealth.  founded  upon  the  principles 

cpniiially    there-  •  ii-  ,*.'* 

after.  of  equality,  a  census  oi  the  ratable  polls  in  each  city,  town 

and  district  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
shall  be  taken  and  returned  into  the  secretary's  office,  in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  shall  provide,  within  the 
month  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  in  every  tenth  year  thereafter, 
hXipTon^lTn^ed. i'l  thc  mouth  of  May,  in  manner  aforesaid:  and  each  town 
in.  xm?"'''"^"' or  city  having  three  hundred  ratable  polls  at  the  last  pre- 
ceding decennial  census  of  polls,  may  elect  one  representa- 
tive, and  for  every  four  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls,  in 
addition  to  the  first  three  hundred,  one  representative 
more. 
i^srfhantoo'rfta-  -^W  towu  haviug  Icss  than  three  hundred  ratable  polls 
^ipresMted.  ^°'''  ^hall  bc  represented  thus :  The  whole  number  of  ratable 
polls,  at  the  last  preceding  decennial  census  of  polls,  shall 
be  multiplied  by  ten,  and  the  product  divided  by  three  hun- 
dred ;  and  such  town  may  elect  one  representative  as  many 
years  within  ten  years,  as  three  hundred  is  contained  in  the 
product  aforesaid. 
fep\*l"eSted?°'^  Any  city  or  town,  having  ratable  polls  enough  to  elect  one 
or  more  representatives,  with  any  number  of  polls  beyond 
the  necessary  number,  may  be  represented,  as  to  that  surplus 
number,  by  multiplying  such  surplus  number  by  ten,  and 
dividing  the  product  by  four  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  such 
city  or  town  may  elect  one  additional  representative  as 
many  years,  within  the  ten  years,  as  four  hundred  and  fifty 
is  contained  in  the  product  aforesaid. 
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unite 
eseuta- 


Any  two  or  more  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  may,  Towismay 

•'  •'  '  into     repre! 

by  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  present  at  at'^ematncts 
legal  meeting  in  each  of  said  towns  and  districts,  respective- 
ly, called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  previous  to  the  first  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  in  which  the  decennial  census  of  polls 
shall  be  taken,  form  themselves  into  a  representative  dis- 
trict, to  continue  until  the  next  decennial  census  of  polls,  for 
the  election  of  a  representative  or  representatives  ;  and  such 
district  shall  have  all  the  rights,  in  regard  to  representation, 
which  would  belong  to  a  town  containing  the  same  number 
of  ratable  polls. 

The  governor  and  council  shall  ascertain  and  determine, ''hesoyemorana 

•^  ^  '  council  to  deter- 

within  the  months  of  July  and  Auojust,   in   the   vear  of  our  "',''«»'« 'V"::'^®'' 

.'  o  '  ./  ot  represpiitativf  s 

Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  according  i^wiu^'lfntitfe^a.'' 
to  the  foregoing  principles,  the  number  of  representatives 
which  each  city,  town  and  representative  district  is  entitled 
to  elect,  and  the  number  of  years,  within  the  period  of  ten 
years  then  next  ensuing,  that  each  city,  town  and  repre- 
sentative district,  may  elect  an  additional  representative; 
and  where  any  town  has  not  a  sufficient  number  of  polls  to 
elect  a  representative  each  year,  then,  how  many  years  with- 
in the  ten  years,  such  town  may  elect  a  representative  :  and 
the  same  shall  be  done  once  in  ten  years  thereafter,  by  the  xew   apportion- 

T  .,  1      ,1  1  f  I     ^  ^  11       •       men t  to   be  made 

governor  and  council,  and  the  number   oi  ratable  polls  in  once  m  every  ten 
each  decennial  census  of  polls,  shall  determine  the  number " 
of  representatives  which  each  city,  town  and  representative 
district  may  elect  as  aforesaid ;  and  when  the  number  of 
representatives  to   be  elected  by  each  city,  town  or  repre- 
sentative district  is  ascertained  and  determined  as  afore- 
said, the  governor  shall  cause  the   same   to  be  published 
forthwith  for  the  information  of  the  people,  and  that  number 
shall  remain  fixed  and  unalterable  for  the  period  of  ten 
years. 
All  the  provisions  of  the  existing  constitution  inconsistent  inconsistent  pro- 

.,,.1  ..  1  .  i'-T  1  1  in      visions  annulled. 

With  the    provisions    herein   contained,  are  hereby  wnolly 
annulled. 

Art.  XIII.  A  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  city  and  census  of  imiaw- 
town,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  shall  be  taken  and  returned  in"i84fl?  and"  d"*" 
into  the  secretary's  office,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  June,  ^'r,'''^},*''" ^J^jf^^^t  oi 
of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  and  of  senators  and  rep- 
every  tenth  year  thereafter;  which  census  shall  determine 
the  apportionment  of  senators  and  representatives  for  the 
term  of  ten  years. 
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fiicfs^'fiocial^l'd        '^'^^   several   senatorial  districts  now  existing,  shall  be 
permanent.         permanent.     The   senate   shall  consist  of  forty  members; 
and  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  and 
every  tenth  year  thereafter,  the  governor  and  council  shall 
assign  the  number  of  senators  to  be  chosen  in  each  district, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  same.     But, 
in  all  cases,  at  least  one  senator  shall  be  assigned  to  each 
district, 
"ntauverhow        '^^^^  mcmbers  of  the  house  of  .representatives  shall  be 
appoiiiuncd.       apportioned  in  the  following  manner:    Every  town  or  city 
containing  twelve  hundred  inhabitants,  may  elect  one  repre- 
sentative ;  and  two  thousand  four  hundred  inhabitants  shall 
be  the  mean  increasing  number,  which  shall  entitle  it  to  an 
additional  representative. 
nfpreUutedi'''''^''      Evcry  towu  Containing  less  than  twelve  hundred  inhabi- 
tants shall  be  entitled  to  elect  a  representative  as  many  times, 
wit!) in  ten  years,  as  the  number  one  hundred  and  sixty  is 
contained  in  the   number  of  the   inhabitants  of  said   town. 
Such  towns  may  also  elect  one  representative  for  the  year 
in  which  the  valuation  of  estates  within  the  Commonwealth, 
shall  be  settled. 
in'to"n"nv9omi!      ^"^y  two  or  more  of  the  several  towns  may,  by  consent  of 
live  districts.      ^  majority  of  the  legal  voters  present  at  a  legal  meeting,  in 
each  of  said  towns,  respectively,  called  for  that  purpose,  and 
held  before  the  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter, 
form  themselves  into  a  representative  district,  to  continue 
for  the  term  of  ten  years ;  and  such  district  shall  have  all 
the  rights,  in  regard  to  representation,  which  would  belong 
to  a  town  containing  the  same  number  of  inhabitants. 
f3nut?In?rndra-      "^^^^  uumbcr  of  inhabitants  which  shall  entitle  a  town  to 
tioofinorease.     elcct  ouc  representative,  and  the  mean  increasing  number, 
which  shall  entitle  a  town  or  city  to  elect  more  than  one, 
and  also  the  number  by  which  the  population  of  towns,  not 
entitled  to  a  representative  every  year,  is  to  be  divided, 
shall  be  increased,  respectively,  by  one-tenth  of  the  numbers 
above  mentioned,  whenever  the  population  of  the  Common- 
wealth shall  have  increased  to'  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand,  and  for  every  additional  increase  of  seventy  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  the  same  addition  of  one-tenth  shall  be 
made,  respectively,  to  the  said  numbers  above  mentioned. 
coun^c°uo"appor^      111  the  ycar  of  each  decennial  census,  the  governor  and 
of'rVi^sent"a"ivM  couucll  shall,  bcforc  the  first  day  of  September,  apportion 
j'neverytwr/cars  thc  numbcr  of  representatives  which  each  city,  town  and 
representative  district  is  entitled  to  elect,  and  ascertain  how 
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many  years,  within  ten  years,  any  town  may  elect  a  repre- 
sentative, which  is  not  entitled  to  elect  one  every  year ;  and 
the  governor  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published  forthwith. 

Nine  counsellors  shall  be  annually  chosen  from  among  the  ^hoTeif"from°the 
people  at  large,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January,  or  as  i'^°p^^ '^^  ^^'""^• 
soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives,  assembled  in  one  room,  v/ho  shall, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  in  like  manner,  fill  up  any  vacancies  that 
may  happen  in  the  council,  by  death,  resignation  or  other- 
wise.    No  person  shall  be  elected  a  counsellor  who  has  not  cmmieuors^"*  °^ 
been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  term  of 
five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election;  and  not  more 
than  one  counsellor  shall  be  chosen  from  any  one  senatorial 
district  in  the  Commonwealth. 

No  possession  of  a  freehold,  or  of  any  other  estate,  shall  ^,ja?mcation*not 
be  required  as  a  qualification  for  holding  a  seat  in  either  i-tquirea. 
branch  of  the  general  court,  or  in  the  executive  council. 

Aet.  XIV.     In  all  elections  of  civil  ofiicers  by  the  people  Elections  by  the 

11  pGOntG     to     t)6     DV" 

of  this   Commonwealth,  whose   election  is  provided  for  by  plurality  of  votes. 
the  constitution,  the   person  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  shall  be  deemed  and  declared  to  be  elected. 

Art.  XY.     The  meetins;  for  the  choice  of  Q;overnor,  lieu-  V^^'^.  ^^  annual 

o  rT>  !  election    of    tov- 

tenant-governor,  senators  and  representatives,  shall  be  held  eni..r and legisia- 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
annually ;  but  in  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  representatives  on 
that  day,  a  second  meeting  shall  be  holden,  for  that  purpose, 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  same  month  of  November. 

Art.  XYI.     Eight  counsellors  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  Eight  counsouors 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  quaiined  to  vote  for  ^'le people, 
governor.     The  election  of  counsellors  shall  be  determined 
by  the  same  rule  that  is  required  in  the  election  of  governor. 
The  legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  this  amendment  dSt'suti? 
shall  have  been  adopted,  and  at  its   first  session  after  the 
next  State  census  shall  have  been  taken,  and  at  its  first  ses- 
sion after  each  decennial  State  census  thereafterwards,  shall 
divide  the  Commonwealth  into  eight  districts  of  contiguous 
territory,  each  co.ntainiug  a  number  of  iuhabitants  as  nearly 
equal  as  practicable,  without  dividing  any  tow^  or  ward  of 
a  city,  and  each  entitled  to  elect  one  counsellor:  provided, 
hoioever,  that  if,  at  any  time,  the  constitution  shall  provide 
for  the  division  of  the   Commonwealth  into  forty  senatorial 
districts,  then  the  legislature  shall  so  arrange  the  counsellor 
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districts  that  each  district  shall  consist  of  five  contiguous 

senatorial  districts,  as  they  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  es- 

Qiiaiification  of   tablishcd  by  the  legislature.     No  person  shall  be  elio;ible  to 

counsellors.  irv  ii  tit  'i-  » 

the  omce  oi  counsellor  who  has  not  been  an  inhabitant  ol 

the  Commonwealth  for  the  term  of  five  years  immediately 

Day  and  manner  preceding  his   clcction.     The  dav  and  manner  of  the  clec- 

of  election,  etc.     r  n  ^ 

tion,  the  return  of  tlie  votes,  and  the  declaration  of  the  said 
elections,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  required  in  the  election 

Vacancies,  how  of  govcmor.  Wlicnevcr  thcrc  shall  be  a  failure  to  elect  the 
full  number  of  counsellors,  the  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  required  for  filling  vacancies  in  the 
senate ;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  removal  from 
the  State,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  in  like  manner,  as 
soon  as  may  be  after  such  vacancies  shall  have  happened. 

Organization  of  And  that  thcrc  mav  be  no  delay  in  tlie   or2;anization  of  the 

lUc  government.  -  •'  ,•    t 

government  on  the  first  >Veducsday  oi  January,  the  gov- 
ernor, with  at  least  five  counsellors  for  the  time  being,  shall, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  examine  tlie  returned  copies  of  the 
records  for  the  election  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor, 
and  counsellors ;  and  ten  days  before  the  said  first  Wednes- 
day in  January  he  shall  issue  his  summons  to  such  persons 
as  appear  to  be  chosen,  to  attend  on  that  day  to  be  qualified 
accordingly;  and  the  secretary  shall  lay  the  returns  before 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  on  tlie  said  first 
Wednesday  in  January,  to  bo  by  them  examined;  and  in 
case  of  the  election  of  either  of  said  officers,  the  choice  shall 
be  by  them  declared  and  published ;  but  in  case  there  shall 
be  no  election  of  either  of  said  ofiicers,  the  legislature  shall 
proceed  to  fill  such  vacancies  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
constitution  for  the  choice  of  such  ofiicers. 

f:,'r,?''°'}r*pasf,r!T      Art.  XVII.     The  secretary,  treasurer  and  receiver-gen- 
!Jl!xVl?\',?',!'^,^'"','';"- cral,  auditor,  and  attorney-general,  shall  be  chosen  aunuallv, 
t'r  people.         Qj^  ^I^Q  fjj^y  |j^  November  prescribed  for  the  choice  of  gov- 
ernor; and  each  person  then  chosen  as  such,  duly  qualified 
in  other  respects,  shall  hold  his  office   for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  third  Wednesday  in  January  next  thereafter, 
and  until  another  is  chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead.     The 
([ualification  of  the  voters,  the  manner  of  -the  election,  the 
return  of  the  votes,  and  the  declaration  of  the  election,  shall 
bo  such  as  are  required  in  the   election  of  governor.     In 
Vacancies,  how  casc  of  a  failurc  to  elect  either  of  said  officers  on  the  day  in 
November  aforesaid,  or  in  case  of  the  decease,  in  the  mean 
time,  of  the  person  elected  as   such,  such  officer  shall  be 
chosen  on  or  before  the  third  Wednesday  in  January  next 
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thereafter,  from  the  two  persons  who  had  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  said  offices  on  the  day  in  November  aforesaid, 
by  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives,  in  one 
room ;  and  in  case  the  office  of  secretary,  or  treasurer  and 
receiver-general,  or  auditor,  or  attorney-general,  shall  be- 
come vacant,  from  any  cause,  during  an  annual  Ox  pecial  ses- 
sion of  tlie  general  court,  such  vacancy  shall  in  like  manner 
be  filled  by  choice  from  the  people  at  large ;  but  if  such 
vacancy  shall  occur  at  any  other  time,  it  shall  be  supplied  by 
the  governor  by  appointment,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  council.  The  person  so  chosen  or  appointed,  duly 
qualified  in  other  respects,  shall  hold  his  office  until  his  suc- 
cessor is  chosen  and  duly  qualified  in  his  stead.     In  case  any  to  qualify  within 

.  T  .   ,  .     ,  p..  ^  .  ;     10  rtavs, otherwise 

person  chosen  or  appointed  to  either  ol  the  offices  aioresaid,  omce  to  be  deem- 

"  t^i  '  ed  vacant. 

shall  neglect,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  he  could  other- 
wise enter  upon  his  duties,  to  qualify  himself  in  all  respects 
to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  such  duties,  the  office  to 
which  he  has  been  elected  or  appointed  shall  be  deemed 
vacant.     No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  either  of  said  offices  Quaimcaiions 

Tcouisitc 

unless  he  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Comuion- 
wealth  five  years  next  preceding  his  election  or  appoint- 
ment. 

Art.  XVIII.     All  moneys  raised  by  taxation  in  the  towns  school  moneys 
and  cities  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  and  all  monevs  pUf^J  f-^r  secta- 

ri&n  schools 

which  may  be  appropriated  by  the  State  for  the  support  of 
common  schools,  shall  be  applied  to,  and  expended  in,  no 
other  schools  than  those  which  are  conducted  according  to 
law,  under  the  order  and  superintendence  of  the  authorities 
of  the  town  or  city  in  which  the  money  is  to  be  expended ; 
and  such  moneys  shall  never  be  appropriated  to  any  reli- 
gious sect  for  the  maintenance,  exclusively,  of  its  own 
schools. 

Art.  XIX.     The  legislature  shall  prescribe,  by  general  Legislature     to 
law,  for  the  election  of  sheriff's,  reaisters  of  probate,  com-  election  if  she/- 

»  i^  '  Ifl'g    r6<^i9tci's   of 

missioners  of  insolvency,  and  clerks  of  the  courts,  bv  the  probate"  etc.,  by 

*'  the  peoolc 

people  of  tlie  several  counties,  and  that  district-attorneys 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several  districts,  for 
such  term  of  office  as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe. 

[Note. — The  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  was  agreed  upon  by  delegates 

of  the  people,  in  convention,  begun  and  held  at  Cambridge,  on  the  first  day 

of  September,  1779,  and  continued  by  adjournments  to  the  second  day  of 

March,  1780,  "when  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday 
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of  the  ensuing  June.  In  the  mean  time  the  Constitution  was  submitted  to  the 
people,  to  be  adopted  b}-  them,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  votes  given  should 
be  in  the  affirmative.  Wiien  the  convention  assembled,  it  was  found  that  the 
Constitution  had  been  adopted  by  the  requisite  number  of  votes,  and  the'con- 
A'ention  accordingly  Resolved,  "  that'the  said  Constitution  or  Frame  of  Govern- 
ment shall  take  place  on  the  last  Yv'ednesday  of  October  next ;  and  not'  before, 
for  any  purpose,  save  only  for  that  of  making  elections,  agreeable  to  this  reso- 
lution." The  first  legislature  assembled  at  Boston,  on  the  twenty-fifth  da)'  of 
October,  1780. 

The  first  nine  Articles  of  Amendment  were  submitted,  by  delegates  in  con- 
vention assembled  November  lo,  1820,  to  the  people,  and  by  tiiem  approved 
and  adopted,  April  9,  1821. 

The  tenth  Article  of  Amendment  was  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of  the  politi- 
cal years  1829-30,  and  ISJO-Sl,  and  was  approved  and  ratified  by  the  people, 
May  11,  1831. 

The  eleventh  Article  of  Amendment  was  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
political  years  1832  and  1833,  and  was  approved  and  ratified  by  the  peojjle, 
November  11,  1833. 

The  twelfth  Article  of  Amejidment  was  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
political  years  1835  and  1836,  and  was  approved  and  ratified  by  the  people, 
the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  1836. 

The  thirteenth  Article  of  Amendment  was  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
political  years  1839  and  1840,  and  was  approved  and  ratified  by  the  people, 
the  sixth  day  of  April,  1840. 

The  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eighteenth  and  nineteenth 
Articles  of  Amendment  were  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of  the  political  years 
1854  and  1855,  and  ratified  by  the  people  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  1855.] 


LIST   OF  THE 

OI"V"IIL.      <3l-0"VEIR,Isris<^E3SrT 

OF   THE 

AND  OFFICERS  IMMEDIATELY  CONNECTED  THEREWITH, 
FOR  THE  POLITICAL  YEAR  1855. 


HIS      EXCELLENCY 

HENRY   J.   GARDNER, 

GOVERNOR. 


HIS      HONOR 

SIMON    BROWN, 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 


COUNCIL. 


ALBERT  H.  NELSON, 
HORACE  LYMAN, 
DAVID  DAVIS, 
BENJ.  H.  WEST, 


CHANDLER  R.  RANSOM, 
ELMER  RRIGHAM, 
JOHN  KENRICK, 
JOHN  W.  FOSTER, 


C.  D.  HUNKING. 


EPHRAIM    M.    WRIGHT, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonivealth. 
CHARLES  W.  LOVETT,  \st  Clerk.     ALBERT  L.  FERNALD,  2rf  Clerk. 

THOMAS    J.    MARSH, 

Treasurer  and  Receiver- General  of  the  Comrnonwealth, 
DANIEL  H.  ROGERS,  \st  Clerk.  H.  P.  HANSON,  2^  Clerk. 

STEPHEN    N.    GIFFORD, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 
HENRY  BLANEY,  Clerk. 

FRANCIS  M.  ADAMS, 
Messenger  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 


SENATE. 


HENRY    W.   BENCHLEY, 

PRESIDENT. 


SUFFOLK  DISTRICT. 

Lemuel  M.  Barker,  Daniel  Warren, 

Richard  Libby,  Albert  J.  Wright, 

Charles  H.  Stedman,  Sebeus  C.  Maine. 

ESSEX  DISTRICT. 

John  Batchelder,  Stephen  Huse, 

James  D.  Black,  Moses  Tennej,  Jr. 

Streeter  Evans, 

MIDDLESEX  DISTRICT. 

0.  W.  Albee,  A.  E.  Hildreth, 

Elihu  C.  Baker,  David  K.  Plitchcock, 

John  A.  Buttrick,  Z.  L.  Raymond. 

WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 

Henry  W.  Benchley,  Jabez  Fisher, 

Albert  A.  Cook,  Alvan  G.  Underwood. 

Edward  Denny, 

HAMPSHIRE  DISTRICT. 

Francis  DeWitt,  Charles  K.  Hawkes. 

HAMPDEN  DISTRICT. 

William  0.  Fletcher,  Gilbert  Pillsbury. 
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FRANKLIN  DISTRICT. 


Erastus  Andrews. 


BERKSHIRE  DISTRICT. 
Billings  Palmer,  Andrew  A.  Richmond. 

NORFOLK  DISTRICT. 

James  E.  Carpenter,  Benjamin  F.  White. 

Bradford  K.  Peirce, 

BRISTOL  DISTRICT. 

Joseph  E.  Dawley,  Ambrose  Vincent. 

Simon  W.  Robinson, 

PLYMOUTH  DISTRICT. 

Robert  B.  Hall,  James  W.  Ward. 

BARNSTABLE  DISTRICT. 

Sylvester  Baxter,  Lewis  L.  Sellew. 

NANTUCKET  AND  DUKES  CO.  DISTRICT. 
Ivory  PI.  Lucas. 


PETER  L.  COX,   Clerk. 
W.  E.  P.  HASKELL,  Assistant  Clerk. 
Rev.  LYMAN  WHITING,   Chaplain. 
BENJAMIN  STEVENS,  Sergeant- at- Arms. 
WILLIAM  M.  WISE,  Door-keeper. 
JOHN  A.  SARGENT,  Assistant  Door-keeper. 
WILLIAM  SAYWARD,  Postmaster. 
TILSON  FULLER.  Messen.^er. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIYES. 


DANIEL    C.    EDDY, 

SPEAKER. 


COUNTY   OP   SUFFOLK. 

Boston,  Elizur  Baldwin, 

George  F.  Bigelow, 
Samuel  A.  Bradbury, 
John  D.  Brayton, 
David  Bryant, 
*  George  Cannon, 
George  P.  Clapp, 
John  M.  Clark, 
Morrill  Cole, 
James  H.  Collins, 
Micah  Dyer,  Jr., 
James  E,  Farwell, 
Jonas  Fitch, 
John  S.  H.  Fogg, 
James  C.  Folsom, 
William  E.  French, 
Nathaniel  M.  George, 
J.  Proctor  Haskins, 
Edward  W.  Hinks, 
*  Joseph  Hiss, 

Merrill  C,  Johnson, 
Stephen  Lovell, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXTATIVES. 
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Boston, 


Chelsea, 

North  Chelsea, 
Winthrop, 


Nehemiah  P.  Mann, 
Julian  0.  Mason, 
Watson  Gr.  Mayo, 
Abel  B.  Munroe, 
John  R.  MuUin, 
Stephen  G.  Nash, 
Samuel  Neal, 
Jonathan  Peirce, 
Charles  A.  Phelps, 
Nathaniel  Binsr, 
James  G-.  Sanderson, 
Stephen  L.  Saw\er, 
Charles  W.  Slack, 
James  W.  Stone, 
John  L.  Swift, 
Luther  L.  Tarbell, 
David  Thayer, 
Mical  Tubbs, 
Edward  A.  Vose, 
Levi  Wilkins, 
George  F.  Williams, 
Francis  B.  Winter. 
Samuel  Batchelder, 
*  Charles  E.  Webster. 
Benjamin  H.  Dewing. 


Ameshury, 
Andover, 

Beverly, 

B oxford, 

Bradford, 

Danvers, 


COUNTY    OF    ESSEX. 

Charles  L.  Rowell. 
Daniel  Carleton, 
William  Jenkins. 
John  B.  Hill, 
William  Porter. 

William  Hall. 
Israel  W.  Andrews, 
Francis  Dodge, 
Joseph  Jacobs. 
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Essex, 

Georgetown, 

Gloucester, 

Groveland, 

Hamilton, 

Haverhill, 

Ipswich, 
haiorence, 


Lynn, 


Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 

Marhlehead, 

Methuen, 

Middleton, 

Nahant, 

Newbiuy, 

Newb^iryport, 


North  Andover, 
Rockport, 
Roioley, 
Salem, 


John  Prince. 

A.  B.  Noyes. 
'   Charles  C.  Pettingell, 

John  S.  Webber. 

Nathan  Perley,  Jr. 

William  McK.  Smith. 

Elbridge  W.  Chase, 

Jesse  Simonds. 

Augustus  C.  Carey. 

John  Gale, 

Benjamin  Harding, 

James  R.  Johnson. 

Francis  E.  Andrews, 

Thomas  Chapman, 

James  S.  Lewis, 
'^  James  Lyon. 

George  A.  Brown. 
Simon  Lamprell, 
Thomas  F.  White. 
John  L.  Blaisdell. 
Benjamin  Averill. 

Hermon  D.  Rogers. 
William  H.  Huse, 
Daniel  M.  Reed, 
Joshua  D.  Robinson. 

Benjamin  Parsons,  Jr. 
Daniel  H.  Hale. 
George  H.  Devereux, 
Samuel  G.  Jones, 
Eben  W.  Kimball, 
John  Kinsman, 
John  W.  Russell, 
J.  Lovett  Whipple. 


t  Incorporated  1855. 
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Salisbury, 

Satigus, 

South  Danve.rs;\ 

Swampscoit, 

Topsfield, 

Wen  ham, 

West  Neiobury, 


Robert  Rich. 
Richard  Mansfield. 


Nathaniel  Conant. 
Orren  Mildram. 


Acton, 

Ashhy, 

Ashland, 

Bedford, 

Billerica, 

Boxhorough, 

Brighton, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 


Carlisle, 
Charlestown, 


Chelmsford, 

Concord, 

Dracut, 

Dunstable, 

Framingham, 

Groton, 

Mollis  ton, 

Hopkinton, 


COUNTY    OP    MIDDLESEX. 

Joseph  Noyes. 

William  M.  Thayer. 

Charles  H.  Hill. 

*    Nathaniel  Martin. 

David  S.  Buck, 
George  Fisher, 
Oliver  T.  Leighton, 
Stephen  Smith, 
John  M.  S.  Williams. 
Amos  T.  Munroe. 
J.  Q.  A.  Griffin, 
C.  II.  J.  Hatnlen, 
Francis  M.  Manon, 
Jeremiah  S.  R.emick, 
Etjward  R.  Rohiason. 
Edwin  Josselyn. 
Ephrairn  W.  Bull. 
Josiph  B.  V.  Coburn. 

Josiah  H.  Temple. 
John  W.  Parker. 
George  Batchelder. 
John  A.  Fitch. 


t  Incorporated  1855. 
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Lexingto7i, 
Lincoln, 
Littleton, 
Lowell, 


Maiden, 

Marlborough, 

Medford, 

Melrose, 

Natick, 

Neioton, 

North  Reading, 

Pepperell, 

Reading, 

Sherhorn, 

Shirley, 

Somerville, 

South  Reading, 

Sto7ieham, 

Stoive, 

Sudbury, 

Tewksbury, 

Toionsend, 

Tyngsborough, 

Walt  ham,     v 

Watertoion, 

Wayland, 

West  Cambridge, 

Westford, 


Curtis  Cutler. 


Walter  Burnham, 
Ransom  Clifford, 
Weare  Clifford, 
Daniel  C.  Eddy, 
Stedman  W.  Hanks, 
Horace  Howard, 
Jeremiah  P.  Jewett, 
Josiali  G.  Peabody, 
Henry  Phelps,  Jr., 
Samuel  A.  Waters. 
William  J.  Eames. 
Lewis  T.  Frye. 
Jonathan  Oldham. 
John  Yiall. 
Nathaniel  Smith. 
Marshall  S.  Rice, 
Horace  R.  Wetherell. 

Sumner  Carter. 
Nathan  P.  Pratt. 
Malachi  Babcock. 
William  Taylor. 
James  M.  Shute. 
James  M.  Sweetser. 
J.  Parker  Gould. 
Ephraim  Hale. 

John  E.  Wood. 
B.  E.  Wetherbee. 
Lowell  Lawrence. 
Samuel  0.  Upbam. 
George  Frazar. 

George  Hill. 
Luther  Prescott. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Weston, 
Wilmington, 
Winchester, 
Woburn, 


Ashhurnham, 
Athol, 
Auburn, 
Barre, 

Berlin, 

Blackstone, 

Bolton, 

Boytston, 

Brookfield, 

Charlton, 

Clinton, 

Dana, 

Douglas, 

Dudley, 

Fitchburg, 

Gardner, 

Grafton, 

Hardwick, 

Harvard, 

Holden, 

Hubbardston, 

Lancaster, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Lii?ienburg,' 

Mendon, 

Milford, 

Millbury,    ' 

NeiD  Braintree, 

Northborough, 

Northbridge, 


Cephas  Church. 
William  T.  Grammer. 


COUNTY    OF    WORCESTER. 


Edward  S.  Flint. 
Laban  Morse. 
Emorj  Stone. 
George  M.  Buttrick. 

John  S.  Haradon. 
Henry  Whitcomb. 

Sumner  Bartlett. 
Alfred  Mower. 
James  Inoalls. 
D.  T.  Vining. 
Jeremiah  B.  Luther. 

Judson  S.  Brown, 
Moses  G.  Lyon. 
John  M.  Moore. 
Samuel  C.  Flagg. 
James  P.  Lynde. 
Caleb  S.  Gerry. 
William  C.  Metcalf. 
Leonard  Clark. 
Francis  F.  Husscy. 
John  D.  Cogswell. 
Alanson  Richardson. 
George  D.  Brown. 
Royal  M.  Wheelock. 
Herman  H.  Bowers. 
Nehemiah  P.  Smith. 
Amory  Felton. 
John  B.  Crawford. 
Washington  White, 
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North  Brookfield, 

Oakham, 

Oxford, 

Paxton, 

Petersham, 

Phillipston, 

Princeton, 

Royalston, 

Rutland, 

Shrewsbury, 

Soutfiborough, 

Southbridge, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Sturbridge, 

Sutton, 

Templetofi, 

Upton, 

Ux  bridge, 

Warren, 

Webster, 

Westborongh, 

West  Boylston, 

West  Brookfield, 

Westminster, 

Winchendon, 

Worcester, 


Albert  L.  Poland. 
David  S.  Ross. 
James  M.  Sandford. 
Simon  G.  Harrin'gton. 


Sewall  G.  Mirick. 
Tarrant  Cutler. 
Charles  M.  Temple. 
Lucius  S  Allen. 
Ezekiel  D.  Rockwood. 
William  C.  Barnes. 

J.  S.  Butterick. 
Simeon  F.  Marsh. 
Alanson  A.  Lombard. 
Frederick  Parker. 
Velorous  Taft. 
Cyrus  G.  V/ood. 
Joseph  Ramsdcll,  Jr. 
George  H.  Bacon. 
Benjamin  Boynton. 
David  C.  Murdock. 
William  R.  Thomas. 
Edward  Kendall. 
John  L.  Reed. 
Harrison  Bliss, 
Daniel  E.  Chapin, 
Waterman  A.  Fisher, 
Austin  L.  Rogers, 
Putman  W.  Taft. 


Amherst, 
Belcher  town, 
Chesterfield, 
Cummington, 
Easthampton, 


COUNTY    OF   HAMPSHIRE. 

Benjamin  F.  Smith. 
Lorin  L.  Tower. 
Seth  Warner. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Enfield, 

GosJien, 

Graiihy, 

Greenwich, 

Hadley, 

Hatfield, 

Hunting  ton, i' 

Middlefield, 

Northampton, 

Norwich,']' 

Pelhani, 

Plain  field, 

Prescott, 

South  Hadley, 

Southampton, 

Ware, 

Westhawpton, 

Williams  burs; 

Worthington, 


BeDJamiii  J.  House. 
Levi  Stockbridjre. 


Amos  W.  Cross4 
Charles  P.  Huntington, 
Oliver  Warner. 
Thomas  Ring. 
Riifus  Grout. 

William  H.  Winter. 
Warren  L.  Waterman. 
Stephen  Lyman. 
Freeman  W.  Dickinson. 

Erastus  Graves. 
Granville  B.  Hall. 


COUNTY   OP   HAMPDEN. 


Agawam,^ 
Blandford, 
Brim  field, 
Chester, 
Chicopee, 


Granville, 

Holland, 

Holyoke, 

Longmeadow, 

Ludlow, 


Paul  W,  Paio-e. 
Otis  Taylor. 
Guy  Davenport, 
Loman  A.  Moody, 
Erastus  Stebbins. 
James  P.  Cooley. 

Arba  C.  Slater. 
Rial  Strickland. 
Jerre  Miller. 


tName  of  Norwich  changed  to  Huntington,  1855, 
%  In  place  of  Milton  Combs,  deceased. 
§  Incorporated  1855, 
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Monson, 

Montgomery, 

Palmer, 

Russell, 

Southwick, 

Springjield, 


Tolland, 

Wales, 

Westjield, 

West  SpringjieM, 

Wilbraham, 


Nelson  F.  Rogers. 

Elijah  G.  Murdock. 

Heman  Laflin. 
William  Bodurtha, 
Alanson  Hawley, 
William  Foster, 
Thomas  W.  Wason. 
Hiram  C.  Brown. 
Elijah  Shaw. 
Derrick  N.  Goff. 
Samuel  D.  Warriner. 
John  W.  Lano;don. 


COUNTY    OF   FKANKLIN. 


Ashjield, 

Bernardstoti, 

E.  S.  Hulburt. 

Buckland, 

Luther  Bullard. 

Charlemont, 

Ansel  L.  Tyler. 

Coleraine, 

Conway, 

E.  F.  Ames. 

Deerjield, 

"'^Luther  B.  Lincoln, 

Erving, 

Gill, 

Greenfield, 

• 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

George  Clapp. 

Neil)  Salem, 

Charles  A.  Perry. 

Northfield, 

Samuel  S.  Holton. 

Orange, 

Stephen  Emory. 

Rowe, 

Shelburne, 

Samuel  T.  Field. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Shiiteshury, 

Sunderland, 

Warwick, 

Wendell, 

Whately, 


Samuel  W.  White. 


James  E.  Clark. 
Edwin  Bard  well. 


COUNTY    OP    BEEKSHIEE. 


Adams, 


Alford, 

Becket, 

Cheshire, 

Clarksburg, 

Dalton, 

Egremont, 

Florida, 

Great  Barrington, 

Hancock, 

Hinsdale, 

Laneshoroiigh, 

Lee, 

Lenox, 

Monterey^ 

Mount  Washington, 

New  Ashford, 

Ne7V  Marlborough, 

Otis, 

Pern, 

Pittsfield, 

Richmond, 

Sandisfield, 

Savoy, 

Sheffield, 

Stockbridge, 

Tyringham, 

Washington, 

West  Stockbridge, 


Lansing  Allen, 
Edwin  F.  Jenks. 
James  Shead. 
Mark  P.  Carter. 
"William  G.  Waterman. 


Abner  Brown. 

Calvin  Rood. 
Rufus  L.  Mason. 
Francis  Watkins. 
Mason  S.  Palmer. 
Edward  S.  May. 
William  A.  Phelps. 


Charles  T.  Barker, 
Charles  Churchill. 
Henry  B.  Stevens. 
Hosea  G.  Hulbert. 
Harmon  Snow. 
Graham  A.  Root. 
Frederick  W.  Carter. 

Alson  Bills. 
Moro;an  L.  Bousjhton. 
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Williamstow7i, 
Windsor', 


Edwin  F.  Gray. 
James  L.  White. 


Bellingham, 

Braintree, 

Brookline, 

Canton, 

Cohasset, 

Dedham, 

Dorchester, 

Dover, 

Foxhoroiigh, 

Franklin, 

Medfield, 

Medioaij, 

Milton, 

Needham, 

Quincy, 

Randolph, 
Roxbury, 


Sharon, 
Stoughton, 
Walpole, 
Weymouth, 

West  Roxbnry, 
Wrentham, 


COUNTY    OF    NORFOLK. 

Chares  Cook,  2d. 
William  R.  Penniman. 
David  Wilder,  Jr. 
George  Capen. 
Edward  Tower. 
Curtis  G.  Morse. 
Gustavus  E.  Haynes, 
John  Mears,  Jr. 

John  Littlefield. 
Seneca  Hills. 
Isaac  Fiske. 
Albert  Thwing. 
J.  Wesley  Martin. 
Lauren  Kingsbur}^. 
Wyman  Abercrombie, 
Thomas  C.  Webb. 
J.  White  Belcher. 
Cliristopher  Marsh, 
William  B.  May, 
Horatio  G.  Morse, 
William  S.  Kincr, 
Jerahmeel  C.  Pratt, 
Joseph  H.  Streeter. 
Charles  T.  Howard. 
Abel  T.  Upham. 
Harvey  Bojden,  2d. 
Daniel  Djer, 
Abner  Holbrook. 

Benjamin  Hawes. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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COUNTY    OF   BRISTOL. 


Attlehorough, 

Berkley, 

Dartmouth, 

Digliton, 

Easton, 

Fairliaven, 

Fall  River, 


Freetown, 
Mansfield, 
New  Bedford, 


Norto7i, 

Paiotucket, 

RaynJiam, 

Rehohoth, 

Seekonk, 

Somerset, 

Sioanzey, 

Taunton, 


Westjjort, 


Charles  Craven. 
Walter  D.  Nicliols. 
Nathaniel  Potter,  Jr. 
Isaac  Hathaway. 
Harrison  T.  Mitchell. 
Daniel  J.  Lewis. 
Benjamin  H.  Davis, 
Asa  P.  French, 
Daniel  Leonard, 
Jonathan  E.  Morrill. 
Job  Terry. 
John  Rogers. 
Tilson  B.  Denham, 
Caleb  L.  Ellis, 
George  G.  GifFord, 
Edward  Milliken, 
Asa  R.  Nye. 
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Rufus  S.  Pope. 
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Chatham,  Richard  Gould. 

Dennis,  Joshua  C.  Howes. 
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HENRY  A.  MARSH,  Clerk. 

STEPHEN  N.  GIFFORD,  Assistant  Clerk. 

Rev.  J.  H.  TWOMBLY,  Chaplain., 

BENJAMIN  STEVENS,  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

ALEXIS  POOLE,  Door-7ieeper. 
AUGUSTUS  LOTHROP,  Messetiffer. 
EDMUND  S.  BRIGHAM,  Assistant  Messenger: 
WILLIAM  SAYWARD,  Fostmasfei: 
JOSEPH  P.  DEXTER,  Jr.,  Page. 
AMASA  H.  TOLMAN,  Assistant  Page. 
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Secretary's  Office,  August  1,  1855. 

I  HEREBY  CERTIFY  that  thc  printed  Acts,  Resolves,  &c., 
contained  in  this  pamphlet,  arc  true  copies  of  thc  originals. 

EPHRAIM   M.   WRIGHT, 

Secretary  of  the  Cominoriwealth. 
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pagate and  take,  in  the  Brook  running  into  Cove  Creek, 
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"      Lynn  Five  Cents  Savings,  to  incorporate,  . 
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Bituminous  or  Mineral  Coal,  to  regulate  the  sale  of,         . 
Black,  M.,  Jr.,  and  Company,  authorized  to  extend  their  "Wharf, 
Blind,  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  Asylum,  Resolve  in  favor  of, 
Bonds,  Executors',  relative  to  Filing,        ..... 
Books,  Resolve  concerning  the  procurement  of,  for  the  use  of  the  Inmates 
of  various  Public  Charitable  Institutions, 

"       School,  concerning, 
Boston  Bagging  Corapanj'-,  relating  to,     . 

"        and  Chelsea  Railroad  Company,  concerning, 

"        City  of,  authorized  to  build  a  Bridge, 

"  "       part  of  Dorchester  annexed  to,     . 
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Organs,     '      . 
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"  "  and  Back  Bay,  Commissioners,  to  change  the  Title  of,  . 

"       ■    "  "  "  Resolves  in  favor  of  giv- 

ing additional  powers  to,         . 
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"  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation,  time  extended  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  Branch  Railroad  into  Boston, 

"        and  Maine  RaiU-oad  authorized  to  amend  and  refile  its  location,  . 

"  and  Maine  Railroad  Bridge  across  Charles  and  Miller's  Rivers, 
respecting,      ....... 

'*        JIutual  Benefit  Association,  to  incorporate, 

"        and  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company,  concerning,  . 

"  "  "      Railroad   Company   authorized  to   issue 

Preferred  Stock, 

"  '*  "      Raikoad   Company,    to   issue   Preferred 

Stock,  in  addition  to  Act  author- 
izing, 

•'        and  St.  John  Navigation  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"        Sewing  Machine  Company,  to  change  the  Name  of, 

•'        Veterinary  Institute,  to  incorporate, 

"        Wharf  Company,  concerning, 
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Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  to  incorpo- 
rate,   .........  Page  601 

Boundary  Line  between  Northampton  and  Easthampton,  Resolves  for 

the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  to  establish,     .  945 

"  "       between  Sandisfield  and  Tolland,  defining  a  portion  of,  755 

Boimds  at  the  termination  and  angles  of  Roads,  compelling  the  erection  of,  552 

Bounty  of  the  State,  concerning  Agricultural  Societies  which  receive,  .  705 

Bowling  Alleys  and  Billiard  Rooms,  to  regulate,  .  .  .  825 

Branch  Railroad  into  the  City  of  Boston,  by  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
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protect,  ........  518 

Bridge  over  Acushnet  River  in  New  Bedford,  in  addition  to  Act  incor- 
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"       of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  across  Charles  and  Miller's 

Rivers,  respecting,      .  .  .  .  .  .  761 

"       across  Charles  and  Miller's  Rivers,  Eastern  Railroad  Company  to 

widen,  .......  764 

<'       Charles  River,  authorizing  the  obtaining  of  Land  or  Pier  Wharf 

for  the  purpose  of  widening,  .....  776 

<<       Charles  River,  and  the  Warren,  relative  to,  .  .  .  671 

"       City  of  Boston  to  build,    .  .  .  .  .  .  804 

«'      East  Boston  Eree,  to  establish,      .....  737 

<'      Essex  Merrimac,  concerning,  .  .  •  .  .  756 

"      Hancock  Eree,  Directors  of  the  Corporation  axithorized  to  release 
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to  fill  up,        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  544 

"       over  Mystic  River,  County  Commissioners  of  Middlesex  to  con- 
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Bridge,  Warren,  relative  to,  ....  . 

"      Warren,  and  the  Charles  River,  relative  to, 
"       Company,  South  Hadley  Tails,  to  continue  in  force  Act  incorpo 
rating,  ....... 
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Bridgewater  State  Almshouse,  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Inspectors,  and 
Levi  L.  Goodspeed,    ...... 

Brighton  Market  Bank,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of,  . 
Brimfield,  Free  Grammar  School  in,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of, 
Bristol,  County  of,  relating  to  Court  of  Common  Pleas  "when  held  in  and 
for,    ...... 

"  "        Commissioners  of,  authorized  to  borrow  Money  to  en 

large  and  repair  the  Jail  and  House  of  Correction  in  New  Bedford, 
Brookline  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Brown,  Abraham,  Resolve  on  Petition  of,  .  .  . 

"      Ephraim,  to  build  a  Wharf  in  Marblehead, 
Buildings,  Wooden,  in  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  regulating  the  ercc 
tion  of,  ......  . 

Bu#al  Ground  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Priends  in  New  Bedford 
concerning,     ....... 

Burials  and  Burying  Grounds,  concerning. 
By  Laws  of  Cities  and  Towns,  relating  to,  .  .  . 

"        and  Ordinances  of  Cities  and  Towns,  relating  to, 
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Cambridge  Cemetery,  relating  to,  .... 

"  City  of,  and  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  authorized  to 

make  solid  the  Bridge  at  the  junction  of  Har 
vard  Street  with  the  Causeway  of  said  Corpora 
tion,        .  .  . 

"  "       and  the  Town  of  Somerville  authorized  to  iill  up 

Miller's  Creek  Bridge,    . 
"  "      part  of  the  Town  of  Watei-town  annexed  to, 

"  Railroad  Company,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning,    . 

"  "  "  "  "       incorporating, 

Cambridgeport,  certain  Lands  in.  Directors  of  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Cor 
poration  authorized  to  release, 
"  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate. 

Canal  Company,  Great  Pond,  to  incorporate. 
Canals  and  Upper  Locks  in  the  County  of  Hampslure,  Proprietors  au 

thorized  to  sell  their  Lands  and  Water-Power, 
Cape  Ann,  Bank  of,  in  Gloucester,  to  incorporate. 
Cape  Cod,  Bank  of,  to  incorporate,  .... 

"         Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate, 
"         Harbor,  Resolves  in  relation  to  the  preservation  of,    . 
"         Telegraph  Company,  to  incorporate,    ... 
Carruth,  Thomas  H.,  to  extend  his  Whaxf  in  the  Town  of  Chelsea, 
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Cemetery,  Cambridge,  relating  to,  •  .  .  .  .  Page  520 

"         Forest  Hills,  to  confirm  Titles  to  Lands  in,     .  .  .  604 

"         Woodlawn,  concerning,  and  Deeds  of  Lots  therein,    .  .  658 

Census,  Decennial,  to  secure,        ...  ...  835 

Change  of  Names,  .  .  .    '         .  .  .  .  931 

Channel  through  Scituate  Beach,  George  H.  Weatherbee  and  others, 

authorized  to  cut,        .....  .  .  605 

Chaplains  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  Kesolve  for  the 

pay  of,  .......  .  947 

Charitable  Funds  given  or  bequeathed  to  Cities  and  Towns,  concerning 

Trustees  of,  .  .  .  .  .  .  708 

•'  Institutions,  Public,  concerning  the  procurement  of  Books 

for  the  use  of  the  Inmates, 
"  Society,  Union,  Resolve  on  Petition  of, 

Charles  and  Miller's  Rivers,  Bridge  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad 

across,  respecting, 
"  "  "         across,  Eastern  Railroad  authorized 

to  Aviden,         ....... 

Charles  River  Bridge,  authorizing  the  obtaining  of  Land  or  Pier  Wharf 
"  for  the  purjiose  of  widening,  . 

"  and  the  Warren  Bridges,  in  relation  to,     . 

"  Railroad  Company,  further  to  extend  their  Line,  . 

"  '*  *'  authorized  to  change  their  Location 

and  extend  their  Line,     . 
"  "  "  to  extend  the  Time  for  constructing, 

Charlestown  Dock  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"  Sidewalks  in  the  City  of,  in  addition  to  Act  regulating, 

'•  and  Somerville,  Bridge  between,  Fitchbiu-g  Railroad  au 

thorized  to  widen  and  make  solid,     .... 

Charter,  City  of  Lawrence,  to  amend,     ■  . 

♦'        of  the  Lexington  and  West  Cambridge  Railroad  Corporation,  to 
amend,         ...... 

"        of  the  Merchants'  Insurance  Company,  in  Boston,  to  extend, 
"        of  the  Merrimack  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  renew 
"        of  the  Mystic  River  Railroad  Company,  to  extend, 
Cheats  and  Frauds,  certain,  to  punish,      .... 

Chelsea  Savings  Bank,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating, . 
*'      Police  Court  in  Town  of,  to  establish, 
"  "  "  in  addition  to  Act  establishing, 

Chicopee,  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of,  to  establish, 
Children,  Attendance  of,  at  School,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning. 
Children  authorized  to  attend  School  in  an  adjoining  Town, 

"         Employment  of,  in  Manufacturing  Establishments,  in  addition 
to  Act  concerning,      ...... 

Chilmark,  Fisheries  in  the  Town  of,  to  protect,    . 

Choate,  David,  Resolve  in  favor  of,  . 

Christian  Association,  Lowell  Young  Men's,  to  incorporate. 

Church,  First  Baptist  in  Swanzey,  authorized  to  sell  Real  Estate, 

Cities  and  Towns,  By-Laws  of,  relating  to,  . 
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Cities  and  Towns,  Charitable  Funds  given  or  bequeathed  to,  concerning 
Trustees  of,  ....  . 

«'  "  Resolve  for  refunding  certain  Fines,  Penalties  and 

Forfeitures,  ..... 

"  "  to  incorporate,  at  their  election,  into  Mutual  Fire  In- 

surance Companies,  .... 

"  «'  Ordinances  and  By-Laws  of,  relating  to, 

"  "  authorized  to  establish  Sidewalks, 

City  Bank,  Worcester,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of,   . 
City,  County  and  Town  Officers,  for  the  punishment  of  Embezzlement  by. 
City  Hotel  in  Worcester,  Proprietors  of,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating. 
Classification  of  State  Paupers,  providing  for,      .... 

Clifton,  John,  authorized  to  extend  his  Wharf,    .... 

Clock  Company,  Boston  Electric,  and  the  New  England  Magnetic  Alarm 
^Manufacturing  Company,  to  unite  under  the  name  of  the  Electric 
Power  Company,        ...... 

Coal,  Anthracite,  Bituminous  or  Mineral,  regulating  the  sale  of, 

"     Foreign,  Resolve  relating  to  duties  on. 
Coal  and  Mining  Company,  Massachusetts,  to  change  the  Name  and  ex 
tend  the  Mining  Privileges  of.  ...  . 

Collateral  Securit}%  sale  or  disposition  of,  to  prevent. 
Collegiate  Institute,  Ladies',  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,     . 
Colony  Records  of  New  Plymouth  and  Jilassachusetts,  concerning, 
Commercial  Insurance   Company  of  Nantucket,  to  reduce  the  Capital 
Stock  of,         ......  . 

Commercial  Paper,  relative  to  Days  of  Grace  on,  in  certain  cases. 
Commissioner  to  attend  the  Exposition  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations 

to  be  held  at  Pai"is,  in  May,  1855,  Resolve  for  appointment  of, 
Commissioners,  Ahen  Passengers  and  State  Paupers,  in  addition  to  Act 
appointing  a  Board  of,  . 

"  Boston  Harbor  and  Back  Bay,  to  change  the  Title  of, 

"  "  "  "      Resolve  in  favor  of  giv 

ing  additional  powers  to,      . 
"  County,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning,  . 

"  '<       of  Bristol,  aiithorized  to  borx'ow  Money  to  en- 

large and  repair  Jail  and  House  of  Correc- 
tion in  New  Bedford, 
<•  "of  Middlesex  authorized  to   borrov/  a  further 

sum  of  150,000,     .  .  .  . 

<•  "        of  Middlesex,  authorized  to  layout  a  Highway 

and  construct  a  Bridge  over  Mystic  River, 
in  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,  . 
"  Insurance,  to  establish  a  Board  of,  . 

"  "  Resolve  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of, 

"  Pilot,  to  establish  a  Board  of,      .  .  .  . 

"  to  establish  the  Boundary  Line  between  Northampton 

and  Easthampton,  Resolves  for  ajipointment  of, 
Committee,  Prudential,  concerning  the  fiUing  of  vacancies  in,    . 
Committees  of  the  Legislature,  Accounts  of,  in  relation  to, 
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Committees,  School,  concerning  the  duties  of,  to  amend  the  2d  section 

of  the  223d  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  1846, 

<'  "        concerning  the  duties  of,  in  Signing  School  Returns 

Common  Nuisances,  certain,  for  the  suppression  of,         . 

Common  Pleas,  Court  of,  when  held  in  and  for  the  County  of  Bristol 

relating  to,' 

"  "  "     Justices,  relative  to,     . 

"  "  "     and  the  Supreme  Judicial,  in  the  County  of 

Essex,  concerning  the  places  of  holding  certain  terms  of, 

Companies  disbanded  by  General  Order  Number  Two,  1855,  llcsolve 

in  favor,         ....... 

Congregational  Society  of  Provincetown,  First,  aiithorizcd  to  sell  Ileal 
Estate,  ....... 

Consolidation  and  Arrangement  of  the  General  Statutes^of  the  Common' 
Avealth,  llesolve  providing  for,  .... 

Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Constitution,  Proposed  Articles  of  Amendment  of.  Resolves  relating  to 
Constitution,  Proposed  Articles  of  Amendment  of,  concerning  the  Noti- 
fications of  ileetings  to  which  are  to  be  submitted,  . 
Constitution,  Proposed  Articles  of  Amendment  of,  Resolves  relative  to 

the  Meetings  to  which  are  to  be  submitted,  . 
Constitution  Wharf  Company,  to  incorporate,     . 
Contracts,  Written,  relative  to  the  Specific  Performance  of. 
Conveyances  and  Devises  of  Estates  for  Religious  Purposes,  in  relation  to, 
Conway  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  addition  to  Act 

incorporating,  .  .  .      '        . 

Cook,  William,  authorized  to  extend  his  Wharf, 
Copper  Company,  Revere,  to  increase  their  Capital  Stock, 
Cordage  Company,  Day,  authorized  to  increase  Capital  Stock,     . 

'<  "  Plymouth,  authorized  to  increase  their  Capital  Stock 

Corn,  Wheat  and  other  Grain,  and  Meal,  regulating  the  sale  of, 

"  "  "  "  «  '<  "  supple- 

mentary Act,  ...... 

Corporations,  certain,  to  make  Returns  to  Assessors,  in  addition  to  Act 
requiring,       ....... 

Corporations,  Manufacturing,  concerning, 

"  Organization  of,  relating  to,  .    -         . 

♦«  Seals  of,  relating  to,  ...  . 

Council,  Legislature  and  Offices  in  the  State  House,  Resolve  for  the 
payment  of  the  Contingent  Expenses  for  the  year  1855, 
"        Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  Resolves  providing  for 
the  pay  of,  . 
Counterfeiting,  for  the  prevention  of,         • 
County,  City  and  Town  Officers,  for  the  punishment  for  Embezzlement  by, 
"       Commissioners,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning,    . 
"  "  of  Bristol  authorized  to  borrow  Money  to  en- 

large and  repair  the  Jail  and  House  of 
Correction  in  New  Bedford, 
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County  Commissioners  of  Middlesex  authorized  to  borrow   a  further 

sum  of  .$50,000,     ....   Page  903 

"  "  of  Middlesex  authorized  to  lay  out  a  Highwaj', 

and  construct  a  Bridge  over  Mystic  River 

in  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,               .  516 

"      Taxes,  Resolve  granting,              .             .            .             .            .  053 

"       Treasurers  and  Registers  of  Deeds,  concerning  the  Election  of,  549 
Courts  authorized  to  sentence  certain  persons  to  the  Hospital  at  Rains- 
ford  Island,      .             .             .             .             .             .             .  525 

"       restricted  from  exercising  Jurisdiction  in  cases  of  Naturalization,  513 

"       in  the  County  of  Worcester,  relative  to  time  of  holding,              .  G23 
Cove  Creek,  in  ilarshfield,  William  Eames  authorized  to  propagate  and 

take  Herrings  or  Alewives  in  the  Brook  running  into,           .             .  726 

Creditors,  Attachment  of  Real  Estate  con-^yed  in  Fraud  of,  relating  to,  869 

Criminal  Cases,  concerning  Bail  in,           .....  oSo 

"        Law,  to  establish  an  additional  District  for  the  administration  of,  691 

"        Proceedings,  Delays  and  Expense  in,  to  prevent,           .             .  606 


D. 

Daily  Reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools,  to  secure,       .             .  810 
Dam  across  Mill  Creek,  John  Jenkins  and  others  authorized  to  erect,      .  695 
Dams  and  Dikes,  Edmund  T.  Dana  and  others  authorized  to  construct,  805 
Damages,  concerning  Assessment  of,  for  Mortgaged  Land  taken  for  Rail- 
roads,             ........  666 

Dafia,  Edmund  T.  and  others,  authorized  to  construct  Dams  and  Dikes 

in  Cambridge,  .......  805 

Danvers  and  Beverly,  Fisheries  in  the  Towns  of,  to  protect,      •  .  .  620 

■   "        Fire  Depai'tmcnt  of  the  Town  of,  amendatory  to  the  Act  estab- 
lishing, and   in  addition  to  Act    incorporating  Town  of 

South  Danvers,        .  .  .  .  .  .  861 

"        and  Georgetown  and  NeAvbui'yport  Railroad  Companies,  con- 
cerning,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  501 

"        Railroad,  sale  of,  authorized,       .  .  .  .  .  519 

"  "         Company,  concerning,  ....  495 

DarroAV,  Ira,  authorized  to  construct  a  Marine  Railway,  .  .  618 

Day  Cordage  Com^jany  authorized  to  increase  Capital  Stock,       .  .  586 

Days  of  Grace  on  Commercial  Paper,  in  certain  cases,  relative  to,  .  549  • 

Deaths,  Births  and  Marriages,  in  the  State  Almshouses,  Registration  of, 

relating  to,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    .  760 

Debt,  Imprisonment  for,  to  abolish,  and  to  punish  Fraudulent  Debtors,  853 
Debtor,  Exemption  of  the  Personal  Property  of,  from  Levy  on  Execu- 
tion, to  amend  the  97th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  concerning,  082 
Debtors,  Insolvent,  in  addition  to  various  Acts  relative  to,  and  for  the 

more  equal  distribution  of  their  effects,         .  .  .  .  757 

Decennial  Census,  to  secure,         •     «       •  •  •  .  •  835 

Deeds,  Registry  of,  in  the  Northern  District  of  Middlesex,  to  establish,  .  542 

Deep  Bottom,  Claims,  Resolve  on  Petition  of  Jemima  Easton,  .  .  969 


xu 


INDEX. 


Defendants,  in  Real  and  Mixed  Actions,  relating  to  summoning  in. 

Delays  and  Expense  in  Criminal  Proceedings,  to  prevent, 

Denison,  Arad,  Resolve  on  Petition  of,     . 

Dikes  and  Dams  in  Cambridge,  Edmimd  T.  Dana  and  others  authorized 

to  construct,   ....... 

Dill,  Ezekiel,  and  Joshua  Lincoln,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of,    . 
Disbanded   Companies,  Resolve  in  favor  of,  (disbanded  by  General  Or 

der  Xo.  2,  18.55,)        ...... 

Discipline  of  Academies,  in  furtherance  of,  . 

Dissolution  of  Attachments,  to  amend  the  .5th  section  of  the  124tli  chap 

ter  of  the  Act^  of  1841,  relative  to,   . 
Distress,  "Warrants  of,  relative  to  Persons  committed  to  Prison  on. 
District,  additional,  for  the  administration  of  Criminal  Law,  to  establish 
Divorce,  relating  to,  .....  . 

Divorce,  relative  to  Jurisdiction  of  the  Su]ir erne  Judicial  Court  in  cases 

of, 

Divorce,  Libels  for,  in  relation  to,  .... 

"  "       in  relation  to  the  trial  of,        . 

"  "       to  amend  the  1st  section  of  the  82d  chapter  of  tho 

Acts  of  18.51,  respecting,        ..... 
Dock  Company,  Charlestown,  to  incorporate. 
Door-keepers,  Messengers  and  Pages  of  the  General  Court,  Resolve  in 

favor  of,  .  ... 

Dorchester  Antiquarian  and  Historical  Societj',  to  incorporate,     . 

"        Avenue  Railroad  Comjiany,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating 
"        Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorjwrate, 
"        part  of  the  Town  of,  annexed  to  Boston, 
"        part  of  the  Town  of,  annexed  to  Quincy, 
Douglas  Axe  Man\if;\cturing  Company,  authorizing  increase  of  Capital 

Stock,  .  *  . 

Dower,  Action  of,  in  relation  to,  . 

Drains  and  Roads,  to  authorize  the  making  of,  in  certain  cases,  . 
Draw  Bridges,  Railroad,  regulating  the  passage  of  Vessels  throt^li, 
Drunkenness,  concerning  punishment  of,  ... 

Dunham,  Charles  F.,  to  build  a  Wharf,    .... 
Duties  on  Foreign  Coal,  Resolve  relating  to,         . 
Duties  of  School  Committees,  concerning,  to  amend  the  2d  section  of  the 

223d  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  184G,      .... 
Duties  and  Rights  of  Jurors,  concerning. 
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Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  amend  an  Act  in  addition  to  Act  in- 
corporating,    ........  497 

Eames,  William,  of  Marshfield,  authorized  to  propagate  and  take  Her- 
rings or  Alewives  in  the  Brook  running  into  Cove  Creek,     .  .  726 

East  Boston  Free  Bridge,  to  establish,       .  .  .  .  .  737 

East  Bridgewater  Iron  Company,  to  change  the  Name  to  Mount  Hope 

Iron  Company,  and  for  other  purposes,  .  .  .  .  599 
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Eastern  Railroad,  further  to  extend  the  time  for  the  construction  of,        .  Page  586 
'<  "  Company,  authorized  to  widen  their  Bridge   across 

Charles  and  Miller's  Rivers,  .  .  .  .  .        -    764 

Easthampton  and  Northampton,  Boundary  Line  between.  Resolves  for 

the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  establish,         .             .             .  945 

Easton,  Jemima,  an  Indian  at  Deep  Bottom,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of,  969 

Edgeworth  Company,  concerning,             .....  757 

Education  Society,  New  England,  to  incorporate,             .             .            .  766 
Egg  Rock  Island  and  certain  other  places.  Jurisdiction  over,  ceded  to  the 

United  States,             .......  503 

Eldridge,  Barnabas  W.,  Francis  Joseph,  Canada  Perry,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, to  build  a  Fish  Weir,            ....  549 

"        Thomas  L.,  and  his  associates,  to  construct  a  Fish  Weir,          .  546 
"        William  W.,  Jonathan  Eldridge,  and  Warren  N.  Rogers,  to 

construct  a  Fish  Weir,        .....  603 

Election  of  County  Treasurers  and  Registers  of  Deeds,  concerning,        .  549 
"         Selectmen,  to  amend  the  15th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 

relating  to,      .......             .  498 

Electric  Power  Company,  to  unite  the  New  England  Magnetic  Alarm 
Company  with  the  Boston  Electric  Clock  Company,  under  the  name 

of,       .........  528 

Embezzlement  by  County,  City  and  Town  Officers,  for  the  punishment 

of,       .........  923 

Emerton,  Increase  N.,  Resolve  on  Petition  of,      .             .             •             .  959 

Emigrant  Aid  Company,  New  England,  to  incorporate,  .             .             .  506 

"           "    and  Mining  Company,  Boston,  to  incorporate,       .             .  781 
Employment  of  Children  in  Manufacturing  Establishments,  in  addition 

to  Act  concerning,      .             .             .             .             .             .             .  766 

Engine  Companies,  Volunteer  Fire,  relating  to,    .             .             .             .  597 

English  and  Classical  School  in  West  Newton,  to  incorporate,     .             .  596 
Enlargement  of  the  State  House,  Resolve  in  relation  to,  .             .             .     964,  972 

Episcopal  Society,  Protestant,  of  Andover,  to  incorporate,            .             .  621 
Eqviitable  Marine  Insurance  Company  in  Provincetown,  in  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,      .......  620 

Equity,  Jurisdiction  and  Proceedings  in,  relating  to,         .             .             .  613 
Essex,  County  of,  Probate  Court  in  the  Town  of  North  Andover,  to  es- 
tablish,            .             .             .             .             .             .             .  917 

"       Houses  of  Correction  in  the  County  of,  in  relation  to,       .             .  812 

"       Merrimac  Bridge,  concerning,        .             .             .             .             .  756 

"       certain  Terms  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  and  Common  Pleas  Courts, 

in  the  County  of,  concerning  the  places  of  holding,    .             .  793 

*'       Universalist  Society  in,  authorized  to  sell  Real  Estate,      .             .  762 
Estates,  Conveyances  and  Devises  of,  for  Religious  purposes,  in  relation 

to,      .........  722 

European  Steamship  Company,  Boston,  to  incorporate,    .             .             .  921 

Exchanges,  International,  concerning,       .....  970 

Execution,  to  exempt  from  Levy  on,  the  Homestead  of  a  Householder,  .  659 
"          Exemption  of  Personal  Property  of  the  Debtor  from  Levy 

on,  to  amend  the  97th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  concerning,  682 

75 
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Executors'  Bonds,  relative  to  Filing,         .             .  '          .             .             .   Page  563 
Executors  and  Administrators,  to  perpetuate  Evidence  of  the  appoint- 
ment of,       .             .             .             .  576 
•  '                              "                concerning  Suits  against,            ,             .  699 
"                            .«                Guardians -and  Trustees,  concerning,      .  517 
<'                            <<                Guardians  and  Trustees,  in  addition  to 

Act  concerning,       .             .             .  712 
«<                            "                Guardians  and  Trustees,  in  addition  to 

the  several  Acts  concerning,  .  828 
Exemption  of  Personal  Property  of  the  Debtor  from  Levy  on  Execu- 
tion, to  amend  the  97th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  .  .  682 
Exhibition  of  Horses,  National,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of,  .  .  809 
Expense  and  Delays  in  Criminal  Proceedings,  to  prevent,  .  •  606 
Exposition  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations,  to  be  held  in  Paris,  Resolve 

for  the  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  to  attend,     .             .             .  938 


F. 


Fairhaven  Bank,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of, 

"         Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate,  . 
Fall  River,  City  of.  Resolve  in  favor  of,  . 

•'  <<       authorized  to  widen  a  Street, 

«<  «       Police  Court  in,  for  the  better  establishment  of, 

"  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  establish, 

"  Institution  for  Savings  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate,  and 

to  change  its  Name,  .... 

Falmouth,  Fisheries  of  the  Oyster  Pond  River  Company  in  the  Town 
of,  to  regulate,      ..... 

««  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of,  to  permit  the  use  of  Seines  in  cer- 

tain Ponds,  ..... 

Faneuil  Hall  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Farm,  State,  at  Westborough,  Resolve  in  favor  of, 
Fayette  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Federal  Street  Meeting-house,  authorizing  a  sale  of  the  Real  Estate, 
Fees  of  Jui-ors,  Resolve  relative  to,  . 

«         "        and  Witnesses,  to  regulate, 

"     Registers  of  Deeds  and  other  Recording  Officers,  regulating. 
Female  Medical  Education  Society,  Resolve  in  aid  of,      . 

"      Seminary,  Jubilee  Hill,  to  incorporate,     . 
Ferry  Company,  Quincy  Point  and  Germantown,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Somerset,  to  incorporate. 

Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  certain.  Resolve  for  refunding,  to  Cities 

and  Towns,     ........ 

Fire  Department  of  the  Town  of  Danvers,  amendatory  to  Act  establish- 
ing, and  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating  the  Town 
of  South  Danvers,  .  .  .  .  • 

«  «<  in  the  Town  of  Haverhill,  in  addition  to  Act  establish- 

ing,.  ...... 
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Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of  Watertown,  authorizing, 
"  "  Town  of  West  Cambridge  to  establish, 

"   Departments,  Towns  authorized  to  establish, 
"    Disti'ict  for  the  Village  of  Shelburne  Falls,  to  establish, 
"   Engine  Companies,  Yolunteer,  relating  to,  . 
First  Baptist  Chui'ch  and  Societj'  in  Swanzey  authorized  to  sell  Real 
Estate,    ..... 

"    Congregational  Society  of  Provincetown  authorized  to  sell  Pieal 
Estate,  ....... 

Fisheries  in  the  Town  of  Cliilmaik,  to  protect,    . 
"        in  Dauvers  and  Beverly,  to  protect, 
"         in  the  Town  of  Harwich,  to  protect, 
"         in  Ij)swicli  River,  to  protect,      .... 

"         ill  all  the  Ponds,  Creeks  and  Harbors  in  the  County  of  Nan 

tucket.  Town  of  Nantucket  authorized  to  regulate, 
"         in  the  Vicinity  of  Nantucket,  in  addition  to  Act  regulating, 
"        of  the  Oyster  Pond  River  Company  in  Falmouth,  to  regulate, 
' '        in  Taunton  Great  River  and  the  Newmasket  River,  to  regulate, 
Fishery,  Alewive,  in  the  Town  of  Brewster,  in  addition  to  Act  to  protect, 
Fishing  Company,  Traps  Creek,  in  Edgartown,  in  addition  to  Act  incor- 
porating,        ........ 

Fish  Weir,  Barnabas  W.  Eldridge,  Francis  Joseph,  Canada  Perry,  and 
and  their  associates,  to  build, 
Thomas  L.  Eldridge  and  associates,  to  construct, 
William  W.  and  Jonathan  Eldridge,  and  Warren  N. -Rogers 
to  construct,  ..... 

Eleazer  Rogers,  Jr.,  and  associates  authorized  to  build, 
Thomas  Sparrow  and  associates,  to  construct, 
Jesse  Tuttle  and  associates,  to  construct,  in  the  Town  of  Har 
wich,        ...... 

Ira  Wixon  and  Elijah  Whittemore,  to  construct, 
in  the  Town  of  Yarmouth,  authorizing  the  construction  of, 
Samuel  Young,  of  Chatham,  to  construct,     . 
Fish  Weirs  and  Fixtxues  in  the  Town  of  Brewster,  Augustus  Paine  and 

Timothy  Jarvis  authorized  to  construct, 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  concerning, 

"  "  "  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,  . 

"  "  "  authorized  to  widen   and  make  solid  a 

•  Bridge  between  SomerviUe  and  Charlestown, 
"  '       and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  to  extend  its  Railroad, 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Cape  Cod,  to  incorporate, 
"  "  Fall  River,  to  establish, 

"  "  Lynn,  to  incorporate,  , 

"  "  New  Bedford,  to  incorporate, 

"  *'  Plymouth,  to  incorporate, 

•'  "  Salem,  to  incorporate, 

'•  "  Shelburne  Falls,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Stoneham,  to  incorporate, 

Foreign  Coal,  relating  to  Duties  on, 
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Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  to  confirm  Titles  to  Lands  in,       . 

Forms,  certain,  authorized,  under  Act  concerning  Manufacture  and  Sale 

of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors, 
Fosgate,  Oliver,  Trustee,  Resolre  on  Petition  of,  . 
Foster,  Francis,  and  J.  D.  Towle,  Eesolve  in  favor  of,      . 
Fowler,  Harvey,  Resolve  in  favor  of,         . 
Foxborough  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate, 
Framingham  Savings  Bank,  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate, 
Frauds  and  Cheats,  certain,  to  punish,      . 
Fraudulent  Arrests,  further  to  prevent  and  punish, 

"  Debtors,  to  punish,  and  aboHsh  Imprisonment  for  Debt, 

Free  Grammar  School  in  Brimfield,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of, 
French  Spoliations,  Resolves  concerning, 
Friends,  Burial  Ground  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  of,  in  New  Bedford 

concerning,     ..... 
Fuel  and  Light  for  the  State  House,  Resolve  to  provide  for  the  expense 

o^>       •••...  . 

Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850,  Resolves  concerning, 
Fund,  Partridge  Ministerial,  amendatory  of  Act  incorporating  Trustees  of, 
Funds,  Charitable,  given  or  bequeathed  to  Cities  and  Towns,  concerning 

Trustees  of,    . 
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Gardens,  Niirseries,  Orchards,  &c.,  for  the  better  protection  of, 
Gardner,  Johnson,  Resolve  in  favor  of,    . 

♦'        Uriah,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of, 
Gas-Light  Companies,  relating  to,  .  .  . 

"       '«       Company,  Shavnnut  and  Suffolk,  to  unite,      . 
Gay  Head  Indians,  Resolve  on  Petition  of  Overseers, 
"       "       Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Resolve  in  favor  of,     . 
General  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  Resolve  providing  for  a  Con 

solidation  and  Arrangement  of,         . 

General  Vaccination,  to  secure,    .  .  ,  ^ 

Germantown  and  Quincy  Point  Ferry  Company,  to  incorporate 

Girls,  Industrial  School  for,  to  incorporate, 

"      State  Reform  School  for,  to  establish, 

"  "  "  "  Resolves  for  the  purchase  of  a  Site  and 

erection  of  Buildings  thereon,  •  •  .  . 

Glass  Company,  New  England,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of, 

Gloucester,  certain  lands  and  their  appurtenances  in  the  Town  of,  cedino- 

Jurisdiction  to  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes, 
Goodspeed,  Levi  L.,  Resolve  in  favor  of,  and  the  Inspectors  of  the 

Bridgewater^tate  Almshouse,  •  .  .  . 

Governor's  Address,         .  .  .... 

Grace,  Days  of,  on  Commercial  Paper,  in  certain  cases,  relative  to, 
Grain  and  Meal,  Wheat  and  Corn,  regidating  the  sale  of,  . 

"  "  "  "      supplementary  Act, 
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Grammar  School  in  Brimfield,  Free,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of,        .  Page  647 
Great  Pasture  Company,  to  incorporate,  .... 

"      Pond  Canal  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Greenfield  Tool  Company,  authorized  to  issue  Preferred  Stock,  . 
Grouse,  or  Heath  Hen,  in  addition  to  Act  for  the  preservation  of, 
Groveland  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  continue  in  force  Act 
incorporating,  .  ...... 

Guardian  of  the  Tribe  of  Punkapoag  Indians,  Resolve  in  favor,  for  the 
support  of  Elizabeth  Bancroft,  .  .  .  .  • 

Guardians  required  to  render  their  Accounts,  as  provided,  as  often  as 

once  in  three  years,  .....  697 

and  Trustees,  Executors  and  Administrators,  concerning,       .  517 

«  «  Executors  and  Administrators,  in  addition  to 

Act  concerning,      .  .  •  •  712 

<(  «  Executors  and  Administrators,  in  addition  to 

the  several  Acts  concerning,  .  •  828 

Gunpowder,  Storage  and  Transportation  of,  in  the  City  of  Roxbury,  in 

addition  to  Act  regulating,     .  .  •  •  •  •  ""  •' 


H. 

Hall  Company,  American,  in  Chelsea,  to  incorporate,      .             .           '.  575 

Hall,  Samuel,  authorized  to  extend  his  Wharf  in  East  Boston,    .             .  670 
Hampden  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,      ...••••  566 
Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  Directors  authorized  to  release  certain 

Lands  in  Cambridgeport,             .  746 
«                       «                     and  the  City  of  Cambridge  author- 
ized to  make  solid  the  Bridge  at  the  junction  of  Harvard  Street, 

vp-ith  the  Causeway  of  said  Corporation,         ....  756 

Harbor,  Boston,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning  Lines  in,              .            .  716 

"       Cape  Cod,  Resolves  in  relation  to  preservation  of,           .             .  968 

"        of  Provincetown,  Pilotage  in,  to  repeal  Act  relating  to,               .  916 
Hardin,  James,  and  Henry  Slade,  authorized  to  extend  their  Wharf  in 

Chelsea,          .            .            •            .             •             •             •             •  ^"^^ 
Harvard  Branch  Railroad,  concerning,      .             .            .             •             .    .         551 

Harwich,  Fisheries  in  the  Town  of,  to  protect,      .            .            .            •  708 

"       Tide  Gates  on  Herring  River,  concerning,         ...  608 

Havefhill,  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of,  to  establish,             .             .  732 

Health,  Public,  concerning  offences  against,         ....  661 

«*           "       in  addition  to  Act  relating  to,       .             .            .            •  761 

Heath  Hen,  or  Grouse,  in  addition  to  Act  for  the  preservation  of,           .  556 
Hemp  Manufacturing  Company,  Boston,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo- 

4<)7 

rating,              .             .             .             .             •             •             •             •  ^*" 

Herring  Pond  Indians,  Resolve  in  favor  of,          .            .             .            •  950 
"       River  in  Harwich,  concerning  Tide  Gates  on,     .            .            •  608 
Herrings  or  Alewives,  William  Fames,  of  Marshfield,  authorized  to  pro- 
pagate and  take,  in  the  Brook  running  into  Cove  Creek,      .            .  726 


XVlll 
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Highway,  City  of  Boston  authorized  to  lay  out,  .  .  .  . 

and  Bridge  over  Mystic  Eiver,  in  West  Cambridge  and  Med- 

ford.  County  Commissioners  of  Middlesex  to  lay  out  and  construct. 

Highways  and  Townways,  Obstructions  by  Eailroads,  to  prevent. 

Historical  Society,  Dorchester  Antiquarian,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  Massachusetts,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating, 

Holmes'  Hole  Harbor,  Marine  Railway  in,  Leroy  M.   Yale  and  others 
authorized  to  construct,  •  .  .  .  . 

Holyoke  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,     .... 

Home  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Homestead  of  a  Householder,  to  exempt  from  Levy  on  Execution, 
Homceopathic  Hospital,  Massachusetts,  to  incorporate,    . 
Horn  Pond  Branch  Railroad  Company  authorized  to  construct  a  Branch 
Horses,  National  Exhibition,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of. 
Hospital,  American,  and  Home  for  Surgery,  to  incorporate, 
"        for  Lisane  in  "Western  Massachusetts,  to  establish, 
"         Massachusetts  Homoeopathic,  to  incorporate,    . 
"         at  Rainsford  Island,  Courts  authorized  to  sentence  certain  per 

sons  to,  .  .  . 

"  "  "        Resolve  in  aid  of,  . 

'  •        State  Lunatic,  at  Taunton,  Resolve  pro^dding  for  Improvements, 
Hotel,  City,  in  "Worcester,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating  the  Proprie- 
tors of,  ......  _ 

"       Company,  Brookline,  to  incorporate,         .... 

"  "  Milford,  Proprietors  of,  to  incorporate, 

House  of  Correction  and  Jail  in  New  Bedford,  County  Commissioners 

of  Bristol  authorized  to  borrow  Money  to  enlarge  and  repair, 

"     of  Representatives,  Council  and  Senate,  Resolves  providing  for 

the  pay  of,        ......  _ 

Houses  of  Correction  in  the  County  of  Essex,  in  relation  to, 
Howe,  John,  Jr.  authorized  to  build  a  Wharf  in  East  Boston,     . 
How-was-wee  and  others,  Overseers  of  the  Gay  Head  Indians,  Resolve 

on  the  Petition  of,      . 
Hubbard,  Charles,  and  others,  to  extend  their  Wharves  in  the  Town  of 
Chelsea,  ••...... 

Hudson  and  Boston,  Western,  and  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge 
Railroads,  to  unite,     ....... 

Husband  and  Wife,  in  further  addition  to  Acts  concerning. 
Husbands  under  Guardianship  for  Idiocy  or  Insanity,  maintenance  of 
Wives  provided  for,  ...... 
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Idiocy  or  Insanity,  Husbands  under  Guardianship  for,  providing  for 

the  maintenance  of  their  Wives,        .....  873 

Idiots  and  Feeble-Minded  Youth,  Massachusetts  School  for.  Resolve  in 

iavorof, 953 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  to  abolish,  and  to  punish  Fraudulent  Debtors,  853 


INDEX. 
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Incendiarism,  in  addition  to  Act  to  prevent, 

"  to  prevent  and  punish,        .  •  •  •  ■ 

Independent  Line   of  Railroad  communication    between  Boston  and 

Lo-vvell,  to  establish,  .••••■' 

Indian  Lands,  in  addition  to  Act  to  protect  from  Trespassers  and  In- 

traders,  .•••■''' 

Indians,  Gay  Head,  Resolve  on  Petition  of  the  Overseers, 

«'       Herring  Pond,  Resolve  in  favor  of,         . 

. .       Punkapoag,  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Guardian  of,  for  the  support 
of  Elizabeth  Bancroft,  .••••' 

Indigent  Insane,  Resolve  in  favor  of,        • 

Industrial  School  for  Girls,  to  incorporate,    ■        .  •  •  • 

Indu^trv,  certain  Branches  of.  to  obtain  Statistical  Information  relating  to. 
..   '   of  all  Nations  at  Paris,  Exposition  of.  Resolve  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commissioner  to  attend,    .  •  •  •  • 
Inhabitants  of  Villages  empowered  to  establish  Watch  Districts, 
Insane,  Hospital  for,  in  Western  Massachusetts,  to  establish,      . 
"       Indigent,  Resolve  in  favor  of,       . 

'.      Married  Women,  Real  Estate  held  by,  authorizing  Sale,  in  cer- 
tain cases,      ••••''' 
"      Persons  or  Lunatics,  relative  to,  .  •  •  •  " 

Insolvent  Debtors,  in  addition  to  Acts  relative  to,  and  for  the  more  equal 
distribution  of  their  Effects,  .••••• 
Insolvencv,  Proceedings  in,  relative  to,    .  •  '      „      '     n       J 

Inspectors  of  the  Bridgewater  State  Almshouse,  Resolve  in  favor  of,  and 

Levi  L.  Goodspeed,    .■•••'' 
Institute,  Boston  Veterinary,  to  incorporate,         .  •  •  • 

of  Instruction,  American,  Resolve  in  aid  of,    . 
.'        Ladies'  Collegiate,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,    . 
Institution,  Perkins,  and  Massachusetts  Asylum  for  the  BUnd,  Resolve 
in  favor  of,  •  •  •  •  '  ' 

for  Savings,  Fall  River,  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate  and 
to  change  its  Name, 
in  Northampton,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing, 
Provident,   in    the   Towns    of    Salisbury  and 
Amesbui-y,  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate, 
„  «  Warren,  in  Charlestown,  relative  to,     . 

Institutions  for  Savings  and  Savings  Banks,  relating  to,  .  • 

Public  Charitable,  concerning  the  procurement  of  Books  tor 
the  use  of  the  Inmates,  .  •  •  •  ' 

Insurance  Commissioners,  to  establish  a  Board  of, 

„  <c  to  provide  for  the  Expenses  of, 

..        Companies,  Mutual  Eire,  to  incorporate  Towns  and  Cities 
at  their  election,  into,         .  •  •  • 

Company,  American,  to  incoi-porate,    . 
i<  '<  Baltic,  to  incorporate,  •  •  •  _ 

Barnstable   County  Mutual  Fire,  to  continue  m 

force  Act  incorporating, 
Berkshire  County  Mutual  Life,  to  change  the  Name, 
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Insurance  Company,  Commercial,  of  Nantucket,  to  reduce  the  Capital 

Stock  of, Page  745 

Conway  Stock  and  Mutual  Pire,  in  addition  to  Act 

incorporating,  .  ,  .  ,  ^  gj3 

"  "         Dorchester  Mutual  Fire,  to  incorporate,      .  .  528 

"  "  Eagle  Fire,  to  amend  an  Act  in  addition  to  Act 

incorporating,  .    '         .  .  ,  _  ^q-j 

"  "  Equitable  Marine,  in  Provincetown,  in  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,        ....  G20 

"  "  Fairhaven  Mutual  Marine,  to  incorporate,  .  586 

"  "  Faneuil  Hall,  to  incorporate,  .  .  .  661 

"  "  Fayette  Mutual  Fire,  to  incorporate,  .  .  ,580 

"  "  Groveland  Mutual  Fire,  to  continue  in  force  Act 

incorijorating,  .  .  .  .  .  ^qq 

"  "  Hampden  Stock  and  Mutual  Fire,  in  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,       ....  rjQG 

"  "  Home  Fire  and  Marine,  to  incorjjorate,       .  .  609 

"  "  Lawrence,  to  incorporate,    ....  ygo 

"  "  Mechanics'  Mutual  Fire,  in  Worcester,  to  incorpo- 

rate,       .  .  .  KC-O 

"  "  Merchants',  in  Boston,  to  extend  the  Charter  of,    .  530 

"  "         Merrimack  Mutual  Fire,  to  renew  the  Charter  of,  .  619 

"  "  Monument  Fire  and  Marine,  to  incorporate,  .  725 

New  England  Mutual  Life,  in  further  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,        .  ,  .  .  ■^32 

"  "  Northampton  Mutual  Fire,  to  incorporate,  .  656 

"  "  Ocean  Mutual,  to  incorporate,         .  .  .  (jg^ 

"  "  Old  Colony,  of  Plj^outh,  to  continue  in  force  Acts 

incorporating,  and  to  authorize  an  increase  of 
Capital  Stock,  .....  495 

"  "  Quiucy  Fu-e  and  Marine,  to  incorporate,    .  .  616 

"  "  Revere,   extending  time  for  the  Payment  of  the 

Capital  Stock  of,           .            .             .            .  ,535 
'"                 "          Safety  Mutual  Fii-e,  of  Newburyport,  to  incorpo- 
rate,    .              •             ....             821 
"          Sahsbury  and  Amesbury  Mutual  Fii-e,  to  incorpo- 
rate,       802 

"  "  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers'  Fire  and  Marine,  to  in- 

corporate,        .  .  .  .  .  701 

**  "  Sun  Mutual  Fire  and  Marine,  to  incorporate,         .  614 

"  "  Westford  Mutual  Fire,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo- 

rating,.  .....  601 

International  Exchanges,  Eesolve  concerning,      .  .  ,  .  970 

Intoxicating  Liquors,  to  indemnify  Officers  for  ha^ang  seized  and  de- 
stroyed, •  ....  689 

"  "       Spirituous,  Manufacture  and  Sale  of,  limiting  the 

time  for  bringing  Actions  for  damages  under 
Act  of  1852,  concerning,  .  .  .    567,  793 

"  "       Spirituous,  Manufacture  and  Sale  of,  concerning,  623 


INDEX.  XXI 

Intoxicating  Liquors,  Spirituous,  Manufacture  and  Sale  of,  authorizing 

certain  Forms  under  Act  concerning,  .  Page  /83 

«  <«       Spirituous,    prohibiting    use  of   Poisonous    Sub- 

stances in  the  Manufacture  of.  .  •  754 

(I  «.       Spirituous,  concerning  tue  Purchase   of,  for  Town 

Agents,  .  .  .  •  • 

Inventors'  Association.  American,  to  incorp<.rate, 

Ipswich  River,  Fisheries  in,  to  proit-ct.      .  .  •  •  • 

Iron  Company,  Boston,  in  addition  to  Act  ii.corpora'ii  g, 

..     "     Eist  Rrid^'i^w.ter,  t.  c-aijge  t' e  Ne.nie  to  Mourn   II   \f 
Iron  Company,  and  for  ot' .  r  I  ur  o<es,  .... 
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Jail  and  House  of  Correction  in  New  Bedford,  County  Commissioners  of 

Bristol  author  zed  to  borrow  Money  to  enlarge  and  repair,    .  .  644 

Jarvis,  Timothy,  and  Augustus  Paine,  authorized  to  construct  Fish  Weirs 

and  Fixtures  in  the  Town  of  Brewster,  ....  525 

Jenkins,  John,  and  others  authorized  to  erect  a  Dam  across  Mill  Creek,  695 

Johnson,  Ebenezer,  and  William  H.  Mann  authorized  to  extend  their 

Wharf,  .  .  •  •  • 

Joint  Stock  Companies,  in  addition  to  Act  relating  to,      .  .  • 

*<  «  in  further  addition  to  Act  relating  to,     .  •  915 

Jones,  Henry,  George  H.  Plummer,  and  WiUiam  D.  Macy  authorized  to 

build  a  Wharf, _   •  ^^^ 

«<      Manufacturing  Company,  to   change  the  Name  and  to  authorize 

an  increase  of  Capital  Stock,  ..•••' 
Joseph,  Francis,  Barnabas  W.  Eldridge,  Canada  Perry  and  their  associ- 
ates authorized  to  build  a  Fish  Weir,  •  '  '  '  ^*^ 
Jubilee  Hill  Female  Seminary,  to  incorporate,      ,             .             .             • 
Jurisdiction  in  cases  of  Naturalization,  restricting  the  Courts  from  exer- 
cising,     ...•••• 
»          of  Police  Courts,  to  extend,  in  certain  cases,              .            •  861 
"          and  Proceedings  in  Equity,  relating  to,          .             •             ■  613 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  cases  of  Divorce,  relating 
to,           ..••••            • 
over  certain  lands  in  Gloucester,  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
"              «'     Egg  Rock  Island  and  certain  other  places,  ceded  to  the 

United  States, 
"  "     land  in  Barnstable  ceded  to  the  United  States, 

Jurors,  Duties  and  Rights  of,  concerning, 
"      Fees  of.  Resolve  relating  to,  . 

"       Lists  of,  relating  to,  .  •  •  • 

«'      and  Witnesses,  relating  to  Fees  of. 
Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  relative  to, 
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Kansas,  Territory  of,  Resolves  in  relation  to,        .  .  .  .  Page  976 

Kingsbury,  Henry,  authorized  to  extend  his  Wharf,         .  .  .  699 

Kinsman,  Lydia,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of,         ....  9C1 

Knowlton,  "William  H.,  to  build  a  Wharf  or  Wharves  in  the  To-wn  of 

Rockport,        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  680 


Labor  and  Materials  expended  by  Mechanics  and  others,  securing  pay- 
ment for,         ........  826 

Ladies' Bethel  Society,  Boston,  to  incorporate,     .  .  .  .  743 

•'       Collegiate  Institute,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,       .  .  603 

Land  in  Barnstable,  ceded  to  the  United  States,  for  a  Custom  House,      .  573 

"     Mortgaged,  taken  for  Railroads,  concerning  Assessment  of  Damages,  666 

"     taken  for  School-houses,  in  relation  to,  and  laying  out  To-wnways,  499 

"     for  School-houses,  to  amend  an  Act  authorizing  Towns  to  take,    .  726 

"     in  the  Town  of  Watertown,  annexed  to  the  City  of  Cambridge,     .  664 

Lands  in  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  to  confirm  Titles  to,       .  .  .  604 

"      and  their  appurtenances  in  the  Town  of  Gloucester,  ceding  to  the 

United  States  Jurisdiction  over,  and  for  other  purposes,  .  506 

"      certain,  in  Cambridgeport,  Directors  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge 

Corporation  to  release,  .  .  .  .  .  746 

"      Lidian,  in  addition  to  Act  to  protect  from  Trespassers   and  In- 
truders, .......  665 

"      certain,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  Resolve  declaring  when  to  become 

forfeited  to  this  Commonwealth,         .  .  .  .  961 

"      Ministerial,  of  the  West  Parish  in  Haverhill,  authorizing  sale  of,  619 
"      taken  by  Railroad  Corporations,  providing  further  remedies  for 
OAvners  of,  and  to  amend  the  61st  section  of  the  39th  chapter 

of  the  Revised  Statutes,  .  .  .  .  .  498 

"      and  Water-Power,  Proprietors  of  Upper  Locks  and  Canals  in  the 

County  of  Hampshire  authorized  to  sell,  .  .  .  911 

"      Wharves,  general  Fields,  and  other  Real  Estate  lying  in  Common, 

in  addition  to  Act  relative  to  Proprietors  of,  .  .  .  815 

Lanesborough  and  Adams,  Probate  Courts  in,  changing  the  time  for 

holding,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     "       516 

Law,  Criminal,  additional  District  for  the  administration  of,  to  establish,  694 

La^vTence,  City  Charter  of,  to  amend,       .  .  .  .  .  596 

"  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate,    ....  762 

"  Police  Court  in  the  City  of,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing,  .  686 

Lee,  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of,  to  establish,     .  .  •.  .  718 

Leeds,  James,  Resolve  on  Petition  of,       .  .  .  .  .  950 

Legislature,  Accounts  of  Committees  of,  in  relation  to,     .            .            .  743 
"          the  Council,  and  Offices  in  the  State  House,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Contingent  Expenses  for  the  year  1855,     .  961 
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Le^slature  and  its  Officers,  Resolve  providing  for  the  monthly  pay  of,   . 
Lewis,  J.  and  B.,  authorized  to  construct  a  Railroad  Track  in  the  Town 
of  Provin9etown,        ..•••■" 
Lexin-ton  and  Chelmsford  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate,    . 

>°       and  West  Cambridge  Raikoad  Corporation,  to  amend  the 
«    Charter  of,      . 
Libels  for  Divorce,  in  relation  to,  .  •  •  •  * 

,(  "  Trial  of,  •  •  • 

to  amend  the  1st  section  of  the  82d  chapter  of  the 
Acts  of  1851,  respecting,         .•••*• 
Libels,  Trials  for,  in  relation  to,    .  •  •  '     ,'       .' 

Liberties  and  Rights  of  the  People  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  protect. 
Library  Association,  Lynn,  to  incorporate,  .  •  •  • 

Liens  on  Ships  and  Vessels,  concerning,  .  .  •  • 

Life  Lasurance  Company,  Berkshire   County  Mutual,    to    change    the 
Name  of.  . 
„  ,.  New  England  Mutual,  in  further  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,  .  •  • 

Light-houses,  Keepers'  DwelUngs  and  Beacons,  ceding  to  the  United 
States  Jurisdiction  over  Egg  Rock  Island  and  certain  other  places  for 
the  erection  of,  and  for  other  purposes,  .  •  •  • 

Limitation  of  Actions,  relating  to,  .  .  •  •  • 

Lincoln,  Joshua,  and  Ezekiel  Dill,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of,    . 
Lines  in  Boston  Harbor,  in  addition  to  Act  concermng,  .  /     ,       ' 

Liquors,  Intoxicating,  to  indemnify  Officers  for  having  seized  and  de- 
stroyed,       .  •  •  •  '  '      u  v,' 

.<      Spirituous  and  Intoxicating,  prohibiting  use  of  Poisonous  bub- 
stances  in  the  Manufacture  of,  •  •  •       _      ' 
.'     Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating,  limitmg 
the  time  for  bringing  AcUons  for  damages  under  Act  of 

1852,  .••••■ 

..     Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating,  concern 

ing,  .  •  •  •  •  ■       .      ' 

"     Manufactme  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating,  author 

izing  certain  Forms  under  Act  concerning, 
..      Spirituous  and  Intoxicating,  concerning  the  Purchase  of,  for 
Town  Agents,  .  .  •  •  * 

Lists  of  Jurors,  relating  to,  .  • 

<<     Voting,  in  relation  to,  .  •  •  •  * 

Livermore,  George  W.,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of, 
Loan  Fund  Associations,  concerning,       .  •  •        .',.,. 

"     State,  to  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  m  addition 
to  Act  extending  the  time,     .••••' 
Low,  John  v..  Resolve  in  favor  of,  .  •  •  • 

Lowell  and  Boston,  to  establish  an  Independent  Line  of  Railroad  Com 
munication  between,  •  •  •  * 

•'      City  of,  for  supplying  with  Water,      .     . 
•«      Municipal  Coiirt  in  the  City  of,  to  establish, 
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Lowell  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  to  incorporate, 

Lumber  Yards  in  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  to  regulate  the  location  of. 

Lunatic  Hospital,  State,  at  Taunton,  Resolve  providing  for  Improve 

ments,  .  ... 

Lunatics  or  Insane  Persons,  relative  to,    . 
Lyceum  Hall  Association,  Woburn,  to  incorporate, 
Lynn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,   . 

"     Library  Association,  to  incorporate, 

"     Musical  Association,  to  incorporate. 
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M. 


Macy,  William  D.,  Henry  Jones,  and  George  H.  Plummer,  authorized 

to  build  a  "Wharf,       .......  526 

Magnetic  Alarm  Manufacturing  Company,  New  England,  and  the  Bos- 
ton Electric  Clock  Company,  to  unite  under  the  Name  of  the  Electric 
Power  Company,        .......  528 

Maine,  certain  Lands  in  the  State  of.  Resolve  declaring  when  they  shall 

become  forfeited  to  this  Commonwealth,        .  .  .  .  961 

Maintenance  of  Wives  provided  for,  whose  Husbands  are  under  Guar- 
dianship for  Idiocy  or  Insanity,  .  .  .  .  .  873 

Maiden  Manufacturing  Company,  to  change  the  Name  of,  .  .  760 

Mann,  William  H.,  and  Ebenezer  Johnson,  to  extend  their  Wharf,         .  690 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors,  concerning,  623 

"  and  Sale  of   Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors,  certain 

Porms  authorized,         .  .  .  .  .  783 

"  and  Sale  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors,  Act   of 

1852,  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  Actions  for  dam- 
ages under,        ......    567,  793 

"  of  Spirituous  and    Intoxicating  Liquors,  proliibiting    the 

use  of  Poisonous  Substances  in,  .  .  .  754 

Manufacturing  Company,  American,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,    .  622 

"  "  Beverly  Steam,  concerning,      .  .  .  682 

"  "  Boston  Hemp,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,  497 

"  "  Douglas  Axe,  authorizing  increase  of  Capital 

Stock,       .....  497 

"  "  Jones,  to  change  the  Name  of,  and  to  author- 

ize an  increase  of  Capital  Stock,  .  .  706 

"  "  Ma'.deii,  to  change  the  Name  of,  .  .  760 

"  "  Mattfield,  concerning,  .  .  .  533 

"  **  New  England  Magnetic  Alarm,  and  the  Bos- 

ton Electric   Clock    Company,  to  unite, 
under  the  name  of   the   Electric  Power 
Company,  ....  528 

"  Corporations,  conctrning,  ....  702 

"  E-ita'  lishments,  Employment  of  Children  in,  in  addition 

to  Act  concerning,      .......  766 

Murine  Bdnk  of  New  Bedford,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of,  .  .  765 


INDEX.  XXV 

Marine  Railway,  Ii-a  Darrow  authorized  to  construct,      .  .  .  Page  618 

«  "        in  the  Harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole,   Leroy  M.  Yale  and 

others  authorized  to  construct,            .             .             .             .             .  584 

Marlborough  Railroad  Company,  to  confirm  the- doings  of,           .             .  505 
Marriages,  Births  and  Deaths,  in  the  State  Almshouses,  Registration  of, 

relating  to,      .             .             .            .             .             .             .             .  760 

Married  Women  who  are  insane,  authorizing  Sale,  in  certain  cases,  of 

Real  Estate  held  by,            ....  655 

"            "      Property  of,  to  protect,  .             .            .             .            .  710 

Marshpee,  Selectmen  of,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of,          .             .             .  951 
Mason,  Cyrus  and  Hannah  P.,  "William  Sohier,  Resolve  upon  the  Peti- 
tion of,            ........  942 

Massachusetts  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  Perkins  Institution,  Resolve  in 

favor  of,           .....             .  966 

"             Coal  and  Mining  Company,  to  change  the  Name  and  ex- 
tend the  ISIining  Privileges  of,             .              .             .  649 
•'             Historical  Society,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,          .  873 
"             Homoeopathic  Hospital,  to  incorporate,     .             .             .  810 
"            and  New  Plymouth,  Colony  Records  of,  concerning,        .  943 
"            School  for  Idiots  and  Feeble-Minded  Youth,  Resolve  in 

favor  of,           ......  963 

Mathews,  Nathan,  Edward  D.  Peters  &  Co.,  and  the  Winnisimmet  Com- 
pany to  extend  their  Wharves  in  Chelsea,     .             .             .             .  734 

Mattfield  Manufacturing  Company,  concerning,   ....  533 

Meal,  Wheat,  Corn  and  other  Grain,  regulating  the  Sale  of,             .       •     .  654 

"            "                "                  "                  "              supplementary  Act,  820 

Mechanics'  Mutual  Eire  Insurance  Company  in  Worcester,  to  incorporate,  563 
Mechanics  and  others,  securing  payment  to,  for  Labor  and  Materials  by 

them  expended,          .             .             .             .             .             .             .  826 

Medford  and  Charlestown  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate,      .             .  738 
Medical  Education  Society,  Female,  Resolve  in  aid  of,     .             .             .  959 
Meeting-house  in  Federal  Street,  authorizing  a  Sale  of  the  Real  Estate,  746 
Meetings,  to  which  are  to  be  submitted  the  Proposed  Articles  of  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  Resolves  relative  to,           .             .             .  969 
Meigs,  Loring,  and  David  Pratt,  to  extend  Wharf  in  Rochester,         .     .  548 
Merchants'  Insurance  Company  in  Boston,  to  extend  the  Charter  of,      .  530 
"         Steam  Tow-Boat  Company,  to  incorporate,    .             .             .  576 
Merrick,  Mary  H.,  Resolve  in  favor  of,     .             .             .             .             .  938 

Merrimack  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  renew  the  Charter  of,    .  619 

Messages,  .........  1001 

Messengers,  Door-keepers  and  Pages  of  the  General  Court,  Resolve  in 

favor  of,          ........  961 

Methuen,  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Town  of,           .             .             .             .  940 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  concerning,       .             .             .             .  613 

Middleboi-ough  and  Taunton  Railroad  Corporation,  concerning,               .  078 
Middlesex  County  Commissioners,  authorized  to  borrow  a  further  sum 

of  $50,000,            ......  963 

"  County  Commissioners,  to  lay  out  a  Highway  and  construct 

a  Bridge  over  Mystic  River,  in  West  Cambridge  and  Medford,         .  516 
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Middlesex  North  Agricultural  Society,  to  establish, 

"         Northern  District  of,  to  establish  a  Registry  of  Deeds  in, 
Milford  Aqueduct  Company,  to  incorporate, 
"      Bank,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of,     . 
"      Hotel  Company,  Proprietors  of,  to  incorporate,   . 
"      and  Woonsocket  Railroad  Company,  to  establish, 
Mill  Company,  South  Bay,  to  change  the  Name  of, 

«<    Creek,  John  Jenkins  and  others  to  erect  a  Dam  across, 
Millbury  and  Southbridge  Railroad,  extending  the  time  for  the  construe 

tion  of, 
"  "  "  "  Company,  in  addition  to  Act  incor 

porating. 
Miller's  and  Charles  RiA'ers,  Bridge  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad 

across,  respecting, 
"  «'  "  "        across,  Eastern  Railroad  authorized 

to  widen, 

"         Creek  Bridge,  City  of  Cambridge  and  the  Town  of  Somerville 
authorized  to  fill  up,  ...... 

Mining  Company,  Boston  Emigrant  Aid,  to  incorporate, 

"       Privileges  of  the  Massachusetts  Coal  and  Mining  Company,  to 
extend,  and  to  change  its  Name,        .... 

Ministerial  Fund,  Partridge,  amendatory  o£  Act  incorporating,   . 

"  Lands,  authorizing  Sale  of,  by  the  West  Parish  in  Haverhill, 

Minors,  Taxation  of,  concerning,  ..... 

Missotu'i  Compromise,  Resolves  concerning  the  Repeal  of, 
Moneys  forfeited  and  paid  by  certain  Banks,  to  the  Commonwealth,  Re 
solve  reimbursing,      ...... 

Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  in  New  Bedford,  Bmial  Ground  of,  con- 
cerning, ....... 

Monument  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate. 
Mortgage,  concerning  Sales  of  Real  Estate  incumbered  by,  or  othermse. 
Mortgaged  Land  taken  for  Railroads,  concerning  Assessment  of  Damages, 
Mount  Hope  Lron  Company,  changing  the  Name  of  the  East  Bridge- 
water  L:on  Company  to,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Mount  Washington  Avenue  Corporation,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporat- 
ing,    ......... 

Municipal  Court  in  the  City  of  Lowell,  to  estabUsh, 

Musical  Association,  Lynn,  to  incorporate,  .  .  .  . 

Mutual  Benefit  Association,  Boston,  to  incorporate, 

"  "  "         and  Worcester  Railroad,  to  incor- 

porate, ....... 

Fire  Insurance  Companies  Towns  and  Cities  incorporated  into, 

at  their  election,         .  . 

"  "  Company,  Barnstable  County,  to  continue  in  force 

Act  incorporating, 
»•  "  '•  Conway  Stock,  in  addition  to  Act  in- 

corporating, 
"  '<  "  Dorchester,  to  incorporate, 

*'  "  "  Fayette,  to  incorporate, 
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Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Gtoveland,  to  continue  in  force  Act 

incorporating,         .             .             .   Page  609 
<«         "           "                 "           Hampden  Stock,  additional  to  Act  in- 
corporating,           .             .             .  566 
"         «'           «                 "           Mechanics',  in  Worcester,  to  incorpo- 
rate,           ....  563 

"         "           ♦'                 "           Merrimack,  to  renew  the  Charter  of,    .  619 
"         "           "                 "           Northampton,  to  incorporate,  .             .  656 
«<         "           "                "           Safety,  of  Newburyport,  to  incorporate,  821 
"         "           "                "           Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  to  incorpo- 
rate,           ....  802 

•«         "           «•                 *'           Westford,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo- 
rating,       .             .             .             .  601 

"         "     and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  Sun,  to  incorporate,          .  614 

"       Insurance  Company,  Ocean,  to  incorporate,          .             .             .  666 

"       Life  Insurance  Company,  Berkshire  County,  to  change  Name  of,  703 
"         "           "                 "            Ne^y  England,  in  further  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,    ......  732 

"       Marine  Insurance  Company,  Fairhaven,  to  incorporate,  .             .  586 

"       Redemption,  Bank  of,  to  incorporate,       ....  867 

Mystic  River,  Bridge  over.  County  Commissioners  of  ^liddlesex  to  con- 
struct, and  lay  out  a  Highway  in  West  Cambridge 

andMedford,  .             .             .             .      '       .             .  516 

"  "       Corporation,  relating  to,      .....    527,917 

"          "       Railroad  Company,  to  extend  the  Charter  of,         .             .  826 

"          "       Works,  to  amend  Act  incorporating,          .             .             .  543 


N. 


Names,  Change  of,  ... 

Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod  Steamboat  Company,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  Fisheries  in  the  Vicinity  of,  in  addition  to  Act  regulating,     . 

"  Town  of,  to  regulate  Fisheries  in  all  the  Ponds,  Creeks  and 

Harbors  in  the  County,  ...... 

National  Exhibition  of  Horses,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of,     . 
Natiiralization,  Courts  restricted  from  exercising  Jurisdiction  in  cases  of, 
"  and  the  Nationalizing  of  the  General  Government,  Re- 

solves concerning,       ...... 

Navigation  Company,  Boston  and  St.  John,  to  incorporate, 
Neptune  Submai-ine  Company,  to  incorporate. 

New  Bedford,  Bridge  over  Acushnet  River  in,  additional  to  Act  incorpo 
rating  certain  persons  for  the  purpose  of  building, 
"  City  of,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing,     . 

"  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,  . 

•«  Lumber  Yards  in  the  City  of,  to  regulate  the  location, 

"  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  Burial  Ground  of,  concern- 

ing,    ....... 

•'  Wooden  Buildings  in  the  City  of,  regulating  the  erection, 
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Newburyport,  and  Danvers  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Companies,  con- 
cerning, ...... 

"  City  of,  to  amend  Act  establishing, 

"  Police  Court  of,  for  the  better  establishment, 

"  Railroad    Company,  authorized   to   construct   a   Branch 

Railroad,  ...... 

"  Railroad,  Branch  of,  in  Newburyport,  extending  the  time 

for  the  construction,  and  autliorizing  the  discontinu- 
ance of  a  portion  of  tr;e  same, 
"  Submarine  and  Wrecking  Company,  to  incorporate, 

New  England  Educaticn  Society,  to  incorporate, 

"  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  Glass  Company,  to  increase  Capital  Stock  of, 

"  Magnetic  Alarm  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Boston 

Electric  Clock  Company  to  unite,  under  the  Name  of 
the  Electric  Power  Company, 
"  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  in  further  addition  to 

Act  incorporating,        .... 

"  Scandinavian  Bene%'olent  Relief  Society,  to  incorporate, 

"  Worsted  Company,  concerning,     . 

Newmasket  and  Taunton  Great  Rivers,  Fisheries  in,  to  regulate, 
Newspaper  Company,  Telegraph,  to  incorporate. 
New  Trials  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  relative  to,    . 
Night-Walking,  to  punish  and  prevent  the  crime  of, 
Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turnpike  Corporation,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo 
rating,  ....... 

Normal  Schools  and  School  Agents,  Resolves  in  favor  of. 
North  Agricultural  Society,  Middlesex,  to  establish, 
Northampton  and  Easthampton,  Boundary  Line  between,  Resolves  for 
the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  establish, 
"  Institution  for  Savings,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing, 

"  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 

North  Andover,  to  divide  the  Town  of  Andover,  and  incorporate, 
"  "         Probate  Court  in,  to  establish,    . 

"      Chelsea,  Beaches  in  the  Town  of,  concerning. 
Northern  District  of  Middlesex,  Registry  of  Deeds  in,  to  establish, 
Norwich,  Town  of,  authorized  to  change  its  Name, 

"         and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  State  Loan  to,  in  addition 
to  Act  extending  the  time  of,  .... 

Notifications  of  Meetings  to  which  are  to  be  submitted  the  Proposed 

Articles  of  Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  concerning, 
Nuisances,  for  abating,      .  .  .  .  ,  .      , 

"  certain  Common,  for  the  Suppression  of, 

Numbering  of  persons  betAveen  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  rela 
tive  to,  ......  . 

Nurseries,  Gardens,  Orchards,  &c.,  for  the  better  protection  of,  . 
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Obear,  Samuel,  and  Richard  J.  Preston,  to  extend  their  Wharf, 

Obstructions  to  Highways  and  Townw'ays  by  Railroads,  to  prevent. 

Ocean  Bank,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of,      . 

Ocean  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Offences  against  Public  Health,  concerning, 

Offensive  Trades,  in  relation  to,    . 

Officers,  to  indemnify,  for  having  seized  and  destroyed  Intoxicating  Li 
quors,  ...... 

"        certain  Public,  Salaries  of,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing, 

<'  "        in  the  State  Prison,  relating  to  Salaries  of, 

"       County,  City  and  Town,  for  the  punishment  of  Embezzlement 

by 

Offices  in  the  State  House,  Coimcil  and  Legislature,  Resolve  for  the  pay 

ment  of  the  contingent  expenses,  for  the  year  1855, 
Official  Organs  for  publishing  Laws,  Resolve  in  favor  of  constituting  the 

Boston  Daily  Bee  and  the  American  Patriot, 
Old  Colony  Insurance  Company  of  Plymouth,  to  continue  in  force  Acts 

incorporating,  and  to  authorize  an  increase  of  Capital  Stock, 
Orchards,  Nurseries,  Gardens,  &c.,  for  the  better  protection  of,    . 
Ordinances  and  By-Laws  of  Cities  and  Towns,  relating  to. 
Organization  of  Corporations,  relating  to,  .  .  . 

Overseers  of  the  Gay  Head  Indians,  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of, 

"  '<        Poor  of  Gay  Head,  Resolve  in  favor  of. 

Oyster  Pond  River  Company  in  Falmouth,  Fisheries  of,  to  regulate, 
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Pages,  Messengers  and  Door-keepers  of  the  General  Court,  Resolve  in 

favor  of,          ........  961 

Paine,  Augustus,  and  Timothy  Jarvis,    authorized   to  construct  Fish 

Weirs  and  Fixtures  in  the  Town  of  Brewster,           .             .             .  525 

Parish,  Second,  in  West  Newbury,  to  sell  their  Parsonage  Lands,           .  524 

"      West,  in  Haverhill,  to  sell  Ministerial  Lands,      .             .            .  619 

Parkhurst,  David,  to  extend  his  Wharf,  .....  547 

Parsonage  Lands,  Second  Parish  in  West  Newbury,  authorized  to  sell,  524 
Partridge  Ministerial  Fund,  amendatory  of  Act  incorporating  the  Trus- 
tees of,            .......             .  554 

Passengers,  Safety  of,  at  Railroad  Crossings,  to  secure,    .             .            .  868 

Patriot,  American,  and  Boston  Daily  Bee,  constituted  the  Official  Organs,  940 
Paupers,  State,  relative  to,            .....            .     590,  859 

"             "      providing  for  the  Classification  of,             .             .             .  811 
"            "     and  Alien  Passengers,  in  addition  to  Act  to  appoint  a 

Board  of  Commissioners,     ....  923 

"         Support  of.  State  Almshouses,  in  addition  to  Acts  relating  to,  602 

Pawn  Brokers,  to  regulate  the  Business  of,           ...            .  567 

77 


XXX 
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Pay  of  Assessors  and  Selectmen,  establishing,      ....  Page  647 

Payment  secured  to  Mechanics  and  others  for  Labor  and  Materials  by 
them  expended,        ..... 

'*       of  Teachers'  Wages,  concerning,  ,  .  .  . 

Penalties,  Fines  and  Forfeitvires,  certain,  Resolve  for  refunding  to  Cities 
and  Towns,    ....... 

People,  to  protect  Rights  and  Liberties  of,  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  ...... 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  Resolve  in 

favor  of,  . 

Perry,  Canada,  Francis  Joseph,  Barnabas  W.  Eldridge,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, to  build  a  Fish  Weir,  .... 

Personal  Property  of  the  Debtor,  Exemption  of,  from  Levy  on  Execu 

tion,  to  amend  the  97th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
Persons  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  relative  to  the  num. 
bering  of,       . 
"       committed  to  Prison  on  Warrants  of  Distress,  in  relation  to, 
Peters,  Edward  D.,  &  Co.,  Nathan  Mathews,  and  the  Winnisimmet 

Company,  authorized  to  extend  their  Wharves  in  Chelsea,  . 
Pews  made  Personal  Property,      ..... 

Pilot  Commissioners,  to  establish  a  Board  of,        . 

Pilotage  in  the  Harbor  of  Provincetown,  to  repeal  Act  relating  to, 

Pliimmer  Farm  School  of  Reform  for  Boys,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees 

of, 

Plummer,  George  H.,  Henry  Jones  and  William  D.  Macy,  authorized 
to  build  a  Wharf,       ...... 

Plymouth,  certain  Probate  Courts  in  the  County  of,  to  change  the  place 
for  holding,  ..... 

"         Cordage  Company  authorized  to  increase  Capital  Stock, 
"  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate, 

"         New,  and  Massachusetts,  Colony  Records,  concerning, 
"         Town  of,  to  procure  a  supply  of  Water,  in  addition  to  Act 
authorizing,  ..... 

Poisonous  Substances  in  the  Manufacture  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating 

Liquors,  prohibiting  the  use  of,  . 

Police  Court  in  the  Town  of  Chelsea,  to  establish, 
■  "         "  "  "        in  addition  to  Act  establishing, 

*'         "  "  of  Chicopee,  to  establish, 

"         "      in  the  City  of  FaU  River,  for  the  better  establishment  of, 
"         "  "         of  Lawrence,  in  addition,  to  establish,  . 

"        "      in  the  Town  of  Lee,  to  establish,     . 
"         "      of  Newburyport,  for  the  better  establishment  of,    . 
"         "      in  the  City  of  Roxbury,  to  establish, 
•'         "      in  the  Town  of  Taunton,  to  repeal  Act  establishing, 
"        "  "  of  W^illiamstown,  to  establish, 

"     Courts,  Jurisdiction  of,  to  extend,  in  certain  cases, 
*'     Officers  and  Watchmen,  to  aid,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 
Ponds  in  Falmouth,  certain.  Selectmen  authorized  to  permit  the  use  of 

Seines,  ........  697 
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Ponds,  Creeks  and  Harbors  in  the  County  of  Nantucket,  Fisheries  in, 

Town  of  Nantucket  authorized  to  regulate, 
Preston,  Richard  J.,  and  Samuel  Obear,  authorized  to  extend  their  Wharf, 
Printing  for  the  Commonwealth,  Resolve  concerning, 

"      Company,  Bee,  to  incorporate,    .  ,  ^  . 

Prison,  Persons  committed,  on  Warrants  of  Distress,  in  relation  to, 
"       State,  Resolve  in  favor  of,  .        '     . 

"  "      Salaries  of  certain  Officers  in,  relating  to, 

Probate  Court  in  the  Town  of  North  Andover,  County  of  Essex,  to 
establish,        ...... 

"        Courts  in  Lanesborough  and  Adams,  changing  the  time  for 
holding,        ..... 

"  "       in  Plymouth  County,  certain,  to  change  the  place  for 

holding,        ..... 

Proceedings  in  Insolvency,  relative  to,      . 
Property  of  ilarried  Women,  to  protect, 

"       Personal,  of  the  Debtor,  relating  to  the  Exemption  from  Le's'j' 
on  Execution,  to  amend  the  97th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
Proprietors  of  the  City  Hotel,  in  Worcester,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo 
rating,      ...... 

"         of  Lands,  Wharves,  general  Fields,  and  other  Real  Estate 

lying  in  Common,  in  addition  to  Act  relatiA'e  to, 
"  of  the  Meeting-house  in  Federal  Street,  authorizing  a  Sale 

of  the  Real  Estate  of,      . 
"  of  the  Milford  Hotel  Company,  to  incorporate, 

"         of  the  Upper  Locks  and  Canals  in  the  County  of  Hampshire 
authorized  to  sell  their  Lands  and  Water-Power, 
Protestant  Episcopal  Society  of  Andover,  to  incorporate, 
Providence  and  Bristol  Railroad  Company,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo 
rating,  ....... 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings  in  the  Towns  of  Salisbury  and  Ames 

bury  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate, 
Provincetown,  Fust    Congregational    Society,  authorized  to  sell  Real 
Estate,  ..... 

"  Harbor,  to  repeal  Act  relating  to  Pilotage  in, 

Prudential  Committee,  concerning  the  filling  of  Vacancies, 
Publication  of  the  Condition  of  Banks,  to  amend  Act  concerning. 
Public  Charitable  Institutions,  Resolve  concerning  the  procurement  of 
Books  for  the  use  of  the  Inmates, 
"       Health,  in  addition  to  Act  relating  to,      . 
"  "       concerning  Offences  against, 

"       Officers,  certain,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing  Salaries  of, 
"      Schools,  in  amendment  to  Act  passed  March  25,  1845,  concerning, 
"  "      daily  reading  of  the  Bible  in,  to  secure,  . 

Punishment  of  Drunkenness,  concerning, 
Punkapoag  Indians,  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Guardian  of,  for  the  sup- 
port of  Elizabeth  Bancroft,   ...... 
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Quartennaster-GeneraTs  Department,  Resolve  concerning,          .  .  Page  971 

Quincy,  part  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester  annexed  to,        .             .  .  684 

"       Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  incorporate,     .  .  616 

"       Point  and  Germantown  Ferry  Company,  to  incorporate,  .  523 


R. 

Railroad  Communication  between  Boston  and  Lowell,  to  establish  an 
Independent  Line  of,  . 

"       Corporation,  Boston  and  Chelsea,  concerning,    . 
"  "  Boston  and  Lowell,  authorized  to  alter  the  con 

struction  and  location  of  a  Bridge, 
«<  "  Boston  and  Lowell,  extending  time  for  the  con- 

'  struction  of  a  Branch  Railroad  into  Boston 
•«  "  Boston  and  Maine,  Bridge  across  Charles  and  Mil 

ler's  Rivers,  respecting, 
«  "  Boston  and  Maine,  authorized  to  amend  and  refile 

its  Location,    .... 
"  "  Boston  and  New  York  Central,  concerning, 

*'  "  Boston  and  New  York   Central,  authorized  to 

issue  Preferred  Stock, 
"  "  Boston  and  New  York  Central,  in  addition  to  Act 

authorizing  issue  of  Preferred  Stock, 
"  "  Cambridge,  in  addition  to  Act  concerning, 

«•  "  Cambridge,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating, 

"  "  Cambridgeport,  to  incorporate, 

"  **  Charles  River,  authorized  to  change  their  location 

and  extend  their  line, 
"  "  Charles  River,  to  extend  the  time  for  constructing, 

"  *<  Charles  River,  further  to  extend  their  line, 

"  "  Danvers,  concerning, 

"  "  Danvers,  Sale  of,  authorized, 

"  "  Danvers  and  Georgetown  and  the  Newburyport; 

concerning,      .... 
"  "  Dorchester  Avenue,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo 

rating,  .... 

•«  "  Eastern,  further  to  extend  the  time  for  the  con 

struction  of,     . 
"  "  Eastern,  authorized  to  widen  Bridge  across  Charles 

and  Miller's  Rivers,    . 
"  •'  Fitchburg,  concerning, 

"  ♦'  Fitchburg,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating, 

"  "  Fitchburg,  authorized  to  mden  and  make  solid  a 

Bridge  between  SomerviUe  and  Charlestown, 
"  "  Fitchburg  and  Worcester,  authorized  to  extend  its 

road,    ...... 
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Railroad  Corporation,  Harvard  Branch,  concerning,         .  .  .  Page  551 

"  <<  Horn  Pond  Branch,   authorized  to  consti'uct  a 

Branch,            .....  753 

"                '<           Lexington  and  Chelmsford,  to  incorporate,            .  777 
<'                <<           Lexington  and  West  Cambridge,  to  amend   the 

Charter  of,       .            .             .            .             .  683 

"                «'           Marlborough,  to  confirm  the  doings  of,      .             .  505 

««                '<           Medford  and  Charlestown,  to  incorporate,              .  738 

«'                 '<           Metropolitan,  concerning,  .             .             .             .  613 

«                 "           Middleborough  and  Taunton,  concerning,              .  678 
"                "           Milford  and  Woonsocket,  to  establish,       .             .  685 
"                 "           Millb\iry  and  Southbridge,  in  addition  to  Act  in- 
corporating,     .....  731 

*  "  ^Millbury  and  Southbridge,  extending  the  time  for 

the  construction  of,      .             .            .             .  562 

"                "          Mystic  River,  extending  the  Charter  of,    .            .  826 
<«                "          Newbur y port,  authorized  to  construct  a  Br aiich, .  531 
«<         •       «'           N«wburyport,  Branch  of,  extending  time  for  con- 
struction and  authorizing  discontinuance  of 
a  portion  of  the  same,           .             .             .  643 
"                "           Norwich  and  AVorcester,  in  addition  to  Act  ex- 
tending the  time  of  State  Loan,  ■        .             .  890 
"                "           Providence  and  Bristol,  in  addition  to  Act  incor- 
porating,       .....  645 

•      •<  "  pro%iding    further   remedies   for  persons  whose 

Lands  are  taken  by,  to  amend  the  61st  section 

of  the  39th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  498 

<«                "           Rockport,  concerning,        ....  605 

"  "  Rockport,  Town  of  Rockport  authorized  to  take 

Stock  iH,         .....  782 

"                "           Saugus  Branch,  concerning,          .            .            .  648 
"                "           Troy  and  Greenfield,  certain  Towns  authorized  to 

subscribe  to  the  Capital  Stock  of,      .             .  781 

"                "           Waltham  and  Watertown,  to  incorporate,            .  806 

"                "           Ware  River,  concerning,  .             .            .            .  611 

«'                "           Western,  authorized  to  issue  Bonds,         .             .  872 
«                "           Western,  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge,  and 

the  Hudson  and  Boston,  to  unite,     .             .  747 
»«                "           West  Stockbridge  Branch,  to  incorporate,            .  802 
"      Crossings,  to  secure  the  Safetj'  of  Passengers  at,            .            .  868 
"      Branch,  Newburyport  Railroad  Company  authorized  to  con- 
struct,         .            .             .             .            .             .             .  531 

"      Draw  Bridges,  regulating  passage  of  Vessels  through,  ,            .  829 
"      temporary,  in  addition  to  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 

to  construct,             .             .             .             .             .             .  505 

"      Track,  in  the  Town  of  Proviiicetown,  J.  &  B.  Lewis  to  construct,  669 

Railroads,  mortgaged  land  taken  for,  concerning  Assessment  of  Damages,  666 

"          Obstructions  to  Highw^ays  and  Townways  by,  to  prevent,     .  749 

Railway  Company,  Union,  t%incorporate,           ....  742 
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Railway,  Marine,  Ira  Darrow  to  construct,  ....  Page  618 

«  "        in  the  Harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole,  Leroy  M.  Yale  to 

construct,        .             .             .             •             .            .             .             .  584 

Rainsford  Island,  Hospital  at.  Resolve  in  aid  of,  .             .             .            .  971 

<'            "             "              Covirts  authorized  to  sentence  certain  per- 
sons to,           .             .             .             .  -          .             .             .             .  525 

Real  Estate  lying  in  Common,  Lands,  Wharves,  general  Fields,  in  addi- 
tion to  Act  relating  to  the  Proprietors  of,            .             .  815 
«'         '<     conveyed  in  fraud  of  Creditors,  relating  to  the  attachment  of,  869 
"         •'     held  by  Married  Women  -who  are  insane,  authorizing  Sale 

of,  in  certain  cases,          .....  655 

"         "     incumbered  by  Mortgage  or  otherwise,  concerning  Sales  of,  60-4 

Recording  Officers,  regulating  Fees  of,      .             .             .             .             .  717 

Records  of  New  Plymouth,  and  Massachusetts  Colony,  concerning,         .  w  943 
Refining  Company,   Shawraut  Sugar,  authorized  to   increase    Capital 

Stock,              ........  679 

Reform  School  for  Boys,  Plummer  Farm,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of,  893 

"           "       State,  Resolve  for  paying  the  expenses  of,             .             .  968 

"           "          "      for  Girls,  to  establiph,         ....  ,837 

"  "  "  "         Resolves  for  the  purchase  of  a  Site  and 

the  erection  of  Buildings  thereon,     .             .             .             .          '  .  973 

Registers  of  Deeds  and  County  Treasui-ers,  concerning  Election  of,         .  549 

"              "       and  other  R,ecording  Officers,  regulating  Fees  of,       .  717 
Registration  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  in  the  State  Almshouses, 

relating  to,      .             .             .             .             .             .             .             .  70t 

Registry  of  Deeds  in  the  Northern  District  of  Middlesex,  to  establish,  .  542 

Rehoboth,  Town  of,  Resolve  in  favor  of,  .             .             .            .             .  970 

Religious  Purposes,  relative  to  Conveyances  and  Devises  of  Estates  for,  722 

Repairs  upon  the  State  House,  Resolve  concerning,         ...             .  975 

Repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  Resolves  Qoncerning,          .             .  941 
Returns  to  Assessors,  in  addition  to  Act  requiring  certain  Corporations 

to  make,       .......  895 

"       School,  concerning  the  duties  of  School  Committees  in  Signing,  665 

*«            <'       and  Reports,  relative  to,             •             .             .             .  551 

Revenue,  Treasurer  to  borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of,              .             .  937 

Revere  Copper  Company,  'to  increase  their  Capital  Stock,            .             .  518 

"      Insurance   Company,   extending  time   for  payment  of  Capital 

Stock  of,         .             .            .             .            .         '   .             .            .  536 

Re\-ised  Statutes,  to  amend  the  15th  chapter  of,  as  to  the  election  of 

Selectmen,  ......  498 

"  «<         to  amend  the  61st  section  of  the  39th  chajDter,  and  pro- 

viding further  remedies  for  Persons  whose  Lands 

are  taken  by  Railroad  Corporations,           .             .  498 
<«            ««         to  amend  the  97th  chapter,  relating  to  Exemption  of 
Personal  Property  of  the  Debtor  from  Levy  on 

Execution,  .            .             .             .             .             .  682 

"             "         to  amend  the  201st  section  of  the  28th  chapter,            .  496 

«<            "         to  repeal  part  of  the  128th  chapter,      .             .            .  751 

Rice,  Edwin,  authorized  to  build  a  Wharf,           .            .            .            .  606 
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Rigging  and  Sail-Making,  concerning  the  Business  of,     . 
Rights  and  Duties  of  Jvirors,  concerning, 

"       and  Liberties  of  the  People  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu 
setts,  to  protect,  ...... 

Riverside  Academy,  to  alter  the  I>  ame  of,  .  .  . 

Roads,  erection  of  Bounds  at  the  termination  and  angles  of,  to  compel, 

"       and  Drains,  to  authorize  the  making  of,  in  certain  cases, 
Robinson,  Jeremiah,  Resolve  on  Petition  of  Da^dd  Wilder,  Jr.,  as  Ad 

ministrator  of,  for  authority  to  sell  Real  Estate, 
Rochester,  Wharf  in,  to  extend,  ..... 

Rockport  Bank,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of,  .  . 

"  Breakwater  in  the  Town  of,  authorizing  the  construction, 

"  Railroad  Company,  concerning, 

"         Town  of,  authorized  to  take  Stock  in  the  Rockport  Railroad 
Company,       ....... 

Rogers,  Eleazer,  Jr.,  and  associates,  authorized  to  build  a  Fish  Weir, 
'<       Warren  N.,  William  W.,  and  Jonathan  Eldridge,  to  consti-uct  a 
Fish  Weir,     .  .  .  .  .  . 

Rooms  in  State  House,  relating  to  assignment  of, 

Rovuidy,  George,  authorized  to  extend  his  Wharf, 

Roxbury  Creek,  Bridge  over,  in  continuation  of  Albany  Street,  City  of 

Boston  authorized  to  construct, 

"  Police  Court  in  the  City  of,  to  establish, 

"  Sidewalks  in  the  City  of,  to  regulate,     . 

'<         Storage  and  Transportation  of  Gunpowder  in  the  City  of,  in 

addition  to  Act  regulating,  .... 
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Safety  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Newburyport,  to  incorporate, 

•'      of  Passengers  at  Railroad  Crossings,  to  secure, 
Sail-Making  and  Rigging,  concerning  the  Business  of,     . 
Salaries  of  certain  Public  Officers,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing, 

"  «  Officers  in  the  State  Prison,  relating  to, 

Salary  of  the  Attorney  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  County  of  Suffolk 
to  estabhsh,     ....... 

Sale  or  Disposition  of  Collateral  Security,  to  prevent, 
Salem,  City  of,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing,    . 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,  . 
Sales  of  Real  Estate,  incumbered  by  Mortgage  or  otherwise,  concerning 
Sahsbury  and  Amesbury  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  to  incorpo 
rate,  .... 

"  "  Provident  Institution  for  Savings  in  the  Towns 

of,  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate, 
Sandisfield  and  ToUand,  defining  a  portion  of  the  Boundary  Line  between 
Saugus  Branch  Railroad,  concerning,        .... 

Savings  Bank,  Cape  Cod  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, 
"  "      Chelsea,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating. 
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Savings  Bank,  Fall  River  Five  Cents,  to  establish, 

"  "      Foxborough,  to  incorporate, 

"  "      Framingham,  authorized  to  hold  Ileal  Estate, 

"  "      Holyoke,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  '*      Lynn  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate,  . 

"  «'      New  Bedford  Five  Cents,  to- incorporate,  . 

"  "      Plymouth  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, 

"  "      Salem  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, . 

*'  "      Shelburne  Falls  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, 

"  "       Stoneham  Five  Cents,  to  incorporate, 

«  (I      Warehara,  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate, 

"       Banks,  in  relation  to,        • 

"  "        and  Institutions  for  Saving?,  relating  to, 

"        Institution  for,  in  Northampton,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing, 

"  "  Provident,  in  the  To^^ais  of  Salisbury  and  Ames- 

bury  authorized  to  hold  Real  Estate, 

"  "  Fall  River,  authorized  to  hold  Pteal  Estate  and 

to  change  its  Name, 

^   "  "  WaiTen,  in  Charlestown,  relative  to, 

Scandinavian  Benevolent  Relief  Society,  New  England,  to  incorporate. 

School  Agents,  and  Normal  Schools,  Resolves  in  favor  of, 

"      attendance  of  Children  at,  in  addition  to  Act  concernin 

"      Books,  concerning, 

"      Children  authorized  to  attend,  in  an  adjoining  Town, 

"      Committees,  concerning  the  duties  of,  to  amend  the  2d  section 
of  the  223d  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  1846, 

"  "         concerning  the  duties  of,  in  Signing  School  Retxirns, 

"      English  and  Classical,  in  West  Newton,  to  incorporate,  . 

"      Free  Grammar,  in  Brimfield,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of, 

"      for  Idiots  and  Feeble-Minded  Youth,  Massachusetts,  Resolve  in 
favor  of,        . 

"      Industrial,  for  Girls,  to  incorporate, 

"      of  Reform  for  Boys,  Plummer  Farm,  to  incorporate  the  Trustees 
of, 

"      Reports  and  Returns,  relative  to, 

"      State  Reform,  Resolve  for  pajing  the  Expenses  of, 

"  "  "      for  Girls,  to  establish, 

"  "  "  "  Resolves  for  the  purchase  of  a  Site,  and 

the  erection  of  Buildings  thereon. 
School-houses,  in  relation  to  Land  taken  for,  and  to  laying  out  Townways 

"  authorizing  Towns  to  take  Laud  for,  amendatory, 

Schools,  Normal,  and  School  Agents,  Resolves  in  favor  of, 

"        Public,  in  amendment  to  Act  passed  Mtu-ch  25",  1845,  concerning 

"  "      daily  reading  of  the  Bible  in,  to  secure, 

Scituate  Beach,  Channel  through,   George  H.  Weatherbee   and  others 
authorized  to  cut,       ...... 

Seals  of  Corporations,  relating  to,  .... 

Second  Parish  in  "West  Newbury,  authorized  to  sell  Parsonage  Lands, 
Sec\irity, 'Collateral,  to  prevent  the  Sale  or  Disposition  of, 
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Seines,  use  of,  in  certain  Ponds  in  Falmouth,  Selectmen  to  permit, 
Seining  in  Apponigansett  River  and  Creeks,  to  prohibit, 
Selectmen,  to  amend  the  loth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  to  the 
Election  of,  .  .  ... 

"  and  Assessors,  establishing  the  Pay  of, 

"  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  to  permit  Seines  to  be  used  in  cer 

tain  Ponds,  ..... 

"  of  Marshpee,  Resolves  on  Petition  of. 

Seminary,  Jubilee  Hill  Female,  to  irfcorporate,     , 
Senate,  House  of  Representatives,  and  Council,  Resolves  providing  for 

the  Pay  of,      . 
Serving  Machine  Company,  Boston,  to  change  the  Name  of, 
Shawmut  Gas-Light  Company,  and  the  Suffolk  Gas  Company,  to  unite, 
"         Sugar  Refining  Company,  authorized  to  increase  Capital  Stock, 
Shelburne  Falls,  establishing  Fire  District  for  the  Village  of, 

"  "      Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate, 

Ships  and  Vessels,  concerning  Liens  on,  .... 

Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers'  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  to  in 
corporate,        ....... 

Sidewalks,  Cities  and  Towns  authorized  to  establish, 

"  in  the  City  of  Charlestown,  in  addition  to  Act  regulaiing, 

"  in  the  City  of  Roxbury,  to  regulate,   . 

Slade,  Henry,  and  James  Hardin,  to  extend  their  Wharf  in  Chelsea, 
Societies,  4-gricult\u:al,  which  receive  the  Bounty  of  the  State,  concerning. 
Society,  Boston  Ladies'  Bethel,  to  incorporate,     . 

"       Dorchester  Antiquarian  and  Historical,  to  incorporate,  . 
"       Female  Medical  Education,  Resolve  in  aid  of,     . 
"       First  Baptist  Church,  in  Swanzey  authorized  to  sell  Real  Estate, 
"       First  Congregational,  of  Provincetown  to  sell  Real  Estate, 
"       Massachusetts  Historical,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating, 
"       Middlesex  North  Agricultural,  to  establish, 
"       New  England  Education,  to  incorporate, 
'«       New  England  Scandinavian  Benevolent  Relief,  to  incorporate, 
"       Protestant  Episcopal,  of  Andover,  to  incorporate, 
"        Union  Charitable,  Resolve  on  Petition  of, 
"       Universahst,  in  Essex,  authorized  to  sell  Real  Estate,     . 
"        Worcester  South  Agricultural,  to  incorporate,    . 
Sohier,  William,  Cyrus  and  Hannah  P.  Mason,  Resolve  upon  the  Peti 
tion  of,  .  .  .  . 

Somerset  Ferry  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Somerville,  To-mi  of,  and  the  City  of  Cambridge,  authorized  to  fill  up 

Miller's  Creek  Bridge,  .  .  . 

Somerville  and  Charlestown,  Bridge  between,  Fitchburg  Railroad  Com 
pany  to  widen  and  make  solid,  .... 

South  Agricultural  Society,  Worcester,  to  incorporate,     . 
"      Bay  Mill  Company,  to  change  the  Name  of, 
"      Danvers,  to  incorporate  the  Town  of,         . 
"  "  "  "  in  addition, 
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South  Danvers,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,  and  amendatory  to  Act 

establishing  the  Fire  Department  of  the  Town  of  Danvers,  Page  861 
"      Hadley  Falls  Bridge  Company,  to  continue  in  force  Act  incorpo- 
rating,             ........  563 

Sparrow,  Thomas,  and  associates,  authorized  to  construct  a  Fish  Weir,   .  548 
Spirituous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors,  use  of'Poisonous  Substances  in  the 

Manufacture  of,  prohibiting,     .             .  754 
"                        "             Liquors,  concerning  the  Purchase,  for  Town 

Agents,            • .             .             .             .  909 

"                        "             Liquors,  Manufacture  and  Sale  of,  concern- 
ing,        .....  623 

"                         "              Liquors,  Manufacture  and  Sale  of,  authoriz- 
ing certain  Forms  under  Act  concerning,  783 
"         or  Intoxicating  Liquors,  Act  of  1852,  concerning  Manufacture 
and  Sale  of,  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  Actions  for 
damages  under,      .             .             .             .             .             .567,  793 

Spy  Pond  Water  Company,  to  incorporate,          .             .             .             .  501 

State  Almshouse,  Bridgewater,  Resolve  in  favor  of  the  Inspectors,  and 

Levi  L.  Goodspeed,    .......  938 

State  Almshouses,  Resolve  in  favor  of,     .             .             .             .             .  971 

"            "             and  the  Support  of  Paupers,  in  addition  to  Acts  re- 
lating to,    .             .            ,             .             .             .  602 
"            "             relating  to   Registration   of  Births,   Marriages    and 

Deaths  in,              .....  760 

<'     Bounty  of,  concerning  Agricultural  Societies  which  receive,           .  705 

"     Farm  at  Westborough,  Resolve  in  favor  of,             ...  966 

"     Hospital  at  Rainsford  Island,  Resolve  in  aid  of,      .             .             .  971 

"     House,  Assignment  of  Rooms  in,  relating  to,          .             .             .  581 
"        "        Enlargement  of,  Resolve  in  relation  to,       .            .             ,    964,  972 

"         "        Fuel  and  Light  for,  Resolve  providing  for  the  expense  of,  .  963 

"         "        Repairs  upon,  Resolve  concerning,              .             .             .  975 

"         "        Watchmen  at,  Resolve  in  favor  of,  .            .             .             .  970 

"     Loan  to  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  in  addi- 
tion to  Act  extending  the  time  of,         .             .             .             .  890 

"     Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taunton,  Resolve  providing  for  Improvements,  968 
"    Paupers,  relative  to,              ......    590,  859 

"           "         Classification,  providing  for,          .             .             .             .  811 

"  "         and  Alien  Passengers,  in  addition  to  Act  to  appoint  a 

Board  of  Commissioners,        ....  923 

"     Printing,  Resolve  concerning,          .             .             .            .            .  960 

"     Prison,  Resolve  in  favor,      .             .             .             .            .             .  967 

"         "        relating  to  Salaries  of  certain  Officers  in,     .             .             .  736 

"     Reform  School,  Resolve  for  paying  the  Expenses  of,           .            .  968 

"         "             «'        for  Girls,  to  establish,          ....  837 

"         <'  "  "         Resolves  for  the  purchase  of  a  Site  and 

the  erection  of  Buildings  thereon,      .....  973 

"     Tax  of  $449,986.50,  to  apportion  and  assess,           .             .             .  874 

"       "     Treasurer  authorized  to  borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of,       .  972 

Statistical  Information  relating  to  certain  Branches  of  Industry,  to  obtain,  896 
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Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  General,  Resolve  providing  for  a  Con- 
solidation and  Arrangement  of,         ....  Page  939 

"        lie%ised,  to   amend   the    loth  chapter,    as  to  the   Election  of 

Selectmen,  .....  498 

"  "       to  amend  the  61st  section  of  the  39th  chapter,  and 

providing  further  remedies  for  Persons  whose 

Lands  are  taken  by  Railroad  Corporations,  .  498 

"  "       to  amend  the  97th  chapter,  relating  to  Exemption  of 

Personal  Property  of  the  Debtor  from  Levy  on 

Execution,  .....  G82 

•'  "       to  amend  the  201st  section  of  the  23th  chapter,  .  496 

"  "       to  repeal  part  of  the  128th  chapter,      .  .  .  751 

Steamboat  Company,  Xantucket  and  Cape  Cod,  to  incorporate,  .  .  736 

Steam  ^lanufacturing  Company,  Beverly,  concerning,      .  .  .  G82 

Steamship  Company,  Boston  and  European,  to  incorporate,         .  .  921 

Steam  Tow-Boat  Company,  Merchants',  to  incorporate,  .  .  .  576 

Stoneham  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  to  incorporate,         .  .  .  562 

Stone,  Stephen  S.,  authorized  to  extend  his  Wharf,         .  .  .  G74 

Stony  Brook,  Town  of  West  Roxbury  to  improve,  .  .  .  713 

Storage  and  Transportation  of  Gunpowder  in  the  City  of  Roxbury,  in 

addition  to  Act  regulating,     ......  699 

Stowe,  William,  Resolve  in  favor  of,         .  .  .  .  .  937 

Street,  Citj'-  of  Fall  River  authorized  to  widen,    .  .  .  .  725 

Study  of  Anatomy,  concerning,  .  .  .  .  .  .  731 

Submarine  Company,  Xeptune,  to  incorporate,   ....  668 

"  and  Wrecking  Company,  Newburyport,  to  incorporate,         .  703 

SuiFolk,  Attorney  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  County  of,  establishing 

Salary,  .......  733 

'*        Gas  Company  and  the  Shawmut  Gas-Light  Company,  to  unite,  755 
"        Superior  Court  of  the  County  of,  to  establish,  .            .             .  862 
Sugar  Refining  Company,  Shawmut,  authorized  to  increase  Capital  Stock,  679 
Suits  against  Executors  and  Administrators,  concerning,              .             .  699 
Summoning  in  Defendants  in  Real  and  Mixed  Actions,  relating  to,         .  758 
Sun  Mutual  Fire  and  Mai'ine  Lisurance  Company,  to  incorporate,          .  614 
Superior  Court  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  to  establish,      .             .            .  862 
Support  of  Paupers,  State  Almshouses,  in  addition  to  Acts  relating  to,  .  602 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  relating  to  the  Jurisdiction  of,  in  cases  of  Di- 
vorce,         .....  513 

"  "  "       relative  to  new  Trials  in,  .  .  .  60S 

"  '<  "       and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  Comity  of 

Essex,  concerning  the  places    of  holding 

certain  Terms  of,    .  .  .  .  793 

Sm-gery,  American  Hospital  and  Home  for,  to  incorporate,         .  .  873 

Swanzey,  First  Baptist  Church  and  Society,  authorized  to  sell  Real 

Estate,  ........  732 
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Taunton  Great  River  and  the  Newmasket  River,  Fisheries  in,  to  regulate,  Page 

"        Police  Court  in  the  Town  of,  to  repeal  an  Act  establishin; 
Taxation  of  Minors,  concerning,   . 
Taxes,  in  addition  to  Act  for  the  more  equal  Assessment  of, 

«       for  the  several  Counties,  Resolve  granting. 
Tax  of  ,$449,986.50  to  apportion  and  assess, 

"    State,  Treasurer  to  borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of, 
Teachers'  Wages,  concermng  Payment  of. 
Telegraph  Company,  Cape  Cod,  to  incorporate,    . 

"  "  Worcester  and  Nashua,  to  incorporate, 

"        Newspaper  Company,  to  incorporate,   . 
Tide  Gates  on  Herring  River,  in  Harwich,  concerning,    . 
Tolland  and  Sandisiield,  defining  a  portion  of  the  Boundary  Line  between, 
Tool  Company,  Greenfield,  authorized  to  issue  Preferred  Stock, 
Tort,  concerning  Arrest  in  cases  of,  .  . 

Tow-Boat  Company,  Merchants'  Steam,  to  incorporate,  . 
Towle,  J.  D.  and  Francis  Foster,  Resolve  in  favor  of. 
Town,  adjoining.  Children  authorized  to  attend  School  in, 

"     Agents,  concerning  the  Purchase  of  Spirituous  and  Intoxicating 

Liquors  for, 
"      City  and  County  Officers,  for  the  punishment  of  Embezzlement  by. 
Towns  and  Cities,  By-Laws  of,  relating  to, 

"  "  "         and  Ordinances  of,  relating  to, 

"  "      Charitable  Funds  given  or  bequeathed  to,  concerning 

Trustees  of,  .  .  . 

"  "      authorized  to  establish  Sidewalks, 

"  "      Resolve  for  refunding  certain  Fines,  Penalties  and 

Forfeitures  to,       . 
"  "      to  incorporate,  at  their  election,    into   Mutual  Fir( 

Insurance  Companies, 
"       authorized  to  estabhsh  Fire  Departments, 
"       to  take  Land  for  School-houses,  to  amend  an  Act  authorizing, 
"       certain,  in  the  Counties  of  Franklin  and  Berkshu-e  authorized  to 
subscribe  to  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad 
Company,       ........ 

Townways,  in  relation  to  laying  out,  and  Land  taken  for  School-houses, 

"  and  Highways,  Obstructions  by  Railroads,  to  prevent. 

Trades,  Offensive,  in  relation  to,  • 
Transitory  Actions,  to  amend  the  322d  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  1854,  in 

relation  to,      . 
Transportation  and  Storage  of  Gunpowder  in  the  City  of  Roxbury,  in 
addition  to  Act  regulating,     ...... 

Traps  Creek  Fishing  Company,  in  Edgartown,  in  addition  to  Act  incor- 
porating,        ........ 

Treasurer  authorized  to  borrow  Money  in  anticipation  of  the  Revenue,  . 
'<  "  "  '<  <'  of  the  State  Tax, 
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Trespassers  and  Intruders,  in  addition  to  Act  to  protect  tlie  Indian  Land; 
from,  ........ 

Trials,  New,  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  relative  to, 

Trial  of  Libels  for  Divorce,  in  relation  t(J,  •  .  . 

Trials  for  Libels,  in  relation  to,     . 

Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company,  certain  Towns  authorized  to 

subscribe  to  the  Capital  Stock  of,       . 
Trustee  Process,  concerning,         ..... 

Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds  given  or  bequeathed  to  Cities  and  Towns 
concerning,  ...... 

«'        of  the  Plummer  Farm  School  of  Reform  for  Boys,  to  incorpo 
rate,  ...... 

"        and  Guardians,  Execiitors  and  Administrators,  concerning, 
"  ««  <'  Administrators,  in  addition 

to  Act  concerning, 
"  "  "  Administrators,  in  addition 

to  Acts  concerning, 
"        of  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  Brimfield,  to  incorporate, 
«'        of  the  National  Exhibition  of  Horses,  to  incorporate,    . 
"        of  the  Partridge  ilinisterial  Fund,  amendatory  of  Act  incorpo 
rating,  ...... 

Tiu'ner,  Isaiah,  authorized  to  build  a  Wharf, 

Turnpike  Corporation,  Norfolk  and  Bristol,  in  addition  to  Act  incor 
porating,         ....... 

Tuttle,  Jesse,  and  associates,  authorized  to  construct  a  Fish  Weir  in  the 
Town  of  Harwich,     ...... 
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Union  Bank,  Haverhill,  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of,  .  .  768 

"       Charitable  Society,  Resolve  on  Petition  of,  .  .  '.  950 

"       Railway  Company,  to  incorporate,  ....  742 

United  States,  Jurisdiction  over  Land  in  Barnstable,  ceded  to,  for  a  Cus- 
tom House,      ......  573 

"  Jurisdiction  over   Egg   Rock    Island   and  certain   other 

places  ceded  to,  ....  .  503 

"  ceding  to,  Jurisdiction  over  certain  Lands  and  their  appur- 

tenances in  the  Town  of  Gloucester,  and  for  other 
-purposes,  .  .  .  .  .  .  506 

Universalist  Society  in  Essex,  authorized  to  sell  Real  Estate,       .  .  762 

Upper  Locks  and  Canals  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  Proprietors  to  sell 

their  Lands  and  Water-Power,  .  .  .  .  .  911 

Useful  Birds,  for  the  better  preservation  of,  .  .  .  .  615 


V. 

Vacancies  in  the  Office  of  Prudential  Committee,  concerning  the  filling  of,  868 

Vaccination,  General,  to  secure,    .  .  .  .  •  .812 

Vessels,  passage  through  Railroad  Draw  Bridges,  regulated,        .  .  829 
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Vessels,  Ships,  concerning  Liens  on,  ..... 

Veterinary  Institute,  Boston,  to  incorporate,         .... 

Villages,  Inhabitants  of,  empowered  to  establish  "Watch  Districts, 
Vineyard  Bank,  to  change  the  Name  of7  and  extend  the  time  for  paying 
in  its  Capital  Stock,    ....... 

Volunteer  Fire  Engine  Companies,  relating  to,     . 

Voting  Lists,  in  relation  to,  .  .  .       '     .  .  . 
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Wages,  Teachers',  concerning  the  payment  of,     . 

Waltham  and  Watertown  Railroad  Company,  to  incorporate, 

Wareham  Savings  Bank  authorized  to  hold  Ileal  Estate, 

"Ware  River  Railroad,  concerning,  .... 

"Warrants  of  Distress,  Persons  committed  to  Prison  on,  relative  to, 
"Warren  Bridge,  relative  to,  ....  . 

"  "       and  the  Charles  River  Bridge,  relative  to, 

"       Institution  for  Savings,  in  Charlestown,  relative  to, 
"Water  Company,  Spy  Pond,  to  incorporate, 
<'     for  supplying  the  City  of  Lowell  with, 
"     in  addition  to  Act  authorizing  Town  of  Plymoiith  to  procure  a 
supply  of,        ......  . 

Water-Power  and  Lands,  Proprietors  of  Upper  Locks  and  Canals  in  th 

County  of  Hampshire  authorized  to  sell, 
"Watch  Districts,  Inhabitants  of  Villages  empowered  to  establish, 
"Watchmen,  respecting,      ...... 

"  and  Police  Officers,  to  aid,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty, 

•*  at  the  State  House,  Resolve  in  favor  of, 

"Watertown,  Fire  Department  in  the  Town  of,  authorizing, 

"        "  Town  of,  to  set  off  certain  Land,  and  annex  the  same  to 
Cambridge,     ....... 

Waverley  Company,  to  incorporate,  .... 

Weatherbee,  George  IL,  and  others,  authorized  to  cut  a  Channel  through 
Scituate  Beach,  ...... 

"Webster,  Lyman,  Resolve  in  favor  of,       . 

Wells,  Mrs.  Mary  Duncan,  Widow  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Wells 

Resolve  in  favor  of,     . 
Westborough,  State  Farm  at.  Resolve  in  favor  of,  .  . 

West  Cambridge,  Town  of,  authorized  to  establish  a  Fire  Department, 
Western,  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge,  and  the  Hudson  and  Boston 
Railroads,  to  unite,  .... 

"      Massachxisetts,  Hospital  for  Insanein,  to  establish, 
«'      Railroad  Corporation  authorized  to  issue  Bonds, 
Westford  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  addition  to  Act  incorpo 
rating,  ....... 

West  Newbury,  Second  Parish  in,  authorized  to  sell  their  Parsonage 
Lands,  ...... 

"      Newton,  English  and  Classical  School  in,  to  incorporate, 
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West  Parish  in  Haverhill,  authorizing  sale  of  Ministerial  Lands  by, 
"     E,oxbury,  Town  of,  empowered  to  improve  Stony  Brook,  . 
"     Stockbridge  Branch  E.ailroad  Company,  to  incorporate, 
Wharf,  Charles  F.  Dunham,  authorized  to  build, 

Charles  Hubbard  and  others,  to  extend,  in  the  Town  of  Chelsea- 
Company,  Boston,  concerning,    .... 

"  Constitution,  to  incorporate,  . 

David  Parkhurst,  to  extend,        .... 

Ebenezer  Johnson  and  William  H.  Mann,  to  extend, 
Edwin  Rice,  to  build,       ..... 

Ephra,im  Brown,  to  build,  in  Marblehead, 

George  Roundy,  to  extend,  .... 

Henry  Jones,  George  H.  Plummer,  and  William  D.   Macy,  to 
build,  ...... 

Henry  Kingsbui-y,  to  extend,       .... 

Henry  Slade  and  James  Hardin,  to  extend, 
.  Isaiah  Turner,  to  build,    ..... 

John  Clifton,  to  extend,  ..... 

John  Howe,  Jr.,  to  build,  in  East  Boston, 

M.  Black,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  to  extend,  .... 

Paul  L.  Bangs,  to  build,  in  Provincetown  Harbor, 

in  Rochester,  to  extend,  ..... 

Samuel  Hall,  to  extend,   ..... 

Samuel  Obear  and  Richard  J.  Preston,  to  extend, 

Stephen  S.  Stone,  to  extend,  in  Chelsea, 

Thomas  H.  Carruth,  to  extend,  in  ChelSea, 

William  Cook,  to  extend,  .... 

William  H.  Knowdtoif,  to  build,  in  the  Town  of  Rockport, 
Wharves,  Nathan  Mathews,  Edward  D.  Peters  &  Co.,  and  the  Win 

nisimmet  Company,  authorized  to  extend,  ... 
Wheat,  Corn,  and  other  Grain,  and  Meal,  regulating  the  Sale  of,  . 

'<  "  "  "  "  "  supplementary  Act 

Wheelock,  Martin,  Resolve  on  Petition  of,  . 

Whittemore,  Elijah,  and  Ira  Wixon,   authorized  to  construct  a  Fish 

Weir,  . 

Wife,  Husband  and,  in  further  addition  to  Acts  concerning. 

Wilder,  David,  Jr.,  Resolve  on  Petition,  for  aixthority  to  sell  Real 

Estate  as  Administrator  of  Jeremiah  Robinson, 
Williamstown,  Police  Court  in  the  Town  of,  to  establish, 
Williston,  P.  F.,  Resolve  in  favor  of,        . 
Winnisimmet  Company,  Nathan  IMathews  and  Edwai'd  D.  Peters  & 

Co.,  authorized  to  extend  their  Wharves  in  Chelsea, 
Witnesses  and  Jurors,  relating  to  Fees  of,  .  .  . 

Wives  whose  Husbands  are  under  guardianship  for  Idiocy  or  Insanity 

providing  for  the  maintenance  of,      . 
Wixon,  Ira,  and  Elijah  AVhittemore,  to  construct  a  Fish  Weir, 
Woburn  Lyceum  Hall  Association,  to  incorporate. 
Women,  ^larried,  who  are  insane,  authorizing  Sale,  in  certain  cases,  of 
Real  Estate  held  by,  . 


Page  619 
713 
802 
543 
517 
871 
816 
547 
690 
606 
619 
920 

526 
699 
561 
596 
607 
621 
515 
517 
548 
670 
684 
674 
519 
735 
680 

734 
654 
820 
943 

572 
733 

974 
544 
972 

734 
567 

873 
572 
730 

655 


xliv  .  INDEX. 

Women,  Married,  Property  of,  to  protect,  ....  Page  710 

Wood  and  Bark,  relating  to  ^ale  of,  to  amend  the  201st  section  of  the 

28th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,            ....  490 

Wooden  Buildings  in  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  regulating  the  erection 

of,       .             .             .             .             .            .             .            .             .  537 

Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  Deeds  of  Lots  therein,  concerning,     .            .  658 

Worcester,  City  of,  in  addition  to  Act  establishing,         ,             .             .  721 

"           County  of,  relative  to  the  time  of  holding  Courts  in,             .  623 

"           and  Nashua  Telegraph  Company,  to  incorporate,      .             .  555 

"           Proprietors  of  City  Hotel  in,  in  addition  to  Act  incorporating,  8 1 5 

•'           South  Agricultural  Society,  to  incorporate,  .             .             .  696 

Worsted  Company,  New  England,  concerning,  ....  532 

Wrecking  Company,  Ncwburyport  Submarine,  to  incorporate,  .             .  703 

Written  Contracts,  relative  to  the  Specific  Performance  of,         .             .  763 


Y. 


Yale,  Leroy  M.,  and  others,  authorized  to  construct  a  Marine  Railway 

in  the  Harbor  of  Holmes'  Hole,         .... 
Yarmouth,  Fish  Weir  in  the  Town  of,  authorizing  the  construction, 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Lowell,  to  incorporate. 
Young,  Samuel,  of  Chatham,  authorized  to  construct  a  Fish  Weir, 
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